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I. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The Committee on Conferences submits the following draft resolutions to the
General Assembly:

Pattern of conferences

A

Report of the Committee on Conferences

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences,*

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on
Conferences;

2. Approves the draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings of the
United Nations for 1985 as submitted by the Committee on Conferences;**

3. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make adjustments in the
calendar of conferences for 1985 which may become necessary as a result of action
and decisions by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session;

4. Reaffirms the principle that, in the case of meetings included in the
calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations as approved by the
General Assembly, the Department of Conference Services at United Nations
Headquarters shall be responsible for servicing meetings in North and South America
and in Asia, and the United Nations Office at Geneva for those held in Europe,
Africa and the Middle East;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in the interests of maximum efficiency
and cost-effectiveness, to consider organizing the conference-servicing staff at
the Vienna International Centre into a single conference-servicing operation within
the resources approved in the biennial budget for 1984-1985;

6. Invites the International Atomic Energy Agency to participate in the
study of this question.

B

Shortening of sessions or a2 biennial cycle of sessions
of United Nations organs

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 32/71, section IV, of 9 December 1977, 32/72 of

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/39/32).

* % Ibid., annex II.




9 December 1977, 35/10 A of 3 November 1980, 36/117 A of 10 December 1981 and
38/32 D of 25 November 1983,

Emphasizing the continued need for maximimum economy in the effective use of

: conference-servicing resources,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the efforts made by the the Committee on

. Conferences to improve utilization of conference-servicing resources in

i

i

it bl et e it b e

consultation with the officers of those organs which have in recent vears utilized
75 per cent or less of the conference resources made available to them;

2. Urges subsidiary organs of the General Assembly to make further efforts,
on the basis, inter alia, of current statistical data, to ensure that their
requests for conference services correspond accurately to their requirements and
that the services provided to them are utilized rationally and efficiently;

3. Further urges those organs, when submitting requests for conference
services, to make due provision for meetings when no interpretation services are

; required, such as informal consultations and periods allocated to drafting, to the

 ext=nt that such needs might be anticipated on the basis of past practice and to

| consider an appropriate reduction in the number of formal meetings to allow the

1

4

i

4
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balance of time to be utilized for informal meetings and/or consultations;

4, Recommends that those organs, when electing their bureaux, make one
member of the bureau responsible for the rational use of conference-servicing
resources;

5. Requests those organs also to discuss at their organizational sessions
the possibility of meeting on a biennial basis;

6. Further requests those organs to include in their reports to the General
Assembly an analytical statement of their utilization of the conference-servicing
resources allocated to them during the vear, with an explanation for any apparent
under-utilization thereof;

7. Invites the Secretary-General to determine, in the course of 1985, the
extent to which subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, through both formal and

i informal meetings and/or consultations, utilize the conference services they have
{ regquested, with a view to the future redeployment of unused resources;

8. Invites the Committee on Conferences to continue its examination of this

; aquestion and to make a further report to the General Assembly at its fortieth
1 session,

C
Pattern of conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 38/32 C of 25 November 1983,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences on its efforts to

| implement that resolution,



Requests the Committee on Conferences to undertake an in-depth study of all
existing provisions relating to the pattern of conferences, taking into account all

the modifications proposed during the thirty-eighth session of the General
Assembly, with a view to reporting to the Assembly at its fortieth session.
D

Control and limitation of documentation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, 2538 (XXIV) of
11 December 1969, 2732 (XXV) of 16 December 1970, 31/140, section II, of 17
December 1976, 33/56, section II, of 14 December 1978, 34/50 of 23 November 1979,

36/117 of 1C December 1981, 37/14 C and D of 16 November 1982 and 38/32 E of
25 November 1983, and its decision 34/401 of 21 September, 25 October, 29 November
and 12 December 1979,

1. Takes note of the results of the study of the feasibili*t of instituting
an abbreviated form of summary record;

2. Takes note that the Committ2e on Conferences will further examine, after
consulting with the United Nations organs entitled to receive summary records, the
relative suitability of summary records as now prepared and the abbreviated summary
records prepared by the Secretariat on an experimental basis, with a view to
reporting to the General Assembly at its fortieth session;

3. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To instruct all Secretariat units responsible ror the drafting of
documents to ensure that their manuscripts are delivered to the Department of
Conference Services in accordance with the prescribed timetable for their
submission;

(b) To circulate eight weeks before the opening of a meeting of an
intergovernmental body a report on the preparedness of all the documents for the
session, in all languages, at that time, in rzspect of all United Nations organs,
including the General Assembly, its Main Committees and its subsidiary bodies;

{c) To include in that rerort an explanation for any delay in processing the
documentation and to identify the Secretariat unit responsible for that delay;

4, Reaffirms that lists of all documents requested by each United Nations
organ, including the General Assembly, its Main Committees and its subsidiary
organs, shall be submitted by the Secretary-General at the end of each session,
with an indication of the date upon which it will be possible to issue each
document in all required languages, reflecting the time required for its
preparation by both the substantive and conference-servicing units of the
Secretariat.



I1. CALENDAR OF CONFFEENCES

A. Adoption of the draft revised calendar of conferences and
meetings for 1985

2. By its resolution 38/32 A of 25 November 1983, the General Assembly approved
the biennial calendar of conferences and meetings for 1984 and the draft calendar
for 1985, as set out in annex II to the report of the Committee on Conferences to
the Assembly at its thirty-eighth session (A/38/32) and amended by subsequent

 decisions taken by the General Assembly in the course of that session.

3. At its organizational meeting on 9 March 1984, the Committee on Conferences

. agreed that proposed changes in the calendar which did not have financial

- implications could be dealt with by the Secretariat in consultation with the Bureau
- of the Committee. The Committee was advised of a number of such changes in the

. course of the year.

4. In the second part of its substantive session (20 August-5 September 1984),

. the Committee decided to recommend for adoption by the General Assembly the draft
- revised calendar of conferences and meetings of United Nations bodies for 1985 as
- contained in annex II to the present document.

. 5. In discussing the draft revised calendar, the Committee noted that several
- bodies had "decided" to extend their sessions by several days, or to change the
- dates and venues of their sessions or to accept invitations from Governments to
- hold meetings on their territory. The Committee agreed to remind bodies that

- decisions of that nature could be taken only by the General Assembly on the

recommendation of the Committee on Conferences. Bodies wishing to reschedule their

- sessions should make a recommendation to that effect in their reports to the
~ Assembly.

B. Intersessional departures from the approved calendar for 1984

é 6. The Committee has so far this year been asked to consider two requests for
. additions to or changes in the approved calendar of conferences and meetings for
. 1984 which involved financial implications. The first of these pertained to the

- proposed change of dates of the resumed session of the Committee on the Review and

iAppraisal of the Implementation of the International Development Strategy for the
‘ Third United Nations Development Decade. This was approved at the Committee's

 205th meeting on the understanding that services would be provided on an "as

available” basis.

e The Committee subsequently decided to authorize a one-day extension to the
‘ Pourth General Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
. following a request by its enlarged Bureau, which comprised regional group

i

| representatives. The approval was granted by the Committee on Conferences in

- accordance with its mandate to act on behalf of the General Assembly in dealing

. with departures from the approved calendar of conferences having administrative and

financial implications.



C. Pattern of conferences

8. By its resolution 38/32 C, the General Assembly requested the Committee on
Conferences to examine the provisions of section I of resolution 31/140, of

17 pecember 1976, as well as all other provisions relating to the pattern of
conferences, and to report to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth session.

9. The Committee had earlier submitted an updated version of resolution 31/140 to
the Assembly at its thirty-eighth session in the form of a draft resolution. That
draft became the subject of consultations in the Fifth Committee, during which
amendments to it from delegations were considered. In the absence of agreement
over a final draft, the Fifth Committee proposed the course of action laid down in

resolution 38/32 C.

10. At its 202nd meeting, on 1 May 1984, the Committee on Conferences discussed a

Secretariat note containing all proposed changes to resolution 31/140, section I,
including the amendments put forward during the Fifth Committee consultations, as

well as a summary of those consultations.

11. The Committee considered the proposed additions and changes to resolution
31/140, section I. However, with regard to the additional amendments to the draft
revision put forward by delegations during the thirty-eighth session, it was agreed
that the Chairman should consult with those delegations before a final
recommendation was made.*

12, At the 209th meeting of the Committee, on 22 August 1984, the Chairman
reported the results of his consultations to the Committee. At the invitation of
the Chairman, representatives of Brazil, Egypt, India and Morocco subsequently
participated in the Committee's resumed consideration of this item.

13. A number of members took the view that the original modification of resolution
31/140, section I, had been undertaken in the spirit of a codification of existing
provisions, many of them long-established, which had enabled the Secretariat to
operate effectively in the field of conference-servicing. If changes were to be
made to these provisions, they should be introduced only after very careful
consideration. Some delegations spoke in favour of the proposed amendments,
whereas others expressed the opinion that a thorough study was required before the
Committee could make recommendations on the matter.

14. Other delegations stated that the Committee had received a clear mandate from
the General Assembly to examine the existing provisions and to consider the
inclusion of amendments submitted by any delegation during the thirty-eighth
session of the General Assembly.

15, The delégations which had submitted amendments to the Committee's draft during

the thirty-eighth session of the Assembly explained them to the Committee. It was
argued that, with regard to paragraph 3, the General Assembly should not appear to

instruct the specialized agencies, The deletion of the phrase "as existing
resources permit" in paragraph 6 of the draft was proposed because it was felt that

* See annex I: Pattern of conferences.



iinformal meetings were sometimes too important not to have interpretation
. services. The amendment to paragraph 8(i) was submitted to allow more than one
i conference in a certain field to be held if it proved necessary.

! 16, The Committee decided to recommend that the General Assembly should request

 the Committee on Conferences to undertake an in-depth study of all existing

. provisions relating to the pattern of conferences, taking into account all the
modifications proposed during the thirty-eighth session of the General Assembly,

iwith a view to reporting to the Assembly at its fortieth session.

D. Shortening of sessions or a biennial cycle of sessions
of United Nations organs

. 17. In discussing this agenda item; the Committee was pursuing a course laid down
,during its 1983 series of meetings, when it had considered reports (A/AC.172/88 and
Add.1l) which showed a failure on the part of United Nations organs to utilize fully
the resources allocated to them during the period 1980-1982. At the request of the
. Committee, the Chairman wrote in July 1983 to 23 bodies which had used less than 75
per cent of their resources during that period, in order to suggest talks on
‘reducing their allocation.

et A

18. During its second series of substantive meetings in 1983, the Committee
éreturned to the question and suggested that further letters should be sent to
:bodies which had underused meetings resources, suggesting that the allocation to
' them of future resources could be reduced by half the amount of time they had

' failed to utilize, on average, during the period 1980-1982.

119. 1In April 1984 such letters were sent by the Chairman of the Committee on
iConferences to the 10 bodies that had not replied to his letter of July 1983.

120. At its 202nd meeting, on 1 May 1984, the Committee discussed a Secretariat
Greport (A/AC.172/96 and Add.l) containing replies from 13 of the bodies contacted
by the Chairman in July 1983.

21. Many members felt that the response to the Chairman's letter was
unsatisfactory; some bodies had not replied and some which had replied had not
fully explained their underutilization of conference resources.

i
E
i
1
3
.I
x
{

t

122. Other delegations, however, argued that some of the Chairmen contacted might
’@have had insufficient time to reply, or might not have received the letter. It was
‘also suggested that some bodies had failed to reply because they had not yet met
‘and that the Committee on Conferences should therefore take no hasty action.

23. The point was made that many bodies performed valuable work during informal
lconsultations where conference services were not used, and that those bodies should
+not be considered to have wasted resources when in fact their business had been
concluded more expeditiously than it would have been if conducted only in meetings
“with services.

)!
124. There was agreement also that many factors were involved in the
lunderutilization of resources, such as the influence exercised by the Chairman in

Jbeginning meetings on time, the effects of prevailing global political factors on




bodies dealing with political questions, and the late arrival of essential
documents.

25. The Committee agreed to request the Chairman to write to the Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Board of Auditors to commend the Board of Auditors
on its efficient use of conference services; and decided that his action should be
duly recorded in the report of the Committee on Conferences to the General Assembly
at its thirty-ninth session.

26, It was further agreed that the Chairman should reply individually to the other
bodies that had responded, taking up points which they had raised, and that he
should:

{(a) Urge those bodies to make further efforts to ensure that their requests
for conference services should correspond accurately to their requirements and to
utilize rationally and efficiently the services provided to them;

(b) Recommend that, in submitting requests for conference services, the
bodies concerned should make due provision for informal consultations and periods
allocated to drafting, to the extent that such needs might be anticipated on the
basis of past practice;

(c) Where feasible, organize the discussions between the relevant bureaux
that were envisaged in his letter of July 1983;

(d) Recommend that the Chairman of each body should indicate to its members
the number of wasted meetings and the time lost by the late starting of meetings.

27. The Committee instructed the Secretariat to continue to monitor the
utilization of conference services by the bodies concerned, taking account in
particular of assurances given by those bodies in their replies to the Chairman,
and to report further to the Committee.

28. With reference to the bodies that had not replied to the Chairman's letter of
July 1983, the Committee agreed that the Chairman should write again to those
bodies referring to their failure to respond to his two previous letters; that he
should once again invite them to communicate with him; and that he should state the
following:

"In the absence of a response from your Committee by 31 July 1984, the
Committee on Conferences will assume your Committee's agreement that the
conference-servicing resources to be provided at your Committee's next session
should be established at the level actually utilized by your Committee at its
last analogous session; and that the Secretariat should be instructed
accordingly."

The Chairman made it clear that the Committee would not recommend aciion to be
taken against bodies just because they had failed to reply to his letters.

29. With reference to further acticn by the Committee on Conferences, the
Committee agreed that, recognizing the importance of informal consultations in the
work of United Nations bodies and the possibility thereby of reducing the burden
placed on conference services, ghe Committee on Conferences should take appropriate
steps ®: S



(a) Urge all relevant bodies to consider whether their formal meetings could

f be reduced in number or shortened through increased use of informal consultations;

{b) Encourage those bodies to make appropriate provision for informal

. consultations, drafting committees and the preparation of reports in their

programmes of work.

30. Subsequently, at its 204th meeting on 3 May 1984, the Committee agreed to

i reduce the length of its first series of meetings in 1985 by one meeting in view of
i its expeditious handling of the agenda items scheduled for discussion during the

4 first part of its 1984 session (30 April to 4 May). One delegation stated that the
| Committee on Conferences could work quite effectively and should set an example to
| other bodies in the utilization of conference-servicing resources. Agreeing,

another representative said that the Committee had been able to finish its work

-4 early because its debates were pragmatic.

131. At its 207th meeting on 21 August 1984, the Committee examined further replies

received from other United Nations organs, and heard a statement by the Chairman in

! which he described his meetings with the officers of some of the bodies he had

contacted,

1 32. Although it was noted that the Chairman's action had produced some results,
.+ members stressed the need for United Nations organs to predict the incidence of

; informal meetings without services in their future sessions and to plan

i accordingly, if possible, and to try to reduce the number of serviced meetings in

favour of meetings without services.

33. It was proposed that action should be taken to reduce the length of the future
sessions of those Committees which had failed in the past to utilize 75 per cent or
more of the services allocated to them.

34. The view was expressed that, to the extent possible, the election of bureaux
of United Nations organs should be held before the subsequent organizational

i session,

4 35. The Committee recommended that, during the election of bureaux of United

% Nations organs, one of the members of the bureau should be made responsible for the
; rational utilization by the organ concerned of the conference-servicing resources

71 allocated to it, and for the preparation of an analysis of that utilization for

4 inclusion in the organ's report to the General Assembly.

36. The Committee intended to monitor the results of this procedure and report

4 them to the General Assembly.



III. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

A, Feasibility of instituting an abbreviated form
of summary record

37. By paragraph 10 of its resolution 38/32 E, the General Assembly requested the
Committee on Conferences to undertake a study of the feasibility of instituting an
abbreviated form of summary record.

38, At its 200th meeting on 30 April 1984, the Committee discussed a report
(A/AC.172/97) which contained an analysis of the factors involved in instituting
such a record.

39, It was agreed that the criteria necessary to a summary record were brevity,
sufficient substance and speed of delivery, but that those requirements were often
conflicting. Several members drew attention to the fact that summary records often
arrived too late to be of value to participants in a meeting; it was for this
reason that other options, such as an abbreviated form of summary record, were
being considered. Some delegations felt, however, that substance should not be
sacrificed for the sake of brevity. The Under-Secretary-General for Conference
Services and Special Assignments, in his introductory statement, had pointed out
that any reduction in the length of summary records would lower the volume of
summary record translations and could thus help to reduce the delays in their
issuance. Some delegations, however, continued to complain that the summaries of
their discussions were too short adequately to reflect the nuances of statements
delivered, or that parts of their statements had been omitted from summary

records. A partial solution, he said, might be the preparation of an informational
document that would remind delegations of the nature and purpose of a summary
record, what it was intended to contain, and how it differed from a verbatim
record. With regard to the late issuance of summary records, the Secretariat
explained that the documents—-producing services had to give priority to pre-session
documentation, which necessarily delayed the production of summary records.

40. Many delegations stressed the virtues of a flexible approach, pointing out
that the needs of bodies for records varied. One delegation suggested that, with
certain exceptions such as the Main Committees of the General Assembly, bodies
could dispense with the present form of record and substitute for it a record
similar to the summary of proceedings in the Journal, but containing more details
of decisions taken. Such a record might be suitable for treaty bodies, which
discussed detailed country repocrts and whose reports to the General Assembly
contained synopses of those discussions, and organs which devoted much time to
procedural debates.

4l1. Interest was expressed in a proposal that a synopsis of a meeting could be
prepared by the rapporteur of a committee with the assistance of its substantive
secretariat; such a record, which need not exceed two pages, could be ready within
48 hours. It was suggested that delegations wishing a wider circulation of their
views could themselves arrange for copies of their statements to be distributed.

42, One delegation suggested that each speaker should submit his or her own
summary of a statement for inclusion in the record. Other delegations, however,
pointed out that such summaries would not necessarily be restricted in length, and



i

that delegations not speaking an official language of the United Nations would be
at a disadvantage.

43. One member of the Committee said that a more rational way of dealing with the
problem must be found in view of the potential crisis caused by the sheer volume of
paper received by delegations. Whatever the system decided upon for producing
records, some complaints would be received, but the Committee must be firm in its
recommendations. Delegations should be encouraged to see brevity as the norm in
records. Another delegation, supporting that position, pointed out that it was
unnecessary to record the details of some stages of a body's work.

44, The Committee later examined a draft informational document on meeting records
as suggested by the Under-Secretary~General (see para. 39), and decided that it
should be circulated as a general-distribution document for the information and
guidance of delegations.

45, Members then examined examples of abbreviated summary records two to three
pages in length prepared by the Secretariat dand compared them to the original
summary records on which they were based. While the abbreviated records were
acceptable to some delegations, others believed that the reduced content of the
abbreviations would not adequately reflect the proceedings. The Committee agreed
that the Chairman should write to the relevant United Nations organs describing the
Committee's work in this matter and requesting their views on which form of record,
the summary or the experimental abbreviated summary, was more appropriate for their
own purposes. The Committee would then be in a position to report to the General
Assembly at its fortieth session.

B. Examination of various causes of the late issuance
of documentation

46, The Committee discussed this item pursuant to paragraph 11 of General Assembly
resolution 38/32 E, which requested it to examine the various causes of the late
issuance of documents in the different official and working languages and to
consider possible solutions to this problem.

47. 1In its examination of this question, the Committee had before it a report
(A/AC.172/98) on the causes of the late issue of documentation, and an
administrative instruction from the Secretary-General (ST/AI/189/Add.23 of

24 February 1982) on regulations for the planning and submission of documents for
sessions of United Nations organs. Th:.t instruction contained a timetable for the

submission of pre~session documents to the Department of Conference Services by
author departments.

48, In the course of the discussion of this item, representatives posed a number
of questions to the Secretariat on the capacity of the document-processing services
and about the simultaneous distribution of documents in all languages, the reasons
for the delay in the preparation of documents and the reasons for the
non-implementation of earlier General Assembly resolutions governing the control

and limitation of documentation.
49, Members were informed that the Secretariat adhered strictly to the requirement

for simultaneous distribution of documents in all languages, and that exceptions
were made only under extraordinary conditions and with the consent of the head of

-10-



department or office concerned, and that such consent should follow consultations
with the bureau of the organ concerned. At the same time, it was stressed that the
Translation Division and other document-processing services were making every
effort to speed up their work.

50. The Department of Conference Services did urge author departments to adhere to
the timetables, described in section II of General Assembly resolution 33/56 of

14 December 1978 for the submission of documents, although they could not in
practice enforce punctual submission. Indeed, in order to ensure the timely issue
of documents for a meeting, it was sometimes necessary to give late documents
priority over those that had been submitted in good time.

51. It was also explained that in view of the growing specialization of United
Nations activities and, consequently, the need for correspondingly greater
specialized knowledge on the part of its translators, the maintenance and updating
of terminology bulletins were extremely important. That could give rise to
difficulties inasmuch as neologisms had to be coined in some langrages in which the
specialized vocabularies had not yet been established. Only six terminologists
were employed at United Nations Headquarters for over 300 translators. That
represented a much smaller proportion than in most other organizations.

52. Members found it unsatisfactory that documents should be issued late, and
expressed dissatisfaction with the failure to implement provisions of General
Assembly resolutions on that matter, although it was recognized that strenuous
efforts were frequently made within the Department of Conference Services to
produce documents on time.

53. It was noted that the document-processing services were subject to overloading
because of the clustering in the calendar of bcdies with heavy documentation
needs. In reply to a question on whether the document-processing capacity of the
Secretariat was taken into account during the planning of the calendar, the
Secretariat informed the Committee that the calendar was based mainly on the
decisions of intergovernmental bodies, although the Secretariat always pointed out
the problems connected with the reporting procedures that had to be taken into
account in that process. Also, for instance, legal bodies had to meet either
before or after the sessions of the Preparatory Commission for the International
Sea-Bed Authority, and that increased the tendency for bodies to be bunched
together in the calendar at certain times of the vear.

54. 1t was agreed that author departments should also abide by the provisions of
section II of resolution 33/56 in respect of the circulation of the report on the
state of preparedness of documentation requested by United Nations organs, and that
that report should explain any delay and identify the Secretariat unit responsible
for it. It was also agreed that the list of documents required to be circulated at
the closing of sessions of United Nations organs, provided for in section II of
resolution 36/117 A of 10 December 1981, should be prepared.

C. Backlogs in United Nations publications

55. Pursuant to section XII of General Assembly resolution 38/234 of

20 December 1983, the Committee considered a report (A/AC.172/99) on backlogs in
the issuance of United Nations publications. The report dealt with three
publications - the Yearbook of the United Nations, the Treaty Series and the

~11-
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1O0fficial Records of the United Nations - in respect of which temporary assistance

7 had been requested and granted in order to eliminate backlogs in their production.

i56. In response to questioning by one delegation, it was reported that during 1983
7 the Yearbook had sold 5,350 copies, and that 200,000 copies had been sold since
}1947, thus making the Yearbook the second-best selling United Nations publication.

57. Another delegation expressed the hope that future backlogs could be eliminated
i without resort to temporary assistance.

-12-



IV. IMPROVED ORGANIZATION OF WORK AND EFFECTIVE USE
OF CONFERENCE RESOURCES

58. On 3 May 1984, at its 204th meeting, the Committee considered four documents
(A/AC.172/100, A/AC.172/1984/CRP.2, 3 and 4) prepared by the Secretariat in
pursuance of resolution 38/32 F, Commenting on them, one delegation suggested ways
in which the reports should be revised and how additional information might be
included to reflect more fully the purpose of that resolution, which was to
quantify and compare the demand for and the supply of conference resources and to
show their utilization, so that delegations could see the impact of their demands
on the physical and human resources available to the Organization.

59. Members agreed that future draft calendars of conferences and meetings should
continue to be presented to the General Assembly in their traditional chronological
form, but that there was value in indicating the documentation needs of bodies.

60. The Committee resumed its discussion of this item at its 211th meeting on
23 August 1984. It was decided to note the statistical information presented by

the Secretariat.

61. It was also decided to resume examination of this item on the basis of an
analytical summary of the statistical and tabular data provided by the Secretariat
which would enable the comparison of the impact of demands by delegations on the
physical, human and documentation capacity of United Nations conference services,
as requested in General Assembly resolution 38/32 F.

-13-



V. ADDENDUM TO THE MEDIUM~TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1984-1989

162. In accordance with rule 103.5 (c) of the Secretary-General's rules on
4implementation of the Regulations Governing Programme Planning, the Programme
{Aspects of the Budget, the Monitoring of Implementation and the Methods of
iEvaluation, the Committee on Conferences discussed, during its 1984 session, the
imedium-term plan proposals for conference services contained in document
1A/37/6/Add.2.

163. The comments and recommendations of the Committee are set forth below.

I. GENERAL ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR PROGRAMME

2Increasing complexity of the meetings programme

» 30.3 Inquiries were made about the significance of the inclusion of
isubparagraph (a), "the further utilization of Vienna and, eventually, Nairobi, as
imajor United Nations conference centres" as one of the factors leading to the
iincreasing complexity of the meetings programme. Some delegations expressed
jconcern that this might pre-judge any future decision of the General Assembly in
ithis regard. Some misgivings were also voiced over the expression "major United
‘Nations conference centres”. Other members of the Committee declared that the
iincreased use of the conference centres at Vienna and Nairobi would lead to
igreater efficiency in the impiementation of the calendar of conferences. The
ﬁUnder-Secretary-General for Conference Services and Special Assignments stated that
;the subparagraph was intended as a statement of observable fact which should be
jtaken into account in future planning, but assured the Committee that General
{Assembly resoclution 31/140, section I, of 17 December 1976, would continue to be
gstrictly observed.

iChanging technology

‘ 30.7 One delegation proposed the insertion of the word "long-term" between
;the words "overall" and "objective", while others felt that the long-term nature of
ithe technical innovations programme was implicit in the context.

: 30.8 One representative questioned the fact that reference was made to
reductions in "unit labour costs" resulting from technological innovations, rather
;than to a reductions in staff levels. The Secretariat replied that new technology
would lead to greater productivity, but that reductions in current resource levels
would be feasible only if the workload remained constant. The Committee was
reminded that the Department of Conference Services was a servicing Department with
no control over either the volume or the incidence of the workload imposed upon it.

30.10 In response to a question as to the authority for the introduction of
computer and/or word-processing applications being introduced during the current
biennium, the assurance was given that the programme was being implemented in
accordance with the broad mandate given by the General Assembly and within the
'approved budgetary limits.

E64. Commenting on the general orientation of the major programme as a whole, one
§delegation described its language as too optimistic, inasmuch as the impression was
‘given that all the plans described in it would be carried out within the plan

-14-



period. It was explained that in the introduction to the plan for this major
programme, an attempt had been made to anticipate general future trends not
necessarily confined to the particular period covered by the plan.

PROGRAMME 1. EDITORIAL AND OFFICIAL RECORDS SERVICES

SUBPROGRAMME 1. EDITORIAL SERVICE

30.13 The Committee agreed that the word "Mandate" in programmes 1-5 and 8 :
should be replaced by the words "Legislative authority". In that regard, it should
be made clear that since no specific intergovernmental mandate for the functions of
the subprogrammes exists, it had been decided to cite instead the relevant
organizational arrangements instituted by the Secretary-General.

30.18 The Committee was informed that no further financial resources would be
requested for the elimination of the backlog in official records.

g b e o 1 e i e T et

SUBPROGRAMME 2, DOCUMENTS CONTROL SERVICE

30.29 The Committee agreed that substantive units and their submitting
officers should be reminded of their share in the responsibility to ensure the
tinmely issuance of documents by striving for greater accuracy in their workload
estimates.

PROGRAMME 2, INTERPRETATION AND MEETINGS SERVICES

SUBPROGRAMME 1. PLANNING AND MEETINGS SERVICES
30,50 It was agreed that specific reference should be made to the Committee

on Conferences in subparagraph (i), where the Committee's mandate is set forth.

PROGRAMME 4., PUBLISHING SERVICES

SUBPROGRAMME 1, PRINTING SERVICE

30.86 It was observed that the introduction of new technology should
eventually result in faster production and reduced costs.

SUBPROGRAMME 3. DISTRIBUTION SERVICE

30.108; 30.111; 30.112 The need for a conveyer belt system was questioned by
one delegation. The difficulties encountered in manually transporting large
quantities of urgently required documents over a distance equivalent to six city
blocks were explained.

PROGRAMME 5. DAG HAMMARSKJOLD LIBRARY SERVICES

SUBPROGRAMME 1, COLLECTION AND ORGANIZATION OF INFORMATION

30.136 One delegation described the continuing computerization programme
outlined in subsection (d) as too ambitious.

-15-



RIS

. S

VI. EVALUATION OF THE PREPARATION AND HOLDING OF UNITED NATIONS
SPECIAL CONFERENCES

- 65. The Committee examined the report of the Conference Management Committee of
., the International Conference on the Question of Palestine, prepared in accordance
- with the guidelines annexed to General Assembly resolution 37/14 B of

16 December 1982, The Committee agreed to note the report.

16~



VII. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE DURING SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

66. The Committee decided to adopt guidelines for its work in implementation of
parayraph 6 of General Assembly resclution 35/10 A4, of 3 Nevember 1980, by which
all proposals affecting the schedule of conferences and meetings made at sessions
of the Assembly should be reviewed by the Committee when administrative
implications are being considered. Particular attention would be paid when:

(a) Proposals involved exceptions to General Assembly resolutions and
decisions;

(b) Proposals might cause administrative difficulties.

67. A delegation proposed that the Secretariat should be requested, when prepq;ing
statements on the administrative and financial implications of draft resolutions to
be submitted to the General Assembly, to include, where possible, a statement of
the utilization by the organ concerned during its last session of conference~-
servicing resources, specifically conference time and documentation.

-17-



VIII. OTHER BUSINESS

68. On 2 May 1984, the members of the Committee on Conferences, together with
members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, toured
sections of the Department of Conference Services at the Under-Secretary-General's
invitation. The operations of the pre-press, press and finishing areas of the
Reproduction Section were described and shown to members while work was in progress
there. The party was then conducted through the Distribution Section, whose
function and workings were also explained to them. Afterwards they visited the
Spanish and French word-processing units to inspect the equipment in use there.

69. Thanking the Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services and Special
Assignments for organizing the tour, the Chairman, speaking at the close of the
204th meeting of the Committee on Conferences, described the visit as extremely
useful for the Committee. He felt that members of the Committee had not known how
much work was done in the Reproduction and Distribution Sections and had learned a
great deal. The Chairman added that it might also be useful for the Committee to
visit facilities at other United Nations conference centres such as Geneva, Vienna
and Nairobi. One delegation suggested that a tour of the Translation Division
should be organized.

-18-



IX. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Terms of reference and membership

70. The General Assembly. bv its resolution 32/72 of 9 Dacember 1977, decided to
retain the Committee on Conferences established under its resolution 3351 (XXIX) of
18 December 1974, fThe Committee's terms of reference are to be found in paragraphs
3 and 4 of resolution 32/72.

71. At its 71lst plenary meeting, on 25 November 1983, the General Assembly agreed
to extend the mandate of the Committee on Conferences for a further three years
beginning on 1 January 1984. Subsequently, the President of the General Assembly
appointed the following 22 States members of the Committee: Algeria, Austria,
Bahamas, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Cyprus, France,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Honduras, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Mexico,
Nigeria, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Sccizlist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

B. Officers
72. The Committee elected the following officers to serve in 1984:
Chairman: Mr. Michael G. Okeyo (Kenya)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Mihail Bushev (Bulgaria)

Mr. Patricio Damm (Chile)
Mr. A. B. Goonetilleke (Sri Lanka) 4

Rapporteur: Mr. Wilfried Almoslechner (Austria).

C. Organization of work

73. The Committee agreed to meet as required to take up matters related to the !
calendar of conferences and its implementation, in particular the consideration of |
inter-sessional departures from the approved calendar. For the consideration of

various substantive questions, the Committee decided to hold two one-week series off
meetings during 1984. :

74. The Committee also agreed to continue taking decisions by consensus, bearing
in mind the substance of the items discussed and adopting, where necessary, a
pragmatic and flexible approach in order not to impede the exercise of the
Committee's functions.

75. The Committee met from 30 April to 4 May and from 20 August to
5 September 1984.
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D. Programme of work

176, On the basis of a note by the Secretariat, the Committee discussed its
“iprogramme of work for 1984 and agreed upon an agenda for its substantive meetings.
1This can be found in document A/AC.172/95. The Under-Secretary-General for
|Conference Services and Special Assignments addressed the Committee at its
#organizational session and at both its substantive sessions.

177. A list of documents submitted to the Committee on Conferences by the
iSecretariat appears in annex I to this report.
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ANNEX I

Documents submitted to the Committee on Conferences
since the close of its 1983 substantive session

Symbol Title
A/37/6/A484.2 Medium-term plan proposals for conference services
A/3%/239 and Add.l Joint Inspection Unit report on publications

policy and practice in the United Nations
system; comments of the Secretary-General

A/AC.172/INF/4 List of members of the Committee on Conferences
for 1984

A/AC.172/87/Add.1/Rev.1 Recurrent publications of the United Nations

A/AC.172/88/Ad4d.2 Shortening of sessions or a biennial cycle of
sessions of United Nations organs: statistics

A/AC.172/92 Calendar of conferences and meetings of the
United Nations for 1984-1985

A/AC.172/93 Provisional agenda of the Committee on Conferences
for 1984

A/AC.172/95 Agenda of the Committee on Conferences for 1984

A/AC.172/96 and Add.l and 2 Shortening of sessions or a biennial cycle of

sessions of United Nations organs

A/AC,.172/97 Feasibility of instituting an abbreviated form
of summary record

A/AC.172/98 Examination of the various causes of the late
issuance of documents

A/AC.172/99 Backlogs in United Nations publications
A/AC.172/100 and Rev.l Existing conference resources, services and
and Corr.l facilities within the United Nations system
A/AC.172/101 " Intersessional departure from the approved
calendar of conferences for 1984
A/AC.172/1983/CRP.10, Information presented to the Committee on
11 and Rev.l, 12 and 13 Conferences in accordance with paragraph 6

of General Assembly resoluticn 35/10 A

A/AC.172/1983/CRP.14 Matters related to the calendar of conferences
and meetings for 1984

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.1 and Add.l Pattern of conferences
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Symbol

{A/AC.172/1984/CRP,2

+A/AC.172/1984/CRP,.3 and Add.1l

| A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 4

:A/AC.172/1984/CRP.5 and Add.1l

| A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 6

and Add.l1l-5

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.7

and Corr.l

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.8

A/AC.172/1984/CRP,9

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.10

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.11

A/AC.172/1984/CRP,12

Title
Revised draft calendar of conferences and
anticipated meetings of the United Nations
for 1985 grouped according to subject matter

Conference-servicing capacity at United Nations
Headquarters

External conference-servicing resources

List of documents required by the Committee
on Conferences:

Preliminary draft report of the Committee on
Conferences

Draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings
for 1985

Feasibility of instituting an abbreviated form of
summary record: draft informational document

Evaluation of the preparation and holding of
United Nations special conferences

Examples of various kinds of (abbreviated summary)
records

Cost of meetings of United Nations bodies

Shortening of sessions or a biennial cycle of
sessions of United Nations organs
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors throughout the
world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences dépositaires du
monde entier. Informez-vous auprés de votre libraire ou adressez-vous & ; Nations Unies, Section
des ventes, New York ou Genéve,

KAK MOJIYYHTH U3JAHHS OPTAHY 3AIHH OB BEAUHEHHBIX HAIIMH

Hapanua Oprannzanuu OSveaunennsix Hauuil moxHO KYIMHTb B KHHXHBIX Mara-
SHHAX H areHTCTBAX BO BCeX paloHax Mupa. Hamogure CNIpaBKH 00 H3gaHHAX B
BalmleM KHHXHOM MarasuHe HAIM ITHILIHTe HO anpecy: Opradu3anua O6beAHHEHHbBIX
Hauwui, Cexnusn no npogasxe Hanauui, Hew-Plopk unu X¥enena,

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estan en venia en librerias y casas distribuidoras en
todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirijase a: Naciones Unidas, Seccién de Ventas,
Nueva York o Ginebra.

Litho in United Nations, New York 00700 21287—September 1984—3,475
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