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The meeting was : c a l l e d -to order at 10.25 a.m.:, 

QUESTION OP THE VIOIATION OF HUlâN EIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED АЕАБ TERRITORIES, 
INCLUDING PALESTnŒ (agenda, item 4) (continued) (E/CN .4/1507 5 E/CN . 4/13O81 
E/CN,4/15091 E/CN.4/13391 E/CN.4/L.14Í9Tr 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELP-DETEPdIINATION АШ) ITS APPLICATION TO ÉEOPLES UNIER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item $) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1313 I E/CN. 4/Suh. 2/404 a.nd A d d . l ; E/cn .4/Sub.2/405) 

1 . Mr. CRISTESCU (Specia,l Ra.pporteur of the Siih-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimina,tion a.nd P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s ) sa.id tha.t the condensed v e r s i o n of 
h i s report on the h i s t o r i c a . l a.nd'current development of the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination which was before the Commission (È/CN.4/Sub.2/404 a.nd Add.l) had 
been dra.vm up i n the l i g h t of the vievrs a.nd suggestions put foCT«ra,rd by members 
of the Sub-Commission. At i t s l a t e s t s e s s i o n , the Sub-Commission ha.d recommended 
that the study should be p r i n t e d and given wide d i s t r i b u t i o n . He tha.nlced a . l l 
those who ha.d a.ssisted him i n the prepa.ra.tion of the study a.nd ha,d supported the 
recent General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n expressing a.ppreciation f o r i t . 

2. The study was a.n attempt a.t a.n i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a . r y c l a r i f i c a t i o n of a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t a,nd delica.te subject of iraporta,nce to a . l l ma.nkind, na.mely 
the r i g h t to self-determina.tion. Previous studies on the subject ha.d concentra.ted 
e x c l u s i v e l y on the p o l i t i c a l aspect of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , whereas the Intemationa.l 
Covena.nts a.lso empha.si2ed the economic, socia,l a.nd cultura.l a.spects of tha.t r i g h t , 
a.n a.pproach v/hich he had follovred. The study vra.s based e x c l u s i v e l y on 
United Na.tions instruments', sta.rting vrith the Charter, a.nd d e a l t v i i t h the p e r i o d 
f o l l o w i n g the founda.tion of the U n i t e d Nations, I t concentra.ted on the most 
topica.l problems a.nd on s p e c i f i c cases and vfa-s designed to supplement other, 
simila.r s t u d i e s prepa.red under the a.uspices of the U n i t e d Na.tions, i n c l u d i n g the 
study on the implementation of United Notions r e s o l u t i o n s on s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
made by î'îr. Gros E s p i e l l (E/CN.. 4/Sub, 2 / 4 0 5 ) , 

3 . The study vra.s designed to present an o v e r - a l l p i c t u r e of the current concept 
of the r i g h t to e e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . U n i t e d Nations accomplishments i n that regard 
a,nd the important vrorlc s t i l l to be done, f o r i t vra.s not merely an aca.demic e x e r c i s e 
but sought to provide support to the U n i t e d Na.tions and Member States i n t h e i r 
e f f o r t s to ensure respect f o r a,nd rea.liza.tion of the r i g h t to self-determina.tion. 
The U n i t e d Na.tions ha.d a,lrea.dy a,dopted many decla.ra.tory instruments on the s u b j e c t , 
but those decla.ra.tions must be tra,nsla.ted i n t o f i r m lega.l obliga.tions a.nd 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n must be ta.ken to ensure s t r i c t respect f o r the r i g h t of 
peoples to self-determina.tion. The p r o l i f e r a t i o n of r e s o l u t i o n s concerning 
independence, colonia.lism, ra.cism a.nd f o r e i g n occupa.tion vrere proof of the la.clc 
of w i l l of some na.tions, a.nd the povrerlessness of others, to implement raea.sures 
f o r g r a n t i n g independence to the peoples vrhich vrere s t i l l deprived of i t . The 
time ha.d come f o r f i r m underta.kings a.nd concrete a c t i o n to implement the r i g h t 
to self-determina.tion i n a . l l i t s a.spects. : 
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4 . The current p o l i t i c a . l context showed that the r i g h t to self-determina.tion had 
become a.n essentia,! element i n the p o l i t i c a . l l i f e of na.tions a.nd tha.t i t had a, 
considera.hle i n f l u e n c e on the p o l i t i c a . l , lega.l, economic, socia.l a.nd c u l t u r a l 
а. spects of l i f e and on the human r i g h t s , fundamental freedoms a.nd d e s t i n y of a l l 
peoples. The d e s i r e f o r freedom, a.nd independence a.nd p o l i t i c a . l , economic a.nd 
s o c i a l progress tra.s now so strong that n o t h i n g could prevent i t s rea.liza.tion. 

5-. The procla.ma.tion of the Cha.rter of the United ITa.tions had marked the f i r s t 
step i n the process of a f f i r m i n g the r i g h t to self-determina.tion a.s a. funda.menta.l 
p r i n c i p l e f o r f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s and co-operation a.mong St a t e s , F o r the f i r s t 
time, tha,t p r i n c i p l e , of interna.tiona.l la.vr, which ha.d b i n d i n g f o r c e , had been 
ha,llowedo The importa.nce of the p r i n c i p l e wa.s genera.lly recognized a,nd the 
cha.nges w i c h had taken pla.ce i n the world since the a.doption of the Cha.rter ha,d 
stressed i t s signific.a.nce, 

б. The p r i n c i p l e - of equa.l r i g h t s and self-determina.tion of peoples was the most 
importa.nt of the p r i n c i p l e s of interna.tiona.l la,w rela.ting to f r i e n d l y rela.tions 
a.nd co-opera.tion a.mong Sta.tes. Thus, interna.tiona.l co-operation vra.s incompa.tible 
v«rith any form of s u b j e c t i o n of the vrea.k by the strong. Non-intervention, a.nother 
releva.nt p r i n c i p l e of interna.tiona.l la.vr, should not be used to conceal viola.tions 
of the r i g h t to self-deteimina.tion but should serve to p r o t e c t Sta.tes a.nd peoples 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r independence; a.ny i n t e r f e r e n c e i n tha.t process vra.s a.n a.tta,ck 
on the equa.l r i g h t s of peoples a.nd t h e i r r i g h t to self~determina.tion. Tha.t 
p r i n c i p l e vra.s a.lso linlced to the renuncia.tion of the threa.t or use of f o r c e víhich 
should p r o t e c t the p o l i t i c a . l independence a.nd t e r r i t o r i a . l i n t e g r i t y of Sta.tes. Any 
aggi-ession, use or threat of f o r c e vras contra.ry to a r t i c l e 2 , pa.ra.gra.ph 4 , of the 
Cha.rter a.nd to the p r i n c i p l e of equa.l r i g h t s a,nd self-determina.tion of peoples. 

7. The rea.ffirma.tion a,nd development of the r i g h t to self-determina.tion i n the 
Decla.ration on the Gra.nting of Independence to Colonia . 1 Countries a,nd Peoples 
(General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV) ) vra.s p a . r t i c u l a r l y important since from that 
time on, the p r i n c i p l e ha.d c o n s t i t u t e d the d r i v i n g f o r c e behind the decoloniza.tion 
work of the United Na.tions, Tha.t v/ork, a.ccomplished on the ba.sis of vrha.t ha.d 
become a. verita.ble la.vr of decoloniza.tion, ha.d l e d to profound interna.tiona.l clia.nges. 
The process should be continued a.nd f u l l implementation of U n i t e d Na.tions r e s o l u t i o n s 
on the subject should be ensux-'ed. The end of colonia . 1 domina,tion wa.s novr i n s i g h t 
and soon a . l l the peoples of the vrorld vrould enjoy the b e n e f i t s of independence a.nd 
freedom, 

8. C l o s e l y l i n l c e d v r i t h colonia . 1 domina.tion, ra . c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a.nd a.pa.rtheid 
ba.sed on d o c t r i n e s of ra.cia.l d i s t i n c t i o n or ethnic or r e l i g i o u s s u p e r i o r i t y 
c o n s t i t u t e d a.n a.ffront to hiima.n conscience and d i g n i t y , a. t o t a l nega.tion of the 
purposes a.nd p r i n c i p l e s of the Cha.rter of the United Nations, a.nd a. crime a.ga,inst 
humanity. The United Na.tions should ensure f u l l implementa.tion of the lega.l 
instruments i t had a.dopted to e l i m i n a t e those scourges a.nd, to that end, ilember States 
must give the Oi-ga.niza.tion strong sxipport a,nd put a: stop t o a. l l a,ssista.nce to ra.cist 
régimes. 

9. Universa .1 respect f o r b a s i c human r i g h t s a.nd l a s t i n g peace i n the vrorld could not 
become a. r e a . l i t y vrhile unjust c o n d i t i o n s vrere a.llovred to p e r s i s t a.nd peoples vrere 
s t i l l prevented by f o r e i g n occupation from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r funda.mental r i g h t to 
independence a.nd self-deterraina.tion. The United Na.tions must therefore ta.ke urgent 
a.ction to -implement i t s r e s o l u t i o n s concerning the termina.tion of f o r e i g n occupa,tion 
a.nd the r i g h t to self-determina.tion of peoples under such occupation. 

http://rea.liza.tion
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10 . Although the t r a d i t i o n a l form of c o l o n i a l i s m was n e a r i n g i t s end, 
im p e r i a l i s m continued to e x i s t under the mask of n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m and power 
r e l a t i o n s , and to he ex e r c i s e d through e x p l o i t a t i o n of the d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
problems of the developing c o u n t r i e s r e c e n t l y l i b e r a t e d , i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e i r 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s and e f f o r t s to maintain i n e q u a l i t y , pressure, economic 
domination, i n t e r f e r e n c e , r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , subversion and the thr e a t of 
f o r c e . The co u n t r i e s vihich had acquired n a t i o n a l independence r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r 
determination to oppose any, attempt to de t r a c t from t h e i r s o v e r e i g i t y . In a 
pe r i o d when i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s were c h a r a c t e r i z e d by grov/ing interdependence 
and the d e s i r e to pursue an independent p o l i c y , the democratization of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , on the b a s i s of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , was a n e c e s s i t y . 
One of the major problems f a c i n g mankind today was that of combating unequal 
r e l a t i o n s and the domina.tion of one State by another. Those were but some of thé 
aspects which r e f l e c t e d the gro\jing importance of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
as- a p r i n c i p l e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law at the p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l l e v e l of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . 

1 1 . The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a fundamental, c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t which 
formed part of the l e g a l system e s t a b l i s h e d by the Charter. A l l peoples vrere 
e n t i t l e d to t h a t ; r i g h t , and vrithout i t s e x e r c i s e i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s could not be 
f u l l y enjoyed. I t vras therefore extremely.• important f o r the safeguarding and 
observance of bas i c human r i g h t s . Conversely, the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of 
human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms c o n t r i b u t e d to the implementation of the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

1 2 . l i h i l e the p o l i t i c a l aspect of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n vrould remain 
important, i t s economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l aspects, as recognized i n the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rig h t s , e x e r c i s e d a grovring i n f l u e n c e on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l . l i f e vrith regard to the establishment of a nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order, balanced and i n t e g r a t e d development, the promotion of economic,-
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and other human r i g h t s and freedoms. The r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n vras the cornerstone of the nevr i n t e m g , t i o n a l econom,ic and 
p o l i t i c a l order which vias needed to put an end to the e x p l o i t a t i o n :Qf the vrealc 
and the ,poor by, the strong and the r i c h and to the vridening betvreen the tvro 
groups. The main element of the nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order vras the 
permanent sovereignty of peoples over t h e i r v-realth and n a t u r a l resources, a 
component pa r t of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and a nevr concept i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l lavr r e s u l t i n g from the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n process and the for m u l a t i o n 
of human r i g h t s and freedoms i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights. 
The permanent sovereignty of States over t h e i r n a t u r a l resources had become the 
foundation stone of the development process, since the vrealth and n a t u r a l 
resources of a n a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d the m a t e r i a l ba,sis vrhich guaranteed the 
exe r c i s e of i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and other b a s i c r i g h t s . Thus, any 
e f f o r t to undermine that sovereignty vras a v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l lavr and an 
attack on the i n , t e m a t i o n a l order. Permanent s o y e r e i g i t y over n a t u r a l resources 
and v a r i o u s other norms concerning development, recognized o r proclaimed by the 
United Nations, c o n s t i t u t e d a nevr f i e l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l lavr, namely i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
development lavr. That had been elaborated i n va r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments 
c o nceming the establishment of a nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l order together vrith s p e c i f i c 
r e g u l a t i o n s governing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , the development of ag r i c u l t x r r e , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade and economic co-operation betv-reen S t a t e s , the a p p l i c a t i o n , of 
science and technology to development and the f i n a n c i n g of development,, A l l those 
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nevr norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l development ls\r, as vrell as the new concept of the 
r i g h t to development which had emerged from the d i s c u s s i o n s i n the Commission, 
were based on the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The r i g h t to development was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y important f o r the progress of manliind as a vdiole and f o r the 
safeguarding of s o c i a l . j u s t i c e at the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s . 

13 . The aim of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order v a s not only to increase 
the m a t e r i a l wealth of peoples, but a l s o to develop human beings through a 
comprehensive c u l t u r a l process i n v o l v i n g the environment, s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , 
education and general w e l l - b e i n g . Man mu.st be the c e n t r a l element i n the 
development process, whose general aim must be to créale equal s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r a l l i n d i v i d u a l s so that they could develop i n accordance w i t h t h e i r 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s and a p t i t u d e s . The United Nations must promote and develop the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a l i o n since i t wa.s the b a s i s f o r the enjoyment and progress 
of i n d i v i d u a l human r i g h t s and vras e^ctremely im.portant f o r the advancement of 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s i n every n a l i o n . 

14. The study he ha.d prepared contained seven chapters and a number of 
conclusions, vrhich vrere f u r t h e r developed i n the recommendations f o r a c t i o n to be 
midertalcen by the United Nations and Member States (E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/404/Add. 1 ). He 
had recommended that the a c t i o n i n i t i a t e d by the United Nations and i t s Members 
should be continued and that nevr measures to ensure the f u l l r e a l i z a l i o n o f the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the areas of greatest contemporary concern should 
be adopted. C o l o n i a l i s m , n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m , racism, apartheid, f o r e i g n occupation 
and other forms of v i o l a t i o n of the i-ight to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a l i o n should be 
eradicated. Strong measures should be 3,dopted to e s t a b l i s h t x u l j democratic 
r e l a t i o n s betvreen S t o l e s . Further recommendations concerned a r e v i s i o n of the 
Charter that vrould maJce i t the c h a r t e r of the e r a d i c a l i o n of c o l o n i a l i s m i n a l l 
i t s forms and a c h a r t e r of the r i g h t s of peoples and an i n t e r n a t i o n a l instrument 
such as to ensure the a f f i r m a t i o n of every people and thereby open up the 
prospect of progress and peace f o r the vrhole vrorld and the need f o r the 
United Nalions alvra^ys to be capable of guaranteeing the r i g h t of peoples to choose 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l status by combating any forta of aggression, i n t e r v e n t i o n or 
pressure aga.inst S-rates and peoples. • He had a l s o dravn a t t e n t i o n to the ha.rmful 
e f f e c t s of a l l forms of domination of one S t a l e by another and had suggested the 
p r e p a r a l i o n and adoption of a, xraiversal code of conduct p r o c l a i m i n g the 
fimdamental r i g h t s and d u t i e s of S t a t e s , vrhich vrould be p a r t i c u l a r l y important 
f o r the promotion, i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e , of nevr r e l a t i o n s betvreen peoples, 
nations and S t a l e s . 

15. The study f u r t h e r recommended t h a i the United Nations should undertalce a 
thorough and systematic a n a l y s i s of those economic and s o c i a l problems that vrere 
of v i t a l importance f o r the peace, progress and p r o s p e r i t y of the peoples of 
mankind, and should dravr up p r e c i s e standards and s p e c i a l a c t i o n programmes f o r 
the altainment of the nevr i a t e m a l i o n a l economic order. Moreover, mea.sures vrere 
required at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l to promote economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l 
development, p r r t i c u . l a r l y to secure a more e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of income and 
vrealth, the e l i m i n a t i o n of himger and m a l n u t r i t i o n , the reduction of unemployment 
and underemployment, the improvement of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of s o c i a l s e r v i c e s and 
broad democralic p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l 
a f f a i r s I the United Nations should a s s i s t those e f f o r t s . I t vras e s p e c i a l l y 
important to ensure, at the intemo/fcional l e v e l , respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e s , and 
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the implementation of d e c i s i o n s , r e l a t i n g to the establishment of tho new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order, as w e l l as to seciire the developed coLintries' 
contribut'ion to the economic and .social development of the developing c o u n t r i e s . 
In the context of i t s human r i g h t s - r e l a t e d a . c t i v i t i e s , the United Nations should 
undertake p r a c t i c a ^ , f a r - r e a c h i n g and long-term m.easures to promote the economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l progress of peoples, thus c o n t r i b u t i n g to the implementation 
of the economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l and to the 
a f f i r m a t i o n of the r i g h t to development as a fundamenta.l human r i g h t . I t was 
a l s o necessary f o r the U i i i t e d Nations s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and continuously to support 
St a t e s ' endeavours to ensure the achievement of fundamental human r i g h t s , the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t i e s and a l l forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , and the 
establishment of equal, genuine and e f f e c t i v e r i g h t s to work, i n s t r u c t i o n , 
education, c u l t u r e and the b e n e f i t s of c i v i l i z a t i o n . The United Nations should 
a l s o OvSsist i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to ensure mass dissemination of informa t i o n 
ifhich would promote f r i e n d s h i p among peoples, respect f o r each people's 
t r a d i t i o n s and c u l t u r e and. awareness of man's best achievements i n a l l spheres of 
human a c t i v i t y and laiowledge. 

16. The study a l s o recommended that the United Nations should maiœ ал o v e r - a l l 
examination of progress achieved i n the establishment of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order and i n the implementation both of a l l a.spects of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and of economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . 
W i t h i n the United Nations development s t r a t e g y , c o - o r d i n a t i o n sliould be ensured 
between economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development, on the one hand, and progress 
a.chieved i n respect of human- r i g h t s , on the other, hxi o v e r - a l l vievr of the 
achievement of the economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l a.spects of the r i g h t 
to self-d.etermination was necessary, since those d i f f e r e n t aspects were c u r r e n t l y 
d e a l t with by_a v a r i e t y of United Nations bodies and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies. 
Progress achieved i n the f i e l d of s o c i a l development should be analysed i n 
conju n c t i o n w i t h that achieved i n the human r i g h t s f i e l d , and.for that purpose 
c l o s e r c o - o r d i n a t i o n was required between the v3,rious United Nations bodies 
d e a l i n g w i t h those r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s . 

17 . He awaited w i t h i n t e r e s t the views and comments of members of the Commission, 
vdiich he hoped would adopt a r e s o l u t i o n recommending that the study should be 
pu.blished, 

18. Mr. YOUSSIF (Iraq) commended the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on h i s v e i y c o n s t r u c t i v e 
and i n t e r e s t i n g study, which covered a l l aspects of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
In view of the close r e l a t i o n s h i p between the r i g h t to development arid c i v i l , 
p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s , he suggested that the study sliould be 
taken i n t o account when the Commission considered agenda item 0. 

19 . One important aspect which perhaps r e q u i r e d more d e t a i l e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n was 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u r i d i c a l stat^is of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements w i t h i n the 
United Nations context f o r , i n the view of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , the f a c t that such 
movements lie re i n v i t e d to attend meetings as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of peoples 
s t r u g g l i n g against i m p e r i a l i s m and c o l o n i a l i s m c o n s t i t u t e d a tu r n i n g - p o i n t i n 
the h i s t o r y of the United Nations. 
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2 0 . His d e l e g a t i o n supported both the conclusions and the recoinnendations set- out 
i n the study and the recommendation of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and. P r o t e c t i o n of i i i n o r i t i e s that the study should be p r i n t e d , 
given wid.e d i s t r i b u t i o n and submitted to the General Assembly a t the e a i - l i e s t 
p o s s i b l e date, 

2 1 . The CHA-IPJ-'IAn said, that i n f o r m a t i o n concerning the f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
the proposal to p u b l i s h I-fr. C r i s t e s c u ' s study would be provided by the S e c r e t a r i a t 
in- due course. 

2 2 . I'ir. SHERIF IS (Cj^prus) said, that the importance i n p r a c t i c a l terms of the 
r-ight to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was borne out by the very f a c t that the membership of 
the United Hâtions had t r i p l e d since the Organization's establishment, mainly as 
a r e s u l t of the ex e r c i s e of that r i g h t by. peoples who had emerged from c o l o n i a l r u l e 
to ind.ependencè'and statehood.. The United. Nations r i g h t l y took prid.e i n i t s 
outstanding work i n that f i e l d . , 3.nd a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l instrmnents and. 
r e s o l u t i o n s , such as General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV), gave l e g a l e f f e c t ' 
to that r i g h t . Under those instruments, States had a duty not only to r e f r a i n 
from measures aimed at d e p r i v i n g peoples of the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination biit a l s o to res p e c t , promote and a s s i s t i n i t s a p p l i c a t i o n . 
Although that o b l i g a t i o n was addressed f i r s t and foremost to c o l o n i a l and 
occupying powers, i t vjas a l s o add.ressed to the world coimiiunity at l a r g e , which 
could, not and. should, not remain i n d . i f f e r e n t to the s t r u g g l e of indigenous peoples 
f o r t h e i r r i g h t s i n southern A f r i c a , the l-'Iiddle East and elsewhere. 

2 3 . His d e l e g a t i o n shared the view of I-Ir. Gros E s p i e l l that f o r e i g n occupation of 
a t e r r i t o r y c o n s t i t u t e d an absolute v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to 3elf-determ.ination. 
I t maintained that f o r e i g n occupation, which was an act cond.emned by modern 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, had no v a l i d l e g a l e f f e c t . I t j o i n e d i n the u n i v e r s a l 
cond.emnation of a l l attempts to d.isrupt the n a t i o n a l u n i t y or t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y 
of any country. I t al s o considered as an unlawful a c t , expressly so defined, by 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the uprootin g of the indigenous p o p u l a t i o n from occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s , the r e f u s a l to allow displaced, persons to r e t u r n to t h e i r a n c e s t r a l 
homes and the im.plantation of s e t t l e r s from, abroad f o r the purpose of changing 
the demographic s t r u c t u r e of occupied, t e r r i t o r i e s . . 

2 4 . His d e l e g a t i o n joined w i t h others i n expressing profound, r e g r e t that there 
should s t i l l be States which d i r e c t l y v i o l a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and s p e c i f i c • 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Fourth Geneva Convention, thus f l a g r a n t l y d.enying b a s i c human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, Fi,irthermore, peoples- imder f o r e i g n domination 
were denied, the r i g h t f r e e l y to pursue t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l ' 
development, which formed pa r t of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , f o r they were 
obliged to devote t h e i r resources to self-defence r a t h e r than to t h e i r s o c i a l and. 
economic advancement. 

2 5 . Turning to the rep o r t of the S p e c i a l Cominittee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s 
A f f e c t i n g the Human Rights of the Popu l a t i o n of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (А/33/356) , 
he noted with profound, r e g r e t tho statement i n paragraph 128 to the e f f e c t that a 
p o l i c y of settlement and. annexation e x i s t e d and that i t s a p p l i c a t i o n was being 
accelerated... He al s o noted the statement that the occupying power should, not 
p e r s i s t i n denying the r i g h t to r e t u r n to the c i v i l i a n s who had f l e d the t e r r i t o r i e s 
d.uring and. ñm-iied.iately a f t e r the June I967 h o s t i l i t i e s . The S p e c i a l Committee 
concluded, that the occupying power fo l l o w e d a p o l i c y which was i n v i o l a t i o n of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s a r t i c l e s 47 and 4 9 . Above a l l , 
hovjever, h i s d.elegation subscribed to the view that the fimd.amental v i o l a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s l a y i n the v e v y f a c t of occupation. 
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26. I t had been s a i d that no n a t i o n could be r e a l l y f r e e i f i t held another 
i n s u b j e c t i o n . I t might a l s o be s a i d that no n a t i o n could f e e l r e a l l y f r e e i f 
i t remained i n d i f f e r e n t to the s u b j e c t i o n of another. 

27. I-tr. ERI-IàCOI-til ( A u s t r i a ) s a i d that the study introduced by îfr. C r i s t e s c u 
h i g h l i g h t e d the interdepend.ence of p o l i t i c a l and economic r i g h t s and the l i n l c 
between the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the r i g h t to development, . However, 
since s t u d i e s prepared, i n the United Nations framework were not only academic 
i n nature but were a l s o intended, to serve f o r purposes of p o l i c y d.etermination, 
i t was necessary to consider how f a r a study of the kind under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
could, be a p p l i e d to s p e c i f i c s i t u a t i o n s or cases. 

28. Paragraph I54 of the stud.y contained the important suggestion that 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a form of jus cogens, and the same idea had. been expressed 
by I'tr. Gros E s p i e l l on a previous occasion. However, the paragraph r e f e r r e d 
only to the Vienna Convention on the Law of T r e a t i e s and then went on to s t a t e 
that no United Nations instrimient conferred such a peremptory chai-acter on the 
r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . There was ther e f o r e a c e r t a i n divergency 
between the p o s i t i o n s adcpted, r e s p e c t i v e l y , by i i r . Gros E s p i e l l and Î-Ir, C r i s t e s c u . 

29. The second important problem concerned the b e n e f i c i a r i e s of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
There, the stud.y f a i l e d to c l a r i f y the s i t u a t i o n i n a c e r t a i n number of s p e c i f i c 
cases, such as that of d.ivid.ed peoples or nations and that of m i n o r i t i e s , l / l i i l e 
l l r , C r i s t e s c u , i n paragraph 279 of h i s study, r e f e r r e d to a p r i n c i p l e expounded 
i n the D e c l a r a t i o n on P r i n c i p l e s of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law concerning F r i e n d l y Piolations 
and Co-operation among States, he d.id not deal with the very d e l i c a t e problem of 
a country without a governiBent which represented, the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n of i t s ' 
t e r r i t o r y . In the view of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , c e r t a i n n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s could be 
consid.ered to be peoples and., t h e r e f o r e , .benef 1с1э.г1ез of the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination, 

3 0 . With regard to the content of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , he str e s s e d 
the importance of paragraphs 208 and 3ОО et seq., which studied the various 
elements of self~d,etermination. However, the study did. not ind.icate who had, 
the r i g h t to f r e e a s s o c i a t i o n , to i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h an independent State or to 
choose and develop an i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l system. 

3 1 . Perhaps the most important p o i n t which had not been emphasized i n the study 
was the d.ifference between the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and. the method.s of 
a p p l i c a t i o n of that r i g h t , i n c l u d i n g the r o l e of the United Nations and of 
Sta t e s . I t was necessary to be r e a l i s t i c and. to emphasize that the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n and, therefore., t h a t 
people who were .claiming that r i g h t should not alxi/ays be o v e r l y o p t i m i s t i c 
about t h e i r chances of being able to exer c i s e i t . I n p a r t i c u l a r . , i t should be 
str e s s e d that the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was not only a law of d.ecolonization; 
that r a i s e d the. question of who vjas e n t i t l e d to make use of f r e e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h • 
another State, i n t e g r a t i o n with an independent State and the other forms set out 
i n paragraph 319* 
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3 2 . Although the study MOS e x c e l l e n t and should he puhlished, i t was only the 
sta.rting-point f o r more thorough d i s c u s s i o n w i t h i n the United Ua.tions system of 
the r i g h t ' to self-determina.tion 

53• Mr» ORTIZ (C'uha.) sa.id tha.t the very serious o,uestion of the v i o l a . t i o n of 
huraa,n r i g h t s i n the occupied Ага.Ъ t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Pa.lestine, should continue 
to receive p r i o r i t y a.ttention from world p u b l i c o p i n i o n , the Genera.l Assembly, 
the S e c u r i t j ' C o u n c i l , the Economic a.nd Socia.l C o u n c i l and the othei- United Ua.tions 
bodies concerned, i n c l u d i n g of course the Coi^inssion, which via.s deeply conmiitted 
to the. l o t of the people l i v i n g i n or d r i v e n from the t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by 
Isra.el. Despite the hundreds of decla.ra.tions, d e c i s i o n s a.nd r e s o l u t i o n s tha.t ha.d 
been a.dopted on the ma.ttor, Ьшип r i g h t s continued to be outra,geously viola.ted by 
the inva.ding power. There wa.s no la.ch of evidence a.s to the r e a l i t y of those 
viol.a.tions, which .continued to be denied only by those who v.̂ ere b l i n d or del i b e r a . t e l y 
ignored i h e f a c t s beca.use of t h e i r o \ i n p e t t y i n t e r e s t s . The Comjnission, which had 
been provided yet a.ga.in v/ith f r e s h proof of httraa.n r i g h t s viola.tiono i n the occupied 
Ara.b t e r r i t o i - i e s a,nd of the fa.te s u f f e r e d by the Pa,lestinia.n people luider the yoke 
of the occupying pov/ei-, vras under a.n o b l i g a t i o n ti) take more e f f e c t i v e steps to. put 
a.n end to the situa.tion. I t v/a.s fa.ced v/ith the need to conduct a, thorough 
inv e s t i g a . t i o n of the reasons v/hich ms.de i t p o s s i b l e f o r Isra.el to continue to 
v i o l a t e v/ith impunity the huma.n r i g h t s of m i l l i o n s of people, v/hile the fa.rce of . 
"pea.ce ta.lks" v/a.s pla.yed out a.t Ca.mp Da,vid v/ithout the pa.rticipa.tion of the pa.rties 
most intima.tely concerned. 

54. I n va.rious interna,tiona.l forums the Isra.el r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s p e r s i s t e d i n t h e i r 
denia.l of the v/ell-foun.ded a.ccusa.tions brought a.ga.inst Isra.el, v/hich continued to 
jeopa.rdize pea.ce a.nd s e c u r i t y i n the Middle East a.nd to f l o u t interna.tiona.l 
instniments such a.s the Universa .1 Decla.ra.tion of Huma.n Rights a.nd the 1949 Geneva. 
Conventions, v/ith the moral, economic a.nd m i l i t a r y support of certa.in Governments. 
The Governments v/hich gra.nted such support v/ere a.iding a.nd a.betting the development 
of aionism as a.n inhuna.n ideologj'-. Racism, ha.d a.lrea.dy given b i r t h to na.zisra, 
v/hich ha.d perpetrated h o r r o r s unpi.-'ecedented i n the h i s t o r y of ma.nlcind; the 
exa.cerba.tion and unhindered promotion of na.tiona.list and ra.cist i n t e r e s t s could 
lea.d ma.hkind to v.dtness a.nother holoca.ust v/ith g-ra.ve repercussions f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
pea.ce a.nd s e c u r i t y . 

55» The r i g h t of peoples to self-determina.tion v/as one of the most importa.nt r i g h t s 
f o r manlcind as a vrhole and was of p a r t i c u l a . r significa.nce f o r the peoples v/ho were 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r true independence and freedom from colonia.lism a.nd neo-colonia.lism. 
Despite the overthrovr of colonia.lism i n ma.ny c o u n t r i e s , there \reve s t i l l ma.ny 
regions virhere peoples' r i g h t s vrere not only denied f u l l e x e r c i s e 'but vrere o f t e n 
g r o s s l y viola.ted, a.s ha.s been, pointed out i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n to 
document E/CÏÏ.4/Sub.2/404. I n that conne:;ion, h i s delega.tion a.ga.in denounced 
United Sta.tes ma.noeuvres a.iaed a.t denying the Cuba.n people t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f -
determina.tion, by the continued economic blocka.de and the ma.intena.nce of the na.va.l 
base a.t Gua.nta'na.mo. 

56. During the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, Cuba ha.d r e i t e r a t e d 
the importa.nce i t a.tta.ched to the gra.nting of independence to the peoples of 
southern A f r i c a . a.nd to the e r a d i c a t i o n of colonia.lism, neo-colonia.lism, ra.cism 
a.nd a.pa.rtheid. The grea.test obstacle to the era.dica.tion of those e v i l s v/a.s the 
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support given by Western c a p i t a l i s t i n t e r e s t s to ra.cist régimes by such mea.ns a.s • 
the use of mercena.ries a.ga.inst na.tiona.l freedom f i g h t e r s a.nd the s u b j e c t i o n of 
newly-independent na.tions to r e f i n e d methods of neo- c o l o n i a . l i s t domina,tion. Other 
exa.mples of imperia.lism a.t work vrere Nica.ra.gua., v/here a, corrupt a.nd unpopul3.r 
régime vras supported by i m p e r i a . l i s t i n t e r e s t s ; Puerto R i c o , vrhere some-80-years 
of c o l o n i a l domination had cost the l i v e s of ma.ny p a t r i o t s ; a.nd the United Sta.tes 
i t s e l f , vrhere the Indian peoples, a.s vrell a.s the bla.ck a.nd Puerto Ricâ.n m i n o r i t i e s , 
ha.d been denied t h e i r huma.n r i g h t s . I n that connexion, a. representa.tive of the 
Un i t e d States Government ha.d promised to give the Gommission a. r e p l y to the 
a.llega.tions submitted by the Interna.tiona.l India.n Trea.ty C o u n c i l ; the Cuba.n 
de l e g a t i o n deemed i t essentia.l to revea.l the true f a c t s of the huma.n ri.ghts • s i t u a t i o n 
hidden behind the consumer s o c i e t y ' s fa.ca.de. 

37. Mrs. MKSIflU PAÎ TDIT (India) s a i d that I n d i a had alvrays accorded the highest 
importa.nce a.hd urgency to f u l f i l m e n t of the r i g h t s of self-determina.tion f o r a l l 
peoples s t i l l under coloráa.l or a.lien domina.tion. I t ha.d been a,mong the f i r s t 
covuitries to breá.k the sha.ckles of colonia.l oppression a.fter the Second World Wa.r, 
a.nd i t noted w i t h sa.tisfa.ction tha.t ma.ny na.tions ha.d a.chieved na.tiono.l independence 
during the pa.st 3O yea.rs. 

38. There vra.s a. mora.l obliga.tion to help those peoples s t i l l s t r u g g l i n g a.ga.inst 
colonia.lism a.nd ra.cia.l discrimina.tion. The s t u d i e s conta.ined i n 
documents E/CH .4/Sub .2/404 and E/C1I.4/Sub.2/405 shovred tha.t the r i g h t t o s e l f -
determination was bomid up vrith complex l e g a l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l a.nd 
culture,! aspects and was th e r e f o r e d i f f i c u l t to d e f i n e . I t vras a. c o l l e c t i v e 
r i g h t vrhich nevertheless concerned i n d i v i d u a . l s , a.nd vrà.s a l s o a. funda.menta.l r i g h t 
without v^rhich other i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s a.nd freedoms could not be enjoyed. Moreover, 
i t ha.d to be considered i n • co n j u n c t i o n vrith such other funda.menta.l principles-a.s 
sovereign eqiia.lity of Sta.tes, t e r r i t o r i a . l i n t e g r i t y a.nd no n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n other 
Sta.tes' interna.l a f f a . i r s , vrhich together c o n s t i t u t e d the ba.sis f o r mutua.l 
co-opera.tion upon vrhich the u n i t e d S a t i o n s depended. 

39» The vrords "the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " i n a . r t i c l e 1 of the tvro 
Intema.tional Covena.nts on Пита,п Rights a.pplied to peoples xmder f o r e i g n domination, 
not to sovereign States or to a s e c t i o n of a people or n a t i o n . As noted i n 
docujûent E/CIÎ.4/Sub.2/404, the purpose of i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
i n intema.tiona.l instruments vra.s not to encoura.ge s e c e s s i o n i s t movements or f o r e i g n 
i n t e r f e r e n c e , a.nd i t vras necessary to safegaia.rd the p o l i t i c a l independence a.nd 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of a. State vrhich respected the equa.l r i g h t s of peoples and 
t h e i r r i g h t to self-determina.tion a.nd to a. Government representa.tive of the 
po p u l a t i o n as a. vrhole. 

4 0 . With rega.rd to pa.ra.gra.ph 253 of déciment E/cn.4/Sub.2/405,- the I-ndia.n 
delega.tion had recorded, both i n the Commission at a previous s e s s i o n a.nd i n the 
Genera.l Assembly a.t i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , i t s strong reserva.tions a.bout the 
reference to Jammu a.nd lia.shmir. India. rema.ined f i r m l y opposed to the i n c l u s i o n 
of those t e r r i t o r i e s i n the l i s t concerned. 
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41 . № . ALLâNA (Pakistan) said that the r i g h t of, s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the enjoyment of most other hujiian r i g h t s and fundamental freed,oms 
and, i n recent years had, manifested i t s e l f i n the achievement, by many peoples, of 
n a t i o n a l independence - a process i n which the united, Nations had played, a 
s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e . P a k i s t a n i t s e l f had come in t o existence through the exercise 
of that r i g h t and. had, e s t a b l i s h e d a sovereign State i n which the people's 
t r a d , i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n , , c u l t u r e and ideologiy would be upheld; t h e r e f o r e , i t 
n a t u r a l l y supported, the e x e r c i s e of that r i g h t by a l l peoples recognized, as 
e n t i t l e d to i t . . 

42. Among the instruments r e c o r d i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's e f f o r t s to 
promote u n i v e r s a l r e a l i z a t i o n of that r i g h t were the Charter and. General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s 1514 (XV) and 2б49 (XXV). In roisponse to the l a t t e r r e s o l u t i o n , which 
had. been introd.uced. by P a k i s t a n , the study contained i n docment E/CN.4/Sub.2/405 
had been prepared., and. h i s d e l e g a t i o n had already welcomed i t s comprehensive 
examination of the question of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . He f u l l y agreed with the 
observation, i n that docuiiient, that the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n remained, to be 
exerci s e d i n many pa r t s of the world, i n c l i i d i n g Hamibia,. Zimbabwe, P a l e s t i n e and 
Jammu and. Kashmir. His d.elegation a l s o welcomed, the h i s t o r i c a l review, i n 
document E/CN.4/Sub.2/4ü4, of the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and hod noted the 
wealth of m a t e r i a l provided i n that document. 

4 3 . Since the establishment of the United Nations, most nations and peoples under 
c o l o n i a l and. a l i e n d.omination had r e a l i z e d t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 
had. taken t h e i r place i n the Organization as sovereign e n t i t i e s . In a d d i t i o n , . 
the peoples of southern A f r i c a had. made g r a t i f y i n g progress i n t h e i r s t r uggle for-
self-d.etermination and n a t i o n a l ind.ependencé. However, over 30 m i l l i o n people 
were s t i l l und.er c o l o n i a l domination, and, m i l l i o n s more were prevented., by f o r e i g n 
domination and m i l i t a r y occupation, from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
P a k i s t a n d.eplored. the continued, r e s i s t a n c e of the P r e t o r i a and S a l i s b u r y i-egimes 
to n a t i o n a l ind.epend.ence i n Namibia, the achievement of genuine m a j o r i t y r u l e i n 
Zimbabwe and. the gr a n t i n g of eqtial r i g h t s to the indigenous people of South A f r i c a . 
Pak i s t a n would continue to sirpport the s t r u g g l e being waged by the peoiDles of 
southern A f r i c a snd. f e l t sure that they would soon triumph over the c o l o n i a l and 
r a c i s t régimes, 

44" At the same time, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had. noted w i t h concern recent 
attempts to i n t e r f e r e i n c o u n t r i e s ' i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s and to create "sphei-es of 
i n f l u e n c e " . Such t h r e a t s to the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and t h e i r attendant 
dangers f o r peace and. s e c u r i t y , should, be guarded against by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, p a r t i c u l a r l y the- t h i r d world.. 

45* With regard, to the s i t u a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e , the r e p o r t s of the Sp e c i a l Cominittee 
to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Plights of the Po p u l a t i o n of 
the Occupied. T e r r i t o r i e s provided, c l e a r evidence of tho I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s ' 
inhumane measures aimed, at strengthening t h e i r hold, on the area by t e r r o r i z i n g the 
Arab popula t i o n , c r e a t i n g further* settlements and. r e v i s i n g the land's demographic, 
c u l t u r a l and l e g a l s t r u c t u r e - a s i t u a t i o n which had prompted the Commission to 
send a telegram to the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s a few d.ays p r e v i o u s l y . The Commission 
had. already cond.emned such • a c t i o n s , which contravened the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and. could, therefore be described, as war crimes and crimes against humanity. The 
Sp e c i a l Committee had r i g h t l y concluded that human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the 
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occupied t e r r i t o r i e s stemmed b a s i c a l l y from the very f a c t of m i l i t a r y occupation' 
by I s r a e l , whose p o l i c y , looked at i n a h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , was c l e a r l y 
designed to annex a l l P a l e s t i n e and. the t e r r i t o r y of neighbouring Arab Sta t e s . 
I s r a e l had sought c o n s t a n t l y not only to enlarge the t e r r i t o r y imder i t s c o n t r o l 
but to change i t s demographic and p h y s i c a l character by means of Jewish 
settlements and the d.esecration of Moslem and. C h r i s t i a n s h r i n e s . There could be 
l i t t l e hope f o r peace or f o r observance of human r i g h t s i n the r e g i o n so long.as' 
that p o l i c y v/as pursued. The Commission must again s t r o n g l y condemn I s r a e l ' s 
d i s r e g a r d of c i v i l i z e d cond.uct and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and must s t r e s s that peace 
could be achieved only i f I s r a e l withdrew i t s m i l i t a r y presence and settlements, 
accepted the c r e a t i o n of a sovereign P a l e s t i n i a n State and r e s t o r e d the Holy C i t y 
of Jerusalem to Arab sovereignty. I t must a l s o seek to b r i n g home to world. . 
o p i n i o n the true s i t u a t i o n i n that r e g i o n and thé j u s t i c e of the P a l e s t i n i a n cause. 

46. № . TO^EVSKI (Yugo s l a v i a ) s a i d he was concerned, to note that the s i t u a t i o n 
r egarding observance of b a s i c human r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e , as i n other I s r a e l i -
occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , had worsened during the past year, as a r e s u l t of 
I s r a e l ' s general a t t i t u d e toxtórds the P a l e s t i n i a n people's d e s i r e f o r s e l f -
determination,' I s r a e l ' s long-term p o l i c y , as expressed d,uring the past months, 
was widening the gap between the p a r t i e s concerned, and making a genuine s o l u t i o n of 
the Mid.dle East problem even harder to achieve, 

47» The b a s i c problem was that I s r a e l viewed, s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n terms of 
i t s so-called, h i s t o r i c a l r i g h t to neighbouring t e r r i t o r i e s 5 that was э f i c t i o n 
employed by others i n the past as a p r e t e x t f o r conquest, expansion, occupation 
and. domination - i n short, a repud.iation of other peo]ples' r i g h t s to s e l f -
determination and- independent development, 

'43, I n no case was there any j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t a k i n g or w i t h h o l d i n g such r i g h t s 
from any people. In the case of the P a l e s t i n i a n people, t h e r e f o r e , the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l coimnunity could, not approve I s r a e l ' s expansionist p o l i c y , which 
had provoked, the P a l e s t i n i a n people to a l e g i t i m a t e s t r u g g l e f o r freedom. 

49* The P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n l a y at the core of the 
M d d l e East c r i s i s , Yugoslavia had from the outset advocated a peaceful 
settlement based on I s r a e l ' s withd.r3Wal from a l l the t e r r i t o r i e s occupied a f t e r 
June 1967 and the r e c o g n i t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to freed,om and. 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , independence and. sovereignty, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to e s t a b l i s h 
i t s own State, together with the a f f i r m a t i o n of the r i g h t of a l l c o u n t r i e s and 
peoples of the r e g i o n to independent and secure development, 

50, The P a l e s t i n i a n people, and t h e i r sole l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e the 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Organization, were a r e a l i t y and an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. Therefore, no l a s t i n g peace i n the r e g i o n , and hence 
i n the world, could be achieved, without the PLC's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
Por over 50 years the P a l e s t i n i a n people had been subjected to aggression, e x i l e 
and. 'deprivation. That people had. the same r i g h t s as any other; no p o l i c y of 
displacement and c o l o n i z a t i o n could, o b l i t e r a t e those r i g h t s , and. no power could, 
r e s i s t such a people's j u s t s t r u g g l e f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 
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5 1 . Ilr. AYECTI ( N i g e r i a ) s a i d that s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n \-ms an ongoing process which 
meant that nev/ly independent and emerging natio n s must he allowed to develop even 
a f t e r the achievement of p o l i t i c a l independence. Hence the United Nations must 
not only promote c o l l e c t i v e auction to h i g h l i g h t , condemn and discourage v/anton 
d i s r e g a r d of the h a s i c r i g i i t s of peoples e^eryi-ihere; i t must also concern i t s e l f 
w i t h impediments to the f r e e e x e r c i s e of s e l f - d e t e n n i n a t i o n and \ri.th freedom from 
a l i e n domination or f o r e i g n occupation. The Commission must stea.dfastly oppose 
the a c q u i s i t i o n of t e r r i t o i y by f o r c e of arms under any p r e t e x t whatsoever. No 
argument could j u s t i f y the occupation of Arab t e r r i t o r i e s i n the I l i d d l e East or 
the subjugation of the indigenous population i n sou.thern A f r i c a . The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must condemn the recruitment and deployment of 
mercenaries anyi/here i n the world because they represented a d e s t a b i l i z i n g f o r c e 
and must be regarded as i n t e r n a t i o n a l outlavvs. I t must a l s o be recognized that 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l corporations had c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d themselves as agents of coercion 
and d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n , i n h i b i t i n g the f r e e e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t s of economic and 
p o l i t i c a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . F i n a l l y , h i s country urged the vigorous condemnation 
of those f o r e i g n Povrers viho, u n i n v i t e d , chose to see themselves as the saviours of 
s m a l l , wealc and economically underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s and arrogated to themselves 
the r i g h t to intervene i n the a t f a l r s of those c o u n t r i e s v/ith m i l i t a i y f o r c e . 

52. Novrhere v/ere the e f f e c t s of a l i e n domination and occupation more inhuman and 
degrading than i n southem A f r i c a . His country v/as r e s o l u t e l y opposed to the 
r a c i s t m i n o r i t y régimes i n southern. A f r i c a and v/ould continue i t s e f f o r t s to combat 
them and to support those v/ho vrere p h y s i c a l l y committed to the l i b e r a t i o n of 
Zimbabv/e, Namibia and South A f r i c a so that A f r i c a could then be genuinely f r e e . In 
that connexion, United Nations e f f o r t s to dismantle apartheid must be i n t e n s i f i e d . 
H i s country/ v/elcomed the forv/a,rd-looking p o l i c y of a fev/ Governments i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l l y advanced c o u n t r i e s to h a l t a l l forms of f u r t h e r investment i n 
South A f r i c a and condemned those v/hich continued to f r u s t r a t e the e f f o r t s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community by co-operating v/ith the r a c i s t régimes. Niger-ia looked 
forv/ard to the day v/hen a l l peoples could e x e r c i s e the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and achieve t o t a l freedom from c o l o n i a l and other forms of domination and 
oppression. 

53. Mr. Garvalov ( B u l g a r i a ) took the Chair. 

54» Ms. GUEUIAN (Uruguay) s a i d that the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n v/as a b a s i c 
n a t u r a l r i g h t and a fun6.amental source of a l l other human r i g h t s . Her country 
therefore supported a l l measures aimed at l i b e r a t i n g peoples from c o l o n i a l or 
a l i e n domination and a c h i e v i n g s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n must be 
defined comprehensively, a.s a concept i n c l u d i i i g p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l elements, and d i d not end v/ith the achievement of independence. There 
v/as a l s o a c l o s e connexion betv/een tho p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and that 
of n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of other States. As to the means f o r 
a c h i e v i n g independence, her d e l e g a t i o n v/as convinced that a l l c o n f l i c t s should be 
solved through dialogue and c o n s u l t a t i o n i n accordance v/ith the p r i n c i p l e s of the 
Charter of the United Nations and v/as f i r m l y opposed to the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n of 
v i o l e n c e as a method to achieve that end. She drev/ a t t e n t i o n i n that connexion to 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to Coloniaol Countries and Peoples 
and to a r t i c l e 1 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights. Her 
country a c c o r d i n g l y supported the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t of the Namibian people to 
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independence and acl-cnovrledged the United n a t i o n s ' major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n that 
connexion. I t endorsed the r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n people to .a sovereign and 
independent State but at the same time favoured guarantees f o r the t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y of I s r a e l . I t al s o supported the peace t a l k s begun by Egypt and I s r a e l 
to V70rk out a s o l u t i o n to the problem. 

55« . Ifa*. Beaulne (СапеЛа) resumed the Chair. 

56. Fix. 1-Ш!гУШ81СУ (United States of America) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n deeply 
r e g r e t t e d that the debate on item 4 ha,d begun w i t h a d e c i s i o n talœn outside the 
Commission's r u l e s of procedure; that c o n s t i t u t e d a d i s t u r b i n g sign that r a t i o n a l 
d i s c u s s i o n i n the Commission, at l e a s t on some matters, was beside the p o i n t and 
r a i s e d the deeper question as to why the Comm-ission debated the iss u e s i n v o l v e d 
at a l l . The r e s u l t s were preordained and the r u l e s of procedure.váiich were 
designed to pr o t e c t the r i g h t s of every United Nations member•Government that 
might be a f f e c t e d by c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the item were made subject to the a r b i t r a r y 
w i l l of the m a j o r i t y . 

57. His Government was deeply d i s t u r b e d by r e p o r t s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n 
the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and was concerned about the establishment of I s r a e l i 
settlements there. The most promising means of d e a l i n g w i t h that issue v;as 
s u c c e s s f u l implementation of the Camp David agreements, and i t hoped that a l l 
concerned V70uld talce p a r t i c u l a r pains to do not h i n g which would impede f u r t h e r 
progress v h o n the Camp David t a l k s were resumed. 

58. His Government's ovm conclusions regarding the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
the area had appeared i n an oft e n misunderstood report issued by the 
United S t a t e s Stats Department. He wished to s t r e s s that there was a very 
c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between the f i n d i n g s i n that report and some of the a l l e g a t i o n s 
c a r r i e d i n the press. Although i t was true that some c r e d i b l e evidence of 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t had em.erged, the report d i d not s t a t e thsit systematic t o r t u r e was 
being p r a c t i s e d by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . His Government had also been 
repeatedly a.ssured by those a u t h o r i t i e s that mistreatment of detainees was 
forbidden \mder I s r a e l i law and that v i o l a t o r s were punished. The report a l s o 
noted that r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross had 
been given increased access to deta.inses, and t l i a t i t s p h y s i c i a n s could conduct 
medical examinations on them without vvátnesses. ICRC could a l s o address 
i n q u i r i e s r e g a r d i n g s p e c i f i c cases, to the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . I t s a c t i v e r o l e 
i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s should be given more weight i n as s e s s i n g the t o t a l 
human r i g h t s p i c t u r e i n that area. That r o l e was c o n s i s t e n t v;ith the p o s i t i o n 
h i s Government load repeatedly s t a t e d to the e f f e c t that the Potirth Geneva 
Convention a p p l i e d to the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . 

59- The one obvious solu.tion to the human r i g h t s problem In the Middle East was 
a j u s t ̂ eace, and h i s Government hoped that the t a l k s \\áiich were to resume at 
Camp David would continiie the movement i n that d i r e c t i o n . Those who supported 
the search f o r peace i n the Middle East would i n s i s t that the United Nations shovj 
o b j e c t i v i t y and i m p a r t i a l i t y and h i s Government urged a l l others to consider 
c a r e f u l l y t h e i r deep r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as Members of the United Nations i n that 
connexion. 
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60, I'-lr. EL-FATTAL (Syrian Arab Rep u L l i c ) s a i d that the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination was the most ha.sic human r i g h t and the Commission on Human Rights 
was a proper forum i n v/hich to di s c u s s i t . S u r e l y Camp David, where two p a r t i e s 
had attempted to impose a settlement on a, t h i r d p a r t y , was r o t . He drew 
a t t e n t i o n i n that connexion to paragraph 186 of the study on the implementation 
of United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s r e l a t i n g to the r i g h t of neoples under c o l o n i a l and. 
a l i e n domination to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n (E/CN .4/Suh.2/405), n o t i n g that the 
United States alone had. voted aga.inst a d r a f t r e s o K i t i o n i n the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
a f f i r m i n g the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n peoTjle to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
I t was c l e a r that the Camp David agreements represented a negative element i n the 
struggle f o r the r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people and that was why the t a l k s had 
been conducted outside the framework of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the 
United Na.tions. Noting that the United States representa.tive had r e f e r r e d to a 
United States i n t e r n a l document, he stated that no country had ever discussed i t s 
i n t e r n a l r e p o r t s i n the Commission or imposed them on i t . 

The d i s c u s s i o n covered i n the suramary record ended at I . 0 5 p.m. 




