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PART ONE

Meetings of the third session, held during the
period from 30 March to 16 April 1981
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.I. InTRODUCTION

1: On 20 December 1978~ the General Assembly adopted resolution 33/148:. in whichit decided~ inter alia, to convene a United Nations Conf'erence on New and RenewableSources of Energy in 1981 and to establish, at its thirty-fourth session~ anintergovernmental preparatory committee for the Conference.

2. On 18 December 1979 ~ the General Assembly adopted resolut.i,:m 34 /190 ~ in whichit decided) inter alia) that the Conference should be held at Nairobi inAugust 1981. The Assembly also designated as the Preparatory Committee for theUnited Nations Conf'erence on Ne,,, and Renewable Sources of' Energy the Committee onNatural Resources meeting f'or that purpose in sessions open to the participationof' all States as full members.

3. The Preparatory Committee held its first session at United Nations Headquartersfrom 4 to 8 February and its second session at Geneva from 21 July to1 August 1980. 1/

1/ Of'ficial Records of the General Assembly, Thi~y-fifth Session,Supplement No. 43 (A/35/43).
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II. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Opening and duration of the session

4. The third session of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy was held at Headquartei'. from
30 March to 16 April 1981. The Committee held 16 muetings (16th to 3ls~).

5. The session was opened by the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Mako~o ~timiguChi
(Japan) .

6. The Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Ne'. and Renewable
Sources of Energy, Mr. Enrique Iglesias, also addressed the Committee.

B. Membership and attendance
I.. ,.,

1. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 34/190, the Preparatorf
Committee is open to the participation of all States as full members~

Representatives of the following States attended the third session:

Algeria
Argentina
_'\.ustralia
Austria
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Yemen
Denmark
Ecuador
EGYpt
Finland
France

-3-

. -~ 1- •
German Democratic Republl.Cl ;,
GermR.ny ~ Federal Republic br'
Ghana
Greece
Guinea
G~rana

Holy See
Hungary
IncUa
In~cnesia

Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab JQmahifit~
~~alta

:1exico
Hepal
Netherlands
He~,T Zealand
Higer
I.Jireria



The following United Nations bodies were represented:

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Hestern Asia

World Food Council

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

United Nations Develp~ment Programme

United Nations University

8.

Horw'ay
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda
San Barino
Senegal
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia
Turkey
UBanda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United Republic of Tanzania
United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

I

I
I
j

j
1

1
!.

j
,I

.J
I,
I.

i
1

1
1

11
'.

9.

10.

The following specializE.!d agencies were represented:

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

"'orld Bank

World Meteorological Organization

~nternational Fund for Agricultural Development

The International Atomic Energy Agency was also represented.
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11. The following intergovernmental organiz~tions were represented:

Agency for Cultural and Technical Co-operation

~uropean Economic Community

European Space Agency

Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Sciences

International Energy Agency

Latin American Energy Organization

Organization of American States

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

12. The following non-governmental organizations were represented:

Environment Liaison Center

International Chamber of Commerce

Sierra Club International Earth Center

l-!orld Union of Catholic lTomen' s Organizations

C. Offic~o.!_ the Committee

13. At its 16th meeting, on 30 March, the Committee elected by acclamation
l~r. Richard lvlartin (New Zealand) as fC ~'ice-Chairman to fill the vacancy left by
Mr. Michael Green, who had resigned.

14. As a result, the officers of the Committee for the third session were:

Chairman: Mr. Makoto TANIGUCHI (Japan);

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Ion GORITZA (Romania);

Mr. Richard J. MARTIlf (Nev Zealand);

Mr. Pedro SORENSEN MOSQUERA (Venezuela);

Rapporteur: Hr. Richard H. O. OKlo1ARO (Kenya).

D. Adoption of the agenda

15. The Committee had before it the following provisional agenda for the session
(A/CONF.100/PC/35):

1. Adoption of the agenda.

;'ill 2. SUbstantive preparations for the Conference.

3. Preparations at the regional level.

4. Preparations at the national level.

1 -5-
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5. Provisional agenda ~or the United Nations Con~erence on New and RenewableSources o~ Energy.

6. Dra~ rules o~ procedure ~or the Conference.

7. Provisional agenda ~or the ~ourth session o~ the Committee.

8. Adoption o~ the report o~ the Co~~ittee.

16. At the 16th meeting, the representative o~ Venezuela, speaking on beha1~ ofthe Group of' 77, proposed that a new item 5, entitled l1pre1iminary draft outline ofa programme of' action ll
, should be included, the other items being ren~~eredaccordingly. The proposal was accepted and, at the sane meeting~ the Committeeadopted the provisional aeenda~ as amented. The agenda, as adopted, was issued asdocument A/CONF.100/PC/45.

E. Documentation

17. The documentation before the Preparatory Committee is listed in annex II topart one ot the present report.
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Ill. OPENING STATEMENTS

18. In his address to the Committee, the Secretary-General of the Conference briefly
reviewed the progress that had been made in preparations for the Conference as a
consequence of the decisions taken by the Preparatory Committee at its second
session 2/ and in accordance with General Assembly resolution 35/204 of
16 December 1980. Eight technical panels had submitted reports on sources of energy.
In addition, reports on the use of peat for energy (A/CONF.IOO/PC/32) and draught
animal power (A/CONF.IOO/PC/39) had been prepared by consultants. Six ad hoc
groups of experts had analysed the various problems connected with the application
of techniques related to new and renewable sources of energy. All the analytical
work had been reviewed and consolidated by the Synthesis Group in its report to the
Preparatory Committee (A/CONF.IOO/PC/41 and Add.l). Public information activities
related to the Conference had been increased. At the regional level, preparations
undertaken under the auspices of the regional commissions had made a valuable
contribution. Agencies and bodies of the United Nations system, as well as other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, had contributed to the work
of the Conference secretariat and had also undertaken significant activities on
their own initiative in preparation for the Conference. The Secretary-General also
reported that logistic preparations for the Conference, both within the United
Nations and by the Government of Kenya, were going smoothly. The Secretary-General
noted, in particular, that the secretariat was working closely with the Government
of Kenya to ensure the success of the exhibition-cum-demonstration that would take
place at Nairobi at the time of the Conference.

19. Several general conclusions appeared to the Secretary-General to be evident
from the preparatory work that had been completed. First, the technical review of
the different sources of new and renewable energy had demonstrated their relevance
and significance for the future energy balance of mankind. It had become evident
that the various technologies were at very different stages of development: some
were well known and well established, others could play a major role during the
next decade, while still others required elaboration and improvement. The
Secretary-Gene:L"al noted that the preparatory work had emphasized the difficulty of
evaluating the economic an~ financial viability of different sources of energy, and
the limitations of generalizations about their applicability. It had been
possible to make a systematic evaluation of some of the main obstacles inhibiting
the large-scale adoption of some technologies, and the Secretary-General drew
attention to the basic role that considerations of energy efficiency would play in
the future in both industrialized and developing countries. Social, cultural and
environmental factors were also important, especially in regard to attempts to
replace energy-use patterns that were deeply rooted.

20. Turning to the possible scope of the Conference, the Secretary-General
suggested five concepts that might aid discussion in the Preparatory Committee:

(a) Awareness of the role of new and renewable sources of energy in the
energy transition of mankind;

2/ Ibid., part two, annex I.
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(b) Enhancement of national decision-~aking capacity in the field of new and
renewable sources of energy;

(c) The launching of a programme of international co-operation for the
development of new and renewable sources of energy;

(d) Stimulation of the national utilization and international transfer of
resources, which would enhance the application of techniques related to new and
renewable sources of energy;

(e) Mobilization and intensification of the activities of the United Nations
system in the field of new and renewable sources of energy.

21. Lastly, the Secretary-General drew attention to the need for the Preparatory
Committee to indicate its priorities for the final stage of preparations before
the Conference. One vital topic appeared to be the development of 'a draft
programme of action that could ultimately be adopted by the Conference. The
Secretary-General said it was his intention to submit a preliminary draft outline
of such a programme at the current session of the Preparatory Committee, in
accordance with the request in paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 35/204.
On the basis of Buidelines and directions given by the Committee as a consequence
of its consideration of the preliminary draft outline, a draft programme would be
prepared by the secretariat for consideration at the fourth session. The
Secretary-General also announced his intention of sending a number of high-level
missions to Governments to help to ensure a high degree of political participation
in the Conference; he expressed his belief that the pUblic information programme
also haa to be accelerated. The Secretary-General stated in conclusion that the
preparatory process had demonstrated very clearly the importance of the subject
with which the Conference would deal, the direct relationship between policies for
promoting new and renewable sources of energy and the over-all general policy of
development in developing countries, and the need and opportunity provided by the
Conference for international co-operation at all levels.

22. In his opening statement, the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee said
that there had been a marked improvement in the state of Conference preparations
since the second session of the Committee. He referred to the close links that
had been maintained ,between the Bureau and the secretariat in the intervening
period. They had been usefoul to all concernc~ and had been marked by a general
readiness to consider new ideas and suggestions. With the help of several
Governments, the capacity of the secretariat had been enhanced and excellent work
had been carried out, particularly in regard to the intensive series of meetings
of technical panels and aa hoc groups of experts. The Chairman also expressed his
appreciation of the work of the Synthesis Group, the activities of the regional
commissions and other bodies and agencies of the United Nations system, and the
activities of other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, such as
the recent International Conference on Energy 2000 held in Tunisia. The Chairman
reiterated his thanks to the Government of Kenya for its excellent co-operation in
the preparations for the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of
Energy.

23. In the opinion of the Chairman, the necessary analytical material was now
"available, and the major task of the current session of the Committee was to
consider the preliminary draft outline of t~e programme of ,action. The task would

-8-
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require patience~ foresight and mutual understanding if it was to bring realistic
results. He emphasized his view that the programme of action should identify
short-term, medium-term and long-term activi.ties at different levels, including
the regional and subregional levels. Although the Conference could not be a
panacea, it should not limit itself merely to describing the problem; agreement
should be reached at Nairobi on concrete actions that could be implemented after
the Conference.
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IV. SUBSTA11TIVE. PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONFERENCE,
PREPARATIONS AT THE REGIONAL IJEVEL AND
PREPARATIONS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

(Agenda items 2, 3 and 4)

24. At its 17th to 24th meetings, from 30 March to 3 April and on 6 April, the
Preparatory Committee held a general debate vn the above items and also considered
specific subitems in detail.

25. Most delegations expressed their satisfaction at the progress that had been
made in preparations for the Conference in the per:Lod that had elapsed since the
second session of the Committee, although there was general recognition that much
still remained to be done and the.t the preparatory process was now moving into a
decisive phase, especially in regard to the draft programme of action. A few
delegations expressed the view that the work that had been carried out in the
preceding months did not satisfactorily contribute to meeting the objectives of
the Conference, as expressed in paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 33/148
of 20 December 1978, nor had the work followed the guidelines established in the
relevant decisions taken by the Committee at its second session. 3/

26. l-lith regard to the achievement of the objectives set out in paragraph 2 of
General Assembly resolution 33/148, it was stated that there was general agreement
among developing countries that the following matters required attention and
action in order for individual countries to achieve an orderly and equitable
energy transition, based on greater use of indigenous new and renewable sources ·of
energy:

(a) Establishment of an inventory and analysis of the potential of new and
renewable sources of energy;

(b) Preparation of national energy balances for both the current situation
and th~ desired fut.ure situation, to promote the utilization of new and renewable
sources of energy; .

(c) Development and adaptation of technologies for using new and renewable
sources of energy, with a view to promoting the manufactl.lxe of equipment in
developing countries;

(d) Establishment of information systems and exchange of relevant expertise;

(e) Manpower training and education.

To achieve those goals, it would be necessary for the programme of action to be
adopted at the Conference to provide for increased international co-operation,
including significant increases in financial flows for new and renewable sources

-10-
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of energy. Attention was drawn, in particular~ to the need for financial
assistance in the early sta~es of development (for example, for resource
inventories, feasibility studies, etc.) and for action to deal with the critical
situation on fuel wood in several regions. In all those activities, support
should be eiven to technical co-operation among developing countries at the
regional and interreeional levels.

A. Progress reFcrt of the Secretary-General

(Agenda item 2)

27. There wa~ general aB~eement among the delegations taking part in the debate
that the report of the Secretary-General (A/COIiJF .loo/pc/4o), as well as the opening
statement made by the Secretary-General of the Conference to the Committee at its
current session, provided an accurate vie~., of the appropI"iate orientation for the
Conference. Many delegations recalled the objectives defined in paragraph 2 of
General Assembly resolution 33/148 and linked them to the wider objectives of the
International Developmer.t Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade
(General Asse~bly resolution 35/56). It was suggested, in that context, that the
Conference should represent a major step in international scientific and technical
co-operation~ leading to the creation of a new international economic order. It
vTaS pointed out that, in both industrialized and developing countries, energy was
inextricably linked to matters of social and economic development. A number of
delegations pointed out that the existence of an organi.c interrelationship between
energy supply and social and economic development implied that success depended on
efforts to strengthen peace and security, to deepen the process of detente and to
underta.ke effective measures in the field of disarmament. One delegation stressed
the need to ensure that the subject of the Conference - new and renewable sources
of energy··' remained the centre of deliberations.

28. There was wide support for the vievi' that several forms of new and renewa.ble
energy offered great opportunities for immediate, widespread and substantial
development~ but it was also noted that developing countries would continue to
require increasing amounts of conventional energy for the foreseeable future in
order to meet development needs; new and renewable sources of energy should
therefore be regarded as complementary to conventional sources.

29. The emphasi~ that had been placed in the Secretary-GeneralIs statement on the
relationship between policies for promoting the use of new and renewable sources
of energy and general policies of development commanded a wide measure Of support
among delegations. One delegation noted~ however, that it was only one side of the
problem facing the Conference; substantial chanees had taken place in the worla
energy situation since 1973 and that aspect of the question had l~xgely been
neglected in the Conference preparations thus far. The view was also expressed
that the Conference objectives defined by the General Assembly indicated that the
Conference should not be concerned primarily with develo~ment patterns, or with
technology or energy comparisons; instead the Conference should be a means of
promoting the use of new and renewable sources of energy in social and economic
development. In that context, several delegations emphasized the close
relationship that existed between the objectives of the Conference and the proposed
programme of action~ and offered comments and suggestions concerning elements to
be included in the programme.

-11-
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30. The delegation of Kenya infor.med the Committee of the current state of
preparations by the host country for the Conference. In particular, attention i-laS

drawn to the need for early decisions by Governments on participation in the
exhibition-cum-demonstration~in order that the necessary facilities could be
provided.

31. The Director of the Division of Economic and Social Information of the
Department of Public Infor.mation presented a report on information activities that
were in' progress er planned for the Conference, and on plans for follow-up
activities after the Conference. She stated that, in view of the limited funds
and personnel available ~ maximum use was being made of outside persons to
redisseminate infor.mation about the Conference: the mailing list currently
contained approximately 8~000 names. Eleven ne't'Tsletters would have beerr distributed
before the Conference 2 together vTith fact sheets and other printed material:.
radio programmes in several languages were alse being distributed throughout the
world. A book on the Conference was planned for external pUblicat~on at the end
of 1981, and an animated film was being produced in co-operation with a film
company in Czechoslpvakia. The Director drew attention to Conference-related
activities being undertaken at the national level with help from the Division,
including ;'national energy daysH in 20 countries. Journalist encounters had been
arranged in co-operation with the regional commissions. Attention was also drawn
to events that would take place at Nairobi during the Conference, including a
journalist encounter, an audio-visual presentation, film showings and a photo
exhibition.

. B. Reports of the technical panels and ad hoc groups of experts

(Agenda item 2)

32. Tte Committee had before it for its consideration the reports of eight
technical panels (A/CONF.IOO/PC/23 and Corr.l, A/CONF.100/PC/24 and Corr.l,
A/CONF.100/PC/25 and Corr.l and 2, A/CONF.100/PC/26, A/CONF.100/PC/27 and Corr.l,
A/CONF.100/PC/28, 30 and 34) ~ reports of consultants on the use of peat for energy
(A/CONF.IOO/PC/32) and on draught animal power (A/CONF.IOO/PC/39) and t,he reports
of the six ad hoc groups of experts (A/CONF.IOO/PC/29, 31, 33 and 36-38) .

33. Many .delegations expressed their satisfaction at the generally high quality
of those reports, aithough several delegations indicated that, especially in regard
to the reports from the technical panels, there were omissions or errors on points
of detail that should be corrected. It was noted that, in a number of cases,
the technical panels had clearly identified specific technologies that were ready
for widespread adoption. One delegation expressed the view that the reports did
not make a significant contribution to the. development of appropriate conclusions
by the Conference; by limiting themselves only to surveys of opportunities and
difficulties the experts had not adequately responded to the needs expressed in
General Assembly resolution 33/148.

34. ~11e Committee agreed that it would be desirable for Governments to communicate
to the secretariat in writing any detailed comments or corrections concerning
individual reports.' The secretariat should then consider the desirability of
issuing an addendum or addenda to the reports, listing such recommended alterations.

-12-
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C. Report of the Synthesis Group

(Agenda ite!!1 2)

35. Different views were expressed on the report of the Synthesis Group
(A/CONF.loo/pc/4l and Add.l). In the vie1" of most delegations, the report contained
a satisfactory analysis. Some delegations were of the view that it provided a sound
basis on which the draft progra~e of action could be developed, and felt that the
conclusions in chapter V were generally valid and relevant, although some
reservations were expressed concerning specific paragraphs. On the other hand, other
delegations were of the view that the report of the Synthesis Group fell short of
the requirements of General Assembly resolution 33/148 and therefore could not
serve as a basis for the elaboration of a draft programme of action.

36. Some delegations felt that more emphasis should have been given in the report
to certain forms of new and renewable energy (for example ~ biomass and solar energy);
the basis for cost comparisons among different energy sources ~as also criticized
by some delegations, although it was recognized that substantial theoretical and
data problems hindered a more comprehensive approach. One delegation felt that the
report did not meet the challenges established for it in paragraphs 9 and 11 of
the report, and expressed the view that, in chapters III to V, the Synthesis Group
had gone beyond its mandate and had attempted to identify appropriate patterns of
development for developing countries.

D. Activities of the rele'vant organs, or.-p;anizations and bodies
of the United Iifations system in the field of new and
renewable sources of energy

(Agenda item 2)

37. In accordance with subparagraph (e) of Prepar~cory Committee decision 7 (II), 4/
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system had' submitted
reports on activities undertaken by them that 1-Tere relevant to the subject of the
Conference.

38. In their statements to the Committee, all representatives of United Nations
bodies and agencies emphasized the increasing importfuice that was being given to new
and renewable sources of energy in their programme activities. It was anticipated
that the programme of action that was to be developed for the Conference would
provide further impetus to those activities. Hany representatives drew attention
to projects already being undertaken in co-operation with Governments, and also noted
the close liaison that had been established with the Conference secretariat during
the preparatory process.

39. H'ith regard to the activities of bodies of the United lITations system, a number
of delegations s+,ressed the ne~~d to make more effective use of existing resources
through full co-ordination and rationalization of the division of labour, as
required. Full utilization of existing resources and activities would facilitate
the task. Those delegations emphasized that the need would not arise for more
institutions, but rather for better management and co-ordination of existing
resources. Adaptation of an existing intergovernmental body for co-ord.ination and
oversight was suggested.

4/ Ibid., sect. B.
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E. Pre-parations at the ree.ional level

(Agenda item 3)

40. In accordance with the recommendations contained in paragraph (f) of
Preparatory Committee decision 7. (II), 4/ all the regional commissions of the
United Nations had organized special JT!.eetings devoted to new and rene'o1able sources
of energy. In three cases (Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America),
regional plans of action had already been adopted; these were r~ow being elaborated
and implemented. The reports of the regional meetings were before the Committee
(A/CONF~100/8 and Add.1-2, Add.3 and Corr.l and Add. 4-5) , together with
comprehensive reports on other relevant activities of the regional commissions
(A/CONF.lOO/7 and Add.1-5 and Add.5/Corr.l).

41. In their statements, representatives of the regional commissions referred to
the technical assistance that had been provided to individual countries, in
co-operation with the Conference secretariat, especially in connexion with the
preparation of national reports. Although only a small number of national reports
had so far been completed, .many would soon be available and would lie extremely
useful in developine; an appropriate programme of action for the Conference. The
representatives emphasized that, because of the site-specific and similar
characteristics of many forms of new and renewable sources of energy, a regional
approach was often essential. The value of that approach had already been
demonstrated at several specialized seminars and workshops organized by regional
commissions on specific forms of new and renewable sources of energy.

42. The value of the regional approach to international co-operation was also
confirmed by many delegations. The plans of action developed for Africa, Asia
and the. Pacific, and Latin America were welcomed, and several delegations from
countries outside those regions felt that the plans for action offered valuable
guidelines and examples for the development of the programme of action to be
presented for adoption at the Conference.

F. Preparations at the national level

(Agenda item 4)

43. In their contributions to the general debate, most delegations referred to
recent activities at the national.level concerned with the increased use of new
and renewable sources of energy. In some cases, they arose directly from the
preparatory process for the Conference, but in many countries significant decisions
and actions had already been taken to ensure a more diversified and self-reliant
energy mix in the medium-to-long-term future. Frequently, therefore, preparations
for the Conference, including the preparation of national reports, were already
viewed as an integral part of continuing n~tional activities to promote the use of
new and renewable sources of energy.

44. Several delegations stated that special units or committees had been created
at the national level, with a mandate to eva.luate opportunities and to promote the
development of new and renewable sources of energy. Such special groups were
normally established within the over-all national framework of energy and
development planning. In a number of cases, a siBIlificant reorientation of energy
planning and development had already been achieved, although it was generally
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recognized that the relative contribution of nel-' and renew'able energy to nationalenere.,y supplies would increase substantially only in the medium term and long term.

45. In the context of national activities linked to international co-operation,several delegations referred to projects in their countries that were beingundertaken in co-operation with other countries, or with the assistance of bodiesof the United Nations system 01' other intergovernmental organizations. Severaldelegations indicated in their statements various constraints faced by theircountries in their efforts to develop nel-' anti renew'able sources of energy. Viewswere expressed concerning the importance of preparations at the national level inthe light of the primac:>r of activities at that level. Special efforts should bemade to improve national data bases ~ education and training capability ~ and
research~ development and testing. Other delegations indicated that theirpreparations for the Conference at the national level included the compilation ofinformation on research ~ training and other facilities that could be used by othercountries.

G. Chairman's concluding remarks

46. At the conclusion of the general debate ~ the Chairman of the PreparatoryCommittee expressed the vielv that an extremely fruitful exchange of views had takenplace. A large number of delegations and representatives of organizations hadparticipated in the debate ~ and many of the statements would be helpful in thepreparatory tasks that still lay ahead.

47. The Chairman stated that the following general conclusions might be drawnfrom the debate on agenda items 2, 3 and 4 :

(a) Delegations had expressed their general satisfaction with the progre~sthat had been made in preparbtions for the Conference since the second session ofthe Committee;

(b) The work undertaken by the technical panels, ad hoc groups of' expertsand the Synthesis Group had, been of generally high quality ~ although some delegationshad expressed reservations or disagreements on points of' detail; it would be usefulif Governments could communicate such comments in writing to the secretariat as soonas possible~ and no later than 31 May;

(c) In the view of many delegations, the report of the Synthesis Groupcontained much material that would be useful in developing the draft programme of'action;

(d) The summaries of national preparations f'or the Conference that had beencontained in the statements of many delegations had done much to enrich theCommittee's understanding of' the needs and objectives of the Conf'erence;

(e) It was evident f'rom the debate that activities at the subregional andregional levels were already substantial and were much appreciated by Governments:the contributions made to the debate by representatives of the regional commissionshad been extremely Valuable;

-15-
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(f) SimilarJ.y ~ there was evidence of growing co-operation and co-ordinationamong United Nations bodies and agencies in regard to new and renewable sources ofenergy~ the close links that had been established within-the United IIations systemin the preparatory process were .very important for a successful Conference:

(g) In the course of the debate, many delegations had indicated in gen.eralt,erms their expectations concerning the draft programme of action that was to bedeveloped. Those views would be of considerable assistance when the preliminarydraft outline of the programme of action, which was the next item on the Committee'sagenda, was being considered.

-16-
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v. PRELIMINARY DRAFT OUTLINE OF A PROGRAMME OF ACTION

(Agenda item 5)

48. In introducing the preliminary draft outline of a programme of action,
prepared by the secretariat (A/CONF.100/PC/44), the Secretary-General of the
Conference referred to the request for such an outline contained in General
Assembly resolution 35/204. The Secretary-General emphasized that what was being
presented at that stage should be regarded only as a conceptual sketch of what
the programme of action might ultimately contain. In some ways it might have
been easier for the secretariat to have prepared a draft programme of action in
a near-complete form, but it seemed evident that more would be gained by adopting
a mechanism of successive approximations in order to achieve a high degree of
consensus.

49. The Secretary-General briefly summarized the contents of the outline and
drew attention to several important elements that, in the view of the secretariat,
should be embodied in the programme of action. They included the diversity of
energy sources involved and the different stages of development they had reached;
the need to identify appropriate measures to be taken at the national, regional
and international levels; the need to take short-term, medium-term and long-term
perspectives; and the different problems for which an increased use of new and
renewable sources of energy might assist in finding solutions. The latter
included the crisis in traditional patterns of energy use, especially in regard to
fuel w~od; the need to provide energy to sustain and increase economic and social
development; and the need for an energy transition from heavy dependence on
fossil fuels to a more varied energy mix.

50. In the Secretary-GeneralIs opinion, the programme of action should be a
relatively brief and concise text, carrying a clear political message concerning
the role that new and renewable sources of energy could play in the future. In
preparing a preliminary draft outline of such a programme, the secretariat had
benefited from consultations with agencies and bodies of the United Nations
system.

51. During the discussion of the preliminary draft outline, there was general
agreement that the document represented an appropriate response to the request
contained in General Assembly resolution 35/204, and that it was a sound and
useful working document for discussion by the Preparatory Committee. The
difficulties presented by the multidimensional character of the theme were
recognized, and suggestions were made concerning possible groupings of, and
linkages between, different elements in the outline. Many delegations noted that
the preliminary character of the outline had given rise to unbalanced treatment,
for example, an over-emphasis on national action vis-a-vis international measures.

52. In the view of the Group of 77, the structure of the programme af action
should include four main sections: an introduction or preamble; a stRtement of
objectives; action proposals and policy measures; and a section on monitoring,
follow-up and', review and appraisal of the programme of action. The following
proposed list of objectives, issued as a conference room paper, was submitted
by the Group of 77 for consideration:
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"(a) To promote, as the basic issue, concerted action of theinternational community in order to contribute to the process of energytransition, throueh the adoption of measures for the development andutilization of new and renewable sources of energy, with a view tocontributing to meeting future over-all energy requirements, especiallythose of the developing countries, in particular in the context of effortsaimed at accelerating the development of developing countries;
"(b) To strengthen international co-operation designed for thepromotion and development of technologies related to new and renewable sourcesof energy and for the transfer and adaptation of technology from developedcountries to developing countries, as well as for an exchange of technologyamong developing countries, in order to strengthen their scientific andtechnological capacity and support an increased capacity for the productionof capital goods in developing countries;

"(c) To stimulate the mobilization of additional adequate financialresources from developed countries, international financial institutionsand other inte~national organizations to the developing countries for thedevelopment of new and renewable sources of energy through programmes andprojects at the national, subreeional, regional and international levels;
"(d) To provide, through international co-operative efforts, for theexchange of information and manpower training in the developing countries,as ,well as to promote their ability to undertake energy resource evaluationand energy planning in order to accelerate the introduction of new andrenewable sources of energy in their energy balances;
"(e) To provide support for the attainment of the national objectivesand priorities established by developing countries in the field of new andrenewable sources of energy, related to the strengthening of their nationalcapabilities and institutional infrastructures for the effectiveincorporation of new and renewaole sources of energy into national policyand planning processes;

"(f) To deeignate adequate mechanisms for implementation, monitorineand follow-up, ,and for evaluation of the implementation of the programme ofaction;

"(g) To provide, as requested, assistance and support for co-operativeefforts among developing countries;

"(h) To specifY measures designed to increase and sustain awareness ofnew and renewable sources of energy, with respect to their potential andutilization, taking special account of the stage reached in the varioustechnologies and of their socio-cultural impact."
53. The spokesman for the Group of 77 noted t~at the programme of action shouldbe consistent with the general framework provided by the International DevelopmentStrategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. The programme shouldmake it clear that the use of new and renewable sources of energy by developinRcountries should not in any way limit access by those countries to conventionalsources of energy. The programme, it was pointed out,. should neither overstatenor underestimate the role to be played by new and renewable sources of energy;

-18-
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that role mieht, nevertheless, be significant, both in the sense of increasing
the indigenous energy resources of all co·~tries, thus contributing to greater
energy self-sufficiency, and in providing srmore diversified pattern of energy
supply and demand, particularly in rural areas.

54. In connexion with the definition of concrete policies and measures, the
representative of the Group of 77 noted that they should be developed in terms of
the three main variables of resources, end-use and technology. The measures might
be of a Ilhorizontal" character, such as transfer of technology, information and
training; other actions might be more specific. In the latter context, it was
stated that no doubt existed concerning the desirability of applying measures in
the short term in respect of those sources of energy for whicn technologies were
immediately available, including the strengthening of the te~hnological capacity
of developing countries and the mobilization of additional financial resources in
favour of developing countries. In conclusion, the Group of 77 took the view
that the subject of new and renewable sources of energy offered a broad range of
opportunities for closer international co-operation on topics of common interest
to both developed and developing countries. ·Those opportunities should not be
missed.

55. In a subsequent statement on the section on policy measures that should be
included in the programme of action, the representative of the Group of 77
su~gested that the section should be adjusted to make it compatible with the
objectives for the programme that had been proposed by the Group of 77 (para.~ 52
above). A eeographical perspective should be adopted, including measures at the
national, regional and international levels, framed in the context of avai~able

technologies for using new and renewable sources of energy. Measures at the
national level should be determined in accordance with the policies and
priorities of individual Governments and in accordance with the principle of
permanent sovereignty of developing countries over their natural resources.
Measures at the regional and international levels should be complete and
comprehensive and should contribute to the achievement of a better energy balance
and increases in the rate of development. Action by the international community
should strengthen the capacity of developing countries, especially in "horizontal ~I

activities, such as the establishment of energy inventories, energy planning and
trainin6. It would be necessary to establish machinery to ensure additional
financial resources for new and renewable sources of energy and to ensure an
effective follow-up to the Conference.

56. The delegation of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the European Economic
Community and its member States, expressed the view that, although the proposed
structure of the programme of action presented by the Group of 77 adopted a
rather different approach to that contained in the outline submitted by the
Secretary-General of the Conference, it nevertheless contained many of the same
basic ideas with which the States members of the Community were in agreement.
The Community wished to emphasize that new and renewable sources of energy were
relevant to the needs of all countries and not especially to those of developing
countries. Similarly, the Community stressed the importance of energy transition,
a concern common to the whole of the international community. In regard to the
objectives of the pro~raro~e of action, the Community could accept the four proposed
by the Secretary-General (A/CONF.IOO/pc/44, sect. B); in preparing a new draft
of that section, the Secretary-General should take account of the statements
made by the Group of 77 and by other delep;ations at the third session as well as
of the work of the Synthesis Group and other experts and of the regional bodies.
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A small number of objectives would, in the view of thE" Community, enable the
Conference to focus its work on major issues, leading to effective and concrete
actions. The Community associated itself with the view that action had to be
taken in the short term to face the fuel-wood crisis and to benefit rural areas
in developing countries; it also wished to re-emphasize the balance that should
e~ist between action at n~tional and international levels, respectively. In
regard to institutional, financial and similar matters, the Community looked
forward. to hearing suggestions, including those from the secretariat, on the
co-ordination and harmonization of action undertaken by the United Nations·
system. It was stressed on behalf of the Community that both the private and
the public sectors· had a role to play in regard t.o support measures, including
financial resources.

51. The delegation of the United States of America submitted the following
proposals, issued as a conference roam paper, for redrafting the objectiv~s of
the programme of action, Which, it believed, reflected in large par.t the
language used in paragraph ,2 of General Assembly resolution 33/148:

,
n{a) To increase and maintain awareness and understanding at the

national, regional and international levels of the role of new and renewable
sources of energy in meeting future over-all energy requirements, especially
those of developing countries, in particular in the context of efforts aimed
at accelerating the development of developing countries;

n{b) To strengthen national capability for the effective incorporation
of new and renewable sources of energy into national energy policy 'and
planning processes through the strengthening of the relevant institutional
infrastructures:

n{i) For the assessment of energy resources, needs and options;

"(ii) For the formulation and better management of integrated policies
and programmes in relation to'sectoral development plans;

"(c) To es.:tablish concerted programmes and improve the efficiency of
existing activities to mobilize resources and promote the wider use of new
and renewable 'sources of energy which contribute to meeting future over-all
energy requirements, especially those of developing countries, in particular
in the context of efforts aimed at accelerating the development of
developing countries, namely: . ,

n(i) To increase the quantity of energy that can be derived from new
and renewable sources of e~ergy and the pace of transition to
those technologies;

."{ii) To increase the amount of energy supplied from traditional energy
sources an4 the efficiency of its conversion;

n{iii) To identify measures to promote new energy technologies;

"(iv) To g!vehigher priority to research and development of promising
technologies;
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"(v) To encourage over-all planning for the development of large-scale
resources, for example, bydroeJ.ectric, geothermal, oil shale, and
others;

"(vi) To facilitate more efficient and useful programmes of information
dissemination, demonstration and training activities."

The United States delegation also pointed out that many of the recommendations that
had been made by the technical panels, ad hoc groups of experts and the Synthesis
Group were sound and feasible; they should c:onstitute the basis of measures proposed
in the draft programme of action.

58. The delegation of Japan took the view that there was some duplication among
chapters and paragraphs in the preliminary draft outline. Th~ duplication appeared
to stem from the fact that there were overlapping elements among the objectives.
Although action proposals might be identified in several wa:yfJ, an approach that
distinguished between national, regional/subregional and international levels of
action seemed the most appropriate and action-oriented. For illustrative purposes,
the Japanese delegation submitted the following proposals for a revision of the
structure of section C (Action proposals) of the draft outline:

National level

(a) The establishment or strengthening of government offices designed to
deal with over-all energy assessment, planning and policy formulation with full
integration of new and renewable sources of energy, and closely linked with global
development planning, including:

(i) The establishment or strengthening of institutional mechanisms, including
co-ordinating mechanisms;

(ii) Strengthening of the efficiency of energy use;

(iii) The identification of priorities in the field of new and renewable sources
of energy;

(iv) The mobilization and appropriate allocation of human, technical and
financial resources;

(v) The promotion of legislative measures and incentive policies;

(b) Enhancement of the development and utilization of traditional and new
and renewable sources of energy, particularly in rural areas, through integrated
rural developm~nt systems;

(c) Increased access to and application of new energy technologies that are
already proven and reliable;

(d) The strengthening of research, development and demonstration activities
in the field of new and renewable sources of energy, inclUding adaptation and
testing of new technologies;

(e) The training of specialists, including personnel for the exploitation
and utilization of new and renewable sources of energy and for manUfacturing,
operation, maintenance and repair activities;
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(f) The establishment or strengthening of information networks and data
collection and dissemination;

(g) The identification of.economic, social, financial, environmental or other
constraints which hamper the introduction of new and renewable sources of energy.

Re~ional/subre~ionallevel

(a:) The development of methodologies for energy assessment and planning;'

(b) The establishment of information exchange networks;

(c) The promotion of self-reliance and co-operation among developin~ countries
in research, development and demonstration activities;

(d) The training of specialists for the development and utilization of new
and renewable sources of e~ergy;

(e) The impr~vement of the effectiveness of existing activities, where
appropriate, to promote technical and economic co-operation in the field of new
and renewable sources of energy;

(f) The mobilization of financial resources and supporting funds within
regional institutions to promote pre-investment and investment activities in new
and renewable sources of energy;

(g) The promotion of multinational industrial programmes for the manufacture
of capital goods for the exploitation of new and renewable sources of energy;

(h) The provision of regional/subree;ional assistance and support to the
continued expansion of activities for economic co-operation amone; developing
countries and technical co-operation among developing countries.

International level

(a) The co-ordination of co-operative efforts of international organizations;

(b) Revision of the priorities of financial institutions and bilateral
mechanisms;

(c) The promotion of internal co-operation efforts aimed at:

(i) Energy assessment and planning;

(ii) Education and training;

(iii) Transfer of technology;

(iv) Research and development;

(v) Informati'on flows;

(d) The provision of international assistance ~nd support to the continued
expansion of activities for economic co-op~ration amone developing countries and
technical co-operation among developing countries at the interregional level.
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59. Several delegations drew attention to items that appeared to have been omittedfrom the preliminary draf't outline, or that merited greater emphasis. Theyincluded the expansion of industrial infrastructure, especially in developingcountries, in order to increase the use of new and renewable sources of energyrapidly; the contribution that could be made by the activities of' the privatesector, which contained in some countries much of' the available technology, skilland capital relevant to new and renewable sources of' energy; and the desirabilityof' incorporating actions and policy measures in more comprehensive planning,especially at the national level. Some delegations noted the importance of'reflecting in the programme of' action the exercise of' f'ull national sovereigntyover natural resources and, in particlilar, State control over the process of'development and utilization of' fuel and energy resources as a crucially importantf'actor in the comprehensive development of' the national economy. In regard to theprovision of' the necessary f'inance, ref'erence was made to the need to take dueregard of' existing allocations of' resources and ways in which they might beimproved; attention was also drawn to the financial resources that could bereleased through action in regard to disarmament and an end to the arms race.The view was also expressed that, in the development of' the draft programme of'action, f'ormat need not be the primary criterion; proposals f'or measures to solvesome specif'ic energy problems might reduce the residual dif'f'icultie~ that wouldbe encountered in adopting an appropriate structural outline f'or the programme.It was also emphasized that the programme of action should recognize that theprimary diff'iculties to be overcome in promoting the use of' new and renewablesources of' energy were political. If the necessary degree of' political commitmentcould be obtained, the rest would be straightf'orward. In that connexion,participation in the Conf'erence at the highest possible level was greatly to bedesired (see annex I, decision 5 (Ill».
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VI. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
ON NEH AND RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY

(Agenda item 6)

60. Introducing agenda item 6, the Secretary-General of the Conference recalled
that ~ draft provisional agenda for the Conference (A/CONF.IOO/PC/13) had been
considered by the Preparatory Committee at its second session. 2/ That version
had been prepared before the decision was taken at the second session to include
a programme of action in the proposed work of the Conference. For that and other
reasons, the provisional agenda required reconsideration and revision. The
General Assembly,· in paragraph 13 of its resolution 35/204, had requested the
Preparatory Committee to undertake that task at its third session; a decision
at the current session was also required in order to facilitate the process of
invitations to the Confer~nce. The Secretary-General noted, however, that it
would be possible ,for the Committee to make further changes to the draft
provisional agenda at its fourth session if it so wi.shed.

61. To facilitate the work of the Committee, the Secretary-General introduced a
revised draft of the provisional agenda, prepared by the secretariat
(A/CONF.IOO/PC/13/Rev.l). He pointed out that no annotations to the agenda had
been inclUded, since it appeared preferable to defer drafting them until the
draft programme of action was considered at the fourth session of the Committee.

62. During discussion of the revised draft prepared by the secretariat, it was
noted that all the SUbstantive items to be discussed at the Conference were
directly related to the proposed programme of action, and that it would therefore
be desirable fer the agenda to indicate that central focus. It was also agreed
that adoption of the programme of action should be a separate agenda item and
should not be linked to the adoption of the report of the Conference. Other
changes to the revised draft were considered, and agreement was reached that the
draft provisional agenda should read as follows (see annex I, decision 3 (III»:

1. Opening of the Conference.

2. Election of the President of the Conference.

3. Organizational and procedural matters:

(a) Adoption of the rules of procedure;

(b) Adoption of the agenda and'organization of work;

(c) Election of officers other than the President;

(d) Credentials of representative~ to the Conference:

(i) Appointment of members of the Credentials Committee;

21 ~., part two, sect. IV.
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(ii) Report of the Credentials Committee.

4. General debate: new and renewable energy sources in the context of
development.

5. Consideration and adoption of the programme of action.

6. Adoption of the report of the Conference.

63. In connexion with the adoption of a provisional agenda for the Conferences
the secretariat introduced a document on the organization of the work of the
Conference (A/CONF.IOO/pc/46). It was pointed out by the secretariat that the
proposals contained in the document followed very closely the guideline~ on the
preparation, organization and servicing arrangements of special conferences of
the United Nations and their preparatory meetings that were annexed to General
Assembly resolution 35/10 of 3 November 1980. It was also pointed out that neither
the proposals in the document nor the draft provisional rules of procedure for the
Conference (agenda item 7) imposed any constraint on the Conference in regard to
the number of main committees that could be established or the allocation of
agenda items to the plenary ~eetings and the committees. In accordance with
recent practice, however, and in view of the relatively small number of working
days allocated to the Conference, logistic preparations were proceeding on the
assumption that there would be two main committees in addition to the plenary
meetings.

64. The Committee gave its approval to the proposals on the organization of the
work of the Conference set out in document A/CONF.IOO/pc/46 (see annex I,
decision 7 (Ill)).
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VII. DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CONFERENCE

(Agenda item 7)

65. The Executive Secretary of the Conference reminded the Committee that the
draft rules of procedure for the Conference, contained in document A/CONF .100/PC/14,
had been considered at the second session of the Committee, but no decision had.
been taken thereon. To meet the request in paragraph 14 of General Assembly
resolution 35/204, and in order to proceed with invitations to the Conference, a
decision on the rules of procedure should be' taken at the current session. The
Executive Secretary noted that, in general, the draft rules of procedure followed
normal practice, but some questions had been left open, such as the number of
Vice-Presidents to be provided for under rule 6. He also pointed 9ut that, at the
second session of the Preparatory Committee, there had been some unresolved
questions concerni~g participation in the Conference (rules 52 to 59 inclusive).
Those questions had sUbsequently been resolved in paragraph 18 of Assembly
resolution 35/204.

66. After discussion, the Commdttee agreed to approve the draft rules of procedure
set out in doc'Ulllent A/COlfE' .100/PC/14 by specifying that, under rule 6, the number
of Vice-Presidents should be set at 23 and by removing the brackets previously
placed around rules 52 to 59 inclusive. The Committee also agreed to submit the
dr~ft rules of procedure to the Conference. (See annex I, decision 4 (Ill).)

67. Following those decisions, statements were made on behalf of the Governments
of Canada,. France, Germany, Federal Republi c of, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America (concerning rule 52),
of Australia and the United States of America (concerning rule 53) and of Australia
(concerning rule 54); the statements indicated that the reservations that had been
expressed by those Governments during the consideration by the Second Committee at
the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the draft resolution concerning
the Conference (A/35/592/Add.5 ". draft resolution I, subsequently adopted as
resolution 35/204), 'remained in effect. The delegation of Israel requested that
its objection to rule 53 should be recorded.

I
,
i

I
!
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VIII. PROVISIONAl, AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE COHMITTEE

(Agenda item 8)

68. The Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, in introducing agenda i tern 8,
emphasized that the principal matter to be discussed at the fourth session would
be the preliminary draft programme of action. The agenda for the session should
therefore be kept as short as possible, to enable discussion to be focused on that
item.

69. In that connexion, it was pointed out by several delegations that the cur1"ent
and planned future activities of international organizations, especially those
within the United Nation'" system, were of vital importance to the development of an
effective programme of action. It was suggested that a separate agenda item should
be devoted to that topic, but the suggestion was withdrawn when the Secretary­
General. of the Conference undertook to prepare, for consideration at the fourth
session, a paper that would provide an overview of activities relevant to the
increased use of new and renewable sources of energy that were being undertaken or
planned within the United Nations system. As far as possible, in the time
available, the paper would bring up to date the summaries that had already been
provided to the Committee (A/CONF.IOO/6 and Add.1-13; A/CONF.IOO/7 and Add.1-5
and Add.5/Corr.l).

70. After discussion, the Committee agreed on the following pr-,visional. agenda
for its fourth session:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Preparations at the national. level.

3. Preliminary draft programme of action.

4. Provisional agenda and organizational. arrangements for the Conference.

5. Adoption of the report of the Commi. ttee 0
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IX. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

(Agenda item 9)

71. The Preparatory Committee considered the draft report on its third session,
contained in documents A!CONF.IOO!PC/L.26 and Add.l and 2, at its 30th and
31st meetings, on 16 April. In view of the fact that the numerous written
smendments that had been submitted to the Rapporteur could not be incorporated
in the report in time, the Committee decided to defer further consideration and
adoption of the draft report until its fourth session. 6/

Concluding remarks of the Secretary-General

72. In his cone!udi:ng statement, the Secretary-General of the Conference expressed
his satisfaction with what ,had been achieved a.t the third session of the! Committee.
The commitment that had been indicated by delegations had demonstrated that

I

world-wide concern for the theme of the Conference was increasing. It was evident
that the preparation of the draft programme of action would be a difficult task,
and. the secretariat was conscious of the responsibility that had been entrusted
to it.

73. In that connexion, the Secretary-General noted that, despite differences of
opinion. concerning the format and approach to be adopted by the programme, there
appeared to be a large area of common agreement among delegations. In the
Secretary-General's view, the followi::lg characteristics needed to be emphasized in
the draft programme:

(a) Close adherence to the objectives of the Conference defined in General
Assembly resolution 33/148;

(b) Consideration of the different sources of new and renewable energy in
the context of development;

(c) An emphasis on action-oriented. proposals;

(d) The importance of the regional and sUbregional levels, and of the
co-operative role that sho1,1ld be undertaken by bodies and agencies of the United
Nations system;

(e) Provision for monitoring and follow-up.

74. ,The Secretary-General also drew attention to the need to give consideration
at the fourth session of the Committee to the organization of the work of the
Conference, so that scientific, technical and political aspects could all be
adequatt:ly covered. He invited the views of Governments on that topic as well as

6/ At its fourth session (32nd and 33rd meetings) the Committee resumed
consideration of the draft report and adopted it as orally revised by the
Rapporteur. The draft report was circulated as document A/CONF.IOO/PC!L.29.
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on the programme of action, and he emphasized the need for help from Governmentsin moulding public opinion in support of new and renewable sources of energy.The Secretary-General looked forward to the series of visits· that he would bemaking to national capitals and to continuing co-operation with the Chairman ofthe Preparatory Committee and other officers of the Committee.
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ANNEX I

Decisions adopted by the Committee at its third session

1 (Ill). National papers

The Preparatory Committee for the UniteQ Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy expresses its appreciation to those countries which
have so far sent their national papers al in response to decision 4 (II), adopted
by the Preparatory Committee on 1 August 1980, and decides to extend the
deadline for the submission of such papers to 31 May 1981 for those countries which
have not yet responded and wish to do so.

30th meetiI!B.
16 April 1981

-30- .

30th meeting
16 April 1981

al A/CORF.IOO/RR/l-29.-bl A/cONF.100/Pc/44.

cl A/cONF.lOO/PC/13/Rev.1.

30th meeting
16 April 1981

Provisional agenda for the Conference

Preliminary draft of a programme of action

3 (Ill).

2 (Ill).

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy notes the preliminary draft outline of a programme
of action sUbmitted by the Secretary-General of the Conference bl and requests
h!m to prepare, for consideration by the Committee at its fourth session, a
preliminary draft of a progra;mme of action, taking into account the preparatory
work ,to ~ate and the observations and proposals, including those on the
preliminary draft outline of a programme of action ~ made during the third session
of the Committee.

The Preparatory Committee for' the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources Of Energy: decides to approve the preliminary draft of the
provisional agenda for the Conference cl and to consider it again at its fourth
session, together with annotations to the preliminary draft of the provisional
agenda, in the light, inter alia, of the developments in the preparation of the
draft programme of action, with a view to approving the provisional agenda.
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4 (Ill). Draft rules of' procedure for the Conference

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenewable Sources of Energy, having considered the draft rules of' procedure f'orthe Conference, d/ in accordance with General Assembly resolution 35/204 of16 December l~GO-~

(a) Decides that, under rule 6~ the number of Vice-Presidents should be
twenty-three~

(b) Approves the draf't rules of procedure and decides to transmit them tothe Conference.

30th meeting
16 April 1981

5 (Ill). Level of attendance at the Conference

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenewable Sources of Energy urges all countries, in view of' the importance of theissues to be considered at the Conference, to participate in the Conf'erence atthe highest possible level.

30th meetinp.:
16 April 1981

6 (Ill). Compendi~ o~ existing studies on new and
renewable sources of' energy

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenewable Sources of' Energy takes note of' the suggestion submitted by theSecretary~Generalof the Conference e/ in response to sUbparagraph (d) of'decision 5 (II), adopted by the Preparatory Committee on 1 August 1980, andrequests the Secretary-General to pursue the idea of establishing a computerizedretrieval system of the existing studies, to be provided for the Conference ifthe extrabudgetary resources required can be secured.

30th meeting
16 April 1981

d/ A/CONF.100/PC/14.
e/ See A/CONF.100/pc/43, paras. 5 and 6.
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7 (Ill). Organization of the work of the Conference

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenewable Sources of Energy, having considered the note by. the Secretariat on theorganization of the work of the Conference, f/. -
(a) Decides that:

(i) Pre-Conference consultations should be held for two days immediatelyprior to the beginning of the Conference in order to consider and reachagreement on all procedural and organizational matters to be dealt withon the opening day of the Conference;

(ii) The list of speakers in the general debate shall be opened at UnitedNations Headquarters on 9 June 1981 at 10 a.m.;

(b) Recommends to the Conference for its adoption the following proposalson the organization of work:

(i) Meetings sl10uld normally be scheduled trom 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from3 to 6 p.m. and should start punctually;

(ii) The general debate should be held in plenary meetings starting at thesecond meeting and should be concluded by Tuesday, 18 August; thereshould be no general debate in the main committees;

(iii) The list of speakers in the general debate should be closed at noon onWednesday, 12 August 1981, at Nairobi;

(iv) The time-limit for statements in the general debate should be 15minutes for the representatives of each State and 10 minutes for otherparticipants;

(v) Statements in exercise of the right of reply should be made at the endof the day whenever two meetings have been scheduled for that day andwhenever they are devoted to the same item; the number of suchstatements by any delegation should be limited to two per item at anygiven meet~ng, the first intervention lasting not more than fiveminutes and the second not more than three minutes;

(vi) The report of the Conference should consist of the decisions of theConference, a brief account of the events leading to the convening of theConference, the proceedings, including a summary of the general debatein the plenary meetings and a repertorial account of the work of themain committees, and of the action, taken in plenary on theirrecommendations;

(c) Decides to consider at its fourth session any other aspects of theorganization of work of the'Conference that may be required.

30th meeting
16 April 1981

f/ A/CO~W.100/pc/46.
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ADEX II

Documentation before the Commit~ee at its third session

Symbol Item

A/35/43!ach
'ith

~
~ A/CONF.1OO/6 2

s I
I
I
I

n

A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.l 2~

A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.2 2
m

A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.3 2
!r

~
A/CONF.loo/6/Add.4 2

Id

J A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.5 2
ij

~
A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.6 2

the li A/CONF.1OO/6/Add.7 2e ,1

Title

Report of the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations
Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy on its first
and second sessions a/

Activities of the relevant
organs, organizations and bodies
of the United Nations system in
the field of new and renewable
sources of energy; note by the
Secretary-General

activities of the United
Nations

__ report submitted by the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development

. report submitted by the
United Nations Children's Fund

report submitted by the
United Nations Development
Programme

report submitted by the
United Nations University

_. report submitted by the
International Labour Orll:anisation

report submitted by the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organization

A/CONF.100/6/Add.8 2 _ report submitted by the
World Bank

" a/ Official Records of the General Assembly? Thirty-fifth Session,Supplement No. 43 (A!35/43).
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Symbol Item Title

A/cONF.loo/6/Add.9 2 report submitted by the
l'lorld Meteorological Organization

A/CONF.IOO/6/Add.IO 2 report submitted by the
Wbrld Intellectual Property
Organization

A/CONF.IOO/6/Add.ll 2 report submitted by the
United Nations Centre f'or Human

.tions Settlements (Habitat)
'abl.e A/CONF.IOO/6/Add.12 2 report submitted by therst

United Nations Industrial.
Devel.opment Organization

A/CONF.l.oo/6/Add.l.3 2 report submitted by theodies
Food and Agriculture:n in
Organization of' the Unitedble
Nationsthe

A/CONF.l.OO/1 3 Comprehensive reports on the
ied activities of' the regional

commissions: note by the
Secretary-General.

le A/CONF.l.OO/1/Add.1 3 report submitted by thel

ECOnomic Commission f'or Europe
A/CONF.IOO/7/Add.2 3 report submitted by thee

Economic Commission f'or Af'ricand

A/CONF.l.OO/1/Add.3 3 report submitted by thee
Economic and Social Commission
f'or Asia and the Pacif'ic

A/CONF.IOO/1/Add.4 3 report submitted by the:!

ECOnomic Commission f'or Western
Asia

A/CONF.l.OO/1/Add.5 and Corr.l 3 report submitted by theltion
ECOnomic Commission f'or Latin
America

A/CONF.IOO/8 3 Reports of' regional preparatory
meetings: note by the
Secretary-General

A/CONF.IOO/8/Add.l. 3 report submitted by the
ECOnomic Commission f'or Europe

A/CONF.IOO/8/Add.2 3 report submitted by the
ECOnomic Commission f'or AL.'ica
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A/CONF.1OO/NR/l 4

A/CONF.1OO/NR/2 4

A/CONF.1OO/NR/3 4
I
j

A/CONF.1OO/NR/4 4
I

:j
J

;4

4A/CONF.1OO/NR/5,.
I
I

I~ A/CONF~lOO/NR/6 4

I1 A/CONF.1OO/NR/7 4j

. A/CONF.1OO/NR/8 4

A/CONF.1OO/NR/9 4

A/CONF.1OO/NR/1O 4

d by the
Organization

Cl. by the
operty

i by the
for Human

i by the
~ial

[on

L by the

lited

on the
onal
the

by the
r Europe

by the
r Africa

by the
mission
ic

by the
r Western

by the
~ Latin

~pa.ratory

by the
. Europe

by the
, Al_:ica

Symbol

A/CONF.100/8/Add.3 and
Corr.l

A/CONF.100/8/Add.4

A/CONF.lOO/8/Add.5

A/CONF.100/NR/ll

A/CONF.100/NR/12

A/CONF.100/NR/13

Item

3

3

3

4

4

4
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Title

report submitted by the
Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific

report submitted by the
Economic Commission for
Western Asia

report submitted by the
Economic Co~ission for Latin
America

National report submitted by
Pakistan

National report submitted by
Hungary

National report submitted by
Finland

National report submitted by
Czechoslovakia

National report submitted by
Belgium

National report submitted by the
Dominican Republic

National report submitted by
France

National report submitted by
Liberia

National report submitted by
Poland

National report submitted by the
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

National report submitted by the
Sudan

National report sUbmitted by
Iraq



~ymbo~ ~ Title

A/CONF.lOO/NR/14 4 National report submitted by
Colombia

by the A/CONF.lOO/NR/15 4 National report submitted by the

mission Netherlands
c , A/CONF.lOO/NR/l6 4 National report submitted by

by the Jamaica

A/CONF.lOO/NR/11 4 National report submitted by
Peru

)y the
A/CONF.lOO/NR/l8 4 National report submitted byLatin

~rorway

!d by A/CONF.lOO/NR/19 4 National repor~ submitted by
Israel

d by A/CONF.lOO/NR/20 4 National report submitted by
Zaire

i by A/CONF.lOO/NR/2l 4 National re:port submitted by
Sweden

i by A/CONF.lOO/NR/22 4 'National report submitted by the
Congo

l by A/CONF.lOO/NR/23 4 National report submitted by
China

, by the A/CONF.IOQ/NR/24 4 IlJ'ational report submitted by
Bolivia

by A/CONF.lOO/NR/25 4 National report submitted by
Venezuela

by A/CONF.lOO/J5IR/26· 4 National report f:,ubmitted by
Cuba

by A/COlf.F.lOO/NR/27 ~ National report submitted by the
Federal Republic of G~rmany

by the A/CONF.lOO/NR/28 National report submitted by

'itain
Ireland

A/CONF.IOO/NR/29 4 National report s'l,1bmitted by

by" the
Romania

A!CONF.lOO/PC/l3/Rev.l 6 Draft p~ovisional agenda for the
Conference: note by the
Secretariat

'Jy .
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:itted by

itted by the

itted by

itted by

itted by

itted by

itted by

itted by

itted by the

Ltted by

Ltted by

t.tted by

.tted by

.tted by the
'r~rmany

,tted by

tted by

nda for the
the

, i

Symbol

A/CONF.100/PC/l4

A/COtIF.lOO/PC!23 and Corr.l

A!CONF.lOO/PC/24 and Corr.l

A/CONF.lOO/PC/25 and Corr.l
and 2

A/CONF.lOO/PC/26

A/CONF.lOO/PC/27 and Corr.l

A/CONF.lOO/PC/28

A/CONF.lOO/PC/29

A/CONF.lOO!PC/30

A/CCNF.lOO/PC/3l

A/COlW.lOO/PC/32

A/CONF.lOO/PC/33

A/CONF.lOO/PC/34

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2
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Title

Draft rules of procedure for
the Conference

Report of the Technical Panel
on Geothermal Energy on its
second session

Report of the Technical Panel on
Wind Energy on its second
session

Report of the Technical Panel
on Ocean Energy on its second
session

Final report of the Technical
Panel on Oil Shale and Tar
Sands

Report of the Technical Panel on
Solar Energy on its second
session

Report of the Technical Panel
on Biomass Energy on its
second session

Report of the Ad Hoc Expert
Group on Financing of New and
Renewable Sources of Energy

Report of the Technical Panel
on Hydropower .on its second
session .

Final report of 'the Ad Hoc
Expert Group on,Infor~ation
Flows

Report on the. use of peat for
energy: note by the Secretary­
General

Report of the Ad Hoc Expert
Group on Education and Training

Report of the Technical Panel on
Fuel-wood and Charcoal cn its
second session



~ol

A/CONF.IOO/PC/35 ~~d Add.l

A/CONF.lOO!PC!36

A/CONF.l00!PC!37

AiCONF.100!PC/38

A/CONF.l00!PC/39

A/cornr.l00/PC/40

A/CONF.l00/PC/41

A/CONF.IOO/PC/41!Add.l

A/CONF.IQO/pc/42

A/CONF.l00/PC/43

A/CO~W.l00/PC/44

A/CONF.l00/PC/45

A/CONF.IOO/pc/46

Iten:

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

5

1

6
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Provisional a3enda for the third
session of the Preparatory
COIl'l.lllittee

Report of tne AQ Hoc Expert
Group on Industrial Issues,
including Utilization of Enerey
in Transportation and Allied
Sectors

Report of the Ad Hoc Expert
Group on Research and
Development ar-d Transfer of
Technology

Report of the Ad Hoc Expert
Group on Rural Energy, including
the Utilization of Energy in
.Agriculture

Report of the Ad Hoc Group on
Draught Animal Pm-Ter

ProGress report of the
Secretary-General

Report of the Synthesis Group

Report of' the Synthesis Group:
appendix to chapter V ­
Recommendations made by the
technical panels and the
ad hoc groups of experts: note
by the Secretariat

Synthesis of technical panel
reports

Compendium of existing studies
on new and renewable sources of
energy

Preliminary draft outline of a
programme of action

Agenda as adopted at the
16th meeting of the Committee
on 30 March 1981

Crganization of the work of the
Conference: note by the

, Secretariat

I
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S;}"mbol Item Title-d
A/CONF.lOO/pc/47 8 Provisional agenda for the fourth

session of the Preparatory
Committee

A/CONF.lOO/PC/L.26 and
Add.1-2 9 Draft report

A/CONF.IOO/PC/INF/2
List of participants

I

I

I
I

1
:" )
c, I

I
!
I

I'
Ii

11
I!
ii
;:j

I1
11

J
J

1
Cl

1
1
~1

I

J,

1
!

l
I
~

;!
'\

~I,~

-39-



h

----,.~-_.

,

I

PART TWO

Meetin«s of the fourth session. held durin« the
periods from 8 to 26 June and 3 to 7 August 1981

------------------
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t • INTRODUCTION

II. ORGA)lI ZATIONAr~ MA~RS

Bulqaria
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian f;oviet Socialist ReoublicCanada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo

Al.qeria
ArQentina
Australia
Austria
"ahamas
"anQla~esh

"elQium
Renin
"hutan
Bolivi.a
"razH

11 For the reJ)Ort on the first and second sessions, see Official Records ofthf! r.eneral. Assemblv, '!'hi rtv-fifth Session, Supolement No. 43 (A/35/43) ;,

r
A. Openiri~ and ~urat{on of the session

B. Membership and atten~ance

4. The Secretarv-General of the United Nations Conference on New and RenewableSources of ~nerqv, Mr. ~nrique Iqlesias, also arh~resseC' the Committee.

~. In aeeor~anee with General Assemblv resolution 34/190 of 18 December 1979, thePre~aratorv r.ommittee is o~n to the oarticioation of all States as full members.~eDresentatives of. the foltowinQ States attende~ the fourth session:

1. ~he ~reoaratorv Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenfl!wab1e Sources ef ~nerq~ held its first session at Unitf!d Nations Headquartersfro'" 4 to A "ehruarv 1980, its second session at Geneva from 21 July to1 Auqust t'Anll an~ its third session at Hea~quarters from ~O March to16 Aoril 19A1 (see l*rt _one). _

3. ~he session was ooene~ hv the Chairman of the Committee, ~r. ~akoto Taniquchi(,laJ)an) •

2. ~he fourtJ't session of the l'reJ)aratorv Committee for the united t-tationsConference on ~ew and Renewable Sources of Enerqv was held at United NationsHeadauarters from 8 to 26 June and at Nairobi from 3 to 7 Auqust 1981. TheCommittee held eight meetinp:s (32nd to 39th) and a number of informal meetinp:s.



1
C~sta Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
C••choalcwakia
De1M)CraUc Yellen
nen1Mrk
~cuador

1I:qvy)t
11:1 Salvador
Pin18n"
Prance
ne~an Democratic Republic.
ner..nv, Pederal R~cub]ic of
(';hana
Greece
nuatema1.a
Guinea
r.uyana
"~it·.

"oly See
"unq~rv

tcelan"
In,.ia
tn~onesia

traq
trelan"
Isr~el

Italv
Ivory r.oast
.TamAica
.TAY;·:'~

.lortian
Kenya
Ifuwait
Lao P~~l~'~ Democratic Republic
t.e80th"
'.theda
Li~an Arab Jamahiriva
"altA
"a1.aysia
Mexico
I4Onqol ia
Meoal
Metherlan"s
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New 70ealand
Niger
Niqeria
Norway
Pana..
Papua New Guinea
Paraquay
Peru
Phil iopines
Poland
Portuqal
Reoublic of Kerea
Romania
Rwan"a
San Marino
senegal
Somalia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Su"an
Surini!ime
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
"090
Trinidad and Tobaqo
'runisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet socialist Republic
Union of soviet Socialist Republics
Unite" Arab Emirates
United Kinqdom of Great Britain and

Northern Irelan"
United RepUblic of Tanzania
Unite" States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
veinen
.Yuqoslavia
70aire
zambia
Zimhabwe
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11
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I
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fi. '!'he followi nq Un i tec1 Na t ions bodies were rel'resented:

F.conomic Commission for Europe
~conamic an~ ~ocial Commission for Asia and the pacific
Rconomic Commission for Latin America
F.conanic C"'ommi.ssion 'for Africa
~conomic r.ommission for Western Asia
World Food Council
United ~ations Conference on Trade and nevelo~rt

United Nations Industrial nevetopment Organization
United Nations F.nvironment Proqramme
tJniteii Nations Centre for. Human Settlements (Habitat)
United Nations Development Programme
World Food Proqrmme
United Nations Institute for Traininq and Research
United Nations University

7. The fotlowinq sDecializ~ aqencies were represente~:

International Labour Organisation
Food anii Agriculture Organization of the ;United Nations
United Nations ~ducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
t'lorld Rank

World Meteorological Organhatian
International Fund for Agricultural Development

A. ~he International Atomic ~nergv Agency was also reoresented.

q. The followinq intergovernmental. organizations were represented:

Agencv for Cultural and Technical Co-operation
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee
F.uropean F.conamic Community
Euro~an Space Agency

Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Sciences
International F.nergy Agency
Organization of American States
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
Or.ganisatian for Economic Co-operation an~ nevelo~nt
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'-. Preoarations at the national level.

,E. Documentation
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D. A~option of the agenda

Mr. Richard ~. O. O~RO (Kenya).

Mr. Pedro SORENSRN MOSQUERA (Venezuela);

C. Officers of the Committee

Mr. Richard J. MARTIN (New Zealand);

Mr. Makoto TAlfIGUCHI (Japan);

Vice~Cbairaen: Mr. Ion r,oRITZA fRomania);11

~he officers. of the Preoaratory Committee for the fourth session were:

Rapporteur:

Chairman:

,~ A~ootion of the ~qenda.

4. Provisional aqen~a and orqanizational arranqements for the Conference.

It I • OP~me; STATEMENTS

3. Preliminary ~raft Drogramme of action.
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~. A~oDtion of the report of the Committee.

~/ At its rp.sumed fourth session, on 3 August 1981. the COJIIIIlittee elected
~r. nan ~icO'Dci (Romania) a8 a Vice-Chairman to fill the vacancy left after the
reslqnation of Mr. Ion C;oritza.

12. ~he Committee adooted the following aqenda fA/CONF.IOO/P~/50):

13. '!'he documentation before the Prcaratorv CODIIIlittee is li.ted in annex 111
below.

11.

]4. At the openinq meetinq of the fou~th session, on 8 June 1981, the Secretary­
General of the Conference reviewed the ~roqress made in the pre~arations for the
r.onference. He state~ that four doc'uments were beinq submitted to the Preparatory
Committee for its consideration:

\0. ~he tnternational Chamber of Co~~rce, a non-qovernmental orqanization, was
also reoresented.

-.--
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(a) Preliminary draft of a proqramme of action (A/COBP.100/PC/51 and Add.l and 2and Ad~.2/Corr.l),

(b) OVerview of current and planned activities of the United Nations in thefill!1.d of. new and renewab1.e sources of enerqy (A/COIfP.100/PC/52 and Add.l and 2);
(cl Rummary of the main recommendations for action emerging from the national"apers (A/CONF.lOO/PC/4Cl),

(~) Synoptic table of the contributions from the reqional groups(A/noNF.lOO/p'C/48).

15. He indicated that the draft programme of action consisted of. an introductionand five chapters and represented the culmination of a complex process ofpreoarations. He was of the view that those documents would not only givepolitical impetus to the entire preparatory process, but would also serve as abasis for future international co-operation.
l~. H& pointed out that the first chapter of the draft programme of action,entitled "The challenqe", reflected the main ohservatio~s made in the course of thegeneral debate of the third session of the Preoaratory Committee regarding both therole of new and renewable sources of energy in the energy transition and theirdirect relationship to the social and econanic development of developingcountries. Chapter 11, entitled "Framework for national action", emphasized thatpolicies for acceleratingtne use of new and renewable sources of energy mustconform with national economic and social objectives and be implemented alongsidepolicies f.or maximizinq the use of all indigenous sources of energy and policiesdirected at energy conservation. Chapter Ill, entitled "Objectives of thePrnqramme of Action", identified the principal objectives to be achieved. "Measuresfor concerted actions" contained the principal recommendations emerging from theprocess of technical preparations, inclu~ing an il1ustrati~e list of the measuresa~ropriate for particular l!!Iources of energy. The final chapter, entitled"t~ple~entation", consisted of three sections. He said that the first sectioni~entified three priority areas, that iR, assistance to strengthen nationalca"abilitv, support for the demonstration and application of available technologiesand assistance for rural energy programmes. The second section proposed measuresconcerning international mechanisms needed for transforming the proqra~le intosPlI!cific action, while the third section would propose measures for themobilization of the necessary financial resources.

17. ~he Secretary-Genera1. of the Conference then gave an account of some of thecomnlementarv acti~,ities that had been carried out since the Committee's thirdsession: (al about 55 national papers had already been received and additionalpaners were expected, (b) several important preparatory meetings had b~en held~in
Darticular, a seminar on non-technical obstacles to the use of new energy squreesin t!eveloDing countries, organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientif~cand ~ul tural Organization (UNESCO) with the assistance of various non-governmentalorqanizations at Rellaqio, ItalYJ a hiqh-level specific seminar organized by the.Govp.rnment of the Union of Soviet ~ocialist Republics at Moscow, a hiqh~levelNorth-South Roun" Table,organizett by the Society for International Oevelopment
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with th-. assistance of the ~overnment of Italy at Castelgandolfo; (c) a number of
h~qh-lev-.l missions, headed bv eminent persons, had visited various countries and
reqions to disseminate information and to promote the objectives of the ConferenceJ
Cd) the ~overnment of Kenya was continuing to carry out the preparatory work for
the hol~inq of the Conference with great dedication and efficiencYJ (el so far 13
countries had announced their decision to participate in the exhibition. In
addition, he said that the Conference secretariat, with the co-operation of the
Department of Public Information, was intensifyinq the final phase of pUblicity for
the ~(')nf.erence.

18. In conclusion, the Secretary-r,eneral acknowledqed the co-operation received
~ fr.am r~vernments in all the preparatory tasks, as well as the financial assistance
~ received from some G(')vern~nts and from the United Nations Develo~ent Programme

(tmD2l. He also eJfPressed his gratitude to the agencies of the United Nations
svstem, to the interqovernmental and non-governmental organizations for their good
win and support an~ to the Chairman and Bureau of the Preparatory Committee for
their constant assistance to the secretariat and dedication to the Conference.

Iq. In his ooeninq statement, at the 32nd meeting, the Chairman of the Preparatory
Committ.ee stated that the finalization, durinq this last session, of the draft
Programme of Action to be adopted hy the Nairobi Conference was the Committee's
most imoortant task. He expressed his aooreciation of the efforts of he
secretariat to oUblicize the ohiectives of the Conference to the international. .
c01ft1!lUnitv. "'he r.'hairman stated that the tJ!l1F.SCO meetinq on the non-technical
constraints of new and renewahle sources of enerqy, held at Bellaqio, was very
successful and that the North-~outh Round Table held at Castelgandolfo had made.
valuab1e recomendations to the Conference. He also expressed his appreciation to
the ~overnment of Kenya for its extensive and efficient preoarations for the
ronference.

20. "'he ~hairman summarized his views on new and renewable sources of energy in
the context of economic and social development, particularlY of developing
cnuntries. Ife bel,ieved that the Nai robi Conference was only the beginning of a
lonq iournev towards the solution of the over-all enerqv problem and the first
efforts of the United Nations to this end. He stressed that the Committee should
hP. modest and realistic about the outcome of the Conference, taking the programme
for action as a quideline for actions needed at the national, sUbregional, regional
and international levels. He said that energy resources for rural development
shnuld be oriority concerns and that co-ooeration at the subreqional or regional
levels wou~.d be critical. He also said that the proqramme of action should focus
on measures to oromnte the transfer of available technology from developed to
develooinq countri.es and hetween developinq countries.

21. "'he rhair.man declared that the preliminary draft of a proqramme of action
suhmi ttetl~'bv the Secretarv-General was a snund basis for the deliberations of the
r.omm~~~ia~~ made the following comments. Chapters I, 11 and III were generally
wel1,:'f1r..if£4!d"; and tr.eatert sources of enerqy in the over-all context of the energy
tranAit{on, hut thev should be amalqamated into one or two more concise chapters.

~.;;~,?,recoqnizetl that chapter IV was tlifficult to rtraft, but he said that it was not
. c_:':;"':'slIbstantial or speci fie enouqh. It neelied to be supplemented with concret;,e

measures hase" on the work of the ~echnical Panels, the art hoc qroups of experts
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an~ the ~vnthp'sj.s ~roup. As for the f.untHnq and institutional issues of chapter V,it was pn~Yl\ature to iuoqe them heforeth~ f:inal stage of the programme of action,particulttrlv in the Hqht of the prevaiHnq antipathy towards the pr.oUferationofnew institlJtions and funds. There was, however, a definite need for an effectiveann e~~icient f.oUO\.,-up mechanism to implement the proqramme of action. Fundingwas also a crucial factor, but before the use of existing or future funds could hecontemplated, a careFul studY of the extent of the f.inancial requirem~nts nee~ed tohe carrier! out. Finally,the Chairman stressed the need to define who in the Uniteo~ations system would he respOnsihle for implementinq the proqramme of action andrequester! the full co-operation of all to complete the Dreparationsassiqneo to thenr.~Darator.v ("t)IIJJlIittee before the aqre~d oeadline.
'-2. In their statements at the 33~n meetinq, on 15 June, represe~tativesofseveral United Nations bod.ie·s and .. specialized aqencies inoicated that thei.rqoverninQ hooies had adoDted resolutions which dealt sDecifical.lv with new andrp.np.wable sourceB of enerqv. "'he ~ommission on Ruman Settlements, in oecision 4/23annnte~ at its fourth session, had endorsed the report entitled "Renewable sou~ees
of ~nerqv" fP./l<lAl/R2) ann han requested the Executive Oirectnr to submit it to ~hlit
~reparatorv ~ommittee with a view to havinq specific recommen~ations included, asannroDriate, in the nraft nroqramme of action. The ~rade and Development Roa~d hadartopt~d reso)ution 230 (XXTJl on'the transfer, apptication an" .(levelopJ'IIent oftechnoloQv issues in a~nitional secto~s and other areas of. critical importance tonevelopinQ cr>llntries which, inter alia, covered energy. ~he r.overning Council ofthe rJn iteti lIJat i.ons ~nvi ronment ~roqramme (UNEPl had "eciffed to appeal to the~reDaratorv rommittee to qive sufficient emphasis an~ attach high priority to theuse of new ann renewahle sour~es of 'enerqy, which would make it ~ssible.to tackl.ethe ma;or problem of fuel-wood.

'3. ~;e representatives of. the Worlo Bank, the International Fund for AgriculturalOeve10pment, the Jnternational Labour Orqan!sation, the unite~ Nations C~ntre forHuman Settlements (Pabitatl, the Unite" lIJations Conference on Trade and'Oevelopment, the nn i ted ?-lat ions Environment' Proqramme and the nnited NationsF.ducational, Scientific and Cultural. Orqanization referre~ in their statements tothe l'renaratorv rommi ttee to .the ex:tensiveconsul titt iOn!! which ha~ taken "ta~e .'hetwp.en their. I"espective orqanhationsand the ·.secretatiat of the conferenee"du~ing
the D!"eDaraHon of the pr.e' iminarynraft ProqraJ'lllllp' of Acticm. 't'hev deser.ihen thevarious elements of their orq.anization' s act ions as they relat"4n to the concer.nI!meraina in the nreliminarv draft ,?,roqramme of a~tion and they referrerl the~repar.atorv rO"lmittEOe to the rlocuments which theirorqanhations had suhmitted inresponse to oecision 7 (JIl of the Committee. Manvof these representatives also'sairl that the i.nteraaenev Jlleetinqs wh.ich hart t~ken ~lace had he'!n 'verv useful.
?4. ~hp. .'\~ministrator of {mop stated that the Proqrarnme had prepar.en asuhstantivestudv 'nn the ~evelopment of new anf.i renewahle sources of enerqy in developinqcOl11"1tries, the main finoinqs'of whi.ch. wereelearlv in line wU:h the prol;)Osals' of :the draft nroqramme of action.' Steps harl been taken for the assessment of theneeds for technical. co-operation an" for the mobiHzation of the necossarv '<I'M it tonal financial resources•. "'i fferent stutHes hao'been conducted' In ihis fiel"hv '~np, which stand readY, in answp.r to, t-he di'r:ective of the t.lair-oM r.onference,to resnon~ to the needs of ~evelonjnq cOQntries in new and renewable squrces of
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". ~ROVTstONAr. A(';mOA AND ORnANI7.ATIONAI. ARRANr,EMRNf~ FOR THE CONFERENCF.:

(Agenda item 4)

2q. At thp. same mP.etina, the Committee decided to SUbmit to the Conference for its
considp.ration the preli.minary draft of a programme of action as contained in
document A/CONF. lOO/P~/T .• 36 and aqreed that t~~ consultations on the nraft
programme ot aCtion should be continUed and that their results should be submitted
to the Conterence for its consideration (see annex I, deeision 5 (IV».

2A. At the ]qth meetinq, the representat;ve of the United states of America state~

that the nnitp." States prOpOsals on chaoter V (R) and (C) had been suhmittp.d
earlier at the fourth Ress ;on of the ~ommi ttee and were fully reflected in document
A/~O~F.100/Pr-/T.• 36.

enerqv. In the framework of the new programming cycle of technical co-operation
for 1982-1q8~, the resident representatives of UNDP had been requested to assist
r,overnments in identifying hiqh-priority projects in the energy field. In
c~nclusion, hesai.d, the programme of action should be specific and concrete, while
flp.xihle enough, and suh;ect to periodic reviews.

'-7. ~hp. ~ommittp.e dp.cided that all statements on this chapter submitted in writing
shoul" hp. reproducp.d and annexp.d to the rp.port (see annex II below).

TV. PR1=:T,TMTNAPY DRAFT OF A PROGRAM"1F. OF A~ION (CHAPTER V (B) AND (C»

(Agenda item 3)

2~. ~haPter V (~) an" (Cl of the preli.minarv draft of a 'programme of action were
considered hy the Committee in the course of its fourth session. Among the
specific matters discussed were the possible future role for the intergovernmental
bo"ies i.n thp. area of new and renewahle sources of enerqy, the role of the
sp.cretariat, the co-ordinaeion of activities within the United Nations system in
the sector of newahd renewable sources of energy, task forces and financing •

. 21;. At the 37th and 18th meetings, preliminary views on this chapter were
expressed hv the followinq delegations: the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
~ortheT.n treland (on behalf of the F.uropean Community and its member States), the
Union of Soviet Socialist Repuhlics (also on behalf of Bulgaria, the Bye10russian
Soviet Socialist Pepublic, ~zechoslovakia, the r,erman Democratic Republic, Hungary,
Poland an~ the Ukrainian Sovip.t Socialist Republic), Australia, Norway, Sweden,
Finland, ('anada, ~apan and Venezuela (on behalf of the r,roup of 77).

)0. In introducinq the item, at the 34th meetinQ,on 25 June 1981, the,
Chairman refp.rred to the draft provisional agenda contained in document
AlrONF.100/Pr./T'.,l3. 'l:'his draft was first approved bv the Committee at its third
sessic)n, a~ which,time it was decided. to COnsider the draft yet aqain at the fourth
session, toqether with appropriate annotations to all agenna i.tems. On the

,nroposalofone delegation, it was aqreed that all documentation relevant to
. 'items 4 an" -; of the draft. agenda should be listed in a single separate paragraph.

"'hp. draft aqenda was accordinglv aopr:oved ac amen~ed' (see annex I, decision 1 (IV».fiel"
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Tn the course of niscussion on aqenna item 4, two nelegations expressed concern
req~rdinq the possible imbalance in the bibliggraphy contained in document
A/~P.lOO/PC/r,.43. ~hey expressed the hope that this apparent imbalance might beremediefl in time for t~le Conference. In connexion with the c'iraft decisionconcerning documentation for the Conference (A/CONP. lOO/PC/r•• 31) , many delegationsexpressed strong objection to any direct or innirect mention of the name of theracist reqime of South Africa in some c'iocuments submitted to the Conference andregretted that a precec'ient was being createc'i in ac'ivertising the achievements ofthe apartheid regime in Uniten Nations doc~ments. The draft decision wassubsequently approved bv the ~ommittee as amenden by the Chairman (see annex I,necision 1 (IV).

31. At the same meeting, the ~ommittee approved the organizational arrangementsfor the ~onference as containen in c'iocument A/CONP.IOO/pC/L.30 and considered andadopted a draft necision proposed by the Chairman (A/CONF.IOO/PC/L.34) regarding aresumed session of the Committee at Nairobi prior to the Conference, pre-Conferenceconsultations ann the distribution of work b~tween the two main committees of theConference. It was thus decided that the Committee would resume its work at
~airobi from 3 to ~ August ]Q81 in order to consic'ier further the draft programme ofaction with a view to submitting an agreed text to the Conference. The Committeealso decided that pre-Conference consultations would be held on 6 and 7 August ~t~airobi in orner to consider ann reach agreement on all p(ocedural andorqanizational matters to be nealt with on the opening day of the Conference. Itfurther authorized its Chairman to consult the chairmen of the regional groups with aview to resolving outstanding questions relating to the General Committee of theCon~erence (see annex T, decision 2 (IV)).

32. Refore the adjournment of the fourth session of the Committee, the Secretary­r.eneral of the Conference anc'i the Chairman of the Committee made statements.

33. The Secretary-General of the Conference stated that the preparatory workaccomplished so far would seem to augur well for a successful outcome of theNairobi Conference. He stressed in particular that much had been achievedconceptually and that technical discussions had indicated wide areas of consensusamong countries. Above all, he sensen a broad unity of purpose. At the same timehe indicaten that, after agreement upon priorities, it would remain forparticipants at the Conference to establish appropriate mechanisms for putting theproqramme of action into effect. This w~u1d be the collective responsibility ofrepresentatives of Governments ann the United Nations bodies concerned, since theConference was but one element in the involvement of the entire internationalcommunity in measures for dealing with global questions affecting all mankind.
34. ~he Chairman of the Committee warned that some matters were still beingapproached from the short-term point of view even though they had long-termimplications. It remained for participants in the Nairobi Conference to synthesizethe totality of views expressed during the various meetings of the PreparatoryCommittee. Accordingly, he expected that delegations would continue considerationof these matters prior to the resumed session. Turning to the commitment of allthose concerned with the preparatory process, he expressed his special appreciationto the repr~sentatives of the host Government for the Conference. Appreciation toall concerned with the preparations for the Conference was also expressed by therepresentative of the Group of 77 in his concluding statement.



a

3~. At the 38th meeting, on 5 Auqust, the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee,
in aeeor~ance with the r.ommitteets decision 2 (IV), orally reported to the
r.omaittee on the outcome of his consultations with the chairmen of the regional
qfOUns eoncerninq the outstanding questions relating to the General Committee of
the United Nations r.onference on ~aw and Renewahle Sources of Energy. In the light0' his report, the Committee aqree~ to amen~ rule 6 of the provisional rules of
procedure of the Conference (A/CONF.I00/2) and made a recommendation to the
Conference coneerninq the distrihution of the offices of the Conference among
reqinnal groups. (For the text of the decision, see annex I, decision 4 (IV».

VI • AOOP'1'ION OF 'MfF.: REPORT OF THE COMMI'M'EE

(Agenda item 5)

36. "'he Preparatory Committee considered the "raft report on its fourth session
fA/CONF.l00~/f•• 32 an~ Add.1-3) at its 3qth meetinq~on 7 August, and adopted it as
orallY revised an~ amended.
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ANNEX I

Decisions adopted by the Committee at its fourth session

1 (IV). Provisional aqenda for the Conference

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New andRenewable Sources of Energy decides to approve the following provisional agenda forthe r.onference and to submit it to the Conference for its consideration:

1. O~ninq of the Conference.

on
it as

2.

3.

Election of the President of the Conference.

Orqanizational and procedural matters:

(a) Adoption of the rules of procedure,

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work;

(c) F.lection of officers other than the President;

(~) r.redentials of representatives to the Conference;

(i) Appointment of members of the Credentials Committee

(ii) Report of tile Credentials Committee.

4. General debate: new and renewable energy sources in the context ofdevelof)ment.

5. Consideration and adoption of the programme of action.

6. Adoption of the report of the Conference.

ANNOl'AT100S

1. Opening of the Conference

The Conference will be opened by the Secretary-General on Monday,10 August 1981..
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2. ~lection of the President of the Conference

Under rule 6 of the provisional rules of procedure (A/OONF.lOO/2), the
r.onference shall elect a President. Rule 40 provides that all elections ahall be
by secret ballot, unleRs the Conference decides otherwise.

3. Orqanizational and procedural matters

tal AdoDtion of the rules of proce~ure

The Conference will have before it the provisional rules of procedure approved
hv the Preoaratorv Committee (A/CONF.lOO/2).

(b\ Adontion tof the aqenda and organization of work

~he Conference will have bef.ore it the provisional aqenda (A/CONF.lOO/l)
aporoved by the Preparatory Committee at its fourth session, as well as the
recommendations of the Committee (A/OONF.lOO/3) and of the pre-Conference
consultations on the organization of the work of the Conference.

(c) Election of officers other than the President

In· accordance with rule 6 of the provisional rules of procedure
(A/OONF.lOO/2), the Conference is expected to elect, in addition to the President,
23 Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur-General, as well &s a chairman for each of the
main committees estahlished in accordance with rule 42.

td) Credentials of representatives to the Conference

ti) Appointment of members of the Credentials Committee

Rule 4 of the Drovisional rules of procedure provides that a Credentials
Committee of nine memhera shall be aopointed at the beginning of the Conference.
Its comoos1tion shall be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the General
Assemblv of the United Na~ions at is thirty-fifth session, ~/

(ii) Reoort of the Credentials Committee

In accordance with rule 4 of the provisional rules of procedure, the
Credentials Committee shall examine the cr"edentials of the representatives and
report to the Conference without delay.

a/ The Credentials Committee of the General Assembly at the thirty-fifth
session consisted of the ~epresentatives of the following countries: Angola,
China, Costa Rica, Haiti, Kenya, Singapore, Spain, Union of Soviet Socialist
RepUblics and United States of America.
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4. Gene~al oehate: new an~ renewahle enerqv sources in the context of development

~he genera' ~ebatp. will be hel~ in plenary meetings from Monday, 10 August.

~. r.onsi~eration and aooption of the programme of action

The r.onference will have betvre i.t the draft programme of action transmittedbv the Preparatory Committee at its fourth session.

Documentation: The following documents are rel~vant both to item 4 an~ toitem ~ of the provisional aqenda:

National papers (A/CONF.lOOINR/l- )
and summaries thereof (A/CONF.100,fflR.l/Summarv-

r.omprehensive reports of organizations of the united Nations system(A/OONF.IOO/6 and Add.l-]6)

Comprehensive reports of the regional commissions
(A/crNF.100/7 and Add.1-5)

r.ompendium of existing studies on new and renewable sources of energy
(A/OO~F.lOO/PC/43 and Add.l)

nraft Programme of Action (A/CONF.I00/4)

Reports of the Technical Panels (A/CONF.IOO/PC.23-28, 30, 32, 34 and 39)

Reports of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts (A/r.ONF.IOO/PC/29, 31, 33 and 36-38)

Synthesis of the reports of the Technical Panel (A/CONF.I00/pC/42)

Under rule 14 of the Provisional rules of procedure, the Conference is toadopt a report, the draft of which will be prepared by the Rapporteu~-Genera1.

s
rtce.
enera1

Eth

6.

Report of the Synthesis Group (A/CONF.I00/41/and Add.l)

Report of the Regional Prepa~atory Meetings (A/CONF.100/8/and Add.1-5)

Overview of the activities of the organizations of the United Nations system
(A/CONF.lOOIPC/~2, Add.1 and 2)

Adoption of the report of the Conference

34th meeting
25 June 1981
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2 (IV). Resumption of the fourth session of the Committee

'l'he l'ret>aratorv Committee for the TJniten Nations Conferem:e on New ann
Renewable ~ources of Rnerqv r'lecides:

(a\ '1'0 resume its fourth session at Nai robi, from 3 to 5 August 1981, in
or~er to consir'ler further the draft proqramme of action with a view to sUhmitting
an aqreer'l text of the draft proqramme to the Conference;

(b\ ~o hold, pur.suant to its decision 7 (tII) of 1~ April lQ8l, the
pre-~onference consultations on 6 and 7 August, at Nairobi, in order to consider
anr'l to reRch aqreement on all procedural and ,organizational matters to be dealt
with on 10 Auqust, the opening day of the Conference;

(c) ~ authorize its Chairman to consult the chairmen of the regional groupR
with a view to resolvinq the outstanc1ing questions relatinq to the General
Committee of the nnited Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy,
havinq due reqard to the principle of equitable geographical representation on that
Committee and to the practice of special United Nations conferences with regard to
the distribution of the maior posts of the Conference, and to report thereon to the
Preparatory Committee at its resumed fourth session;

(dl To recommend to the Conference that item 5 of the provisional agenda for
the rnnference, entitler'l wConsideration and adoption of the programme of action",
should be allocated to the two main committees established under rule 42 of the
provisional rules of procedure of the Conference (A/CONF.100/2) as follows:

(il The First Committee should deal with present issues dealt with in
the introduction, chapters I, 11, III and V (B) and CC), as
~resented in the pre1iminarv draft programme of action
(A/CONF.100/PC/51 and Add.2);

em

(ti) ~tie Second Committee shoulr'l deal with present issues dealt witt in
chapters IV CA) and (B) ann V (A), as presented in the preliminary
draft proq~amme of action CA/CONF.IOO/PC/5l/Add.1 and 2).

34th meeting
25 ,June 1981

3 (IV). Documentation for the Conference

The Preparatory Committee for the United ttations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy takes note with appreciation of the substantive
documentation submitted to it to date as a result of the preparatory process for
the r.onference and decides to transmit the following reports to the Conference:
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(a) National reports, ~/

(b) Reoorts suhmitted by the organs, organizations and bodies of the UnitedNations svstem, irlclutH nq the regional commissions, on their activities in the
fiel~ of new and renewable sources of energy, £/ in response to decision 7 (11),adooted by the ~reparatory Committee on 1 August 198~and the report of theSecretary-General on the overview of activities relevant to the increased use ofnew an~ renewable sources of enerqv within the United Nations system, ~

(c) Reports submitted on technical questions to be considered at theConference:

(i) Reports of the technical panels e/ and the reports on the use ofpeat for enerqy fl an~' on draught animal power, ~/

fit) Reports of the ad hoc qroups of experts, hi
(iii) Reports of the Synthesis Group, 1/
(iv) Synthesis of the technical panel reports. i/

34th meeting
:'.5 June 1981

~I A/CO'~.100/NR/l- •••

cl A/CONF.IOO/fi/Add.1-16, A/CONF.IOO/7!Add.1-5 andA/CONF.IOO/B/Add.1-5.

~/ A/CONF.100IPC/52 and Add.l and 2 and Add.2/Corr.l.

!I A/OONF.100/PC/23 and Corr.l; A/OONF.I00/PC/24 and Corr.l, A/CONP.100/PC/25and Corr.l and 2, A/CONF.100//PC/26-28, A/CONF.IOO/PC/30 and A/cafF.IOO/PC/34.
!/ A/~F.IOO/PC/32.

gl A/CONF.IOO/PC/39.

.h/ A/CONF.IOO/PC/29, A/CONF.IOOIPC/31, A/CONF.IOO/PC/33 andA/OONF.lOO/PC/36-38.

!/ A/CONF~100/PC/41 and Add.l.

11 A/CONP' .1.00 /PC/42 •
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4 (IV). Officers of the Conference

~he Preparatory Committee for the Uniten Nations Conference on N~w and
Renewable Sources of Energy~ having heard an oral report by its Chairman on the
consultations heln with the chairmen of the reqional groups pursuant to its
deci sion 2 (IV) (ch necidesto recommend to the Conference:

(a) That rule ~ of the orovisional rules of procedure which were approved by
thp. Committee at its thirn session (A/CONF.lOO/2) shouln be amended to rean:

"The Conf'erence shall elect the following officers: a President, a
Vice-President in c~arqJ of co-ordination, 22 other Vice-Presidents and a
Rapporteur-General, as well as a chairman for each of the main commi.ttees
established i~ accordance with rule 42. ~/ Each main committee shall elect
three Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur."~

Cb) ~hat the Conference should adopt the rules of procedure, as amended~

(cl ~hat the five principal offices of the Conference should be distributed
among the regional groups as follows: the President from an African State; the
Vice-Presinent in charqe of co-ornination from a Latin American State; the
PaDporteur-General from an Rastern European State; the Chairman of the First
Committee from an Asian State; and the Chairman of the Second Committee from a
Western Ruropean or other State;

(It) ~hat the offices of the other 22 Vice-Presidents should be distributed a,s
follows: six from African States, five from ASlan States, three from Eastern
~uropean States, four from tatin American States and four from Western European or
othe-r ~tates.

34th meeting
25 June 1981

C; (IV) •. Preliminarv drPlft of a programme of action

The Preparatory Committee for the united Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy, having considered the prelimin~ry draft of a pr09ramm~

of action, contained in document A/CONF.lOO/PC/L.36, decides:

~/ Rule 42 of the provisional rules of procedure reads as follow~:

"There snaIl be two main committees; working groups may be established,
if necessary, by the Conference and by the main committees."
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'9,:

tablished,

(a) ~o transmit it to the Confp.rence for its consideration,

(~) ~hat the consultations on the draft programme of action within the
framework of the Committ\~e should be eontinued and that its results should be
submitted to the Conference for its consideration.

34th meeting
25 June 1981
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~tatements hv ~e1.eqations on chapter V (B) an" (C) of the
preliminary "'raft of a pretgramme of actlsm.

rOriginal: English)

A. United Kingdom of ~reat Britain and Northern Ireland (on behalf
of t'ne 'Eurooean Community and its member States)

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel~n~ (on behalf of the
~uro~n Communitv and its member States)

Union of Snviet Socialtr5t Reoublics (also on behalf of Bulgari.a, the
I

~velorussian soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic
Reoublic, Runqary, Poland and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic)

~.
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C'. ~ustralia

n. Norwav

R. Sweden

". "'i nland

G. JaoRn

R. Venezuela (on bP.half of the Grouo of 77)

1. .he ~urooean rommuntty can declare itself in favour of an intergovernmental
COMmittee concerned with new and renewable sourceg of energy. Such a coamittee,
membership of which woul~ be open to all States and organisations, should be an
existinq agency already ooer8tinq in related fields, e.g. the Committee on Natural
Resources, in an approDriate format. The COMmittee's tasks would include:

(a) Evaluating energy potential and requirements with a view to increasing
the contribution made by new and renewable sources of energy to the energy
balance-sheet at the subregional, regional or global level;

l'.

(b) Promoting the "'evelopment Bnd use of new and renewable sources of .n.rqv
world-wide;

(c) Taking appropriate measures to monitor the implementation of the
programme of action.



1

•

?. ~he ~ommunity believes that a unit existinq within the Unite~ Nations~er.r~t~riat shoul~ he used to provide the substantive ann administrative support tothp. interqovernmental committee in carryinq out its task.
~. ~he ~~unitv considers that there should be an effective machinery within theUnite~ Nations ~ecretariat for co-or~ination between all the agencies, institutionsand hO'lip.s ootpntiallv involved in the field of new and rene',ahle sources of energyan~ feP.ls that it is ~or the relevant United Nations authorities and individual~overnments to take the appropriate steps in this respect, making the best use ofextAti M co-ordinat.inq mechanisms.

4. ~he ~ommunity feels that the idea of settinq up ad hoc task forces in areas ofmaior importance which require intersectoral co-ordination and co-operation must beconsinered carefullv. In this context. the risk of a proliferation of institutions~nd of an undesirable duplication of effort should be kept in mind.
~. ~he Community considers that the Nairobi proqramme of action will requirefi nanci.al support from all countries in a position to do so, internationalfi.nAncial institutions, mu'ti.lateral nevelonment institutions, agencies and thenrivate sector. as appropriate. I would point out that the Community and itsmemher States take the world's first place in grant ·aid to energy. Closerco-operation hetween countries, multilateral development institutions and agenciescould he hp.lpful to the most efficient use of the available capit~l base. InDRrticular, efforts should be made to reach a ~~tter co-ornination of the financialmechanisms within the United Nations system. In the framework of bilateral aidprOQrammes, new and renewable sources of energy should be emphasized in accordancewith national priorities in the energy sector as a whole. Multilateral aidinstitutions should also consider qiving similar priority to new and renewablesources of enerqy. These bilateral and multi lateral efforts should result inadditional fun~inq for the sector.

6. ~his would make it unnecessary to create a new financial agency responsiblefor activities connected with new and renewable sources of energy, which would nothe iustified as the implementation of projects in this field covers many aspectsother than new an~ renewable sources of energy proper (agriculture, industry, etc.).
7. Lastlv~ the promotion of new and renewable sources of energy cannot bet,::ompletelv dissociated from the development of other enerqv resources, particularlyin the oil-impertinq developinq countries.
9. tn this liqht, and without exclu~inq other procedures for intervention, theestahlishment of a World Bank energy affiliate could help to mobilize finance andthus meet what we consi~er to be two essential criteria:

(a) A si.gni f.:!.cant increase in the financial resources currently available atthe multilateral level for the developing countries, thus stimulating an increasein private investmP.nt flows;
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(b) Deeper involvement of interested countries in the development of energy
resources of developing countries, taking due account of the importance of their
financial contributions.

R. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (also on behalf of Bulgaria,
the Bvelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Poland and the Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist Republic)

rOriginal: Russian]

1. ~he proposal by the Group of 77 that organizational measures should be taken
within the framework of the United Nations to implement the Programme of Action on
New and Renewable Rources of Energy deserves special attention. Our countries'
position is well known: we should try to solve the pxoblem of the restructuring of
international economic relations not by establishing new organs but rather by using
carefullv and effectivelv existing organs established pursuant to the Charter of
the Unjted Nations.

2. In our view, the proposal bv the Group of 77 to set up an open-ended
intergovernmental committee reporting directly to the General Assembly rather than
through the Economic and Social Council oversteps the limits of the provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations and does not accord with the responsibilities of
the Economic and Social Council as established by General Assembly resolution
32/1Q7. As experience and practice have shown, the establishment of new United
Nations organs tends to create the illusion that decisive progress is being made in
the restructurinq of international economic relations, when in reality any
unwarranted increase in the number of united Nations organs causes efforts to be
dissipated and impedes the implementation of the progressive provisions of the
Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order and the
r.harter of Economic Riqhts and Duties of States, which together constitute a
long-term programme for the restructuring of international economic relations on a
iust and democratic basis.

3. For these reasons, the ~eleqations of t~e above-mentioned socialist countries
believe that existing United Nations intergovernmental consultative, co-ordinating
and administrative organs such as the CoMmittee on Natural Resources of the
Economic and Social Council, and the secretariat unit servicing it - the Natural
Resources and Energy Division of the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development - have every possibility of devising policies and instituting machinery
within the United nations system for supervising the implementation of th~

decisions of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy.

4. We believe that, in considering matters relating to the organization of
appropriate Secretariat services, we must proceed from the premise that such
measures must be implemented not at the cost of an increase in the budget and staff
of the United Nations but rather through the effective use of already existing
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means an~ resources and throuqh the elimination of overlapping and duplication inthe work of the United Nations secretariat.
5. Our deleqations are fully alive to the difficulties faced bY the developingcountries in mobilizinq resources and procuring additional sources of financinq fortheir economic development, including in the field of new enerqy sources. In thisconnexion, onp. definite way to back up the developing countries' own efforts is toorovide them with bilateral and multilateral technical assistance, inter alia,within the framework of United Nations technical assistance programmes. At thesame time we believe that, in considerinq matters relating to the financing ofmeasur.es connected with United Nations activities in the field of new and renewablesources of enerqy, a careful and thorough analysis must be made of existing methodsand sources of financinq in order to ensure that these are used more effectivelyan~ that in seeking additional sources of financing, the principle of voluntaryfinancinq must be strictly observed.

c. Australia

(Original: English)

in
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1. Australia sUpPOrts the desiqnation of an intergovernmental body to oversee· theimnlementation and monitorinq of the programme of action which we hope will beadopted bv this Conf'erenee. More specifically, we are inclined to the COIIImittee on1'la1:ural Resources as that interqovernmental body. In the same manner as themeetinq of that Committee, as an oDen-ended preparatory committee, has overseenoreparations for this Conference, we feel it could effectively discharge thenecessary tasks associated with co-ordinating and overseeing the implementation ofthe ~roqramme of action. Should it be chosen to do so, we should think it wouldneed to meet in an open-ended session and report regularly throuqh the Economic andSocial Council to the General Assembly on the imolementation of the programme ofaction.

2. Australia does not favour the establishment of additional Secretariatpositions to servi~e the designated intergovernmen~albody. Rather, Secretariatsupport shoul~ be provided from existing United Nations resources. This eould, wehp.lieve, be achieved by an appro~riate redeployment of resources. The necessaryexpertise does exist within the United Nations system and it should be drawntogether in a manner reflecting the priority that the international communityattaches to co-ordinated and effective action in the field of new and renewablesources of enerqy.

3. Ultimate responsibility for the over-all co-ordination of implementing andmonltorinq of the proqramme of action should rest with the Secretary-General. Thisis especially so if the Committee on Natural Resources is designated as theoverseeinq body with reporting responsibilities to the United Nations GeneralAssemblv throuqh the Economic and Sooial Council. Both the Director-General forDevelopment and International Economic Co-operation and the Administrative
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Committee on Co-ordination coul" also have imoortant roles to play in ensuring
effective co-ordination. Whether the proposed task forces could contribute
usefully to co-ordinate~ approaches is something on which we are uncertain. At
this staqe we need further clarification of the precise function and purpose of
such qroups. And we would want to be assured that they would operate on a strictly
ad hoc basis.

4. So far as financing arrangements are concerned, Australia supports measures in
the energv field, inter alia, for the development of alternative sources of energy
with particular reference to developing countries. In principle, therefore, we
will qive sympathetic consideration to initiatives to finance oroqrammes in
developinq countries to reduce the dependence o~ oil imports and to promote new and
alternative sources of energy where this would be appropriate and effective.

5. Australia considers that the first priority as regards the mobilization of
resources should be the rationalization of existing international support for the
development of new and renewable sources of energy, in order to remove unnecessary
duplication. At the same time, we acknowledge the possible need for some
additional mobilization of resources, whether domestic or foreign, public or
orivate. In this context, we consider that the private sector can play an
imoortant role. We also believe that regional co-operation and initiatives - of
which Australia has already taken a number - may be important in effectively
stimulating the promotion of new and renewable sources of energy.

6. In this, Australia works from the premise that energy issues are of increasing
imoortance to all countries and that energy-related assistance to the developing
countries will become of increasing importance. Clearly it will be for the
develoning countries themselves to confirm that this perception a~cords with their
own national development programmes and priorities. Should they do so, then claims
for particular additional funds for activities in the field of new and renewable
sources of enerqy,can be determined on the merits of those activities, both
absolutely and relative to other assistance options.

7. In this sense, Australia would be prepared to accept a broad international
consensus on the principle of additionality. At the same time, it is important to
recognize that, in general, the settinq of the levels of any additional
international funding for new and renewable sources of energy should be undertaken
in detail when a programme of specific projects is drawn up during the
implementation of the programme of action and after the over-all situation
reqardinq international energy-related assistance and the proper place of new and
renewable sources of energy within that framework have been discussed. Within
these broad perimeters, ·we are, none the less, satisfied that there is scope
for some initial projects which will be worth while.

8. The mechanism through which funds could be allocated clearly depends on
developments at this Conference. We do not believe, however, that it is either
necessary or desirable to establish any new special fund for financing the
programme of action when suita~le mechanisms already exist within the United
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4. ~he Norweqian Government was in principle against the establishment ofsp.ctnral tarQets or subtarf1ets for official development assi.stance. Increasedconcessiona} assistance to this and other prior.ity areas woulet therefore have to behaseO on new nriori.tv settings by donor an~ recipient Governments and on anover-all increase in official development assistance flows in conformity with thetarqets and time-frames for official development assistance established in the newInternational Development Strategy.

1. ~hp. "1orweqian repr.esentative state" that his ~overnment had a preference forU~ inry th... ("'nmmi ttee on T-latural Rp.sources as the intergovernmental follow-upm...chanism for the ("'onference. Tf need be, the Commi.ttee caul" for this nurpose beopen-ennen. Also, when oealinQ with the question of new and renewable sources ofenerQV, it was important that the ("'ommittee shoul" report to the General AssemblythrouQh the F.conomic ann Social ~ouncil.

~. Furthermore, private investments and capital transfers would have an importantrole to nlav, in particular in the mindle and higher income developing countries.

o. "1orway

,. The interqovernmental follow-up mechanism would be in need of secretariatsuoport. 'T'he seeretariat functions ought to he :based in the United Nations~p.cretariat so aR to avoirl a further splitting up of the Secretariat structure. Inthis context, a strengtheninQ of the personnel resources of the Secretariat mightbe requiren•

~~tionR Rnn in intern~tional institutinns. Proposeo mechanisms such as the World~ank enerc1V affiliate also neserve consi~eration. The latter mechanism, ifestah'ishen, haR, in our view, the notential to provine signifi.cant financialresnurces fnr, inter ali~, the nevelopment nf new ano renewahle sources of enerQV.Al1str.i'!l ia sUDports in orinciole the establ ishment ot: this af'filiate as a funo tonpvp.lop new snurces of oil ~nn to promote the use of alternati.ve sources of energy.

[Original: Rnqlish}

~. In the view of the Government of Norway, there was a need tor increased~tnanci.a' resource~ ~or. the ~eve'opment of new i'lnd renewable sources of energy. Inthe case of most develoDinq countries, external 'financial supDOrt would be of vitalimportance. For the low-income oeve1opinq countries this support would, to a larqeextent, have to he of a concessional nature, i.e. in the form of official·np.vp.1nnment assistance.
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6. "'he 'Planne~ enerqv affiliate of the World Rank could possibly] ead to a
. mobilization of a~~itional financial resources also i.n the field of new anc'l

renewahle sources of energy. The Norwegian Government was in favour of an early
estahlishment of such an affiliate. ~ha ~ecision wou1~, however, have to be taken
within the 'Proper institutional framework, i.e. the governing hodies of the World
Rank.

E. Sweden

rOriginal: Englishl

1. Sweden is of the view that the United Nations svstem must olav an important
role in the follow-up of the Conference. The existing United Nati.ons machinerv
should be used in the first place.

2. There is a need for an intergovernmental body to oversee the implementation of
the programme of action and to suggest further measures to promote the use of new
an" renewahle sources of energy. The ~ssibiJ.ity of using the Committee on Natural
Resources should be considered. For this purpose the Committee should be
open-en~ed an" it should report to the ~eneral Assemblv through the Rconomic and
Rocial Council.

In
~. 'T'he
SUDPort.
Energv.
well.

intergovernmental committee must, of. course, have ac'lequate secretarial
This should mai.nlv come from the nivision of Natural Resources and

,",owever, this would not rule out the use of other United Nations units as

[n

a1
Je

t

4. The co-or~ination of the activities of the United Nations system in the field
of new an~ renewable sources of energy should be entrusted to the nirector-r.eneral
for Oevelopment an~ tnternational Economic Co-operation.

Ii. Sweden is not vet prepared to react to other institutional proposals, 'for
ex~mple, reqar~ing task forces. "'his could on1v be ~one when more is known ahout
the contents of th~ programme of action.

~. "'here is a need for increased financial resources in order to promote the use
of new an~ renewable sources of energy. Within its 1. per cent official development
assistance target, Sweden is prepared to increase its energy assistance. However,
Rweden is sceptical regarding proposals to establish specific tarqets for the
volume of energv assistance or to ~armark multilateral contrihutions for this
purpose. Rilateral assistance should"be increased ann the programme of action
should contain a reference to this.' " "

7. In view of the exi.stence of a number of. multilateral mechanisms, an important
task wou]n he to rationalize these and to examine the resource gaps to be filled.
There is a need to expand lendin~ bv the World Bank and for thi.s reason Sweden is
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in favour of an enerqy affiliate. Potultilateral support on soft terms must also beeXJ)anne<'l.

8. ~he role of the private sector shoulo be reflected in the proqramme of actionin an aporouriate wav.

F. Finlano

rOriginal: Englishl
1. t will not cover all the points unner discussion in order not to repeat thestatement Y made in June in ~ew York on the points made earlier todav by othersJ)eakers, particularlY by Sweden and Norwav. I will only make some supplementaryohservations.

2. I woul~ like to stress that the manner of reporting of the futureinterqovernmental committee is an important question to us. In our view,rePOrtinq to the General AssemhJv shouln be throuqh the Economic and Social
~ouncil.

1. Reqarninq the secretarial arranqements, we do not subscribe to the view thatthe only.wav to qive an issue a sufficiently high profile in the Uniten Nationssystem is to estab'. ish a Secretariat uni.t exclusively concerned with that issue.tn the case of new ann renewable sources of energy, the Secretariat structuresseem to us quite anequate. We nO not exclude the possibility of strengtheningthose structures, but the ~etaileO discussion of those issues should preferably becarried out in the Fifth Committee of the Gener.al Assemblv where they can be putinto the J)roper context. It woul~ be of advantage if that niscussion could bebased on the recommendations of the future interqovernmental committee.

4. Anequate arrangements exist within the United Nations system for theco-ordination of questions relateo to new and renewable sources of energy. TheDirector~eneral for Deve10pment ann International Economic Co-operation and the·Administrative Committee on ~c-ordination have the necessary mandate for thispurJ)ose. We wouln like to emphasize that co-ordination at the regional level aswell as at the country level by the network of United Nations resident'co-ordinators is as important or perhaps more important than co-ordi.nation atHeadquarters level for practical operational activities in respect of new andrenewable sources of enerqv.

~. On task forces, we share the scepticism expressed by, amo~g others, theSPOkesman of the F.uropean Communitv and the Socialist States of Rastern Europe.tf. the task forces are established for purposes of co-ordination, it seems to usthat that is a matter for the Administrative ~ommittee on Co-ordination. If theyare to ~eveloD new proqrammes, the question arises why that could not beundertaken by the secretariats of the United Nations system. In any case. such
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task forces shouln be on an ad hoc hasis. Mentioninq them in the programme of
action woul~ qive them an undeniable permanence.

6. Our ai~ orogramme wi11 qrow in future years, we hope at a re)atively rapirl
rate, anrl enerqy oro;ects will definitely have a prominent place both in our
bilAteral ann multilateral aid. Against that framework we are ready to enqage in
a niscussion with the r.roup of 77 on the concept of anoitionality. We are not in
a position to accept sectoral targets for aid, as we have maoe clear in the context
of the n~qotiations for the International Development StrateK,Y. We 00 not think a
new funn is necessary because we unoerstand that the implementation of the
proqramme of action will take place in a decentralized manner. This
necentrali?:ation, however, 'Tlcreases the nee" for better co-oroination among
various sources of finance ani! l.eads us to consider the pos~ibility of one or
several consultative qrollOs to he establishen.

7. Fina1.J.v, I wouln 1 ike to ennorse what has been stated by several previous
speakerl'l ahout the estah1.ishment of an energy faci litv in the \'1or10 'Rank.
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1. ~his is the most important chapter of the 'Programme of action. Last year in
the ~eneral Assemblv of the unite~ Nations, when we adopted the International
nevelopment" ~trateqy for the Thirn TJnite"i Nations Develo):'ment Decade, we agreed
that "the international community wi 11 devote serious attention to the effective
implementation of the result!'! of the Uniten Nations Conference on New and
Renewahl.e Sources of F.nergyn. ~/ This means that it will not be sufficient merp-ly
to alioDt the proqramme of action. Tnstitutional mechanisms and financial
reSources shouln be found in orner to imolement effectively the to1orld-t"ide
agr~ement on international co-operation in the fieln of new and renewable sources
of enerqy that will be contained in the proqramme of action. Ne believe that, in
view of the central imo9rtance of energy to the North-South problem, it will be of
crucial importance whether or not appropriate mechanisms and financial resources
can he founn to make oossible co-ooeration in the fieln of energy.

? ~aSen on these oerceotions, and bearing in mind the need for the effective
use of the existing human ann financial . resources of international institutions,
we intenn to PToceen to the ~onf.erence with the following orientations.

l. F~rstlv, I\S reqarns insti.tutional machinery, we think that an intergovernmental
forum which will be agreed upon should be commensurate with the exceptional
importance of the Nairobi programme of action. It should act as a visible and

~/ r.enera1 ~ssemblv resolution 35/56, annex, oara. 35.
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6. Fourthly, with resoect to the identification ana ~xecution of individualpro;ects, it would be useful to establish ad hec task forces consisting ofinterested countries, agencies and research institutions. These task forces wouldco-operate in implementing the policy quidelines that the above-mentionedintp.rqovernmental forum wouln set forth, but would have to enjoy autonomous statusin relation to the interqovernmental forum in order to preserve the integrity oftheir activities. However, it is too early to advance this idea at this stagebecause of the undefined nature of the task forces. Future consideration of thisissu@ of co-operation should focus on how to devise a practical mechanism toovercome the constraints on financial resources and research capacity on the partof neveloping countries and should take as references various co-operativemechanisms estahlished amonq industrializen countries.
7. "'he last l30int hut not the least concerns financing. My delegation woulolike to emphasize that the internationalocommunitv should be aware of the strainedsituation of enerqy-imoorting developinq countries. We strongly urge that notonly developed countrif!s but also oil-producing countries shouln make an effort toincrease their financial support for these countries. Moreover, we stronglyrecommenn to the soc;alist countries that they make contributions comparable withthose of developed market-economv countries.

-67-

t;. 'T'hirtHv, operational activities in the field of new and renewable sources ofenergv should be more effectively co-ordinated and expanded. To this end, we needto consider the formation of a consultative mechanism among donor countries andagenc;es, which was suggested bv other deleqations at the last session. Thismechanism should encouraqe the pooling of information and an exchange of views ondevelopment activities which would help to eliminate the duplication ofdevelopment pro;ects and would work to identify sound and viable projects. I feelthat it would be profitable to promote consultation of the kind ;ust describedbetween donor countries and agencies on the one hand, if they share a purpose andc~~itment, and organizations of the Uniten Nations system on the other.

4. Recond 1.v, as reqards co-ordination among secretariats, we consider that theexisting co-ordinatinq machinery, the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination,should be strenqthened. Accordi.nglv, renewed leadership by the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations and the Director-General for Development and International~conomic Co-operation is urgently required. The question of the identification ofa secretariat unit which will serve the intergovernmental forum should be examinedfrom that angJe.

authoritative bonv which wouln ensure a follow-up mechanism for the implementationand monitorinq of the ~rogramme of action. What is most needed within the United~ations system is not a mere co-ornination and enlargement of work programmesconducted here and there bv myriao various organizations, but a truly global forumwhich has the authority and competence to monitor the activities of theseorganizations on the use and development of new and renewable sources of energy,in accordance with the Nairobi proqramme of action, with the aim of promotinguniversal and common interests.
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8. Much has been said of additionalitv of resources. At this stage, I confine
myself to the following statement. As part of the over-all efforts to ensure the
g~owth of official development assistance, my Government will attempt to expand
the financial Oases of the exi.stinq organizations, for example the World Rank and
the Revolving Fund for Natural Resources F.xploration, which are or will be
undertaking energy-related activities, and to increase bilateral assistance in the
field of energy, emphasizing the ~evelopment ann use of new and renewable sources
~f enerqv ~s one of the priority areas in Japa~'s i.",ternation~l co-operation and
development assistance.

H. Venezuela

.(on behalf of the (';roup of 77)

rOriqinal: Enqlishl

1. The ~roup of 77 has listened with great interest to the statements made todav
i.n this session of the Preparatory Committee hy previous speakers and would like
to express its aopreciation for the many constructive suggestions and views that
have heen expressed hv many deleQations on the question of the institutional
mechanisms and the mobilization of resources f.or the implementation of the Nairobi
Programme of Action for the Development and Utilizati0n of New and Renewable
Sources ,of Energy.

2. nn its part, the Group of 77 would like to reiterate its views contained in
the relevant chapter.s of document A/~Ol'iF/lOO/P~/L.36 on the f.5ubjects of
institutional mechanisms and fi.nancing management for the development and use of
new and renewahle sources of energy.
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