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World 3,421,110 4,535,925 6,285,881 3,408,251 3,475,608 2,864,103 50.1 56.6 68.7 1.92 0.45    

More developed regionsa 923,677 1,013,700 1,099,730 309,605 263,412 175,512 74.9 79.4 86.2 0.68 -0.66    

Less developed regionsb 2,497,433 3,522,225 5,186,151 3,098,646 3,212,196 2,688,591 44.6 52.3 65.9 2.40 0.57    

Least developed countriesc 239,765 438,242 914,370 596,226 727,859 758,747 28.7 37.6 54.7 3.97 1.65    

Other less developed countriesd 2,257,668 3,083,982 4,271,781 2,502,419 2,484,337 1,929,844 47.4 55.4 68.9 2.23 0.31    

Less developed regions excluding China 1,869,393 2,662,223 4,139,239 2,373,375 2,610,486 2,309,241 44.1 50.5 64.2 2.33 1.05    

Sub-Saharan Africae 309,798 537,128 1,054,427 533,002 656,624 698,845 36.8 45.0 60.1 3.71 1.71    

Africa 399,435 660,589 1,230,915 610,458 739,595 767,551 39.6 47.2 61.6 3.36 1.62    

Eastern Africa 74,212 141,973 337,493 244,546 326,793 373,936 23.3 30.3 47.4 3.82 2.23    

Burundi 887 1,912 4,951 7,416 9,249 9,895 10.7 17.1 33.3 5.75 2.55 Bujumbura 455 51.3

Comoros 190 302 622 486 605 605 28.1 33.3 50.7 2.51 2.21 Moroni 49 25.6

Djibouti 658 875 1,249 206 236 220 76.2 78.8 85.0 1.82 1.57 Djibouti 567 86.1

Eritrea 1,070 2,282 5,405 4,003 5,122 5,382 21.1 30.8 50.1 5.22 2.56 Asmara 649 60.6

Ethiopia 13,657 25,487 65,149 69,168 94,335 108,662 16.5 21.3 37.5 3.49 2.41 Addis Ababa 2,863 21.0

Kenya 8,699 17,070 41,112 31,103 40,503 44,297 21.9 29.6 48.1 3.98 2.27 Nairobi 3,375 38.8

Madagascar 5,852 10,836 23,940 13,773 17,759 18,753 29.8 37.9 56.1 3.84 2.21 Antananarivo 1,816 31.0

Malawi 2,940 6,689 17,729 12,324 16,505 18,846 19.3 28.8 48.5 5.41 2.18 Lilongwe 821 27.9

Mauritius1 539 634 863 749 766 563 41.9 45.3 60.5 0.53 0.81 Port Louis 149 27.7

Mayotte2 97 148 258 97 129 128 50.1 53.3 66.8 2.58 2.70 Labattoir 16 16.8

Mozambique 8,618 15,612 29,750 14,276 15,578 14,399 37.6 50.1 67.4 4.49 1.09 Maputo 1,589 18.4

Réunion 775 934 1,067 52 39 29 93.7 96.0 97.3 1.65 -3.48 Saint-Denis 141 18.2

Rwanda 1,856 3,694 9,480 8,142 10,982 12,602 18.6 25.2 42.9 4.12 2.35 Kigali 909 49.0

Seychelles 46 58 74 38 33 23 54.8 63.9 76.2 1.38 -0.60 Victoria 26 56.3

Somalia 3,376 6,451 14,972 5,757 7,472 8,550 37.0 46.3 63.7 3.52 1.56 Muqdisho (Mogadishu) 1,353 40.1

Uganda 4,291 9,604 30,596 28,419 43,802 60,676 13.1 18.0 33.5 4.43 3.10 Kampala 1,535 35.8

United Republic of Tanzania 11,337 23,625 59,109 32,402 43,769 50,341 25.9 35.1 54.0 4.60 2.29 Dar es Salaam 3,207 28.3

Zambia 4,594 7,837 16,898 8,341 11,052 12,058 35.5 41.5 58.4 2.83 2.22 Lusaka 1,413 30.7

Zimbabwe 4,728 7,921 14,270 7,795 8,858 7,907 37.8 47.2 64.3 1.55 -0.49 Harare 1,606 34.0

Middle Africa 53,378 96,522 185,977 72,287 86,369 86,992 42.5 52.8 68.1 4.13 1.52    

Angola 10,661 18,942 34,042 7,836 8,498 8,226 57.6 69.0 80.5 4.29 0.59 Luanda 4,511 42.3

Cameroon 11,245 18,112 29,343 8,277 8,366 7,393 57.6 68.4 79.9 3.73 0.37 Douala 2,053 18.3

Central African Republic 1,712 2,596 4,683 2,710 3,151 2,920 38.7 45.2 61.6 2.33 1.60 Bangui 702 41.0

Chad 3,038 6,342 15,761 8,168 10,564 12,015 27.1 37.5 56.7 4.56 2.13 N’Djaména 808 26.6

Congo 2,273 3,494 5,422 1,410 1,600 1,442 61.7 68.6 79.0 2.54 0.91 Brazzaville 1,292 56.9

Democratic Republic of the Congo 22,819 44,715 93,271 43,201 53,408 54,240 34.6 45.6 63.2 4.61 1.82 Kinshasa 8,401 36.8

Equatorial Guinea 267 448 901 409 523 544 39.5 46.1 62.4 2.99 2.35 Malabo 128 47.8

Gabon 1,262 1,719 2,311 212 197 160 85.6 89.7 93.5 2.41 -1.36 Libreville 619 49.0

Sao Tome and Principe 100 155 243 63 61 53 61.4 71.7 82.1 2.99 -0.48 São Tomé 60 59.9

Northern Africa 106,281 152,385 227,852 103,084 110,736 93,225 50.8 57.9 71.0 2.45 0.97    

Algeria 22,992 31,779 41,425 11,903 11,104 8,185 65.9 74.1 83.5 2.48 -0.31 El Djazaïr (Algiers) 2,740 11.9

Egypt 35,925 50,506 81,998 47,074 54,464 47,535 43.3 48.1 63.3 1.99 1.68 Al-Qahirah (Cairo) 10,902 30.3

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 4,988 6,647 8,565 1,432 1,497 1,254 77.7 81.6 87.2 2.23 1.22 Tarabulus (Tripoli) 1,095 22.0

Morocco 18,441 25,235 33,234 13,552 12,630 9,348 57.6 66.6 78.0 2.27 -0.20 Dar-el-Beida (Casablanca) 3,245 17.6

Sudan 16,645 28,924 51,365 25,628 27,764 24,519 39.4 51.0 67.7 4.08 1.03 Al-Khartum (Khartoum) 5,021 30.2

Tunisia 6,871 8,636 10,427 3,400 3,161 2,284 66.9 73.2 82.0 1.56 -0.17 Tunis 759 11.0

Western Sahara 419 658 839 94 117 99 81.6 84.9 89.4 3.97 2.61 El Aaiún 213 50.9

Southern Africa 33,459 41,307 51,917 24,023 21,368 15,471 58.2 65.9 77.0 1.88 -0.10    

Botswana 1,178 1,642 2,236 772 695 522 60.4 70.3 81.1 2.73 -0.41 Gaborone 196 16.6

Lesotho 540 887 1,447 1,526 1,419 1,045 26.1 38.5 58.1 3.76 -0.09 Maseru 220 40.7

Namibia 812 1,346 2,345 1,360 1,464 1,244 37.4 47.9 65.3 3.52 1.01 Windhoek 342 42.1

South Africa 30,675 37,084 45,199 19,434 16,682 11,603 61.2 69.0 79.6 1.78 -0.24 Johannesburg 3,607 11.8

Swaziland 254 347 691 931 1,108 1,058 21.4 23.8 39.5 0.83 1.47 Mbabane 74 29.1

Western Africa 132,105 228,403 427,675 166,518 194,330 197,926 44.2 54.0 68.4 3.92 1.43    

Benin 3,718 6,936 14,630 5,217 6,831 7,352 41.6 50.4 66.6 4.15 2.47 Cotonou 815 21.9

Burkina Faso 3,914 9,610 23,991 11,843 15,227 16,839 24.8 38.7 58.8 6.92 2.30 Ouagadougou 1,777 45.4

Cape Verde 305 432 568 200 184 135 60.4 70.1 80.8 2.66 -0.39 Praia 125 41.0

Côte d’Ivoire 10,495 18,161 32,373 10,580 11,577 11,000 49.8 61.1 74.6 3.81 0.83 Abidjan 4,009 38.2

Gambia 978 1,688 3,046 727 790 716 57.3 68.1 81.0 4.27 0.81 Banjul 436 44.6

Ghana 12,095 19,861 34,198 11,742 12,372 11,015 50.7 61.6 75.6 3.59 0.62 Accra 2,269 18.8

Guinea 3,509 6,823 15,087 6,559 8,335 8,888 34.9 45.0 62.9 3.64 1.54 Conakry 1,597 45.5

Guinea-Bissau 481 812 1,875 1,130 1,484 1,680 29.9 35.4 52.7 2.51 2.13 Bissau 302 62.7

Liberia 1,876 3,206 6,105 2,079 2,652 2,736 47.4 54.7 69.1 4.90 3.48 Monrovia 882 47.0

Mali 4,564 8,842 18,458 8,447 9,761 9,803 35.1 47.5 65.3 4.65 1.20 Bamako 1,628 35.7

Mauritania 1,355 2,152 3,902 1,936 2,291 2,159 41.2 48.4 64.4 2.91 2.05 Nouakchott 709 52.3

Niger 2,598 5,767 21,431 12,692 21,621 36,785 17.0 21.1 36.8 4.44 3.74 Niamey 1,004 38.7

Nigeria 75,943 126,591 218,018 78,785 83,467 71,065 49.1 60.3 75.4 3.84 0.93 Lagos 10,203 13.4

Saint Helena3 2 2 3 3 3 2 39.7 43.7 59.3 -1.33 -1.37 Half Tree Hollow 1 49.4

Senegal 5,275 8,806 17,003 7,259 9,055 9,098 42.1 49.3 65.1 3.22 2.19 Dakar 2,777 52.6

Sierra Leone 2,167 3,708 7,771 3,529 4,404 4,674 38.0 45.7 62.4 3.50 2.16 Freetown 875 40.4

Togo 2,829 5,005 9,216 3,790 4,277 3,980 42.7 53.9 69.8 4.15 1.27 Lomé 1,593 56.3

Asia 1,718,739 2,383,268 3,382,365 2,402,358 2,389,255 1,849,120 41.7 49.9 64.7 2.28 0.34    

Eastern Asia 768,734 1,006,978 1,189,398 786,643 653,272 410,607 49.4 60.7 74.3 2.18 -0.95    

China4 620,480 851,430 1,037,695 725,271 601,710 379,350 46.1 58.6 73.2 2.62 -0.98 Shanghai 16,344 2.6

China, Hong Kong SAR5 7,022 7,969 8,623 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.54  — Hong Kong 7,022 100.0

China, Macao SAR6 538 603 593 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 2.32 — Macao 538 100.0

Dem. People’s Republic of Korea 14,372 16,018 18,307 9,534 9,110 6,255 60.1 63.7 74.5 0.53 0.18 P’yongyang 2,828 19.7

Japan 84,731 85,877 81,403 42,425 34,917 20,256 66.6 71.1 80.1 0.19 -0.59 Tokyo 36,507 43.1

Mongolia 1,643 2,172 2,740 1,028 962 705 61.5 69.3 79.5 2.00 -0.15 Ulaanbaatar 949 57.7

Republic of Korea 39,948 42,910 40,037 8,385 6,574 4,041 82.7 86.7 90.8 0.78 -1.42 Seoul 9,778 24.5

South-Central Asia7 557,300 829,526 1,396,146 1,197,322 1,307,726 1,097,535 31.8 38.8 56.0 2.43 1.10    

Afghanistan 6,281 13,047 34,749 21,869 31,923 39,189 22.3 29.0 47.0 4.62 3.12 Kabul 3,573 56.9

Bangladesh 44,711 72,844 125,500 117,510 122,169 96,995 27.6 37.4 56.4 3.21 0.77 Dhaka 14,251 31.9

Bhutan 237 400 650 461 465 363 33.9 46.2 64.2 4.01 0.61 Phuntsholing 116 48.8

India 356,057 523,202 875,193 841,946 908,070 738,607 29.7 36.6 54.2 2.31 1.06 Delhi 21,720 6.1

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 52,049 67,983 82,931 22,147 19,151 14,045 70.2 78.0 85.5 2.10 -0.87 Tehran 7,190 13.8

Kazakhstan 9,097 10,977 13,540 6,540 6,049 4,308 58.2 64.5 75.9 1.21 0.06 Almaty 1,360 15.0

Kyrgyzstan 1,897 2,393 3,687 3,586 3,985 3,194 34.6 37.5 53.6 0.91 1.39 Bishkek 854 45.0

Maldives 120 216 333 189 168 122 38.9 56.2 73.1 4.87 -0.60 Male 120 100.0

Nepal 5,297 10,717 23,319 24,034 27,314 25,709 18.1 28.2 47.6 4.98 1.19 Kathmandu 990 18.7

Pakistan 64,349 104,735 199,009 116,459 141,551 136,186 35.6 42.5 59.4 2.97 1.73 Karachi 12,817 19.9

Sri Lanka 2,903 3,788 6,802 17,335 18,245 14,904 14.3 17.2 31.3 0.30 0.98 Colombo 681 23.5

Tajikistan 1,828 2,708 5,155 5,124 6,367 5,956 26.3 29.8 46.4 1.56 1.60 Dushanbe 704 38.5

Turkmenistan 2,506 3,487 4,865 2,604 2,584 1,930 49.0 57.4 71.6 2.24 0.48 Ashgabat 637 25.4

Uzbekistan 9,970 13,030 20,411 17,519 19,685 16,028 36.3 39.8 56.0 0.86 1.23 Tashkent 2,201 22.1

South-Eastern Asia 241,333 338,637 501,217 341,332 342,947 264,749 41.4 49.7 65.4 2.22 0.57    

Brunei Darussalam 301 415 573 99 98 84 75.2 80.9 87.2 2.48 0.21 Bandar Seri Begawan 22 7.4

Cambodia 2,934 4,982 10,430 11,871 13,991 13,365 19.8 26.3 43.8 3.03 1.31 Phnum Pénh (Phnom Penh) 1,519 51.8

Indonesia 101,182 133,419 190,007 128,783 129,868 98,103 44.0 50.7 65.9 1.74 0.74 Jakarta 9,121 9.0

Lao People’s Democratic Republic 2,024 4,050 7,310 4,296 4,223 3,435 32.0 49.0 68.0 5.65 0.14 Vientiane 799 39.5

Malaysia 19,596 27,188 34,846 7,872 6,582 4,819 71.3 80.5 87.9 3.01 -1.33 Kuala Lumpur 1,493 7.6

Myanmar 16,495 25,539 39,841 33,524 32,046 23,532 33.0 44.4 62.9 2.90 -0.09 Yangon 4,259 25.8

Philippines 44,784 64,951 101,371 47,199 52,319 44,785 48.7 55.4 69.4 2.14 1.50 Manila 11,449 25.6

Singapore 4,737 5,362 5,221 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 2.51 — Singapore 4,737 100.0

Thailand 22,761 30,679 43,984 45,003 41,949 29,377 33.6 42.2 60.0 1.66 0.16 Krung Thep (Bangkok) 6,902 30.3

Timor-Leste 314 680 1,767 820 1,189 1,450 27.7 36.4 54.9 4.84 2.77 Dili 166 53.0

Viet Nam 26,204 41,371 65,867 61,864 60,682 45,798 29.8 40.5 59.0 3.26 0.29 Thành Pho Ho Chí Minh (Ho Chi Minh City) 5,976 22.8

Western Asia 151,372 208,127 295,604 77,061 85,310 76,229 66.3 70.9 79.5 2.35 1.18    

Armenia 1,977 2,136 2,319 1,106 1,045 698 64.1 67.1 76.9 0.19 0.11 Yerevan 1,110 56.1

Azerbaijan 4,577 5,684 7,323 4,255 4,444 3,256 51.8 56.1 69.2 1.26 0.94 Baku 1,950 42.6

Bahrain 701 919 1,185 91 102 93 88.6 90.0 92.8 2.12 1.73 Al-Manamah (Manama) 163 23.3

Cyprus 611 751 964 260 262 212 70.1 74.1 82.0 1.27 0.44 Lefkosia (Nicosia) 240 39.3

Georgia 2,244 2,194 2,261 2,016 1,694 1,006 52.7 56.4 69.2 -1.03 -1.25 Tbilisi 1,115 49.7

Iraq 20,377 30,244 49,193 10,370 14,448 14,802 66.3 67.7 76.9 1.95 2.60 Baghdad 5,751 28.2

Israel 6,583 8,131 10,077 587 639 572 91.8 92.7 94.6 1.74 1.28 Tel Aviv-Yafo (Tel Aviv-Jaffa) 3,219 48.9

Jordan 4,956 6,533 8,844 1,361 1,555 1,397 78.5 80.8 86.4 3.07 2.81 Amman 1,088 22.0

Kuwait 2,936 3,933 5,187 49 54 53 98.4 98.6 99.0 2.46 1.34 Al Kuwayt (Kuwait City) 2,230 75.9

Lebanon 3,679 4,231 4,652 544 504 381 87.1 89.3 92.4 0.98 -0.15 Bayrut (Beirut) 1,909 51.9

Occupied Palestinian Territory 3,162 5,108 8,692 1,115 1,445 1,573 73.9 77.9 84.7 3.47 2.36 Gaza (incl. Ash Shati Camp) 509 16.1

Oman 2,071 2,917 4,108 774 865 770 72.8 77.1 84.2 2.41 1.23 Masqat (Muscat) 634 30.6

Qatar 1,350 1,787 2,261 60 61 55 95.8 96.7 97.6 10.74 8.78 Ad-Dawhah (Doha) 427 31.6

Saudi Arabia 21,054 29,131 39,161 4,667 5,045 4,498 81.9 85.2 89.7 2.38 0.93 Ar-Riyadh (Riyadh) 4,725 22.4

Syrian Arab Republic 12,121 17,938 27,696 9,785 10,654 9,215 55.3 62.7 75.0 3.97 2.39 Halab (Aleppo) 2,985 24.6

Turkey 51,763 66,316 81,812 23,053 21,048 15,577 69.2 75.9 84.0 1.93 -0.26 Istanbul 10,378 20.0

United Arab Emirates 3,850 5,370 7,567 749 739 686 83.7 87.9 91.7 3.25 0.69 Dubayy (Dubai) 1,518 39.4

Yemen 7,360 14,803 32,303 16,220 20,706 21,386 31.2 41.7 60.2 4.75 2.04 Sana’a’ 2,229 30.3

Europe 531,186 560,560 582,265 201,019 168,704 108,783 72.5 76.9 84.3 0.40 -0.71    

Eastern Europe 201,172 199,519 193,714 91,307 75,894 46,248 68.8 72.4 80.7 -0.19 -0.77    

Belarus 7,145 7,170 6,353 2,489 1,680 922 74.2 81.0 87.3 0.22 -2.39 Minsk 1,837 25.7

Bulgaria 5,371 5,123 4,497 2,173 1,629 895 71.2 75.9 83.4 -0.27 -1.51 Sofia 1,192 22.2

Czech Republic 7,621 8,082 8,581 2,748 2,491 1,713 73.5 76.4 83.4 0.43 0.40 Praha (Prague) 1,162 15.2

Hungary 6,768 7,105 7,339 3,225 2,542 1,595 67.7 73.7 82.1 0.33 -1.31 Budapest 1,705 25.2

Poland 23,234 23,287 23,567 14,840 13,677 8,447 61.0 63.0 73.6 -0.25 0.17 Warszawa (Warsaw) 1,710 7.4

Republic of Moldova 1,665 1,898 1,979 1,939 1,393 755 46.2 57.7 72.4 0.68 -2.38 Chisinau 650 39.0

Romania 12,106 13,106 13,368 9,169 6,855 3,911 56.9 65.7 77.4 0.60 -1.71 Bucuresti (Bucharest) 1,933 16.0

Russian Federation 102,976 100,058 95,978 37,898 32,287 20,119 73.1 75.6 82.7 -0.33 -0.57 Moskva (Moscow) 10,523 10.2

Slovakia 2,976 3,092 3,408 2,430 2,321 1,509 55.1 57.1 69.3 -0.13 0.38 Bratislava 428 14.4

Ukraine 31,311 30,598 28,645 14,397 11,018 6,382 68.5 73.5 81.8 -0.36 -1.28 Kyiv (Kiev) 2,779 8.9
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Northern Europe 77,678 86,568 98,416 20,739 18,882 14,108 78.9 82.1 87.5 0.68 -0.16    

Channel Islands8 47 55 76 103 96 67 31.2 36.4 53.1 0.65 -0.01 St. Helier 30 63.4

Denmark 4,742 4,996 5,133 729 595 418 86.7 89.4 92.5 0.47 -1.25 København (Copenhagen) 1,174 24.8

Estonia 931 949 987 409 372 247 69.5 71.9 80.0 -0.08 -0.17 Tallinn 399 42.9

Faeroe Islands 20 24 35 30 31 24 40.3 44.1 59.4 0.90 0.45 Tórshavn 20 100.0

Finland9 4,517 4,891 5,005 808 642 440 84.8 88.4 91.9 0.72 -1.43 Helsinki 1,107 24.5

Iceland 301 363 391 22 20 16 93.3 94.7 96.1 2.26 0.67 Reykjavík 198 65.8

Ireland 2,783 3,628 4,909 1,733 1,742 1,386 61.6 67.6 78.0 2.31 1.08 Dublin 1,084 39.0

Isle of Man 41 42 48 40 38 27 50.7 52.3 64.2 -0.15 0.29 Douglas 26 63.9

Latvia 1,524 1,459 1,448 725 643 407 67.8 69.4 78.1 -0.54 -0.28 Riga 711 46.6

Lithuania 2,199 2,085 2,030 1,087 899 548 66.9 69.9 78.7 -0.86 -1.17 Vilnius 546 24.8

Norway10 3,804 4,505 5,296 1,008 859 650 79.0 84.0 89.1 1.42 -0.86 Oslo 875 23.0

Sweden 7,825 8,578 9,549 1,425 1,337 1,022 84.6 86.5 90.3 0.58 0.03 Stockholm 1,279 16.3

United Kingdom 48,945 54,993 63,509 12,620 11,608 8,856 79.5 82.6 87.8 0.69 -0.05 London 8,615 17.6

Southern Europe 103,326 114,669 125,379 49,749 42,889 28,275 67.5 72.8 81.6 0.90 -0.22    

Albania 1,606 2,184 2,566 1,549 1,212 737 50.9 64.3 77.7 2.47 -1.67 Tiranë (Tirana) 433 26.9

Andorra 76 90 121 10 16 17 88.4 84.6 87.8 1.15 5.86 Andorra la Vella 25 32.9

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1,809 2,109 2,206 1,958 1,499 803 48.0 58.5 73.3 1.10 -1.20 Sarajevo 392 21.7

Croatia 2,537 2,722 2,895 1,879 1,532 930 57.4 64.0 75.7 0.30 -0.75 Zagreb 685 27.0

Gibraltar 31 32 30 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.23 — Gibraltar 31 100.0

Greece 6,827 7,552 8,485 4,334 3,722 2,455 61.2 67.0 77.6 0.56 -0.32 Athínai (Athens) 3,252 47.6

Holy See11 1 1 1 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.05 — Vatican City 1 100.0

Italy 40,820 43,615 46,334 19,050 16,404 10,732 68.2 72.7 81.2 0.71 0.02 Roma (Rome) 3,357 8.2

Malta 386 410 403 23 15 11 94.5 96.4 97.5 0.58 -3.15 Valletta 199 51.6

Montenegro 384 404 459 240 229 159 61.5 63.8 74.3 -0.07 0.19 Podgorica 144 37.5

Portugal 6,435 7,385 8,009 4,272 3,321 2,006 60.1 69.0 80.0 1.39 -1.16 Lisboa (Lisbon) 2,808 43.6

San Marino 29 31 32 2 2 1 94.1 94.6 96.0 0.85 0.60 San Marino 4 14.9

Serbia 5,488 6,058 6,843 4,362 3,661 2,350 55.7 62.3 74.4 0.59 -0.73 Beograd (Belgrade) 1,115 20.3

Slovenia 1,002 1,067 1,283 1,018 983 671 49.6 52.1 65.6 -0.05 0.52 Ljubljana 260 26.0

Spain 34,685 39,714 44,325 10,218 9,551 6,936 77.2 80.6 86.5 1.20 0.43 Madrid 5,762 16.6

TFYR Macedonia12 1,209 1,296 1,389 833 741 468 59.2 63.6 74.8 0.16 -0.04 Skopje 480 39.7

Western Europe 149,010 159,804 164,756 39,225 31,038 20,152 79.2 83.7 89.1 0.70 -1.46    

Austria 5,631 6,188 6,870 2,733 2,412 1,645 67.3 72.0 80.7 0.69 -0.27 Wien (Vienna) 1,693 30.1

Belgium 10,368 10,946 11,306 279 245 186 97.4 97.8 98.4 0.56 -0.55 Bruxelles-Brussel 1,892 18.2

France 52,746 59,852 63,697 9,597 5,916 3,970 84.6 91.0 94.1 1.41 -3.95 Paris 10,410 19.7

Germany 60,580 60,939 59,089 21,587 18,319 11,415 73.7 76.9 83.8 0.05 -0.46 Berlin 3,438 5.7

Liechtenstein 5 7 13 31 34 32 14.3 16.2 29.5 0.38 0.91 Vaduz 5 100.0

Luxembourg 413 513 673 73 68 60 84.9 88.3 91.8 1.46 -0.47 Luxembourg-Ville 90 21.7

Monaco 33 35 38 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.28 — Monaco 33 100.0

Netherlands 13,669 15,201 15,976 2,923 2,147 1,424 82.4 87.6 91.8 1.06 -2.48 Amsterdam 1,044 7.6

Switzerland 5,565 6,123 7,094 2,003 1,897 1,419 73.5 76.3 83.3 0.50 0.16 Zürich (Zurich) 1,143 20.5

Latin America and the Caribbean 461,747 560,911 647,683 120,670 108,622 81,501 79.3 83.8 88.8 1.60 -0.65    

Caribbean 27,841 34,436 40,858 14,131 12,389 8,633 66.3 73.5 82.6 1.63 -0.65    

Anguilla 15 18 20 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 2.47 — The Valley 2 10.8

Antigua and Barbuda 27 36 58 61 66 54 30.3 35.2 51.9 0.91 1.28 St. John’s 27 100.0

Aruba 50 56 68 57 56 38 46.8 50.4 63.9 1.33 1.12 Oranjestad 33 66.4

Bahamas 287 350 414 55 52 41 83.9 87.0 90.9 1.45 -0.04 Nassau 248 86.4

Barbados 112 143 167 144 119 70 43.8 54.5 70.4 1.72 -0.84 Bridgetown 112 100.0

British Virgin Islands 9 13 18 14 14 10 40.7 48.3 64.3 1.66 0.74 Road Town 9 100.0

Cayman Islands 56 63 66 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 1.48 — George Town 32 56.5

Cuba 8,435 8,518 8,068 2,769 2,631 1,657 75.3 76.4 83.0 -0.08 0.32 La Habana (Havana) 2,140 25.4

Dominica 45 49 53 22 20 13 67.1 71.2 80.0 -0.19 -0.46 Roseau 14 31.9

Dominican Republic 6,914 9,210 11,436 3,176 2,763 2,005 68.5 76.9 85.1 2.44 -0.74 Santo Domingo 2,138 30.9

Grenada 40 52 63 64 57 34 38.9 47.7 64.5 1.36 -0.27 St.George’s 40 100.0

Guadeloupe 458 482 471 7 7 5 98.4 98.5 98.9 0.51 0.41 Les Abymes 59 12.9

Haiti 5,074 8,550 12,644 4,959 3,926 2,841 50.6 68.5 81.7 4.92 -1.50 Port-au-Prince 2,643 52.1

Jamaica 1,413 1,588 1,836 1,306 1,277 846 52.0 55.4 68.4 0.45 0.47 Kingston 580 41.0

Martinique 361 373 362 44 44 31 89.1 89.4 92.2 0.33 0.94 Fort-de-France 89 24.6

Montserrat 1 1 2 5 5 5 14.1 19.0 34.8 2.24 0.98 Brades Estate 1 98.7

Netherlands Antilles 184 200 186 14 10 6 93.0 95.2 96.6 1.75 -1.93 Willemstad 123 67.0

Puerto Rico 3,927 4,156 4,091 55 20 12 98.6 99.5 99.7 0.66 -12.80 San Juan 2,730 69.5

Saint Kitts and Nevis 17 23 38 35 38 31 32.3 38.3 55.3 1.41 1.21 Basseterre 13 76.9

Saint Lucia 48 65 109 124 132 108 27.8 33.0 50.4 1.30 0.93 Castries 15 32.1

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 53 64 85 56 47 33 48.9 57.6 71.9 1.02 -0.75 Kingstown 28 52.8

Trinidad and Tobago 181 288 489 1,158 1,100 789 13.5 20.8 38.3 2.91 0.00 Port of Spain 57 31.7

Turks and Caicos Islands 30 37 40 2 1 1 92.7 97.1 98.2 2.34 -7.00 Grand Turk 6 20.4

United States Virgin Islands 104 99 73 5 3 2 95.1 96.7 97.7 0.15 -4.14 Charlotte Amalie 54 51.4

Central America 108,507 135,706 164,514 42,841 41,575 32,330 71.7 76.5 83.6 1.63 0.09    

Belize 159 240 368 148 163 138 51.8 59.5 72.7 2.86 1.22 Belize City 67 42.0

Costa Rica 2,926 3,959 5,199 1,653 1,562 1,175 63.9 71.7 81.6 2.23 -0.04 San José 1,416 48.4

El Salvador 3,931 4,932 6,392 2,232 1,963 1,490 63.8 71.5 81.1 1.29 -0.99 San Salvador 1,534 39.0

Guatemala 6,871 11,478 19,738 7,156 8,449 7,743 49.0 57.6 71.8 3.41 1.59 Ciudad de Guatemala (Guatemala City) 1,075 15.6

Honduras 3,808 5,961 9,173 3,658 3,883 3,230 51.0 60.6 74.0 3.17 0.81 Tegucigalpa 1,000 26.3

Mexico 84,980 101,168 113,012 24,630 22,198 15,952 77.5 82.0 87.6 1.38 -0.34 Ciudad de México (Mexico City) 19,319 22.7

Nicaragua 3,274 4,467 6,116 2,468 2,591 2,027 57.0 63.3 75.1 1.79 0.66 Managua 934 28.5

Panama 2,558 3,501 4,517 895 766 575 74.1 82.1 88.7 2.74 -1.30 Ciudad de Panamá (Panama City) 1,346 52.6

South America 325,399 390,769 442,312 63,698 54,658 40,537 83.6 87.7 91.6 1.59 -1.14    

Argentina 37,139 43,251 48,882 3,137 2,632 2,060 92.2 94.3 96.0 1.19 -1.50 Buenos Aires 12,988 35.0

Bolivia 6,518 9,047 12,261 3,345 3,322 2,647 66.1 73.1 82.2 2.48 0.42 La Paz 1,642 25.2

Brazil 166,844 193,263 204,464 26,889 20,539 14,048 86.1 90.4 93.6 1.52 -2.17 São Paulo 19,960 12.0

Chile 15,062 17,662 19,462 1,909 1,604 1,195 88.8 91.7 94.2 1.31 -1.35 Santiago 5,883 39.1

Colombia 34,141 43,667 54,061 11,519 11,252 8,816 74.8 79.5 86.0 1.86 0.30 Bogotá 8,262 24.2

Ecuador 9,035 12,026 15,045 4,590 4,047 2,945 66.3 74.8 83.6 2.08 -0.86 Guayaquil 2,634 29.2

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 2 2 3 1 1 0 73.1 80.1 86.7 1.19 -1.61 Stanley 2 100.0

French Guiana 172 258 398 54 65 64 76.2 80.0 86.1 2.91 2.07 Cayenne 62 36.3

Guyana 217 248 286 545 484 272 28.5 33.9 51.3 0.12 -0.14 Georgetown 132 60.6

Paraguay 3,867 5,584 7,913 2,482 2,442 1,955 60.9 69.6 80.2 2.80 0.29 Asunción 1,977 51.1

Peru 22,327 28,215 34,810 6,838 6,313 4,966 76.6 81.7 87.5 1.66 -0.41 Lima 8,769 39.3

Suriname 358 443 517 161 144 102 68.9 75.5 83.6 1.61 -0.44 Paramaribo 259 72.4

Uruguay 3,105 3,329 3,476 256 218 161 92.4 93.9 95.6 0.40 -1.14 Montevideo 1,633 52.6

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 26,613 33,774 40,734 1,971 1,596 1,307 93.1 95.5 96.9 1.97 -2.24 Caracas 3,051 11.5

Northern America 285,147 340,490 404,248 63,214 57,032 44,215 81.9 85.7 90.1 1.31 -0.56    

Bermuda 65 66 63 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.25 — Hamilton 12 17.8

Canada 27,018 32,065 39,042 6,555 6,594 5,372 80.5 82.9 87.9 1.07 0.49 Toronto 5,377 19.9

Greenland 48 49 46 9 7 4 83.9 87.5 91.3 0.36 -1.62 Nuuk (Godthåb) 15 31.6

Saint Pierre and Miquelon 5 6 6 1 0 0 90.4 92.3 94.5 -0.18 -1.78 Saint-Pierre 5 100.0

United States of America 258,010 308,304 365,093 56,649 50,430 38,839 82.0 85.9 90.4 1.33 -0.68 New York-Newark 19,300 7.5

Oceania 24,856 30,107 38,404 10,531 12,400 12,933 70.2 70.8 74.8 1.28 1.39    

Australia/New Zealand 22,613 26,773 31,814 2,947 2,760 2,258 88.5 90.7 93.4 1.22 -0.30    

Australia13 18,937 22,548 26,954 2,356 2,154 1,770 88.9 91.3 93.8 1.27 -0.55 Sydney 4,395 23.2

New Zealand 3,676 4,225 4,861 590 606 488 86.2 87.5 90.9 0.95 0.70 Auckland 1,360 37.0

Melanesia 1,577 2,494 5,450 7,017 9,044 10,181 18.4 21.6 34.9 2.13 2.19    

Fiji 437 534 657 412 372 253 51.5 59.0 72.2 1.40 -0.19 Greater Suva 174 39.8

New Caledonia 144 183 260 106 121 101 57.4 60.3 71.9 1.33 1.84 Nouméa 144 100.0

Papua New Guinea 841 1,473 3,829 5,891 7,792 9,042 12.5 15.9 29.8 2.27 2.39 Port Moresby 314 37.3

Solomon Islands 95 188 446 428 537 561 18.2 25.9 44.3 4.25 2.07 Honiara 72 75.5

Vanuatu 60 116 258 180 222 224 25.1 34.4 53.5 4.27 1.98 Port Vila 44 72.5

Micronesia 384 488 642 182 193 160 67.8 71.7 80.0 1.62 0.62    

Guam 166 198 231 12 13 11 93.1 93.8 95.5 1.31 1.11 Hagåtña 153 92.4

Kiribati 43 60 97 55 63 55 43.8 48.8 63.9 1.74 1.45 Tarawa 43 100.0

Marshall Islands 44 61 78 18 18 14 71.4 77.1 84.6 2.71 1.04 Majuro 30 66.8

Micronesia (Fed. States of) 25 33 57 86 89 71 22.6 27.3 44.4 0.60 0.22 Palikir 7 27.8

Nauru 10 11 11 — — — 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.28 — Nauru 10 100.0

Northern Mariana Islands 79 103 144 8 8 8 91.2 92.9 94.9 2.07 0.67 Saipan 79 100.0

Palau 17 21 25 4 2 1 82.4 91.1 94.5 1.81 -5.49 Koror 12 73.9

Polynesia 282 351 498 385 404 333 42.3 46.5 59.9 1.09 0.60    

American Samoa 62 82 104 5 4 3 92.7 95.3 96.8 2.11 -2.57 Pago Pago 60 96.0

Cook Islands 15 18 21 5 4 3 74.5 83.4 89.3 2.04 -2.33 Rarotonga 15 100.0

French Polynesia 138 172 239 131 145 115 51.5 54.3 67.4 1.17 1.43 Papeete 133 96.0

Niue 1 0 1 1 1 0 37.1 46.1 63.1 -1.39 -3.41 Alofi 1 100.0

Pitcairn — — — 0 0 0 — — — — — Adamstown 0 —

Samoa 36 41 70 142 147 122 20.4 21.8 36.6 -0.96 0.25 Apia 36 100.0

Tokelau — — — 1 1 1 — — — — -0.12 ..  —

Tonga 24 31 55 80 81 69 23.3 27.6 44.5 0.70 0.39 Nuku’alofa 24 100.0

Tuvalu 5 6 8 5 4 3 49.9 58.5 72.4 1.35 -0.48 Funafuti 5 100.0

Wallis and Futuna Islands — — — 15 17 17 — — — — 0.70 Matu-Utu 1 —

Urban and Rural Areas 2009
United Nations • Department of Economic and Social Affairs • Population Division • www.unpopulation.org

Population (thousands) Population (thousands)

Africa
Asia
Europe

Latin America and the Caribbean
Northern America
Oceania

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Percentage urban by major areas

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Least developed countries

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Other less developed countries
More developed regions

Percentage urban by development regions

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

20
50

Urban population

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

20
50

Rural population

Least 
developed 
countries

Other less 
developed 
countries

More 
developed 
regions

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

20
50

Urban population

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

20
50

Rural population

Oceania

Africa

Asia

Europe

Northern 
America

Latin America 
and the 
Caribbean

Notes: 

An em dash  (—)  indicates that the value is 
zero (magnitude zero).

0 or 0.0 indicates that the magnitude is not 
zero, but less than half of the unit employed.

Two dots (..) are used when not applicable.

A minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a 
decrease.

A full stop (.) is used to indicate decimals.

Data refer to 1 July of the year indicated.

Use of hyphen (-) between years, for example, 
1995-2000, signifies the full period involved, 
from 1 July of the beginning year to 30 June 
of the end year.

Details and percentages in tables do not nec-
essarily add to totals because of rounding.

*  Names of cities or urban agglomerations are 
presented in their original language, accord-
ing to the names used by National Statistical 
Offices or the United Nations Demographic 
Yearbook. If the country uses script with non-

Latin characters, a transliteration is used.

a  More developed regions comprise Europe, 
Northern America, Australia/New Zealand 
and Japan.

b  Less developed regions comprise all 
regions of Africa, Asia (excluding Japan), 
Latin America and the Caribbean plus 
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.

c  The least developed countries are 49 
countries: 33 in Africa, 10 in Asia, 5 in 
Oceania plus one in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

d  Other less developed countries comprise 
countries in the less developed regions 
excluding the least developed countries.

e  Sub-Saharan Africa refers to all of Africa 
except Northern Africa, with the Sudan 
included in sub-Saharan Africa.

1  Including Agalega, Rodrigues, and Saint 
Brandon.

2  Separated from Comoros.

3  Including Ascension and Tristan da Cunha.

4  For statistical purposes, the data for China do 
not include Hong Kong and Macao, Special 
Administrative Regions (SAR) of China.

5  As of 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became 
a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of 
China.

6  As of 20 December 1999, Macao became 
a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of 
China.

7  The regions of Southern Asia and Central 
Asia are combined into South-Central Asia.

8  Refers to Guernsey and Jersey.

9  Including Åland Islands.

10  Including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands.

11 Refers to the Vatican City State.

12  The former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia.

13  Including Christmas Island, Cocos 

(Keeling) Islands, and Norfolk Island.

Percentage urban by development region Percentage urban by major area Percentage distribution of population by development region Percentage distribution of population by major area



KEY FINDINGS

1. By the middle of 2009, the number of people living in urban areas 
(3.42 billion) had surpassed the number living in rural areas (3.41 billion) 
and since then the world has become more urban than rural. However, 
major disparities in the level of urbanization remain among develop-
ment groups. Thus, whereas the proportion urban in the more developed 
regions was already nearly 53 per cent in 1950, it will still take another 
decade for half of the population of the less developed regions to live in 
urban areas (around 2020).

2. The world urban population is expected to increase by 84 per cent 
by 2050, from 3.4 billion in 2009 to 6.3 billion in 2050. By mid-century 
the world urban population will likely be the same size as the world’s total 
population was in 2004. Virtually all of the expected growth in the world 
population will be concentrated in the urban areas of the less developed 
regions, whose population is projected to increase from 2.5 billion in 2009 
to 5.2 billion in 2050. Over the same period, the rural population of the less 
developed regions is expected to decline from 3.4 billion to 2.9 billion. In 
the more developed regions, the urban population is projected to increase 
modestly, from 0.9 billion in 2009 to 1.1 billion in 2050.

3. The world rural population is expected to reach a maximum of 
3.5 billion in 2020 and to decline slowly thereafter, to reach 2.9 billion 
in 2050. These global trends are driven mostly by the dynamics of rural 
population growth in the less developed regions, which house today 
91 per cent of the world rural population. Whereas the rural population of 
the more developed regions has been declining steadily during the second 
half of the twentieth century and will continue to do so for the foresee-
able future, the rural population of the less developed regions more than 
doubled since 1950 and will likely continue to grow until 2022 before a 
long-term decline sets in.

4. The rate of growth of the world urban population is slowing down. 
Between 1950 and 2009, the world urban population grew at an average 
rate of 2.6 per cent per year and increased nearly fivefold over the period, 
passing from 0.7 billion to 3.4 billion. During 2009-2025, the world urban 
population is projected to grow at an average annual rate of 1.8 per cent, 
which, if maintained, would lead to a doubling of the urban population in 
39 years. During 2025-2050, the urban growth rate is expected to decline 
further to 1.3 per cent per year, implying a doubling time of 53 years.

5. The sustained increase of the urban population combined with the 
pronounced deceleration of rural population growth will result in contin-
ued urbanization, that is, in increasing proportions of the population living 
in urban areas. Globally, the level of urbanization is expected to rise from 
50 per cent in 2009 to 69 per cent in 2050. The more developed regions 
are expected to see their level of urbanization increase from 75 per cent to 
86 per cent over the same period. In the less developed regions, the propor-
tion urban will likely increase from 45 per cent in 2009 to 66 per cent in 2050.

6. The world urban population is not distributed evenly among cities of 
different sizes. Over half of the world’s 3.4 billion urban dwellers (51.8 per 
cent) lived in cities or towns with fewer than half a million inhabitants. Such 
small cities account for 53.2 per cent of the urban population in the more 
developed regions and for 51.3 per cent of that in the less developed 
regions. Between 2009 and 2025, small urban centres with fewer than half a 
million inhabitants are expected to account for 45 per cent of the expected 
increase in the world urban population.

7. In 2009, cities with fewer than 100,000 inhabitants accounted for one 
third of the world urban population, amounting to 1.14 billion. Cities with 

populations ranging between 100,000 and 500,000 were home to a further 
629 million people, equivalent to 18 per cent of the world urban popula-
tion. Taken together, cities with fewer than 500,000 inhabitants account for 
51.8 per cent of the urban population.

8. In contrast, the 21 megacities in the world, each with at least 10 mil-
lion inhabitants, accounted for 9.4 per cent of the world urban population. 
The number of megacities is projected to increase to 29 in 2025, at which 
time they are expected to account for 10.3 per cent of the world urban 
population. In relation to the overall population of the world, the share of 
megacities was 4.7 per cent in 2009, implying that just about one in every 
twenty people on Earth live in megacities.

9. Until 1975 there were just three megacities in the world: New York, 
Tokyo and Mexico City. Since then, their number has increased markedly 
and most new megacities have arisen in developing countries. Today, 
Asia has 11 megacities, Latin America has four, and Africa, Europe and 
Northern America have two each. Eleven of those megacities are capitals 
of their countries. By 2025, when the number of megacities is expected 
to reach 29, Asia would have gained another five, Latin America two, and 
Africa one. 

10. Tokyo, the capital of Japan, is today the most populous urban agglom-
eration. Its population, estimated at 36.5 million in 2009, is higher than 
that of 196 countries or areas. If it were a country, it would rank 35th in 
population size, surpassing the populations of Algeria, Canada or Uganda. 
To reach such a large number of inhabitants, Tokyo, the megacity, is actu-
ally an urban agglomeration that comprises not only Tokyo-to but also 
87 surrounding cities and towns, including Yokohama, Kawasaki and Chiba, 
large cities in their own right. Often, megacities arise because of the fusion 
of several cities or urban localities that are functionally linked and form an 
urban agglomeration.

11. Following Tokyo, the next largest urban agglomerations are Delhi in 
India with 22 million inhabitants, São Paulo in Brazil and Bombay in India, 
each with 20 million inhabitants, and Mexico City in Mexico and New 
York-Newark in the United States of America, each with about 19 million 
inhabitants. The smallest megacities are located in Africa and Europe. 
They include the two megacities in Africa, namely, Cairo in Egypt, with 
11 million inhabitants and Lagos in Nigeria, with 10 million, and the two 
megacities in Europe, namely, Paris in France and Moscow in the Russian 
Federation, each with about 10.5 million inhabitants. Istanbul in Turkey is 
also among the group, being the least populous megacity in Asia, with 
10.4 million inhabitants.

12. In 2025, Tokyo is projected to remain the world’s most populous 
urban agglomeration, with 37 million inhabitants, although its population 
will scarcely increase. It will be followed by the two major megacities in 
India: Delhi with 29 million inhabitants and Mumbai with 26 million, both 
expecting important population gains. São Paulo in Brazil, would come 
next, with 22 million inhabitants, a modest increase compared to 2009. 
Dhaka in Bangladesh would follow, with 21 million, implying a 46 per cent 
increase since 2009.

13. Megacities are experiencing very different rates of population 
change. The populations of 9 of the 21 megacities of 2009 are expected 
to grow at rates ranging from a very low 0.02 per cent per year to at 
most 0.51 per cent per year during 2009-2025. The megacities exhibiting 
such relatively slow rates of population growth include all those located 
in developed countries (France, Japan, the Russian Federation and 
the United States) plus the four megacities in Latin America. Very high 
rates of growth are expected in Lagos in Nigeria, Dhaka in Bangladesh 

and Karachi in Pakistan (all having growth rates well above 2 per cent 
per year). In addition, the megacities in India (Delhi, Calcutta and Bombay) 
plus Manila in the Philippines are expected to grow considerably faster 
than those in China, Egypt or Turkey. These trends are consistent with the 
overall differentials in fertility among the national populations concerned. 
Given that the excess of births over deaths is an important contributor to 
population growth in most urban areas, the projected rates of population 
growth in megacities reflect the gradient in natural increase of the coun-
tries they belong to.

14. Although megacities attract considerable attention because of their 
population size and geographical complexity, they represent the extreme 
of the distribution of cities by population size. They are followed by large 
cities with populations ranging from 5 million to just under 10 million, 
which in 2009 numbered 32 and are expected to number 46 in 2025. Three 
quarters of these “megacities in waiting” are located in developing coun-
tries and account for just 6.6 per cent of the urban population.

15. Cities in the next size class, with more than a million inhabitants but 
fewer than 5 million, are numerous (376 in 2009 increasing to 509 in 2025) 
and they account for 22 per cent of the urban population. Smaller cities, 
with populations ranging from 500,000 to one million inhabitants, are even 
more numerous (509 in 2009 rising to 667 in 2025), but they account for 
just 10 per cent of the overall urban population.

16. The distribution of the urban population by city size class varies 
among the major areas. Europe, for instance, is exceptional in that 67 per 
cent of its urban dwellers live in urban centres with fewer than 500,000 
inhabitants and only 8 per cent live in cities with 5 million inhabitants or 
more. Africa has a distribution of the urban population by size of urban 
settlement resembling that of Europe, with 58 per cent of urban dwellers 
living in smaller cities (those with fewer than half a million inhabitants) and 
just 9 per cent living in cities with over 5 million inhabitants. In Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and Northern America, the concentration 
of the urban population in large cities is marked: about one in every five 
urban dwellers in those major areas lives in a large urban agglomeration. 
At the same time, the proportion of urban dwellers living in small cities is 
between 48 per cent and 49 per cent in Asia and in Latin America and 
the Caribbean and is a low 37 per cent in Northern America. Oceania is 
a special case because it lacks cities with more than 5 million inhabitants 
but also has a relatively low percentage of its population living in urban 
centres with fewer than half a million inhabitants (38 per cent).

17. Historically, the process of rapid urbanization started first in today’s 
more developed regions. In 1920, just under 30 per cent of their population 
was urban and by 1950, more than half of their population was living in 
urban areas. In 2009, high levels of urbanization, surpassing 80 per cent, 
characterized Australia, New Zealand and Northern America. Europe, with 
73 per cent of its population living in urban areas, was the least urban-
ized major area in the developed world. By 2050, Australia, New Zealand 
and Northern America are all expected to be over 90 per cent urban while 
Europe’s level of urbanization is projected to be lower, at 84 per cent.

18. Among the less developed regions, Latin America and the Caribbean 
has an exceptionally high level of urbanization (79 per cent), higher than 
that of Europe. Africa and Asia, in contrast, remain mostly rural, with 40 per 
cent and 42 per cent, respectively, of their populations living in urban 
areas. Over the coming decades, the level of urbanization is expected to 
increase in all major areas of the developing world, with Africa and Asia 
urbanizing more rapidly than the rest. Nevertheless, by mid-century, Africa 
and Asia are expected still to have lower levels of urbanization than the 
more developed regions or Latin America and the Caribbean. 

19. Despite its low level of urbanization, in 2009 Asia was home to about 
half of the urban population in the world. Europe had the second highest 
share, at 16 per cent. Over the next four decades, Africa and Asia will 
experience a marked increase in their urban populations. In Africa the 
urban population is likely to treble and in Asia it will almost double. By 
mid-century, most of the urban population of the world will be concen-
trated in Asia (54 per cent) and Africa (20 per cent).

20. With the exception of Africa and Oceania, all major areas are 
expected to have smaller rural populations in 2050 than today. Africa’s 
rural population may start to decline before the mid-century. Today, the 
majority of rural dwellers live in Asia (70 per cent) and Africa (18 per cent) 
and the concentration of the world rural population in these two major 
areas combined is expected to increase so that, by 2050, 65 per cent of 
all rural inhabitants are projected to live in Asia and 27 per cent in Africa.

21. The world urban population is highly concentrated in a few coun-
tries. In 2009, about three quarters of the 3.4 billion urban dwellers on 
Earth lived in 25 countries, whose urban populations ranged from 31 mil-
lion in South Africa to 620 million in China. China, India and the United 
States accounted for 36 per cent of the world urban population. Most of 
the 25 countries with the largest urban populations are highly urbanized, 
but eight have levels of urbanization ranging from 28 per cent to 49 per 
cent and they include some of the most populous countries in the world: 
Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Nigeria and Pakistan. 

22. Most countries have small urban populations. In 2009, two thirds 
of the 230 countries or areas considered had fewer than 5 million urban 
dwellers and they accounted for 6 per cent of the world urban population. 
Among them, 58 per cent had urban populations below one million and 
accounted for 0.5 per cent of all urban dwellers on Earth. By 2050, just half 
of all countries or areas are expected to have fewer than 5 million urban 
dwellers and will account for 2.1 per cent of the world urban population.

23. Similarly, the increases in the world urban population are concen-
trated in a few countries, with China and India together projected to 
account for about a third of the increase in the urban population in the 
coming decades. Between 2009 and 2025, the urban areas of the world 
are expected to gain 1.1 billion people, including 231 million in China and 
167 million in India, which account together for 36 per cent of the total 
increase. Nine additional countries are projected to contribute 26 per cent 
of the urban increment, with increases ranging from 16 million to 51 mil-
lion. The countries involved are: Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo in Africa; Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippines 
in Asia; Brazil and Mexico in Latin America, and the United States of 
America. Among them, those in Africa and Asia will experience high rates 
of urban population growth, usually surpassing 2 per cent or even 3 per 
cent per year

24. A further urban increment of 1.7 billion people is expected globally 
during 2025-2050, with India being the major contributor (352 million) and 
China following (186 million). Together, the two most populous countries 
on Earth are expected to account for 31 per cent of urban growth dur-
ing 2025-2050. In 2050, China will still have the largest urban population 
(1 billion), followed by India (0.9 billion).

25. In a few developed countries, the urban population will decrease. 
Despite the projected increases in the level of urbanization, overall popu-
lation decline in several countries will lead to a reduction in the number 
of urban dwellers. Between 2009 and 2025, the urban population of the 
Russian Federation and that of Ukraine are projected to decline by 3 mil-
lion and 0.7 million, respectively. Between 2025 and 2050, more countries 

will experience reductions in the urban population. Those with the largest 
drops include Japan (a reduction of 4.5 million), the Republic of Korea 
(2.9 million), the Russian Federation (4.1 million) and Ukraine (2 million).

26. The rural population is even more highly concentrated in a few 
countries than the urban population. In 2009, 18 countries accounted for 
75 per cent of the rural population and all but three (Japan, the Russian 
Federation and the United States) are located in Africa or Asia. India has 
the largest rural population (842 million), followed by China (725 million). 
Together, they account for 46 per cent of the world rural population. 
Bangladesh, Indonesia and Pakistan follow, each with over 115 million 
rural inhabitants.

27. In Africa, the largest rural populations are located in Nigeria (79 mil-
lion), Ethiopia (69 million), Egypt (47 million), the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (43 million), the United Republic of Tanzania (32 million) and Kenya 
(31 million). During 2009-2025, the rural populations of most of those 
African countries are projected to increase at rates higher than 1.3 per cent 
per year, except in the cases of Nigeria and Egypt. Among the populous 
countries in Asia, Pakistan is expected to experience the highest growth 
rate of the rural population during 2009-2025 (1.2 per cent per year). In 
contrast, in seven of the 18 countries with large rural populations, the 
rural population is declining, with China, Japan, the Russian Federation, 
Thailand and the United States having the fastest rates of decline. 

28. As in the case of the urban population, most countries have small 
rural populations. In 2009, two thirds of the 230 countries or areas consid-
ered had at most 5 million rural inhabitants and accounted for 4.8 per cent 
of the world rural population. In three quarters of them, the rural popula-
tion is projected to decrease during 2009-2050.

29. Faced with the opportunities and challenges associated with 
urbanization, many Governments have consistently considered their 
population’s spatial distribution as a concern. In 2009, 83 per cent of 
Governments expressed concern about their pattern of population distri-
bution, down from 89 per cent in the 1970s. Among developing countries, 
58 per cent expressed the desire to modify in a major way the spatial 
distribution of their populations, whereas 28 per cent wanted to effect only 
minor changes. Among developed countries, 29 per cent desired a major 
change and 43 per cent a minor change.

30. Dissatisfaction regarding patterns of population distribution was 
highest in Africa (75 per cent of its countries wished to make major 
changes in the spatial distribution of their populations) and Asia (57 per 
cent desired a major change). In Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Oceania and Europe, about 40 per cent of Governments considered that 
major changes in spatial distribution were desirable.

31. Policies aimed at modifying the spatial distribution of a population 
often focus on ways to reduce migrant flows to large cities. In 1976, 44 per 
cent of developing countries reported having implemented such policies 
and by 2009, that proportion had increased to 72 per cent. At the same 
time, among developed countries, the proportion having policies to reduce 
migrant flows to large cities declined from 55 per cent in 1976 to 26 per 
cent in 1996 but increased later to 34 per cent in 2009. In Oceania, 83 per 
cent of countries have such policies, in Africa 77 per cent, in Asia 66 per 
cent and in Latin America and the Caribbean 68 per cent.

32. Historically, urbanization has been driven by the concentration of 
investment and employment opportunities in urban areas. Productive 
activities in industry and services cluster in cities. By one estimate, 80 per 
cent of the world’s gross domestic product (GDP) is generated by urban 
areas. As cities attract businesses and jobs, they bring together both the 
human and the entrepreneurial resources to generate new ideas, innova-
tions and increasingly productive uses of technology. The 2009 Revision 
of World Urbanization Prospects provides a useful basis for the analysis of 
the world’s urban transformation and the dynamics of city growth.

The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat  
of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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