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REPORf OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAI, COUNCI L

I,e lter .dateq 16 August 1984 from tbe. P.ermanen! Repre.senlative

r have the honour to transnit herewith a copy of Decree-r-aw No. 74-84 of
tg .Iuly 1984 whereby the Head of state, tlaj or-General oscar Hunberto Mejia victores,
decided to qrant a corplete pardon to those sentenced wiLhout possibllity of appeal
bythenowaboIishedspecia1courts(@.Inaddit1on'
trials initiated in those courts thae had been transferred to ordlnary courts and
that were under way have been disnlssed and the accused persons released forthwith.

The Govetnnent of Guatemala wishes to point out tiat the important decision
reflected in thts decree is ln llne with the pledge it made to the people of
Guatenala and to the internatlonal coflnunity, on assuminq pov/er on 8 Auqust l-983'
that it rroul-d respect and obgerve human rights and fundamental freedons.

I should be qrateful lf you would have this letter and the enclosed decree-law
circulaled as an official docunent of the ceneral As8enbl-y under ltern 12 of the
provisional aq erda.

(glsEll) Arturo FA'fARDO-MALDONADO
anbassador

Perman€nt Representat ive
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ANNTI{

OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF TATE

DECREE-LM 74-84

THE HEAD OF STATE ,

CONSIDERING:

That, in keepinq with its raison d'etre, t}|e staee has a duty to ensure that
. justice ls done epeedily and fully in aII cases so as to secure for the inhabitants
of the national territcry security, tranguill,ity and peacet

CONSTDERING:

That various individuals accused of crininal acts were tried by sPecial courta and

received aentences deprivinq them of their liberty, which they have continued to
serve in prison facilities even after the ordinary courts applled more lenient law
to theni

CONSIDERING:

That there are also individuala who wete brought to trial before the nor., abolished
courts referred to above and whose cases, pursuant to Decree-Iaw No. 93,/83, are now
beinq tried before ordinary courts, nith judgement pend ing t

CONSIDERING:

That the individuals referred to in the preceding paragraphs and various
professional circles in the country have taken exception to the procedures and
judqements of tlle now abollshed courta on the ground that the crinlnal and
procedural laws were vlolated ln the conduct of proceedinqs and the verdlct reached
Ln the casea ln questioni

CONSIDERING !

That, qiven the posslbility of a rniscarriage of justice in the trials in question'
lt lg desirable to nltigate the severity of the judgements by sranting pardon and
to disniss those trials rdhich are in progress, for whlch speclf{c lega1 provision
rnust be madet

THRE FOFE s

In exercLse of the po\,rer s confer red by artlcle 4 and article 26, paragraph 14' of
the Fundamentaf statute of Governmentr as anended by Decre*I-aws Nos. 36-82 and
87-83,
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HEREBY DECFEES THE FOLIOIIING:

Articte 1. A coltp]-ete pardon is qranted to individuals sentenced without

possibility of appea I by the now abolished speclal courts l'ho are still serving
their sentences even after more lenient law has been applled to them by ordinary

courts pursuant to the provisions of Decre*I-aw No' 93-83'

Article 2. The ordinary courts whictr, pursuant to Decree-Iaw No' 93-83' have

been hearlnq trials lnitiatea in the special courts shall distniss such trials upon

the entry into force of this Decree-IatJ.

Article 3. Those pardoned lrnder thls Decree-Iar' shall remain responslble for

any payrnents to be naale ln connection r'tith thelr civil liability as deternined by

the ielevarrt taws. $ith respect to those whose triala are dismlssedl civil
froceedings, vthere applicabl-e, nust be brougtrt before the conpetent courts'

Article 4. The benefits qEanted under th13 Decree-Iilr shau be lmnediately

applied automaticalf,y or upon application by the party concerned by the Presldent
of the ,luaticiary, by tne court itear i. nq any of tie cases in question' or by such

indivitlualsasrnaybeappolnte.tbythePresidentofthe.'udiciarylnaltuationsnot
expressly covered by th.;;-;;;;i siotts, who shall issue the appropriate decision in
the natter.

Article 5. This Decree-Iatt shall enter into force on ttle day follo?ring its
publ.ication in the 9!!19:4II3!.
DoNE at the National Palace, ln Guatemala city, on 18 'luly 1984'

To be published and enforcedt

tlajor-General
Oscar Hurnberlo l.{e j ia victores,
Head of State

Manuel de Jesua Gir6n T6nchez
ceneral secretary of the Offlce of the ltead of State

Gustavo Adolfo L6Pez sanalova I
ttinister of the Interior

** p,ublished in the Dialio de genttoatlir lpa No. 22, vol' CCXXIV of 18 July 1984'




