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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its thirty-eighth session. the General. Assenlcly adopted resolution 38/99 of
16 Decernber 1983r j.n which, j.nter alia, it again condemned atl- lotalitarian or
other ideologies and practices, in particular Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist' based
on racial or ethnic exclusiveness or intolerance, hatred, terror' systematic denial
of bunan rights and fundamental freedorns, or which had such consequencesi noled
that the fortieth anniversary of the conclusion of the Second world llar would occur
in 1985 and should serve to flobllize the efforts of the world comflunity in its
struggle against the said ideologies and practicesi called upon States to assist
each other in detecting, arresting and bringing to trial persons susPected of
having corunitted idar crimes and crines against hunanity and, if they were found
guilty, irl punishing themt urged all States to draw attention to the threats to
democratic institutions by the above-menlioned ideologies and praclices and to
consider takj.ng rneasures, in accordance with Eheir nationai constitutional systems
and with the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Hurnan Rights (Genera]
Assenbly resolution 217 A (III)) and the Internationa] Covenants on Hurnan Rights
(Generaf Assembly resolution 2200 A (xxl), annex), to Prohibit or olherwlse deter
activities by groups or organizations or whoever was practrsing those rdeologiesi
called upon the appropriate specialized agencies. as weJ.l as intergovelnmental- and
inLernational non-governmental organizations to initiate or intensify measures
against the ideoJ.ogies and practices described abovet ihvited Menber states to
adopt, in accordance with their nationa] constj.tutionar syslems and nith the
provisions of Lhe Universal DeclaraLion of Hunan Rights ahd the International
Covenants on Human R).ghts, as a matter of hrgh PrLorlty. measules declarrng
punishable by law any dlsseninatj.on of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred
and of war Propaganda, including Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist ideologiest appealed
to all States that had not yet done so to ratify or lo accede or give serrous
consideration to acceding to the Internatiohal Covenants on Human Rights' the
convention oh the Prevention and Punishment of the Crine of Genocide (Assenbly
resolution 260 A (rrr), annex), the fnternational Convention on the Eliminacion of
AII Forms of Racial Disclinination (Assenbly resolution 2106 A (XX) ' annex). the
Convention on the Non-Applicabil i ty of Statutory Limitations to War Crirnes and
Crimes against Hunanity (Assembly resolution 239I (XXIII), annex) and the
Internatj.onal Convention on the suppression and Punishment of the Crine of
Apartheid (Assenbly resolution 3068 (XXVIII) , annex) i and requested the
Secretary-Gener al to ensure that the Deparlnent of PubIic Information of the
Sesretariat paid attention to the dissemination of infornation on the forthconing
forLleth anniversary of the conclusion of the Second llorld !{ar, exposing the
ideologies and practices d€scribed above.

2. The Generai Assembl.y, rn the sane resolutj.on reiteraled Lts request to the
connission on Human Rights to consider the subject at its fortieth session. It
calted once again upon all States to provide the Secretary-Gener al with tbeir
conments on the question. It also reguested the Secr etary-Gener al to submit a
report, through the Econotnj.c and Social Councll, to the General Assenbly at rts
thj.rty-ninth session, in the Iight of the discussion that eould take place in the
ComnissJ.on on Human Rights and on lhe basis of coluoents provided by States and
i.nternational organizations,
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3.- In conpliance vith that resolutlon, the Secr etary-Gener a1 addressed, on
6 February 1984, a note to Governrnents, specialized agencles and intergovernmenta.L
organizatj.ons lequesting their comments on the above-nentioned issues.

4. The present report is submitted to the Economic and Social council in
accordance vrith ceneral As6embly resolutj.on 38./99,

II. CONSIDERATION BY TIiE COII{MISSION ON ITUMAN RIGHTS

5. In accordance with cenera.L Assenbly resolution 2839 (XXVI) of
18 D€cember 197L, tbe commission on Hunan Rights has naintained on .its agenda,
since its lvrenty-eighth session in ]"972, an itern entilted tQuestion of neasures to
be taken against ideologies and practices based on terror or on incitenent to
racial discrinination or any other form of group hatred',.

6. Pursuant to cenelal Assefibly resolution 36/L62 of 15 Decenber 1981, the iten
has been considered by the Commission on Hunan Rights since its thirty-eighth
session under the title "Measures to be takeh against all totalitarian or othe!
ldeologies and practices, including Nazi. Fascist and neo-tascist, based on racial
or ethnic exclusiveness ox intoLeranc€, hatred, te!ror, syslernatic denial of hunan
rights and fundarnental freedorns, or which have such consequences,'.

7. At its fortieth session, the Corunission on Hunan Rights considered the itern at
:.ts 26th and z?th meetings on 23 and 24 February 1984, and at its 51st meeting on
12 March. The vj.ews expressed during the consideration of the item are contained
in the sununary records (E/CN:4/L984/5R.26, SR.27 and SR.51).

8. On 12 March 1984, the Comnission adopted, vrithout a vote, resolution 1984/42,
the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:

rrThe Commission on Hunan Rights,

Again condetnns aIl totalitarian or other ideologies and practices,
including Nazi, Fascj.st and neo-Fascist, based on raclat or ethnic
exclusiveness or intolerance, hatred, terror, systematic denial of human
rrghts and fundanental freedons, or which have such consequencesi

'2. Expresses its deternination to resist all totalitarian ideologies
and especially their pract j.ces, which deprive people of basic human rights and
fundamental freedons and of eguality of opportunityi

"3. Urges all States to draw attention to the threats to democratic
lnstj.tutions by the above-nentioned ideologies and practices and to consider
tahrng measures, in accordance with their nationaf constitutional systerns and
wilh the provisions of the Universal DecLaration of Human Rights and the
InternationaL Covenants on Hunan Rights. to prohibit or otherrise deter
activities by groups or organizat.ions or whoever is practising those
ideoJ-og ies i
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intergovernmenta.l" and international non-governnental- organj.zalions to lnltlate
or intensify measures against a]"l totalitarian ideologies and practices,
rncluding those descr j.bed in paragraphs I and 2 above;

"5. Invites Member states to adoPt, in accordance with their national
constj,tulronal systens and lrrth the provj,sions of the Universal DecLaratlon of
Hunan Rights and the fnternational Covenants
high priority, neasures dectaring punrshable
based on racial superiority or hatred and of
Fascist and neo-Fascist i.deolog j.e s i

on Human Rights, as a natter of
by larv any dissemination of ideas
war propaganda, j.ncluding Nazi '

Appeals to all States that have not yet done so to ratify' accede to
or give ser j.ous consideration to acceorng to the International Covenants on
Hurnan Rights, lhe convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crirne of
Genoci.de, the International Convention on Lhe Elinination of A1.l Forns of
Racial Discrinination, the convention on lhe Non-Appl icabi 1i ty of statutory
Linitations to War Crimes and crines against Humahity and the Internatjonal
Convention on the suppression and Punishment of the Crine of Apartheidt

"7, calfs upon all states to assist each other in detecting, arresting
and bringing to tr j.al persons suspected of having comnitted war crimes and
crines against hunanity and, if they are found gui.1ty, in punj'shing themi

'8. Notes that the fortieth anniversary of the conclusion of the second
world war will- occur rn 1985 and shouLd serve to nobili.ze the efforts of the
vrorld corununity in i.ts struggle agaj.nst a1I tolal.itarian ideologies and
practices, inci.uding those described in paragraphs I and 2 abovei

'9, Welcomes General Assenbly decision 38/455 ot 20 Decenber 1983 to
estabfish a Preparatory Connittee entrusled vith the task of reconunendj'ng to
the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth session proposals for suitable actlvities in
connectlon vtith the observance in I9S5 of the fortieth anniversary of the
United Nations i

"IO. Requests the secretary-Gener aI to ensure that the DePartnent of
Pubrrc fnformation of the Secretarial Pays due atlenlion to the dissemination
of infornation on the forthconing fortieth anniversary of the conclusion of
the Second wor.Ld war, exposrng the ideo]ogies and practrces descrrbed fn
paragraphs I and 2 abovei

"lL ca]Is upon all states to comnemorate solemnly and on a wide scale
tbe fortieth anniveisary of the vr.ctory of the freedom-loving peoples in the
Second World War and to give expression to the respect felt by todayrs
generations for the veterans who itere lhe architects of lhat vlctoryi

"12, Invit.es all states, on lhe occasion of the fortieth anniversary of
lhe concl.usion of the second worJ.d war, to rene!.1 thelr efforts to counter the
spread of the totalitarian ideologies and practices described in ParagraPhs 1 
and 2 above and thereby to help to naintain internatj.ohal peace and avoid 
future conflict;
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"L3. Takes note with appreciation of the deciston of the United Nations
nducationaffiganization to lake part in the
celebration of the fortj.eth anniversary of the conclusion of the Second world
war and calls upon other appropriate specialized agencies, as well as
intergover nmental and international non-governnental organizations, to follow
thal exarnple i

"I4, Reconmends to lhe Econornic and Socia1 Council that it request the
General Assembly to hold a special commenoratj.ve meeling, during its fortielh
session in 1985, to celebrate the foltieth anniversary of the conclusion of
the Second Worl-d War and the founding of the United Nationsi

"15. Fu.rther recomrnends to the Economic and Socia] Council that it
request the General AssenbLy to ho"l.d. on tbe occasion of the special
cornnemorative neeling referred to in paragraph 14 above. a discussion designed
to consrder ways and neans to take effect.rve measures in order to avoid lhe
spread in the conternporary h'or1d of all forms of totalj.tarian ideologies or
practi.ces vrhich, whatever their name may be. pronote any kind of racial,
ethnic or olher exclusiveness or intolerance, or which result in the denial of
human r j.ghts and fundarnental freedoms.,,

III. SUMMARY OF COMMENTS PROVIDED BY STATES*

9, The covernnent of Afghanistan stated lhat it had takeh praclical constructlve
sleps against Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist activities and all other forms of
tolaLj.tar j.an ideologies and practj.ces based on racial intolerance, hatred and
terror, Arlicle 14 of the Fundamental Pri.nciDles of the Democratic Republic of
Afghanj.slan r ead:

"The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan supports the struggle of various
nations and peopLes of the norld for peace, nalional and social freedom,
denocracy and progress and agains! zlonisrn, racisn, fascisn, racial
discri.nination and apartheid. "

The Governnent noted, inter alia, lhat, in spite of United Nati.ons resolutions,
there nere countries vrhere fascisrn and neo-fascisn existed and enjoyed the support,
of eilher the covernment or bj.g monopoliesi tha! nill j.ons of innocenl people
continued to be subjected to various forns of racial- and discrininatory practicest
and that the Fascist, apartheid rdgime of Pretoria continued its policy of
aggression and occupalion lonards Nanibia and the front-ll.ne States. The
Governnent concluded that sincere and practj.caL efforts should be undertaken at the
nalronal, regj.onaL and international leve]s to combat a.Lt those inhunan ideoLogies.

* As at 12 l,larch 1984, corunents were received fqon the Governments of
 Afghanistan, cyprus and the Netherlands. The ful"f textlof their repl-ies are
 available for consultation in the files of the United Nations Secretariat.

X
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10. The Governmen! of the Republic of Cyprus indicated that the Constitution of
the Republrc embodj.ed the principles of the Unrversal Declaration of fiunan Rights.
It added that it had ratified the following international. conventions, which
provideo sateguards against non-democraLic ideo-l-ogies and practices: Internationai
Convention on the Elj.nination of A11 Forns of Racial Dr. scr imination, Convention on
the Preventlon and Pun.ishment of the Crj,ne of Genocide, European Convention on
Hunan Rights 1../ {Protocols}, and both the International Covenanl on Econonic,
Socral and CulturaL Rights and the fnternational Covenant on Civil and PoLj.tical
Rights, which were enforced through Laws L2,/67, 59/80, II8/58, 39/62 and L4/69.

It. The Governrnent of the Nelherlands stated, lg!:l:_gL!g, that:

(a) The emergence of a nunber of snall- novernents propounding ideologies akin
to nazism and fascism ca1led for the need to renain vigi.l-ant against those itho
would deny human b€ings their right to b€ free and to be differenti

(b) There was no nation in the wor]-d lihich eas not opposed to nazisn and
fascisn. However. the turn which the debates in the Cornmj.ssion on Human Rights had
taken in the past, vith its predoninant enphasis on essentially historical
phenonena, night ]ead States away fron what shou.ld be their pxinaly concern, that
is the phenomenon of the tolal subjugation of the rights and freedons of citizens
to the pov,/er of the State and the systematic denial of the rights of those whose
ideas did not conforn to the offj.cial ideology propagated by the Statei

(c) ?otalitarian r6girnes were not only j.ntolerant by their very nature, but
lhey a-tso cultivated into.Lerance and hatred as an inslrunent for exercising their
power i

(d) ?he!e were too many States whose constitutions and ]-aws guaranteed the
full enjoyment of hunan rights. but nhere those who viere boLd enough to actually
clain those rights nere ostracized and portrayed as public enenies, because
totalitarianisn could react to the exercise of freedoms of expression and of
opinion only with j.ntolerance. hatred, terror and the systematic denial of human
r rghts and fundanental freecions.

Consequently, the covernnent of the Netherlands concluded that debates on that
question and resolutrons adopted re].evant to it shoulo ciearly reflect those facts.

Not.es

!/ CounciL of Europe, European Convention on Human Rights: Col-lected Texts
(Strasbourg, l-978).




