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QUESTION OETHE ViOLâTÏON OF ШЛ'ЖН ШСт1Й.8>11:-ТШ% ¿ÉLB TEHEÜTORIES, 
INCLUDING PALESTINE (agenda item 4) (continued) (E/CN .4/l3Q7r-. 'E/CN.4/1308 ? 
E/CN.4 /13091 ..E/CN.4/1339 and E/CN .4/L71419) 

THE RIGHT OP-PEOPLES TO SELP-DETEPimffiTIONAblD' ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES ШГОЕК 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOIIDTATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (a.genda. item 9 ) (continued) 
(E/CN . 4 / 1313 ; E/CN.4/Sub.404J V o l . I , I I 3.nd I I I 5 E/CN.4/Sub.405, V o l . I , II) 

!• I'lr. EL SHAFEI (Egypt) read out a l e t t e r da.ted 9 FeLru.a.ry 1979 to the Cha,irman 
of the Commission on Huma.n Rights from the M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n Af f a . i r s a,n i n t e r i m 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt (E/CN .4/1339)5 he expressed the thanlcs of the 
Egyptia.n delega.tion to the Commission f o r i t s d e c i s i o n to send a telegra.m to the 
Government of I s r a e l . 

2. I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1 A (]GiXIV), the Commission had decided to place the question 
of the v i o l a . t i o n of hi.una,n r i g h t s i n the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
P a l e s t i n e , on the a,genda of i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n as a ma.tter of h i g h p r i o r i t y . 
F o r i t s pa,rt, the Economic a.nd Socia.l C o i m c i l ha.d by. re s o l u t i o n 197S/24 of 5 '̂̂ У 1978 
commended the Commission f o r i t s a.ction concerning the question of the v i o l a t i o n by 
Isra,el of huma,n r i g h t s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s a.nd ha;d requested i t to 
pursue i t s e f f o r t s f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of huma.n r i g h t s i n the occupied Ara.b 
t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Pa.lestine, a.nd to continue to take a.ppropriate mea.sures i n 
that respect. Nevertheless, the situa.tion was s t i l l d e t e r i o r a . t ing i n the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s . At a. time v,rhen the interna.tiona.l community wa.s. celebra.ting the 
t h i r t i e t h a.nniversary of the Universa .1 Decla.ration of Нилла.п Rig h t s a.nd wa.s preparing 
to celebra.te the t h i r t i e t h a.nniversa.ry of tho 1949 Geneva, Conventions, the I s r a , e l i 
occupa.tion a.tithorities were continuintg a.nd i n t e n s i f y i n g t h e i r p o l i c y of е5фа,пз1оп 
a,nd a.nnexation. I n s p i t e of the numerous r e s o l u t i o n s a.dopted by va.rious 
United Na.tions bodies, over the past 30 yea.rs, they p e r s i s t e d i n t h e i r Oppressive 
pra.ctices a.ga.inst the Pa.lestinia.n people. The a.cts perpetra.ted aga.inst individua.ls 
and p r o p e r t y i n the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s c o n s t i t u t e d not only v i o l a t i o n s of 
h-uma.n rights.^but a.lso fla.gra.nt viola.tions of the r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, 
pa.rticula.rly the f o u r t h Geneva Convent i c..v of 1949 r e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n of 
C i v i l i a . n Persons i n Time of War. 

3 . I t wa.s a.lso essentia,! to s t r e s s the p e r s i s t e n c e d i s p l a y e d by the I s r a e l i 
occupation a.uthorities i n implementing t h e i r p o l i c y of esta.blishing ne\i settlements 
i n those t e r r i t o r i e s , i n v i o l a . t i o n of the ina.liena.ble r i g h t s of the popuJLa.tion a,nd 
the p r o v i s i o n s of the f o u r t h Geneva. Convention. Such a. p o l i c y , which ha.d been 
s t r o n g l y condemned by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commimity, was completely i l l e g a . l a.nd 
contra.ry t o General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 33/II3 B. 

4. The EgJфtian d e l e g a t i o n d i d not wish to r e f e r to a l l the r e s o l u t i o n s a.dopted 
on the s u b j e c t , but i t d i d wish to mention oerta.in recent r e s o l u t i o n s which provided 
f r e s h proof of the i l l e g a l i t y of the p o l i c y of annexation and settlement being 
pursued by the I s r a . e l i a.uthorities s r e s o l u t i o n 33/113 A of 18 December 1978 i n 
Which the General Assembly r e a f f i r m e d that the Geneva Convention rela-fcive to the 
P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a . n Persons i n Timé of War was a.pplica.ble t o a . l l Arab t e r r i t o r i e s 
occupied by Isra.el since 1967? .including Jerusalem, a.nd ca.lled upon Isra.el to 
a.cknowledge a.nd comply v/ith i t s p r o v i s i o n s i n those t e r r i t o r i e s , a.nd 
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r e s o l u t i o n 33/113 В i n ifhich the Général Assembly s t r o n g l y deplored the pe r s i s t e n c e 
of the Government of Isra.elj a,s the occupying Power i n c a r r y i n g out' m'ea.sures and 
ac t i o n s designed to change the l e g a l sta.tus, geographical nature a.nd demographic 
composition of those t e r r i t o r i e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r the establishment of settlements 
i n the Pale s t i n i a . n a.nd other occii.iDied Атэ.Ъ t e r r i t o r i e s , and i n which i t c a l l e d on 
Isra.el to comply w i t h i t s interna.tiona.l c b l i g a l i o n s a.nd to d e s i s t from talcing 
such a.ctions. 

5 . Nevertheless, once more, the 1 з г а , е 1 1 a.uthcrities ha.d prevented the S p e c i a l 
Committee to Investiga.te I s r a . e l i Pra.ctices A f f e c t i n g the Huma.n Rights of the 
Popula.tion i n the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s from v i s i t i n g those t e r r i t o r i e s . The tenth 
report prepared by the Committee (A/53/356) drew a t t e n t i o n to recent statements by 
the Prime i l i n i s t e r of Isra.el a.nd other members of the I s r a . e l i Government (para.gra.ph 128) 
which ma.de i t clea,r tha.t the occupa.tion a.uthcrities were c o n t i n u i n g to implement 
t h e i r p o l i c y of a.nnexa.tion a.nd. settlement of the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s , a.nd which 
mentioned the a.rbitra.ry mea.sures to irhich the Pa.lestinia.n people were subjected 
(pa.ra,gra.ph 1 2 9) s expropria.tion of property, wholesa.le d e s t r u c t i o n of houses, the 
co n t i n u i n g increase i n the number of deta.inees, a,nd t o r t u r e a.nd i l l - t r e a t m e n t of 
deta.inees were fa.cts which bore .v.dtness to the i l l e g a . l p o l i c y pursued by the 
I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s a.nd vmich c o n s t i t u t e d fla.gra,nt v i o l a t i o n s of the 
Universa.l D e c l a r a t i o n of Huma.n R i g h t s , the Cha.rter of the United Nations, the 
f o u r t h Geneva. Convention and other releva.nt interna.tiona.l instruments. Furthermore, 
the informa.tion c o l l e c t e d by the Specia.l Committee ha.d been confirmed by a. report 
p u b l i s h e d by the Washington Post. According t o that r e p o r t , Arab deta.inees were 
t o r t u r e d d u r ing i n t e r i - o g a t i o n , such t o r t u r e i n v o l v e d t r a i n e d sta.ff, h i g h - l e v e l 
administra.tive support and a system of. p r o t e c t i o n f o r s i l e n c i n g compla.ints and 
b l o c k i n g i n v e s t i g a . t i o n s . 

6 . In view of the seriousness of the situ.a.tion, the interna.tiona.l commimity must, 
assume i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n order to ensure that the v i o l a t i o n s of huma,n r i g h t s 
perpetra.ted by the I s r a . e l i occupa.tion a,uthorities i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g Pa.lestine, were brought to a,n end, Egypt, f o r i t s p a r t , rema.ined 
f a . i t h f u l t o the commitments vrhich i t ha.d und-ertaken i n order to ena.ble the 
Pa.lestinia.n people to rega,in t h e i r r i g h t s . 

7 . I n c o n c l u s i o n , the Eg5фtia.n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e wished to provide some c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
as to the scope a.nd content of the Ca.mp David o.greements. The two Camp David 
a.greements c o n s t i t u t e d a. fra.meworlc f o r the globa.l settlement of the lEd.dle Ea,st 
c o n f l i c t , a. settlement vrhose sole purpose wa.s the l i b e r a t i o n of a.l l the occupied 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s a.nd the enjoyment by the Pa.lestinia.n people of a l l i t s ina.liena.ble 
r i g h t s . The a.greements could not be i n t e r p r e t e d a.s a. pea.ce trea.ty. They were 
opera.tiona.l a.greements to give e f f e c t to S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n 2 4 2 . The wa.y 
to peace i n the Middle East l a y open, but pea.ce could be esta.blished oixLy by a , 
concerted e f f o r t . However, the I s r a . e l i p o l i c y of e:cpa.nsion a.nd settlement 
c o n s t i t u t e d a. major obsta.cle to the a.chievement .of a.ny progress i n the negotia,tions. 
The Egyptian delega.tion was convinced tha.t the Commission on Hujuan Rights would 
a.dopt the necessa.ry mea.sures to b r i n g a.bout the c o n d i t i o n s essentia.l for. esta.blishing 
a. j u s t a,nd dura.ble pea.ce i n the Middle Ea.st a.nd throughout the world. 

http://ma.de
http://ina.liena.ble
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8. Mr. LEMOX M VIS ( A u s t r a l i a ) wished at the present, stage of the debate on 
items 4 and 9 i o malee a few b r i e f comments on the question- of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
H i s d e l e g a t i o n wished to repeat a point vihich i t had made the preceding year - • 
namely, that i t was hot e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y to group the two items together. 
While a p p r e c i a t i n g that the Commission did not have time to debate the two items 
separately, h i s d e l e g a t i o n thought that simultaneous c o n s i d e r a t i o n of two r e l a t e d 
but d i f f e r e n t subjects might r e s u l t i n doing l e s s than j u s t i c e to e i t h e r of them, 

9 . With regard to agenda item 4 on the question of the v i o l a t i o n of htiman r i g h t s 
i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , A u s t r a l i a had l o n g b e l i e v e d 
that progress towards a settlement i n the Middle East was c r i t i c a l to a s o l u t i o n 
of the human r i g h t s problems i n that a.rea. As the A u s t r a l i a n M i n i s t e r f o r 
Foreign A f f a i r s had s a i d at the. t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General Assembly, 
the progress made i n recent months had c e r t a i n l y been encouraging but l o n g and 
d i f f i c u l t n e g o t i a t i o n s would be r e q u i r e d i f there v a s to be a j u s t and l a s t i n g 
peace i n the Middle East. Members of the u n i t e d Nations should e x e r c i s e care 
i n a v o i d i n g any a c t i o n which might pre j u d i c e the prospects f o r peace which 
those recent developments, o f f e r e d . The A u s t r a l i a n M i n i s t e r f o r Poreign A f f a i r s 
had a l s o welcomed the agreement that f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s would be guided by 
the p r i n c i p l e s of S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n 242 and the r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. 

10. On the subject of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , he r e c a l l e d that A u s t r a l i a had l o n g 
supported the- struggle of pe.,oples f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of that r i g h t . As a 
country that had become a, f e d e r a t i o n of former c o l o n i e s , A u s t r a l i a imderstood 
the f o r c e s which impelled peoples to s t r i v e f o r t h e i r independence and t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y . I t s task as an a d m i n i s t e r i n g power under League of Nations 
mandates and United Nations t r u s t e e s h i p agreements had enabled i t to acquire 
p a r t i c u l a r experience i n that f i e l d . 

11 . The r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was not e a s i l y capable of p r e c i s e 
d e f i n i t i o n or c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . In a h i s t o r i c sense, i t was a b a s i c p r i n c i p l e of 
human r e l a t i o n s which had i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimensions and was now enshrined i n the 
Charter of the United Nations and i n both of the Human Rig h t s Covenants; but i t 
must a l s o be looked at i n the context of the p a r t i c u l a r circumstances of the 
people who were demanding to e x e r c i s e i t . In that connexion, the A u s t r a l i a n 
d e l e g a t i o n wished to congratulate the t\-ro S p e c i a l Rapporteurs, Mr, C r i s t e s c u 
and № . Gros E s p i e l l on preparing comprehensive r e p o r t s on such h i g h l y complex 
i s s u e s as the h i s t o r i c and current development of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
(E/CN,4./Sub.2/404) and the implementation of United Nations R e s o l u t i o n s r e l a t i n g 
to the r i g h t . o f peoples under c o l o n i a l and a l i e n domination to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
(E/CN .4/Sub.2/405). Those r e p o r t s would c e r t a i n l y become landmarks i n f u t u r e 
d i s c u s s i o n s on the subject, 

12. A u s t r a l i a , convinced of the fmdamental importance of the r i g h t of peoples 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n the work of the Committee of 
Twenty-Four and of the Council f o r Namiibia. In p a r t i c u l a r , i t took part i n the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Sub-Committee on Small T e r r i t o r i e s , a s u b s i d i a r y body of the 
Committee of Twenty-Four, i n which i t b e l i e v e d i t had an important r o l e to play 
-as an independent n a t i o n i n a r e g i o n vrhere there vrere a number of small c o l o n i a l 



E/CN .4/SR .1484 
page 5 

t e r r i t o r i e s , each s t r i v i n g i n i t s олт v/ay to acquire a s t r u c t u r e v/hich v^f0ulcl 
guarantee i t s i n d i v i d u a l i t y and i f i t so v/ished, i t s independence. In the Council 
f o r ITamihia, A u s t r a l i a had done v/ha.t i t could to promote the independence and 
freedom of Narnihia and v/ould continue to do so. 

1 5 . In concl u s i o n , he noted the opinion that had been voiced on sev e r a l occa.sions 
i n the Commission that s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n v/as a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the enjoyment of 
a l l other human r i g h t s . That viev/ vras too sweeping and open to misunderstanding 
i f i t v/as meant to suggest that a people could enjoy no human r i g h t s at a l l u n t i l 
i t had achieved s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . In some cases, the people of a dependent 
t e r r i t o r y might enjoy not i n c o n s i d e r a b l e economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s , although not 
the whole body of hum.an r i g h t s . But i t could be said i n general that no people 
could f u l l y enjoy c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s as v/ell as economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s 
u n t i l i t had, achieved s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Per that reason, the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination should r e c e i v e the f u l l e s t support of a l l members of the Commission. 

1 4 . Mr, ZORItr (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said t h a i he would l i k e f i r s t 
to comment on some general a.spects of the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

1 5 . The p r i n c i p l e concerned v/as a p r i n c i p l e of general i n t e r n a t i o n a l lav/ which 
was of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the maintenance of normal r e l a t i o n s betv/een 
S t a t e s . Since i t s establishment i n 1917? the USSR had proclaimed that r i g h t and. 
had given a l l the peoples of the former Russian Empire the p o s s i b i l i t y of e x e r c i s i n g 
i t . I t l a y at the very b a s i s of the o r g a n i z a l i o n and a c t i v i t i e s of the Government, 
in. conformity v/ith L e n i n i s t d o c t r i n e . As such, i t was affirmed i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n s 
of a l l the Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n various a r t i c l e s -
e s p e c i a l l y a r t i c l e s 28, 2 9 , 70 and 72 - of the I 9 7 7 C o n s t i t u t i o n of the USSR, 

1 6 . The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and sovereignty was a u n i v e r s a l l y recognized 
p r i n c i p l e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law affirmed i n the Charter of the United Uations, the 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l C o m t r i e s and Peoples, the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights and the D e c l a r a l i o n on P r i n c i p l e s of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Lavi concerning F r i e n d l y R e l a l i o n s and Co-operalion among States 
i n accordance víith the Charter of the United H e l i o n s , and al s o by the d e c i s i o n s 
of various United Nations organs such as the Se c u r i t y Council and the General Assembly. 

1 7 . The r i g h t to self--determination had interdependent p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l aspects. Thus, i t i m p l i e d the emancipation of peoples subjected to 
f o r e i g n - p a r t i c u l a r l y c o l o n i a l - domination and t h e i r accession to independence; 
the r i g h t of those peoples to determine t h e i r economic system and to ex e r c i s e 
sovereignty over t h e i r n a t u r a l resources; and t h e i r r i g h t to determine t h e i r 
c u l t u r a l system - v/hich e n t a i l e d r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t to enjoy t h e i r c u l t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e and to e n r i c h i t , and r e c o g n i t i o n of the r i g h t of everyone to education 
and c u l t u r e . 

18. Consequently, the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i m p l i e d that c o l o n i a l peoples 
had a r i g h t to struggle by every means at t h e i r d i s p o s a l against the c o l o n i a l 
Powers which oppressed them; and i t a l s o i m p l i e d that States had a duty to help 
them along t h a i road; i f they f a i l e d to do so, they vi/ould not only i n c u r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y but v/ould a l s o be g u i l t y of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l crime. 
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The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was an i n t e g r a l part of the whole s e r i e s of r i g h t s 
inherent i n the human person and, by i t s content, i t was c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the 
concept of a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m and a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m . 

19. The r a c i s t régimes of southern A f r i c a f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e d that r i g h t , thereby 
arousing the i n d i g n a t i o n of the progressive f o r c e s of the world and endangering, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . The desperate attempts of those régimes to 
muzzle the peoples i n Zimbabwe and Namibia were part of the vast p l o t i n which 
the major Western Powers vrere p l a y i n g a d e c i s i v e r o l e . That V7as v;hy the 
General Assembly, i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 33/24, had condemned "the p o l i c i e s of those 
members of the North A t l a n t i c Treaty Organization and of other c o u n t r i e s whose 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, m i l i t a r y , nuclea.r, s t r a t e g i c , c u l t u r a l and s p o r t i n g r e l a t i o n s 
with the r a c i s t régimes i n southern A f r i c a and elsewhere encourage these regimes 
to p e r s i s t i n t h e i r suppression of the a s p i r a t i o n s of peoples f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and independence". The USSR als o strongly condemned the economic, p o l i t i c a l , 
m i l i t a r y and other a s s i s t a n c e provided by the i m p e r i a l i s t s to the r a c i s t régimes 
of southern A f r i c a , and i t advocated a t o t a l boycott of those régimes. As 
Leonid Brezhnev had stated at the T w e n t y - f i f t h Congress, the Communist Paxty of 
the USSR V70uld continue to support a l l peoples i n t h e i r s t r uggle f o r freedom and 
independence. 

20. The contempt which the r a c i s t régimes of southern A f r i c a displayed for. the 
non-white population they vrere oppressing was equalled only by the contempt vihich 
I s r a e l showed towards the P a t e s t i n i a n Arab people, and i t vfas hardly s u r p r i s i n g . 
i n the circumstances that South A f r i c a and I s r a e l were m a i n t a i n i n g close r e l a t i o n s , 
which probably included exchanges of experience on massive v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . 

21. I s r a e l ' s v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s v/as a consequence of i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y , 
which was a p o l i c y of aggression c o n s i s t e n t with the d o c t r i n e of zionism which, 
as was expressly stated i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 33790'^) " i s a, form of 
racism aaid r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " . In that regard, he v/ished to s t r e s s that those 
who had withdravm from the World Conference to Combat Ra.cism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
had l e n t de f a c t o support to I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . A l l 
the same, i n the d e c l a r a t i o n i t had adopted, the Conference had c a l l e d f o r the 
c e s s a t i o n of a l l p r a c t i c e s of r a x i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n to which P a l e s t i n i a n s as w e l l 
as other i n h a b i t a n t s of the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l , vrere being 
subjected (A/33/262, para . 1 9 ) . 

22. The report of the S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g 
the Human Rights of the P o p u l a t i o n of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (А/33/356) and 
i n f o r m a t i o n from various sources rec e i v e d since i t s p u b l i c a t i o n i n d i c a t e d that 
I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y i n that regard - systematic t o r t u r e of Arab detainees, d e n i a l 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , e x p u l s i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n 
Arabs from t h e i r lands and homes and t h e i r d e p o r t a t i o n , expansion of I s r a e l i 
c o l o n i e s of settlement and r e p r e s s i o n - had changed l i t t l e . I s r a e l a l s o r e j e c t e d 
the existence of the P a l e s t i n i a n people as a n a t i o n and refused to recognize the 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Organization as the sole l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h a t 
people. The USSR strongly condemned that p o l i c y of genocide and annexation, vrhich 
was contrary to the Fourth Geneva Convention r e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n 
Persons i n Time of War of 1949f and i t supported the struggle of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
Arab people under the lea.dership of the PLO. I t r e a f f i r m e d that only a g l o b a l 
settlement of the Middle East problem would put an end to those massive and 
systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n that r e g i o n of the vrorld. 
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23. The Soviet Union welcomed the conclusions of the Baghdad meeting, xihich marked an 
important step towards the u n i t y of the Arab world and the establishment of a j u s t and 
durable peace i n the Middle E a s t , as Mr. Eosygin had noted i n h i s statement of 
12 December 1978» Such was the p o s i t i o n that the members of the Warsaw Pact had set 
out i n t h e i r D e c l a r a t i o n of 23 November 1978, i n xfhich they stressed once again that 
tho s o l u t i o n of the problem of the Middle East r e q u i r e d the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l 
i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , the withdrawal of I s r a e l i troops from a l l 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s occupied i n 19^7, the r e a l i z a t i o n of the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n - and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , to the establishment 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n n a t i o n a l State - and the independent existence and s e c u r i t y of a l l 
States i n the r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g Isra-el. 

24. Mr. S M L L I (Morocco), r e f e r r i n g to agenda item 4» s a i d that at the Summit Meeting 
of Heads of Arab S t a t e s , h e l d at Rabat i n 1974s unanimity had been reached on a 
nujnber of p r i n c i p l e s f o r a j u s t , e q u i t a b l e and humane s o l u t i o n to the Middle East 
problem; evacuation of a l l occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Jerusalem; 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n people's l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 
to the establishment of a f r e e and sovereign S t a t e ; and r e c o g n i t i o n of the PLO as 
the sole l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. His Government 
re a f f i r m e d i t s su.pport f o r the p o s i t i o n agreed upon at the Rabat Simmit. 

25. His Government v/as now p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t u r b e d about the 'fate of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people since i t had learned again r e c e n t l y that the Z i o n i s t army of occupation was 
engaging i n r e p r e h e n s i b l e a c t s of oppression, r e p r e s s i o n and t o r t u r e against 
defenceless p o p u l a t i o n s . He r e f e r r e d i n that connexion to an a r t i c l e published by 
the Washington Post i n February 1979 on the b a s i s of a report by the United States 
State Department and d i p l o m a t i c cables from the United States Consulate i n Jerusalem, 
shov/ing that the t o r t u r e of Arab p r i s o n e r s i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s v/as a 
generalized and even systematic p r a c t i c e . In a d i s p a t c h from B e i r u t dated 
5 February 1979» Agence Prance Presse (APP) reported the s p e c i f i c case of Mr. Hamad, 
a Lebanese n a t i o n a l , released by I s r a e l , v/ho had stated that he had been imprisoned 
f o r 45 days v/ith h i s hands and f e e t t i e d to h i s neck, and subjected to e l e c t r i c 
shocks on every p a r t of h i s body. In a d i s p a t c h from Amman dated 11 February, 
APP had a l s o repor'sd a statement by Mr. A l F a k i h , a young P a l e s t i n i a n e x p e l l e d from 
C:^'njordania, i n v/hich he had stated that since h i s a r r e s t i n 1970 he had r e g u l a r l y 
been t o r t u r e d " l i k e a l l other Arab p r i s o n e r s " . 

26. He had mentioned those examples i n order to a l e r t the conscience of the v/orld 
to the seriousness of a system that v/as condemned by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l conuntinity and 
by the Commission on Human Ri g h t s . The Commission, v/hich v/as r i g h t l y knovm as the 
conscience of the v/orld, must talce the necessary steps to save human l i f e and to 
induce the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s to cease t h e i r ' v i o l e n c e and to respect humanitarian 
lav/ and i n t e r n a t i o n a l conventions. 

27. î'ir. FRAIffiACH (Observer f o r the German Democratic R e p u b l i c ) , speaking at the 
i n v i t a t i o n of the Chairman i n accordance v/ith a r t i c l e 69 of the Commission's rules 
of procedure, s a i d t h a t , according to the a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n and to the statements 
made 'by c e r t a i n d e l e g a t i o n s , I s r a e l v/as nov/ as before g r o s s l y v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s 
i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . Degrading treatment and t o r t u r e v/ere continuing 
i n detention camps and p r i s o n s , and c o l l e c t i v e r e p r e s s i o n against the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people v/as being maintained. 500,000 people had a l r e a d y been forced t o leave t h e i r 
homes because of the c r e a t i o n of c o l o n i a l settlements, and many dv/ellings had been 
destroyed. A l l such a c t s represented gross v i o l a t i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l lav/, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y of the 1949 Geneva Conventions; and the aggressor must a c c o r d i n g l y be 
condemned. 
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The position of the Gerr,ia,n Bemocratic Republic on the regulation of the 
Middle East problem was well known. In accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations and relevant United Na,tions decisions, the German Democratic Republic 
stood for democratic solutions to eliminate the causes of conflict and to lay 
the foundations for lasting peace. For that purpose, three fundamental requests 
expressed by the majority of Arab States must be complied withs Israel's 
withdrawal from a l l Arab territories oocu"pied i n 196?; guarantee of the inalienable 
rights of the Arab people of Palestine, and notably of i t s right to establish a 
State; and recognition of and respect for the sovereignty, t e r r i t o r i a l integrity 
and p o l i t i c a l independence of a l l States of the region. Facts proved that a l l 
attempts to reach separate solutions had failed. It was therefore necessary to 
resume the Geneva Conference-with the participation of PLO i n order to reach a 
settlement i n the interest of a l l the parties concerned. 

2 9 . Mr. ARIIALIE (Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization), speaking 
at the invitation of the Chairman i n accordance with rule 7 0 of the Commission's 
rules of procedure, said that he wished to reply to certain allegations made at 
the previous meeting by the Zionist entity. Since the Comonission was not deceived 
by the flood of words that entity had used to justify i t s occupation, he would 
ma,ke only two observations. 

5 0 . F i r s t , ;he wished to remind, the representative of Menaghem Begin that a l l 
occupying forces described those who resisted, their occupation.as "terrorists"; 
for exampleduring the Second World ..V/ar,, the German press ha.d. described as 
terrorists the méinbers of the French, Belgian and Dutch resistance. lir. Begin -
ironically a. recipient of the. Nobel Peace Prize - had, as leader of the 
Irgun ZvaiLeumi, been responsible for the death of many people, including many 
women and children, at Deir Yassin. Certain facts concerning that massacre had 
been-vouched for at the time by the Red Cross representative. The Zionist entity 
had Consta.ntly committed acts of terrorism against the Palestinian leaders; 
persons assassinated by i t s secret services included Mr. .V/ael Zouayter, 
Mr. Kamal Nasser and I'h?. Ghassa,n Kanafani. More recently, i t s secret services 
had murdered Mr. Abu Hassan Salameh and three of his companions, a.t the same 
time k i l l i n g at least ten Lebanese ci v i l i a n s . It was para.doxical that the 
Zionist entity claimed that i t did not apply ca-pita.l punishment, when i t murdered 
so many people and caused so much loss of human l i f e bombing Palestinian camps 
with it's' sophisticated aircraft. 

3 1 . On the. question of destruction of dwellings, the Zionist representative 
had referred to former British or Jordanian laws. The Zionist,entity referred 
at one moment to the 1949 Geneva Conventions and at.another moment to other laws, 
when i t violated, those conventions. The Zionist representative had also cited 
legal experts; he, for his part, woiild cite, Mr. Pictes, who had said that the 
destruction'of dwellings cou.ld be justi f i e d only, for military reasons-. • Clearly, 
the dynamiting of Pa.lestinian houses could not be explained on those grounds; 
i t was certainly contrary' to the sp i r i t of the Geneva Conventions. , 

5 2 . Ш. BARROMI (Observer for Israel).,, speaking'at the. invitation of the Chairman 
i n accordance with article 69 of the Commission's rules of procedure, said i t 
was deplorable that a number of representatives had made sla.nderous accusations 
against Israel when the situation i n their own coimtries hardly qualified them 
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to speak of Ьшаап r i g h t s . I n the report of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i s h e d i n 
19793 each of those r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' c o u n t r i e s had each heen the subject of a.n 
i n t e r e s t i n g chapter i n that r e s p e c t . Instead of l i s t e n i n g to l i h e l , i t vrould 
be b e t t e r to study the f a i r and accurate statement made by the I s r a e l i d e l e g a t i o n 
at the preceding meeting. 

3 3 . I'h*. EL-FATTAL ( ^ r i a n Arab Republic) s a i d that at the preceding meeting the 
I s r a e l i r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had argu.ed tha/'c the d e m o l i t i o n of houses vias j u s t i f i e d by 
an exception provided f o r i n the f o u r t h Geneva Convention of 1 9 4 9 . But the 
Convention spoke of houses demolished i n m i l i t a r y operations, vihile I s r a e l ' s 
acts of destrvrction were c a r r i e d out i n c o l d blood i n order to empty the occupied 
towns of t h e i r people. 

3 4 . From a h i o t o i - i c p o i n t of view, he r e j e c t e d the I s r a . e l i r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s 
a c c u s a t i o n that Jews had been oppressed by Islam and C h r i s t i a n i t y . On the 
contrary, Jews had throughout h i s t o r y co-operated w i t h Islam, i n Spain, Morocco, 
the Middle Ea.st, e t c . There had been sorne d e t e r i o r a t i o n w i t h the emergence of 
the a n t i - s e m i t i c movement a.nd zionism; bv.t that d e t e r i o r a t i o n ha.d been p o l i t i c a l , 
not r e l i g i o u s . Jews and Arabs vrere a l l sons of Abraham. The a c c u s a t i o n 
l e v e l l e d against the C h r i s t i a n s was r e g r e t t a b l e i n the context of V a t i c a n I I 
end of the e f f o r t s made to e s t a b l i s h favourable c o n d i t i o n s f o r a dialogue between 
r e l i g i o n s a.nd Cii.ltui-*es. I n f a c t , i t wa.s r a t h e r I s r a e l which was opressing the 
C h r i s t i a n s , as vras shown by an a r t i c l e i n Osservatore Romano, pub l i s h e d on 
9 January 1979 under the t i t l e "The C h r i s t i a n s and the Holy Land". I n tha.t 
a r t i c l e i t was s t a t e d i n t e r , a l i a that s 

"... C h r i s t i a n s the world over are more than ever committed to s o l i d a . r i t y 
w i t h t h e i r brethren i n the F a i t h l i v i n g i n the Holy Land. ... Favourable 
c o n d i t i o n s must be created f o r the C h r i s t i a n s i n the Holy Land to ena.ble them 
to survive i n the country, f o r i t i s t h e i r country a.nd t h e i r homeland. They 
do not a.sk f o r p r i v i l e g e s , but only f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s . " 

I t could t h e r e f o r e be seen t h a t , according to Osservatore Romano, I s r a e l was 
v i o l a t i n g the hman r i g h t s of Christia.ns i n P a l e s t i n e . 

The m.eetinp; rose at 6 p.m 




