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P r o t e c t i o n of î'Iinorities of wa.ys and raeans c f ensuring the iniple a e n t a t i o n of 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s boarin.g on ap a r t h e i d , racism and r a x l a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
(continued) 
Implementation of tho Prograaime f o r the Decado for. A c t i o n to Combat Racism and 
Ro.cial D i s c r i a i n a t i o n (continued) 
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The n e e t i n g was c a l l e d to ordey.^at 4.15 р.ц. 

STATEIffiMT В Т THE Т]Ш)ЕЕ-ЗЕСЕЕТ/1йУ-СЕНЕЕМ< F O E POLITÍCAL 1Ш. GÈEEEAL, ASSEÎffiLY AFFAIES 

" I . ' ' Mr. BIIFFIJH (Under-Secretary-General f o r PoliticàTand General" Assembly A f f a i r s ) , 
a f t e r ¡'jrec'ting the CorKiission on be h a l f of the Secj^etajy-General, s a i d the f a c t 
that the Gonnlssion on lioraan Rights we.s the only f u n c t i o n a l conurlssion of the 
Economic and S o c i a l Council s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned i n i \ r t i c l e 68 of the Chapter 
served as c l e a r evidence of i t s importance i n the United Ifetions system, although 
there were now many other important husaan r i g h t s organs, the C o m i s s i o n remained 
the policy-malcing organ ox the United Nalions i n that area and haxl to provide 
l e a d e r s h i p , i n i t i a t i v e and guidance to the United Nations system i n g i v i n g concrete 
r e a l i z a t i o n to the instruments comprising the Interna,tional B i l l of E i g h t s . I t 
was indeed noteworthy t h a i the Commission's a c t i v i t i e s had ev'-olved from e x c l u s i v e 
s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g to some r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n implementing human ri;3lit s and i n 
soeki,ng to prevent a,nd suppress v i o l a t i o n s . ' - - • 

2. The Commission was now once again engaoged i n c o n s i d e r i n g the f u r t h e r promotion 
and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s and var i o u s ways of maJcing t h e i r enjoyment more 
e f f e c t i v e , and 1979 a i g h t w e l l be a watershed year i n th a t regard, i n view of a. 
nur.iber of r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the General Assombly a,t i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d and 
t h i r t y - t l x L r d sessions which set s i g n i f i c a n t and d i f f i c u l t chiillenges to the 
Coimaission's imagination and re s o u r c e f u l n e s s . On the other hand, as the 
Secretary-General had most p e r t i n e n t l y pointed out i n h i s Human E i g h t s Day 
statement i n 1978, i n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s headwa,y coiold be made only w i t h the 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l and a c t i v e co-opera.tion of the Member Sta.tGs, whose comflñtment 
was b a s i c to the world-wide promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s through the 
r u l e of law promised by the Declara.tion. I n that connexion, the recent v i s i t of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group to C h i l e might be rega.rded as a. h i s t o r i c event which 
gave grounds f o r hope, s e t t i n g a splendid exar.ple of how United Ha.tions - concern 
could- be" manifested p r a c t i c a l l y and p r o d u c t i v e l y i n a. s p e c i f i c n a t i o n a l context. 
Another source of encouragement was the present world-wide scope of the 
Coiranission's sGru,tiny of v i o l a t i o n s of huma.n r i g h t s ? j u s t as human r i g h t s were 
u n i v e r s a l , so must the Commission's concern be "universa .1. 

3. Recent events ha.d demonstra.ted the productive form of int e r a . c t i o n and 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n that co i l d . e x i s t between the Comiaission and the Secretary-General, 
who was pursuing сoaplenentary a c t i v i t i e s f o r the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of •. 
human r i g h t s - b y v i r t i i e of h i s a u t h o r i t y under the Charter and never h e s i t a t e d to 
engage that a u t h o r i t y a,nd the p r e s t i g e of h i s o f f i c e on h i s own i n i t i a t i v e i f .he 
b e l i e v e d t h a t d-oing so would help to advance huraan ri.ghts i n a. p a r t i c u l a r case. " 
Indeed, he engaged-in such a c t i v i t i e s more oft e n tha.n wa.s u s u a l l y r e a l i z e d . The 
Secretary-General had aade i t c l e a r in. h i s i^ublic statements, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n h i s 
r e p o r t s on the work of the Organization, why he considered t h a t such e f f o r t s 
sho"uld u s u a l l y and most p r o d u c t i v e l y be conducted on a c o n f i d e n t i a l b a s i s ; that 
p o i n t deserved emphasis because there n i g h t ocGasi-ona.lly be questions as to why 
the Secretary-General d i d not alwa.ys lieep the CoraiTiission completely informed a.bout 
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the s p e c i f i c s of a. given case at a given tirae. I t must be borne i n mind that 
the a c t i v i t i e s concerned were of a h i g h l y s e n s i t i v e nature bec8.use, i n one way 
or another, they inovit3,bly r a i s e d the problem of the sovereign r i g h t s of a 
Member St a t e . I t shoulO. t h e r e f o r e be st r e s s e d , as the Secretary-General d i d i n . 
making i n d i v i d u a l , appeals, tha.t h i s work i n tha.t area wa„s conducted on an 
e x c l u s i v e l y humanitarian b a s i s and without any i n t e n t i o n of i n t e r f e r i n g i n the 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of Menbers. Accordingly, a. p a r a l l e l area o i a c t i v i t y was going 
on w i t h the Commission's ото work, i n the form of appeals f o r clemency, f o r 
inf o n : i a t i o n on m i s s i n g persons, f o r f a m i l y r e u n i f i c a t i o n , f o r the r e l e a s e of' 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s and tho l i k o . I t was o f t e n because of f r u i t f u l i n t e r a c t i o n 
as a r e s u l t of the standards the Commission had s e t , of i t s debates and of the 
p r i o r i t i e s i t gave to a . l l k i n d s of v i o l a t i o n s of huma.n r i g h t s that the 
Secretary-General's ош1 good o f f i c e s o f t e n net with success. 

4. There could be no doubt that the Commission's a c t i v i t i e s had expanded 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n the past few yoars, owinr-; to tho entry i n t o l'orée of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenants on human r i g h t s and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the 
Sixppression and l^inishment of the Crine of Apartheid, the i n c r e a s i n g number of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n s of, a,nd accessions t o , these instruments, a-nd the p r a c t i c a l l y twofold 
increase i n the nimiber of nevr organs and s u b s i d i a r y bodies to be s e r v i c e d . "l-Jhile 
those new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were welcome and should be accepted eagerly, they 
imposed a serious s t r a i n on the e x i s t i n g resources of the SoGretaJ?ia.t, e s p e c i a l l y 
of the s t a f f of the D i v i s i o n of Human E i g h t s . P e r s o n a l l y , he was convinced that 
there was no element of the S e c r e t a r i a t more dedicated, more experienced, more 
o b j e c t i v e â nd more coLimittea to the cause they were s e r v i n g than the s t a f f of th a t 
D i v i s i o n , and although he was f u l l y aware of the budgetary r e s t r a i n t s on the 
Organization and vras not competent to say vjhere a d d i t i o n a l ' support should be sought, 
he b e l i e v e d the increased r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s assirincd to the D i v i s i o n would r e q u i r e 
an i n c r e a s e i n resources i f i t was to continue to produce tho k i n d of r e s u l t s 
that were expected of i t . 

5. I n recent years tho Coirmission had encouraged a c t i o n to promote and p r o t e c t 
hman r i g h t s not only a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l but a l s o at the r e g i o n a l and 
n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , i n pursuance of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 32/l30» I't could 
a l s o c o n t r i b u t e to r e i n f o r c i n g tho i n d i v i s i b i l i t y and interdependence of a l l 
.human r i g h t s - oconomic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l as vrell as c i v i l a„nd p o l i t i c a l . 
I t wa.s indLeed .important to e s t a b l i s h a. two-wa,y Ixrñí between the United Nations 
and individua.ls and groups throughout the world, â nd a c t i o n slioula be f u r t h e r 
encouraged a t the r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s i n order to co;nplenent 
u n i t e d Nations a c t i v i t i e s a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

6. The Conmission mi-ght wish to consider ¡ueasures to stimula.te the dissemina.tion 
of informaotion on human r i g h t s . Indeed, to reaxh the ninds and hearts of the 
peoples of the world, i t was important that they sho-uld be informed of the 
standards dravm up by tho United Nations, so that they might claim respect f o r 
such standards i n t h e i r v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s . 
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7» Another matter of concern was that one of the b a s i c defects of the e x i s t i n g 
system was the d i f f i c u l t y e^rperienced by the Commássion i n responding to important 
human r i g h t s developments which might take place between i t s .annual sessions. 
Although he p r e f e r r e d not to suggest any s p e c i f i c proposal i n that regard, he would 
urge the Commission to agree during the current s e s s i o n on a way of responding r a p i d l y 
and e f f e c t i v e l y i f a p r e s s i n g need arose f o r United Nations a c t i o n i n human r i g h t s 
matters between r e g u l a r sessions. Just as'threats t o ' • i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y 
knew no calendar, so might gross v i o l a i i o n s of huiTian r i g h t s occur at any time, and the 
Commission's i n a b i l i t y to respond merely because of the conference schedule would 
leave one of the very important p o t e n t i a l s of the i n s t i t u t i o n u n u t i l i z e d , 

8, I n co n c l u s i o n , the Commission's d e c i s i o n s vrould of course r e f l e c t the t o t a l i t y 
of the p o s i t i o n s h e l d by i t s member Governments, bu.t he v/ould submit that in' the 
Commission on Humian Rights the mathematical formula "the sum i s equal to the whole of 
i t s p a r t s " was not entix'ely a p p l i c a b l e and that the sum t o t a l of the Commission's work 
was grea t e r than the vriiole of i t s p a r t s , Hovr els e could the 50,000 appeals' addressed 
to i t every year be explained, or the f a c t that that f i g u r e vras c o n s t a n t l y growing? 
So, d e s p i t e a n a t u r a l tendency tovrards discoura.gement at the slow ra t e of progress, 
i t must "be c o n s t a n t l y borne i n mind that i n the Commission, above a l l , there was an 
o b l i g a t i o n higher than that of a t t a i n i n g immediate t a c t i c a l or n a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s : 
the o b l i g a t i o n to serve h-umanity. 

9. The CHAIRMAN thanked the ünder-Secrétary-Gensral and s a i d he welcomed the 
Secretary-General's expression of continued v r i l l i n g n e s s to co-operate vrith the 
Commission to the f u l l e s t extent p o s s i b l e . The Secretary-General had again been 
instrume n t a l i n the ñnplementation of many d e c i s i o n s taken at the preceding s e s s i o n , 
and without h i s support i t vrould have been impossible to achieve some of the r e s u l t s 
i n which the Commission took p r i d e . He (the Chairman) expressed profound thanks 
f o r the Secretary-General's renewed promise of co-operation and support. The 
presence of the Under-Secretary-General f o r P o l i t i c a l and General Assembly A f f a i r s 
opened up new prospects vrith regard to such co-operation. 

10. Mr. DA.VIS ( A u s t r a l i a ) s a i d he a l s o welcomed the presence of the 
Under-Secretary-General which c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d the i n t e r e s t that the Secretary-General 
took in. the Commission's vrork. He requested that'Mr, Buffvmi's statem.ent should be 
reproduced i n extenso f o r future reference. He hoped that the Secretary-General vrould 
give the greatest p o s s i b l e a t t e n t i o n to the needs v\dth regard to s t a f f i n g and 
resources "that were expressed i n the Commiission, 

QUESTION OP THE RE/iLIZATION I N ALL COUNTRIES OP THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OP HUMÍJÍ RIGHTS AND IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTUEiiL RIGHTS, AND STUDY OP SPECIAL PROBLEMS ¥HICH 
THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FACE I N THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THESE HTOUN EIGHTS 
(agenda item 8) (continued) (E/CN.4/L.I429 and L,1455) 

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON lEMAN RIGHTS (agenda item 21) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/L.I427) 

11, The CHAIRMAN s a i d that the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s concerning agenda items 8 and 21 
(E/CN,4/L,1427, L .I429 and L,1455) would be introduced and then put to the vote. 
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12. ^ Mr. ICBODJ (Senegal). speaking on b e h a l f of the sponsors, introduced 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.I429 r e l a t i n g to agenda item 8. He drsvr a t t e n t i o n to the 
references, i n the second and t h i r d preambular paragraphs, t o Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n s 2 (XXXl) and 4 ( X X X I I l ) , and read out passages of those r e s o l u t i o n s . 
He announced t h a t , f o l l o w i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n s , i t had been decided to r e v i s e the f o u r t h 
preambular paragraph to тегЛ'. 

"Noting w i t h int^erest a r t i c l e 3 of the НШЗСО D e c l a r a t i o n on Race and 
R a c i a l P r e j u d i c e , which proclaims that the r i g h t to f u l l deAi-elopment i m p l i e s 
equal access to the means of personal and c o l l e c t i v e advancement and f u l f i l m e n t , 
i n a climate o f respect f o r the values of c i v i l i z a t i o n s and c u l t u r e s , both 
n a t i o n a l and world-wide". - ^ 

As to the operative pant, he considered that the vrording was s u f f i c i e n t l y e x p l i c i t 
and read.out the most important passages. He concluded by expressing the hope that 
the t e x t would be adopted by conssnsus. 

13. Mr. HEREDIA PEREZ (Cuba) introduced, on b e h a l f of the sponsors, d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.I435 which a l s o r e l a t e d to agenda item 8. The preamble expressed 
ideas which were already recognizeâ, and which were g u i d e l i n e s f o r the a c t i v i t i e s of 
the organs concerned w i t h Ъхшап rights.. He read out the e x t r a c t s from A r t i c l e 1, 
paragraph 3, of the Chanter and a r t i c l e 25 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights 
which were quoted i n the second and t h i r d preambular paragraphs. General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s 3201 ( S-Yl) on the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Establislmient of a Nevv I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Economic Order and 3281 (XXIX) on the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States 
a l s o enunciated development o b j e c t i v e s which were being pursued by United Ha.tions 
bodies. In a d d i t i o n , reference v/a.s ma.do to the decla.ration made by the M i n i s t e r s 
f o r Foreign A f f a . i r s of the non-a.ligned countries i n Lima i n 1975 and i n Belgrade 
i n 1978, which had h i g h l i g h t e d the need f o r the establishment of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order. For i t s p a r t , the Commission, i n r e s o l u t i o n 4 ( X X X I I l ) , had defined 
the g u i d e l i n e s f o r i t s work i n tha.t f i e l d . L a s t l y , the sponsors had r e f e r r e d to 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 32/13О, i n which the Assembly emphasized that the 
establishment of t". e new i n t e r n a t i o n a l ecor.omic order wâ,s essantia . 1 . 

14. The operative p a r t f i r s t r e a f f i r m e d the r i g h t to development, which had already 
been recognized i n United Ifetions and UNESCO t e x t s ; i n paragra.ph 2, that r i g h t was 
l i n k e d to the concept of nationa.l sovereignty. Paragraph 3 l i s t e d the impediments 
c o n s t i t u t e d by certa,in ixrgent problems. Paragraph 4 em.phasizGd' the 'efforts needed 
to give a l l human beings a.n adequate standard of l i v i n g . Paragra.ph 5 drew a t t e n t i o n 
to human r i g h t s questions which were r e f l e c t e d i n trade p o l i c i e s w i t h the i n t e n t i o n 
of p e r p e t u a t i n g the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e of world trade'. In paragraph 6, States w e r e 
-called upon to take prom.pt ano. e f f e c t i v e mea.sures to remove a l l obsta,cles to the 
f u l l r e a l i z a . t i o n of economic, socia.l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . Paragraph 7 provided that 
the concepts contained i n the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n should servo as a guide i n the 
Commission's future work. I n pa.ragra.ph 8, i t wa.s recommended that a seminar should 
be h e l d f a i r l y soon to make a study of the e f f e c t s of the i n t e m a t i o n a . l economic order 
on development a,nd human r i g h t s - a study which would supplement the s t u d i e s 
undertaken by other bo6.ies. 

http://prom.pt
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15• Mr. FISCHER (Federal Republic of Germany), speaking on behalf of the sponsors, 
introdnced d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CÏÏ.4/L.I427 r e l a t i n g to agenda item 21. He pointed 
out that footnote l / on page 1 of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n should read "E/CN.4/1329". 

16. I n h i s o p i n i o n , i t was orJ.y normal that the Commission should consider 
questions r a i s e d by the implementation of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenants on 
human r i g h t s ? the General Assembly had already expressed an opinion on that 
matter i n r e s o l u t i o n 55/51? which was i n f a c t the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t of d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.14^27. The entry i n t o f o r c e of the procedure concerning 
communications from Governments under a r t i c l e 4 I d ttie I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l l i i g h t s , mentioned i n the secondi. prearabular para^jraph, 
c o n s t i t u t e d a new development. The sponsors had a l s o drawn a t t e n t i o n to the 
overlapping of the a c t i v i t i e s o f the Commission, the Human F i g h t s Committee and 
the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l . I n r e s o l u t i o n s 1988 ( L X ) and 1978/20, the 
Council had. s p e c i f i e d that the Coimnission should give p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n to the 
re p o r t s submitted by States which were not y e t p a r t i e s to the Covenants, I n 
view of the o p t i o n a l character of the P r o t o c o l and a r t i c l e Al, States were c a l l e d 
upon only to consider acceding to those t e x t s , but a. more urgent appeal was maxie 
f o r the r a t i f i c a t i o n of the Covenants themselves. 

17. The, sponsors had a l s o considered i t important that the S e c r e t a r i a t - s h o u l d 
l e n d a s s i s t a n c e i n the implem-entation of the Covenants; a t the request of 
sever a l d e l e g a t i o n s , they had, i n operative paragra^ph 8, reproduced' the wording 
of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 55/51. He expressed the hope that the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n would be adopted by consensus. 

18. Mr. SMOW (Deputy D i r e c t o r , D i v i s i o n of Hunian R i g h t s ) o u t l i n e d the p o s s i b l e 
f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s which had been introduced. 
D r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s E/CN.4/L.I427 and L.1429 would not i n v o l v e a.ny a d d i t i o n a l 
expenditure, but d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L .I435, on the other hand, would i n v o l v e 
a d d i t i o n a l 03cpenditure since operative paragraph 8 recommended that a seminar 
sho-uld be h e l d i n 1980. Assuming that that seminar was of two weeks' d u r a t i o n 
and was attended by 32 p a r t i c i p a n t s , the f o l l o w i n g expenditure would be i n c u r r e d ; 
$105,900 on t r a v e l and subsistence c o s t s , $49,280 on conference s e r v i c e s c o s t s , 
and $126,650 on documentation before, during and a f t e r the sem.inar. The t o t a l 
cost would thus be $;279,850. 

i g . The СН/Л:И'ОЖ i n v i t e d the Con-miission to take a d e c i s i o n on d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1429. I f there was no o b j e c t i o n , he would talce i t that the 
Coi-imission wished to adopt the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n by consensus. 

Dr a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/LW1429 vfas adopted by consensus. 
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20. The СНА153УиШ i n v i t e d the Conimission to take a d e c i s i o n on d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L .I435. The Canadian d e l e g a t i o n had requested separate 
votes on 035erative paragra.phs 5 and 7 • 

21. Paragraph 5 -yf d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CF .4/L .I433 was adopted hy 22 votes to 7, 
w i t h 2 ahstentions. 

22. Paragraph 7 o f d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1433 was adopted hy 23 votes to 7, 
w i t h 1 a b s t e n t i o n . 

23. P r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CH .4/L.1435 as a whole was adopted by 23 votes to 1, 
w i t h 7 abstentions. 

24. The CHAIPJ4i\lT i n v i t e d the Commission to tai<:e a d e c i s i o n on d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n Е/CW.4/L.I427. I f there was no- o b j e c t i o n , he Viould take i t that the 
Commission wished to adopt t h e . d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n by consensus. 

25. B r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1427 was adopted by consensus. 

26. Mrs. MATTESOH (United States o f América) s a i d that he r d e l e g a t i o n had j o i n e d 
the consensus by which d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1-1429 had been adopted because i t 
s t r o n g l y supported some elements, such as paragraph 3, i n which the 
Preparatory Committee f o r the..New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Strategy was i n v i t e d 
to, pay due a t t e n t i o n to the i n t e g r a t i o n of human, r i g h t s i n the development process, 
and paragraph 4, which-emphasized the importance of bas.ing the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order on respect f o r human r i g h t s . Those paragraphs r e f l e c t e d the fa,ct 
that the Charter of the United Nations imposed on States the o b l i g a t i o n , 
i n d i v i d u a l l y a,nd c o l l e c t i v e l y , to promote both economic development an.d respect 
f o r a l l the r i g h t s recognized i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human '.Faghts and i n 
the covenants on human r i g h t s . The same paragraphs a.lso r e f l e c t e d c e r t a i n p a r t s 
of the Secretary-General's r e p o r t (E/CH.4/1334), which her d e l e g a t i o n considered 
an importan.t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the Commission's work. She wa.s pleased that tha.t 
r e p o r t had attached importance to the p h y s i c a l , moral, i n t e l l e c t u a l and c u l t u r a l 
development of the human person, and t o the concept of p a r t i . c i p a t i o n . 

27. However, c e r t a i n aspects of the Secretary-General's r e p o r t were unacceptable. 
The content of the r i g h t to development as described t h e r e i n was vagu.e. The 
contentions t h a t the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d States had an o b l i g a t i o n to maJce rep a r a t i o n s 
to former colonies or tha.t disarmament was a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r development were not 
given balanced treatment. She-drew the Commissicn's a t t e n t i o n to an a r t i c l e by 
Mr. R.H. Cooper, published i n the s p r i n g 1977 e d i t i o n of the review Роге1..од p o l i c y , 
which r e f l e c t e d the views of the United States on that question. In the 
Secretary-General's r e p o r t , r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s had been ex t r a p o l a t e d from 
bases composed f o r the m.ost p a r t of non-binding, and i n some cases c o n t r o v e r s i a l , 
recommendations by the General Assembly, such as those adopted at the s i x t h s p e c i a l 
session or the Charter .of Economic Rights and Duties of States.. Those 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l r e s o l u t i o n s could not f o m the b a s i s f o r l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s . Por that reason, her del e g a t i o n had r e s e r v a t i o n s concerning paragraph 5 
of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CH..4/L.I429. Her Government s t r o n g l y supported i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
development e f f o r t s but recognized no l e g a l duty to give a i d . 

28. Her d e l e g a t i o n was pleased that d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.I429 which had j u s t 
been adopted i n v i t e d Governments to submit comments on the Secretary-General's 
study (E/CN.4/1334). 
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29. Mr. FISCHER (Federal Republic of Germany) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n the consensus on d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1429 because that t e x t confirmed the 
p r i n c i p l e s of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights and those of the covenants on 
human r i g h t s . On the other hand, i t had been unable to endorse d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CH.4/L.1435J paragraph 5 of which was-not c o n s i s t e n t w i t h paragraph 4 and 
d i d not take account of e f f o r t s to promote huaan r i g h t s . I t was not p o s s i b l e to take that 
t e x t as a-basis f o r f u t u r e vrork, v/hereas d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CH.4/L.1429 gave the 
Commission time to study f u r t h e r the Secretary-General's important report (E/CH.4/1334) 
and to ob t a i n the viev/s of Governments on the question before taking other d e c i s i o n s . 

30. Mr. LIVERMOEE (Canada) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y supported the p r o v i s i o n s of 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CH.4/L.1429, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the p r o v i s i o n r e l a t i n g to the 
report of the Secretary-General on the r i g h t to development (E/CH.4/1334). Hov/ever, i t 
opposed c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1435> and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
paragraph 7> by v/hich i t vrould not consider i t s e l f boimd. I t a l s o opposed paragraph 5? 
v/hich used unfortunate phraseology and v/as i n d i r e c t c o n t r a d i c t i o n v/ith the t h r u s t of the 
other d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n adopted under agenda item 8. His delegation had therefore voted 
against paragraphs 5 and 7 of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CH.4/L.1435 and abstained i n the vote 
on the t e x t a.s a v/hole. 

31. Mr, DAVIS ( A u s t r a l i a ) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had j o i n e d the consensus i n favour 
of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n Е/СЬТ.4/Ь.1429 f o r a number of reasons. F i r s t l y , i t v/as v/orded i n 
such a way as to suggest a need f o r an e v o l u t i o n a r y approach to the concept of the r i g h t 
to development, an approach v/hich h i s d e l e g a t i o n supported. Paragraphs 4 and 5 seemed to 
i n d i c a t e that the concept of development s t i l l faced d i f f i c u l t i e s of p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n . 
Secondly, i t was pleased to note that i n i)aragraph 3 the reference to "the i n t e g r a t i o n 
of human r i g h t s i n the development process" i m p l i e d that a l l human r i g h t s should be 
taken i n t o account i n the development process. 

32. However, while i t supported the general t h r u s t of paragraph 6, i t v/ished to make the 
point that i t sa/ the d u t i e s a r i s i n g from any r i g h t to development as a r i s i n g f i r s t at the 
n a t i o n a l l e t i e l . I t would not wish to see emphasis placed, only on obstacles of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l nature. His d e l e g a t i o n had some r e s e r v a t i o n s about the r i g h t to 
development, since i t v/as not yet convinced that i t e x i s t e d as a l e g a l r i g h t recognized 
by i n t e r n a t i o n a l law or that i t created s p e c i f i c and corresponding o b l i g a t i o n s . His 
del e g a t i o n a l s o questioned v/hether the r i g h t to development could be regarded as a 
human r i g h t analogous to those recognized i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Ri g h t s , 
the Charter of the United Nations, the covenants on human r i g h t s and other r e l e v a n t 
instruments. One of the problems v/as that i t v/as d i f f i c u l t to define p r e c i s e l y the 
concept of "development". He stre s s e d the need f o r more time to consider the matter 
f u r t h e r . Notv/ithstanding those r e s e r v a t i o n s , h i s d e l e g a t i o n had found the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n to be balanced and had been able to support i t . 

ЗЗ- Por a number of reasons, h i s d e l e g a t i o n had been ob l i g e d to ab s t a i n i n the vote on 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L .1435« Tliat t e x t was based on the unacceptable premise that 
there now e x i s t e d a r i g h t to development recognized i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l lav/. In h i s 
report (E/CN.4/1334)> the Secretary-General had emphasized the importance of the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of economic as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , but that emphasis was not r e f l e c t e d 
i n the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n . His d e l e g a t i o n had voted against paragraph 5 because i t found 
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tlie meaning of that p r o v i s i o n d i f f i c u l t to understand, and against paragraph 7 because 
i t d i d not wish the Commission's work to be guided by a r e s o l u t i o n which i t d i d not 
support. Moreover, i t considered that the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n " h a d placed too much 
emphasis on a l l e g e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l obstacles to the f u l l enjoyment of economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . L a s t l y , i t was unable to endorse the ,ref;?renca i n the f i f t h 
preambular paragraph to the meeting h e l d i n Belgrade i n 1976' 

54. Mr. ROBEIGÜES ( B r a z i l ) s a i d t h a t , while he had j o i n e d the consensus by which d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L . 1429 had been adopted, he s t i l l had some misgivings and doubts, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h regard to the report of the Secretary-General (E/CII.4/1354), which 
merited more c a r e f u l study than could be given by the Commission at the current session 
and which, l i k e the ÍBIESCQ. r e p o r t , d i d not f u l l y s a t i s f y h i s d e l e g a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , 
he wondered vdiether i t would serve any u s e f u l purpose to c a r r y out a study of the 
r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l dimensions of the r i g h t to development without having examined i n 
d e t a i l a l l the ideas expressed, i n the report of the Secretary-General and the Ш Е З С О 
r e p o r t . ••• 

55-. ' Miss А В Ё В Е - В Ю С Н ( A u s t r i a ) s a i d that her d e l e g a t i o n had j o i n e d the consensus on 
d.raft'Tësolution E/CN.A/L. 1429, but not without some misgivings concerning the report 
of the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1334) and not without noting that the r i g h t to 
development had not yet been defined.. 

36. I t regretted, that i t had been obliged to vote against paragraphs 5 and 7? and 
against d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n S/CN.4/L. 1435 as a whole. I t consid.ered that -fche p r i n c i p l e s 
invoked i n that t e x t and the references to the various i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments 
r e l a t i n g to human r i g h t s r e s u l t e d i n wording which v/as imbalanced and too vague to serve 
as a guide f o r the f u t u r e iroxk of the Commission, 

37. Mr. RV/AMBANGO (.Burundi) s a i d he r e g r e t t e d that he had been absent at the time of 
the vote on d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L . 1435' He v/ould. l i k e h i s d e l e g a t i o n to be 
regarded as having voted i n favour of the r e s o l u t i o n , of v/hich i t v/as a sponsor. 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTBERIi A F R I C A i REPORT OF THE AD HOC V/ORICING GROUP 
OP EXPERTS (agenda item 6) (continued) (E/C:I4/L.1432) 

THE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR TIffi SNJOYÎ-ffilNÏ OF HUI'-AN RIGHTS OF P O L I T I C A L , fflLITARY, 
ECONOMIC AND 0-THER FORMS OF A S S I S T A N C E GIVEN TO COLONIAL АШ RACIST REGIES IN 
SOUTHEPdT AFRICA (agenda item 7) (continued) (E/CN.4/L.1433) 

IMPIEMSNTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHfffiNT 
OP THE CRII€; OF A P A R T H E I D (agenda item I6) (continued) (E/CN.4/L.1454) 

STUDY IN COLIABORATION WITH TEE SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OP D I S C R I M I N A T I O N AHD 
PROTECTION OP I-'EENORITIES OF \JAYS AND 1-EANS OF E N S U R I N G THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS B E A R I N G ON A P A R T H E I D , RilCISM AND R/iCIAL DISCRIÎ-HNATION 
(agenda item 20 (a)) (continued) 

II-ÎPLEMENTATION OP THE PROGR/II-H-lE FOR THE DECADE FOR ACTION TO С О Ш А Т RACISM А1ГО 
RACIAiL D I S C R I M N A T I O N (agenda item 20 (b)) (continued) (E/GN.4/L.1456 and L.1458) 

38. Mr. M'BAYE (Senegal), i n t r o d u c i n g on behalf 'of the sponsors d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1432 r e l a t i n g to agenda item 6, saád that the preamble had been 
taken from Commission r e s o l u t i o n б (]ÍXXlll). Operative paragraphs З?- 4 and 5 
concerned the s p e c i a l s i t u a t i o n of Naiïiibia. In paragraph 3, vrithout l o s i n g s i g h t of 
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S e c u r i t y C o i m c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) concerning the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the 
Namibian people or the p o s i t i o n r e c e n t l y adopted by the South A f r i c a n Government w i t h 
regard to that r e s o l u t i o n , the sponsors had. considered i t t h e i r duty to s t r e s s once 
again the consequences of the increased South A f r i c a n m i l i t a r y presence i n Namibia, 
as i t had appeared to the Group of Experts. Paragraph 4 reaffirmed- the r i g h t of the 
peoples of Namibia £.,̂id Zimbabwe to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and made i t c l e a r that i n the case 
of Namibia that r i g h t coiild. be e x e r c i s e d o n l y i n accordance v/ith the d i r e c t i v e s of the 
competent organs of the United Nations. In paragraph 5, the v/ords "any persons v/ho have 
been g u i l t y " should be amended, to read, "any persons suspected of having-been g u i l t y " . 
In paragraph 7j the recommendations.of the Symposium he l d at Maseru (Lesotho) had been 
T"«^-^oduced to the extent that they v/ere d i r e c t l y x^elated to the v/ork of the Commission. 
Paragraph 8 r e l a t e d , i n g e n e r a l , to the s t r u g g l e against racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
and i n d i c a t e d a number of v.rays and. means "bhat might be use.d i n that s t r u g g l e . Under the 
terms of that paragraph, the Commission v/ould recoiïimend that a study be made of the 
South A f r i c a n Government's l e g i t i m a c y and that a l l appropriate conclusions of lav/ and of 
f a c t should subsequently be dravm from that study. In paragraph 9? ibe words "Adopts 
a l l the c o nclusions" should, be replaced by "Adopts, i n general, the conclusions .,.", 
In paragraph 10, the Commission v/ould condemn the e^ssistanoe v/hich helped to . 
perpetuate the s i t u a t i o n i n Namibia, Zimbabv/e and South A f r i c a . In paragraph 11, i t 
would demand the release of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i n South A f r i c a and," pending t h e i r 
r e l e a s e , p r o t e c t i o n f o r them i n accoi^dance v/ith the a p p l i c a b l e p r o v i s i o n s of the 
T h i r d Geneva- Convention r e l a t i v e to the Treatment of P r i s o n e r s of War. I n paragraph 12, 
Member States would be requested to strengthen t h e i r assis-fcance to the neighbouring 
c o i m t r i e s of Zimbabv/e v/hich, having .to confront aggression, were compelled, to d i v e r t 
.resonrces from development to defence. I n a d d i t i o n , the United Nations High 
Commissioner f o r Refugees v/ould. be requested, to evaluate the s i t u a t i o n of the refugees 
from Zimbabv/e and -to take adeq^uaie measures of a s s i s t a n c e and p r o t e c t i o n on t h e i r 
b e h a l f . Paragraph 13 comprised an appeal to States to a s s i s t SWAPO, the sole l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Namibian people. Paragraph 14 r e l a t e d to the nev; composition o f 
the Ad Hoc V.forking Group of Experts, v/ith the replacement of Ж". A l i - to v/hom he v/ished 
to pay a t r i b u t e f o r h i s c o n t r i b u i i o n - by Mr. Red-dy, a recognized expert. Under 
paragraph 15, the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts v/ould be. requested to continue i t s 
work and, i n p a r t i c u l a r - , to c a r r y out a study on the a c t i o n taken to implement i t s 
recommendations, v/i' . a viev/ to improving the a.ssessment of th;? impact of that a c t i o n . 
In paragraph 16 the A i Hoc V/orking Group of Experts v/ould be requested to submit i t s 
report to the Gommission i f p o s s i b l e at the t h i r t y - s i x t h session but not l a t e r than the 
thirty--seventh s e s s i o n . Under the terms of paragraph 17, i t v/o-uid be requested to b r i n g 
to the a t t e n t i o n of the Chairman 'of the Commission, i n the meantime, any p a r t i c u l a r l y 
serious v i o l a t i o n s of h-uman r i g h t s , so that he might, v/i t h i n the context of h i s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , take v/hatever a c t i o n he deemed appropriate. 

39' -̂ ne sponsors requested that the vote on the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n should be taken by 
r o l l - c a l l . • • 

I-Jr. AYENI ( N i g e r i a ) , i n t r o d u c i n g on-behalf, of the sponsors of d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1435 r e l a t i n g to agenda item 7, armounced that P a k i s t a n had become a 
sponsor. 

41. The sponsors, noting the dete-rioration i n the s i t u a t i o n i n Namibia, Zimbabv/e and 
South A f r i c a , f i r m l y b e l i e y e d that Mr. K h a l i f a should, be encouraged to continue to 
update h i s study, v/hich had i n f a c t r e c e i v e d overv/helming support from the-.Commission, 
the Economic ...and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and the General Assembly, He hoped that the Commission 
would be able to adopt the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n by'consensus. 
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42. I n t r o d u c i n g on behalf of the sponsors d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L . 1434 r e l a t i n g 
to agenda item 16,, he announced that Poland had become a sponsor. Thé sponsors 
had r e v i s e d t h e i r t e x t by adding a nev; paragraph 6, \;hich' read; 

"6 . C a l l s upon competent United Nations organs to provide to...the- Commission 
through the Secretary-General, i n f o r m a t i o n . r e l e v a n t to the p e r i o d i c c o m p i l a t i o n 
of the l i s t of i n d i v i d u a l s , o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n s t i t u t i o n s and re p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
States a l l e g e d to be re s p o n s i b l e f o r crimes enumerated i n A r t i c l e I I of the 
.Convention as v i e i l as those against \hom légal proceedings have been undertaken 
by States p a r t i e s to the Convention". 

The f o l l o v d n g paragraphs had been-renumbered a c c o r d i n g l y . In a d d i t i o n , some 
amendments of a d r a f t i n g nature sliould be made; i n the f i r s t preambular paragraph 
and i n operative paragraph 1, the vords " A r t i c l e IV" should be replaced by the 
v/crds " A r t i c l e V I I " , and i n the . f i r s t l i n e of operative paragraph 5? the words 
"to the Convention" should be i n s e r t e d a f t e r the vrards "States p a r t i e s " . 

43. The crime of apartheid continued to e x i s t , encouraged by c e r t a i n .̂.'Mte m i n o r i t y 
and r a c i s t c i r c l e s to the detriment of the indigenous peoples, even -though the 
General Assembly had adopted, i n r e s o l u t i o n J>0b8 ( X X V I I l ) , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Convention on the Suppression and Punisliment of the Crime of Aparth e i d . Noting 
that only about 50 States v^ere p a r t i e s to the Convention, the sponsors of the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n had considered i t u s e f u l to appeal to those v h i c h had not yet acceded 
to i t to do so v.dthout delay. They hoped that the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n vjould be 
adopted by consensus. 

44. Mr. EL-SHAFEI (Sg^pt), i n t r o d u c i n g on behalf of the sponsors d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN,4 /L. 1436 r e l a t i n g to £genda item 20 (b), s a i d that i t s purpose vras 
to r e a f f i r m the c r u c i a l r o l e of t.he Commission i n the implementation of the many 
recommendations \;hich the U o r l d Conference to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
and the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n had adopted under the Programme 
f o r the Decade to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

45. Mr. EL-FATTAL (Sy r i a n Ara.b R e p u b l i c ) , i n t r o d u c i n g on behalf of the sponsors 
the amendments to d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L . 1436 proposed i n document S/CN . 4 /L . 143S) 
said that the f i r s t amendment sought only to promote the study of the s o c i a l , 
economic, c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l ca,uses of racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
and the second to b r i n g the l i o r d i n g of operative paragraph 2 i n t o l i n e v.dth that of 
the annex to General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3057 (XXVIIl) r e l a t i n g to the Decade f o r 
A c t i o n to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

4-6. R e f e r r i n g to the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n contained i n document E/CN .4/L . 1433J he 
proposed t h a t , i n operative paragraph 2, the v.̂ ords "vjhose m i l i t a r y , economic and 
other forms of a s s i s t a n c e " should be replaced by "v/hose m i l i t a r y , economic, 
f i n a n c i a l and other forms of a s s i s t a n c e , i n c l u d i n g n u c l e a r a i d " , so as to a s s i s t 
the S p e c i a l Rapporteur i.n h i s task by nialcing i t more s p e c i f i c . He hoped that the 
sponsors would accept that amendment. 

47. I'b?. EL-SHAFEI (Egypt) said "that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had no o b j e c t i o n to the 
amendments to d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L . 1436 proposed i n document E/CN .4/L . 1438• 
However, vdth regard to the f i r s t amendment, he proposed that i n the second l i n e 
the vjords "non-respect of t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y " should be i n s e r t e d a f t e r the v/ords 
" s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " , and that i n the founth l i n e the words "are root cav i s es " 
should be repla.ced by "are affiong r o o t s " . 
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48. Mr. EL-FÁTTAL ( S y r i a n Arab Republic) considered that the f i r s t amendment 
which had j u s t been proposed by the re p r e s e n t a t i v e of Egypt vjas c o n s t r u c t i v e . 
However, he would p r e f e r the replacement of the words "non-respect of t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y " by the i ^ r d s " v i o l a t i o n of the t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of S t a t e s " . 

49. Mr. GHARRY SAMPER (Colombia) s a i d that he wished to make a c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
w i t h regard to r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/L .1435) vjhich had beenadopted a t the current 
meeting. H i s de l e g a t i o n , a f t e r a b s t a i n i n g i n the vote on operative paragraph 5? 
vJhich i t regarded as ambiguous, had voted i n favour of the r e s o l u t i o n as a vihole 
on the understanding that i t s p r o v i s i o n s should not d i v e r t the Commission from 
i t s fundamental mission - the defence of human r i g h t s - and that no country would 
be able to invoke the existence of a r e v o l u t i o n a i y s i t u a t i o n , a de fa c t o 
s i t u a t i o n or a s t a t e of underdevelopment, regardless of the degree of imder-
development i n order to j u s t i f y the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s . 

The meeting rose at 6.25 p.m. 




