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Adoption of the agenda

Annotated provisional agenda for the forty-ninthsession?

to be held at the Palais des Nations, Genevairgjat 10 a.m. on Thursday, 30 September
2010

|. Provisional agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Status of the TIR Convention, 1975.
3. Activities and administration of the TIR Exem&tiBoard:

(@)  Activities of the TIR Executive Board:

! For reasons of economy, delegates are requestethtpcopies of the documents mentioned in this
provisional agenda to the meeting. There will beoffizial documentation available in the meeting
room. Before the meeting, missing documents maybib@ired directly from the UNECE Transport
Division (Fax: +41-22-917-0039; e-mail: wp.30@unecg). Documents may also be downloaded
from the UNECE Border Crossing Facilitation websitétgit¥border.unece.org>. During the
meeting, official documents may be obtained fromtitNOG Documents Distribution Section
(Room C.337,  floor, Palais des Nations).

2 The full text of the TIR Convention, 1975, as wallaacomplete list of Contracting Parties to the
Convention, is available on the UNECE website:
<http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.#ristoms>. Delegates are requested to complete
the registration form available from the Internethsite of the UNECE Transport Division
<http://www.unece.org/trans/registfr.html> and fansmit it to the UNECE secretariat, at the latest
one week prior to the session, either by fax (+21927-0039) or by e-mail (wp.30@unece.org).
Prior to the session, delegates who do not hotchg-term access badge should obtain an
identification badge at the UNOG Security and SaSsction, located at the Pregny Gate (14,
Avenue de la Paix). In case of difficulty, pleasatact by telephone the UNECE secretariat (internal
extension 75975). For a map of the Palais des Natod other useful information, see website
<http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm>.
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0] Report by the Chair of the TIR Executive Board;
(i)  International TIR Data Bank;

(i)  Online United Nations Economic Commission fd&turope Register of
Customs Sealing Devices and Customs Stamps;

(iv)  National and regional TIR workshops and semsna
(b)  Administration of the TIR Executive Board ame fTIR secretariat:
0] Status report on the accounts for 2009 and 2010

(i) Procedure for financing the operation of fhlR Executive Board and TIR
secretariat;

(i) Audit by the United Nations Office of Interh®versight Services.
(c)  Election of members of the TIR Executive Board.

4, Authorization for printing and distribution ol Carnets and the organization and
functioning of the guarantee system.

5. Authorization for the conclusion of an agreentestiveen United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe and International Road Trartdgnion.

6. Revision of the Convention:

(@ Amendment(s) to the Convention with regard te maximum level of
guarantee per TIR Carnet;

(b)  Other proposals for amendments to the Conventio

(c)  Phase lll of the TIR revision process — compa#tion of the TIR procedure.
7. Application of the Convention:

(@) Recommendation on the introduction of HS codiaé TIR Carnet;

(b) Comments adopted by the Working Party on Cust@uestions affecting
and TIR Executive Board Transport.

8. Best practices.
9. Other business:
(@ Date of next session;
(b)  Restriction on the distribution of documents.

10.  Adoption of the report.
Annotations

Adoption of the agenda

The Committee may wish to consider and adopt thenda of its present session
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/102). The Committee will alse informed that, according to
Annex 8, Article 6 of the TIR Convention, 1975,daorum consisting of not less than one
third of the States which are Contracting Parteseiquired for the purposes of taking
decisions". As of 20 April 2007, the number of Qacting Parties to the Convention is
sixty-eight.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/102

Status of the TIR Convention, 1975

The Committee will be informed of any changes ia $tatus of the Convention and in the
number of Contracting Parties. More detailed infation on these issues as well as on
various Depositary Notifications is available or fiR websit€.

Activities and administration of the TIR Execufve Board
Activities of the TIR Executive Board

Report by the Chair of TIR Executive Board

In accordance with Annex 8, Article 11, paragrapdf he Convention and in line with the
decision of the Committee (TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/55, gsarl14-15), the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe secretariat hasotapred the reports of the TIRExB on
its forty-first (October 2009) and forty-secondsieas (February 2010) for information and
endorsement by the Committee (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/A.20/8 and
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/9, respectively).

More information about the recent activities of THRecutive Board (TIRExB) as well as
about various considerations and decisions takets dbrty-third (May 2010) and forty-
fourth (September 2010) sessions will be provideadlyp by the Chair of the TIRExXB. In
particular, the Committee will be informed about Board's discussions aimed at the strict
implementation of the provisions concerning applto¥aehicles.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/8, ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC21R/9

International TIR Data Bank

The Committee is invited to take note of the statigansmission of documents and data
to the International TIR Data Bank (ITDB). The Coitiee will also be informed of the
progress made in the implementation of the ITDBim@# project aimed at enabling
Customs authorities to update their countries’ datae in the ITDB.

Online United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Register of Customs Sealing
Devices and Customs Stamps

The Committee will be informed about the functianiof the online UNECE register of
Customs sealing devices and Customs stamps.

National and regional TIR workshops and seminars

The Committee may wish to be informed about sersinanducted and/or planned.

3

<http://tir.unece.org>.
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(b)
(i)

(i)

(iii)

Administration of the TIR Executive Board andthe TIR secretariat

Satus report on the accounts for 2009 and 2010

In accordance with Annex 8, Article 11, paragrapbf4he Convention, the TIREXB shall
submit audited accounts to the Committee at least @ year or at the request of the
Committee. The report on the complete and finaloants for 2009 is transmitted for
approval by the Committee (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/20QD0). The Committee may
also wish to take note of interim financial statemsefor 2010 as contained in document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/11.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/10; ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AQ@10/11

Procedure for financing the operation of the TIR Executive Board and TIR secretariat

The Committee may wish to recall the Proceduretli@r collection and transfer of the
amount per TIR Carnet to finance the operationhef TIRExB and the TIR secretariat
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/89, para. 38 and annex 2) andarticular, its following steps:

(@) The UNECE secretariat prepares a document dsimpthe budget proposal
established by the TIREXB for approval by the Cotteri (September);

(b) The UNECE secretariat informs the InternatioRadad Transport Union
(IRU) of the budget proposal and the net amouttetdransferred and requests the IRU to
provide an operational forecast of the number & Tlarnets it expects to distribute in the
forthcoming year (September);

(c) IRU provides the Committee with its forecastiod number of TIR Carnets it
expects to distribute in the forthcoming year atxdimternal calculation concerning the
amount per TIR Carnet (September — October);

(d)  The Committee approves the budget and themetuat to be transferred by
IRU, and takes note of the forecast establishetRhy; The Committee also approves the
amount per TIR Carnet, calculated by the secratariahe basis of the forecast provided
by IRU (September — October);

(e) IRU transfers the net amount approved by then@ittee to the UNECE
named bank account (mid-November).

The Committee will be informed of activities by tRkiNECE secretariat and IRU under
items (a) — (c). With regard to (d), the Commitieénvited to approve the budget and cost
plan for the operation of the TIRExB and the TIRrs¢ariat for the year 2011 as well as
the net amount to be transferred by IRU (ECE/TRAMB/30/AC.2/2010/12). The
Committee may also wish to be informed by IRU af fiorecast of the number of TIR
Carnets it expects to distribute in 2011 and ointsrnal calculation concerning the amount
per TIR Carnet. The Committee may wish to apprdwe amount per TIR Carnet which
will be expressed in Swiss francs following thensfer of the above net amount to the
UNECE named bank according to the prevailing USadet Swiss franc exchange rate on
the day of the transfer.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/89; ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/201®/

Audit by the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services

The Committee will be informed about the statusimplementation of the outstanding
recommendation of the United Nations Office of ined Oversight Services (OI0S).
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Election of members of the TIR Executive Board

In accordance with Annex 8, Article 9, paragraptf Zhe Convention, the term of office of

each member of the TIRExXB shall be two years. Sthegresent members of the TIRExB
were elected at its session in February 2009, trarfittee must, at its forthcoming session
in February 2011, proceed with the election orleeteon of the nine members of the

TIREXB.

In order to ensure an efficient voting proceduriésatorthcoming session in February 2011,
the Committee may wish to confirm the decision&takarlier in this respect, namely

(@) The comment adopted on 26 June 1998 to thesRafleProcedure of the
TIREXB on “representation”, with the exception airagraph (c) as its provisions relate
only to the initial election of Board members antk ghus no longer appropriate
(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/51, annex and Corr.1);

(b)  The procedure for the election of members ef THRExB adopted on 26
February 2000 by the Committee (TRANS/WP.30/AC.2fx8as. 31 and 34).

In addition, the Committee may wish to authorize tHNECE secretariat to issue in
November 2010, a document recalling the approvedtieh procedures and soliciting
candidates willing to stand for election as memloéithe TIREXB for the term 2011-2013.
The deadline by which nominations would need todoeived by the UNECE secretariat is
10 December 2010. No further candidates may be mateid following expiry of this
deadline. On the next working day, 13 December 2G4h6 UNECE secretariat will
circulate a list of candidates who have been notedhay their respective Governments or
organizations being Contracting Parties to the @atign.

Authorization for printing and distribution of TIR Carnets and the
organization and functioning of the guarantee systa

The Committee may wish to recall that, at its poesi session, it authorized the IRU to
centrally print and distribute TIR Carnets and tgamize the effective functioning of the
guarantee system for the period 2011-2013 (ECE/T8ANP.30/AC.2/101, para. 19).

Authorization for the conclusion of an agreemetrbetween United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe and Interndabnal Road
Transport Union

At its previous session, the Committee was informédngoing consultations between
UNECE and IRU with regard to a new UNECE-IRU agreatrwhich should be concluded
pursuant to the authorization granted under pa@aaklibve. The Committee requested the
secretariat and IRU to speed up this activity withview to presenting a draft new
agreement for approval at the present session (BRAMS/WP.30/AC.2/101, para. 20). In
this context, the Committee may wish to consider dhaft agreement, as contained in
document ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/2, and proviue $ecretariat with the mandate
to conclude the new agreement with a view to caitip to finance the operation of the
TIREXB and the TIR secretariat in 2011-2013.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/2
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6.
(@)

(b)

Revision of the Convention

Amendment(s) to the Convention with regard tahe maximum level of guarantee per
TIR Carnet

At its previous session, the Committee revertedht® rejected amendment proposal to
increase to EUR 60,000 the recommended maximunh ¢é\griarantee per TIR Carnet and
identified the following measures in order to faatle the negotiation of any amendments
to the Convention (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/101, pakdsand 22):

(@) As early as possible, the representatives oftr@cting Parties in the
Committee should carefully review the amendmentppsal, undertake the necessary
consultations at the national level and inform @wmmittee of their comments or possible
disagreement;

(b)  Prior to the adoption of an amendment propbyathe Committee, efforts
should be undertaken to solicit the views of caestwhich do not regularly participate in
the Committee's sessions;

(c) Each amendment proposal, when officially ciatetl by the Depository to
the Contracting Parties, should be accompanied avitexecutive summary to explain the
motivation behind the proposed amendment and gsipke implications.

At the previous session of the Committee, the dalegs of the Republic of Belarus and
Ukraine stressed the need of the EUR 60,000 TIRagtie@e for further transport facilitation
and wondered whether the underlying amendment gadppossibly in a modified form,
could be reconsidered by the Committee at a ldégyes The secretariat explained that the
TIR Convention contained no provisions that woulevent any amendment proposal, once
rejected, from being resubmitted (ECE/TRANS/WP.3D/A101, para. 23).

The Committee may also take notice that, sincei&vious session, the TIR guarantee
chain has agreed to raise to EUR 60,000 the maxiteuet of guarantee per TIR Carnet in
several non-EU countries. In view of these latesietbpments, the Committee may wish to
consider whether the underlying amendment propesahins topical and should be further
pursued by the Committee.

Other proposals for amendments to the Convertdin

At its previous session, the Committee considehed updated amendment proposals as
contained in document ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010f@l alelivered some remarks,
both substantial and linguistic, on its contente Wommittee noted that some delegations
had not yet completed their national approval poces and were not in a position to
formally adopt the proposals. Therefore, the Con@aitlecided to revert to this issue at its
next session upon understanding that those cosnttieuld complete their national
coordination by that time. Meanwhile, the secretawas requested to take on board the
suggested modifications (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/1fdra. 24). Following this request,
the secretariat has prepared document ECE/TRANSWARC.2/2010/3/Rev.1 which
contains not only the said modifications but alssuenmary of the proposals to clarify the
background and motivation of the proposed amendsneictording to the decision of the
Committee quoted in subparagraph 17 (c) above.

The Committee may also wish to recall that, apresvious session, it generally supported
the amendment proposals to Annex 9, Part |, asapeeiby the UNECE Working Party on
Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) anontained in document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/3-ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/201034t decided to postpone a
final decision to this session, thus allowing coi@stto complete their domestic approval
procedures (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/101, para. 25)thim interim, the secretariat has
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(@)

(b)

revised the document to include the minor modifms® by WP.30
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/248, para. 24) as well as theoraie behind the proposed
amendments (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/3/Rev.1—
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/4/Rev.1).

Should the Committee decide to adopt the underlgngendments, it may also wish to
decide, where appropriate, on a timescale in aecmel with Article 60.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/3, ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC@1D/4

Phase Il of the TIR revision process — competization of the TIR procedure

The Committee will be informed of the latest deyeh@nts with regard to the
computerization of the TIR procedure.

Application of the Convention

Recommendation on the introduction of HS codm the TIR Carnet

At its previous session, the Committee consideretlapproved a draft survey concerning
the implementation of the underlying Recommendatias prepared by the secretariat
(Informal document No. 2 (2010)). The survey inédddwo different questionnaires, one
for Customs administrations and one for nationalrgnteeing associations. The Committee
agreed that the respondents should be given thmghs to reply to the questionnaire
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/101, para. 27). Against théxkground, the Committee will be
informed of preliminary results of the survey (Infal document No. 5 (2010)).

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/93, Annex Il

Comments endorsed by the Working Party on Cusims Questions affecting Transport
and TIR Executive Board

The Committee will be informed of new comments asdd by the Working Party on
Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) dREXB, if any.

Best practices

The Committee, at its previous session, extensivalljscussed document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/7, containing a propo$sl the secretariat for the
introduction of a new comment to Article 1 (o) bétConvention and addressing the use of
the TIR Carnet by other persons than the TIR Carakter, the so-called "subcontractors".
Several delegations felt that it was prematuregrea on the wording of a comment or any
other format as long as the aspect of liabilityhef TIR Carnet holder or the subcontractor
had not been duly addressed and settled. Othegat&las pointed out that for many years
TIR Carnet holders had made use of subcontractofslfil their commercial obligations
with the full knowledge that this does not affdw fiability of the TIR Carnet holder as set
out in the provisions of the TIR Convention. In thiesence of consensus, the Committee
decided to revert to the issue at its next sessiothe meantime, Contracting Parties were
requested to carefully consider the proposal abmal level and to submit any concerns in
writing to the secretariat which would take care tbkir dissemination among all
Contracting Parties. In order to facilitate futwliscussions, the Committee also requested
the secretariat to reproduce Informal documentN@009) from its forty-seventh session,
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(@)

(b)

10.

containing the summary outcome of a TIRExB surveytlee use of subcontractors at the
national level, as an official document for considion at the present session
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/101, para. 30). In line withis request, the secretariat has
issued document ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/13 whiolh Committee may wish to
discuss. In addition, the Committee may wish to smer document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/14 transmitted by the tGos Administration of the
Republic of Belarus.

Documentation

ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/7, ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC21P/13,
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/2010/14.

Other business

Date of next session

The UNECE secretariat has made the necessary amamgs to hold the fifty-first session
of the Committee on 3 February 2011. The Committag wish to confirm this date.
Restriction on the distribution of documents

The Committee may wish to decide whether there Ishio@ any restriction with respect to
the distribution of documents issued in connectidth its current session.

Adoption of the report

In accordance with Annex 8, Article 7 of the Contien, the Committee will adopt the
report on its forty-ninth session on the basis dfaft prepared by the UNECE secretariat.
Given the present resource restrictions with regartdanslation facilities, parts of the final
report may not be available at the end of the sadsir adoption in all working languages.




