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• Human, r i g h t s p f 1эаг1 igune ntaria^^ 

1. In 1976, the In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n c i l , a plenary body c u r r e n t l y composed 
of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 80 Parliaments^ set up a "Procedure_ f o r the ex a g i n a t i o n and 

of _the_human r i g h t s _ o f ŷlÁ£fflenJg-.IJ-.?V̂ ĝ" • This procedure entered i n t o force on 
1 January 1977 3 i"t --s described i n the Annex. 

2. A Spe с i a l Cpmm i t t_e e o f f i v e members i s the body mainly r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
exa,mination and treatment o f communications r e c e i v e d . I t meets i n camera twice each 
year. 

3. At i t s sessions i n February and June 1979^ the S p e c i a l Committee examined some 
f o r t y i n d i v i d u a l cases. I t reported to the Int e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n c i l on some of 
these cases; others have been kept on the agenda f o r f u r t h e r c o n f i d e n t i a l study5 
some communications were considered i n a d m i s s i b l e . 

At the present time, the S p e c i a l Committee i s composed as follox\rss 
Mr. A. Chandernagor (Prance), Chairman; Mr. C. Ganache Mata (Venezuela); Mr. Derilcoye 
T i t a Avungara ( Z a i r e ) ; Mr. B, Osolnik ( Y u g o s l a v i a ) ; Mr. S.N. Sinha ( I n d i a ) . 
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4. At i t s 124th s e s s i o n , h e l d a t Prague on 21 A p r i l 1979, the In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
C o u j i c i l took note o f the S p e c i a l Committee's report and adopted r e s o l u t i o n s on 
25 parliamentarians from 8 c o u n t r i e s ; A r g e n t i n a , Bahrain, B r a z i l , C h i l e , Indonesia, 
Kenya, Singapore and Uruguay. 

5. The In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n c i l w i l l h o l d i t s next s e s s i o n on 12 and 21 September 
at Caracas. I t v r i l l then have before i t a r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Committee on 
26 parliamentarians i n 8 c o u n t r i e s ; A r g e n t i n a , Bahrain, B r a z i l , C h i l e , Guatemala, 
Indonesia, Singapore and Uruguay. 

6. In the case o f detained p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s , the p o l i c y g e n e r a l l y f o l l o w e d by both 
the S p e c i a l Committee and the In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n c i l c o n s i s t s o f requesting 
that the parliamentarians i n question e i t h e r be brought to t r i a l as soon as p o s s i b l e 
at a t r i a l o f f e r i n g a l l the guarantees set out i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u r i d i c a l 
instruments on Ьштп r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , o r that they be r e l e a s e d immediately. 

7. S p e c i f i c recommendations are addressed to the îlational I n t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Group of the country concerned, as a p p r o p r i a t e , o r to the Government o f the country, 
as w e l l as to a l l the Union's-member îlational Groups. 

l/hen the Procedure саше i n t o force-, the In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n c i l adopted 
a r e s o l u t i o n which s p e c i f i e s various types o f p o s s i b l e a c t i o n by the Union's members 
and which i s of a permanent nature. The r e s o l u t i o n reads as f o l l o w s s 

"The I n t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o i m c i l , 

"ConsiderinA' that the a c t i o n i t undertakes f o r the defence o f the 
human r i g h t s o f parliamentarians w i l l be a l l the more e f f e c t i v e i f i t 
i s ajïiplified and. supported by the N a t i o n a l Groups, 

" C a l l s on the îlational Groups to talce a l l such measures as they 
may deem s u i t a b l e f o r the support o f the d e c i s i o n s o f the I n t e r -
Parliamentary Union i n t h i s matter and to inform the Orgardzaticn's 
S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e s and the r e s u l t s obtained; 

" R e c a l l s that these measures includes 

O r a l or w r i t t e n approaches by the N a t i o n a l Groups, t h e i r P r e s i d e n t s 
or t h e i r members to t h e i r Governments and to the Speakers or 
Bureaux o f t h e i r P arliaments, \ ; i t h a view to a c t i o n by the l a t t e r 
d i r e c t e d toirards the a u t h o r i t i e s of the countries concerned; 

Use o f the mass media f o r the di s s e m i n a t i o n of the re p o r t s o f the 
S p e c i a l Committee and the d e c i s i o n s of the C o u n c i l ; 

D i r e c t m a t e r i a l and l e g a l a i d i n appropriate foiras to the v i c t i m s . " 
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In s e v e r a l cases since the adoption ói the Procedure, the b i l a t e r a l i n t e r v e n t i o n 
01 the Union's members on behalf of a p a r t i c u l a r p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n vihose case had been 
the subject of a r e s o l u t i o n by the Council has proved to be most e f f e c t i v e . 

8 . I n some cases, the Council has provided f o r on s i t e m i ssions. 

In t h i s way, a mi s s i o n o f two members (one member of the S p e c i a l Committee, 
¥ix. S.N. Sinha (India) and the Secretary General) went to Singapore i n Ilay 1979 
to complete on the spot the establisiiment o f the f i l e on I l r . Lee Tee Tong, a former 
pa r l i a m e n t a r i a n o f Singa,pore vho has been detained vàthout t r i a ^ l since 1963» 

Likewise, the In t e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y Council has requested the Uruguayan a u t h o r i t i e s 
f o r a u t h o r i z a t i o n to send an observer to the p u b l i c hearing o f the Supreme I - I i l i t a r y 
T r i b u n a l \rhieh i s to r e v i e i ; the sentence ha,nded do\m, in^_cam_e_ra a f t e r a \ r r i t t e n 
procedure, against f o u r Uruguayan parliamentaria-ns. 

9. The Jth s e s s i o n o f the S p e c i a l Committee w i l l be h e l d at Geneva from 
4 to 7 February I98O. The S p e c i a l Committee v r i l l submit a rep o r t to the I n t e r -
Parliamentary C o u n c i l a t i t s 126th s e s s i o n to be hel d at Oslo on 12 A p r i l I98O. 

The S p e c i a l Committee w i l l a l s o hold a short e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n during 
the Union's Conference i n Caracas next September. 

B. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n L a t i n America, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n A r g e n t i n a , 
C h i l e , Nicai^agua and Uruguay 

At i t s 124th s e s s i o n , h e l d at Prague on 21 A p r i l 1979? the Int e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Council set up a S p e c i a l Committee entrusted w i t h submitting to the C o u n c i l , at 
i t s s e s s i o n i n Caracas on 12 and 21 September, an except i o n a l report on the Ьгдтап 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n L a t i n America, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n A r g e n t i n a , C h i l e , Nicaragua and 
Uruguay. 

This S p e c i a l Committee i s composed o f re p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the folloxíing f i v e 
N a t i o n a l Groups o f the Unions Belgium, Costa fiica, Czechoslovakia, Senegal and Mexico. 
The l a t t e r Group was unable to appoint a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on account of the general 
e l e c t i o n s i n Mexico on 1 J u l y 1979» 

The S p e c i a l Committee met at Geneva from 10 to 13 J u l y under the chairmanship 
of Mr. R. Madrigal N i e t o , of Costa R i c a , and appointed Vix. I.M. VJane, o f Senegal, 
as Rapporteur to the Council's 125th s e s s i o n i n Caraca,s. 

The a u t h o r i t i e s o f the fou r c o u n t r i e s s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned i n the S p e c i a l 
Committee's mandate (Argentina, C h i l e , Nicaragua and Uruguay) were i n v i t e d to 
make knovnin w r i t i n g and o r a l l y t h e i r views on the huiîian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h e i r 
country;only the A r g e n t i n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s provided a memorandum. The S p e c i a l 
Committee a l s o r e c e i v e d w r i t t e n and oraJ i n f o r m a t i o n from s e v e r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s (UN Human Rights Commission; UN High Commission f o r Refugees; 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n ; O r g a n i z a t i o n of American S t a t e s , Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ; I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission o f J u r i s t s ) and from e x i l e d parliamentarians 
from the cou n t r i e s considered (Senator Hipólito So l a i - i Yrigoyen and Deputy A n i b a l 
Augusto I t u r r i e t a , o f Argentina, Senator L u i s Vslente R o s s i o f C h i l e and 
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Senators Wilson P e r r e i r a Aldunate and Enrique E. E r r o , o f Uruguay); t\io other 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n v i t e d to give evidence on the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h e i r 
country ггеге unable to accept the i n v i t a t i o n ; The Archbishop o f îlanagua and Senator 
Renan Puentealba, o f C h i l e . 

The report drax/n up by the S p e c i a l Committee i s i n f i v e p artsÎ one pa r t on the 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n L a t i n iimerica i n general and one part on each o f the 
four countries s p e c i f i c a l l y considered. Each o f these parts i s d i v i d e d i n t o f i n d i n g s 
and recommendations. The Spiecial Committee f i r s t g ives a d e s c r i p t i o n o f the s i t u a t i o n 
and then goes on to recommend to the Co u n c i l to make c e r t a i n requests to the 
Governments of'the coujntries concerned, as w e l l as to the Union's N a t i o n a l Groups 
and the Secretary General, 

The Secretary General •'..dll inform the Ull Comiaicsion on Human Pdghts a t i t s 
36th s e s s i o n i n Pebniary I98O o f the a c t i o n taken by the In t e r - P a r l i a j n e n t a r y C o u n c i l 
on t h i s r e p o r t . 


