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rn my letters alated L6 August 1982 lA/37 /392',) ard 12 Octobe r L9S2 (A/37 /5421 ,
I drew Your E:rcelte rEy I s urgent attention to the crni nous uPsurge of anti-senitism
at the United Nations in recent years.**

Regrettably, the thirty-eighth session of the General Assenbly was

characteri zed by a further intensification of this sinister phenomenon, thus
converting the United Nations j.nto one of th€ forelpst arenas for the aperation of
i nternational. ant i-Semitisln

In mL letter of 8 Decenber Lg83 (A/38/7I3) 1 I already drew Your lb<cellencyr s

attention to the racist and religious incitement contained in the stat€ment of the
same dry of the l€rrnanent Repres€ntative of Libya, Mr. Treikl' In that statement'
it will be recalled' the repres€ntative of Libya said, in refererEe to Israel and

the .lewish people:

* Reissued for technical reasons'

*r The tenDs "anti-Seniti sm", I'anti-Semlte" and "anti-semitic' are used
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"The time has cqne for the Uni ted Nations to strive to sav€ the peaples
of the $or1d fron this racist entity. It is high tine for the United Nations
and the united states, in particular, to realize that the ,Jewish zionists here
in the united states atte4)t to destroy Ar4ericans. r-.ook around New york. t{ho
are the owners of pornog r aph ic film operations and houses? rs it not the Jews
who are exploiting the Anerican peopLe and trying to debase then? If we
succeed in eliminating ehat entity, we slta]-]- by the same token save the
Anerican and Eurcirean peoples.

owe hope that the d4r HIII soon ccme krhen we can eradicate this affront,
this ab€rration of history which lre comnj.tted when we accepted withi.n our
Organi zation this band of crininals, nercenaries ard terroristsn (A/38pV.8g,
pp. 19 and 20).

on the same occasion, the representative of Libya also referred to the people
of Israel as {the rpst vile people upon ttris earlhn (ibid., p. f9) .

Unfortunately, the representative of Libya was not alone in strch a display of
rabid anti-semitisn. The pernanent Representative of rran, Mr. Raj aie-Khorassani,
had already expressed, on 2 November 1993, with reference to Israel, his hope "thatthe l{oslem countries in the area wiII soon conaider the final solutionr
lA,/38 )/Pv.42, pp. 53-55). As is well known, nthe flnal solution', was the Nazi code-

name for the genocide perpetrated against the Jer.rs of Eurcpe during the second
world War.

Iranian r€presentatives have also repeatedly referred to Israel as a
'rcalEerous growth" (see, for e(aEple, the staternent by the Foreign Minister ofIran, Mr. Velayati, of 30 Septenber 1983: nThere is no cure for the cancerous
g rowth of Zionistu but surgery" (A/38/W.I3, p, 4I) ) , or rcarrerous tuburr (see,
for exampre, the staternent of Mr. Hoseln Latify of 19 D€cenber r9g3: r'The zionist
entlty .. , sbould be rerrcved like a cancerous turlcur,, (A/\B/W.LO2, p. 47) ) .

when the representative of rran, at the r02nd plenary meetlng of the cenerar
Assenbly, on 19 Decernber 1983, also used obscene languag€ rri th regard to the
representative of rsrael (ithe zioni st entity agent with the retarded mird and
archaic lcgic and with a polluted reasonlng ...n G/38/pV.I02, p. 4?)), without
being calleal to order by the clair for this intolerable behaviour, the
representative of the United states, Congressnan solaru, on a poi nt of oroer,protestd the use of this kird of abusive language (ibid.). Thereupon, the
Pernanent Bepresentative of Syrial UE. ll-Fattal, on a poi nt of order, interjectedthat3 "we have a linited anount of time. There are atterq)ts in this hall. on thepart of the United states representative to gain the Jesish vote ...,' (ibid.).

Assaurts on the Jewish people in an ostensibly rDore sophistlcated but equallyvicious fortl rdere arso nade in the course of the recent session of the cenerat
Assembly by certain Sovlet-btoc representatives, Thus, for exanFle, the
representative of the Byelorussian soviet ssiatist Rei$blic, Mr. ogurtsov, on
29 November 1983' at the ssth meeting of the Thlrd conrnittee, referr€d. in a
derisive nanner to the Bible (VC.3,/38/SR.55, p. 17), just as soviet-bloc
representatives routlrEly deriale the itewish people as nthe chosen people,'. I
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Tbese notifs, so characteristic of the notorious Tsarist anti-senitlc forgery
known as the "Protocols of the Elders of Zioni' arral subsequent ly of the Nazi and

Fascist propaganda of the 1930s and 1940s - and which feature prominently al€o in
trre c cnt-enqrlri ry anti-semitic literature in the Stcviet union ard elsewhere - founal

their echo and reflection also in sdne statenents of Arab represe ntati!'Es ' Thus,
for exanple, the representative of lraq, M!. Haddau"l, tOId the Third connittee, on

26 oc tober 1983, that nthe Jewish people ... calLed itsetf the chosen People and

sometimes called others 'erEnlesr" @/e.3/38/sR.2l, p' 5).

InthesaneveinoEderidingtheJeni.shPeoPle,therepres€ntativeofsyria'
Mr.Mhani,totdtheFourthcommittee,atltsneetlngof14octoberl9Sl,'whathe
ca1led a I Jewish story' of a rnan who went to his rabbi to enter the birtMate of
his son. The man asked vthich date he stDuld give' last year or this year. Why not
give the true date? the rabbi asked the man. rI didntt think of thatr ' the father
inswered. The syrian ateleqate said the story Portral/ed the rJewisb ment ality of
Che Zionist delegatern. (United Nations Press R€Iease CAA/2350 of f4 Octob€r 198I.
p. It the passage does not appear in the sunrnary record of the neetltrg in questlon
(A/c.4/36/sR.8l .l

Throughout all these years, the state of Israel ard the Jewish Pecple have

been under no illusions with regard to the true intent and Purpose of the
"anti-zionist" aril nanti-Iaraeln outburstg at the united Nations ard elsewhere. rt
has been neIl understood by decent peoPle ever!' here that behind the ranti-zionist"
and nanti-Israel" tirades there lurks anti-senitisl, pure ald siq)Ie' arld that
ranti-lsraeln and nanti-zionistr slogans are being used by cLoset and

crl.lrto-ant i-semites to disguise their true intentions. As the various sarryles
referred to above, as well aa others, abundantly derDnstrate, tbe mask has nold

finally fallen and the ugly face of anti-semitisrn - one of the ofdest and vilest
manifestations of raclsm and religioua i ntolerance - has been clearly revealed. It
has thus becone evident again that the alleged distilEtion b€tH'een nanti-zionlsnd
(and "anti-Is raelisn" ) on the one hand, and antl-senitisn, on the other' has no

basis in realrty. Israel has repeatedly warned that this distinctlon - whlch has

been asserted by tsrael,s enemies at the unlted Nations - is tn fact merely a crude
attempt to diEguise their emity against the Jewish peq)le behird a smokescreen of
ant4onism to zionism, which is the national liberation lFvement of the Jewish
p eople .

That the phenomenon of open anti-semitisn has reached such al"arning
proportions at the united Nations has to be ascribed to a large degree to the

"fo"kftrg 
ccrq)lacency alisplayed in this regard in r€cent years' The ab€ence of

rerction to the nunerous anti-senitic outbursts at the united Nations has been

construed by many an anti-semite as inalifference amounting to acquiescence at best.

In my Letter of 2I December L978 to the Secretary-G€neral (A/33/5451 , I had

already warned against this degradatLon of lhe united Nationa ard of the ideals for
nhich it stanls. Referring specifically to the virulently anti-Semitic exhibit
whj.ch the terrorist Pro had been permitted to mount under United Nations ausPrces

on United Nations premises, I stated on that occasion that:
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"rt is absolutely unacceptable that llttre more than three decades after the
vi.ctory of the United Nations over the Nazis, an exhibition. renini scent of
the worst kind of Nazi incitement agai.nst the Jewish peq)le, stnuld have been
entertained in the Headquartera of the Unlted Nationa."

I€ ss than three nonths later, on 16 Uarch 1979, the then permanent
Representative of .fordan, Mr. Nuseibeh, told the Security Council:

"rias the world been poJ.arized into an onnlpotent race and subservient centiles
born into this world to serve the aims of the Inaster race'? We, the
Gentiles' are severar birrion hunan soulg, and yet bow much weight, r wonder,
do vre carry in the councils of sdne of the mighEy?'r (s/pv.2lzg, p. 63).

speaking in the cer.rar Assenbry, on 8 December 1980, the same speaker craimed
that there is a Jewish cabal "which controls, manipurates and exproits the rest of
hunanity by controtling the xooney and wealth of the rvorld" (A/35/?v.96, pp. 3s-40).

In the same diatribe, Mr. Nuseibeh stated:

"Peq)1e rike rord Rothschild every d4r, in iropcrad secrecy, decide and flash
round Che r,rorld how high the price of gold should b€ on each particular
d4t .... The United States ... has a national inccme of upwards of
$2,000 bj,Uion per annurn, and, while rdllions of harcl-norking, God-feari ng
Amerlc.rns are unenployed, the zionlsts own a llonrs share of that great I
abundancerr (ibid.). t

when these ard sinilar odious charges wer€ made, rsraer repeatedly warned that
they nere lothing but out-and-out anti-ssnitism of the worst and nost virurentktnd. rsrael also stated that by a curioua parado:(, representatives at the uni ted
Nations enjoy an innunity to spread anti-s€mitic invective lrith an cpenness and in
a way nhich would not be tolerated in any decent society. (See, for example,
N3s,/Pv.89, pp. s 3-s7. )

Regrettably, rsraerrs repeated warnings, both from th€ rostrun of the ceneral
Assembly and through a series of lett€rs addressed to the secretary-ceneral in
recent years, have gdre unheeded.

As al-ready irdicated, no less serious than these anti-s€ftitic outbursts in
themselves has been the abserEe of any re-tion to then on the part of thepresiding officers and of virtual-ly the entire n€rnbership of the organi zation. rn
tErticular, it is difficult to refrain fron giving expression to a sense of
profound dismay at the studious sirence observed at the united Nations by those
representatives whos€ countries in the 1930s and 1940s were directly involved in
the anti-Jewi.sh persecutions of the Nazl-Fascist era, similarly, it is difficult
to conprehend the silerEe of those represenlatives whose countries during that
perlod either directty experienced or othernise tritnessed the pernicious effects of
such anti-semitic behaviour and lrho surely nust know the terrible dargers to the
very fabric of civilized selety inherent in a permissive attitude torrards such
manifestations of racisn and religious intolerance.

!
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There can be little aloubt that the escalation at the United Nations of
anti-Semi.tic rhetoric in recent years - whether direct or in the form of
{anti-zionist" and "anti-IsraeI't carqEigns and reaolutions - has been J-argely
responsible for the recrudescence of anti-Semitisn norld-t ide ard for the resuLting
nurnerous acta of anti-,ter.vish violerEe in recent years, Indeed, through the barrage
of "anti-Israeln ard lanti-zionistr r€solutions adopted at the United Natlons in
recent years - culrinating in the obscene prq)ositj.on contained in the infalpus
Generat As sembLy resolution 3379 (XXX) of 10 ltovetnber 1975 ttlat Zionisn was a forn
of racism - the united Nations, to its lasting shane, has been converted into one
of the foreruoat conterporary forums of international antl-semitlsn. The endless
broadsides of hate and vttuperation launched against Israel and the Jewlsh People
fron platforms of the United Nations, or under its aegis' have found their echo ald
thelr nainstay in the official pronounc ene nt s of @vernnents and in the distortj.ons
of the media in rnany countries.

The grotesque character of this situation surely cannot escaPe the attention
of those who stil1 remember that this organization is the Prodtrct of ttre great
wartime coalition that cEme into being to fight the forces of Nazisn ard Fascisn.
Those forces of evil and hatred had singled out the Jewlsh People as their prjle
target. It is a cruel and chiUing i.rony of fate that less than four decades after
Nazism and !'ascism were defeated - with the Partlc ipation of more than one and a

half miUion Jews who fought in the ranks of the AIIied armies to eradicate this
scourge of mankind - the United Nations should have becdne the favourite arena for
airing with iq)unity one of the main tenets of the genocidal Nazi-Fascist leg*y.

what is at stake, E cellency, is the very ability of the United Nations to
survive as the Organi zation envlsaged by its founders arral by the Charter of the
Uniteal Nations. If anti-semitism is permitted to continue to rear its trgly head at
the United Nations, this certainly cannot augur well for the Organi zation'
Countenancing by the United Nations of such behaviour and rhetoric nust unavoidably
expose the united Nations to the rdetl-j ustif ied contenPt and revulsion of decent
peoPLe and civiuzed Public q)inion ever)'where' rf the uniled Nations is unable to
put a sto,p to the spread of this vicious pherpmenon' it will b€ used for the
perpetration of the very evil lt was desj.gned to combat. It will then have
irreparably betrayed its own raison d'6tre.

As the representative of Israel - the state in which the Jer.tish people has

restored ita sovereignty after 18 centuries of exll-e, Persecutlon ard nartyrdom
unparalleled in the annals of mankind - I earnestly urge Your Ecellency' in the
yelr after we matked the thirty-fifth anniversary of the adopfion of the Universal
D€claration of Hunan Rights and of the Conlrention of the pret ention and Puniahnent
of the Crime of cerpcide, to condenn unequivcally these vile manifestatiolrs of
anti-Sernltic racism and rellgious intolerance, alongside all manifeatations of
racisn ard religious discrinination ard prejudice. I also ery)hatically aPPeal to
your Excellency to take all the necessary steps to ensure that auch manlfestations
of biqotry do not recur at the United Natj.ons ard thatr in its activities, the
organizati.on ceases to violate the princ iples and ideals enshrined in its own

Charter "
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As the Constieution of the Unlted Nationa EdrEatlonal, scientific and cultural
Organization states in its preanble, xwars begin in the ninds of men". By tbe same
token, racism, raciaL discrimination, religlous intorerance, prejudice ard bigotry
also start in tbe mirds of nen. consequentLy, racist verbaL viorerne cannot and
slpuld not be dismissed as irFonsequential i racist physical viotence has invariably
be€n preceded by racist verbal viorehce. rt has been rightly observed that the
terrible calaroity that beferl the Jewish people within the living memory of nany of
us had begun wi th defamation. rt is therefore essentiar that the ug ly and vicious
anti-semitic rhetoric at the united Nations be cqrfronted wi thout delay, in a firm
and unanbiguous manner. For, as we have alr been dnDnished by Ednunc Burke scure
tlro cenburies ago: "The only thing necessary for the triultph of evil is for good
men to do nothi ng ".

r have the honour to request that this retter b€ circurated as a doc ulent of
the ceneral Assembry under the iterns entitred: .Report of the Economic ard socialcouncilr, nThe situation in the Middle Eastr, "Erimination of all forms of racial
di scr imination ", "Erinination of all forms of reLj.gious intolerarEe" and rReport of
the sPecial Oonmittee on the charter of the united Nations and on the strengtheningof the RoIe of the Organizationn.

(Sfqneg) Yehuda z. BLIDI
Ambassador

Perrnanent Representative of Israel I
to the United Nations !
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