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Ttrirty- fi rst session

NEQUEST I'OR THE INCLUSION OF A SUPPLE}.4ENTARY ITEM IN T]]E AGENDA

OF THE THIRTY-FIRST SESSION

QUESTION OF UNII,ATEBAI, DIVERSION OF WATERS OF THE INTERNATIONAI'

drvnn cawens, rN coNTnAvENTroN oF AIL ri\lrERNATroNAr LAWs AND

BEGULATIONS AND TRADITTONAL USAGES AND TN VIOI,ATION OF SOLEMN

PLEDGES ON THE USE OF SUCE WATERS

tr'urther to rqy fetter of 2L August ];976 (A/3r/L95) regarding the inclusion of
a Buppleaentary ilen in the agenda of the thirty-fi"st session of the General

Aasenbly, I have the tronour tJ trarsr0it herevith the elQlanatory nemorandr:n in
accordance with rute 20 of the rules of procedu"e '

(Sienea) Khwal a Mohamett KAfSER

?ermanent Representative

76-r6L65
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ANNEX

Explanst ory roemora"nd,t:m

l-. fhe rivers of Bangladesh constitute a naJot resource for the country' TtIe

econonic well-being and, indeed' the vely s urvival of the leople of Sangladesh are

inextricably Linkeal with the life-6iving waters of its rivers'

2. The river Ganges in particular serves about 3? per cent (ao,ooo square miles)

of the tot8.1 axea and one third of the population of Bangl-atlesh ' sone 25 million
peopLe .

3. Barglatl?sh today is fsced with a problen of crisis proportions ' This has

"es 
ul_tecl fron the con8truction, and actual operation from Jr:ne 1975' by India of a

tarrag" across the river Ganges at Farakka ' lt til"" (1? kilonetres ) r'4r-strean fron
its border with Bangladesh, Iiverting the flow of the river Ganges to the extent of
three fourths of iti ary season flowl into the river Hooghly in India' The

ostensible purpose of this diversion of waters is to flush out deposits of silt in
ihe river Hooeilfy to improve the navigabil-ity of the port of Calcutta'

4. The adverse consequence€ of the fndian withdrawals of Ganges vater at Farakka

on 3€ngla(lesh ' the]-or'ter riparian, have been inarediate' Ttre inpact has been

devastating antl wi1l worsen with time.

5. Most of the vater available to Ban8ladesh thxough surface vater in the rivexs

lnd precipitation rcithin its territory is concentrated in the nonsoon period fron
June to gctober. The tiows in the rivers are significantly 19n tluring the other

,"rifrr, when rainfall is atso scarce. There is, therefore, the.problem of floods

a"ring'tn. nonsoon period and scarcity of water d.uring the rernaining long dry

;;i;. Water suppiies are particularly neeiled during this dry periocl from

fio*rurl"" to May fi*g"i"Jti;r", donestlc and. industrial purposes, 
- 
for naintaining

river depths, for sustaining tistrery and forestry and for keeping.in check inl€rd
penetration of sea wateT frJn the Bay of Bengal' MaJor use of this water is needecl

for agricuLture, which ""pp."t"- 
BO per cent Jf trre population' The overriding

ae.rurlpnent priority is t-o- uaxinize the production of food' crops during this dry

peliod by extendj.ng p.t"oni.I irigation facilities ' Given Bangladesh's high

["""itv Lr popuration and cu*ent ievel of food production ' insufficient to sustain

even the very low o"" ""olit 
consumption of 1l+ ounces per day' the import€rce of

these 'water supplies "tnii-t 
b" over-enphasi zed ' with adequate rater' the croppe'I

.r"" in ttris relion could be nore than doubl-ed. a.!td., with proper irrigation
facilities, diversification a,nil rotation, the entixe agricultural econoqr tra'nsfornetl

to neet the neetls of the PeoPle.

6. India's uniLateral cliversion of the Ganges waters has not only bl'ocked this
vltal potential; it has had unprecedented ecologics-L a'nd econodic consequences on

Bangladesh with a built-in nu1-tiplier effect, in the dry sea'ons ot ;'976 the level
and disch€^rge of the Ganges Rivei waters fell belov the niniuun ever observeal a.nd

record.ed. during the all'y Bea6on' Iluge shoals have forueil in the river' thereby

t...



A/ 3r/ rgi / Add..r
English
Annex
Page 2

inereasing f100d hazards in the monsoon. rrri*ation facilities, parti cur"ax'y bypumps and sbarlow and even aeep tule-wetr" l- il". been hampexed. and. putrps renderedinoperative ' sone l+oo,ooo 
"""." or .eii"Jt""rr land have been affected owing toLack of vater ard ""ta-1-?1:1y..-a"ir"i.""i"tice proauction fe11 by sone2J6'000 tons' fiiver navigation was aisruptea. Fishery, forestry and rivestockresources have been sev:rgly depleted. tfr" 

-i"""f 
of saiinity t u"s in"r.""ea,lar'ticul-arry in the clistrit"t"ry 

"i".r" "oiti]r"=t of Bangladesh, serioueJ.yjeopardizing pover anil aeni cult"ral ' p;;dil;;; . shortage of potabre lrater was
ffH;1"13il ffi-:il:: ' rhe drastii ..d";;i;" in tre Iry "";";;-;i; or the ce,nees
arrectJd tr," 

"r,oiu 
-Jni.i:ffi#"ffi"::3,|#":fd:.i::r5l;" 

"n"'"."r,'""t r'u"

7. _ The adverse 
"tt "::-?l the Farakka project on Bangladesh vere aaticipated, asearlv as 195r', when rndia's pr* t" Ji*i;-;;*" water was reported in thenewspapers ' A series of. protracted. negotiatio;s at the officiaJ. leve1 between thetvo countries and an exch;lee.or vor-;iio"" -tJ"rr"i""r 

data followed vith littreresult' Tn the neantine, rndia "t".t"a "oi"tiuction of the baxrage in r-96r. and.conpleted it in 19?5.

B' The Govern'ent of Bangladesh took up the r,atter vith the Governuent of hdia
-l:--lle t::hnica1, ofricia.r."a"a n:.nisieril "i"""r". The Government or rndia atvarl ous times gave the sorenn 

"""*"o..-d"i]'i.aotu the Faxakka Barrage wasoperated, a nutuar-lv satisfactory 
"J"ti"ili ihe protrem *oufd be arrived at.

?: - 1l April 1!15, the 
l________________19ian 

covernment pointed out that, white discussionsregardj.ng a-Ilocati6n of
se.rral of trre rarJra "qH:.{il_"ill'l}ilf; ,i: ff LT::*1"1".:n:T":l: i;;.il""faith and in a spirit "l"g;:ilili,iig$d;';*eed under an interin asreenenrdated 18 April rt,5 to the request ot ihe Government of rndia to test-run the tr,arakkafeeder canar- fol the snecified- pu"ioa iior-ir"lprir to 31 May 1gT5 n,ith d.ischargesvarving rron 11,ooo t- re,ooo 1I";;;: 'i;-*;i"^.g""uru't 

, there was no provi.sionfor any *ithdlawal beyond_ 3t May 19?5. ;;;", fndia continued to operate thefeeder canal even aftel this daie i"- it"--i,rii'.apacity of ho,0oo cus.is- ,i.tirout anyconsultation \rith or the concurrence of Bangl-adesh,

l-0' rn spite of explicit agreenents and ignoring ?epeatear requests to settr.e the
il,1itil;"1t3""t-las continued r:nilaterallv ti"iiira""-. r"rge .,olno. oi,"ter rron

11' 3angladesh has rnade a1r- possible efforbs to s olve the dispute rith rndia in aspirit of friendship and good-nei ghbou"ry 
""iriion". Bi1ateral negotiations havespread over a quarter cenlury. v"r,-i""ir"- 
""iil"porraurr"" has been exchanged..N,'erous meetings at al:- levlls 

'""" 
t"r.* nir.., l"t the denand for nore data andfurther studies by rndia continues t" p""iii""uie, adding to the burden of thoseaiready existing, and no agreed. sofution appears in sight.

42. Despite 25 years of discussion, the barrage becane a fait acconpli. It wasconeissioned ' Notwithstandi"e Ji- ;lt"' r.ffi;:, alr. the studies , a* trre explicit
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undertakings and expressed good intentions ' the taterB continue to be sithttrawn to
the grave detviuent of the welfare of the peopfe of Bargladesh '

13. Sanglaalesh has bl'ougbt the issue of the Ga,ngeB water tlispute to the attention
of the Gener.I As seebly fr, "orr"on*.u 

with Articie 1! of the Charter of the United
Nations. Such a Eituation ilirectl.y threatens the econonic sovereignty of
BangLadesh. It has adversety affectetl friendly retations betveen Inclia and

l"nEiaa""r, and has a ilirect Learing on the econonic weLfare of uiLlions of peopl-e

in iayrefaaesh. Failwe to resolve-1his issue expeditiously and sati6factoril-y
carries with it the potential. threat of conffict affecting peace and security in
the area anal the region as a whole. ,;-




