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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 1 0 . a , i n . 

QUESTION OP THE VIOMTION OP HUliui RISITS IN THE ОССиРПЭ ARAB TERRITORIES, 
INGLUDING PALBSTIiffi (continued) (E/CN . 4 / 1 3 0 7 ; E/CN ,4 /l3O8^'.E/C,N .4/l309r E/CN . 4 /I3 3 9I 
E/CN . 4/L . I419 ) 

THE RIGHT OP PEOPLES TO SELE-DETERÎEIblTION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPIES UNDER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOICIIATION OR FOREIGN OCCUJ.=ATION (continued) (E/CN .4/1513; 
E/CN , 4/Suh . 2 / 4 0 4 l E/CN .4/Sub.2/405) 

1. I l r . CALERO RODRIGUEZ ( B r a z i l ) , speaking i n explanation of vote, s a i d that h i s 
delegation's vote i n favour of sending the telegram whiA. the Commission, at i t s 
previous meeting, had decided to address to the I l i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of 
I s r a e l (E/CN . 4/L . I 4 1 9 ) , had been intended to r e f l e c t B r a z i l ' s constant concern about 
a l l v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and threats to peace and s e c u r i t y . Hov/ever, he 
considered that the Commission should have spent more time examining the a l l e g a t i o n s 
concerned and should have adopted a more moderate v/ording f o r the telegram, since 
p r e c i p i t a t e a c t i o n by the Commission was l i k e l y to be met vixth i n t r a n s i g e n c e , vrhich 
гтоиЫ render i t s e f f o r t s l e s s e f f i c a c i o u s . • 

2 . Mr. McKINNON (Canada) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had voted against sending the 
telegram f o r two reasons. F i r s t l y , the s i t u a t i o n i n question had e x i s t e d f o r some 
time, and there had been no sudden emergency to v/arrant the e x c e p t i o n a l procedure 
j u s t adopted. Secondly, and more fundamentally, a c t i o n as serious as that taken by 
the Commission s u r e l y c a l l e d f o r the submission and c a r e f u l examination of proof of 
the a l l e g a t i o n s concerned," to act on the l a t t e r i n the absence of such proof would 
s e r i o u s l y undermine the Commission's c r e d i b i l i t y . The Canadian Government and 
d e l e g a t i o n vrere alvrays among t h e . f i r s t to advócate speedy a c t i o n when human r i g h t s 
vrere v i o l a t e d anyvihere i n the vrorld - provided that the reports of such v i o l a t i o n s 
were authenticэ/fced. 

3 . Mr. ВОТБЖО (Colombia) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had abstained from vot i n g 
because i t had not had the opportunity to study the wording of the telegram. 

4 . Mr. SOYER (France), speaking i n explanation of vote, s a i d there wei-e three 
reasons v/hy h i s d e l e g a t i o n had abstained from v o t i n g . F i r s t l y , the Commission had 
acted h a s t i l y on a t e x t vrhich there had b a r e l y been time to consider and which had not 
been a v a i l a b l e i n a l l the working languages - a r e g r e t t a b l e procedural shortcoming to 
which some delegations had r i g h t l y drawn a t t e n t i o n . Secondly, the use i n 
communications of such expressions as "systematic t o r t u r e " without reference to 
sources of i n f o r m a t i o n or to d i r e c t proof v;as a departure from e s t a b l i s h e d p r a c t i c e 
and GO u l d only damage the Coimnission's c r e d i b i l i t y . T h i r d l y , v;ith regard to 
substance, the Commission had i n any case alreadj;- a s s o c i a t e d i t s e l f w i t h the 
statements i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s ,3092 A (XXVIIl) and 324О Б (XXIX) to the 
e f f e c t that I s r a e l v;as. not complying v i i t h the Geneva Convention r e l a t i v e to the 
P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of l/ar o f 12 August 1949* The French 
d e l e g a t i o n reserved the r i g h t to a b s t a i n from vot i n g should matters of procedure 
and proof be so disregarded at any f u t u r e time. 
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5 . Mr. FISCIIBR (Federal Republic of Germany) conveyed h i s delegation's condolences 
to the United States delegation-concerning the death of Mr. Adolph Dubs, 
United States Ambassador i n Kabul. 

6 . The Conmiission's a c t i o n i n respect of the telegram, to I s r a e l , before the members 
of the Commission had had t i n e to appraise the a l l e g a t i o n s concernod, constitut-od a 
breach of ' procedure which aragured i l l f o r the CoixtLssion's víork and haod compelled 
h i s d e l e g a t i o n to a b s t a i n from v o t i n g . 

7 . Mr. E L - F A T T I L ( S y r i a n Arab Republic) s a i d that hit: d e l e g a t i o n had voted i n 
favour of sending the telegram ( E / C H , 4 / L . 1 4 1 9 ) , since i t wac convinced, i r o n the 
documentation before the Coninnssion, that I s r a e l was c o n t i n u i n g to commit a t r o c i t i e s 
against P a l e s t i n i a n detainees. The urgency of the s i t u a t i o n wa,s enpha„sized by an 
acoount given i n the Washington P o s t , r e p o r t e d i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ilers-ld, Tribune 
of б February 1979? of i n c i d e n t s , mention.-^ i n United States d i p l o m a t i c ce.bles, of 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t meted out to P a l e s t i n i a n s . -ever, the occupying force stubbornly 
p e r s i s t e d i n denying such i l l - t r e a t n e n t , d¿.spite" the widesprer?.d a.lam expressed.' 
F a i l u r e b j the Conirission to take pronpt a c t i o n v/culd ha,ve been i n t e r p r e t e d as 
acquiescence in,such which had lon g been knovm to e x i s t . 

8. - R e f e r r i n g t o coniaents nado at the previous meeting concerning United States 
a s s i s t a n c e to S y r i a , he pointed out that a ^ l forms of c o l l a b o r a t i o n between S y r i a 
and other c o u n t r i e s wore conducted on ал equal f o o t i n g a,nd could not be regarded a,s 
imposing any co n d i t i o n s on S y r i a . 

9 . № . BARROMI (Observer f o r I s r a . e l ) , s a i d i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that the Commission 
ha.d adopted the t e x t of the 'telegram i n question without c o n s i d e r i n g evidence or 
hearing Isra,el's side of the matter. - . , 

1 0 . With regard to the l e g a l s i t u a t i o n i n the I s r a e l i - o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , I s r a e l 
had maintained Jordanian l e g i s l a t i o n i n Judea, a.nd -Sa,2:ia.ria. and Egyptian l e g i s l a t i o n i n 
the Gaza S t r i p , a.s r e q u i r e d by i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. The n i l i t a r y • c o u i t s esta.blished by 
the 1967 S e c u r i t y Order to t r y c r i r i n a l offences r e l a t e d to s e c u r i t y f o l l o w e d the 
r u l e s of evidence of the Englis'h ,criiî)inaJ- cou r t s ; the onus of proof vras on the 
pro s e c u t i o n , and no person:could be convicted of a c r i n d n a l offence on the b a s i s of 
a. p r e - t r i a l c onfession alone. Any person l i v i n g i n Isra.cli-a.dninistered a.reas could 
o b t a i n a hearing by the Higli Court of Justices v r i t h i n 24 hours i f he claimed 
infringement of h i s r i g h t s "by an imlavrful act -of a Government a u t h o r i t y , i n c l u d i n g 
the M i l i t a r y Govermvient. The death p e n a l t y >nich the r i l i t a r y courts vrera -onpowered 
to impose had never been a p p l i e d , although the r i g h t of an Occupying Power to 
pronounce that p e n a l t y i n cases of espionage a,nd s e r i o u s - a c t s of sa„botage was 
recognized, i n a„rticle 68 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Conplaints a.gaiñst o f f i c i a , l s 
were .always thoroughly inve.stigated and punished where app r o p r i a t e . Under an 
agreement between I s r a e l and the- I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross, ICRC 
o f f i c i a l s could v i s i t s e c u r i t y detainees v/ithout witnesses w i t h i n I 4 daj's of a r r e s t , 
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even i f i n t e r r o g a t i o n had not ended, and w i t h i n seven days i n exceptional cases - a. 
p r o v i s i o n which went beyond the re oui renient s of a . r t i c l e 76 of the Fourth Geneva' 
Convention. Of 665 detainees v i s i t e d by ICEC i n 1 9 7 S , 40 cases had been i n v e s t i g a t e d 
f u r t h e r and the f i n d i n g s had been t r a n s n l t t e d to ICRC. I 

1 1 . Иг. EL-FATTAL ( S y r i e n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , speaiiing; on a point of order, s a i d that 
i f the observer f o r I s r a e l used ICRC r e p o r t s , the S y r i a n d e l e g a t i o n too could r e f e r 
to such sources, although, as a c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t y to the Fourth Geneva. Convention, i t 
had agreed not to divulge the d e t a i l s of ICRC i-eports. 

1 2 . Mr. BJIRROMI (Observer f o r Isra.el) s a i d that .the expression "recent 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p o r t s " which appeared i n the t e x t .of the' telegraj-i a.dopted at the 
previous meeting apparently refei-red to the l a t e s t report of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' 
and to the recent United States State Depart'iont report on. human r i g h t s ?.,nd ? n a r t i c l e 
p u b lished i n that connexion by the- V/a.shington Post. .The only concrete reference to 
t o r t u r e i n the report o f T'u^inesty I n t e r n a l i о nal. was based on an a r t i c l e i n the 
Sunday. Times of I 9 June 1977? which had given .ci-edence to c e r t a i n statements without 
checking then w i t h the Is r a . e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . L u r i n g the p e r i o d reviewed by- the 
report - 1 J u l y 1977 to 30 June 1978 - Amnesty I n t e r n a l i o n a l had found not a s i n g l e 
ca.se of t o r t u r e or i l l - t r e a l n o n t . A l a t t e r p u blished i n The Ifcvf York Times i n 
Ma.y 1976 had d e t a i l e d the conclusions of two United States la,v/yers prosent at the 
t r i a l of a United States o i t i s e n , Sa.nl I s m a i l , vnic had a l l e g e d l y been i l l - t r e a t e d . ' 
According to th'Oir account, the t r i a l had revealed no evidence of i l l - t r e a t m e n t or bad 
co n d i t i o n s of imprisonment. A v i s i t by the United States consul had'likewise 
revealed no evidence to support such charges, which .had clea.rly been prompted by a. 
d e s i r e to slander the I s r a . e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . . . . 

1 3 - Turning to the State Deijartn.ent ' s report on human r i g h t s and the a l l égalions-of 
the Washington Post, he s a i d tha.t the l a l t e r had vlthara^m i t s charg-es and recognized 
the l a c k of c r e d i b i l i t y of i t s sources i n a n . e d i t o r i a l p ublished on 8 February 1 9 7 9 • 
I s r a e l had taJcen strong exception to various statements i n the report of the 
State Depart;;ient, p a r t i c u l a r l y the pa.,ra.graph d e a l i n g w i t h a l l e g e d instances of 
nl s t r e a l m e n t . However, there wa.s nothing i n that report to j u s t i f y the a l l e g a t i o n s 
noxle i n the Conivlnsion. I t WD.S true t h a t , under the constan-; threat of eneiiiy 
onslaught and t e r r o r i s t outra.ges, c e r t a i n l e g a l guarantees had been suspended i n - t h e 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s f o r s e c u r i t y reasons, recognized as le g l t i a a . t e - b y the 
Fourth Geneva" Convention. 

14« I n January 1 9 7 8 , a. tean of French j u r i s t s had studi e d the .question of the 
e f f e c t i v e defence of human r i g h t s i n a s i t u a t i o n i n which s e c u r i t y was threatened. 
The mission had consulted Mr. ¥asfi e l Шзгх, ел Arab la.wyer who had defended l a r g e 
numbers of Arabs accused of c r i n e s against I s r a e l i s e c u r i t y . The mission reported 
Mr. e l î-Iasri as having s t a t e d that глац,̂  of h i s c l i e n t s had complained of i l l - t r e a t m e n t 
d u r i ng i n t e r r o g a t i o n , but t h a t , while sone of those complaints had been j u s t i f i e d , 
others had been lodged i n the hope of o b t a i n i n g an a c q u i t t a l . 

http://Sa.nl
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Mr. e l Masri had expressed the view that t o r t i i r e was not used s y s t e m t i c a l l y and that 
c o n d i t i o n s of i n t e r r o g a t i o n and dete n t i o n had improved considerably i n the past 
two y e a r s , although, i s o l a t e d cases of i l l - t r e a t m e n t might sometimes a r i s e . The 
French j u r i s t s had concluded tha.t the j u d i c i a J system.in for c e i n I s r a o l and the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s o f f e r e d the accused s a t i s f a c t o r y p r o t e c t i o n and guarantees, the 
proof being t l i a t when abuses or i r r e g u l a r i t i e s had been discovered, the accused had 
been a c q u i t t e d . Many complaints of t o r t u r e , i l l - t r e a t n e n t and fo r c e d confession were 
unfounded, ?„nd the Ei i s s i o n ЪоЛ emphatically d i s r d s s e d the charge of a.n I s r a , e l i p o l i c y 
of i l l - t r e a t n e n t or t o r t u r e . 

1 5 . I s r a e l was a f r e e country governed by the r u l e s of lav/ and open to c r i t i c i s n 
and scrutiny- by fa,ir-ninded observers. J u s t i c e was administered i n p a r t i a l l y , c a p i t a l 
punishment was never a p p l i e d and the disappearances so frequent elsewhere d i d not 
occur. Despite i t s u n p a r a l l e l e d o r d e a l s , I s r a e l had never neglected i t s d e d i c a t i o n 
to humanity, u n l i k e the States vñiich had provoked the present debate. I t vias not 
s u r p r i s i n g that they had r e f r a i n e d from e x p r e s s l y mentioning the Amnesty . I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e p o r t , wlrLch r e f e r r e d to mass or wanton executions, secret t r i a l s , s a d i s t i c t o r t u r e s 
and oppression of r d n o r i t i e s i n S y r i a and I r a q , 

1 6 . He bore no grudge a.gainst P a k i s t a n , since i n the past i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had 
shown deep compassion towards I s r a e l . For i n s t a n c e , Mr. Bhutto had spoken of the 
p a i n f u l and fea.rful memory of the ghettos of Poland and the ex t e r i i i i n a t i o n of the 
Jews i n Germany at the 1247'th meeting of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

1 7 . I n c o n c l u s i o n , he maintained that the charges l e v e l l e d against h i s country 
i n the telegraja wore ma l i c i o u s and f a l s e and were mde not t o preserve huiîian. r i g h t s 
but to servo extraneous i n t e r e s t s . The d o c i s i o n adopted had been an unabashed 
p o l i t i c a i move, made f o r purposes of propaganda warfare. 

18. Mr¿ EL-FATTAL ( S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , r e p l y i n g to the observer f o r Isra^el, p o i nted 
out that on at l e a s t three occa,sions, namely the assa-ssination of Count Bernàdotte and 
the massacres of Ka.fr Qa.sen and D e i r Ya^ssin, I s r a e l i t e r r o r i s t a c t s , f a r from being 
punished, had been rewarded w i t h decorations. 

1 9 . He s a i d that 1978 had been a g r i n year f o r the Middle E a s t , and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 
the Ara„bs who were now ente.ring t h e i r t w e l f t h year under Z i o n i s t occupation. ' T h e i r 
c o n d i t i o n s had s e r i o u s l y d e t e r i o r a t e d during the pa„st yea.r, due to c o n s p i r a t o r i a l 
p o l i c i e s which had l e d the aggressor to b e l i e v e that the f i n a t l i q - u i d a t i o n of the 
people of P a l a s t i n e was i n n i n e n t . The Gamp David conspiracy had sought to a l t e r the 
status- of P a l e s t i n i a n s under occupation from that of ¿1 people to that of i n d i v i d u a l s 
vihose f u t u r e wa-s to be determined by a.n-aggro s s or and had provided a. j u r i d i c a l 
framework to traiaple upon the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the people of P a l e s t i n e , whose 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was e s s e n t i a l f o r peace i n the b'liddle E a s t . As a r e s u l t 
of that conspiracy vihich, intei-- a l i a , , was aimed a,t l e g i t i m i z i n g the a^cquisitipn of 
t e r r i t o r y by f o r c e , zionism had become the dominant i m p e r i a l i s t force vrMch could 



E/CN,4/SR.1481 
page 6 • ; _ 

inpose i t s w i l l on the r e g i o n as e. whole. The most f l a g r a n t I s r a e l i v i o l a t i o n ^ o f 
hur.ian r i g h t s was the d e p r i v a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t to r e t u r n to t h e i r 
homes and t h e i r property. The United Nations had upheld that r i g h t since 1948 and had 
done so yet. again at the Commission's t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n . However, the Ara,b world 
had r e j e c t e d the Canp David p l a n and r e i t e r a t e d i t s support f o r the P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n as the sole l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the PaJ,estinian 
people i n s i d e and outside the occupied honela.nd, 

20. H i s d e l e g a t i o n was confident that the Commission would, r i s e to meet the "cha,llen'ge 
of the Z i o n i s t - U n i t e d States a l l i a n c e , whose ccncopt of autonor.iy was s i m i l a r to 
Ba.ntustanization. At i t s previous s e s s i o n , the Coimnission had succeeded i n placing; 
the problems of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s i n t h e i r true perspective and had .cl e a r l y 
i d e n t i f i e d the areas of d e n i a l s and gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . I t had 
unanimously a f f i r m e d the solemn obliga.tion of S t a l e s P a r t i e s to the Geneva Convention, 
"not only to respect but a l s o to ensure respect f o r the Conventions i n a l l 
circumstances". More s p e c i f i c a l l y , the Connlssion ha.d taken a. comprehensive, approach 
to human r i g h t s i s s u e s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s by a.dopting r e s o l u t i o n 2 (XXXIV). 
Furthermore, by adopting part В of r e s o l u t i o n 1 (XXXIV) without a vote, the ComirLssion 
had rebutted the Z i o n i s t c l a i m concerning the "Jev.dsh people's r i g h t to s e t t l e i n 
a l l p a r t s of the Land of I s r a e l " and had exposed that r a c i s t v i s i o n , which was 
redolent of the Lebonsraum theorj'-. Indeed the Geneva Conventions, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
f o u r t h . Viere s u r e l y a. c o d i f i c a t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e v u l s i o n against any 
r e p e t i t i o n of Adolf H i t l e r ' s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s , 

21. I n r e a f f i r m n g the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of the Ara.b people of P a l e s t i n e to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n viithout e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e and the establishment o f a f u l l y 
independent and sovereign State i n P a l e s t i n e under the l e a d e r s h i p of the P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , the Comin,ssion had de a l t a- blow to the m y s t i c a l Z i o n i s t concept 
of the Jewish people's i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to an I s r a e l extending from the N i l e to the 
Euphrates. One of the aims of the Fourth Geneva Convention was to prevent c o u n t r i e s 
from t r a n s f e r r i n g p o r t i o n s of t h e i r o\in p o p u l a t i o n to occupied t e r r i t o r i e s i n order 
to c o l o n i z e them, 

22. The Conmlssijn could no longer delay the study of Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g y , and the 
ba s i c lav/s of I s r a e l v/ould c o n s t i t u t e a v a l i d b a s i s f o r such an a n a l y s i s . I t v/as 
e s s e n t i a l to e s t a b l i s h whether zionism, l i k e n a z i s n , su'qverted elementary human 
values and erected a w a l l of hatred, betv/een people. Yiaxiy Jev/s had questioned the 
s a n i t y of Zionism, as opposed to the hu m a r l s t i c values of Judaism, The Nazi leaders 
of the past had been branded as insane f o r t h e i r s u p e r i o r i t y complex and t h e i r 
r a c i s t mythology. Those sane comjnents could be nade of the Z i o n i s t s . He v/ondered 
whether the Jews i n I s r a e l were av/are that, t h e i r l eaders had f o r c e d or l u r e d then to 
enlgrate by making then as uncor-rCortable as possible, i n the United States of America. 
The slogan d e s c r i b i n g P a l e s t i n e as a land v;ithout people f o r a people without l a n d v/as 
a cheap propaganda device which h a l appeared before the European holoca^ust, a.s haxl the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n of the Jewish Agency which resembled I M t l e r ' s programi^es f o r the 
A r y a r l z a t i o n of greater Germny. The moral to be dravm. f r o n those facets v/as t h a i the 
Jews were being l u r e d to P a l e s t i n e while the s i t u a t i o n of the Arabs vras being t o t a l l y 
i gnored. The e d i t o r of a l e a d i n g I s r a . e l i v/eekly i n t e r p r e t e d the r a c i s t theory of the 
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J u d a i z a t i o n of the land i n the follo\vin|j inanner: Hebrew labour meant no Arab labour; 
• redemption of the land o f t e n meant redeei-ning i t from the Arabs, to which end' 
bloodshed, i f necessary, was j u s t i f i e d . With i t s acute sense of s u p e r i o r i t y , 
d i v i s i o n , p a r t i t i o n and e x c l u s i v i s m , the Z i o n i s t mentaJ.ity r e f l e c t e d a d e s t r u c t i v e 
psychosis xihich negated tho existence of othe r s , the r i g h t to property and work, exid. 
i t could w e l l b r i n g the vrorld to the brinlc of d i s a s t e r . 

2 3 . The CoDmission should focus a t t e n t i o n f i r s t and foremost on the racism and 
viole n c e inherent i n the Z i o n i s t d o c t r i n e f o r , i f i t were not condemed by the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, zionism would continue to talce s h e l t e r behind Judaism, v/hose 
s p i r i t u a l values had no connexion v/ith the b u l l d o z e r technology of the Z i o n i s t S t a t e . 
H i s t o r y afforded ample evidence of leaders such as H i t l e r and M u s s o l i n i whose l u n a t i c 
v i s i o n s had brought death and d e s t r u c t i o n . Could not the CormiiLssicn deduce from the 
Z i o n i s t creed, as v/ell аз i t s p r a c t i c a l manifesta-ticns, a p a t t e r n of behaviour that 
night u l t i m t o l y destroy the very foundations of human r i g h t s ¿md world peace and 
s e c u r i t y ? I f and vrhen the Commission rea^ched tho conc l u s i o n that z i o n i s n was 
i n h e r e n t l y inliuman - a co n c l u s i o n which was i n e v i t a b l e i f I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s were 
judged i n the l i g h t of the Z i o n i s t h i s t o r i c a l r o l e and creed - the world would be 
spared a disavster much greater tha,n thaot of the Second World Wax. 

2 4 . I t was e s s e n t i a l to d i f f e r e n t i a t e between Judaisn and z i o n i s n , f o r otherváse the 
cause of many Jev/s would be haxned. Indeed, tho r e j e c t i o n of z i o n i s n by Jews ha.d 
been born a,t tho same time as z i o n i s n i t s e l f , i n the nineteenth century. One school 
of thought, vihich viewed z i o n i s n as a natura.1 product of the c a p i t a J i s t bourgeois 
European system, argued that most of the founders and supporters of the Z i o n i s t 
movement were i n d i v i d u a l s who haxl pronised to serve i m p e r i a l i n t e r e s t s through the 
establishment and f i n a n c i n g of an outpost i n P a l e s t i n e to f i m c t i o n as an i m p e r i a l 
m i l i t a r y base. On the other hand, tho w r i t e r s and i n t e l l e c t u a l s viho emphasized the 
f u n c t i o n a l r o l e of I s r a e l i n the s e r v i c e of c o l o n i a l i s m and i m p e r i a l i s m contended, 
i n t e r a l i a , that z i o n i s n was an unnatural and u n s c i e n t i f i c i d e o l o g y , that the I s r a e l i s 
were not independent agents, and that tho State of Isra^ol had been e s t a b l i s h e d on 
P a l e s t i n i a n l a n i l a.s a. r e s u l t of tho European-United States expansionist novenent i n 
the e a r l y twentieth century aimed at c r e a t i n g c o l o n i a l settlements to e x p l o i t the 
peoples of the t h i r d world both politica<,lly and e c o n o r l c a l l y . More r e c e n t l y , a group 
of I s r a e l i s who had begun to c r i t i c i s e zionism from a s o c i a l i s t p erspective had 
reached the c o n c l u s i o n , based on s c i e n t i f i c s t u d i e s , that zionism was a - r a c i s t , 
c o l o n i a l i s t novement which f a n n e d • a n t i - S e r n t i s n f o r i t s ovm b e n e f i t . The most 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of another school of thought, A l b e r t E i n s t e i n , had' 
w r i t t e n that he would much r a t h e r see a reasona.ble agreement váth the Arabs, based on 
the concept of peaceful co-existence, than tho c r e a t i o n of a Jewish S t a t e . A t h i r d 
school of thought, based on the humanist t r a d i t i o n , vras represented today by a 
number of young United States Jevásh w r i t e r s who described I s r a e l as a r a c i s t State 
e s t a b l i s h e d by denying the P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs t h e i r n a t u r a l c i v i l and human r i g h t s . 
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2 5 . Those were only a few examples of Jev ; i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s and r e l i g i o u s thinlcers 
who Viere not only a n t i - I s r a e l i but a c t i v e a n t i - Z i o n i s t s . Consequently, the Z i o n i s t 
c l a i m Vías a d i c t a t o r i a l one which was imposed upon Jews both i n s i d e and outside 
I s r a e l , and. which in v i t e d , them to b e c o m e ' c o l o n i a l i s t s , oppressors and accomplices 
to crimes- committed, against the Arabs. 

2 6 . Z i o n i s t ideology, a d o c t r i n e notorious f o r i t s i r r a t i o n a l i t y , c o n s t i t u t e d the 
f o u r t h dimension of the P a l e s t i n i a n drama, and i t was the Commission's duty to 
explore i t . Ifobod.y could accuse the Commission of anti-Semitism f o r , to borrov; 
another's vrords, the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p e r i l - o f zionism was that i t vjas the n a t u r a l 
and a b i d i n g a l l y of anti-Semitism and. i t s most powerful j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 

2 7 . The r e p o r t of t h e S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s a f f e c t i n g 
the Human Rights of the^ P o p u l a t i o n of the Occupied. T e r r i t o r i e s (А/33/356) deserved 
c a r e f u l consideration.: It. should be noted that t h e conclusions set out i n 
paragraph 123 of t h e r e p o r t were based on informa t i o n dravm e x c l u s i v e l y from 
I s r a e l i sources. A warm t r i b u t e should be paid, to the S p e c i a l Coiamittee which, 
since i t s establishment, had shóvm courage and. o b j e c t i v i t y i n unmasking and 
ch a l l e n g i n g zionism at work and had. discharged, i t s task i n a l l conscience, j u s t i c e 
and. respect f o r the law of n a t i o n s . At the same time, thanlcs were due to the 
Hobel Peace P r i z e Committee f o r having av/ard.ed the Peace P r i z e to a t e r r o r i s t , thus 
strengthening the r e s o l v e of others to r e s t o r e j u s t i c e by a l l a v a i l a b l e means, 

28. He had, d.welt upon the natiire of zionism and.'its t e r r i t o r i a l embodiment i n 
P a l e s t i n e i n order to 'dispel the c a s u i s t r y of a s e t t l e r - c o l o n i a l movement i n 
complete c o l l u s i o n w i t h i m p e r i a l i s m . The Z i o n i s t State was but a c o l o n i a l venture 
and, as such, i t was destined to be defeated by the ..̂ rab n a t i o n . Arab setbacks 
should not be considered i n i s o l a t i o n from Arab h i s t o r y , which was the record of 
3 nation,VJhose con-fcribution to vrorld, c i v i l i z s t i o n had -been fundamentsl f o r the 
progress of mankind,. Today, 3 new i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d , Arab s o l i d . a r i t y v;as being 
established., the nucleus of v/hicH v/as to be found, i n the I r a q i - S y r i a n c h a r t e r f o r , 
j o i n t n a t i o n a l a c t i o n dated 26 October 1978 and aimed p r i m a r i l y at an e f f e c t i v e 
s t r u g g l e to confront the: many dangers b e s e t t i n g the d e s t i n y and sovereignty of both 
the Arab and other n a t i o n s . 

2 9 . Mr. DURHAM ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l Indian Treaty Council) said that the Commission was 
to be coimnend.ed. f o r i t s d,.ecision to give high p r i o r i t y to the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination, v j h i c h was.the most fundamental of human r i g h t s i s s u e s . The Indians 
i n the United States of America had the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The 
United. States had agreed to that r i g h t through solemn t r e a t i e s vJhich i t had 
concluded w i t h Ind.ian nations and the v a l i d i t y of vihich had been upheld by the 
United States Supreme Court, Furthermore, the C o n s t i t u t i o n , o f the United. States 
d e c l a r e d that t r e a t i e s , i n c l u d i n g Indian t r e a t i e s , were p a r t of the "supreme law 
of the, l a n d " and, as such, could not be changed by law or congressional a c t s , 

3 0 . C l e a r l y , then, the United. States was f r i l l y conscious that American Indians had 
the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ; as r e c e n t l y as 1978, the Bureau of Indian A f f a i r s 
had p u b l i c l y admitted that i t had no l e g a l r i g h t to ex e r c i s e t r u s t e e s h i p over 
Indian l a n d or the l i v e s of Indians. Yet the abject poverty, continued l o s s of 
land., r e p r e s s i o n and human s u f f e r i n g of the Ind.ians i n the United. States were the 
d i r e c t r e s u l t s of that country's aggression. The United States continued to deny 
the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n to American Ind.ians, and the s i t u a t i o n vías assuming 
c r i t i c a l proportions under the Carter a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Repression, i n c l u d i n g such 
acts as the attempted a s s a s s i n a t i o n of the Indian l e a d e r R u s s e l l Means i n 1978 v^fhile 
he had been i n p r i s o n and h i s continued imprisonment, had become a d.aily f a c t of l i f e 
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f o r the Indians. Leonard P e l t i e r was c u r r e n t l y s e r v i n g two consecutive l i f e 
sentences i n a p r i s o n where he was being t o r t u r e d by the use of drugs and dangerous 
chemicals, although the United States had admitted that the evidence which had 
convicted him was f a l s e and had. been obtained, through t e r r o r i s t t a c t i c s , American 
Indian r e l i g i o n and r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s were repressed i n more and more ways und.er 
President Carter's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Txvo r e c e n t l y promulgated, acts designed., 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , to guarantee respect f o r American Ind.ian r e l i g i o n and to protect 
Indian f a m i l i e s from the removal of t h e i r c h i l d r e n had been v i o l a t e d by the g r a n t i n g 
of a s p e c i a l exemption to the Mormon church, which took sway and a l i e n a t e d from t h e i r 
people and r e l i g i o n more Indian c h i l d r e n than any other s i n g l e agency. In nest 
cases, Ind.ian p r i s o n e r s were not allowed to r e c e i v e v i s i t s from m i n i s t e r s of t h e i r 
r e l i g i o n or to p r a c t i s e t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . Areas of land considered sacred 
by Indians were being i l l e g a l l y v i o l a t e d and destroyed f a r more f r e q u e n t l y than 
-ond.er previous a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . Unemployment had. r i s e n on Indian r e s e r v a t i o n s i n the 
past year, btit nothing was being d.one to a l l e v i a t e the s i t u a t i o n ; on the contrary, 
welfare b e n e f i t s f o r Indians were being lowered. 

3 1 . Par more s e r i o u s , however, was the t h e f t of American Indian n a t u r a l resources 
such as c o a l , petroleum, uraniiJm and water, under э plan which President Carter had 
called, "the moral equivalent of war". In f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
se l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , the President had s o l d an e n t i r e r i v e r , the Upper t'lissouri, 
which belonged to American Indians by v i r t u e of a t r e a t y signed i n 1863 between the 
United. States and the Sioux n a t i o n . The r a t e at which the water was being sold 
would so s e r i o u s l y deplete the resoiirces of the r i v e r that i t would e f f e c t i v e l y 
no longei" e x i s t f o r i t s r i g h t f u l oxmers, Purtheimore, the water was being sold, to 
the m u l t i n a t i o n a l corporations that were d e s t r o y i n g Indian land,. The United States 
Government d i d not cla i m to own the r i v e r . The contention of the Carter 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was that the United States, as the " t r u s t e e " of Indian property, 
had the r i g h t to s e l l i t . P r o t e s t s against that t h e f t and. aggression lodged, with 
o f f i c i a l s of the United, States Government had been to no a v a i l , and, the United States 
army was now supervisin.g the s a l e of the r i v e r . 

3 2 . C l e a r l y , the Sioux Indians would f i n d n e i t h e r the r e l i e f they so badly needed 
nor j u s t i c e by appealing to the uni t e d States i t s e l f . His o r g a n i z a t i o n , which 
believed, that the Corainission was the most appropriate body \;o consider the v i o l a t i o n 
of the human r i g h t s and the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the Sioux people, urged 
that imjiiediate a c t i o n on the matter should, be i n i t i a t e d at the current session. 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Indian Treaty Council was read.y to provide a l l p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e , 
and. the leaders of the Sioux people \<.'ere read.y to co-operate i n every way. The 
United. States Governinent could not e a s i l y contend that an i n t e r n a l a f f a i r was 
inv o l v e d , since i t claimed to be o n L j the " t r u s t e e " of an Indian n a t i o n w i t h which 
i t had a t r e a t y r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

The meeting rose at 12.03 p.m. 




