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The meeting \ra.s, c a l l e d to order a.t 11.35 a..m. 

GPEÎUNG OF THE SESSION 

1. The TEMPOMEY С Н & Ш Ш Т decla.red open the t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n of the,. Conpibsion 
on Hima.n Rights and welcomed the â.elega.tions of Benin, Burundi, the Fe d e r a l Republic 
-of Germa.ny, Ira.q, Morocco and Portuga.l a.s new members of the Commission.' 

2. He would lia.ve l i k e d to be a.ble to sta,te tha.t progress ha.d been ma.de over the 
past yeax w i t h regard to p r o t e c t i o n of and respect f o r hximan r i g h t s and the 
enjoyment of economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , c i v i l a.nd p o l i t i c a . l r i g h t s . Unfortuna.tely, 
the fa.cts prevented him from doing so. 

3. A l i t t l e more tha.n two months p r e v i o u s l y , the United Na.tions fa.mily a.nd the 
world a.t la,rge ha.d cel e b r a t e d the t h i r t i e t h a.nniversa.ry of the Universa.l Decla.ra.tion 
of Huma.n R i g h t s , an instrш"йent which ha.d c r y s t a . l l i z e d the hopes of a. world s t i l l 
ma.rked by the a . t r o c i t i e s of wa.r a.nd ha.d symbolized the determina.tion of the nev; 
Orga.niza.tion t o s t r i v e f o r a world'free of fea.r, poverty and t o r t u r e . However, 
those scourges continued to plague mankind i n va.rious pa.rts of the world. N e i t h e r 
ha,d wa.r disa.ppea.red^ every da.y, the wea.pons of imperia.lism took huma.n l i v e s a.nd 
destroyed ha.rd-wôn ma.teria.l goods, a.nd the popula.tions of .the t h i r d vrorld c o u n t r i e s 
were s a . c r i f i e d to the i d e o l o g i c a l confronta.tion of the b i g Powers. Instead of 
decrea.sing, poverty wa.s ga.ining ground. The Africa.n, Asia.n a.nd La.tin America.n 
cou n t r i e s were v i c t i m s of the egoism of the r i c h c o u n t r i e s , which ha.d esta.blished 
in t e r n a , t i o n a l economic rela.tions a.nd a. world p o l i t i c a . l a.nd f i n a n c i a . l system 
ba.sed on a.n u t t e r disrega.rd f o r ju . E t i c e , i n which a. f a . i r p r i c e wa.s pa.id f o r 
la.bour i n the northern hemisphere a.lone. The t h i r d world c o u n t r i e s were without 
defence a.ga.inst the hegemonistic p o l i c y of the b i g Powers ? they were sta.gna.ting 
i n underdevelopment a,nd given over to despa.ir a.nd ra.ncour. Ma.n, subjected to 
fea.r a.nd poverty, wa.s t o r t u r e d ea.ch da.y both physica.lly a.nd menta.lly by 
a.nti-democra.tic p o l i t i c a l régimes which w i e l d e d minority роггег, squanderod public 
property a.nd used t h e i r powers of ima.gina.tion only t o devise more r e f i n e d 
methods of expl o i t a . t i o n a.nd humilia.tion. Clea.rly, the huma.n r i g h t s situa.tion 
vra.s fa.r from encouraging. The lessons o f the Second ¥orld V/ar had been 
f o r g o t t e n . The developing c o u n t r i e s were r e g r e s s i n g , f o r the ha.rd-won 
a.chievements of t h e i r peoples were swa.llowed up by an international economic and 
fina.ncia.l system ba.sed on unequa.l excha.nge a.nd on domina.tion. -

4. L i t t l e progress had been made on the major i s s u e s to which the Commission 
devoted i t s a t t e n t i o n each yea.r. The r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
was being v i o l a t e d i n the Middle E a s t , C h i l e a.nd southern A f r i c a , Ma.ssa.cres, 
p u n i t i v e e x p e d i t i o n s , t o r t u r e , assassina.tion, disa.ppea.ra.nce of persons, 
d e p r i v a t i o n a.nd the ma.lpractices of a.pa.rtheid continued to a f f e c t innocent 
men a.nd women. V i c t i m i z e d peoples looked to the interna.tiona.l community f o r 
the a.ssista.nce a.nd r e l i e f which the esta.blished system wa.s not a.lwa.ys a.ble to 
provide. 
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5. The year 1979 had been proclaimed I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of the C h i l d . A t t e n t i o n 
and care should h e ' l a v i s h e d on c h i l d r e n , f o r they were the l i n k that would ensure 
c o n t i n u i t y of endeavours to create a world of s o l i d a r i t y and mjitual understanding;. 
But'that o b j e c t i v e would c l e a r l y not be achieved overnight. M a l n u t r i t i o n and 
disease were k i l l i n g thousands of A f r i c a n and Asian c h i l d r e n every day, 

6. N a t i o n a l or foreign, m i n o r i t i e s continued to be persecuted i n a.world which 
claimed to as p i r e to a c i v i l i z a t i o n of the u n i v e r s a l . The achievement of f u l l 
understanding' between people of a l l races and n a t i o n a l i t i e s was not an imjninent 
prospect. In some c o u n t r i e s , mass deportations a f f e c t e d f o r e i g n m i n o r i t i e s s e r v i n g 
as scapegoats f o r despotic and unpopular régimes. 

7. Meanwhile, the members of the Commission on Human Rights had a r r i v e d at 
Geneva x^lth set recommendations and arguments. Each r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had r e c e i v e d 
i n s t r u c t i o n s which he -v/as i n most cases unable - to modify and which- r e f l e c t e d h i s 
Government's p o s i t i o n and p o l i c y on each i s s u e , ¥hat of the common i d e a l of 
u n i v e r s a l human r i g h t s and the humanitarian p r i n c i p l e s which ' j u s t i f i e d members' -. 
presence at the session? He had to admit that he had not yet become accustomed 
to the systematic defence of r i g i d , p o l i c y p o s i t i o n s , d i c t a t e d by i d e o l o g i c a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s and economiic i n t e r e s t s ç, i n an organ which a s p i r e d to the u n i v e r s a l and 
whose aim was to uphold human d i g n i t y . C l e a r l y , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were not re s p o n s i b l e 
f o r that s i t u a t i o n , f o r they were "bhe servants of t h e i r .Government, E q u a l l y 
c l e a r l y , there was l i t t l e prospect that matters would change f o r the b e t t e r i n the 
near f u t u r e . The Commission d i d the best i t could w i t h i n the narrow li m i t s . i m p o s e d 
on i t . Thanks to the s p i r i t of co-operation which had p r e v a i l e d at the 
t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n , the Commission had been able to organize i t s work r a t i o n a l l y 
and achieve.progress i n the promotion of human r i g h t s . But promotion alone d i d 
not s u f f i c e , and a major e f f o r t was needed i n -fche f i e l d of p r o t e c t i o n , 

8. I t was h i s liope that f u t u r e generations would b e n e f i t from a Commission of 
which each member r e c e i v e d the s i n g l e i n s t r u c t i o n to defend the economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l requirements and c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l freedoms and r i g h t s of man. 
That day would mark- the v i c t o r y of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human. R i g h t s , which 
would no longer be used as a pr e t e x t to ease consciences or to disseminate 
propaganda. N e i t h e r would i t be p o s s i b l e to plead non-interference i n the domestic 
a f f a i r s of States i n ordei" to a.rrogate the r i g h t to persecute and starve others. 
F i n a l l y , underdevelopment would not be able to serve as a pretext f o r the 
oppression of an e n t i r e people. IVhen that day c a m e c o - o p e r a t i o n would be genuine, 
j u s t , based on the p r i n c i p l e of s o l i d a r i t y and e q u a l i t y and sustained by a common 
determination to' combat poverty i n order to b u i l d a world i n which each i n d i v i d u a l 
could e x e r c i s e h i s r i g h t to development an.d f i n d happiness . . A l l e f f o r t s would be 
aimed at secu r i n g genuine i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and concord i n a new economic 
order i n which j u s t i c e bred p r o s p e r i t y . 
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9. In the meantime, he expressed the hope that the t h i r t y - f i f t h session of the 
Commission on Human Rights would be marked by good- i j i l l , i n d u s t r y and open-mindedness 
and that i t s Chairman would be able to declare at the opening of the t h i r t y - s i x t h 
s e s s i o n that s u b s t a n t i a l progress had been achieved i n the p r o t e c t i o n of and respect 
f o r human r i g h t s . 

10. I l r . COTTAFAVI (Direc t o r - G e n e r a l , United Nationa O f f i c e at Geneva) welcomed 
members to the t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s sion o f the Commission on Human Ri g h t s , vihich was 
a c e n t r a l organ of the United Nations f o r the promotion of s o c i a l progress and 
b e t t e r standards of l i v i n g i n grea t e r freedom. 

11. Over the years, the Commission had p a i n s t a k i n g l y c o n t r i b u t e d to the e l a b o r a t i o n 
of a wide range of i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . More 
r e c e n t l y , i t had given s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to a l t e r n a t i v e approaches and ways and 
means f o r improving the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of human r i g h t s . In p a r t i c u l a r , 
p o s i t i v e steps had been taken i n co-roperation \rith Member States to deal vrith 
a l l e g e d gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s wherever they might occur. 

12. Human r i g h t s were becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y important i n contemporary i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s . There was a d e f i n i t e c a l l f o r the e l a b o r a t i o n of new and more p r e c i s e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards, f o r example to ensure the' d i g n i t y and wel l - b e i n g o f migrant 
workers, to p r o t e c t persons from t o r t u r e and to safeguard the r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n . 
There мете a l s o urgent appeals to talce e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n against apartheid and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , to promote s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and f u l l development of i n d i v i d u a l s , 
peoples and nattions, and to deal c o n c r e t e l y w i t h the u n f o r t m a t e l y continuing 
r e p o r t s of sit t x a t i o n s of s e r i o u s viola^tions of human r i g h t s . A l l those concerns 
were r e f l e c t e d i n the agenda of the current session of the Commission, together 
w i t h b a s i c questions concerning the scope and o r i e n t a t i o n of the f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s 
o f the United Nations i n the f i e l d of hximan r i g h t s . 

15. The United Nations, which derived i t s strength from the support o f peoples and 
persons throughout the world, must alx/ays pay scrupulous a t t e n t i o n to i t s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h them. The Commission's r o l e i n that respect was c r u c i a l , f o r 
i t could be considered as the conscience of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. Both he 
and the Geneva s t a f f and s e r v i c e s would make every e f f o r t to ensure that the 
current session was a s u c c e s s f u l one. 

14. Mr. van BOVEN ( D i r e c t o r , D i v i s i o n of Нгягаап Rights) s a i d that the formal status 
of an i n s t i t u t i o n such as the Commission on Human Rights could sometimes b e l i e i t s 
t r u e importance and value. The United Nations v/ould become devoid of meaning 
xdthout the human r i g h t s e t h i c , f o r growth, peace and human e f f o r t would be empty 
indeed i f they were not founded on JListice and respect f o r human r i g h t s . 

15. I'Jhile the United Nations' commitment to hujnan r i g h t s had been proclaimed i n 
p r i n c i p l e i n the Charter, the d e t a i l s of i t s p r a c t i c a l expression had been f a r from 
c l e a r . The Commission's f i r s t task had been to elaborate i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards 
of u n i v e r s a l a p p l i c a b i l i t y , such as those embodied i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Human Rights and other hujnan r i g h t s instrxuaents. Human r i g h t s had not yet been 
f u l l y c o d i f i e d d e s p i t e the considerable e f f o r t s of the CoiTimission, and the question 
could be asked whether the Commission was f o l l o x j i n g the most r a t i o n a l approach i n 
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s e l e c t i n g subjects and m o d a l i t i e s f o r s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g . That vras a matter to which 
some a t t e n t i o n might be devoted during the current s e s s i o n . The second phase of the 
Coimnission's work had been to promote the standards which i t had d r a f t e d , by seeking 
to encourage t r a i n i n g , educa.tion and inf o r m a t i o n i n the human r i g h t s f i e l d . During 
the 1960s, the Coriimission had embarked on the t h i r d phase of i t s work, that of 
seeking to b r i n g about implementation of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards and to t a c k l e 
v i o l a t i o n s of hiunan r i g h t s . A great dea.l remained to be done i n tha.t area i n order 
to face the challenges posed by c o n t i n i i i n g r e p o r t s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n 
a l l p a r t s of the world. Responding to the needs of the times, the Commission ha.d 
also sought to r e l a t e human r i g h t s to the development e f f o r t and to. give p r a c t i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e to the interdependence and i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of a l l r i g h t s by promoting 
the r e a l i z a t i o n o f economic, s o c i a l and CLiltu.ral r i g h t s while continuing to s t r e s s 
the need to implement c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . 

16. The Coimnission shou.ld be the r e p o s i t o r y of the conscience and moral a i i t h o r i t y 
of the United Nations. I t had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to work f o r j u s t i c e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
and n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y , to provide guidance concerning respect f o r human r i g h t s and 
human d i g n i t y , and to s t r i v e to b r i n g back i n t o l i n e r e c a l c i t r a n t members of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community who might depart from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards of conduct 
l a i d doxra i n the human r i g h t s code. In f a c i n g up to i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , the 
Commission b e n e f i t e d g r e a t l y from the support of i t s s u b s i d i a r y organs and from the 
work of complementary organs e s t a b l i s h e d under s p e c i f i c i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, 

17» One example of the Commission's e f f o r t s to respond to the evol v i n g needs of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community wa.s i t s d e c i s i o n to i n v i t e the Secretary-General to 
undertake a study on "The i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimensions of the r i g h t to development -as 
a human r i g h t i n r e l a t i o n w i t h other human r i g h t s based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation 
i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to peace, talcing i n t o account the requirements of the New 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Order and fundamentaJ human needs", which would be a,vaálable 
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n at the current s e s s i o n . The l i n k betvreen development and huma.n 
r i g h t s was fimdamental, and the study defined the concept of development as 
encompassing the r e a l i z a t i o n of the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of the human person i n harmony 
wi t h the coimunity. The human person was seen as the subject and not a mere object 
of the development process, and development was i n t e r p r e t e d as r e q u i r i n g the • 
s a t i s f a c t i o n o f both m a t e r i a l and n o n - m a t j r i a l needs. I t wis submitted that there 
w3-s a very s u b s t a n t i a l body of p r i n c i p l e s , r e i n f o r c e d by a range o f conventions, 
d e c l a r a t i o n s and r e s o l t i t i o n s , which dem-onstrated the existence i n i n t e r n a t i o n a J law 
of a htrnian r i g h t to development which was interdependent w i t h and i n d i v i s i b l e from 
other human r i g h t s . The study f u r t h e r emphasized tha.t a development s t r a t e g y based 
on p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n and the deniaJ of hujiian r i g h t s might c o n t r i b u t e to the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of some economic o b j e c t i v e s but could never lea d to ivll and genuine 
development. I t was recognized that there was much i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t i n 
f o r g i n g c l o s e r l i n k s between the promotion of human r i g h t s and i n t e r n a i t i o n a l 
development co-operation, and a t t e n t i o n wa,s аталт to the need to i n c l u d e human r i g h t s 
concerns i n the e l a b o r a t i o n and a p p l i c a t i o n of a code of conduct f o r t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
c o r p o r a t i o n s . I t was also emphasized that the promotion o f respect f o r himian r i g h t s 
should be prominent among the o b j e c t i v e s of the new I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 
Strategy. The d e c i s i o n of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s to in c l t i d e i n i t s a-genda an item on the New I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Economic Order and human r i g h t s could u s e f u l l y complement the Comraission's 
a c t i v i t i e s i n that f i e l d . 
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1 8 . The c l e l i h e r a t i o n s of the World Conference to Conhat Racism and R a c i a l 
B i s c r i m i n a ^ t i o n , which had recognized that racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n were o f t e n 
founded on economic e:фloitation of the v i c t i m s , a l s o provided u s e f u l i n s i g h t s i n t o 
economic f a c t o r s a f f e c t i n g the enjojnaent of human ri^ghts. I n p a r t i c u l a r , the 
Conference had c a l l e d f o r appropriate mea;:ures to prevent d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a^gainst 
m i n o r i t i e s , indigenous popula/bions aaid migrant гтагкегз â nd to p r o t e c t them from 
economic e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

19» Turning to the question of the Commission's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to t a c k l e v i o l a t i o n s 
of humaai r i g h t s , ho said tha.t the peoples and persons of the world expected a g'reat 
deal of the Commission. Their hopes and support were the Commission's main source of 
stre n g t h . To \тЪэЛ extent wa.s the Commission responding to t h e i r needs and heeding; 
the voices of the suffering", the oppressed, the e x p l o i t e d , the persecuted a,nd the 
irnderp r i v i l e g e d ? Those were c r u c i a l questions, f o r i f the Commission was not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y responsive i t might f a i l i n i t s endeavours a.s a whole. I n tha.t connexion, 
the non-g'dvernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n consul t a,tive status were important l i n i c s between 
the Commission and the world a,t la,rgc, and the Commission mi^ht wish to consider x/ays 
and means of enliancing the r o l e of those o r g a n i z a t i o n s â nd of e s t a b l i s h i n g c l o s e r 
contact \!ith the peoples and persons f o r whom i t s irork wa.s intended. 

20. A c e n t r a l aspect of that question was the ira.y i n which the Commission haлdled 
a l l e g a t i o n s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . Tlie Commission i t s e l f ha-d reaf f i r m e d i n the 
past that States had a duty to do everything w i t h i n t h e i r power to respect human 
rights.an d that a country's l e v e l of economic development could not j u s t i f y human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . I f l i i l e i t was t r u e that the r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s v/as 
s e r i o u s l y impeded by the unjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order-, d e l i b e r a t e or gross 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s could r a r e l y be r e l a t e d to such e x t e r n a l causes alone. 
S t r u c t u r a l f a c t o r s should not be used as excuses f o r p e r p e t r a t i n g viola.tions of 
human r i g h t s , vihich a f f e c t e d humain beings i n the same way, \rhatever the l e v e l of 
development or economic and s o c i a l system of the s o c i e t y to which they beloi-iged. 
Therefore, the Commission had an impora.tive dixty to s t r i v e f o r the preven t i o n and 
eradica.tion of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , to develop f u r t h e r ways o.nd гаеэлз of tackling' 
such v i o l a , t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g those committed under the p r e t e x t o f n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y or 
quasi-permanent st a t e s of emergency, and to develop methods o f responding to urgent 
s i t u a t i o n s which arose between sess i o n s . 

21. Hie i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had had occasion to note the usefulness of 
interns.tiona2 i n v e s t i i ^ a t i o n s i n t o a l l e g e d v i o l a t i o n s , as evidenced by the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the Ad Hoc V/orking Group on the S i t u a t i o n of Human Rights i n C h i l e a.nd the 
Ad Hoc Working Group of E:фerts on human r i g h t s i n southern A f r i c a . A United Hâtions 
presence on the spot added a dimension vrhich was o f t e n l a c k i n g i n other procedures 
f o r t a-ckling human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , â nd the Commission might v.dsh to enlarge upon 
the experience acquired i n that f i e l d and u t i l i z e s i m i l a r models i n appropriate cases 
i n the f u t u r e . I t might also wish to consider models of a c t i o n f o r establishing- more 
d i r e c t contacts vrith Governments ejq)eriencing d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the human r i g h t s f i e l d . 
I n situa-tions g i v i n g r i s e to i n t e r n a t i o n a l concern, f o r example, the des i g n a t i o n of a. 
member of the Commission or an i n t e r n a t i o n a l e:cpert to e s t a b l i s h contact w i t h the 
Government concerned might prove' to be u s e f i i l . 
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22.. The Commission would have before i t the report of the l i o r l i i n g Group of the Ш о 1 
which had met the previous week to consider the programme and methods of vjork of the 
Commission and a l t e r n a t i v e approaches and ways and. means, "within, the United ÏTations 
system f o r improving the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedom 
In that connexion, he drevr the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to the medium-term-plan i n the 
f i e l d of human rig'hts f o r the p e r i o d I980-1983 (A/33/б (Part 9 ) ) , which set out the 
human r i g h t s pi-ogramiae f o r those years. 1/ith regard to the question of a l t e r n a t i v e 
approa.ches and ways and means, he was convinced that the e x i s t i n g oi-gans, mandates 
and procedures i n the human r i g h t s f i e l d rema-ined f u l l y v a l i d and should, be r e t a i n e d 
and t h a t a.ttention should be focused on developing ways of enhaaicing t h e i r 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

23. The workload of the human r i g h t s programme had increased enormously over the 
past few years, but the resources of the D i v i s i o n of Human Rights had. not gro\n i n 
the same p r o p o r t i o n . I t vaa h i s hope tha.t a c t i o n would be taken to redress the 
s i t u a t i o n , f o r otherwise the D i v i s i o n might not be able to imdertalce new tasks 
entixisted to i t by human r i g h t s organs vrithout requesting' those organs to decide on 
the p r i o r i t y to be given to tasks that had already been assigned to the D i v i s i o n i n 
r e l a t i o n to the new tasks envisaged, 

24. The o v e r - a l l u n i t e d Hâtions requirement f o r a t r u l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i v i l s e r v i c e 
w i t h the highest standards of i n t e g r i t y and performance was p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t 
to the Organization's .irork i n the f . i e l d of human r i g h t s . In that connexion, the 
Secretary-General's report on the vrork of the Organization- (л/ззД) contained a 
number of p e r t i n e n t references to the need to r e s i s t undue pressures from many 
quarters and to avoid the danger of the S e c r e t a r i a t ' s becoming a c o n t i n u a t i o n i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l foira of Member States' f o r e i g n s e r v i c e s . 

25. In c o n c l u s i o n , he wished,to appeal f o r a f a i r a p p r a i s a l of prospects under the 
human r i g h t s progra.iane. While new standards must be d r a f t e d and new needs and 
r i g h t s considered, v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s must continue to be tackled, 
e n e r g e t i c a l l y . E x i s t i n g organs, mandates and procedures had. proved t h e i r worth and 
shoiild. be maintained.! at the same time, ways and means should be evolved of malcing 
them more e f f e c t i v e , Work must be planned and pliased. so as to ease the pressure of 
a growing agend.a. Every e f f o r t should be made to strE-ce a balance between the 
modes of diplomacy and the r e a l needs of the people and persons f o r whom the 
Commission's 3.ctions irere designed. That \JQ,S the fundamental challenge to vrhich the 
Commission must respond, i n p a r t i c u l a r by t a c k l i n g the sad s i t u a t i o n of serious 
human r i g h t s v i o l a . t i o n s iln many p a r t s of the world. 

ELSCTIOH OP OFFICERS (item 1 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda) 

26. I-tr. Beaulne (Cajiada) \!a.s e l e c t e d Chairman by acclamation. 

27. I'fe. Beaulne (Canada) took the Chair. 

28. The CH/LIPJ'JAN s a i d that at i t s previou.s session the Commission had opened neir 
paths, created precedents, enhanced i t s a u t h o r i t y and broa.dened i t s scope of a c t i o n . 
I t had. continued to stud-у the r i g h t s of migrant workers and to elaborate a d r a f t 
d e c l a r a t i o n on the elimina.tion of a l l forms' of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , and at the 
same time i t had i n i t i a t e d work on the p r e p a r a t i o n of a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the 
r i g h t s of members of na.tiona.l, e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s . I t had 
a l s o talcen up t\ro d r a f t conventions deaJing, r e s p e c t i v e l y , with t o r t u r e and the 
r i g h t s of the c h i l d . 
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29- Among the standing items on the agenda of the current session, that concerning 
a l t e r n a t i v e approaches and i/ays and means w i t h i n the United Nations system f o r 
improving the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, 
i n c l u d i n g the appointment of a h i g i i commissioner f o r human r i g h t s , seemed to he the 
most c o n t r o v e r s i a l . The qu.estion of the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s a l s o deserved cl o s e a/btention. The Commission should bear i n mind 
that i t was recjuired to propose p o s i t i v e s o l u t i o n s to those very complex problems 
to the General Assembly at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date. 

30. The a t t e n t i o n of outside observers would no doubt be focused on the item 
r e l a t i n g to the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms i n any part of 
the world, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r reference to c o l o n i a l and other dependent c o u n t r i e s and 
t e r r i t o r i e s and, e s p e c i a l l y , on the measures to be talcen i n cases of gross 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . I t had now been e s t a b l i s h e d that States were answerable 
to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r the way i n which they f u l f i l l e d t h e i r f r e e l y 
contracted commitments i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . Hov/cver, i t should be borne 
i n mind that the Commission's aini wa.s to secure respect f o r such r i g h t s and not 
to condemn or h u m i l i a t e States. The authors of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Human Rig h t s , by adopting a pragiaa.tic approach, had managed to agree on a set of 
r u l e s of conduct which Governments a p p l i e d i n accordance with values and orders of 
p r i o r i t y irhich could d i f f e r considerably from country to country. The Commission 
would do w e l l to f o l l o v r the example of pragmatism sot by i t s predecessors, by 
adopting a p r a c t i c a l approach and attempting to f i n d aereas of agreement. I f 
s e r e n i t y and go o d w i l l p r e v a i l e d at the ses s i o n , i t might be p o s s i b l e to malee some 
progress i n the p r o t e c t i o n and promotion of human r i g h t s . 

The d i s c u s s i o n covered i n the summary record ended at 12.50 p.m. 




