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Letter dated, 30 fiugu6.t. 19.84. from .the Pe,rm.anen$. &prasent.a.tJ.ve. of Iraq 
to the united Nations addressed to the Secretacy-General 

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith the text of the statement made by an authorised source in the 
Revolutionary Command Council of the Republic of Iraq and containinq the 
declaration issued by the Council concernins the release of Iranian prisoners of 
war without any quid pro quo. This is on the occasion of the advent of the blessed 
Id al-Adha and Iraq's readiness to release the Iranian combatants who take eefuqe 
with the Iraqi side. 

I request you to have this letter and its annex circulated as an official 
document of the thirty-eiqhth session of the General Assembly, under aqenda 
item 138, and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Riyadh AL-QAYSI 
Permanent Representative 

84-20560 1685a (E) / . . . 
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Text of declaration 

A" authorised source in the Revolutionary Command Council made the followinq 
statement: 

"On the basis of its humanitarian positions of principle and its deep 
understanding of the problem of prisoners of war, Iraq has put forward and 
continues to put forward one initiative after the other in order to find a" 
acceptable solution to this problem. Its most recent initiative in this area 
was its invitation to the families of younq Iranian prisoners to visit their 
sons and meet with them in Iraq or in any other place aqreed upon, under the 
auspices of *-he International Committee of the Red Cross. However, the rulers 
in Tehran, who wander blindly in the morass of their vile defeats, have 
rejected all these initiatives, thus affirminq to the peoples of Iran and of 
the world as a whole their hatred of and hostility to the most elementary 
moral values and humanitarian principles. 

"Out of its firm conviction that the Iranian peoples, afflicted with this 
clique immersed in evil and enmity, are and continue to be driven by it into 
the flames of war by force and by the most repulsive forms of tyranny and 
terrorism; on the basis of its deep faith in the spirit of the maqnanimous 
Islamic messaqe and in the principles of its leading party, the Arab Socialist 
Baath Party; from its 'COmitment to and respect for what is prescribed by the 
principles of international humanitarian law; and in keepinq with many 
previous cases which have arisen since the outbreak of war between us and 
Iran, when our armed forces have released larqe numbers of prisoners directly 
after their capture, the Revolutionary Command council, on the occasion of the 
advent of the blessed Id al-Adha, has decided as follows: 

'1. A number of Iranian prisoners shall be released without any 
quid pro quo from the Iranian side and given the choice of returning to 
their country Or seeking asylum in any State which consents to receive 
themr 

'2. Iraq proclaims to all members of the Iranian armed forces its 
readiness to release combatants who seek asylum in our ranks, now, in 
battle of thereafter, and to facilitate their return to their countries 
or asylum in any State which accepts them, 

'3. In puttinq forward this humanitarian initiative, Iraq affirms 
once aqain to the peoples of Iran and to all peace-lovinq peoples that 
the inhumane attitudes and practices of Khomeini's rbqime will not divert 
it from the path which it has chosen for itself, the path of lofty moral 
standards and values."' 

----- 


