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The meeting was_called'toiorder at 10,25 a.m,’

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP
OF EXPERTS (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN.4/1410; E/CN.4/1411; E/CN,4/1429;
E/CN.4/143%0; E;CN.4/NGO/290) - ‘

THE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJCYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF POLITICAL, MILITARY,
ECONOMIC AND OTHEL. FORMS OF ASLISTANCE GIVEN TO COLONLAL AND RACIST REGIMES IN
SOUTHERN /FRICA (agenda item 7) (continued) (4/RES/35/32; B/CN.4/Sub.2/425 and
Add.1-7)

TMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT
OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID (agenda item 17) (continued)(E/CN.4/1415 and Add.1-9;
E/CN.4/14163 B/CN.4/1417; B/CN.4/1426; B/ CN,2/NGO/290; A/RBS/35/39)

(a) STODY IN COLLABORATION WITH THE SUB~-COMEISSION ON PREVENTION OF
DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES OF WAYS AND MBANS OF LNSURING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF UNITED NATTIONS RESOLIMIONS BEARING ON APARTHEID, RACTISM AND
RACTAL DISCRIMINATION; (b) IMPLEMBNTATION OF THE PROGRAMME FOR THE DECADE FOR
ACTION TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACTAL DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 21) (continued)(E/CN.4/1431;
B/CN.4/144T; B/CH.4/1448 and Add.1; A/RES/34/24, A/RES/35/33; 4/RES755] 3435
- ST/HR/SER.A/3; ST/HR/SER.A/5)

1. DMr, KALINOWSKI (Poland) said that the policy of apartheid pursued by the racist
South African authorities constituted an affront to the dignity of all mankind and

a challenge to the international community. Racism and fascism sought the same goals,
namely the degradation of groups and peoples through attacks on their physical and
moral integrity and their consequent destruction. That was shown clearly by the
information contained in the comprehensive report of the Ad Hoc Working Group .of
Bxperts (E/CN.4/1429), which confirmed that the South African racists were persisting
in a policy of apartheid and oppression against the local population in order to
perpetuate the rule of the vhite minority, ucing such methods as torture of political
prisoners and detainees, mass removals of populations and harassment of trade union
leaders and of students. In addition, the South African authorities were pursuing a
policy of discrimination in the educational field in South Africa and in Namibia,

a Territory which they continued to occupy in defiance of the United Nations.
Moreover, South African forces were carrying out attacks against neighbouring countries,
killing hundreds of people.

2 His delegation fully agreed with the conclusions and recommendations of the

Ad Hoc Working Group. In particular, it drew attention to the statement by the Group
that since wouth Africa was suspected of having acquired the capability of
manufacturing nuclear weapons, the situation in that country posed a real threat to
international peace and security. In his delegation's opinion, the Commission should,
in accordance with the recommendations of the Group, make an urgent appeal to the
international community, particularly countries which maintained relations with

South Afriea, to join-the United Nations in its efforts to bring an early end to the
inhuman system of apartheid,
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3. It was clear from the Group's report that South Africa had taken no notice of
the various United Nations resolutions on the question of apartheid, including the
18 resolutions on that subject adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth
gsession, The South African régime would be unable to defy the United Nations in
that manner if it did not enjoy the support of certain countries and transnational
corporations, and consequently his delegation fully supported the Group's
recommendation that the Commission should urge those countries which maintained
political, economic, cultural and other forms of collaboration with South Africe
to terminate such relations in view of that country's policy of apartheid, which
the international community recognized as a crime against humanifty.

a, His delegation believed that the Commission should disseminate widely the

report by Mr, Khalifa, Special Rapporteur, on the adverse consequences for the

enjoyment of human rights of political, military, economic and other forms of

assistance given to the colonial and racist régimes in southern Africa (E/CN.4/Sub.2/425),
vhich listed the transnational corporations, banks and other organizations that

provided such assistance. OSuch a measure would help to put an end to the activities
vhich undermined the decisions taken by the United Nations. Furthermore,

Y¥ir. Khalifa's report should be updated annually., "

5. His delegation attached great importance to the implementation of intermational
instruments such as the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
off the Crime of Apartheid, to which all Member States should be called on to accede.
It was regrettable that, as at 30 January 1981, only 58 States had acceded to that
Convention, a number too small to ensure an effective struggle against apartheid.
His Government had acceded to the Convention in 1976 and had alrecady submitted two
neriodic reports, Polish legislation strictly prohibited any distinction based on
racial, national or ethnic origin. In his delegation's opinion, the study on ways
and means of ensuring the implementation of international instruments such as the
convention concerned deserved careful consideration.

6, It was necessary for all States to desist frowm any political, wmilitary or
eccnomic co-operation with the Preteria régime with a view to eliminating apartheid,
the suppression of vhich would mean the end of that régime. Iis delegation was
convinced that the time would come when spartheid and discrimination would

disappear in South Africa and Namibia, Although the recent conference on Namibia had
not preduced concrete results, the growing national liberation movement in

South Africa and Namibia created genuine prospects for the overthrow of the last
bastions of colonialism and racism in Africa. The irreversible course of history

had been demonstrated by the recent creation of the State of Zimbabwe. In conclusion,
he expressed his delegation's support for the just struggle being waged by the
peoples of southern Africa.

7. Mr, AL-BAROUDI (Syrian Arabd Republic) noted that in its report (E/CN.//1429)
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts stated that the inhuman policies of the racist
régime of Pretoria were continuing and confirmed in its conclusions that political
repression, detention without trial, mass removals of populations, torture of
political prisoners and detainees and exploitation of the black labour force were
systematic practices of the white minority Govermnment of South Africa,
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8. His delegation, which fully supported all the recommendations in the Ad Hoc
Viorking Group's report, drew particular attention to paragrapi 19 concerning the
countries which still waintained political, economic, cultural and other forms of
collaboration with South Africa, It was clear tliat the Pretoria régimefWOuld not

be able to pursue its apartheid policy without the support of some Western countries,

TAM

particularly mnembers of ITATO.

0. South Africa was seeking fto extend its apartheid policy to neighbouring
countries.’ In-that connection, he referred to a recent article in the Infernational
Terald Tribune vhich auoted a high-raniting army spoliesman in Pretoria as saying that

South Afxica intended to carry cut attacks against black nationalist guerrillas in
b

¢
neighbouring countries.  The article went on to say that those comments hed followed
a raid by South African commandos into lozambique and that although the raid had
piven rise to appeals by the blacl: States for sanctions and punitive messures against
South Africa,; according to local molitical commentators South Africahad wade the
move because the new administration in the United 3tates was likely to blockt any
‘decision o impose sanctions on South Africa. The same newspaper had later reported
on the work of the Confercnce ormanigzed by the United Wations Snecial Committee
against Apartheid at Drussels at which 44 members of national legislatures and the-
Buropean Parliavent had called for an oil euwbargo against South Africa to supplement
the arus ewbarso approved by the Security Ceouncil in 1977. The participants had.
regretted that some Western shipping companies were helping South Africa to
circumvent -the oil ewbarge decided upon by Arab oil producers. Those statements
proved beyond any doubt that the West was responsible for -the continuation of the
policy of avartheid in South Africa and Namibia.

10. The peoples of southern Africa were aware that tultinational corporations were
plundering their natural rescurces. However, the exploiters were also aware that
their interests were endangered as.a result of the awalrening of the exploited peoples,
and in TFebruary 1981 the President of an Anglo-American corporation had appealed to
the Government of Pretoria to modify its racist policy towards the African people
because otherwise a revolution could he expected within fiveuyears.

11. In referring to raciswm in South Africa, it was essential to note that the

Zionists dntended tc pursue similar nolicies in order to control the wealth of “the

Arab nation. It was clear that zionism and apartheid shared the same ideoclogy and

were based on the false dssumpﬁion of the superiority of the colonialist settlers-

over the indigenous populations. It was thersfore no wonder that the General Asseuwbly
had in 1975 declared zionism to be a form of racism and racial discrimination -and had
equated it with apartheid. With regard to the increasing co-operation between Pretoria
and Tel Aviv, he referred to an article published in a South African monthly magazine
which-drew atterition to the substantial growth in trade between the two countries.

12. Note should also be taken of the fact that the surrender of Lgypt and its

alliance with the United States and Israel had increased the tempo of South Africa's
aggression against Angola and lozawbique. With the congent of Erypt, the.United States
had established military bases in Egyptian territory in order to interfere in any
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African country which rejected its hegemony. As a result of the Camp David accords,
Egypt had beccme an interventionist Power which seriously threatened the struggle of
the African people. The cibjectives of South Africa, Isracl and Egypt therefore
converged against the interests of both-the African and Arab peoples. t was
significant that the recent conference on Ilamibia, held at Geneva, had failed because
SWAPO had rightly felt that il was veing deprived of its rights and that there was a
conspiracy.%o. undermine the future of Hanibia ss an independent State with full
sovereignty over its territory and national resources ’

13. Together with the overwheluing majority of nations, his country had persistently
called upon the Security Council to impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions against
South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. Illowever, the
rajor trading partners of South Africa had constantly evaded the issue, thus showing
their preference for a contimuation of a situation thalt threatened peace and sccurity
in southern Africa. '

14. His Government had resularly subuitted its reports on the implementation of the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid
to the Group of Three. It had stated on several occasions that the Convention would
renain a dead letter unless article V, providing for the establishment of an '
international penal ftribunal, was 1mplemented. It had also suggested the formulation
of a set of otanuard axrticles on the suppressicn and punishment of the criwme of
apartheid, in order to provide States with guidance in drawing up penal provisions.
The 1ntev1m report <u/bu'ﬂ/l420) would e carefully studied by his Govermment, which
would submit its comments on the draft Convention on the Dgtablishment of an
International Penal Tribunal and on the draft Additional Protocol for the Penal
Enforcement of the International Convention.

15. His delegation regretted that the information contained in the revised report by
lr. Khalifa (E/CH.ﬂ/oub 2/ 25) was not sufficiently comprehensive to give a clear idea
of the extent and nature of co-operation between States, multinational corporations

or individuals and the racist régime of Pretoria. 1% also expressed disappointment

at scme oulssions relating to co-operation between South Africa and Israel.

16. He reaffirmed hig Governueut s determination to pursuc its truggle a rainst
apartheid by all the neans at its disposal and reiterated its support for SWAPO and
the African Nabtional:-Congress. The Governuent and neople of SJrla regarde d the
struggle of those ftwo liberation movements against iwmperialism, colonialism, foreign
occupation and raciswm as part of ite own fight.

Ao

17. lrs. NAVCHAA (Mongolia) said that the documents on

the ifens before the Commission
provided further evidence of an intensification of fthe »olicy of apartheid and racial
discrimination in South Africa, The world continued o de eplore the deily sufferings

enduréed by the South African people and the increasing oppression of South Africa's
black majority uhroaﬂb terror, arbitrary arrests, shan trials and concentration caups.
The people of Namibia, which was «till under the illegal occupation of South Africa,
were also subjected to the criminal practices of the apartheid régime, and the peoples
of the neighbouring Stetes, particularly Angola ané Zambia, were the targets of
repeated aggression. ‘
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18. Tt was quite clear that the continuing collaboration of certain Wegtem

countries, primarily NATO nembers, and Israel with the racist South African

régine, especially in the nilitary and econonic fields, was encouraging that

régine to peéersist in its inhunan policy of apartieid, which constituted a crine
against humanity. = According to the reports of the Ad Hoc Working Group of

Experts (E/CH. 4/1426 and B/é N.%/l429) and the report of Mr. Khalifa (E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/42:),
the Western countries were continuing to strengthen relations with the apartheid
régime in varicus fields. Moreover, the tramsnational corporations were expanding
their activities in southemn Africa.

19. It was clear that South Africa had acquired the ability to manufacture nuclear
weapons as a result of its close collaboration with WATO nembers in the nuclear
technology inli a situation which posed a grave threat to international peace and
security. had therefore Yecome necessary to adont appropriate and effective
Heasures, inoluulng the application to South Africa OL the sanctions provided for
in Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. To that end, the
international conference con sanctions against South ifrica to be held in May 1981
was of the utnost imporiance. '

d.

20. Her delegation was concerned at the fact that only 58 States had thus far
acceded to the International Convention on the Suppressicn and Punishment of the
Cririe of Apartheid and found it surprising tnat not o single Westem country had
yet done so. To be effective, the Cenvention mwst be ratified and dmplenented
on a universal hasis. :
2l. It was also alarming tc note the proliferation of ideas and doctrines based
on racial superiority and hatred and the resurgence in a nunber of Westemn
countries of Fescist end nec-Hazi organizations. Paragraph 15 of the Programme
of activities to be undertaken during the second half cf the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrinination rightly called upon all States to prohibit
such racist organizations (General‘hguemblv resolution 37/2%, afnex ).

22, Her Govemmment attached great inportarce to the reasures taken by the
United Nations tc combat all forms of racial discrimination and supported, in
“particular, the Decade for Action to Combat Racisu and Racial Discrimination.
Furtherniore, Mongolia was assisting the liberation movements of South Africa and
Namibia in their Just struggle agalnut colonialism, racism and anartheid,

2%, My, MUBANGA-CHIPCYA: (Z nola) expressed his approolatlon of all thosge
instituflonq and individuals whose efforts had focused world attention on the plight
of the non-white population in South Africa and would evertually putbt an end to

the senseless practice of agpvartheid and other Fascist systend of nass slavery.:

24. e commended the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on its report (E/CN’4/1429).
The grin facts outlined in that docunent, including attacks on refugee camps in
Ingols and in Nemibid, in which many old and infirm persons, woren and children

had been killed and 1n3ared confirned his own country's experience cf the Pretoris
régine's brutality. He and his fanily nad been present during an attack on a
refugee settlement outside Lusaka, in which helicopters and bazookas had been used.
They had been in grave danger, and their neighbour, a prouinent uember of the
Zepbian Governrient, had been fired on by the attackers. The front-line African
States were constantly suffering such assaults, of which the outrageous attack on
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Maputc ir January 1981 had been the latest exanple. At times South African trogns
occupied digiricts in those States for nonths on end, killing or maining those

who failed to collaborate with thnn or. who  were suspeotod of supporting
liberation movements.

25. The events outlined in the report involved not only viclations of the Charter
and the Univergsal Declaration of Iuman Rights, but alsc breaches of international
law and of all that ticdern civilization stcod for.  In paragraph 112 cf the report.
some examples were given of the harsh punishient meted out to yrisoners on trial
who had been courageous enough to express their opposition to apartheid and their

beliefs in the inalienable right to self-determination. The report also described
how the so-called "homelands" policy was designed o proviﬂe cheap black labour,
and how viectins of apartheid had been tortured and mutilated.

26, Although the attitude to racial differences had undergone profound. changes:
in most parts of the world in recent years, the Afrikaner still regarded
non-vwhites as inferlor and sought to justify apartheid on the grounds that it
preserved civilization - a clain which ignored the advanced non-Furopean
civilizations of which Wegtern civilization was the descendant. Lypartheid, which
was contrary to the spirit of the Charter and the international comwnity's views, -
stermed not from greed alone but from an apparent quasi-religious conviction;

and the policies arising fron it, such as the "Bantu homelands! policy, further
frustrated contact and understanding between peoples Southern Africa posed a
problen so fundanental that, as the répresentative of Cyprus had noted, only the
nost drastic measures could produce any progress.

27. Tor centuries, philosophers and scholars »f jurisprudence had been evaluating
nan's inherent value and stressing the relationship between respect for human rights
and. the nainterance of peace, and between a country's ill-treatrient of its own
citizens and aggression against other nations. Perhaps the firgt assertion of

such notions had appeared in the objectives of the Congress of Vienma; they had
later been reflected in the League of Nations, the Intermational Labour Organisation,
the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. .

The Universal Dec_aration and the Charter were internationa . instrunents whose
validity no court could dispute siuply on the grouncs that the State concermed had
never congsented to all their provisions. The Charter, in Articles 55 and 56 and

J

elsevhere, set forth the duties of States; in addition,the declaration annexed to
General Asserbly resolution 2625 (XXV) prnVJdec that States should refrain in

heir international relations from the threat or use of force, Moreover, the right
of all pecples to self—&eteLVlna+lon had beern reaffirmed in General Assenbly
resolution 545 (vi). Yet it was clear that South Africa continued to violate the

provigions of all those instruments.

28. Perhaps the best opportunity for solving the racial problen in South Africa
had been nissed in 1902, when the Boer wepublics of the Transvaal and the

Orange Free State had been defeated. = The United A+ngdon aathorities should have
ingisted on legislation in the defeated lands similar to that in foxce in

Cape Province, which had enfranchised the non-white population subject to preperty
gualifications.

29. One reason for the lack of progress was the assistance South iAfrica received
from Japan and the Western States whose companies profited from sweated labour

in South Africa. The argurient that those countries' Govemnments could not dictate
their nationals' trade policy was wnconvineing; such Governuents should recognize
the need to avoid frustrating the application, in -South Africa, of the otandards
their countries themselves had introduced to the world.
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30. As the representative of the Organization of African Unity (QAU) had stated,
Africa would persevere in its fight against apartheid. The purposcs of the
Charter of OAU included the oradication of all forms of colonialism from the
continent of Africa and the promotion of international co-operation, having

regard to the Charter of the United Mations and the Universal Declaration of

Human llohos° In accordance with those and other 11otrumGPUQ, the front-line
African States, despite their limited resources, would not flinch from their duty
of secking to end.the exploitation of man by man: To that cnd, Zambia encouraged
the African liberation movements to use negotiation rather than violence vherever
possible, pursuant to the Lusaka Manifesto of April 1969.

31. Me. SCHIFTER (United States of America) said that the United States had
consistently made knowvm its abhorrence of the South African Govermment's practice
of apartheid. As long as apartheid was maintained, it was impossible to develop
a desirable type of relatwonshlb with South Africa.

32, The United States had striven for equal rights and opportunities, under the
law, for all its citizens, and would continue to ensure that its Bill of Rights
applied to them in full, It was ready to share its experience in order to show
that the goal of equality was both essential and attainable.

33, The United States could not endorse any system which was racist in purpose or
effect, such as that currently applied in South Africa, The Commission would
shortly be considering ways of protecting the basic human rights of dissidents in
some oppressive societies vhich themselves were advocates of human rights, The
South African Govermment was one of the worst offenders in that respect. IBxpression
of oppesition to its policies was strictly curtailed by law and enforced through ‘
the practice .of banning; that practice violated human rights and the very notion .of
democracy, -and served only to provoke violence and repression.

34, Although the United States abhorred apartheid, it also abhorred violence and
terrorism, BEven in South Africa, change was gathering momentum, and any opportunity
to enhance evolutionary progress must be seized, for the benefit of all persons in
Soutir Africa as well as for the world at large. To extend humen rights

institutions to all, on the basis of equality, was always preferable to destroying
them through.violence,

35. A systenm Wthh soug ht to keep 85 per cent of the population in a subordinate
role was doomed to failure; those in South Africa itself who sought to change it
should be constructively supported. Strident rhetoric and calls for radical action
served only to encourage those prone to violence or to increase the intransigence

of those whoclung to the status_guo. In that comnection, there was good reason

to question the motives of those who criticized the human righits record of. other
countries whilst, in their own countries, rot even minimum human rights standards
were observed. '

36. The United States invited all to join in working towards a solution in which
South Africa, representing all its citizens, could take its vplace as a respected

member of the international community.

37. Hany nations, including his cwm, were aware of the scars vhich racism left on

a society and its individuals, and of the emotions it created.  But the efforts of
an international forum such as the Commission must focus on the attainment of a
better life for Scuth Africans of all races - which could best be achieved by a

concerted effort based on rcason, human brotherhood and the pursuit of progress.
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%8, lir, SAM (Federal Republic of Germany) said that, as his country's Minister
for Toreign Affairs had made clear at the General Assembly's thirty-fifth session,
the obligation to prohibit all fomms of racial discrimination was self-evident.
South Africa's presence in Namibia was incompatible with international law, and
South Africa alone was responsible for the failure of the conference held in
January 1981 to arrange for the implementation of the United Nations plan pursuant
to Security Council resolution 435 (1978). The international community must
persist in its efforts to achieve independence for Namibia through free elections
held under United Nations supervision. Developments in Zimbabwe had confirmed
his country'!s conviction that such solutions were possible even in the most
difficult circumstances.

39. His Government would continue te do its utmost, both through direct talks with
the South African Government and by means of co-operation with other interested
couﬂtrles, to help bring about a peaceful change in the situation in South Africa.

To that end, his delégation had voted in favour of Commission resolution 9 (XXXVI),
and had approved of the dispatch of a telegram by the Chairmen of the Commission at
its thirty-sixth session, calling on the South African Government to put an immediate
end to violent and represolvc measures., His delegation was confident . that.the
Chairman of the Commission at its current session would follow developments in
southern Africa with his customary diligenced

40, In the economic sphere, his country and its vartners in the Buropean Communlty
were seeking to exert influence by means of a code of conduct for enterprises
represented in South Afrloa particularly with a view to improving the conditions
of black African- employees of Eurcopean firms there. ¥or that reason, it felt that
severance of economic ties with South Africa would be unwise, and it disapproved of
lists which implied that trade relations with South Africa were tantamount to
support for, or complicity with, the racist régime.

41. His country! 8 society observed the principle of free trade; and private trade
with South Africa did benefit African workers and their families., However, such
trade was often the subject of attacks which were not only intemperate but in many
cases insincere, coming as they did from countries which themselves traded actively
with South Africa. For example, South African imports from CHEA countries had
exceeded 13 million rand in 1977 and over 14 million rand in 1978; South Africa

had exported to those countries goods worth over 21 million rand in 1977 and more
than 23 million rend in 1978, The trade of such countries with South Africa was,

of course, as legitimate and as helpful to the black population as anyone else's,

But the facts revealed vhat amounted to & policy with a double standerd, which should
have no place in the Commission's spvroach. Moreover, progress towards an acceptable
solution to the South African problem would be enhanced if the perennial propaganda
against the Wegtern States were abandoned.

42, MVr, MARTINEZ (Argentins) said that racial discrimination, o flagrant violation
of basic human rights and of the purposes and principles of the. Charter of the
United Nations, was particularly abhorrent when eunshrined in the very constitution
of a State, as was the case with apartheid. It was not surprising that the
non-aligned States, at their recent meeting in New Delhi, had condemned apartheid
as one of the most odious forms of human rights violations as well as a serious
threat to international peace and security.
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4%. His country sharcd that concern regarding the situation in southern Africa and
reaffirmed its support for the United Nations resolutions which condermed gpartheid
and recognized the legitimacy of the struggle of the peoples of southern Africa

to cradicate it. In that connection, he made particular mention of the :
General Assembly's condemmation of bantustenization as a violation of the fundamental
United Nations principle of territorial integrity in on attempt to maintein a racial
minority in power.  The iaternational community had rightly rejccted that endeavour
to pervert the principles of international law and fto reduce State soverecignty teo a
nockery by cstablishing artificial. States.

44. South Africe had further violated basic human rights and defied the opinion of
the world cormmmity by its denial of the right of sclf-determinetion in Namibia and
its extension of aparthcid to that Territory, His country joined the hon-aligned -

States in condemning South Africa for deliberately sabotbaging the wmceceting recently -

held in Geneva to .implement the United Nations plan for Namibian independence and it
agreed that South Africa's attitude constituted o threat to peace. -

45, Mr. ZORIN (Union. of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the persistence of
grogs and flagrant violation of the human rights of the vast majority of the
population of southern Africa constituted a threcat fto international peace and
security. For decades the ruling circles of South Africa had cnacted laws and
regulations. designed to cnsurc the domination of their white minority régime.

They also.inade every cffort to pit blecks and Asians against ecach other in order to
weaken their struggle against an apartheid system which maximized profits for a
white minority subsidized by badly paid Africans. A particularly odious expression
of that policy of "divide and rule'" was the bantusitans ecsteblished in the face of
international protest. Those artificisl States were no more than a reservoir of
cheap labour in which 80 per cent of the African population was forcibly settled on
13 per cent of the. territory, organized into unconnected units with no industry or
resources, and hence politically and ccononmically unviable, and placed under

puppet rulers. No country rccognized the bantustans, cven though the United States
and the United Kingdon had recently scnt observers to a farcical rofcrendun held
without the participation of three-quarters of the local populetion ond with many

. of its leaders in gaol. :

46. In spitc of everything, the apartheid systom was in scerious trouble and could
not survive., Its opponents increasingly included mcenmbers of all African cthnic
groups, including progressive whites, and their growing solidarity made victory
incvitable. Recently cosmctic changes had been instituted in the apartheid

systenn in a desperate affort to undermine that. joint struggle, but they could dececive
no onc, particularly against the background of increasingly frequent and brutally
crushed demonstrations. In those circumstances, it was esscential to support all
forces sitruggling against South Africa's open defiance of world opinion,

47. South Africa's apartheid volicy was inscparable from its increasing acts of
nilitary aggression against ncighbouring States, in which it used sophisticated
weaponry. He rccalled the statement by the representative of Zombia in that
conncction and noted that the South African arty had becn engaged in full battle
‘in Angola and had trained squads to carry out acts of sabotage in Mozambique.
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Voluminous evidence was-available rogerding those aggrceesive octs and.all . the
gsuffering they caused. - The undoclarced war agoing Augola, for example, which
included the bombardment of peaceful towns ond multiple incursions into Angolan
territory, had cl-imed many innobent victing and coused greot herm to the Angolan
cconomy.. A recent statement by thﬂ South African Forcign Minister indicdted that
such attacks would continue, in spite of the appcecls of the international commni ty
for Seouth Africa to rcspcct thu right of scli-dotormination and territorial integrity

48, Anple evidence hed alse boen prescnted to the Commission of the barbarous
ncasurcs, which now included o form of bentustanization, token by South Africa to
suppress the liberction movement in illegnlly cccupicd Tlamibia. South Africa had

~

sabotaged dthe recent confercnce to find ways of ilmplementing the United Hotions plan
for free clections in Neamibia in order to koep SWAPO, the sole logitimete ’
represcntative of the Hemibian poople, out of power, ond thereby had left little
alternative but amed struggle. In those circunstanccs, the Comiission must again
conderm South Africa and-demand the 1mplemontation of ite decisions garding Namibia.,

49. South Afrlc°'s pcr31otent and widespread VlOlutlonS of bvasic human rights
congtituted an inercesingly serious threat to peace, a thrcat.which could be ave rted
only by depriving South Africa of the political and ceconoiic support which it
needed to survive. That support came largely from the United States, the
United Kingdon and Isracl, countrics which argucd that they were powerless to linit
the activitics of private caterprise and cven tricd to maintain that such

activitics actually helped the African population. o such argument was cver
invoked to prevent cmbargos agoinst the USSR or Cuba, however. Nor werc the
countries concerncd cxempt from the United Nations arms cmbergo which was in force
against South Africe and binding. on all Mcmber States. Yet it was technical know-how
deriving from the United Stotes, the United Kingdonm, the Federal Republic of Germany
and other countries that had enzbled South Africa to develop a nuclear capability,
in Spit@ of the Non-Prolifcration TvcetV, to which, incidentally, South Africa was
not a party. The ostensibly non-military material. provided to South Africa was
ea811y converted to nilitery purposcs. Those same States, which paid lip-service

to their opposition to apartheid, also provided South Africa with cvery kind of
conventional weapon, under a gystem of foreign licences, At the sane tine,
profit-ninded Western nanopcll were plundering the naturel wealth of Namibicx,
fron which’ thpv drew a nuaber of stretegic naterials, including uraniuwm. It was
in order to protect their investuents that cortain Western countrieu argued for
persuasion rather than action in dealing with South Africa. What was neceded, however,
wes not persuasion, or even condermation, but the expansion of ““nCthL to include
211l forms of 2id “to South Africa in order o iselate it. All those who opposed
such a boycott were in effect co-operating with the apartheid régiuc.

50. Finally, it was urgent to implement all the provisions of the Prograrmme for
the Decade for Action %o Coumbat Racisn and Racial Discrimination and to maximizc

the effectiveness of the International Convention on the Suppression end Punishument
of the Crime of Apsrtheid by persuading those countrics which had not yet done so to
becone parties to it..
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51. Mr, AIMEIDA RIBEIRO (Portugal) recalled that Portugal, ‘which had been the
world'ls first colonial power, had, after repeated condemnations by the United Nations
and other international bodies, and following a prolonged period of international
isolation, granted independence to its African colonies. None of the former
Portuguese colonies, in Africa or elsewhere, had had a history of racial prejudice.
Indeed, the mixing of people of different races and religions had been a prominent
feature of Portuguese colonialism. The total absence of racial discrimination or
prejudice based on colour were attested to by Portugal's legacy of language and
institutions to countries in Africa, Asia and South America. Accordingly, Portugel
regarded as unnatural the institution of apartheid, which was repugnant to the
deep-rooted instincts of co-existence and racial tolerance of the Portuguese people.
His delegation had consistently expressed its disagreement with the practiee of
discrimination in South Africa.

52, However, any change of that racist policy must be brought about, not by
violent means, but by persuasion and by international pressure. In that regard,
the presence of half a million Portuguese in South Africa, most of whom were
engaged in modest professional or business activities, would not fail to exert an
influence, albeit small, on South African life. The severing of diplomatic or
economic relations with South Africa would not hasten change in that country's
racist institutions. On the contrary, such relations would bring pressure to
bear on South Africa's leaders to do away with the catastrophic and unnatural

practice of apartheid.

53, On the questionfoffNamibia, his delegation firmly believed that the
United Nations should take measures to ensure that that Territory's right to
self-determination was exercised freely and lawfully.

54.  In conclusion, he condemned South Africa's armed attacks against Angola and
Mozambique and expressed the fervent hope that such infringements of the
sovereignty of those two countries, which Portugal was proud of having assisted
to become independent and with which it had close ties, would cease once and

for all.

55. Mr. ORTIZ RODRICU:Z (Cuba) said that the inhumanity of the apartheid régime
had few parallels in history. The black people of South Africa, who constituted

the majority of the population, had been continually humiliated and brutally
exploited. Millions of individuals had been forced to leave their homes for

urban ghettos, and had been detained under racist laws; thousands of patriots

had been sentenced to long terms of imprisomment or tortured; and hundreds of .
persons had been massacred. for. their participation in anti-apartheid demonstrations.

56. More than 30 years had passed since the violations of human rights perpetrated
by the South African régime had first been brought to the attention of the

United Nations. The numerous valuable studies and investigations carried out . .
had demonstrated clearly the nature of the policy of apartheid and the consequences
of the institutionalization of racism and racial discrimination. After all the
work that had been done, and after witnessing year after year the suffering of

the black people of South Africa, one could not help wondering what were the

factors that made it possible for that situation to continue. The response of

the Pretoria régime to the repeated demands of international public opinion

had been to step up its discrimination, brutality and violations of human rights.
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That r¢gime, far from finding itself unable to continue its policy of genocide
against the black population, was enjoying increased foreign investment and an
expansion of trade, and was receiving more volitical, ecomomic and military aid,
including nuclear technology, which meant that South Africa constituted a more
serious threat to international peace and security than ever before. There had

been no improvement in the human rights situation in South Africa or in the
illegally occupied Territory of Namibia. The report of the Ad Hoc Working Group =
of Experts clearly showed the implementation of the recommendations of the Wiehahn
report to have been a sinister masquerade. Executions of opponents of the apartheid
régime continued to multiplys; the establishment of new bantustans continued; acts
of cruelty against persons detained as a result of their struggle against racism
were proliferating and were marked by increasing brutality and inhumanity. South
Africa had continued its cruel repression of all forms of resistance to the policy
of apartheid. In that connection, he noted the substantial increase in South Africa's
military budget to more than 17 per cent of its over-all budget.

57. Forced removals of the black population continued, with a view to instituting
complete and permanent separation of the races. Repression of black student
demonstrations resulted in the death or imprisomment of young people for their
opposition to separate and discriminatory education. The case of Nelson Mandela
was an'example“ i

58, ID Wamlbla, the Pretoris rdgime continued to disregard the resolutions of the.
Securlty Council and the General Assembly, at a time when the heroic. resistance of
the people of Namibia, 1ed by SWAPO and the patriots opposed to. the 111@ga1
occupation, was increasing. The failure of the recent conference on Namibia,
brought about by the clear lack of will on the part of the South African rdgime

to seek Just and genuine solutlons, was the latest proof of the nature of that
régime which, onspurious pretexts, and with the support of the imperialist
interesgts of'the United States and“its NATO allies, had once again ignored the
demand of the Namibian people for their independence. South Africa was continuin
its aggression agalnst the front line States in a vain affort to expand its
discriminatory rdégime

59. It was futile t6 sit and wait for the Pretoria régime to agree to abandon

its apartheid policy, to recognize. the rights of the black majority in South Africa
and to put an end to its illegal occupation of Namibia by permitting the free
exer01se, by the people, of their right to self-détermination. Zimbabwe had
attained independence as a result of the struggle of its people. Nothing could

be done to alter that historical fact. The Namibian people could not be expected
to wait quietly until the South African régime was ready to grant them their
independence.

60. The report of the Ad Hoc Vorking Group of Gxperts demonstrated the urgent
need for other concrete action by the United Nations to bring an end to the
apartheid rigime and to South Africa's policy of aggression in southern Africa.
His delegation, like others, wondered what spurious legal pretexts could be used,
in the current situation, to oppose the call for the imposition of sanctions
against South Africa.


http://vra.it

E/CN.4/SR.1601
page 14

61l. Without the active support of imperialism and its Western friends, and
without the continued activities and investment of transnational corporations,

and powerful centres of finance and technology in the VWestern world, the

Pretoria rdgime would not have the resources-to continue its damaging policy,

its repressive activities and its attacks against neighbouring countries and
would no longer be able to disregard world opinion. The self-proclaimed defenders
of human rights were prepared to protect such rights only when their own interests
‘were not affected. Vhen those interests were affected, they resorted to
rationalizations in order to Jjustify their conduct. What kind of morality was

it that preached against apartheid, while providing aid to racists, -and which
accused those struggling for recognition of their fundamental rights of acts

of terrorism? Co-operation with the South African rogime was not confined fo
innocent free trade, but extended to the supply of sophisticated weapons, which
were used to repress the black people of South Africa, and to the transfer of
nuclear technology. Respect for human rights began with the firm condemnation

of apartheid and all forms of racism, and support for liberation movements.

62. The documents before the Commission showed the provision of political,
economic and military assistance to the Pretoria régime to-be one of the most
important factors in the continued existence of apartheid. The Commission shéuld
renew its request to the group of major Western countries and others, such as
Israel, which provided such assistance, to join the majority of countries in
calling on South Africa to put an immediate end to that situation. The Commission
should also reiterate its solidarity with the peoples of South Africa and Namibia,
and with the front-line States, in their resistance to the Pretoria r-gime.
Support for the patriotic struggle in southern Africa should take the form of
concrete moral and material assistance. Such assistance would serve as
recognition and encouragement of the struggle being waged on behalf of mankind,

6%. Mr. SAIM (Federal Republic of Germany), replying to observations made by

the representative of the Soviet Union, reaffirmed that the Federal Republic of
Germany engaged in no military or nuclear weapons co-operation of any kind with
the racist régime of South Africa., He recalled that, as early as 1961, the
Federal Republic had refrained, on a voluntary basis, from exporting arms to
South Africa and had scrupulously implemented the mandatory arms embargo imposed
against South Africa by the Security Council. The Federal Republic had ratified
the Non-Proliferation Treaty and abided fully by its provisions, as it expected
all other signatories of the Treaty to do. He rejected the unfounded insinuation
that the Federal Republic of Germany had ever violated that Treaty.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.






