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The meeting lia-G c a l l e d , to:;(3.riler a t , 4 . 2 0 p.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOL/lTION OF Ш Ш Т RIGHTS IN THE ООСиРШ-АГ^А?'TEPálTORIES, 
INCLUDING PALESTINE (agenda item Л) (2/011.4/1507, E/CN : 4 / 1"08; "E/CN.4/1509; 
E/CN./1/1335; Е/СН./'Д . 1Л19) 

THE RIGIÍT OF PEOPLES TO SELF--LETE?JIIlî^TIGN AîîD ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UNDER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN ШШШЮИ OR F01ÍEIGF OCCUPATION (agenda item 9 ) (E/GII.4/15135 
E/CN.4/SrLh. 2/4.04, V o l . I , I I , I I I ; E/CN.4/Sub. 2/4Û5, V o l . I , II) (continued) 

1 . The Crgi-IPJ'lJilN announced t h a t , eS'cex con;jultin3 the memhers o.f the Вигеагг, he 
had decided to clocje the l i s t of rjpe.aherc on. items 4 and 9 the next day, 
F r i d a y , 16 February, at 1 p.m., and to set the àea,dline f o r the submission of 
re l e v a n t d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s at б p.m." th.-1 аэ:^. 

2. Mr. ARIflLIE (Observer. Pr.leq'íinc L i b e r a t i o n Organiza.tion), speaking under 
r u l e 70 of the r u l e s of, procedure, s o i d . he vîould confine h i c remarks to 
item 4 and reserve h i s r i g h t to speak l a t e r on item 9 , i f the Commission so agreed. 

3 . He o u t l i n e d the o r i g i n s of the p.rpblem under c o n s i d e r a t i o n so as to b r i n g 
i t i n t o proper focus once again because he feared that c e r t a i n members of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l commimity uould adopt an e/btitude of г:рг/ьЪу a.nd even i n d i f f e r e n c e 
to a problem which threatened i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , since the 
r e p e t i t i o n of the c r i m i n a l a c t s perioetrated by the occu.pier against a peoples 
subdued by brute f o r c e and r e p r e s s i o n ; a.nnexation of l a n d , crea.tion of settlements, 
i n i q u i t o u s e j i p r o p r i a t i o n c , ' l a r g e - s c a l e ¿irrests, : deporta t i o n s , t o r t u r e i n p r i s o n , e t c . 
was making them со1Шопр1асе. 

4 . Since the b i r t h of the Z i o n i s t State: in-194^.5 f o r e i g n hordes from almost 
eveiyvihere, i n v o k i n g outdated b i b l i c a l myths and, above, a l l , u s i n g t e r r o r i s t 
v i o l e n c e , had s e t t l e d i n a land which d i d not belong to them and never had done, 
e v i c t i n g the iVrab i n h a b i t a n t s from t h e i r lands and homes, f o r c i n g them to disperse 
and r u t h l e s s l y seeking to a n n i h i l a t e them p h y s i c a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y . The 
P a l e s t i n i a n Arab people haxl been maxtyred both under the B r i t i s h mandate and 
under the r a c i s t and oppressive Z i o n i s t régime; i t had completed s e v e r a l stages 
on i t s road to Calva.rj^ - the f i r s t one being the B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n of 1917 -
and there wa.s no knouing how m.any more uere yet i n store f o r i t . But one t h i n g 
was c e r t a i n - i t would continue i t s h e r o i c r e s i s t a n c e to Z i o n i s t occupation, and 
was j u s t i f i e d i n expecting that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's u n f l a g g i n g concern 
would be commensura.te to the i n j u s t i c e i t was s u f f e r i n g . 

5 . The report of the S p e c i a l Coiimiittee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g 
the Human Rig h t s of the P o p u l a t i o n i n the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (A / 3 3 / 5 5 6 ) , which 
was to be congratulated f o r i t s high standard of i n t e g r i t y and keen sense of ' 
j u s t i c e , bore witness to the Z i o n i s t regime's p r a c t i c e s . There was, f i r s t , 
i t s p o l i c y of expansion and c o l o n i z a t i o n , which- i t no longer a.ttempted to o l s g u i s e 
but had f r e n z i e d l y imrsued a f t e r the.. thre.e.-month."freeze" decided upon f o l l o w i n g 
the Cami) David meetings. I t had even been r e f e r r e d to. i n the I s r a e l i press and 
indeed described i n the Monde Diplomatique o..f Januaiy 1979 l'y ...'the I s r a e l i w r i t e r 
Amnon Kapeliouk, who ЬаЛ e^qolained that the prograimne to e s t a b l i s h I s r a e l i 
settlements on the V/est Ba.nl-c of -the Jordan over the next f i v e years e n t a i l e d the 
s e t t i n g up of 8 4 communities capable of acconmiodating 2.7,000 Jewish f a j n i l i e s , 
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that a créait of & 6 0 0 m i l l i o n had heen opened f o r the expansion of e x i s t i n g 
settlementc on the \ / : E t Be.nic of the Jordan, i n Go.za and on the Golcn Heightc, 
that prepara/tions were i n ha/nd f o r the h u i l d i n g of a new town between Jerusalem 
and J e r i c h o , and that l a r g e - s c a l e p r o j e c t s were heing drcv/n up i n Jeruaalci:i 
i t s e l f to expand the Jewish d i s t r i c t r ; h u i l t since I 9 6 7 i n t;ie Ага.Ъ part of the 
c i t y , where 1X>,000 d \ j e l l i n g u n i t s had already boon constructed f o i - I s r a e l i i : . 
I n order to ensure water supplies f o r the Jewii::a c o l o n i e c the I s r a e l i s vrould, 
of course, continue to ex e r c i s e c o n t r o l over '/est Brnic sources - vihich Pieo,nt, 
f o r the Arab i n h a b i t a n t s , a shortage of uater and a j^eduction i n the amount of 
ai'a.ble l a n d a v a i l a b l e . 

6 . I t vrould bo i n t e r e s t i n g to know v/hat the repi''ecent,".tive of the United States -
a Gountx^r which had always u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y supported -the Z i o n i s t State ;̂ nd nade 
observance of hunan l i g h t s a cheriohod slogan of i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y - though of 
those I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s and of the r e p o r t s r e c e n t l y published i n the United Sta.tes 
press, quoting the report of the United Steiteo Congress i n which the State 
Department a f f i r m e d that the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had " s y s t e m a t i c a l l y " i l l - t r e a t e d 
P a J e s t i n i c m detainees i n I s r a . e l i p r i s o n s . 

7. The Commission, had already expressed concern a t those p r a c t i c e s during i t s 
t h i r t y - t h i r d se.ssion i n a.telegram i t had sent to the Z i o n i s t State but had so 
f a r remained unanswered. The S p e c i a l Committee had described them year a f t e r 
year, i n r e p o r t s i t had been submitting since i t s establishment, basing i t s 
a s s m p t i o n s on eye-witness accoimts since i t v\'a.s not allovjed to v i s i t the occupied 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . I t s assujnptions ha.d been confirmed by lea.ding I s r a e l i s such 
a.o Isra-el Shahak, Chairmanof the I s r a e l i Leagiae f o r Hunan R i g h t s , a,nd the 
Is r a , e l i lawyers F e l i c i a Longer and Lea. Tsemel who ha,d ha,d to defend P a J e s t i n i a n 
Ara.b detainees; they ha.d l i k c u i s e been confirmed i n a scrupulouslj'' documented 
report published the Sunda.y Times of London i n 1977p and again at the present 
time by Mrs. Johnson, a former United States consular o f f i c i a l , a t one time 
posted to Israel;, who had sent dispatches to the Sta/be Department of the 
United States drawing a t t e n t i o n to "the syotematic use of b r u t a l i t y , i n v o l v i n g 
t r a i n e d s t a i f , highr-level a.dj'ninistraüve support and a p r o t e c t i o n system, which 
can have complaints quashed and i n q u i r i e s blocked ... xhc.;e bruta.l measures 
i n c l u d e the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e s s r e f r i g e r a t i o n , use of e l e c t r i c i t y , hanging 
by the hands or f e e t , extre3:]e forms of seraial sadism, and d e n i a l of food and sleep." 
The I s r a e l i s had made out that Mrs. Johnson was insane, but the United States 
had r i g h t l y r e j e c t e d t h e i r charges, d e s c r i b i n g them as "repugnant l i e s " . 

8. As vjas to be expected, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Z i o n i s t - S t a t e ' h a d 
c a t e g o r i c a l l y denied, at the previous meeting, the accuGations of t o r t u r e . I n 
that connexion, Ih?. A n a a l i e requested that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Comjiiittoe of the 
Red Cross, an o r g a n i z a t i o n h i g h l y regarded by PLC f o r i t s e f f o r t s to promote the 
implementation of i n t e r n a t i o n a l hi-unanitarian law, should be authorized -bo v i s i t 
P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs imprisoned i n I s r a e l i goals immediately a t t e r t h e i r a r r e s t 
and not 14 days later,- as wa.s the ca.se at present. But one na.tter vjhich the 
Z i o n i s t l eaders could neithei- " c a . t e g o r i c a l l y deny" nor concea.l was the odious 
p r a c t i c e of dynaiíiiting or wailing-up Arab houses; i t had been thought that that 
form of c o l l e c t i v e punisliment had disappeared with the downfall of n a z i s n , but 
the Z i o n i s t s had r e v i v e d i t f o r t h e i r own purposes, i n v i o l a t i o n of the 
1949 Geneva Conventions, and d i d not even di,,gmse the fa.ct since the 
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I s r a e l i General Abraham Or l y , Co-ordinabor of the i i i i l i t a x y Government of the 
I/est B.-nl:, had himself s t a t e d , i n .Decemher 1978г ""che d e s t r u c t i o n of the 
houses of i n d i v i d u e l s cucpectcd of having committed o.ct;-; of t e r r o r i s m i s an 
e f f e c t i v e and deLOi-rent method". 

9 . He r e a f f i r m e d that the P o l e s t i n i a n Ar-Ъ people had no recourse other than 
armed s t i i i g g l e to recover the nc.tione . l r i g h t s of -ihich they had been deprived, 
and that they vere prepared, more hhm ever before, to make anj^ s a c r i f i c e i n 
order to v.'in t h e i r freedom, o-nd independence, being strong and pr-oud of the 
support and s o l i d a r i t y of the people,o of the world, p a . r t i c u l o r l y the oppressed 
peoples of Azanieo, Haiuicia ani. Zimbabwe a-nd, thr-oiigh them, of a l l the peoples 
of the black continent -- a. s o l i d a r i t y which ho,d rccentlj'- boon confirmed by the 
victor^.'- of the Irr.nian r e v o l u t i o n , w i t h i t s slogans against i m p e r i a l i s m and 
Zionism. The downfall of the i m p e r i a l régime i n 1ггл1, which had made 
systematic v i o l a t i o n s of himio.n r i g h t s i t s code of conduct, sounded the k n e l l 
f o r other régimes whose p o l i c i e s were based on such v i o l a t i o n s ; i n . t h e words of 
Yasser A r a f a t , P r e s i d e n t of the PLO, "The v i c t o r y of the I r a n i a n r e v o l i i t i o n i s 
a v i c t o i y f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n people". 

1 0 . Itr. I'PBAYE . (Senegal), speaicing on item 4 , s t r e s s e d the importance of the 
documentation submitted, p a r t i c u l a . r l y the r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Committee to 
I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Rig h t s of the P o p u l a t i o n of 
the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s (А / 3 5 / 3 5 6 ). Senegal was a, member of that Committee, 
together w i t h S r i Lanlca and Yug o s l a v i a . H- himse l f had taken p a r t i n i t s work 
and was therefore f a m i l i a r with i t s methods. The Special. Committee had 
assembled a considera.ble aaiount of i n f o r m a t i o n from o f f i c i a l and t m o f f i e i a l 
bodies, the pr e s s , I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s and a l a r g e number of witnecses, and 
f i l m s had been shown f o r i t s use. The Gommittee had s i f t e d a l l that infoxmation 
c a r e f u l l y and had r e t a i n e d only such items whose a u t h e n t i c i t y was p r a c t i c a J l y 
beyond question. 

1 1 . He a l s o stressed, that the views held by h i s d e l e g a t i o n over the jire v i o u s 
10 years concerning I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s had not 
been i n f l u e n c e d by p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . Senegal had indeed modified i t s 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l - severing them so as not to sanction a p o l i c y which 
disregarded i n t e r n a t i o n a l la.w, p a r t i c u l i i - r l y the f o u r t h Geneva Convention of 
12 August 1 9 4 9 . Bu-t i t was not di, 'ja,pproval of Isra„eli p o l i c i e s tha.t determined 
the Senegalese delegation's p o s i t i o n on the question under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , f o r 
h i s d e l e g a t i o n had approached the Commission's г.югк s o l e l y from the viewpoint 
of the p r o t e c t i o n of human i-ights, a.nd soxight to a.llevio.te human s u f f e r i n g 
r egardless on whom or by whom i t was i n f l i c t e d . . I n the present case the v i c t i m s 
were the P a l e s t i n i a n s . R e f e r r i n g . t o the f i l m "Holocaust", which had r e c e n t l y 
been shown on t e l e v i s i o n , he ca.id that the s u f f e r i n g s i n f l i c t e d on the. Jewish 
people by na.2ism was an affi-ont to the d i g n i t y of a . l l manlcind, but he 0.1 so f e l t 
that such misery a,nd the despa.ir i t produced were the sa.me regardless whether 
the v i c t i m s were Jews or Arabs. V/hen he had sat on the S p e c i a l Cocmiittee,. he 
had obtained an i n s i g h t i n t o the wretched p l i g h t of the Palestinia.ns; he had • 
heard dozens of witnesses speak of t h e i r detention, of t o r t u r e , h i a ^ i l i a t i o n , 
and f a m l i e s sepa.ra.ted, and feared that the r e s u l t i n g b i t t e r n e s s would make 
the Middle East a. forbidd.en l a n d , even i f peace was r e s t o r e d there. However, 
i t was not yet too la.te f o r I s r a e l to change tha^t s i t u a t i o n by renouncing i t s 
d o c t r i n e of a. na.tional homeland a.nd r e c o n s i d e r i n g i t s r e f u s a l to e n t e r t a i n the 
i d e a of a h y b r i d c u l t u r e end co-opera.tion. 
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12. Unfortunately, i n i t s r e p o r t , the S p e c i a l CoEiraittee c l e a r l y indicated, that 
I s r a e l v/as continuing to v i o l a t e humn r i g h t s i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ; he drev; 
a t t e n t i o n , .in p a r t i c u l a r , to the conclusions i n paragraph 1 2 7 . In the f i r s t p l a c e , 
i t vjas a s t o n i s h i n g that I s r a e l \ie,s r e f u s i n g to co-operate i n any v;a.y v/ith the 
S p e c i a l Committee, v/hich v/as not shov/ing an;.̂  p a r t i a l i t y . I f the s i t u a t i o n i n the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s v/as as good -as I s r c i e l claimed, i t v;as d i f f i c u l t to understa.nd 
v/hy that country was making i t so d i f f i c u l t f o r the Coram,itteé to go.in cJccess to 
them. 

1 3 . In the second p l a c e , I s r a e l claimed that the Geneva Convention R e l a t i v e to the 
P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of V/ar was not applica.hle to the occupied 
t e r - r i t o r i e s . That p o s i t i o n v;as ch-allenged Ъу United Uations bodies. Moreover, 
according to a recent report Ъу the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross (iCRC); 
"ICRC, f o r i t s p a r t , has always considered that the conditions f o r the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of t h i s Convention have heen met." The circumspection of ICRC and the high 
c a l i b r e of i t s j u r i s t s revealed the extent of I s r a e l ' s obstinacy. . Hov/ever, I s r a e l 
had added t h a t , cJthough i n i t s viev; the Convention v/as not ¿ipplicable, i t v/as 
nevertheless a p p l i e d d.e f a c t o . That v/as a l s o untrue. In f a c t , faced v/ith 
mounting evidence, I s r a e l no longer made any secret of i t s wish to annex c e r t a i n 
p a r t s of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . I n that connexion, he r e f e r r e d to the mo.p 
annexed to the S p e c i a l Committee's i'eport, shov/ing the many settlements e s t a b l i s h e d 
since 1967 on the V/est Barûc, i n the Gaza S t r i p and on the Golan Heights. I s r a e l i 
p r a c t i c e s i n that respect v/ere i n v i o l a t i o n of a r t i c l e s 47 and 49 of the f o u r t h 
Geneva Convention, concerning annexa.tion and the t r a n s f e r of c i v i l i a n p o p ulations. 
Moreover, the p r a c t i c e s of the m i l i t a r y courts mentioned i n the rep o r t of the 
Sp e c i a l Committee, v/hereby c r i m i n a l l i a b i l i t y v-zas a t t r i b u t e d to c e r t a i n persons f o r 
offences committed by others, v i o l a t e d the p r o v i s i o n s of a r t i c l e 35 of the f o u r t h 
Geneva Convention. I s r a e l ' s contimied d e s t r u c t i o n of houses by v/ay of r e p r i s a l s , 
r e f e r r e d to on page 9 of the r e p o r t , was a l s o f o r m a l l y p r o h i b i t e d i n a r t i c l e 53 of 
that Convention. 

14* The I s r a e l i occupation i n i t s e l f v/as a v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s , as the 
S p e c i a l Committee had noted, and i t v/as accompanied by i l l - t r e a t m e n t of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s . To be sure, i n December 1977 ICRC had noted an improvement i n the 
s i t u a t i o n of p r i s o n e r s , but i n f a c t i t had merely amounted to an agreement reducing 
from 16 to 14 days the period f o r n o t i f y i n g a r r e s t s f o r s e c u r i t y reasons. He did. 
not yet have any inf o r m a t i o n on the implementation of that agreement. Again, only 
r e c e n t l y , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l press had reported cases of i l l - t r e a t m e n t described by • 
v/itnesses. I n f a c t , i t v/ould seem that p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s hadi. d e t e r i o r a t e d . In 
tha t connexion, he r e f e r r e d to a re"porb by Lea Tsemel, an I s r a e l i lav/yer, on the 
Beer-Sheba p r i s o n , published i n September 1978• According to Red Cross estimates, 
3,081 n a t i o n a l s of the occupied, t e r r i t o r i e s v/ere i n p r i s o n a t the end of 1977? bitt 
the f i g u r e was undoubtedly higher. In any event, according to ICRC the number had . 
increased at the beginning of 1979» Confirmed cases of t o r t u r e were described i n 
paragraphs 118 et aeq.of the S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t . 

15» In con c l u s i o n , i t was ¿ipparent, on reading the rep o r t of the Spécial Committee 
and v a r i o u s documents concerning the s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , that 
I s r a e l v/as v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s i n those t e r r i t o r i e s . To remain s i l e n t i n the 
face of such v i o l a t i o n s would be to behave l i k e the s i l e n t witnesses of the a r r e s t s 
of Jews during the Second 17orld Ifer. I s r a e l ' s a t t i t u d e could not be j u s t i f i e d by the 
f a c t that other States, l i k e South i V f r i c a , were a c t i n g i n the same v/ay. Nor could 
i t be j u s t i f i e d by the a l l e g e d improvement i n the economic s i t u a t i o n of the 
i n h a b i t a n t s of the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . Such arguments were even shockingí 



E/CN.4/SR.14S2 
page 6 • 

the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was the most cherished r i g h t of every human being. 
A f t e r r e f e r r i n g to h i s country's d e s i r e , expressed by P r e s i d e n t Senghor, to 
contr i b u t e to the establishment of peace and co-operation i n that p a r t of the 
world, he s a i d he hoped that I s r a e l viould understand, i n i t s own long-term 
i n t e r e s t , as w e l l as that of i t s neighbours, that the f u t u r e belonged to j u s t causes. 

16. Mrs. RAADI-AZARAKHCHI (Iran) s a i d that no-one could b e t t e r t e s t i f y to the 
tragedy of being deprived of fundajnental r i g h t s ¿md freedoms than the I r a n i a n 
people. Her d e l e g a t i o n was profoundly concerned by a l l cases of v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s and by a l l that stood i n the way of the promotion of those r i g h t s . 

1 7 . The v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
P a l e s t i n e , was a p a r t i c u l a r l y alarming problem, s e r i o u s l y j e o p a r d i z i n g the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the p r i n c i p l e s which the United Hâtions was endeavouring to promote. 
Un f o r t u n a t e l y , the most recent r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e 
I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human Rights of the P o p u l a t i o n of the Occupied 
T e r r i t o r i e s , of whose - o b j e c t i v i t y there could be no doubt, d i d not hold out any 
promise of an improvement i n the s i t u a t i o n . The p o l i c y of c o l o n i z a t i o n and 
annexation pursued by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s v/as a gross- v i o l a t i o n of the 
fundamental r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i n v o l v i n g every 
k i n d of v i o l a t i o n of the c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t i e s of the p o p u l a t i o n ( a r b i t r a r y 
a r r e s t , c o n d i t i o n s of d e t e n t i o n , t o r t u r e and degrading treatment) and countless 
infringements of the f o u r t h Geneva Convention R e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n of 
C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of War. That p o l i c y , vjhich had aroused i n d i g n a t i o n i n 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s , d e l i b e r a t e l y ignored the p r i n c i p l e s recognized by the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . 

18. I t was the Commission's duty to persevere i n i t s search f o r a s o l u t i o n v/hich 
would put an end to the tragedy of hundreds of thousands of human beings, despite a 
p a i n f u l r e a l i t y which o f t e n thwarted i t s e f f o r t s . Her d e l e g a t i o n would therefore 
view favourably any proposal l i k e l y to help b r i n g about a r e a l s o l u t i o n of the 
problem. 

1 9 . Mr. FISCHER (Federal Republic of Germany), r e f e r r i n g to agenda item 9, pointed 
out t h a t the u n i v e r s a l r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was proclaimed i n the Charter of 
the United Nations, i n the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l 
Countries and Peoples (General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV)) and i n a r t i c l e one of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on P r i n c i p l e s of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law concerning F r i e n d l y R e l a t i o n s and 
Co-operation among States i n accordance w i t h the Charter of the United Nations ' 
(General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2625 (X}CV)). I t vjas i n order to make i t c l e a r that that 
r i g h t a p p l i e d to a l l peoples, without d i s t i n c t i o n as to ra c e , r e l i g i o n or r e g i o n a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , that the Commission had changed the wording of that agenda item. 

2 0 . The Fe d e r a l Republic of Germany, whose C o n s t i t u t i o n enshrined the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , had alv;ays shovm deep respect i n i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y f o r that 
r i g h t , to which i t had adopted a u n i v e r s a l approach, as shown by i t s r a t i f i c a t i o n of 
the Ьгю i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenants on human r i g h t s . Being i n favour of the 
independence of a l l c o u n t r i e s , i t had c o n s i s t e n t l y supported the speedy e l i m i n a t i o n 
of the l a s t v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m and respect f o r the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
i n a l l p a r t s of the world ( p r i n c i p l e V I I I of the F i n a l A c t of the Conference on 
S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe, adopted a t H e l s i n l c i i n 1 9 7 5 ) ' 
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2 1 . His country/''s p o l i c y i n Europe had alv/ays been to work f o r peace'in ,a Europe 
i n which the Germen na t i o n would recover i t s u n i t y through free self-determination;.. . 

2 2 . That r i g h t i m p l i e d that peoples should be able to express themselves freely.', 
through e l e c t i o n s , as r e q u i r e d Ъу a r t i c l e 25 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s ; the r i g h t had to be applied without the use of f o r c e , 
v/hich h i s country had consistent!;- r e j e c t e d . The Federal Republic of Germany 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n United Hâtions e f f o r t s to b r i n g a.bout t h e a p p l i c a t i o n , of tho r i g h t 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n Namibia, v,rhich vrere also sunported by the Securitjr Council 
and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community; i t would continue to encourage Namibia's neaceful 
a.ccession to independence, j u s t as i t vrould not deny i t s ' s u p p o r t to other peoples i n 
t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e endeavour to e s t a b l i s h t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

2 3 . In i t s D e c l a r a t i o n of 29 June 1 9 7 7 , the Council of Europe had defined the 
p r i n c i p l e s , on V i h i c h a pea.ceful, j u s t and l a s t i n g settlement of the Midôle Ea.st 
c o n f l i c t ; should..be, based. He v/as g r a t i f i e d by the accession of the Solomon Islands 
and Dominica t o independence and vrelcomed thrm as the 1 5 0 t h and 1 5 1 s t Members of 
the United Nations. 

2 4 . Mr, G r o s - E s p i e l l had r i g h t l y s t a l e d i n h i s study t h a i the r i g h t to p o l i t i c a l 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was meaningless unless i t was accoœpanied by economic s e l f -
determination. Thai v/as v/hy the Federal Republic of Germany endeavoured to 
contribute to the economic development of nev/ly emerging S t a t e s . In that context, 
he emphasized the important r o l e of the dialogue between i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s 
and developing c o u n t r i e s , and c i t e d as an example the Lomé Convention concluded 
between the European Community and 55 A f r i c a n , Caribbean and P a c i f i c S t a t e s . His 
Government hoped t h a i other groupings of States v/ould endeavour to promote such 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic co-operation i n accordance v/ith the wishes expressed i n the 
f i n a l communiqué of the Bonn Economic Summit Meeting of 17 J u l y 1978-

2 5 . Only the p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n a l l p a r t s 
of the world v/ould make i t p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h a peaceful and j u s t world order; 
that v/as the g o a l of h i s country's p o l i c y , 

2 6 . Mr, №ZVINSIGf (United States of America.), speaking i n e x e r c i s e of h i s r i g h t 
of r e p l y to the statement made a l the end of the 1481st meeting by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Indian Treaty Orga n i z a t i o n , said that some of the accusations 
made against the United States Government v/ere serious and that he had h i t h e r t o been 
unaware of some of them. His delegation v/ould nevertheless consider and r e p l y to 
them i n the Commission at a la.ter stage, 

2 7 . In the United S t a t e s , whose h i s t o r y v/as not unblemished and i n v/hich there had 
been successive campaigns f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of c i v i l r i g h t s , v/omen's r i g h t s (Equal 
Rights Amendment), the r i g h t s of "Chicanes", r i g h t s of m i n o r i t i e s , e t c . , every 
c i t i z e n , had a number of means through which to a s s e r t h i s r i g h t s , such means being 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of a democra.tic s o c i e t y ( p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to 
Congress, or courts i n v/hich the accused had the r i g h t to l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e ) . D i r e c t 
appeals could a l s o be made. A recent example had been the demonstration organized 
i n Ti/ashington b j s e v e r a l thousands of Indians wishing to secure respect f o r t h e i r 
c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 

28. The various courts recognized the r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s to a i r t h e i r grievances 
i n that v/ay; he vrould l i k e to see a l l c o u n t r i e s represented i n the Commission 
a u t h o r i z i n g such open c r i t i c i s m of t h e i r dealings through a free p r e s s , an 
independent l e g a l system or peaceful demonstra,tions. 
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29. Mr. FRAMEACH (Observer for the German Democratic Republic), speaking at the 
invitation of the Chairman in accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure, 
said that the existence of two sovereign and separate German States had been part 
of incontestable European reality for ̂ 0 years. The system of treaties concluded, 
in Europe end the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference should dispel any ambiguity 
on that subject in terms of international law and international policy. 

30. In exercise of i t s right to self-determination, the German Democratic Republic 
had decided irrevocably in favour of socialism, snd was an integral part of the 
socialist community. Any attempt to disregard that fact was bound to endanger 
peace and security in Europe. 

3 1 . Relations between the Federa]. Republic of Germany and the German Democratic 
Republic were possible only on the basis of peaceful coexistence, which required 
s t r i c t respect for the sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l integrity of each State and 
non-interference in internal af f a i r s . The furtherance of such relations therefore 
required respect for both the letter and -spirit of international treaties. 

The meeting rose at 5.55 у.ш. 




