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The meeting was c a l l e d , to order at 1 0 . 2 0 a.ml 

QUESTION OP THE •yiOMTION OP HUimN:RIGHTS ИТ.THE OCCUP'lEÍD ARA.B TERRITORIES, 
XN-CIUDING PAIESTItîE (agenda item 4 ) (continned) (E/CN .4/1307J.::E/CN .4/1308; v 
E/CN. 4/1309 J E/CN. 4 / 1 3 3 9 ; E/CN. 4/L. 1 4 Ï 9 I 

THE RIGHT. OP PEOPLES TO SELP-DETERMIffilTION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UNDER 
COLONEIL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item 9 ) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1313; E/CN.4/s-ah. 2 / 4 0 4 ; E/CN . 4/Suh . 2 / 4 0 5 ) 

1. lir. DANELIÏÏS (Sweden) s a i d that he would l i m i t h i s comments on agenda item 4 
to one p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t , namely, the a l l e g a t i o n s made on s e v e r a l occasions that 
the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s p r a c t i s e d d i f f e r e n t forms of t o r t u r e on Arab detainees i n 
those t e r r i t o r i e s . Those a l l e g a t i o n s had caused h i s Government grave concern. 
Although the Cюvemment of I s r a e l had denied i n general terms that t o r t u r e had 
occurred, h i s d e l e g a t i o n d i d not consider that to be a s u f f i c i e n t answer to the 
accusations. ^Ihen such s e r i o u s a l l e g a t i o n s were made, a thorough and i m p a r t i a l 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n was needed. His d e l e g a t i o n would expect the Government of I s r a e l to 
see to i t that such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n was c a r r i e d out and to provide the Commission 
and world opinion váth f u l l i n formation about any f i n d i n g s made..- - Indeed, i t was 
h i s understanding that i n I s r a e l i t s e l f , v o ices had been heard u r g i n g such an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

2 . The endeavours b e i n g made by the Commission to draw up a convention against 
t o r t u r e bore witness to the s e r i o u s v i e w talcen by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community of 
such a t t a c k s on the i n t e g r i t y of the human person. In the v i e w of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , 
i t was the Commission's duty not only to deal w i t h the.problem of torture, i n a 
general way, but a l s o s e r i o u s l y to d i s c u s s any concrete a l l e g a t i o n s of t o r t u r e : 
brought to i t s a t t e n t i o n . 

3 . Mr. LOPATIift. (Poland) s a i d that h i s Government's p o s i t i o n concerning the 
s i t u a t i o n i n the Middle East had been s t a t e d by the P o l i s h M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign 
A f f a i r s at the t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General Assembly. The M i n i s t e r had 
emphasized, i n t e r a l i a , that the Middle East c o n f l i c t continued to threaten peace 
and s e c u r i t y , that the road to peace i n the region l a y i n comprehensive 
implementation of the relevant r e s o l u t i o n s of the ..General Assembly and of the: 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r a t h e r than i n separate agreements, and that any s o l u t i o n should 
comprise the r e t u r n of a J l Arab t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l , the e x e r c i s e of 
the r i g h t to independent statehood by the Arab people of P a l e s t i n e and the 
guaranteeing of the s e c u r i t y of a l l States i n the r e g i o n . The M i n i s t e r had gone 
on to s t a t e that only the resumption of the Geneva Conference on the Middle East, 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l p a r t i e s concerned, i n c l u d i n g the P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n Organization as the sole r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Arab people of 
P a l e s t i n e , could b r i n g about a settlement of the c o n f l i c t . 

4 . His d e l e g a t i o n attached p a r t i c u l a r importance to the report of the 
S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Rights of 
the P o p u l a t i o n of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (А/ЗЗ/ЗЗ^) and to the s t u d i e s i n 
documents E/CN.4/Sub.2/4O4 and E/CN .4/Sub .2/405, the authors of which were to be 
commended f o r t h e i r conscientiousness, i m p a r t i a l i t y and thoroughness. Tlie 
s i t u a t i o n i n the Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l vfas a l s o c o r r e c t l y s t a t e d i n • 
the note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/13O9), 



E/CIÎ.4/SR. 1483 
page 3 

5. His del e g a t i o n shared the viev: that no s i g n i f i c a n t cliange ha.d occurred i n 
the human, r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n of the c i v i l i a n p opulation of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s 
since the Commission's previous session, and i t f u l l j ' - endorsed the views 
expressed the previous day Ъу the former Chairman of the Commission, I'Ir. II'Baye. 
I s r a e l i governmental leaders were s t i l l malcing p u b l i c statements that i n d i c a t e d 
I s r a e l ' s dete3?mination to pursue and consolidate i t s expansionist and 
an n e x a t i o n i s t p o l i c i e s . H i s del e g a t i o n f u r t h e r endorsed the view e^qpressed i n 
the report of the S p e c i a l Committee that the Govei-nment of I s r a e l was c o n s c i o u s l y 
f o l l o w i n g a p o l i c y that v i o l a t e d the Fourth Geneva Convention, i n p a r t i c u l a r 
a r t i c l e s 47 and 49• 

6. The s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied Arah t e r r i t o r i e s was bein g aggravated by 
continued I s r a . e l i occupation and aggression. Human r i g h t s were v i o l a t e d by 
anne x a t i o n i s t mea,sures, the estahlishment of s e t t l e r s ' c o l o n i e s , mass d e s t r u c t i o n 
of homes, t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t of detainees, e x p r o p r i a t i o n and the ' im p o s i t i o n 
of economic and f i s c a l measures aimed at d i s p o s s e s s i n g and e:qploiting the 
population. There was i n c r e a s i n g recourse to a.rbitrary detention and С1г1е1 
trea.tment of Arab detatnees and p r i s o n e r s and to c o l l e c t i v e punishment, 
p a r t i c u . l a r l y the blowing up of Arab houses. A r c h a e o l o g i c a l and c u l t u r a l property 
was b e i n g p i l l a g e d , r e l i g i o i i s freedoms snd pra.ctices as w e l l as f a m i l y r i g h t s and 
customs were being i n t e r f e r e d v:ith, and the n a t u r a l resources and population of 
the t e r r i t o r i e s were bein g i l l e g a t l y e x p l o i t e d . 

7. His delegation f u l l y supported the vi e \ i that the P a l e s t i n i a n people had 
been prevented by f o r c e from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r inaliena.ble r i g h t to s e l f -
determination w i t h o i t outside i n t e r f e r e n c e and to the establishment of an 
independent and sovereig¡.i State i n P a l e s t i n e . They had the r i g h t to r e t u r n to 
t h e i r homes and property, and al s o to recover t h e i r r i g h t s by a l l a v a i l a b l e 
means, i n accordance w i t h the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the 
United Hâtions. His d e l e g a t i o n would support any r e s o l u t i o n aimed at t e r m i n a t i n g 
I s r a e l i occupation of the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s аз-id any d e c i s i o n aimed at improving 
the s i t u a t i o n of Arab peo-ple i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . 

8 . , Ilr. ЕШ1АС0М ( A u s t r i a ) s a i d that the tvra agenda items vmder c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
r a i s e d three important questions, 

9 . F i r s t l y , a, study of r e l e v a n t reports sho\red that the Commission had made 
constant but f r u i t l e s s appeals f o r due observance of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and r e l e v a n t human r i g h t s instruments. h i that connexion, he wandered to what 
extent human r i g h t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were ¿\.ffected, i n the t e r r i t o r i e s under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , by d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l n e g o t i a t i o n s among the Powers concerned - a. 
m,atter not d e a l t w i t h i n the S p e c i a l Committee's report (А/ЗЗ / 3 5 6 ) . h i h i s view, 
p o l i t i c a l and human r i g h t s issues could not be separated, 

10. Secondly, i t was c l e a r that r^ol-'-'tical questions would remain unresolved m i t i l 
the b a s i c r i g h t to self~determina;tion co\.ild be ex e r c i s e d by peoples i n the 
t e r r i t o r i e s concerned. I t was evident, however, from the va r i o u s r e l e v a n t 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s r e f e r r e d to i n the Specxal Committee's re p o r t , that 
the meaning of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n haxl changed. In tha.t connextion, s e l f -
determination was described i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2б25 ( K W ) as the 
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r i g h t of peoples f r e e l y to determine, v/ithout e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e , t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s . However, the v a r i o u s s t u d i e s and re p o r t s on the s i t u a t i o n i n 
the ffiddle East had f a i l e d to s p e c i f y vrhat was meant by s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t 
would a s s i s t the Commission g r e a t l y , thei-efore, i f the various speakers on that 
t o p i c c l a , r i f i e d t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the term. 

11 . T h i r d l y , r e f e r r i n g to paragraph 134 of the S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t , he 
vrelcomed the proposal t h a t an inó.ependent and i m p a r t i a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l body 
should be appointed to, safeguard the human r i g h t s of the population of the 
t e r r i t o r i e s c u r r e n t l y occupied by I s r a e l . That v;as a c o n s t r u c t i v e proposal vihich 
the Commission should talce ггр promptly, des p i t e the i n e v i t a b l e p o l i t i c a l problems 
inv o l v e d . 

12. Ifr. GARVALOV ( B u l g a r i a ) s a i d i t v/as c l e a r , from the work of the 
General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , that the r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people l a y at the core of the I l i d d l e East problem and that u n t i l they v/ere f u l l y 
e x e r c i s e d , as c a l l e d f o r i n numerous General Assembly and S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n s , the c r i s i s created by I s r a e l i aggression i n that region v/ould remain 
u n s e t t l e d and there v/ould be no j u s t a,nd l a s t i n g peace there. 

13- The B u l g a r i a n people sav/ the issue not simply as a. matter of h^imanitarianism, 
as some vdshed to viev/ i t , but as a massive and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n not only of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n people's b a s i c humaii r i ^ i t s and fimdamentoJ freedoms but a l s o of 
t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

14. The i l l - t r e a t m e n t , d e p r i v a t i o n , impoverishment and harassment of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people, and the i l l - t r e a t m e n t and t o r t u r e of detainees, had been laiov/n 
to the v/orld and the United ETations f o r mauiy years; only tv/o days p r e v i o u s l y the 
Commission had seen f i t to send a telegram to the I s r a e l i a n t h o r i t i e s on account 
of the continued m a l p r a c t i c e s . I t v/as c l e a r t l i a t I s r a e l , i n di s r e g a r d of s p e c i f i c 
United Hâtions d e c i s i o n s , intended never to r e t u r n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s to the 
Arab States o r to allov/ the P a l e s t i n i a n s t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to 
se l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . It v/a.s i r o n i c , too, that Ha.zi t e r r o r i s t methods v/hich ha.d l e d 
to the extermination of 6 m i l l i o n Jev/s should nov/ form part of I s r a e l i s t a t e "policy. 
I s r a e l ' s d i s r e g a r d of the P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and sovereignty 
not only v i o l a t e d a fundamental r i g h t recognized by the Charter and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on human r i g h t s but al s o r e f l e c t e d the d o c t r i n e of r a c i a l s u p e r i o r i t y , 

15 . There v/a.s a long l i s t of d e c i s i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s by United Hâtions bodies 
concerning I s r a e l i p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s . I s r a e l had been i n d i s p u t a b l y g u i l t y 
of mass and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of hiiman r i g h t s , equalled only by tv/o other 
v/ell-lcnovm Member States. Hov/ever, the P a l e s t i n i a n people, l e d by the 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Organization, t h e i r sole and l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , v/as 
i n t e n s i f y i n g i t s j u s t s t r u g g l e f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

16. Unfortunately, there had r e c e n t l y been attempts to solve the Middle East 
c o n f l i c t outside the framev/ork of United Hâtions d e c i s i o n s , i n a v/ay víhich v/ould 
compartmentalize peace and s e c u r i t y i n that i-egion and di s r e g a r d the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people's i n a t i e n a b l e r i g h t s . No such separate agreements or p a r t i a l measures 
could be a s u b s t i t u t e foi> a comprehensive settlement of the r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t . 



E/CN .4/SR .14e3 
page 5 

1 7 . The world was aware of the true s i t u a t i o n , and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community-
c a l l e d upon I s r a e l to d i s c o n t i n u e i t s . v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , since I s r a e l i s 
actions were not -simply of h m a n i t a r i an concern hut also c o n s t i t u t e d a t h r e a t to 
world peace and secva-ity. 

18. The B u l g a r i a n people and Government wou.ld continue to i n s i s t on pronpt and f u l l 
implementation of a l l United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s on the n a t t e r . They cherished 
t h e i r bonds w i t h a l l Arab co u n t r i e s and oontinued to support the P a l e s t i n i a n people 
and the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Organization whole-heartedly i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence. B u l g a r i a ' s p o l i c y was made c l e a r i n the 
D e c l a r a t i o n of the States P a r t i e s to the Warsaw Treaty, adopted at the meeting of 
the P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e Committee held i n Moscow on 23 November 1978? in. which 
those States had r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r p o s i t i o n of p r i n c i p l e i n favoior of a j u s t and 
l a s t i n g peace i n the Middle East and a conprehensive settlement, i n c l u d i n g the 
withdrawal of I s r a e l i -broops i r o n a l l occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , the e x e r c i s e of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n people's i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the safeguarding 
of the independent existence and s e c i n r i t y of a l l States of that r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
I s r a e l . 

1 9 . I n the Charter, i n the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l 
Countries and Peoples and i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Hur.îan R i g h t s , the 
United Nations had "one qui v o c a l l y declared the importance i t attached to the r i g h t 
of c o l o n i a l peoples and c o u n t r i e s to s e l f - d e t e r n i n a t i o n , as a p r e r e q u i s i t e to the 
enjoyment of other b a s i c r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. The e x e r c i s e of the 
l a t t e r y on which the f a t e of m i l l i o n s of people depended, c a l l e d f o r the speedy 
e l i m i n a t i o n of the l a s t v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m , racism, r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
apartheid, wMch were, moreover, a threat to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 
States Members and organs of the United Nations were w e l l ajeare of continued 
i m p e r i a l i s t attempts to delay and d i s t o r t the process of d e c o l o n i z i n g the l a s t 
c o l o n i a l possessions. They had also acknowledged the need to recognize the 
l e g i t i m a c y of the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n southern A f r i c a , 
as the s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e i r peoples, and of t h e i r s t r u g g l e to o b t a i n 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by a l l the means at t h e i r d i s p o s a l . Despite pleas by c e r t a i n 
States f o r a peaceful settlement of c o l o n i a l i s s u e s , the c o l o n i a l and r a c i s t 
régimes i n southern A f r i c a remained u n w i l l i n g to t r a n s f e r power p e a c e f u l l y to the 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements, whose a b i l i t y to act i n furtherance of t h e i r 
e f f o r t s towards s e l f - d e t e r n i n a t i o n and independence had r e c e n t l y been c o n v i n c i n g l y 
demonstrated. 

20. Notwithstanding numero-as United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s and d-ecisions, the 
régimes i n southern Rhodesia and South A f r i c a remained i n t r a n s i g e n t | but they 
themselves had no j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r c o n t i n u i n g to e x i s t , and d i d so o n l y because of 
support from t h e i r p r o t e c t o r s and a l l i e s . Those régimes, w i t h massive assistance 
from t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , p r a c t i s e d apartheid and siggression i n order to 
suppress -the c o l o n i a l peoples' d e s i r e f o r independence and peace. Plans to grant 
f i c t i t i o u s s e l f - d e t e i T a i n a t i o n to such peoples xTOuld never- deceive the United Nations 
and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, however. Such plans c o n t r a d i c t e d the purposes 
and p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the United Nations and r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
instruments. Attempts to impose such conditions' on the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South A f r i c a could increase the problems i n the r e g i o n and pose a serious 
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t h r e a t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . A s i m i l a r t h r e a t was posed hy the 
c o l o n i a l Powers' maintainance of m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s i n s o - c a l l e d small 
t e r r i t o r i e s , the populations of which were heing denied t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f -
determination. 

2 1 . I n h i s delegation's view, the Commission must express f i r m and imoquivocahle 
support f o r the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of c o l o n i a l peoples and c o u n t r i e s . 
Moreover, i t was high time that the United Nations, and the Commission i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , envisaged e f f e c t i v e measures to defend that b a s i c brman r i g h t of 
c o l o n i a l peoples. South A f r i c a was v i o l a t i n g the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n on 
such a s c a l e t h a i the continued prevention by i t s a l l i e s of the adoption of the 
r e l e v a n t measures envisaged i n Chapter V I I of the Charter was i n e x p l i c a b l e . 

2 2 . B u l g a r i a had on a number of occasions r e a f f i r m e d i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the 
c o l o n i a l peoples' struggle against i m p e r i a l i s m , c o l o n i a l i s m and n e o - c o l o n i a l i s n 
and against any form of domination and .oppression; i t viould continue to support 
the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements i n southern A f r i c a and the peoples of the newly-
l i b e r a t e d c o u n t r i e s i n t h e i r endeavours to uphold t h e i r independence and freedom, 
to choose t h e i r path of s o c i a l development and to safeguard t h e i r t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y and sovereignty, 

2 3 . Mr, YOUSSIP (Iraq) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had s t u d i e d c a r e f u l l y the r e p o r t 
of the S p e c i a l Committee (А / 3 3 / 3 5 6 ) , and congratulated i t s members on t h e i r work 
i n r e v e a l i n g the"shocking t r u t h about the systematic and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s being perpetrated by the Z i o n i s t a u t h o r i t i e s i n P a l e s t i n e , That 
question should be viev/ed i n connexion w i t h the b a s i c tenets and aims of .zionism. 
Statements by l e a d i n g Z i o n i s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , such as Ben Gurion and Weizmann, 
made i t c l e a r that zionism was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by c o l o n i a l i s m and by d e n i a l of the 
r i g h t s , c u l t u r e and existence of the Arabs, Z i o n i s t d o c t r i n e had from the outset 
envisaged a Jewish s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e as a p a r t of Europe's rampart against A s i a ; 
and the B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n of 2 November 1917 had been described as a document i n 
which one n a t i o n solemnly promised a second n a t i o n the land of a t h i r d n a t i o n . 
The Z i o n i s t s had always sought a l l i a n c e w i t h a f o r e i g n Power whose i n t e r e s t s were 
c o n t r a r y to those of the Ara.b people and of a l l peoples s t r u g g l i n g against 
c o l o n i a l i s m ' - p e r t t c u l a r l y w i t h the "united States, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the major 
i m p e r i a l i s t Powers, Moreover, the Z i o n i s t s f l o u t e d United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s 
concerning embargoes on the r a c i s t régimes, p a r t i c u l a r l y South A f r i c a , . Those 
p r a c t i c e s had been solemnly condemned i n paragraph 18 of the D e c l a r a t i o n and 
Programme of A c t i o n of the World Conference to Combat Racism and R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n - a conference boycotted by the Z i o n i s t s a.nd_ t h e i r United States 
a l l i e s , ; The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's o p i n i o n on the r a c i s t and aggressive 
c h a r a c t e r of zionism was- c l e a r l y expressed i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o r j s 3 3 7 9(XXX) 
and 3 3 / 7 I A , His d e l e g a t i o n f e l t sure that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community would soon 
be able to implement the l a t t e r r e s o l u t i o n f i i l l y , d e spite the Z i o n i s t s ' a l l i a n c e 
w i t h the United States, 

2 4 . The s a m e . c o l o n i a l i s t and r a c i s t s p i r i t was also evident i n the Z i o n i s t s ' 
i n t e r n a l p o l i c y , where human r i g h t s were v i o l a t e d by d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s , 
a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t and s y s t e m a t i c - t o r t u r e , and the p o l i c y of settlements, " ' 

2 5 . A t y p i c a l example of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s was the I s r a e l i Supreme Court's 
r e f u s a l to grant a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r Mohammed Burkan to buy an apartment i n the 
Jewish quarter of the o l d town of Jerusalem, from v/hich he and h i s f a m i l y had been 
e x p e l l e d s e v e r a l years p r e v i o u s l y . 
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2 6 . A r b i t r a r y a r r e s t and inliuman and degrading treatment of detainees was becoming 
a constant and systematic p r a c t i c e . The S p e c i a l Committee, i n paragraph 127 i n 
i t s r e p o r t ( A / 3 3 / 3 5 6 ) , had noted no s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n o f the p o p u l a t i o n of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s i n r e l a t i o n to previous 
years. The a u t h o r i t i e s imposed emergency laws of the very type they themselves 
had protested'against under the B r i t i s h liandate, such laws being used as a l e g a l 
•pretext f o r a r r e s t s . The S p e c i a l Committee, i n paragraph 94 of i t s r e p o r t , 
r e f e r r e d to i t s e a r l i e r c o n c l u s i o n that there were very strong i n d i c a t i o n s that 
cases of t o r t u r e had occurred and continued to occur? that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community could not connive at a c o n t i n u a t i o n of such an abhorrent p r a c t i c e , and 
that there was a need f o r a t o t a l r e v i s i o n of e x i s t i n g procedures and f o r new and 
more e f f e c t i v e arrangements. I t also referred,, i n paragraph IO5 o f the r e p o r t , to 
a statement by the Commissioner of P r i s o n s that the r a p i d increase i n the number of 
p r i s o n e r s i n I s r a e l and the f a i l u r e , t o b u i l d new p r i s o n s had l e d to shocking 
c o n d i t i o n s due to overcroxiding.. In paragraph IO7 o f i t s r e p o r t , the S p e c i a l 
Committee- q u i t e r i g h t l y emphasized the existence of r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , even i n 
p r i s o n s . 

2 7 . F i n a l l y , tile Z i o n i s t e n t i t y was v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s by founding and b u i l d i n g 
s e t t l e r c o l o n i e s , thus f l o u t i n g world o p i n i o n v/hich was unanimous i n regard.ing the 
process a.s i n c o n s i s t e n t v/ith the Geneva' Conventions. Paragraph 46 of the 
S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t was p a r t i c u l a r l y i l l u m i n a t i n g concerning the i n f l u e n c e 
of Z i o n i s t movements on settlement p o l i c y . The I s r a e l i settlement programme v/as 
proceeding apace on the West Banlc, vdiere i t v/as planned to create 84 tovmships to 
accommodate 27,000 f a m i l i e s over the next f i v e years. S u b s t a n t i a l ci-edits had been 
made a v a i l a b l e f o r the extension of e x i s t i n g ' c olonies on the. West Banlv, i n Gaza and 
on the Goland Heights, and a new tovm v/as to be b u i l t , between Jerusalem and J e r i c h o . 
Hew lands had been s e i z e d r e c e n t l y on the VJest Banlt, and l a r g e - s c a l e plans had been 
drawn up to extend the Jevrish d i s t r i c t s b u i l t since I 9 6 7 i n the Arab s e c t i o n of 
Jerusalem. The s e t t l e i " c o l o n i e s i n P a l e s t i n e were an even more serious matter than 
the Bantustans i n South A f r i c a , f o r their'purpose v/as to c o n f i s c a e Arab l a n d , 
o b l i g e the Arabs to leave t h e i r country and create ghettos reserved ex.clusively f o r 
the Z i o n i s t s . 

28. His d e l e g a t i o n had c a r e f u l l y considered the s t u d i e s prepared by the Committee 
on the E x e r c i s e of the Inalienable, E i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n People concerning the 
o r i g i n s and e v o l u t i o n of the P a l e s t i n e problem. The r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had long been a f f i r m e d by United Nations organs and 
had r e c e n t l y been r e i t e r a t e d i n paragi-aph I 9 of the D e c l a r a t i o n and Programme of 
A c t i o n adopted by the viorld Conference to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
( A / 5 5 / 2 6 2 ) . 

2 9 . I n order to demonstrate the seriousness of I s r a e l ' s r e f u s a l to implement 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s concerning the s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people, he wished to e x p l a i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f that r i g h t 
and of i t s v i o l a t i o n . United Nations s t u d i e s and r e s o l u t i o n s had r e a f f i r m e d the 
contemporary tendency to consider the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as an imperative 
norm of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Paragraph 80 o f document E/GN.4/Sub.2/4O5 (volume l ) 
r e a f f i r m e d that viev/, as d i d paragraph 29 of the D e c l a r a t i o n and Programme of A c t i o n 
of the World Conference to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , The i n t e r n a t i o n a . l 
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l e g a l e f f e c t s d e r i v i n g from the .1us cogens character of the r i g h t to s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a l i o n could he considered on two l e v e l s ; the i n t e r n a l i o n a l l e g a l 
q u a l i f i c a l i o n of the d e n i a l and v i o l a l i o n of r e s o l u t i o n s concerning the r i g h t 
of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a l i o n , and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l e f f e c t s of 
,1us cogens on i n t e r n a l i o n a l agreements and t r e a t i e s vrixLch a f f e c t e d and v i o l a t e d 
t h a i r i g h t . On the f i r s t p o i n t , paragraph 101 of document Е/СП .4/ЗиЬ .2/405 (volume I ) 
described the v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a l i o n a.s an i n t e r n a t i o n a l crime. 
I s r a e l was g u i l t y of such a crime, since i t disregarded the r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a,s w e l l a.s pra . c t i s i n g discrimina.tion a.nd occupying 
the t e r r i t o r y of a.nother people Ъу f o r c e . Those. Z i o n i s t a.cts c o n s t i t u t e d a. 
challenge a.nd a.n a.ffront to the intema.tiona.l community, which should ta.lce urgent 
steps to remedy the s i t u a t i o n , i n a.cco.rda.nce w i t h chapter VII of the Charter of 
the United Nations a.nd Genera.l Assemhly r e s o l u t i o n З З / Т И . On the second p o i n t , 
a . r t i c l e 53 of the Vienna Convention oh the La.w of Trea.ties, s t i p u l a t e d that a 
trea.ty which c o n f l i c t e d w i t h a, peremptory norm of general interna.tiona.! la.w, such 
a.s the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , was vo i d . Thus, a.ny trea.ty, such 
as the Camp P a v i d agi-eements, which v i o l a t e d the r i g h t of the people of P a l e s t i n e 
to self-determina.tion was p o l i t i c a l l y a.nd le g a . l l y v o i d . At the n i n t h Ага.Ъ Sujîirait 
Conference h e l d i n Ba.ghda.d from 2 to 5 November 1 9 7 8 , the Ara.b c o u n t r i e s ha.d been 
una.nimous i n t h e i r condemna.tion of a.ttempts to rea.ch a.greements which adversely 
a.ffected the r i g h t s of the Pa.lestinia.n people. His country ha.d taken preventive 
mea.sures to sa.fegua.rd the ina.liena.ble r i g h t s of Ara.bs from Z i o n i s t threa.ts aga.inst 
the Arab people, i n c l u d i n g the s i g n i n g of a. j o i n t cha.rter f o r na.tiona.l.a.ction w i t h 
the Syria.n Ara.b Republic. 

3 0 . His delega.tion b e l i e v e d tha.t the Commission .would a.dopt r e s o l u t i o n s designed 
to put a.n end to the viola.tions of huma.n r i g h t s i n the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g " Pa,lestine, and would r e a . f f i r n the ina.liena.ble r i g h t s of the Pa.lestinia„n . 
people. 

3 1 . Mr. Ga.rva.lov (Bulga.ria.) took, the Cha.ir. 

3 2 . Mrs. LAKSin-IE PANDIT (India) s a i d that i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that the S p e c i a l • 
Coimnittee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i Pi-actices A f f e c t i n g the Huma.n Rights of the 
PopifLation of the Occupied T e r r i t o i i e s ha... noted no s i g n i f i c a . n t cha,nges i n the 
huina.n r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n of the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n of those t e r r i t o r i e s . The d i r e c t 
cause of the c o n t i n u i n g t u r m o i l a.nd da.ily v i o l e n c e i n those a.rea.s v/a.s the fa.ct of 
t h e i r occupa,tion. The r e s t i t u t i o n of the r i g h t to self-determina.tion wa.s contingent 
upon the end of mi l i t a . r y occupa.tion, a.nd i t wa.s obvious that a. la. s t i n g pea.ce vra.s 
dependent on remova.l of the root ca.use of the c o n f l i c t . 

3 3 . However, fa.r from working tovia„rds tha.t end, Isra.el d e l i b e r a . t e l y continiied to 
perpetua.te i t s occupa.tion of those t e r r i t o r i e s and wa.s i n t e n s i f y i n g i t s a.nnexa.tion 
p o l i c y through the expa.nsion of e x i s t i n g settlements a.nd the crea.tion of new ones » 
I t had c o n s c i o u s l y follovfed a. p o l i c y that v i o l a t e d the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
pa.rticula.rly a . r t i c l e 47 j p r o h i b i t i n g a.nnexa.tion of t e r r i t o r y under m i l i t a , r y 
occupation, a.nd a r t i c l e 49> p r o h i b i t i n g the tra.nsfer of c i t i z e n s i n t o occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s . Such p o l i c i e s l e d to the viola.tions of the Нглпап r i g h t s of the 
Pa,lestinia.n people which were a.mply suibsta,ntia.ted i n the report of the 'Specia.l 
Committee (A / 3 3 / 3 5 6 ) . ' • • 
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34« The i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , of the P a l e s t i n i a n people could only be restored when a 
comprehensive peace'settlement based on the f o l l o w i n g p r i n c i p l e s had been reached: 
there .must be t o t a l respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e of n o n - a c q u i s i t i o n of t e r r i t o r y by 
f o r c e ; t e r r i t o r i e s , occupied by conquest should be vacated by both m i l i t a r y and 
c i v i l i a n a l i e n s ; the r i g h t of refugees to r e t u r n v o l u n t a r i l y to t h e i r own lands and 
homes must be honoured^ the r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs to n a t i o n a l - s e l f - . 
determination should be r e a l i z e d ; boundaries should be s e t t l e d through n e g o t i a t i o n s 
and not by f o r c e ; and the r i g h t of a l l States, i n c l u d i n g an Arab P a l e s t i n e State, to 
e x i s t w i t h i n secure and. recognized boundaries should be accepted. 

3 5 . Mr. Beaulne (Canada) resumed the Chair. 

3 6 . Mr. ВАВНОЖ (Observer f o r I s r a e l ) s a i d that he would not ansvrer a l l the 
contentions of previous speakers, some of which had been i r r e l e v a n t . However, since 
reference had been made to E i n s t e i n , he wished to malee i t c l e a r that E i n s t e i n had 
been a Z i o n i s t throughout h i s l i f e and had been o f f e r e d the Presidency of the 
State of I s r a e l i n l 9 5 1 . 

3 7 . R e f e r r i n g to thé statement o f the Sxredish d e l e g a t i o n , he pointed out that he had 
not r e f u t e d the a l l e g a t i o n s made against I s r a e l i n general terms only but had i n f a c t 
r e f e r r e d to s p e c i f i c cases. 

3 8 . His d e l e g a t i o n could not accept J u s t i c e M'Baye's sioggestion that there were two 
or three f o c a l . p o i n t s of human r i g h t s problems i n the world. I n the Middle East 
alone, the tragedy o f Lebanon's l o s s of independence and c i v i l s t r i f e could not be 
overlooked, any more than could Iraq's dungeons and gallows. However, he was 
g r a t e f u l f o r the f a c t that J u s t i c e M'Baye had spoken of the f i l m "Holocaust", which 
presented a'challenge.to the human conscience and showed the dangers threatening 
a l l m i n o r i t i e s as w e l l as the s p e c i f i c Jewish c o n d i t i o n . The h i s t o r i c a l answer o f 
h i s people to the i n j u s t i c e and d e p r i v a t i o n they had suffe r e d had been zionism, a 
Jewish renaissance i n t h e i r own ancient l a n d . 

39» The documentation before the Commission should be seen I n the l i g h t of the . 
automatic m a j o r i t y w i t h i n the United Nations that was always at the d i s p o s a l of the 
Arab States and the p o l i t i c a l machinery that transformed any a n t i - I s r a e l i a l l e g a t i o n 
i n t o a United Nations r e s o l u t i o n . General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2443 ( X X I I l ) , 
e s t a b l i s h i n g the- S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the 
Human Rig h t s of the P o p u l a t i o n of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s had.been remarkable i n 
that i t handed down the v e r d i c t while demanding a t r i a l . The c o n s t i t u t i o n of,the 
S p e c i a l Committee had followed the same l i n e s , s i n c e the c r e d e n t i a l s f o r membership 
were a country's record of animosity towards I s r a e l and the Gommittee was c u r r e n t l y 
formed by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of cou n t r i e s which had no d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l . 
I n the past decade, n e a r l y 30 r e s o l u t i o n s of i n c r e a s i n g v i r u l e n c e had been adopted 
by the General Assembly and by the Commission on Human R i g h t s . Obviously the 
automatic m a j o r i t y was not r e s t r a i n e d by considerations of equity, a sense of 
p r o p o r t i o n or i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t e g r i t y . The a l l e g a t i o n s made against I s r a e l i n recent 
years were the more h y p o c r i t i c a l i f the h o r r o r s t a k i n g place i n so many p a r t s of the 
world were taken i n t o account. 
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4 0 . There were signs that the members of the S p e c i a l Committee were beginning to 
r e a l i z e the a b s u r d i t y and moral i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h e i r task. The Committee's most 
recent r e p o r t (А/ 3 3 / 3 5 6 ) showed g r e a t e r v e r b a l r e s t r a i n t than previous r e p o r t s and • 
included a s p e c i a l chapter on the problem of a n a l y s i n g evidence. However, the 
Committee remained the v i c t i m of i t s a l l e g i a n c e s and preconceptions. The main 
contention of the r e p o r t , as i l l u s t r a t e d by i t s paragraph I3O, was that the 
m i l i t a r y government's a c t i v i t y was a r b i t r a r y and v i n d i c t i v e and was designed to 
demoralize the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n , i n t e r a l i a through the d e m o l i t i o n of houses. 
I t had been repeatedly claimed that the d e m o l i t i o n of houses was contrary to 
a r t i c l e 53 0Î the Fourth Geneva Convention. However, according to the commentary 
to the Convention by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross, such a c t i o n could 
be taken when m i l i t a r y requirements so demanded, provided, that the occupying 
a u t h o r i t i e s kept a sense of p r o p o r t i o n . He assured the Commission that the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s acted w i t h the utmost s e l f - r e s t r a i n t i n that regard and that houses 
were demolished o n l y f o r imperative s e c u r i t y reasons, to save human l i v e s 
threatened.by t e r r o r i s m . 

4 1 . He had already r e f e r r e d i n h i s e a r l i e r statement to the complaints regarding 
c o n d i t i o n s of d e t e n t i o n , i l l - t r e a t m e n t and t o r t u r e . He pointed out that s i m i l a r 
complaints were heard under every j u d i c i a l system and should be viewed v;ith c a u t i o n . 
R e g r e t t a b l y , the S p e c i a l Committee had g i v e n u n q u a l i f i e d credence to witnesses such 
as Fatma Barnawl and S a b r i e l A s s a l i , who might vrel l have been p o l i t i c a l l y motivated 
to make f a l s e statements. 

4 2 . The r e p o r t a l s o mentioned the question of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n . He stressed 
t h a t that p r a c t i c e was admitted under a r t i c l e s 42 and 78. of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, I t was a p p l i e d i n connexion w i t h grave s e c u r i t y problems. There were 
now o n l y 19 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e detainees and t h e i r cases were reviewed every s i x months 
by a committee presided over by a judge. Access to the High Court of J u s t i c e was 
open to them, and new l e g i s l a t i o n to be introduced s h o r t l y vrould provide them w i t h 
a d d i t i o n a l guarantees, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t of appeal to the Supreme Court. 

4 3 . The S p e c i a l Committee had supported i t s f i n d i n g s vdth r e p o r t s from the I s r a e l i 
p r e s s . However, i t d i d not seem to be f u l l y aware of the r o l e of the press i n a 
democratic country vihere every o p i n i o n was admitted. I n I s r a e l , both the Jewish and 
Arab press enjoyed complete freedom, the only l e g a l l i m i t a t i o n being m i l i t a r y 
censorship, and then only on s e c u r i t y grounds. The S p e c i a l Committee, however, was 
not i n t e r e s t e d i n the o v e r a l l p i c t u r e and. had selected only items which vrould s u i t 
i t s preconceived scheme, o m i t t i n g to mention such p o s i t i v e features as economic 
progress, the new medical insurance and the r i s i n g r a t e of school attendance. Using 
the Committee's method, anything could be proved w i t h respect to any country endowed 
w i t h a f r e e press. Such an e x e r c i s e i n s e l e c t i v e q uotation d i d no c r e d i t to the 
authors. 

4 4 . A s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the r e p o r t was the l i s t of 319 i n c i d e n t s described as 
being d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e to the m i l i t a r y occupation. The l i s t was intended to 
prove a p a t t e r n of r e s i s t a n c e and i n c l u d e d , together w i t h minor disturbances, a 
number of grave t e r r o r i s t a t t acks against the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . However, the 
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t o l l of human l i v e s anü s u f f e r i n g vas nowhere mentioneâ. H i s d e l e g a t i o n considered 
that an i n a d m i s s i b l e a t t i t u d e and r e j e c t e d the attempt to v/hitewash t e r r o r i s m . Those 
res p o n s i b l e f o r such t e r r o r i s t crimes would not be l e f t unpunished and I s r a e l should 
not be l e f t alone i n that s t r u g g l e . The Commission should remember that no country 
was f o r e v e r immune to the t h r e a t of t e r r o r i s m and that i t was h i g h time to make the 
s t r u g g l e against i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s m a j o i n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l concern. 

45» Another c e n t r a l theme of the r e p o r t was the question of I s r a e l i settlements i n 
the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . However, the existence of a h i s t o r i c a l l i n k between the 
Jews and the land of I s r a e l , a l s o c a l l e d Judea and l a t e r P a l e s t i n e , should come as 
no s u r p r i s e to the S p e c i a l Committee or to the Commission, That l i n k had been 
confirmed i n the Mandate on P a l e s t i n e e s t a b l i s h e d by the C o u n c i l of the 
League of Nations i n 1 9 2 2 . I t was a vrell-known f a c t that the Jews had always l i v e d 
i n P a l e s t i n e and had i n h a b i t e d t o ^ s and v i l l a g e s i n Judea, Samaria and Gaza u n t i l 
d r i v e n out i n 1948 by the Jordanian and E g y p t i a n i n v a s i o n . The Jordanian r u l e had 
introduced the n o t i o n that a Jew should be excluded from the area because he was a 
Jew. Moreover, i t had been provided that no Jew could become a Jordanian subject 
and that the s a l e of land to a Jew was a crime punishable by death. That was b l a t a n t 
anti-Semitism and' a f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights 
and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , Many of the Jewish 
settlements had been e s t a b l i s h e d on Jewish-oxmed or barren l a n d j i n only a few cases 
had p r i v a t e land been i n v o l v e d , and then f u l l compensation had been o f f e r e d . The . 
r e p o r t claimed that the settlements had had an adverse e f f e c t on the region's water 
res e r v e s . Hov/ever,, water management i n the t e r r i t o r i e s had been thoughtful and 
e f f i c i e n t and the a g r i c u l t u r a l p r oduction of the Arab p o p u l a t i o n had increased 
g r e a t l y since 1 % ! , 

46. I n any case, i t should be borne i n mind that the Jewish p o p u l a t i o n i n Judea and 
Samaria amounted to 7?ООО, as compared w i t h three quarters of a m i l l i o n Arabs. The 
current epoch was marked by l a r g e , o f t e n c a t a s t r o p h i c , p o p u l a t i o n movements. The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had ignored the displacement of C h r i s t i a n s i n Lebanon and had 
done l i t t l e to a l l e v i a t e the s u f f e r i n g of Vietnamese refugees. However, when a few 
thousand Jews decided to l i v e among a predominantly Arab p o p u l a t i o n to keep watch 
along the borders and r e i n f o r c e I s r a e l ' s guard against sudden m i l i t a r y onslaughts or 
t e r r o r i s t i n c u r s i o n s , excitement rose to a climax. I t was hard to understand why 
the u n i t e d Nations should be i n v o l v e d i n a question which was, to a l a r g e extent, a 
problem of s e c u r i t y and s t r a t e g i c defence, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of I s r a e l ' s statement 
to the e f f e c t that tho settlements would not be an o b s t a c l e to peace and would not 
decide the f i n a l borders between I s r a e l and i t s neighbours. 

47• I n h i s view, the S p e c i a l Committee had exceeded i t s terras of r e f e r e n c e . For 
i n s t a n c e , by rerommending that the General Assembly should put an end to I s r a e l i 
occupation of the t e r r i t o r i e s , i t had arrogated to i t s e l f a policy-making f u n c t i o n 
which belonged e s s e n t i a l l y to the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . The i n c l u s i o n of so many 
p o l i t i c a l elements i n the r e p o r t r e l e g a t e d tho items concerning human r i g h t s to a 
p o s i t i o n of secondary importance. There was reason to doubt whether the S p e c i a l 
Committee's i n t e r e s t i n human r i g h t s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s wa.s genuine or whether i t 
was a n c i l l a r y to p o l i t i c a l aims. 
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4 8 . The Commission was now faced w i t h a dilemma. The easy s o l u t i o n would he 
to repeat i n more extreme terms i t s r e s o l u t i o n of the-previous year, without 
taking, the content i n t o account - un f o r t u n a t e l y a common p r a c t i c e i n the 
United Nations. A l t e r n a t i v e l y , i t could refuse to give i n to extraneous 
co n s i d e r a t i o n s and i n t e r e s t s . I f the Commission wished to he f a i t h f u l to i t s 
mandate, i t s primary concern should he the q u a l i t y of l i f e of ordinary people 
i n the area. . Was the vast s i l e n t m a j o r i t y r e a l l y s u f f e r i n g under I s r a e l i 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , ha,d t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s improved or d e t e r i o r a t e d and were t h e i r 
r i g h t s adequately protected? The answers to those questions viere a v a i l a b l e to 
anyone who honestly wished to know them. 

49. I s r a e l took the Fourth Geneva Convention as i t s standard, although, i n 
many f i e l d s , the p o p u l a t i o n of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s enjoyed greater r i g h t s 
than'those provided f o r i n the Convention - f o r example, the h o l d i n g of f r e e 
m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n s and freedom of t r a v e l to and trade w i t h neighbouring c o u n t r i e s 
that were i n a s t a t e of wa.r w i t h I s r a e l . The I s r a e l i Government had a l s o made 
s p e c i a l arrangements to enable thousands of p i l g r i m s from, the t e r r i t o r i e s to make 
t h e i r journey to Mecca, Moreover, the t e r r i t o r i e s x/ere exp e r i e n c i n g an 
unprecedented economic boom and enjoyed v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d education and he a l t h 
budgets. Yet the S p e c i a l Committee t r i e d to create the impression that they were 
i n a s t a t e of i n c i p i e n t r e v o l t . That was u t t e r l y removed from r e a l i t y ; any 
v i s i t o r was impressed by the absence of I s r a e l i troops or p o l i c e . The c i v i l 
p o l i c e were l o c a l l y r e c r u i t e d , c i v i l and c r i m i n a l judges were Arabs, There 
were 16,000 Arab o f f i c i a l s i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and only 600 I s r a e l i s , 

50. I n 1978, the Commission had adopted r e s o l u t i o n 2 (XXXIV) on the establishment 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n State, a p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r c o n f l i c t and v i o l e n c e that should 
never have been countena.nced by a body dedicated to human r i g h t s . However, tha.t 
r e s o l u t i o n had been superseded by the Camp David agreements, which provided f o r 
a five-^year p e r i o d of s e l f - r u l e d u r i ng which the question of sovereignty would 
be l e f t i n abeyance, f o l l o w e d by n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h - P a l e s t i n i a n p a r t i c i p a . t i o n f o r 
a f i n a l peace t r e a t y . Strangely, the S p e c i a l Committee had not ma.de the 
s l i g h t e s t mention of those agreements in. i t s r e p o r t . However, the world ha.d 
taken n o t i c e and the I s r a e l i and Egyp t i a n l e a d e r s had been awarded the Nobel Peace 
P r i z e . The I s r a e l i / E g y p t i a n peace n e g o t i a t i o n s must now transform the p r i n c i p l e s 
i n t o a trea,ty and both p a r t i e s were awa,re of the serious r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
i n v o l v e d . Despite a.ll the d i f f i c u l t i e s , I s r a e l and Egypt were pr e p a r i n g the 
ground f o r a broad settlement of the 30-yea.r war which would change the face 
of the Middle East f o r a lon g time to come. Peace was i n the o f f i n g , and soon 
the United Nations would be c a l l e d to choose between supporting the f o r c e s of 
d i s r u p t i o n and d e s t r u c t i o n or the e f f o r t s f o i " a. f r e e , sta.ble and prosperous 
Middle East,^ I t wOu.ld be a grievous mista.ke to s a c r i f i c e the cause of pea.ce 
to f l e e t i n g expediency. ' ^ • 

51. Those were the questions on which the members of the Commission should 
r e f l e c t . He hoped that they would i-ise to t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I f they 
d i d , they would ha,ve taken the f i r s t step to b r i n g i n g the Un i t e d Nations back 
to i t s t r u e r o l e , making i t once a.gain r e l e v a n t to. the expectations of mankind. 

52. I-Ir. EL-FATTAL ( S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , speaking i n ex e r c i s e of h i s r i g h t 
of r e p l y , s a i d that the observer f o r I s r a e l had ignored the reference by the 
representa.tiye of A u s t r i a to the proposal made i n paragraph 1 34 of the 
S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t , I s r a e l was a.pplying laws which ha.d been i n fo r c e 
i n the t e r r i t o r i e s before t h e i r occupation, but h i s d e l e g a t i o n contended tha.t 
those laws were superseded by i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, namely the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
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The occupier of a f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r y had no choice but to respect that Convention. 
He did. not understand how E i n s t e i n , who was a r e l a t i v i s t and a Swiss n a t i o n a l , 
could have been considered, f o r the post of Pr e s i d e n t of I s r a e l , an a b s o l u t i s t 
S t ate. With regard to oppression, he drew a t t e n t i o n to an a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d i n 
the Osservatore Romano, the o f f i c i a l organ of the V a t i c a n C i t y , on 9 Jc,nuary 1979s 
e n t i t l e d , "Les Chrétiens et l a Terre Sainte". He aslced that the a r t i c l e should 
be c i r c u l a t e d as an o f f i c i a l docui'nent of the Commission, since the inforffia:tion i t 
contained about the desperate p l i g h t of C h r i s t i a n s i n the Holy L.r̂ .nd wa,s i r r e f u t a b l e . 
The S p e c i a l Committee had not been represented at the current meeting and could 
not t h e r e f o r e r e p l y to the I s r a e l i a l l e g a t i o n s concerning i t s r e p o r t . I n f u t u r e , 
i f the observer f o r I s r a e l was to be permitted to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the debate, the 
Chairman of the S p e c i a l Committee should a l s o be i n v i t e d . 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOIGC, SOCIAL А1Ш CULTURAL 
RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UlTIVERSAL DECLARATION OF ШПШ RIGHTS AND IN THE 
INTERimTIONAL COVEÍI/INT ON ECONOMIC, S0CL1L AND -CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND S'TUDY OF 
SPECIAL PROBIEMS WIICH THE DEVELOPING COUIWRIES FACE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE 
THESE НиМ/Ш RIGHTS (agenda item 8 ) (E/CN.4 / 1 2 7 1 ; E/CN . 4 / 1 5 2 9 | E/CN.4/133.4) • ' 
S1^TUS4;F ÏIS ÏITTEIÎIŶ TlJiLL COVSILlNTS ON IIUliiN RIGHTS (agenda item 21 ) (E/ C U . 4/1329 5 
li/33/ф) 

5 3 . I'Ir. van BOVEN ( D i r e c t o r , D i v i s i o n of Huma.n Rights) i n t r o d u c i n g a.gende, item 8 , 
noted that: the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , by d e c i s i o n 229 ( L X I l ) , had endorsed 
the recommendation тэЛе by the Commission i n paragraph 4 of i t s r e s o l i i t i o n 4 ( X X X I I l ) , 
namely that the. Secretary .-General, i n co-operation w i t h UNESCO and the other 
competent specia,lized agencies, should be i n v i t e d to undertake a study of 
"the i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimensions of the r i g h t to development a,s a h-uman r i g h t i n 
r e l a t i o n w i t h other human r i g h t s based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation, i n c l u d i n g 
the r i g h t to peace, t a k i n g i n t o account the requirements of the New Intemationcгl 
Economic Order and fundamental huna,n needs", and to malee the study a v a i l a b l e to 
the ComDiission at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n . 

5 4 . I n pre p a r i n g the study (E/CN.4 / 1 3 3 4 )j which was now before the Commission, 
the Secretary-General had taken i n t o account the views of the competent s p e c i a l i z e d 
a,gencies of the Un i t e d Nations and of the papers presented to the UNESCO Experts 
Meeting on Human R i g h t s , H-oman Needs and the Establishment of a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Economic Order h e l d i n P a r i s i n Jime 1 9 7 8 . I n a,ddition, i n f o r m a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
had ta,ken pla,ce i n Geneva with persons competent i n re l e v a n t f i e l d s . Note had 
a l s o been taken of a j o i n t statement submitted by a number of non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c o n s u l t a t i v e sta.tus (E/CN . 4 /NGO / 2 1 4 and C o r r . l ) . 

5 5 . The study, which covered new ground, ЬаЛ been a challenge to the S e c r e t a r i a t . 
I t was c e r t a i n l y not the l a s t word on the subject.- The S e c r e t a r i a t was a.ware 
that human r i g h t s needed to be considered a l s o as a g l o b a l i s s u e i n t e r r e l a t e d 
w i t h other i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s such as the ma,intenance of peace and s e c u r i t y and 
economic and s o c i a l development. The study also r e f l e c t e d new approaches i n 
terms of s o l i d a r i t y ; i n that connexion, UNESCO had r e f e r r e d to the " t h i r d 
generation" of human r i g h t s , such as the r i g h t to peace, to development and to 
a sound and l i v a b l e environment. 
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5 6 . The Commission would a l s o have before i t a report submitted by IMESCO 
(E/CN.4 / 1 5 4 0 ) , together vjith three annexes, namely, a report on the June 197Ô 
Experts Meeting, a paper by Mr. K. M'Baye and a paper by Mr. H. Gros E s p i e l l . 
The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of UNESCO would no doubt address the Commission on h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s vievjs and work i n that sphere. 

5 7 . - As he had stated at the opening of•the current s e s s i o n , the l i h i between 
development and human r i g h t s was fundamentar. In the study before the 
Commission, the concept of development was defined as encompassing the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of the human person i n harmony w i t h the 
community. The human person was seen as the subject r a t h e r than a mere object 
of the development process, and development was i n t e r p r e t e d as r e q u i r i n g the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n of both m a t e r i a l and non-material needs. V/hile the study focused 
on the " i n t e r n a t i o n a l " dimensions of the r i g h t to development, i t a l s o noted 
that i t was not alv;ays p o s s i b l e to draw a workable d i s t i n c t i o n betv/een the 
" n a t i o n a l " and the " i n t e r n a t i o n a l " dimensions of development and human r i g h t s -
r e l a t e d i s s u e s (E/CN.4/1334? para. 3 7 ) . 

5 8 . The report noted that there v;as a range of e t l i i c a l arguments to support 
the existence of the r i g h t to development, and als o submitted that there was 
a very s u b s t a n t i a l body of p r i n c i p l e s based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments which 
demonstrated the existence of a human r i g h t to development i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 
In p a r t i c u l a r , reference was made to A r t i c l e s 1 , 55 and 56 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and to some fundamental p r o v i s i o n s of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n 
of Human R i g h t s , such as a r t i c l e s 22 and 28. A r t i c l e 1 of both the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights was of major s i g n i f i c a n c e , and mention 
could a l s o be made of a r t i c l e s 2 ( l ) and 1 1 . A r t i c l e 3 of the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n and a r t i c l e 6. of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i ghts were al s o r e l e v a n t . The study examined the questions of v;ho i;ei'e the 
subjects and b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the r i g h t to development and what were the duties 
f l o w i n g from that r i g h t . I t i n d i c a t e d that the i s s u e of whether the r i g h t to 
development was an i n d i v i d u a l , a c o l l e c t i v e or both, an i n d i v i d u a l and a 
c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t , v;hich had been r a i s e d at the Commission's t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , 
d i d not need x: be posed as one involv.ing the choice of i.rutually e x c l u s i v e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . Therefore, i t v j a s necessary to seek to s t r i k e a c a r e f u l balance 
between the i n t e r e s t s of the c o l l e c t i v i t y and those of the i n d i v i d u a l , and f u l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n decision-malcing might provide the key to a c h i e v i n g such a 
balance. The subjects and b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the r i g h t to development could 
i n c l u d e S t a t e s , peoples, m i n o r i t i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s , while the r e l a t e d d u t i e s 
might be considered to f a l l upon the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . S t a t e s , r e g i o n a l and subregional State groupings, other-
t r a n s n a t i o n a l e n t i t i e s i n c l u d i n g c o r p o r a t i o n s , and i n d i v i d u a l s . The p r e c i s e 
content of the r i g h t could only be determined by a thorough a n a l y s i s of the 
sources upon which i t v;as based. Consequently, i t was suggested t h a t f u r t h e r 
a n a l y s i s might be d i r e c t e d tovjards i d e n t i f y i n g - a n d e l a b o r a t i n g some of the 
s p e c i f i c r i g h t s and du t i e s to be a t t r i b u t e d to a l l r e l e v a n t e n t i t i e s . 

59• The i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimensions of the r i g h t to development were oonsidered 
i n r e l a t i o n to fou r s p e c i f i c concepts, namely, other human r i g h t s , the r i g h t 
to peace, the requirements of the nev; i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order and 
fundamental human needs. With regard to the f i r s t concept, the study emphasized 
that a development s t r a t e g r based on p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n and the d e n i a l of 
human r i g h t s might con t r i b u t e to the r e a l i z a t i o n of some economic o b j e c t i v e s 
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but could never lead to f u l l and genuine development. As to the second concept, 
i t was stressed that disarmament and the c e s s a t i o n of the arms race vías a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r r e a l i z a t i o n of both the r i g h t to peace and r i g h t to development. 
Regarding the r e l a t i o n s l o i p between the r i g h t to development and the requirements 
of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order, a t t e n t i o n was drawn to General-Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 32/130 v.'hich stated that r e a l i z a t i o n of that order v;as an e s s e n t i a l 
element f o r the e f f e c t i v e promotion of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms 
and should thus be accorded p r i o r i t y . The study a l s o mentioned the need f o r a. 
new i n t e r n a t i o n a l power s t r u c t u r e and f o r the progressive r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
r i g h t to development v j i t h i n S t a t e s . Achievement of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic"order'should not Ъе'considered'a an end i n - i t s e l f but as the теап8_ to 
secure more j u s t i c e and grea t e r enjoyment of human H g h t s by peoples and 
i n d i v i d u a l s ; consequently, i t would need to be supplemented by a new s o c i a l and 
human order a,t both the i n t e r n a t i o n a l and domestic l e v e l s . F i n a l l y , w i t h regard 
to fundamental human needs, the.report analysed the r e l a t i o n s h i p betv/een needs 
and r i g h t s , examined the "basi c needs" s t r a t e g y adopted by the 1976 VJorld 
Employment Conference and concluded that there had to date been i n s u f f i c i e n t 
a n a l y s i s of i s s u e s r e l a t i n g to the-promotion of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s i n the 
context o f that s t r a t e g y . In that connexion, i t should be borne i n mind that 
the human r i g h t s concept could not be reduced to a question of fundamental human 
needs, important as such needs might be. 

6 0 . The study a l s o examined s e v e r a l s p e c i f i c issues r e l e v a n t to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
dimensions of the r i g h t to development, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f -
determination, the need f o r disarmament, the achievement of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order and the promotion of respect f o r a l l human r i g h t s , and the 
c r u c i a l importance of p a r t i c i p a t i o n at a l l l e v e l s i n order to promote the r i g h t 
to development-. The study noted that there v/as considerable i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t i n f o r g i n g c l o s e r l i n k s between the promotion of human r i g h t s and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l development co-operation, and i n d i c a t e d the scope f o r more d e t a i l e d 
study of the re l e v a n t i s s u e s . The question of human r i g h t s and development 
co-operation o r - a s s i s t a n c e was extremely complicated, and the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the tv;o required f u r t h e r study, 

6 1 . In c o n s i d e r i n g the r o l e of t r a n s n a t i o n a l corporations i n the promotion of 
the r i g h t to development, the study noted that although the p o t e n t i a l l y b e n e f i c i a l 
impact of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s vjas s u b s t a n t i a l , c e r t a i n aspects o f t h e i r operations 
had given r i s e to serious concern. I t concluded t h a t , d e s p i t e current 
endeavours w i t h i n the United Nations system to elaborate a code of conduct f o r 
such corporations, much remained to be done to c l a r i f y t h e i r human r i g h t s - r e l a t e d 
o b l i g a t i o n s both i n general terras and i n p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n s . 

6 2 . The study emphasized that promotion of,respect f o r human r i g h t s should be 
prominent among the o b j e c t i v e s of the nev) i n t e r n a t i o n a l development stra t e g y 
(paragraph 3 1 4 ) . The i s s u e s of major importance to be considered i n that 
context included the vjays i n which.human r i g h t s could be given more s p e c i f i c 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n reports r e l a t i n g to a l l aspects of development, the need f o r 
improved c o - o r d i n a t i o n of United Nations human r i g h t s - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s , the 
f e a s i b i l i t y of undertaking a p e r i o d i c general review or survey by the 
Secretary-General of trends concerning the implementation of the concept of 
development as a human r i g h t , cUid the p r a c t i c a b i l i t y of- r e q u i r i n g a "human 
r i g h t s impact statement" p r i o r to the commencement of s p e c i f i c development 
p r o j e c t s or i n connexion v i i t h 'bhe pr e p a r a t i o n of an o v e r - a l l development p l a n 
or programme. 
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63• The study concluded by noting-the dynamic character of the human r i g h t to 
development and suggesting that the c o n t i n u i n g e v o l u t i o n of the concept and i t s 
t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o p r a c t i c a l notions would depend ái^ificantly on the coiirse of . 
a c t i o n adopted.by the Commission. He expressed the hope that the study would give 
the Commission an opportunity to examine the fundamental i s s u e of the f u n c t i o n i n g 
and dynamics of human r i g h t s i n both i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y and n a t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s . 
F i n a l l y , he r e c a l l e d that i n i t s r e s o l t r t i o n 10 (XXXI?) the Commission had decided 
to consider a t the current session, i n the l i g h t o f i h e study now before i t , the 
question of updating the study e n t i t l e d The R e a l i z a t i o n of Economic, S o c i a l and 
C u l t u r a l - R i g h t s ; Problems, P o l i c i e s , Progress, which had been the subject of a 
re p o r t submitted by the Secretary-General to the t h i r t y - f o u r t h session (E/CN . 4 / 1 2 7 I ) . 

6 4 . I n t r o d u c i n g agenda item 2 1 , he drew a t t e n t i o n to the r e p o r t by the 
Secretary-General on the status of the^ I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human 
Rights (E/CN.4/15-29), and sa i d : i t ,was g r a t i f y i n g to note that i n 1978 a number Of 
States had become p a r t i e s to the Covenants and to the Optional P r o t o c o l to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . In that connexion, 
New Zealand should -be added' to the l i s t of c o u n t r i e s having r a t i f i e d both Covenants. 
The requirements set out i n a r t i c l e 4 I , paragraph 2 , of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i ghts had novi been-met, and the p r o v i s i o n s of th a t a r t i c l e 
would come i n t o f o r c e i n March 191Э-

6 5 . - The s e s s i o n a l I f o r k i n g Group on the implementation of the International/Covenant 
on Economic, S o c i a l and Cult'ural R i g h t s e s t a b l i s h e d by the Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l a t i t s f i r s t r e g u l a r s e s s i o n , 1 9 7 8 , had-not y et s t a r t e d i t s substantive 
work but was expected t o do so at i t s next s e s s i o n . The Human Rig h t s Committee 
had held three sessions i n 1978 and had scheduled three f u r t h e r sessions f o r 1979» 

66. At i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , the General Ássem.bly had requested the 
Secretary-General to keep the Hman Rights'Committee informed of the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the Commission, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n 
of M i n o r i t i e s and the Committee on the E l i m i n a t i o n of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , and 
a l s o to transmit the annual r e p o r t s of the Human Rights Committee to those bodies. 
In compliance w i t h that request, the l a t e s t annual r e p o r t of the Human Rights 
Committee (A / 3 5 / 4 G ) would be made a v a i l a b l e to members of the Commission. Although 
the Commission's tasks and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were " d i s t i n c t from those of the 
Human Rig h t s Committee, i t could d e r i v e b e n e f i t from information about the work of 
the Committee, which had not only adopted an i n t e r e s t i n g approach- i n i t s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of r e p o r t s from Member States on n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n , but was a l s o 
developing case law.in. connexion w i t h i t s examination of commxmications submitted i n 
accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on. C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 

The meeting, rose a t . 1 . 2 0 p.m. 




