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PREPARATION OP A PLAN OP WORK FOR THE SESSION 

This r e f e r s to the g u i d e l i n e s the Sub-Commission adopted l a s t year 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/354, pp. 11-12) . 

One agenda problem that may need a t t e n t i o n r e l a t e s to the powers of the 
Sub-Commission under ECOSOC r e s o l u t i o n 1235 and ECOSOC r e s o l u t i o n 1503. The summary 
records of debates a t the 1973 and I974 sessions of the Sub-Commission suggest that 
those powers sometimes are discussed without s u f f i c i e n t reference to the governing 
words of the a p p l i c a b l e instruments. 

ECOSOC r e s o l u t i o n 1235 ( X L I l ) and Commission r e s o l u t i o n 8 (XXIII) 

Commission r e s o l u t i o n 8 concerns the question of the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s . 
In i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1235> ECOSOC welcomed the Commission's d e c i s i o n i n r e s o l u t i o n 8 to 
give annual c o n s i d e r a t i o n to that question. A l s o , ECOSOC concurred w i t h the requests' 
f o r a s s i s t a n c e that the Commission i n r e s o l u t i o n 8 had addressed to the Sub-Commission. 
Those requests are as f o l l o w s ; 

The Commission on Human Rights ... 

Requests the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s to prepare, f o r the use of the Commission i n i t s 
examination of t h i s q uestion, a re p o r t oontaining i n f o r m a t i o n on v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms from a l l a v a i l a b l e sources; ... 
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I n v i t e s the Sub-Commission to b r i n g to the a t t e n t i o n of the Commission any 
s i t u a t i o n which i t has reasonable cause to b e l i e v e r e v e a l s a c o n s i s t e n t 
p a t t e r n of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, i n any 
country, i n c l u d i n g p o l i c i e s of r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , segregation and 
ap a r t h e i d , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r reference to c o l o n i a l and other dependent 
t e r r i t o r i e s . 

In a d d i t i o n , ,0 preclude doubt r e g a r d i n g the sources of informat i o n t h a t may be 
used, ECOSOC ( i n paragraph 2 of r e s o l u t i o n 1255) "Authorizes ... the Sub-Commission . 
i n conformity w i t h [paragraph 1 of r e s o l u t i o n 8] ... to examine information r e l e v a n t 
to groas v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s .•. contained i n the communications l i s t e d 
[pursuant to ECOSOC résolubion 728F] 

IT SHOULD BE ШОШ) THAT NEITHER RESOLUTION 8 NOR RESOLUTION 1255 CONTAINS ANY 
REQUIREMENT OP CONPIDEKTIALITY. 

ECOSOC r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I l ) 

This r e s o l u t i o n r e q u i r e s " p r i v a t e meetings" and s p e c i f i e s that a l l a c t i o n s 
envisaged i n i t s implementation s h a l l remain c o n f i d e n t i a l u n t i l such time as the 
Commission may decide to make recommendations to ECOSOC. 

Re s o l u t i o n 1503 does not d i m i n i s h the powers of the Sub-Commission under 
r e s o l u t i o n 1235• On the c o n t r a r y , i t creates machineries whereby a l l communications 
that appear to r e v e a l a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n of gross and r e l i a b l y a t t e s t e d v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s m̂ ay be s p e c i a l l y processed. I t s paragraphs 1, 2, and 5 s p e c i f y i n 
d e t a i l the Sub-Commission's p o t e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to that process. 

None of the words i n r e s o l u t i o n I5O3 expresses or i m p l i e s any c o n c l u s i o n by 
ECOSOC th a t i n злу way would s u b t r a c t from o r l i m i t the Sub-Commission's broader 
powers under r e s o l u t i o n 1235« 

V i o l a t i o n s and Communications 

Our c o n c l u s i o n therefore i s that r e s o l u t i o n 1235 proceedings, regarding 
"questions of the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s " should not be confused w i t h 
r e s o l u t i o n 1503 "p-oceedings, which d e a l w i t h "communications concerning human r i g h t s " . 
The C h i l e Case, considered by the Commission i n 1974 and 1975 and by the 
Sub-Commission i n 1974? dramatizes the d i s t i n c t i o n . 


