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The meeting was called.to order at 10.25 a.m. 

VIOMTIONS OF HUI-'IAN RIGHTS I N SOUTHERN AFRICA i REPORT OF THE ..AD. HOC .WORKING GROUP. 
OF EXPERTS (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN .4/141O; E/GN . 4 / I 4 I I I E/CN..4/Ï429 î 
E/CN.4/143O; E/CN.4/NGO/290I 

THS i\DVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYTiSNT OF HUÎ-IAN RIGHTS OF POLITICAL, MILITilRY, 
ECONOMIC AND OTHER F0R1ÍS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO COLONIAL AND RACIST REGIMES I N 
SOUTHERN .'AFRICA (agenda item ?) (contixnued) (A/RES/35/32 ; E/CN.4/Suh. 2/425 and. 
Aâ.d..l-7) 

IMPLEIvIENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL СОШ/ЕЖГЮН ON THE SUPPRESSION MTD PUNISHVIENT OF 
THE GRBIE OF APi'JiTHEID (agend.a item 1?) (continued.) (E/CN .4/1415 and. Add.. 1-91 
E/CN.4/14161 S/CN.4/141?; E/CN.4/1426; E/CN.4/NG0/29O; A/RES/35/39) 

(a) STUDY I N COLLABORiVTION WITH THE SUH-COMOSSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRmENATION 
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES OP WAYS AND MEANS OF ENSURING THE IMPLEMENTATION OP 
UiTITED MTIONS RESOLUTIONS ВаЖНО ON APARTIffiH), RACISfi А Ш RACIAL DISCRmNATION; 
(h) B'IPLEI-IENTATION OF THE PROGRAIME FOR THE DECADE FOR ACTION TO COMBAT RiiCISM AND 
RilCIilL DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 21) (continued.) (E/CN .4/1431 5 E/CN.4/144? J 
E/CN.4/1448 and Ad.d.l; A/RES/34/24; A/RES/55/ЗЗ; A/RES/35/34; ST/HR/SER.A/3; 

ST/HR/SER.A/5) 

1. Ms. von ROEMER (international Confed.eration of Free Trade Unions) said that her 
organization appreciated, the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts 
(E/CN.4/1429) on violations of Нглпап righ t s i n southern A f r i c a . The report confirmed 
that the so-called, labour reforms i n South A f r i c a were intended to bring the 
growing ind.epend.ent black trade union movements under Government control - an 
intention admrtted by the South African Government and repeatedly mentioned, by ICFTU. 

2. The intensified, efforts to prevent the ind.epend.ence of black trad.e urdons came 
as no siurprise. ihi exemple of those ef f o r t s was the forthcoming t r i a l of 
Joseph Mavi, the President of the Black Municipality Workers Union, which had. gone 
on str i k e i n July I98O. He had. been seized, by police v/hilst seekinmg Supreme Court 
protection f o r his members and had. then been d.etained under section 22 of the 
General Law /imendment Act. The action had. been d.escribed. by the Rand Daily Mail 
as an outrage and an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the precariousness of personal l i b e r t y i n 
Soi;th A f r i c a . ^'nother example, referred, to i n paragraph 363(f) of d.ocument 
E/CN.4/1429, was the banning of two senior o f f i c i a l s of the Media Workers' 
Association. In addition, the General Secretary of the National Union of Journalists 
of the United. Kingd.om, had. been refused, entry into South i'ifrica when seeking to 
s.ssist i n negotiations between unions and. management. 

3 . As a result of a special conference held, i n November I98O, attend.ed. by trad.e 
union leaders from aJl over the viorld, the ICFTU Executive Board had. ad.opted. a 
programme of action to help the ind.epend.ent trad.e union movement of South i l f r i c a 
i n i t s struggle for recognition. Companies whose management was obstructing such 
recognition would be selected, for a special co-ordinated, campaign. ICFTU and. i t s 
a f f i l i a t e s would be readj-- to take appropriate s o l i d a r i t y action i n support of 
ind.epend.ent black trad.e unions. They would, seek urgent meetings with the EEC 
Council of Ministers and i n d i v i d u a l Governments v/ith a view to involving trad.e 
unions, i n the home countries of transnational corporations, i n monitoring cod.es 
of conduct, and to securing the approval of sanctions against companies f a i l i n g to 
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l i v e up to the cod.esprovisions, since i t was clear from paragraph 299 of 
d.ocument E/CN.4/1429 that reports suhraitted. by transnational corporations theraselves 
were unreliable. • They would, also press for a red.uction by G-overnments of economic 
t i e s with South / i f r i c a , f o r example by removing export incentives and withd.rawing 
f i n a n c i a l , s c i e n t i f i c and. technological co-operation vjith that country, applying 
arms and. o i l embargoes, and, increasing econom.ic a^ssistance to neighbouring 
ind.epend.ent ,ifricoai States so a.s to rad,uce thei r economic d,epend,ency on South i f r i c a . 

4. I n addition, ТСБЧП, i n co-operation with national trade union centres, would, 
help to promote alternative job opportunities so as to remiove the need, for v/orkers 
from neighbouring African States to migrate to South A f r i c a i n ord.er to find. work. 

5. P u l l d etails of the programme of action would, be provid,ed, to any d,elegation 
wishing to have them. The free trade union movement v/ould not rest u n t i l apartheid, 
had, been abolished,, and, trad,e union and, other human rights recognized,, i n 
South A f r i c a . 

6. Ilr. do SENAECEBNS (United Nations Eduoational, S c i e n t i f i c and Cultural 
Organization), introd,ucing bllESCO's latest annual report on i t s action to combat . 
r a c i a l discrimination, especially i n southern iifrica, (E/CN.4/l448/Add..l), 
reaffirmed. UNESCO's commitment to contribute to united Nations efforts to combat 
apartheid- and r a c i a l discrimination by a l l means, including an analysis,, based on 
the s o c i a l sciences, of the oppression practised, by the apartheid, régime. A 
number of UNESCO studies had, Mghlighted South j i f r i c a ' s d,iscrimination i n regard, 
to education, science and, culture. Recent publications on the subject, -some of 
which were mentioned i n the annual report, had, analysed, not only discriminatory 
p o l i c i e s but also the f a l l a c i o u s arguments a.nd, myths upon vjhich the r a c i s t ideology 
of apartheid, was based,. IR\IESGO \.vould shortly be issuing furthei- publications 
on the subject, including Apartheid and. Social Research and. Anti-Pevelopment ; 
South / t r i c a and, i t s Bantustans. I n addition, the French ̂ 'nti-Apartheid. 
Movement had. just completed, f o r IJliESCO, an important study on pov/er groups and. 
propaganda i n South A f r i c a a workvdxLch viould. complement the report contained, i n 
d.ocujnent E/CN.4/Sub.2/425. 

7. The Committee on the Elimination o f Racial Discrimination vjas organiztng a. 
seminar, to be held, at UNESCO Iiead,qviajrters i n June 19S1? on the history of 
occupation and, repression i n South A f r i c a . 

8 . Although the institutionatized, racism, practised by the apartheid régime was 
a unique phenomenon, constant vigilance v;as nevertheless necessary i n order to 
combat the appearance of r a c i s t structures and p o l i c i e s elsev/here, and, UNESCO had, 
always been active i n that area. The task was highly com,plex| although i t was 
r e l a t i v e l y easy to rea.ch agreemient on the condemnation of racisFi, an appraisal of 
i t s forms and origins was more d i f f i c u l t . From the outset, UNESCO ha,d suggested • 
that the concept of race reflected, s o c i a l attitud.es rather than b i o l o g i c a l evid.ence ~ 
which meant that the fight agatnst racism; called f o r the work of experts i n f i e l d s 
such as sociology a,nd. psychology a.s well as i n biology and. genetics. The problem 
of racism was p a r t i c u l a r l y apparent i n urban environments, and. the cavises of 
urban segregation trend.s, vihich had such a bea^ring on the manifestations of racism, 
had been the subject of a recent symposiim of experts at UIESCO head.quarters to 
analyse the problemj of implementing human rights i n urban areas. 
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9 . UNESCO had made miromitting e f f o r t s to combat racism and apartheid by means of 
education, and laany high-level meetings of s c i e n t i s t s held under i t s auspices had 
issued appeals or declarations against tho practices of ra.cism. However, racism 
constantly reappeared i n now and pseudo-intellectual guisos, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n tiiaes 
of oconomic c r i s i s or of d i f f i c u l t i e s betvioon r i c h and poor countries. A l l the 
forces of reason were required i n order to combat such manifestations. That wa.s 
why the Director-General of UHESCO had decided to c a l l a meeting of world-famous 
exports to examine the problem of race, with a view to formally condeianing a l l 
pseudo-scientific theories about r a c i a l inequality. 

1 0 . In addition, UîîESCO was orgamizing a symposiu¡:i of experts, to be held i n 
Sierra Leone i n March 1981» to einalyso tho f o m and basis of individual and 
coll e c t i v e action to oppose violations of human rig h t s . Thitherto, few studies had, 
been, .deyotod to the problems associated with such action or to analysing i t s 
e t h i c a l basis i n the context of public international'law. The proceedings of the 
symposium were to be published with the aim of promoting recognition of the•right 
to r e s i s t violations of Ьгллап rig h t s , 

1 1 . The forthcoming United Hâtions international conference on sanctions against 
South A f r i c a would be hold at UHESCO headquarters, which the Director of the 
United Nations Centre against Apartheid had recently v i s i t e d to discuss 
arrangements. UNESCO would not sii:iply be the host but would be making a substantial 
contribution to tho proceedings. 

1 2 . Mr. KNIGHT (Baha'i International Community), speaking on agenda item 21(b), 
said that tho writings of the movement's founder had contained a detailed analysis 
of prejudices based on race, nationalité'-, r e l i g i o n , sex or class, and had described 
the means of eradicating them. The BaJia'i International Coo^unity, comprised 
of members l i v i n g i n inoro than 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 l o c a l i t i e s i n over 3OO countries a n d ' ' 
t e r r i t o r i e s , incluáed almost a l l ' r a c e s , n a t i o n a l i t i e s , ' classes, trades, income 
groups and l i t e r a c y l e v e l s , representing over 1 , 6 0 0 ethnic"'groups and m a n y ' • 
rel i g i o u s backgrounds. I t had co-operated whole-heartodly with tho United Nations 
hai-.ian rights progi'a.nnes 5 through i t s 126 national a f f i l i a t e s i t had constantly 
promoted awareness and imdorstanding of the Universal Declaration of H^ian Rights 
and other 'United Nations instruments. 

1 3 . In tho Br.ha'i Community's view, prejudice and discrimination could be eliminated 
only through proper oducation, attitudes and motivation, and i f people were 
taught to believe i n tho need for a united mankind and renewal of s p i r i t u a l values 
which alone could end tho pursuit of s e l f i s h interests and tho resultant oppression 
of others. I'fliilst individual groups should be proud of their own culture and language, 
i t was essential that thoy should respect those of others, 

1 4 . Baha'i groups throughout the world endeavoured to apply tho movement's 
principles to th e i r d a i l y l i v e s . Because of the many ethnic sources represented 
i n i t s coanunity, i t f e l t a primo obliga.tion to safeguard every minority group 
within i t . The novomont's founder had taught that discrimination agarnst any race 
violated tho s p i r i t of f a i t h . Tho chief obstacle to the abo l i t i o n of racism and 
r a c i a l discrimination was a l i m i t e d understanding of human nature and tho source of 
human hoippiness. Tho dovolopmont i n society .of love and compassion, j u s t i c e , t r u s t 
and honesty '̂ !̂ould help to climinato d i v i s i v o prejudices and create an environment 
i n which tho individual's f u l l potential could be developed. 
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1 5 . A c l e a r vioxi of tho progressive u n f o l d i n g of a d i v i n o plan to b r i n g abovit 
world peace and a world . c i v i l i z a t i o n would help mankind to s t r i v e f o r the 
o l i n i n a t i o n of p r c j u d i c o throughout the world. A world s o c i e t y based on 
imdorstanding and co-operation, and f r e e f r o n n a t i o n a l r i v a l r i e s and hatred, was 
the Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Corxiunity's g o a l ; tho sane goal was r o f e r r e d to i n 
G-oneral Assonbly r e s o l u t i o n Уэ/ЪА-, and the Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conmunity was 
pledged to co-oporato i n United Ifetions programos aimed at a c h i e v i n g i t . 

1 6 . Mr. TVJESIGYB (Uganda) s a i d that although done era cy had only r e c e n t l y boon 
r e s t o r e d i n Uganda a f t e r many years of d i c t a t o r s h i p , the new Govcrnmont was f u l l y 
committed to enhancing human r i g h t s , r e g a i n i n g Uganda's r i g h t f u l place i n the world 
cocraunity and supporting tho Corxiission ' s ondoavourc to create a bettoi" world. 

1 7 . His" d e l e g a t i o n supported tho conclusions and recoi:miondatiens contained i n tho 
docuxionts submitted to the C o m i s s i o n i n connection w i t h tho agenda items under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n and appreciated tho work done by the Ad Hoc Working Group of Exports 
and the Group of Throe. Although South A f r i c a ' s obnoxious p o l i c i e s had-long been 
condonned, i t vjas hard to say when thoy would end, f o r South A f r i c a continued to 
recei v e econonic and m i l i t a r y support from some Wos"bern co m i t r i e s despite i t s 
dohuj-aanizing system of r a c i a l d i v i s i o n and o x p l o i t a t i c n . In South A f r i c a 
20 per cent of tho popu l a t i o n c o n t r o l l e d tho p o l i t i c a l and economic s t r u c t u r e w h i l s t 
the r i g h t s of the m a j o r i t y to land ownership, work and choice of domicile wore 
r o s t r i c t o d by lavjs; tho najorifcy-of the popu l a t i o n were r e s t r i c t o d to- seno 
13 per cent of South A f r i c a ' s t e r r i t o r y , buing allowed to l i v e olsewhoro only i f 
"economically p r o d u c t i v e " - a eûpheniotic d e s c r i p t i o n of what ano-untcd to slave 
labour. I t was no wonder that the black p o p u l a t i o n , whoso c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s had been denied and whoso p r o t e s t s against the system had boon repressed 
v i o l e n t l y , as at Soweto and S h a r p v i l l e , had r e s o r t e d to arraod s t r u g g l e . 

18. Tho South A f r i c a n régime dotorminodly pursued i t s course of c o n f r o n t a t i o n not 
only w i t h tho black populations i n Hanibia and Sou'fch A f r i c a but a l s o w i t h 
neighbouring black A f r i c a n S t a t e s . South A f r i c a ' s defence budget f o r 1979 bad 
anountod to 1 , 8 5 7 m i l l i o n rand - almost twico the 1975 f i g u r e . V.l-iitc males now 
faced a n i l i t a x ' y d r a f t of i n c r e a s i n g l e n g t h , and recruitment of norcenaries had 
roachod unprccodontod p'roportions ; i n Hamibia alone, w e l l over 2 , 0 0 0 white 
uorconaries were s e r v i n g i n the f o r c e s of ap a r t h e i d . In an a r t i c l e i n 
Tho Guardia"n of 29 Ja."nuary I 9 8 I tho exporioncos of a former norconary i n Angola 
had booh rocounted; the accounts of r a t h l e s s i n c u r s i o n s had confirmed what tho 
southern A f r i c a n l i b e r a t i o n aovcncnts had l o n g been saying without being b e l i o v o d . 

1 9 . In Septunbor 1 9 7 9 , Sou.th A f r i c a had acquired a nuclear c a p a b i l i t y and 
detonated a nuc l e a r device, theroby c r e a t i n g an extremely dangerous s i t u a t i o n i n tho 
region. Uganda pledged i t s u n q u a l i f i e d support to tho f r o n t - l i n e S"datos which were 
i n c r e a s i n g l y becoming ta r g e t s of tho South A f r i c a n war machino. 

2 0 . Recently, ho r e c a l l e d , an a b o r t i v o conforonco on the independence of Hanibia 
had been he l d at the .behest of f i v e Woatorn c o u n t r i e s . People ovoryvihare were 
w a i t i n g to see what those c o u n t r i e s would do to make good t h e i r c l a i n that they 
wished to end apartheid now that" South A f r i c a , which boro t o t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the f a i l u r e of the conforonco, hod damaged t h e i r c r e d i b i l i t y before the world. 
In the moantine, h i s co-untry would continue to give u n q u a l i f i o d support to SIVAPO 
i n i t s struggle to ensure the human r i g h t s of tho Hariibian.people. 
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21. VJhile the primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for l i q u i d a t i n g apartheid lay with the peoples 
of southern A f r i c a themselves, the international commimity, and p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
western States responsible for the a c t i v i t i e s of transnational corporations, had a moral 
obligation to help. His country therefore vrelcomed the recent conference of European 
parliamentarians w :ich had not only expressed alarm at the continued f a i l u r e by 
Western countries ъо exert s u f f i c i e n t pressure to put an end to apartheid, but had also 
discussed ways of obtaining г̂ lider support for the implementation of an o i l embargo 
against South A f r i c a . In that connection, recent decisions by the Netherlands and 
Norwegian Parliaments to stop o i l deliveries to South A f r i c a were greatly appreciated. 
In the absence of good w i l l on the part of South A f r i c a , such efforts by the 
international community were essential i n order to hasten the h i s t o r i c a l l y inevitable 
victory of the peoples of southern A f r i c a . The r a c i s t ideology of which apartheid 
was an expression had already resulted i n a bloody and costly world war and he hoped 
that action would be taken i n time to prevent history from repeating i t s e l f . 

22. Mr. ./IPENIJI (Nigeria) said that the record of human rights violations i n 
southern A f r i c a continued to be a depressing one. The South African apartheid régime, 
controlled by a secret society rather than by a p o l i t i c a l party, continued to violate 
a l l international Нглпап rights instruments| after i t s f a i l u r e to prevent the heroic 
s a c r i f i c e s of the people of Zimbabwe and the unselfish efforts of progressive 
international forces from r e s u l t i n g i n Zimbabwe's independence, i t continued to 
impose apartheid on i l l e g a l l y occupied Namibia. Apartheid was at the very heart of 
a l l human rights violations i n southern A f r i c a , and the task of eliminating i t was 
the greatest challenge facing the Commission. I t s prospects of achieving that aim 
were slim, however, as long as certain of i t s members from Western countries preferred 
to deal with human rights i n theoretical or p o l i t i c a l l y convenient terms rather than 
i n terms of the d a i l y suffering of l 6 nrLllion black people i n southern A f r i c a . I t 
v/as unfortunate that those countries, on whose economic support apartheid depended 
for i t s svrrvival, chose to apply a double standard by protesting a.gainst huunan rights 
violations i n t h i r d world countries vihile condoning them i n southern A f r i c a . I t was 
clear that the i r f i n a n c i a l interests outvieighed the i r concern for human rights and 
that v/as vdiy they supported an apartheid system which regarded Africans as no more 
than an expendable source of chea.p labour. The well-documented evidence of 
increasing repression not only of adults bu.t even of children presented i n the 
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts (E/CN.4/1429) made i t clear that the 
apartheid system v/as being i n t e n s i f i e d i n every area,, rather than being relaxed, as 
the South African régime v/ould have everyone believe. Cosmetic changes, such as the 
creation of i n e f f e c t i v e and powerless white-controlled unions, or the establishment 
of a m u l t i r a c i a l Presidential Council to represent non-white interests - a body from, 
which blacks, who constituted 87 per cent of the population were excluded - fooled 
no one. I t v/as clear that blacks v/ould continue to be debarred from the p o l i t i c a l 
process. 

23« The South African Government had been able to defy the world community because 
of the economic, p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y and c u l t u r a l support i t received from foreign 
Goverrmients and transnational corporations. Despite the Security Council arms embargo, 
some Governments continued to provide South A f r i c a with the m i l i t a r y equipment which 
emboldened i t to violate the sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of the f r o n t - l i n e 
States i n raids which k i l l e d and maimed many innocent 7lfricans. Perhaps most serious 
of a l l was the fact that some countries v/ere supplying the equipment which v/ould help 
provide a nuclear weapon capability to a régime, v/hich had become an international 
outcast and was capable of any i r r a t i o n a l a,ct, including the use of nuclear vreapons, 
to protect i t s criminal pol i c y of apartheid. 
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24. Apartheid also extended to Namihia, and he urged the Commission to take a separate 
decision on that Territory, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the l i g h t of the f a i l u r e of the recent 
conference which had been held at Geneva to work out plans fo r Namibia's accession to 
independence. SWAPO had agreed to attend that conference against the background of 
Security Council resolutions c a l l i n g f o r free elections i n Namibia, but South A f r i c a 
had then doomed i t to f a i l u r e by i t s refusal to со-operante, despite SV/APO's constructive 
a.pproach to the negotiations. Even South Africa's f i v e Western supporters, vrhich 
had promoted the conference, had been taken aback by South Africa's intransigence. 
South Africa's t a c t i c was perfectly clear. Conscious of the continued support i t 
enjoyed from other countries, i t hoped to block self-determination for Namibia 
i n d e f i n i t e l y . 

25. I t vras regrettable that not one Western country ha,d r a t i f i e d or acceded to the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 
He appealed to those countries vrhich professed their support for human rights to take 
the necessary steps to accede to that Convention. His ovm Government vrould continue 
to support a l l sanctions, including an o i l embargo, against South A f r i c a and a l l 
supporters of apartheid, and to do everything possible to free the peoples of 
southern A f r i c a from their bondage. That position had been reafflimed by the 
President of Nigeria at t h e - t h i r t y - f i f t h session of the General Assembly.• 

26. Mr. SALM-BEY (Algeria) said that the si t u a t i o n i n southern Africa,, l i k e that i n -
Palestine and the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , was marked by violence, terror and disregard 
for the most elementary human rig h t s . In South A f r i c a , the detentions, discriminatory 
measures and massacres practised by a white minority representing only one-fifth of the 
population should be vievred not only as a t r o c i t i e s against the entire black population, 
but as a sustained, provocation to the international community. The repeated 
condemnations of the poli c y of apartheid by the highest international bodies demonstrated 
the universail revulsion f e l t f o r a régime so arrogant as to extend i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d 
racism to the i l l e g a l l y occupied Territory of Namibia. 

27. The exploitation of black labour, mass arrests, b a n n i n g s a r b i t r a r y detentions, 
torture, murders, mysterious disappearances and organized masBacres had not declined 
since the tragedy of Sovreto, i n vrhich some 1,000 African anti-apartheid demonstrators 
had l o s t t h e i r l i v e s . Confined i n bantustans, the black population represented nothing 
more than a source of cheap labour to the landowners, vrho held 5OO9OOO hectares of 
the best land. 

28. The South African, régime c l e a r l y intended to perpetuate i t s domination of the 
black African majority. Even while i t was being condemned on moral grounds in- various 
forums. South A f r i c a continued to -adiopt an attitude of arrogance and to commit 
further provocations, thus posing a serious threat to peace in. the region. 

29. In addition to i l l e g a l l y occupying Namibia, the South African régime was 
int e n s i f y i n g i t s policy of aggression against the f r o n t - l i n e States. Pollovring i t s 
acts of aggression against Angola, andthe a t r o c i t i e s committed i n that country, the 
Pretoria régime had attacked Mozambique. The raid, carried out against a camp for 
South African refugees, i n the v i l l a g e of Matóla, had followed the attack on the 
Maputo area, vrhich had taken place just when an international coimrission of inquiry 
into the crimes of the r a c i s t régime vras meeting i n Luanda. Hovrever, that would 
certainly not be the l a s t time that South A f r i c a acted i n defiance of the international 
community. 
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30. Each year, the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on violations 
of human r i g h t s i n southern A f r i c a became more voluminous. . The conclusions 
contained i n the current report were substantiated by ir r e f u t a b l e facts and 
tangible evidence. It v/as f u t i l e to believe i n a change of policy by the 
South African régime, at a time víhen the number of persons sentenced to death 
v/as increasing daily,' v/hen detainees were continuing to be subjected to cruel 
and degrading treatment,- when repression, bantustanization and exploitation of 
black labour were on the r i s e j v/hen acts of aggression against neighbouring 
countries were becoming more frequent,' and when the forces occupying Namibia 
Viere being strengthened. 

31. At the t h i r t y - f i f t h session of the General Assembly, 18 resolutions had 
been adopted on the question of apartheid, the most s i g n i f i c a n t of them c a l l i n g 
f o r comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against South A f r i c a . By an 
overvrhelming majority, the international community had condemned m i l i t a r y and 
nuclear co-operation vrith South A f r i c a and had called on Governments to prohibit 
a l l co-operation v/ith South A f r i c a by the transnational corporations under t h e i r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . Those urgent appeals c l e a r l y showed that the international 
community was aviai-e that the p o l i c y of aggression of the r a c i s t régime continued 
to benefit from the complicity and support of a number of Western countries which 
found in i t an extension of t h e i r own interests and those of t h e i r transnationals. 
Foreign c a p i t a l provided unconditional support to the r a c i s t régime, as evidenced 
by the hundreds of multinational banking and i n d u s t r i a l concerns of developed 
countries which v/ere established i n South A f r i c a , representing investments víorth 
b i l l i o n s of dollars. Pretoria's acts of aggression v/ere carried out with v/eapons 
and equipment provided by a num.ber of countries,' moreover, multinational 
corporations, through bani: loans, .investments and the transfer of technology, 
v/ere intent on strengthening the m i l i t a r y arsenal of South A f r i c a . The 
establishment in South A f r i c a of a nuclear m i l i t a r y complex was a glaring example 
of such p o l i c i e s . Such co-operation v/as sometimes carried out quite openly. 
The French nevrepaper Le Figaro, of 11 February 1981, had reported a South African 
o f f i c i a l as stating that a l l covmtries, v/hile pointing the finger at South A f r i c a , 
v/ere nevertheless happy to co-operate secretly v/ith the régime. In that 
connection, one Western .European, and one African country ha„d been mentioned. 

32. Referring to remarks made e a r l i e r by the representative of Portugal, he said 
that the crimes of the Shah.of Iran, I d i Amin and Somoza may not have been brought 
to the attention of the Commission at the time by means of the procedures which 
governed i t s work. The systematic and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d violation'of human 
rights i n South Africa,, on the other hand, had been brought to i t s attention 
c l e a r l y and i n great d e t a i l . The pressing duty of the Commission v/as to define 
spe c i f i c measures f o r the imposition of sanctions by the international commimity 
as a vrhole against South A f r i c a . In that connection, he welcomed the 
General Assembly's decision to hold, i n co-operation with OAU, an international 
conference on sanctions against South A f r i c a . The Commission should consider the 
contribution which i t could make to that conference. 

33. His delegation v/ished the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, appointod by 
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s , 
to prepare a l i s t of banks, transnational corporations and other organizations 
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a s s i s t i n g the r a c i s t régimes i n southern Africa, to he extended, so that the 
Commission would continue to receive an updated l i s t at each session. In 
addition, such assistance should be vigorously condemned and should be 
discontinued by the countries concerned, since i t was contrary to United Nations 
decisions and to universal morality. 

34. He was convinced that the Comm.ission, basing i t s e l f on the objective 
evidence collected by the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts, would adopt the 
decisions warranted by the crimes perpetrated by the r a c i s t régime of South A f r i c a . 

35. Mr. -PlSSilS (Cyprus) said that human rights were not only the basis of a decent 
and prosperous l i f e for individuals, but also the cornerstone of co-operation ' 
among States and of peaceful co-existence. However, i n spite of numerous 
resolutions and declarations, and uprisings against colonial régimes res u l t i n g i n 
the establishment of many newly independent States, r a c i a l discrimiination, 
apartheid and the denial of human rights and freedoms and of national Independence 
s t i l l persisted i n A f r i c a . 

36. The policy of apartheid constituted a grave threat to peaceful relations 
between ethnic groups throughout the world. In i t s resolution 3411 (XXX), the 
General Assembly had made a number of recommendations to Governments to assist 
them i n taking .the .necessary measures to concert international efforts f o r the 
speedy eradication of apartheid i n South A f r i c a . It was disappointing, therefore, 
to note that the efforts тэЛе by the United Nations to put an end to the poli c y of 
apartheid i n South.Africa and to hold elections i n Namibia under United Nations 
supervision had yielded no results. The South African Government had persisted 
i n i t s repressive measures against a l l those, mostly blacks, who had sought to 
eliminate apartheid, had defied international law and international opinion and 
had systematically refused to apply the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations or the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

37. Acceptance and r a t i f i c a t i o n of international human rights instruments should 
alvfays be followed up by national l e g i s l a t i o n guaranteeing eveiy c i t i z e n f u l l 
enjoyment of a l l fundamental human rights, due process of law and effective 
remedies against any i l l e g a l or improper act or omission on the part of any 
authority. Cyprus had f u l l y endorsed fundamental human rights and l i b e r t i e s in 
i t s Constitution. In p a r t i c u l a r , a r t i c l e 6 of that instrument prohibited any 
organ, authority or person exercising executive power or administrative functions 
from discriminating against any person because of his membership of a given 
community, while a r t i c l e 28 guaranteed a l l persons equal protection, and treatment 
under the law and equal enjoyment of a l l rights and l i b e r t i e s , without 
discrimination on any grounds whatsoever. In accordance with a r t i c l e I69 of the 
Constitution, the Cypriot Parliament had.ratified the two International Covenants' ' 
on Human Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination of A l l Porms 
of Racial Discrimination, which had thus become part of i t s municipal law, with 
superior force over i t . 

38. The Republic of Cyprus had always condemned the abhorrent pol i c y of apartheid, 
in a l l i t s manifestations, before a l l the appropriate organs of the United Nations, 
Despite i t s limited resources, his Government contributed to the United Nations 
Trust Fund for South A f r i c a , the Trust Fund f o r P u b l i c i t y against Apartheid, the 
Trust Fund f o r Naiiibia, the United Nations Institute f o r Namibia and the 
Educational and Training Programme for Southern A f r i c a . The ma,ss media i n Cyprus • 
gave wide p u b l i c i t y to a l l United Nations resolutions and conferences on racism 
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and r a c i a l discrimination and apartheid and to the International Day f o r the 
Elimination of Racial Discrim.ination. His Government- would do everything 
possible to implement the Prograimne l a i d doMi in General Assembly resolution 34/24> 
i n pa-rticular, the j)rovisions of paragraph 18 of that Programme. His delegation 
welcomed the decision to hold a seminar to study the fon:iulation of effective 
measures to prevent transnational corporations and other-established interests 
from collaborating with any r a c i s t régimes, 

39' The f i n a l eradica-tion of a l l forms of racism and raciar discrimination and 
apartheid - would not, hovrever, be achieved vrith seminars and resolutions. a,lpne... 
The Ad Hoc; ¥orkin-g Group of Experts had repeatedly referred to the urgency of 
sanctions. Would the provisions of Chapter VII of.the Charter remain inactive? 
How could the international' community help Hamibia? Hovr long 'would SWAPO fig h t 
alone? Vfould the sanctions against those vrho violated the Charter and defied 
the relevant United Hâtions resolutions remain a dead l e t t e r ? Hovr and-virhen woul.4-_ 
the reactionary régimes v/hich disregarded vrorld pu.blic opinion be obliged to 
respect the Charter and f u l f i l t h e i r obligations to humanity? Those questions 
vrere put not only by the people of Hamibia and other parts of .Africa but by a l l 
persons throughout the vrorld vrho vrere indignant at the continued flagrant defiance 
of the United Nations and i t s organs. His delegations therefore raised i t s 
voice on behalf of a l l the vintims of r a c i a l discrimina.tion and apartheid .to 
stress' the urgent need f o r p r a c t i c a l and drastic measures.. . Effective measures 
and the appropriate machinery vrould not only stop v i o l a t i o n s of-haman rights i n 
southern A f r i c a and help to era/iicaote r a c i a l discrimination and apartheid; they 
would also constitute a firm b a r r i e r to other v i o l a t o r s vrho defied the resolutions 
of the United Nations and disregarded the principles of international lav/. 

40. ilx. MZiTEhJAK (Yugoslavia) said that i n spite of a l l the efforts of the 
United Nations and the international community, the minority r a c i s t régime i n 
South i i f r i c a was continuing to pursue i t s policy of apartheid, v/hich constituted 
not only the most h o r r i f y i n g foiT.i of viola,tion of basic human rights and fundamental 
freedoms but also a crime a.gain.st humanity and a serious threat to intema-tional 
peace an.d security. Some of the ugly features of that p o l i c y , described i n 
d e t a i l i n the latest report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of-.Experts (E/CN, 4/I429 ) j 
included brvitai repression, mass a.rrests, large-scaie removals of populations, 
detention v/ithout t r i a l , torture and murder of p o l i t i c a l prisoners, harassment of 
African trade -union leaders and i n t e n s i f i e d bantustanizaiion. 

41. Purtheraore, the South African r a c i s t s did not confine t h e i r - a c t i v i t i e s .to 
South Africas defying a i l decisions of the United Natians, they v/ere not only 
continuing t h e i r i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia but v/ere pursuing the i r policy' of -
apa^rtheid i n that Territory a s v / e l l . . '.Through i t s e f f o r t s to f a c i l i t a i e the 
accession to pov/er of the so-called democraiic Tumbarle A l l i a n c e , South Africa, 
shovied c l e a r l y that i t wanted to convert Namibia into a sort of bantustan v/hich 
v/ould revaain permanently under i t s militaury згЛ a i n i n i s t r a t i v e . control. That 
expla-ined v/hy the South African delegation had been so unco-operaiive a i the 
recent...G.eneva talks on Namibia, an aititude v/hich hai led to the f a i l u r e of the 
talks. 

42. In those .circumstances, the United Nations and the entire international 
community had no alternative but to intensify t h e i r pressure on South Af-rica -
int e r a l i a , by imposing sanctions under- Chapter VII of the Cha.rter - i n order 
to enable the Namibian people, headed by SWAPO, f u l l y to exercise i t s inalienable 
rights to self-determination and independence. 
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4 3 . In i t s f u t i l e e fforts to reverse the course of history, the Pretoria régime was 
trying to internationalize i t s c o n f l i c t with the oppressed peoples of southern A f r i c a 
hy committing almost d a i l y acts of aggression against the neighhouring States of 
Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and Botswana. At the same time, according to 
the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group, South African m i l i t a r i s t s were training 
anti-Government rebel forces against some of those neighbouring States, a policy which 
not only endangered the sovereignty and independence of those States, but also 
constituted a threat to peace and s e c u r i t y . i n A f r i c a and the vrorld. 

44. I t was regrettable that certain Member States continued to co-operate with the 
r a c i s t régime i n Pretoria, thus enabling i t to remain i n pov/er and to pursue i t s 
pol i c y of apartheid. The report by № . IGialifa (E/GN.4/Sub.2/425) shewed c l e a r l y 
the harmful consequences of such co-operation for the peoples of southern A f r i c a and 
for the cause of human rights i n general. There was no doubt that at the core of the 
problem lay the economic and strategic interests of certain international c i r c l e s 
seeking to make huge p r o f i t s at the expense of the iVfrican workers. More than 2,000 
transnational corporations were currently operating i n the f i n a n c i a l and i n d u s t r i a l 
sectors of South A f r i c a . The a c t i v i t i e s of those corporations, as well as foreign 
investments, constituted the main driving force behind the growth of the South African 
economy and encouraged continuation of the policy of apartheid. I t should be noted 
that i n South A f r i c a 80 per cent of the population received only 21 per cent of t o t a l 
personal earnings. 

45. The l a t e s t developments i n southern M r i c a showed that the African peoples i n 
that region were intensifying t h e i r resistance to the policy of apartheid. 
According to the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group, a l l sections of African society 
i n South A f r i c a and Hamibia, through various forms of action, including g u e r r i l l a 
a c t i v i t i e s , were stepping up th e i r struggle against the r a c i s t régime i n South A f r i c a 
i n order to exercise t h e i r inalienable rights to self-determination, independence and 
human dignity. 

46. - I t was the duty of the United Hâtions and the entire world community to extend 
a l l necessary assistance to those peoples i n t h e i r struggle. I t was clear that the 
time had come when mere condemnation of colonialism and racism i n southern A f r i c a was 
no longer s u f f i c i e n t and when concrete i n t e n s i f i e d action was required. Such action 
should include increased moral, p o l i t i c a l , material and malitary assistance to the 
l i b e r a t i o n movements i n the region, namely Si.VAPO, the African National Congress and 
the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania; effective implementation of a l l the 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts contained i n the documents 
submitted to the current session by the Group; effective im.plementation of the 
Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination; 
further universalization and more consistent implementation of the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Grime of Apartheid, wliich had 
regrettably been r a t i f i e d by only a l i t t l e more tha.n one-third of the Members of the 
United Nations; and effective measures to bring about the complete international, 
p o l i t i c a l , economic and m i l i t a r y i s o l a t i o n of the South African r a c i s t régime. I t 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y important that countries which maintained relations with South A f r i c a 
should j o i n the United Nations i n i t s efforts to put an end to the policy of 
apartheid and, instead of only paying l i p service to the struggle against that policy, 
should take effective measures to implement the relevant United Nations resolutions. 
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47. In accordance with the positions taken b j the non-aligned countries on the 
cuestión of apartheid and colonialism i n southern A f r i c a , his Government ha.d heen 
providing, within the l i m i t of i t s p o s s i b i l i t i e s , a l l - o u t support to the struggle 
of -the peoples of southern Africa-. It-m..aintained close relations with the .liberation 
movements of that region recogni-zed by OAU and participated i n a l l international 
a c t i v i t i e s aimed at the elimination of apartheid and colonialism i n southern A f r i c a . 
I t had r a t i f i e d and implemented consistently the International Convention on the 
Siippression .and-Ponisimaent of • the. Crime of Apartheid. In that connection, his 
Government attached great importance and would give due consideration to the studj'', 
prepared by the Ad Hoc Working Group on the question of implementation of the 
Convention and on the establishment of an international t r i b i m a l , aS envisaged by 
the Convention.• 

48. In conclusion, he stressed the im^portance of the work performed by the Grcup 
and expressed the view that i t s mandate should be extended. One of i t s tasks i n the 
coming year should be to prepare a study on the obstacles which had prevented, the 
more complete implementation of i t s recommendations and-had caused-the f a i l u r e of - . 
United Nations e f f o r t s to put an end to the policy of apartheid i n South A f r i c a and. . 
to hold elections i n Namibia under United Nations supervision. 

4 9 . Mrs. GU YIJIE (Observer for China) said that the question of vi o l a t i o n s of 
himian rights in.southern A f r i c a had for many years been-of grave concern to the 
United Nations and to the international community. Tlie peoples of southern A f r i c a 
had been engaged i h h i protracted struggle against colonialism^ and racism. Her; 
delegation welcomed, the accession to independence'"of Zimbabwe after a heroic struggle 
l a s t i n g almost a century.- That victor;^r would provide much encouragement to the • 
peoples of sou-thern A f r i c a i n th e i r struggles for national l i b e r a t i o n . 

50. The reactionary regimie of South A f r i c a was continuing to pursue i t s policy of 
apartheid and to talce repressive mea.,sures against opponents of that policy. I t s 
ffiethods included p o l i t i c a i repression, deten-tion without trial,-mass remováis of 
popula"tions,- and. torture of p o l i t i c a l prisoners and.'detainees. In Najnibia, the 
Government of Sou-'bh Africa, had concoctedL a 3o-"alled 'internal solution"- with a view 
t o - l e g a l i z i n g ±tc puppet régime i n the Territory. I t had consistently refused to 
implement .the United Nations -resolutions aimed at resolving the problem and 
achieving peace. In that connection, she noted that a mioeting held recently at 
Geneva on the subject of Namibia h.ad fa i l e d , because. of numerous obstacles created 
by -the South African authorities. 

51. At i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session, the General Assembly had strongly•condeimed the 
p o l i c i e s of apartheid, racism and. ra.cial discrimination practised i n southern A f r i c a 
and expressed the viev-r "tliat the convening of a second world conference during -the 
Decade for Action to Combat .Racism and Racial Discrimina-t-ion w-ould make a-useful 
and constructive contribution to the attainmient of .the objectives of the Decade, 
In.-her delegation's opinion, such a conference v/ould help to mobilize v.rorld-public 
opinion further i n support of the struggles of the'peoples i n southern A f r i c a , 

52. Her Government strongly supported the just stru.ggle of the peoples i n 
southern A f r i c a and ccndemned the South African r a c i s t s for their p o l i c y of 
apartheid. I t main-tained no diplomatic, p o l i t i c a l or economic relations v.ith the 
r a c i s t South African régime and believed tha'fc the United Nations should taJ-:e 
p r a c t i c a l and ef.fectivre m.easures, including sanctions, i n order to make i t abandon 
i t s r a n i s t p o l i c i e s andu respect hum.an r i f d i t s . 

The mee-ting rose at 12.45 p.m. 




