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The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is circulated
 
in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1296 (XLIV)~
 

[9 January 1979] 

WORKING GROUP OP THE NGO-IYC COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILp 

SUE-GROUP ON THE CHILDREN OF MIGRANT \'lORKERS 

l:.~,?eting ,of 22 to 23 June 1978 at the LU.C.W .• Geneva 

EDUCATION 

Starting from the assumption that States have a declared policy Df ensuring access 
to education for the children of migrant. workers , the sub-working group stressed the 
value of determining the efforts made by interested States in favour of both: 

the integration of migrant workers in the compulsory education systems existing 
in the countries concerned; 

the preservation of the culture (language, civilization, history, etc.) of 
the countries of origin. 

In this connoxion j it wo~ld be necessary to establish: 

- whether international agreements exist between the countries of origin and 
the host countries in this respect; 

who is r~sponsible for oxporiuncos attempted in tpe area ?f bi-:-91,ll turaJ,.. o;r" 
inter-cultural·development?' °kre such initiatives Undertaken within or outside 
of the host country's educational system? 
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.~what·educa-tional programmes h~v0· been adopted or are envisag~d·to·'erisUrJ the ,......! 

effectiveness of such initiatives? ... 
: : .': .' \ 

.. \ 

.~what measures are taken to encourage, with the as~ist~.ce of both p-qblic and ..... 
" .... __ ._.p:l:'~vate bodies, the organization of "supervised study- periods" after classes 

desigDG'ci' fa provido'educational assistance .to.children who !J.re not helped 
at home? 

what measures have been taken to provide: 

information to toachers of the host countries regarding the cultural 
and social backgrounds of migrant children, and 

pedagogical training of those teachers. 

HEALTH AN]) SOCIAL WELJ!'ARE 

Studi~s"l1ndertaken· in sevexaLcount;rieFl have revealed the existence of numerous 
health problems among the children of.migra.D;t _~~·.T:kers".-an.c;i·have alSb"t1h"o:wn thai.. m-igrant 
families often. malm insufficient and inadequate useof"available health and social 
services in the host countries. 

If such a situation exists in your country, could you indicate whether or net some 
measures have been taken to improve the situation, partioularly in the following areas: 

information to migrant families on health and social services available and 
information on how to u.se these"Ele:);:'V~ces; . .... ", _. -.. , ~ ,-,~ ~ 

the provision cif interpreters for heC\.lth and. social services, in order to help 
communication between their staff and ~i~a:nr'fariiIlies; 

the training of he;Uth se~ic~s ~t'~ff in "th~" hast"'country'with regard to the 
specific he~lth problems of migrant children and families; 

~	 possibilities of employing the services of the..staff of health and.social 
services from the migrants' countries of origin. 

. ­

.. '. With a view to providing information to the competent educationai bodies, .the 
subgroup' took cognizance of the' existence of a booklet recofdi.ng l'Education and Health 
of Children Educated Abroad" adopted by the MinisterialCornmitte~.of the' Council of 
Europe. 

Are you aware of the existence of this booklet? 

If	 yes, are you using it? 

If you are using it, have you developed a system of information modelled on 
the guidelines contained in this booklet? 

CHILDREN OF MIGRAJ.IlTS BORN IN TIlE HOST COUNTRY: THE SECONIl GENERATION 

In spite of the fact that in certain countries, particularly in Europe, measures 
have been introduced since 1974 to curb immigration, the foreign populations of certain 
industrialized countries either remain stable or have a tendency to increase on account 
of the following two factors: 
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movements caused by family regroupings; 

the relatively high birth-rate among migrant worker~. 

This situation has led the sub-working group to consider problems related to the 
children of ~econd generation migrants who are constantly increasing in numbers and 
who feel out of their element despite efforts made to favour their integration. 

In addition to information on the cuI iural and educational aspects of the 
situation 1 mentioned previously in the contoxt of educational problems, the subgroup 
considers that it would be useful to receive information on measures taken by States 
concerning: 

naturalization; 

residence permits; 

work permi'ts; 

recognition by the countries concerned (both the host countries and the 
countries of origin) of academic or professional diplomas as well as 
professional qualifications; 

social and professional integration. 




