1983/20. Exchange of information on the activities of
the Centre for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs between the Commission
for Social Development and the Commission

on the Status of Women

The Economic and Social Council

Expressing the view that the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of In-
ternational Economic and Social Affairs should, at the
same time as it is pursuing its group-specific mandates,
pay special attention, inter afia, 1o popular participation,
local-level action and social welfare policies, in order to
make an appropriate contribution to the work of the
United Nations system in the area of the social effects of
development for the fulfilment of overall development
objectives,

Recalling the responsibilities that have been given to
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs in the follow-up to the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons and the World Assembly on Aging, and in
the preparations for the International Youth Year, the
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve-
ments of the United Nations Decade for Women and the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

1. Recognizes the necessity to exchange information
on the activities of the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs between the Commission for
Social Development and the Commission on the Status of
Women;

2. Reaffirms the need for an overview of the social
aspects of the development activities of the United Na-
tions by the Commission for Social Development;

3. Endorses the continuing efforts of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in devel-
oping activities;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to include in the
progress report to the Commission for Social Develop-
ment on the biennial work programme information on
the activities of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to develop and
maintain close collaboration between the work of the
Commission for Social Development and that of the
Commission on the Status of Women through the ex-
change of their reports in order, in particular, to ensure
the social integration of women in society in a way bene-
ficial to both women and society at large.
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1983/21. Aging

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 37/51 of 3 De-
cember 1982 by which the General Assembly endorsed
the International Plan of Action on Aging,"

Convinced that the International Plan of Action on
Aging should be considered an integral component of
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major international, regional and national strategies and
should be implemented at the international, regional and
national levels in order to enhance the quality of life of
aging individuals and to respond effectively to the eco-
nomic and social impact of the aging of populations on
development,

Recognizing that the General Assembly, in its resolu-
tion 37/51, has requested the Economic and Social Coun-
¢il, through the Commission for Social Development, to
review the implementation of the Plan of Action every
four years, beginning in 1985, and transmit its findings to
the General Assembly,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 37/51, in
which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
make use of the United Nations Trust Fund for the World
Assembly on Aging to meet the rapidly increasing needs
of the aging in developing countries,

Acknowledging the efforts of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies in the field of aging and the need
to strengthen and co-ordinate these activities to ensure
the effective implementation of the Plan of Action,

Aware that the exchange of information and experi-
ence at the international level is an effective means for
stimulating progress and encouraging the adoption of
measures to respond to the economic and social implica-
tions of the aging of populations and to meet the needs of
older persons,

. Calls upon Governments to make continuous ef-
forts to implement the International Plan of Action on
Aging at the national level and to encourage, where ap-
propriate, the maintenance of the national machinery es-
tablished for the World Assembly on Aging and the co-
operation of those committees with the United Nations
through the Centre for Social Development and Humani-
tarian Affairs, for the exchange of information at the in-
ternational and regional levels;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take such steps
as may be appropriate for the necessary strengthening of
activities in the field of aging at the central and regional
levels of the United Nations, as set forth in the Plan of
Action;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General, in promoting
the exchange of information and experience at the inter-
national level, as mandated by General Assembly resolu-
tion 37/51, to include, inter alia, the publication of an
international review on aging and to continue research
activities on the prospects and challenges of the aging of
the world’s population, to be financed from either volun-
tary contributions or existing resources;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General, in imple-
menting General Assembly resolution 37/51 concerning
the assessment, review and appraisal of the implementa-
tion of the International Plan of Action on Aging, to
convene an expert group meeting on the topic for the pur-
pose of establishing guidelines and format for the prepa-
ration of the review, to be financed from voluntary con-
tributions;

5. [Invites the intergovernmental and non-governmen-
tal organizations concerned to continue and strengthen
their efforts in this field, in co-operation with the United
Nations.
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