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Msgr. Mariinho da Costa Lopss, G5, is the
Jformer papal admirisirassr of acting bishop

of Ease Timor Anr outspoken advocate of
independence for the Sformer Portuguese.
colony that has been cccupied by Indonesian
troops since 1975, he was recalled by the
Vatican last pear under pressure from Indo-
nesia’s conservative Roman Catholic bish-
ops. Now retived and. living in Lisbon, he
spoke: there last weel with NEWSWEEK'S
Ken Pottinger about the continuing guerrilla
war on the tiny island and the prospects fora
peaceful resolution of the conflict. Excerpes:

POTTINGER: Do yowu think that
Waskington bas & role to pley im re=
soloing the BEest Timov probilswes Ia i
possible that the United States coudd.
put effective pressure owm Indoraesiad

DA COSTA LOPES: We have to distin-
guish between the views of the American
people and those of the government. I
believe that the people of the United States.
are sympathetic to thecase of East Timor
but the American government is compro-
mised with Indonesia. As you know, [the
then U.S. secretary of state] Henry Kis-
singer was in Jakarta the day before Indo-
nesia invaded, and made it clear that the
United States wss not opposed to the
move. Washington has since provided
much. of the military equipment used by
Indonesia in its fight against the resistance
i Easg Timor

Still, America could make amends by
persuading Jakarta to end the fighting i
Timor and negotiate the territory’s inde-
pendence. [ anv hopeful that with growing
support in the U.S. Congress and Senate,.
there-will bea change in official American
attitndes.

Q. What do you think of suggestions
that. Egat Timor should becoms am
autoncmons state associated with
Indonesis but preseroing ite Pertus
gucse cnltuvel ticed :

A 1 think the people of East Timor will
firmnly reject such an idea. They are deter-
mined to fight [for independence] to the
end. They want to be indepeadent at all
costs. The proposal is ingenuous when you
consider that 200,000 Timorese have lost
their lives for independence. The people of
East Timor know the Indonesians too well
t6 want anything more to do with them.

Q. Australion Foreign Minister Wil-
linm Haydew ie due in Lishow nest
wesk to discuss Eost Timor with the
Poriugess . 1 Fjiae-as&m-w-
see:you, what would youtell himd

&, I will tell him about my experiences.
thereand urge him to help East Timor gaia
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Da Costa Lopes: ‘Indegendence as al} costs’

independence. Australia. knows very well
how many thousands of Timorese died dur-
ing World War ILin helping the Australians
fight against the Japanese. Now we ook to
Australia to help us in our struggle for
independence.

Q@ What ig your assessmaesnt of cur—
rent Portugusse and United Nations
diplomatic efforte—or lack of thewm—
aimed: at soloing the East Timor

Igmd

A, I think they are more hopeful since

Secretary of State George Shultz met in July
with {Indonesiam Foreign Minister] Kusu-
maatmadja Mochtar. Portugal too isrenew-
ing efforts, but I don’t think anything can be
really achieved without first consulting the
people of East Timor. There are three par-
ties to this problem—Portugal, Indonesia
and the Timorese people. I think the United
Nations should try to persuade Indonesia to
let the U.N. send a delegation into East
Timor. The U.N. should go into the moun-
tains of Timor and talk to the people. They
shouid discuss the situation with Xa Na Na
Gusmao, the leader of the Fretilin guerril-
las, who is the authentic representative of
the Timorese people. I think such a move
would be possible because last year during
the cease-fire between Fretilin and Indone-
sian troops there were talks between the two
sides in Timor.

Q. divs you a supperier of Fretilind

A. T support Fretilin as a symbol of aa-
tional resistance against Indonesia. [ don’t
know if they aré communis¢ or not. But {

helieve that after so many years of illegal
occupation by the Indonesian troops. the

people of East Timor want nothing mere to

do with Indonesia because their experience
has been so bad. :

Q. During your (ime as & priest in
Timaor you deseribed conditions ez
s . Can you give sems examples
of what it was ke whenyou were thored
&, To mention just one case; we should
remember the conditions in the Comarca.
Prison in the capital Dili, where young Ti-

. morese girls whose families were suspected

members of Fretilin were imprisoned and
tortured by the Indonesians. These girls
were beaten, given electrical-shock treat-
ment, burnt with cigarsites and raped by
the Indonesiam soldiers in an effort to ex-
tract information about the guerrillas from
them. Often these girls knew nothing, but
they were savagely treated anyway. [t was
a flagrant case of abuses of human rights.
And [ have subsequently received letters
from East Timorese people and my succes-
sor; Msgr. Carlos Ximenes Belo, whiclkr
indicate that things are just as bad at"the
moment. He has told me of how the war is
continuing despite what Jakarta says. The
Indonesians are trying to hide the truth,
but the fighting has worsened since last
August when they launched a new coun-
teroffensive against Fretilin.

Q. So i your view the situation re-
mains bad in Eest Timor despite Indo-
nesia’s claims to the contrary?

A.If Jakarta is telling the truth why won't
they let im journalists and independent ob-
servers and international aid teams who
want to go there, and let them move about
freely and see the position for themselves? [
have no doubt at all that fighting has not
stopped on the island.

Q. Since your return (o Portugal
have you mads your visws RRswn @sead
described your experiences to the Por-
tuguese goOSTRIREnL?

A..1 have talked with President Anténio
Ramatho Eanes and also to Prime Minister
Mario Soares and Foreign Minister Jaime
Gama. [ got the impression that they were
sympathetic to my views, and [ do not be-

lieve they will betray the Timorese people. I

have also traveled throughout the country
on lecture tours and have been asked many
questions by many people about Timor. [
think the Portuguese people are still very
concerned about what happened im East
Timor and want to see the territory made
independent. Written on the walls near my
home is a slogan that-says, “East Timor is
Portugal.”



