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RULES OF PROCEDURE
Ofi' THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

1. SI~SSIONS

RI/le 1

, ~he Tru~t('(':;hi(l ~'ol1lH:il shall m(~et ill two l:eglllar sessions each year.
1 he fIrst of such Sl'S:-;10I1S ::hall be rCHlI'elwd dllnng the month of January
and the second during' the month of JUlle,

Rtde 2
Special sessions shall be held as and where occasion may require, by

decisioll of the Trusl('('ship Council, or at the request of a majority of its
members, 01' at the request of the General Assembly, or at the request of
the Seclll'ity Council acting ill pursuance of the relevant provisions of the
Charter.

Rule 3
A ]'equclit for a special session may be made by the Economic and

Social Council or hy auy uWlllber of the Trnsteeship Council, and shall be
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who without
delay shall cOJllllHlnicatc the request to the other members of the Trustee­
ship Council. On notification by the Secretary-General that the maj ority
of the members h,lve concurred, the President of the Trusteeship Council
shaH request the Secretary-General to call a special session.

Rule 4
The President of the Trusteeship Council shaH notify the members

of the Council of the elate und place of the first meeting of each session
through the Secretary-General. Such notification, as a rule, shall be given
at least thirty days in advance of the elate of the session. Notifications shall
also be addrcssed to the Security Council, to the Economic and Social
Council, to such Mcmbers of the United Nations as have proposed an
item for the ag'enc1a, and to such of the specialized agencies as may attend
and participate in the meetings of the Trusteeship Couucil under the terms
of the agreements with the United Nations.

Rule 5
A request for an alteration of the date of a regular session may be

made by any member of the Trusteeship Council or the Secretary-General
and shall be dealt with by a procedure similar to that provided in rule 3
for a request for a special session.

Rule 6
Each session shall be held at the seat of the United Nations, unless

in pursuance of a previous decision of the Trusteeship COl1ncil or at the

1
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request of a majority of its members another place is designated. A request
for a place of meeting other than the seat of the United Nations may be
made by any member of the Trusteeship Council or by the Secretary­
General and s11all be dealt with by a procedure similar to that provided
in rule 3 for a request for a special session.

Rule 7
The Trusteeship Council may decide at any session to adjonrn tem­

porarily and resume its meetings at a later date.

n. AGENDA

Rule 8

The provisional agenda for each session of the Trusteeship Council
shall be drawn up by the Secretary-General in consultation with the Presi­
dent and shall be communicated together with the notice summoning the
Council to the organs, Members and specialized agencies referred to in
rule 4.

Rule 9

The provisional agenda shall include consideration of:

(a) Such annual reports and other documents as may have been
submitted by the Administrative Authorities;

( b) Such petitions as may have been presented, a list of which shall
be attached;

(c) Arrangements for and reports all visits to Trust Territories;

(d) All items proposed by the Trusteeship Council at a previous
session;

(e) All items proposed by any Member of the United Nations;

(f) All items proposed by the General Assembly, the Security Council,
the Economic and Social Council, or a specialized agency under the terms
of its agreement with the United Nations; and

(g) All items or reports which the President or the Secretary-General
may deem necessary to put before the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 10

The first item on the provisional agenda of any meeting of the Trus­
teeship Council shall be the adoption of the agenda. The Trusteeship
Council may revise the agenda and may, as appropriate, add, defer or
delete items. During any special session priority shall be given to the
consideration of those items for which the session has been called.

III. REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS

Rule 11

Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall designate one specially
qualified person to represent it therein.

2
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Rule 12

1Iembers of th(~ 'United !\ations which arc not members of the Trus­
teeshil~ Council h.lIt. which have proposed items on the agenda of that
Councl! sh.all he IIlVlh:t1. to have present, at tlle appropriate meetings of
the C?UllI:JI, t{'preSel!tatl\'es who ~haJJ be entitled to participate, without
vote. 111 the dehh('rallolls all those Items.

Rule 13

Representath'cs of specialized agencies shall be invited to attend
meetings of the Trusteeship Council and to participate, without vote, in
its deliberntiol1s in tl1<' circumstances indicated in the respectiYe agree­
ments hetw(~en the United Nations and the specialized agencies.

Rule 14

1. The credentials of representatives on the Trusteeship Council shall
normally be collll11unicated to the Secretary-General not less than twenty­
four hours hefore the meeting at which the representatives will take their
seats. The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of the State or
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the respective member Governments.

2. The credentials shall be examined by the Secretary-General who
shall SUlllllit a report thereon to the Trusteeship Council for approval.

Rule 15
1. Anv ?lfember of the United Nations not a member of the Trustee­

ship Coltn~il, when invited to participate in a meeting or meetings of the
CouIlcil, shall submit credentials for the representative appointed by it
for this pllrpose in the same manner as provided in rule 14. The creden­
tials of such a representative shall be communicated to the Secretary­
General not less than twenty-four hours before the first meeting which
he is to attend.

2, The credentials of representatives referred to in the paragraph
in~111ediately prececling und of any repl'esentatives appointed in accordan~e
With rule 74 shall be examined by the Secretary-General who shall submit
a report to the Trusteeship Coullcil for approyal.

RttZe 16

The credentials of representatives of specialized agencies which have
been invited to attend meetings of the Trusteeship Council in pursuance
of rule 13 shall be issued by the competent officer of each such specialized
agency and shall be subject to the same procedure as defined in rule 14.

Rttle 17

Pending the decision on the credentials of a representative on the
Trusteeship Council, such representative shall be seated provisionally and
shall enjoy the same rights as he would have if his credentials were found
to be in good order.

Rule 18
Each representatiYe all the Trusteeship Caun.cil may b~ accompanied

by such alternates and advisers as he may reqUIre. An altemate or an

3
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adviser may act as a representative when so designated by the represen­
tative.

IV. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT

Rule 19
The Trusteeship Council shall elect, at the beginning of its regular

session in June, a President and a Vice-President from among the repre­
sentatives of the members of the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 20
The President and Vice-President shall hold office until their respec­

tive successors are elected, and shall not be eligible for immediate re­
election.

Rule 21
In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall act as Presi­

dent. In the event that the President for any reason is no longer able to
act in that capacity, the Vice-Presiclent shall serve as President during
the unexpired term. In both cases the Vice-President shall have the same
powers and duties as the President.

Rule 22
The President may appoint one of his alternates or advisers to parti­

cipate in the proceedings and to vote in the Trusteeship Council. In such
a case the President shall not exercise his right to vote.

V. SECRETARIAT

Rule 23
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity at the meetings of

the Trusteeship Council and of its committees, sub-committees and such
subsidiary bodies as may be established by it. The Secretary-General may
authorize a deputy to act in his place.

Rule 24
The Secretary-General shall transmit promptly to the members of

the Trusteeship Council all communications which may be addressed to the
Council from Members and organs of the United Nations and from spe­
cialized agencies. The Secretary-General shall also circulate promptly to
the members of the Council communications from other sources, except
those which are manifestly inconsequential, if they relate to the activities
of the Trusteeship Council. Such communications shall be transmitted in
full, unless their length precludes this, in which case the procedure set
forth in paragraph 3 of rule 85 shall apply.

Rule 25
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required by

the Trusteeship Council and such committees, sub-committees and other
subsidiary bodies as it may establish.

4
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Rule 26

The Secretary-General or his reprcsentnti\re may. subject to the pro­
visions of rule 53, make oral as well as written statements to the Council,
its committees or subsidiary bodies concerning any question under con­
sideration,

Rule 27

The Secretary-General shall be responsible for all the necessary
arrangements for meetin~s and other activities of the Trusteeship Council,
its committees, sub-committees and subsidiary bodies.

VI. LANGUAGES

Rule 28

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official
languages. English and French shall be the working languages of the
Trusteeship CounciL

Rule 29

Speeches made ill onc of tile working languages shall be interpreted
into the other working language.

Rule 30

Speeches made in any of the other three official languages shall be
interpreted into both working languages.

Rule 31

Any representative may speak in a language other than the official
languages. In such case, he shall himself provide for interpretation into
one of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working lan­
guage by an interpreter of the Secretariat may be based 011 the inter­
pretation given in the first working language.

Rule 32

Records of meetings of the Trusteeship Council shall be drawn up in
the working languages. A translation of the whole or part of any record
into any of the other official languages shall be furnished if requested by
any representative in the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 33

The official records of the Trusteeship Council shall be issued in the
working languages

Rule 34

All resolutions of the Trusteeship Council shall be mad.e available in
the official languages. Other documents originating with the Council shall
be made available in any of the official languages at the r~quest of repre­
sentatives of members of the Council.

5
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Rule 35

Documents of the Trusteeship Council shall, if the Trusteeship Coun­
cil so decides, be published in any language other than the official lan.
guages.

VII. VOTING

Rule 36

Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall have one vote.

Rule 37
Decisions or recommendations of the Trusteeship Council shall be

made by a majority of the members present and voting. Members who
abstain in particular votes shall not in those instances be counted as voting,

Rule 38

If a vote other than for an election is equally divided, a second vote
shall be taken at tlle next meeting or, by decision of the Trusteeship Coun­
cil, following a brief recess. Unless at the second vote there is a majority
in favour of the proposal, it shall be deemed to be lost.

Rule 39

The Trusteeship Council shall vote by show of hands except that,
before a vote is taken, any representative of a member may request a roll­
call, which shall then be taken in the English alphabetical order of the
names of the members of the Trusteeship Council, beginning with the
member of the Trusteeship Council whose name is drawn by lot by the
President. The name of each member shall be ca11ed and the represen­
tative shall reply "Yes", "No" or "Abstention", The result of the voting
shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical order of the
names of the members.

Rttle 40

The vote of each member participating in any roll-call shall be inserted
in the record.

Rule 41

The election of the President and the Vice-President of the Trustee­
ship Council shall be taken by secret and separate ballot. The Council may
decide that the election to any other office or function established by the
Council shall also be taken by secret ballot.

Rule 42

When only one person or member is to be elect€d and no candidate
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be
taken, which slmll be confined to the two candidates obtaining the largest
number of votes. If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, the
President shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots.

Rule 43

When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under
the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ba110t the ma-
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'. jorit)' r~qu}re~ shall he elected. If th~ m1ll1ber of c<lndidates obt<lining
such maJonty lS less than the number ot persons or members to be elected.

l, th~re shall. be additional ba!lots to lil~ ~Il(~ remaining places, the voting
bell1g restncted to the cambdates obttlllung the greatest number of votes
in the previous ballot, the 1111mb{~r of candidates being not more than twice
as many as the places remaining to be lllled.

VIII. PUlILIClTY Of' MEETINGS

Rule 44
The meetings of the Trusteeship Council ancI of a11 of its subsidiary

bodies shall be held in Imhlic, unless the Coullcil or subsidiary body con­
cerned decides that circumstances require that meetings be held in private.

Rule 45
At the close of private meetings, as may be appropriate, the Trustee­

ship Council shall issue a COtlllllUnicltlC through the Secretary-General.

IX. RECORDS

Rule 46
The records of all public and private meetings shall be prepared by

the Secretariat. They shall be macIe available in so far as possible within
twenty-four hours of the end of the meetings to the representatives who
have participated in the meetings.

Rule 47
The representatives who have participated in the meetings shall.

within two working days after the distribution of the records, inform the
Secretary~Gel1eralof any corrections they wish to have made. Corrections
that have been requested shall be considered approved, unless the President
is of the opinion that they are sufficiently important to be submitted to the
Trusteeship Council for approvaL

Rule 48
The records of public and private meetings in which no corrections

have been requested or which have been corrected in accordance with
rule 47 shall be considered as the official records of the Trusteeship Council.
The official records of public meetings shall be published by the Secretariat
as promptly as possible and communicated to the Members of the United
Nations and to the specialized agencies referred to in rule 4.

Rule 49
The official records of private meetings shall be access!ble only .to the

Members of the United Nations, except that the Trusteeshlp Councd may
make public the records of any private meeting at such time and und~r
such conditions as it may decide. When such records relate to strateg!c
areas the Administering Authority concerned may reques~ the TrusteesJ:ip
Council to confine their availability to the Trusteeship and SecurIty
Councils.
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X. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Rule 50
At any meeting of the Trusteeship Council two-thirds of the members

shall constitute a quorum.

R~tle 51
In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon him

elsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and
closing of each meeting, direct the discussions, ensure observance of the
rules of procedure, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce
decisions. Subject to the rules of procedure, he shall have complete control
of the proceedings of any meeting. The President, acting under the author­
ity of the Trusteeship Council, shall represent it as an organ of the United
Nations.

Rztle 52
Whenever the President of the Trusteeship Council deems that for

the proper fulfilment of the responsibilities of the presidency he should not
preside over the Trusteeship Council during the consideration of a ques­
tion with which the member he represents is directly connected, and in
particular when a.nnual reports and petitions relating to a Trust Territory
of which the member he represents is the Administering Authority are
under consideration, he shall indicate his decision to the Trusteeship
Council. The presidency shall then devolve for the purpose of the consider­
ation of that question upon the Vice-President.

Rule 53
No one may address the Trusteeship Council without having pre­

vionsly obtained the permission of the President. The President shall
call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak.
The Chairman of a subsidiary body, or a rapporteur, or the Secretary­
General, however, may be accorded precedence. The President may call
a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subject under
discussion.

Rule 54
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to a

point of order and the point of order shall be immediately decided by the
President, in accordance with the rules of procedure.

Rule 55
A representative may appeal from any ruling of the President. The

appeal shall be put to the vote without discussion.

Rztle 56
1. The following motions shall have precedence in the order named

over all draft resolutions or other motions relative to the subject before
the meeting:

(a) To suspend the meeting;
(b) To adjourn the meeting;

8
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(c) To adj ourn the meeting to a certain day or hour;
(d) For the closure of the debate on any motion or draft resolution

including amendments thereto, or on any amendment or amendments to ~
motion or draft resolution;

(c) To limit the time allowed to each speaker;
(f) To refer any matter to a committee, to the Secretary-General or

to a rapporteur;
(g) To postpone discussion of the question to a certain day or in­

definitely j or
(h) To amend.
2. Any motion for the suspension or for the simple adjoumment of

a meeting sball be decided without debate.
3. A motion for closure of debate on a draft resolution or other motion

shall !lot be considered by the Trusteeship Council until each represen­
tative shall have had the opportunity to speak on that draft resolution or .
other motion. Debate on a motion for closure of debate shall be limited
to one speaker for each side.

Rule 57
Reports, draft resolutions and other substantive motions or amend­

ments shall be introduced in writing and handed to the Secretary-General.
The Secretary-General shall, to the e.,xtent possible, circulate copies to the
representatives twenty-four hours in advance of the meeting at which they
are to be considered. The Trusteeship Council may decide to postpone
the consideration of draft resolutions and other substantive motions or
amendments, the copies of which have not been circulated twenty-four
hours in advance.

R1tle 58
Draft resolutions and other motions or amendments proposed by

representatives of members on the Trusteeship Council may be put to
the vote without having been seconded.

Rule 59
1. Draft resolutions, motions or amendments may be withdrawn by

the representative who introduced them at any time prior to the vote.
2. In a case where a representative withdraws a draft resolution,

motion or amendment prior to the vote, any other representative on the
Trnsteeship Council may require that it be put to the v.o!e as his. draft
resolution, motion or amendment under the same conditlO11s as If the
original mover had not withdrawn it.

Rule 60
Parts of a report, draft resolution, other motion or amendment may

be voted all separately at the request of a representative and subject to
the will of the Trusteeship Council. The proposal shall then be voted on
as a whole.

Rule 61
A proposal to add to or delete from or otherwise revise a part of a

draft resolution or a motion shall be considered as an amendment. An
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amendment shall be voted on first and if it is adopted, the amended reso­
lution or motion shall then be voted on.

Rule 62
If two or more amendments are moved to a draft resolution or another

motion, the President shall first put to the vote the amendment furthest
removed in substance from the draft resolution or motion and then the
amendment next furthest removed, and so on, until all the amendments
have been voted upon or an amendment has been approved which, in the
opinion of the Trusteeship Council, makes voting on the remaining amend­
ments unnecessary.

Rule 63

If two or more draft resolutions or other motions relating to an
original proposal are introduced, the President shall first put to the vote
the resolution or motion furthest removed in substance from the original
proposal. If that draft resolution or motion is rejected, the President shall
put to the vote the draft resolution or motion next furthest removed, and
so on, until either all the draft resolutions or motions have been put to a
vote or one 01' more of them has been adopted which, in the opinion of the
Trusteeship Council, makes voting on the remaining proposals unnecessary.

Rule 64
A statement of minority views may be appended to a report or recom­

mendation of the Trusteeship Council at the request of any member.

Rule 65
No resolution involving expenditure from United Nations funds shall

be approved by the Trusteeship Council unless the Trusteeship Council
has before it a report from the Secretary-General on the financial implica­
tions of the proposal, together with an estimate of the costs involved in
the spedfic proposal.

XI. COMMITTEES AND RAPPORTEURS

Rule 66
The Trusteeship Council may set up such committees as it deems

necessary, define their composition and their terms of reference, and refer
to them allY questions on the agenda for study and report. The committees
may be authorized to sit while the Trusteeship Council is not in session.

Rule 67
The procedure set forth in rules 28 to 31, 36 to 38, and 51 to 63

inclusive, shall apply to proceedings of committees of the Trusteeship
Council. The committees may decide upon the form of the records and
adopt such other rules of procedure as may be necessary.

XII. QUESTIONNAIRES

Rule 68
Upon the coming into effect of each Trusteeship agreement, the

Trusteeship Council shall transmit to the Administering Authority con-
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51 to 63
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cerned, through the Secretary-General, such questionnaire as it shall have
formula,ted, in. accordance wi,th Article 88 of the Charter, on the political,
economIC, sOCIal and educatlOl1al advancement of the inhabitants of the
Trust Territory involved.

Rule 69
The Trusteeship Council may modify the questionnaires at its dis­

cretion.

Rule 70

When, in accordance with Article 91 of the Charter, the Trusteeship
Council considers it appropriate to avail itself of the assistance of the
Economic und Social Council or of any specialized agency in the prepara­
tion of questionnaires, the President of the Trusteeship Council shall
transmit through the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social ,Coun­
cil or to the specialized agency concerned those sections of the question­
naires with regard to which its advice may be desired.

Rule 71

1. The questionnaire shall be communicated to each Administering
Authority at least six months before the expiration of the year covered
by the first annual report, and shall remain in force, without specific re­
newal, from year to year.

2. Any subsequent modifications shall be communicated to the Ad­
ministering Authority concerned at least six months before the date fixed
for the presentation of the first annual report which is to be based on the
modified questionnaire.

XIII. ANNUAL REPORTS OF ADMINISTERING AUTHORITIES

Rule 72

1. The annual report of an Administering Authority prepared on the
basis of the questionnaire formulated by the Trusteeship OlUncil shall be
submitted to the Secretary-General within six months from the termina­
tion of the year to which it refers.

2. Each report of an Administering Authority shall be considered by
the Trusteeship Council at the first regular session following theexpira­
tion of six weeks from the receipt of the report by the Secretary-Gener.al,
unless the Administering Authority concerned shall agree to an earlier
examination of the report.

3. The Secretary-General shall transmit these reports without delay
to the members of the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 73

The Administering Authority shall furnish to the Secretary-General
400 copies of each report for a Trust Territory. Co~ie,s of .each such ~eport
shall at the same time be sent directly by the Admmlstermg Authonty to
the members of the Trusteeship Council as a means of expediting the
work of the Council.

11

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



XIV. EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS

Rule 74

In the examination of all annual reports the Administering Authority
concerned shall be entitled to designate and to have present a special
representative who should be well informed on the Territory involved.

Rule 75

The special representative of the Administering Authority may parti­
cipate without vote in the examination and discussion of a report, except
in a discussion directed to specific conclusions concerning it.

XV. PETITIONS

Rule 76
Petitions may be accepted and examined by the Trusteeship Council

if they concern the affairs of one or more Trust Territories or the opera­
tion of the International Trusteeship System as laid down in the Charter,
except that with respect to petitions relating to a strategic area the func­
tions of the Trusteeship Council shall be governed by Article 83 of the
Charter and the tenus of the relevant Trusteeship agreements.

Rttle 77
Petitioners may be inhabitants of Trust Territories or other parties.

Rule 78
Petitions may be presented in writing in accordance with rules 79

to 86, or orally in accordance with rules 87 to 91.

Rule 79

A written petition may ])e in the form of a letter, telegram, memo­
randum or other document concerning the affairs of one or more Trust
Territories or the operation of the International Trusteeship System as
laid down in the Charter.

Rule 80

1. The Trusteeship Council may hear oral presentations in support
or elaboration of a previously submitted written petition. Oral presenta­
tions shall be confined to the subject-matter of the petition as stated in
writing by the petitioners. The Trusteeship Council, in exceptional cases,
may also hear orally petitions which have not been previously submitted
in writing, provided that the Trusteeship Council and the Administering
Authority concerned have been previonsly informed with regard to their
subject-matter.

2. The President of the Council shall be authorized between sessions
of the Council, through the Secretary-General, to inform any petitioner
who requests an opportnnity for an oral presentation or petition under
this Tltle, that tIle Council will grant him a hearing at such time and place
as the President may name. Before communicating such information to

12

the petitioner, the President
or Authorilit'$ ronc:erned as
the matter slH\Uld first be d
Authority is of th<=: opinion
dent shall defer act101L until 1

Kormally petitions shall
against judgu;l'lIts o£ c:ompe
if they kw b('lore tILe Counci
tenee-to C1eal. This rule shal
atiol1 bv tlH~ Tmsteeship C
grounds of its incorr1.patibili
United :\aliol\$ or of the 1
decisions 011 cases arising un
by the courts of the Adminis

Vlritten petitions may·
or may be transmitted to hil

\Vritten petitions sub!?
mission shall he corn.rnt1l1lC
or without comments by t]
or with an illdicatio1":L that s

1. Repn:~sentati~es .of
visits to Tmst Terr1tor~es
Council, llIay accept 'VVntte
have heen received from t
shall he tl'ansmitted pro111J
the members of the Conncl
nicated to tbe con'l.petent
visiting repn~sentatives 111a
tation with the local repre
be submitted to the Tntste

2. The visiting ITlissi~
receives are intended fo~ r
tiolls to be t ransrn i tteft ;j.
of this rule, to be dea

t ry-Gel'1 The Secre a '1·. . C unCl a
th~ Trusteeshlp 0 aints <I
talll requests, corr~pl
Council. .

. . co:p-cer11l1
2. PetltlOns ndl h

the TrusteeshipCouor ha
has taken c1ecisio1-~S '

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



the petitioner, the President shall inquire of the Administering Authority
or Authorities concerned as to whether there are substantial reasons why
the matter should tlrst be discussed in the Council. If the Administering
Authority is of the opinion that such substantial reasons e.."Xist, the Presi­
dent shall defer action until the matter has been decided by the Council.

Rule 81

Normully petitions shall be considered inadmissible if they are directed
against judgments of competent courts of the Administering AutllOrity or
if they lay before the Council a dispute with which the courts have compe­
tence to deal. This rule shall not be interpreted so as to prevent consider­
ation by the Trusteeship Council of petitions against legislation on the
grounds of its incompatihility with the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations or of the Trnsteeship agreement, irrespective of whether
decisions on cases arising under such legislation have previously been givell
by the courts of the Administering Authority.

Rl~le 82
Written petitions may be addressed directly to the Secretary-General

or may be transmitted to him through the Administering Authority.

Rule 83
Written petitions submitted to the Administering Authority for trans­

mission shall be communicated promptly to the Secretary-General, with
or without comments by the Administering Authority, at its discretion,
or with an indication that such comments will follow in due course.

R'ule 84

1. Representatives of the Trustees11ip Council engaged in periodic
visits to Trust Territories or on other official missions authorized by the
Council, may accept written petitions, subject to such instructions as may
have been received from the Trusteeship Council. Petitions of this kind
shall be transmitted promptly to the Secretary-General for circulation to
the members of the Council. A copy of each such petition shall be commu­
nicated to the competent local authority. Any observations which the
visiting representatives may wish to make 011 the petitions, after consul­
tation with the local representative of the Administering Authority, shall
be submitted to the Trusteeship ·Council.

2. The visiting mission shall decide which of the communications ~t
receives are intended for its own information and which of these are pet1­
tions to be transmitted to the Secretary-General, pursuant to paragraph 1
of this mle, to be dealt with in accordance with rules 85, 86 and 90.

R~tle 85
1. The Secretary-General shall circulate promptly to the members of

the Trusteeship Council all written petitions received by him which coJ.1­
tain requests, complaints and grievances seeking action by the Tntsteeshlp
Council.

2. Petitions concerning general problems to w11ich t~e attention ~f
the Trusteeship Council has already been called and on wh1ch the Connct!
has taken decisions or has made recommendations, as well as anonymous

13

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



communications, shaH be circulated by the Secretary-General in the manner
provided for in rule 24,

3, In the case of lengthy petitions, the Secretary-General will first
circulate a summary of the petition, the original petition being made avail­
able to the Trusteeship ·Council. The original petition, however, will be
circulated if the Presidellt of the Trusteeship Council, during the recess
of the Council, or the Council, if it is in session, so decides,

4. The Secretary-General shall not circulate petitions which are
manifestly inconsequential, a list of which, with a summary of their con­
tents, shall be communicated to the members of the Trusteeship Council.

5. vVith respect to petitions relating to a strategic area, the functions
of the Tnlsteeship Council shall be governed by Article 83 of the Charter
and the terms of the relevant Trusteeship agreement.

Rule 86

1. Written petitions will normally be placed on the agenda of a regular
session provided that they shall have been received by the Administering
Authority concerned either directly or through the Secretary-General at
least two months before the date of the next following regular session.

2. The date of receipt of a petition shall be considered as being:

(a) In respect of a petition which is presented through the Adminis­
tering Authority, the date on which the petition is received by the com­
petent local authority in the Territory or the metropolitan Government of
the Administering Authority, as the case may be, and

(b) In respect of a petition received by a visiting mission the date on
which the copy of the petition is communicated to the local authority in
accordance with rule 84;

(c) In respect of a petition not presented through the Administering
Authority, the date on which the petition is received by the Adminis­
teri.ng Authority through the Secretary-General. The Administering
Authority concerned shall immediately notify the Secretary.General of
the date of receipt of an such petitions,

3. In cases where the Administering Authority may be prepared to
consider a written petition at shorter notice than is prescribed by the fore­
going rules, or where, in exceptional cases, as a matter of urgency, it may
be so decided by the Trusteeship Council in consultation with the Adminis­
tering Authority concerned, such written petition may be placed on the
agenda of a regular session notwithstanding that it has been presented
after the due date, or it may be placed on the agenda of a special session.

4. Complete and precise written observations by the Administering
Authority concerned on the petitions to which the established procedure is
to be applied shall be transmitted within three months of the date of their
receipt by the Administering Authority. In the case of other petitions and
communications upon which a decision is taken pursuant to paragraph 3 of
rule 90, to apply the established procedures concerning petitions, written
observations shall be transmitted by the Administering Authority within
three months of its receiving notification of such decision.
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Rf(.{q 87

Requests to present petitions orally or to make oral presentations ill
support or elaboration of written petitions, in accordance with rule 80
may be addressed directly to the Secretary-General or may be transmitted
to him through theAclministering Authority. In the latter case the Ad­
ministering Authority concerned shall communicate such requests promptly
to the Secretary-General.

Rflle 88
The Secretary-General shall promptly notify the members of the

Trusteeship Council of all requests for oral petitions or oral presentations
received by him, except for petitions relating to a strategic area with
respect. to which the fUllctions of the Trusteeship Council shall be governed
by Article 83 of the Charter and the terms of the relevant Trusteeship
agreement.

Rulq 89
Representatives of the Trusteeship Council engaged in periodic visits

to Trust Territories or on other official missions authorized by the Council
may receive oral presentations or petitions, subject to such instructions as
may have been received frol11 the Trusteeship Council. Such oral presen­
tations or petitions shall be recorded by the visiting mission, and the record
shall be transmitted promptly to the Secretary-General for circulation to
the members of the Council and to the Administering Authority fOl"
comment. A copy of each such record shall be communicated to the
competent local authority. Any observations which the visiting represen­
tatives may wish to make Oil the oral presentations or petitions, after con­
sultation with the local representative of the Administering Authority,
shall be submitted to the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 90
1. The Trusteeship Council shall establish a Standing Committee on

Petitions of six members to undertake a preliminary examination of all
written petitions and such oral petitions as may be referred to it by the
Council in accordance with rule 80. The Council shall appoint at the end
of each regular session three members administering Trust Territories and
three members having no administering responsibilities to serve on the
Standing Committee 011 Petitions until tbe close of the following regular
session.

2. The Standing Committee on Petitions shall meet as often as neces­
sary depending on the volume of its work.

3. The Standing Committee on Petitions shall decide which, if ~ny,

of the petitions referred to in paragraph 2 of rule 85 and the C0111mU11lCa­
tions circulated pursuant to rule 24 shall have the established .procedur.e
concerning petitions applied to them. However, the Trustee~hlp Counal
may review the decision of the Standing Committee and deCide that any
of the petitions referred to in paragraph 2 of rule 85 and any o~ the
communications circulated pursuant to rule 24 shall have the estabhshed
procedure concerning petitions applied to them.

4. The Standing Committee on Petitions n;eeting between. ~essi9ns
may conduct in consultation with the representatlVe of the AdmlO1stermg
Authority cO;lcerned, a preliminary examination of those petitions on which

15

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



written observations by the Administering Authority are available. In
particular it may fonnulate any questions to be submitted to the Adminis­
tering Authority, or to the special representative, and may instruct the
Secretariat to carry out studies or undertake such preparatory work as the
Standing Committee may deem necessary. The Standing Committee on
Petitions shall complete, whenever possible, its preliminary examination
of petitions which the Administering Authority has agreed to have exam­
ined without the presence of a special representative.

S. The Standing Committee shall make a report to the Trusteeship
Council on each petition to which the established procedure on petitions
has been applied, together with its recommendations as to the action to
be taken by the Trusteeship Council in each case. The Standing Committee
shall also make such recommendations as it deems necessary concerning
the consideration by the Council of the petitions referred to in paragraph 2
of rule 85 and the communications circulated pursuant to rule 24.

6. The Standing Committee on Petitions shall submit recommenda­
tions to the Trusteeship Council specifying petitions in respect of which
special information on the action taken on the recommendations of the
Trusteeship Council by the Administering Authority concerned is not
required.

Rule 91

The Trusteeship Council may designate one or more of its represen­
tatives to accept oral petitions the subject-matter of which has been
previously communicated to the Trusteeship Council and to the Admin­
istedng Authority concerned. Oral petitions and oral presentations may be
examined either in public or in private, as may be determined, in accordance
with rule 44.

Rule 92

In the examination of all petitions the Administering Authority con­
cerned shall be entitled to designate and to have present a special represen­
tative who should be well informed on the territory involved.

Rule 93

The Secretary-General shall illfonn the Administering Authorities
and the petitioners concerned of the actions taken by the Trusteeship
Council on each petition, and shall transmit to them the official records of
the public meetings at which the petitions were examined.

XVI. VISITS TO TRUST TERRITORIES

Rule 94

The Trusteeship Council, in accordance with the provisions of Article
87 c and Article 83, paragraph 3, of the Charter, as the case may be, and
with the tenm of the respective Trusteeship agreements, shaH make
provision for periodic visits to each Trust Territory with a view to
achieving the hasic objectives of the International Trusteeship System.
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Rule 95

TI~e Trusteeshil? Council, acting in conformity with the terms of the
respective Trnsteesblp agreements, shall define the terms of reference of
each visiting mission and shall issue to each mission such special instructions
as it may consider appropriate.

Rule 96

The Trusteeship Council shall select the members of each visiting
mission who shall preferably be one or more of the representatives on the
Council. Each mission may be assisted by experts and by representatives
of the local administration. A mission and the individual members thereof
shall, while engaged in a visit, act only 011 the basis of the instructions of
the Council and shall be responsible exclusively to it.

Rule 97

The Trusteeship Council may, in agreement with the Administering
Authority, conduct special investigations or inquiries when it considers that
conditions in a Trust Territory make such action desirable,

Rule 98

All expenses of periodic visits, special investigations and inquiries,
inc1uclin[~ the travel expenses of the visiting missions, shall be borne by the
United Nations.

Rule 99

Each visiting mission shall transmit to the Trusteeship Council a report
011 its visit, a copy or which shall be promptly and, as a general rule,
sinlllltancouslv transmitted to the A.dministering Authority and to each
other memhe~ of the Trusteeship Council by the Secretary-General. The
mission may authorize the Secretary~General to release its report in such
form and at such date as it may deem appropriate. The report and the
decisions or observations of the Council with respect to each such report,
as well as the coml11ents made by the Administering Authority con<:erned,
may be published in such form and at such date as the CouncIl may
determine.

XVII. REPORTS OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

Rule 100

The Trusteeship Council shall present unnuallr to the Gen.el'al Assen~­
hly a general report on its activities and. on the discharge of Its responsI­
bilities under the International Tl'lIsteeshlp System. Each such ,report shall
include an annual review of the conditions in each Trust Terntory.

Rule 101

1. The sections of the general rep?rts o~ the T.rusteeship Cou?cil. to
the General Assembly relating to conditions 111 specific Trust Terntones,
referred to in rule 100, shall take into account the an.nual rep,orts of the
Administering Authorities, and such other source$ of ~nformatlOn as may
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be available, including petitions, reports of visiting missions, and any special
investigations or inquiries, as provided for in rule 97.

2. The genera.l reports shall include, as appropriate, the conclusions
of the Trusteeship Council regarding the execution and interpretation of
the provisions of Cbapters XII and XIII of the Charter and of the Trustee­
ship agreements, and such suggestions and recommendations concerning
each Trust Territory as the Council may decide.

Rttle 102
The reports of the Trusteeship Council to the General Assembly pro­

vided for in rules 100 and 101 shall be transmitted through the Secretary­
General at least thirty days before the opening of the regular session of the
General Assembly.

Rule 103
The Trusteeship Council may designate the President, the Vice­

President or another of its members to represent it during the considera­
tion of its reports by the General Assembly.

XVIII. OTHER FUNCTIONS

Ru,le 104
The Trusteeship Council shall perform such other functions as may be

provided for in the Trusteeship agreements, and, in pursuance of the duty
imposed upon it by Article 85 of the Charter, may submit to the General
Assembly recommendations concerning the functions of the United Nations
with regard to Trusteeship agreements, including the approval of the terms
of the Trusteeship agreements and of their alteration or amendment. \iVith
regard to strategic areas, the Trusteeship Coullcil may similarly perfonn
such functions in so far as it may be requested to do so by the Security
Council.

XIX, RELATIONSHlP WITH OTHER BODIES

R~tle 105
1. The Trusteeship Council shall, when appropriate, avail itself of

the assistance of the Economic and Social Council, of the specialized
agencies and of appropriate intergovernmental regional boclies which may
be separately established, relating to matters with which they may be
concerned,

2. The Secretary-General shall promptly communicate to these bodies
the annual reports of the Administering Authorities and such reports and
other documents of the Trusteeship Council as may be of special concern
to them.

XX. SUSPENSION OF RULES

Rule 106
When the Trusteeship Council is in session, a rule of procedure may

be suspended by decision of the Council.
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XXI. AMENDMENT

Rule 107

These rules of procedure may be amended by the Trusteeship Council.
Normall)', a \'ote shall not b(~ taken until four days after a proposal for
amendment has heen submitted.

XXII. $l'I'I'I.EME:-iTARY RCI.I::S 01-' l'ROCEDURE RELATING TO THE PARTICI­

I'ATIO:-; I:\' TilE SES:'IO:-;'S OF THE TRl'STEESHIP COUNCIL OF STATES
:.m:-rHEHS OF TilE .\ll\"lSORY CUUNCIl. FUR THE TRUST TERRITORY
OF ."OMAl.I1.:\:-;1J t'NllER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION WRICR ARE NOT
lIlEMIH::RS OF TilE TRl.'~TEESHIP COUNCIL

In addition to slll'h other lIf the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship
COllllcil as Illay he applicable. lht~ following rules shall apply to the partici­
patioll of Slales nwmlil~r:, uf lhe Adrisory Council for the Trust Territory
of SomalilalJ(l 11l1dt'r Italian ;l(11111nistration which are 110t members of the
Trusleeship Council. in the s('ssicms of the Trusteeship CounciL

Rule A

The Governmenls of States members of the United Nations Advisory
Coulll:i I for lllt~ Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian administration
(hereinafter rderred to as "the Advisory Council for SOll1alilalld") which
are lIot n1l.'mlwrs of the Trusteeship COllncil shall be notified by the
Presidenl uf tht~ Trusteeship Council, acting through the Secretary-General,
of the dale and p1aCt~ of the first meeting of each session of the Council
the provisional ag(~nd[l of which includes the consideration of questions
specilically relating' to the Trust Territory of Somalilund under Italian
adll1inh;tratirm, Such notification, as a. rule, shall be given at least thirty
days in advance of the date of the session.

Rule B

The Sccretary-General shall transmit without delay to the membe:s of
the Trnsteeship Council the reports, memoranda, or statements Sttbmltted
by the Allvisory Council for SomaliIalld in conformity with article 11 of
the Trustt:cship Agreemcnt for the Trust Territory of Somahland under
Italian administratiun. Tht' consideration of such reports, memoranda or
statemcnts 51ml1 I,c included in the provisional agenda of the first regul::r
session of tilt' Council following' the expiration of six weeks from thetr
receipt by tile Secretary-General.

Rftle C

The Secretary-General shall coml11~tnicate the provisional agenda of
each session of tlw Trusteeship COllllCt! to the Governments of States
members of the Advisory COl1l1ciIfor Somuliland whi,ch are not mell1.b~rs
of the Council. These Governments shall be also notIfied of any addition
to the agenda of each sessio11, by application of rule 10,

Rule D

Subject to the provisions of rules 24, 85 and 88, the Secretary-General
shall circulate pr~ll1ptly' to the Governments of States members of the
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Advisory Council for Somaliland which are not members of the Trusteeship
Council all communications referred to in rule 24 which relate to the Trust
Territory of Somaliland under Italian administration and all written
petitions concerning that Territory. The Secretary-General shall also
promptly notify these Governments of all requests for oral petitions or oral
presentations which relate to the Trust Territory of Somaliland under
Italian administration.
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RULES OF PR: aCE'DUI

AMENDMENT A...PPROll
D"URING I~

By resolution 1'715 (XX) of 1
to amend the lext of rule 19
word "January" for the "W'ord"

Rule 19,as amended, reads.

The Trusle&shlp Council f

session in January, a. Fres:
representatives of the xn.embe

----_•.... " ...------
Litho. In U.N. 0
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