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The Genlral Alslmb~,

Reoalling that in accordance with the provisions of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights 1/ "everyone has the right to a standard or living adequate for the
health and well-being of himself and of h.ls family",

B~c.2.Cl.nlI1ng: the need ".0 promote universal respect for, and observance of,
human rights and freedoms in 011 their aspects,

~~Ling: that a bettor and healthier environment can help to contribute
towards the full enjoyment of human rights by all,

Blc.D..1..l.ing the Declaration of the United Nl'ltions Conference on t.he Human
Environment,~/ adopted on 16 June 1972, which states that ")-\oth "speets of man's
environment, the natural and man-made, are essential to his well-being",

11 Resolution 217 A (Ill).

~I B§R-oxt_ Q( .. the.JJui t~~LN~tlQruL~Qn.tJ:trjm_c.~._Q.D-thtLH..WlWL.k'l.i..r.QllIlllt.nt (Uni t ed
Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.14 and corrigendum), chap. I, para. 1.

89-29901 l790Z (E) I • •.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A/C.3/44/L.49/Rev.1
English
Page 2

BI'erri~~ to the 1981 report of the World Commission on Environment and
Development, J/ which recogni~es that the 1912 United Nations Conference on the
Human Environmdnt brought together the industrialized and developing countries to
tackle the questions related to a healthy and productive environment,

CQ.n.S.i.dating that meeting the aspirations of individuals for a better and
healthier environment plays an important role f01' the full realizatiull of economic
and social rights,

1. Recogn~ that every individual is entitled to live in an environment
adequate for the health and well-being of himself/herself and of his/her family;

2. CDIIs upon Member States and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations dealing with environmental questions to endeavour to ensure a better
and healthier environment;

3. Invites the Commission on Human ~ights, through its Sub-Commission, to
consider studying the effects of environmental degradation on the full enjoyment of
the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of
individuals and to report on it to the General Assembly through the Economic and
Social Council;

4. Decides to consider this question at its forty-sixth session under the
item entitled "Alternative approaches and ways and menns within the United Nations
system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms".

1/ See A/42/421, annex.
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