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9. It has become evident in this Assembly that in our
debates we attach priority interest to the item of inter
national protection of human rights, which since the signing
of the Charter at San Francisco has constituted one of the
fundamental purposes of the United Nations.

4. Mr. MOLINA-ORANTES (Guatemala) (interpretation
from Spanish): Mr. President, the delegation of GUf~1mala
is pleased to congratulate you on your election as President
of this session of the General Assembly and we are certain
that ·your outstanding qualities and diplomatic skills, yOUl
experience and thorough knowle~ge of international prob
lems, as well as your devotion to t~e ideals of the United
Nations, will be decisive f:actors for th\~ orderly proceedings
of our debates and for maintaining the delicate balance of
conciliation in the resolu.tions that will be adopted at this
thirty-second session.

5. The delegation of Guatemala is also pleased to express
its appreciation to Mr. Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe for
the excellent work that he did in guiding the thirty-first
session of the General Assembly.

10. That concern is natural and understandable at a time
when, in spite of incredible ~dvances in science and
technology, mankind is being harassed by a grow~g and
ruthless wave of violence and by changing forms of civil and
international struggle in which the human being is practi
cally defenceless.

NEW YORK

AGENDA ITEM 9

6. My delegation extends to the delegations of the two
new Members of our Organization, th:, ..,ocialist Republic of
Viet Nam and the Republic of D~u}outi, its cordial welcomt?
to this world blJdy and offers them its co-operation in ~
undertakings tha:: will contribute to the achievement of the
purposes that we s..b.are in this universal forum.

8. I shall now refer to some of the items which my
delegation considers to be far-reaching and which will be
considered at this session.

General Debate (continued)

7. It is a great satisfaction for the dehgation of Guatemala
to express appreciation for the work done by the Secre
tary-General of the Organization, Mr. Kurt Waldheim,
whom I had the honour to receive in my country a few
months ago, and to-congratulate him on his tiieless efforts
on behaif of the maintenance of world peace and the
strength,~ning of the mission which has been entrusted to
the United Maticns. Therefore, on behalf of the delegation
which I head, I reaffirm our complete support for his
endeavours and initiatives.
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'" Resumed from the 5th meeting.

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

United Nations

I~ The PRESIDENT: In paragraph 1 (a) of its report
IA/32/250/Add.1] the General Committee r~commends

that an addit;onal item entitled "Deepening and consolida
tion of international detente and prevention of the danger
of nw::lear war" be includeG in the agenda of the current
session, and, in paragraph I (b), recommends that the item
should be allocated to the First Committee. May I consider
that the General Assembly adopts that recommendation?

The item was incl"1ed in the agenda as item 127 and was
alllJcated to the 1-" 'r Committee (decision 32/402 B).

2. The PRESIDENT: We turn now to paragraph 2 of the
General Committee's r':;port. In it the General Committee
recommends th,at an additional item entitled "Qu~stio'n of
the comoosition of the relevant org.1ns of the United
Nations" ~ be include;d in the age:nda .md allocated to the
Special Political Committee. May I take it that the General
Assembly adopts that recommendation?

The item was included in the agenda '?s item 128 and was
allocated to the Special Political Committee (deci
sion 32/402 E).

3. The PRESIDENT: The Chairmen of the Main Com
mittees cOficerned will be informed promptly of the action
just taken by the Assembly
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19. It is the conviction of my Government that the
Commissioner, because of his technical competence, would
be the proper parson to .fill the existing gap which some
private associations, whose conclusions are frequently
fonnulated through generalizations or unproven accusa
tions, are seeking to fill more through enthusia.sm than
equanimity.

20. In conclusion, I wish to state that the delegation of
Guatemala will sponsor a proposal to establish the office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

\

\

23. The United Nations can have no programme more
noble or more promising than the promotion of develop
ment, since we live in a world which is for ever in
movement, with intercommunication made possible by the
impressive advance of technology and science, and it is
therefore impossible to remain indifferent to the back
wardness or' innumerable nations, which also leads to
situations which are a danger to all. Development beyond
and above frontiers and ideologies is a goal that must be
~lt::hieved as early as possible in order to bring about a more
balanced arid harmonious world, in which conditions of
well-being are within everyone's reach.

21. With respect to international co-operationp which is
one of the most relevan~ activities of the United Nations,
the delegation of Guatemala wishes to express its concern,
bec:ause the goals and targets set for the United Nations
Se<::ond Development Decade have in practice not been
fully implemented, that is to say, it has not been possible to
cOJllsolidate a gen.~rous policy of co-operation as the only
walY to achieve unilversal stability.

24. The delegation of Guatemala considers it titting to
refer to the failure of the United Nations Negotiating
Conference on a Common Fund under the Integrated
Programme for Commodities, held this year, because we, as
a developing country, had set great hopes on those efforts.
The Conference was one of those landmarks in inter
national relations which sometimes do not arouse the
aUention they deserve, even though this was the first
comference convened by the United Nations specifically to
negotiate a new instrument which could become a vital part
of the new international economic order.

25. The common fund is no great novelty in terms 'of
structural chang~ since it is intended only to assist in the
establishment and better operation of international agree-

22. rnternational co-operation becomes more essential
every day and coexistence in a community of peoples
se1eking to strengthen peace in the mere absence of cunflict
is very difficult, because the desired security can be
je(lpardized as long as two thirds of the peoples of the
wll)rld still live in conditions of dire insufficiency. The
eHmination of the scourges which cause such insufficiency
must be achieved on a world-wide scale and as a genuine
crlllsade demanding intensive and accelerated common
action.

........ ,,.....

242 <it",era! Assembly - Thirty·second S~Qn - ~enlll)' Meetin,.,-------------
11. The fact that we are here as representatives of the United Nations High C:.Jmmissioner for Human Rights, with
human race is reason enough for this forum to expfl.:lss the responsibility for ensuring that the necessary procedures are
unanimous aspiration that the life, integrity and dignity of followed in order to secure and guarantee respect for those
man should not suffer the abuses of governments or the rights.
blind and cruel attacks of terrorism. As represent8ltives of
governments, our unanimous aspiration must be translated
into a.ction designed to strengthen and develop the legal
instruments and institutions required in order to prevent
and repress violations of human rights and to gualtantee the
effectiv,e exercise of those rights.

12, The security of the individual must be safeguarded
ag:ainst the excesses of State power. We must ensure the
essential cOlnditions of well·being for a dignified and useful
litre. We must also protect man against the brutal acts of
tf:rrorism, which are a threat to the personal in.tegrity and
freedom of innocent persons-whether citizens or govern
ment officials and diplomatic representatives-who are the
victims of indirect action intended to achieve a political
objective. Violence and lack of rl:spect for human rights are
the result of an interaction of abnormal social forces of
which the consequences as well as the deep roots must be
combatted.

13. The action of the internatiunal community must be
strongly directed toward prev1mting and eradicating vio-'
lence from wher{:ver ii: comes ~llrld whatever its ostensible
motivation. Ju:;t as individuals mu;}t be protected from the
excesses of governments, they also must be guaranteed
security against the crimes of terrorism. Th~se are two
different manifestations of the: same disease which afflicts
mankind, namely, violence.

14. The Government of Guatemala actively participated in
the action undertaken by the United Nations which led to
the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which was signed in Paris in 1948, as well as in the
International Covel1ants which supplement it.

1S. Those cardinal principles were incorporated in the
Constitution of Guatemala, in its broad protection of
individual guarantees and social rights, and are part of our
internal legal system.

16. My Government also signed the American Convention
on Human Rights, known as the Pact of San JOSe,1 which
we helped to frame and which establishes effective agencies
for the protection of the observance of those rights at the
regional level. That Convention has been submitted for the
approval and prompt ratification of our domestic in
sututions.

17. The Government. of Guatemala has at all times
considered that the most effective way of ensuring the
protection of human rights is through international conven
tions, both world-wide and regional. Unilateral actions or
pressures, however worthy their motives, can always be
considered as forms of intervention which are prohibited in
relations among States.

18. For more than 2S years, the Govemment of
Guatemala has been in favour of establishing an office of

1Am~ Convention on Human Righu, "Pact of San Jose,
Costa Rica", Treaty Series No. 36 (Washington, D.e., Organization
of American States, 1970).
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41. Throughout its history my country has kept alive its
faith in the pacific settlement of disputes among nations.
We have proved this in our bilateral relations, and we have
defended this principle at the international level.
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40. We reiterate our support for United Nations principles"
particularly those which are vital for the harmonious
existence of nations, such as sovereignty, territorial in
tegrity, non-intelVention, compliance in good faith with
interriational obligations, the promotion of international
social justice and international co-operation for de
velopment.

39. The international community has been assisting my
Government in its arduous task of reconstruction in the
devastated areas, and we take the opportunity to reiterate
our gratitude in this world forum for that generous
co-operation.

37.. My Government is aware that raising the standard of
living of the people of Guatemala depends mainly on our
own efforts. but we also recognize that international
co-operation is most important within a world development
strategy.

intensifying the economic and social development of
developing countries in many ways. One of its most
important instruments is UNDP, and my Government
considers its resources should be increased, particularly by
the industrial countries, so that UNDP can execute in
dispensable projects in the poorer nations.

35. The delegations of Guatemala expresses its most
sincere hope that at the forthcoming sessions of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
Governments will do their utmost io arrive at an inter
national treaty that will fir.ally achieve the global regulation
of a subject so vital to the future of mankind.

34. As regards the United Nations Conferences on the Law
of the Sea, the Government of Guatemala regrets that the
negotiations held so far have been se slow, making it
impossible to overcome the obstacles that prevent the
signing of an international instrument reflecting the ~stab

lished aims.

38. Since the earthquake which afflicted my country on
4 February 1976 my Government has made a major effort
to accelerate the process of national reconstruction without
setting aside the execution of projects developed within an
organic development plan, acting in conformity with the
motto proclaimed by the President of Guatemala, General
Kjell Eugenio Laugerud, as the goal of his administration:
"'To rebuild without ceasing to produce".

36. The Government of Guatemala has been striving to
establish the mechanisms necessary to ac~elerate the pro
cess of integral development for our people in an atmos
phere of peace and with total respect for human rights,
witJtin the context of freedom and the complete exercise of
democracy.

28. Now the industrial nations must realize the urgent
need for them to increase substantially their contributions
to development and to achieve structural changes in the
international system. This is the true meaning of the
interdependence of nations and one of the cardinal points
of world peace.

26. It is regrettable that the Conference was unable to
take any specific decision on this very important item, not
even on questions of principle. Yet we must not waver in
our hope that negotiations on the common fund will
continue, be'cause for the dsveloping countries this fund is
still a key element in the urgently needed reform of the
world economy.

ments on commodities. What is novel is the plan to add to
these 'arrangements international financing to support and
promote agreements on trade.

29. In the context of international co-operation for
development, the delegation of Guatemala considers it
appropriate to express its support foy the establishment of
the International Fund for Agricultural Development,
which represents an important effort of the international
community to increase food production throughout the
world. The Fund is a scheme in which both industrial
countries and the developing countries would participate
with specific and far-reaching objectives that would lead to
a general improvement :111 rural activity throughout the
world.

30. My delegation considers that, in order to attain
development targets, basic conditions must be created that
would promote development at all levels, including condi
tions designed to establish a balance in international trade.
To this end the developed countries must apply, improve
and expand the system of generalized non-reciprocal and
non-discriminatory tariff preferences for the developing
countries.

32. We must make it clear that international co-operation
for development is a shared objective and the common duty
of all States, which must all c:.. ,operate with the efforts of
the developing countries to accelerate their economic and
social well-being, with strict respect for the legal equality of
States and without conditions that undermine their sov
ereignty.

27. My delegation looks forward with optimism to the
holding of the United Nations Conference on Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries to be held in the
spring of next year, since it will constitute a useful forum
for the developing countries to share their knowledge and
experience.

31. It is the unavoidable duty of every State to co-operate
to achieve stability in the export prices of the developing
countries in relation to import prices, so as to ensure just
and equitable' terms of trade so that prices will be
remunerative for the producer and acceptable to the
consumer, with a view to a balanced expansion of the world
economy.

33. The Guatemalan delegation recognizes that the Mem
bers, of the United Nations are co-operating effectively by

42. Guatemala, which has actively participated in the
United Nations since its foundation, will continue to play
its part to the full so that the world Organization may
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51. Belize is not an isolated case. It is one of the vestiges
of British occupation of Central American lands during the
last century when the prospect of building an interoceanic
Canal over that territory led the Imperial Power to annex
major parts of the territories of the States of Honduras,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, which were later retumed to
their rightful owners through the pressure of international
circumstances.

52. At that same time, in 1859, the British occupation of
Belize, exceeding the agreed-upon frontiers, extended
southward over lands which until then had been under
Guatemala's effective sovereignty and occupation. It is
from these new occupations and setting of new frontiers
that there arose the territorial dispute to which the two
Governments are still parties today.

attain the objectiv~s and purposes it has set itself since its before this forum the historical background and the basis of
inception, and will continue to maintain respect for the the just claims of the people of Guatemala over a territory
principles which led to its establishment. which legitimately belongs to it and of which we were

deprived by force.
43. Nevertheless, my Government is concerned because
among some of the Members of this world Organization,
which is made up of peace-loving States, there still exist,
32 years after its foundation, acute situations of conflict
which maintain virulent hotbeds of tension in various
regions of the planet and threaten the stability of peace in a
world that is increasingly interdependent as regards both
good and bad fortune. '

44. We must nevertheless recognize the success of the
United Nations hi avoiding the possible conflagrations
which have loomed ominously over international peaceful
coex.istence. We should not be discouraged because that
success has not incIcded some cases which, regrettably, are
still critical, and we must keep our faith that, with goodwill
and a shared spirit of sacrifice, just and sC\tisfactory
solutions will be 'arrived at.

I .

45. The delegation of Guatemala expresses its pleasure and
reiterates its solidarity with the people of Panama because
of the agreements recently signed with the United States of
America on the interoceanic Canal which meet the desire
of that sister nation to obtain more favourable status over I

the important means of communication which is part of its'
national territory We congratulate both contracting parties
for the understanding and conciliatory manner in which, by
means of dialogue, they have succeeded in resolving a
question that was debated at length and was of world
interest, and is particularly of continental interest.

46. The example of the Panama Canal reaffirms our
conviction that, with good faith and a spirit of mutual
sacrifice among the parties to a dispute, conciliatory
formulas can be found which will guarantee relations of
peace and, accordingly, relations of friendship and co-oper
ation among peoples. We express the hope that the
agreements signed will be 'approved by the respective
constitutional mechanisms of both nations.

47. By means of fruitful negotiations we have practically
eliminated the acute problem of the Panama Canal. But on
the American continent there still subsist the colonial
enclaves of Belize in Guatemala and of the Islas Malvinas in
the Argentine Republic which, like the case of Gibraltar in
Spain, are painful vestiges of British usurpations in ter
ritories extracted from sovereign States at times of bound
less imperial expansion.

48. When Guatemala entered the United Nations more
than three decades ago, our Government had pending a
solution at thl:- international level of its claim over the
Guatemalan territory of Belize. In the world Organization
we placed our hope for a just and equitable arrangement.

49. For more than a century in vain we have made this
claim to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland over that territory occupied by that great Power,
and my Government expressed its clear and definite
reservation on this on entering the Organization.

50. On many opportunities throughout those 32 years
which have elapsed, the Government of my country stated

53. As years went by, the population of the Territory of
Belize grew, with people coming from different places, and
they have swelled the ranks of the resident Guatemalan
families. My Government recognizes that the interests and
legitimate aspirations of that local population which has
developed in Belize must be respected and taken duly into
account in any settlement or the dispute which is agreed to
between Guatemala and the United Kingdom.

54. Within this political context and in accordance with
the fundamental purposes of the United Nations, my
Government has been negotiating with the United King
dom. These negotiations have become more intensive in
recent years with a view to finding a conciliatory formula
which will at the same time satisfy Guatemala's vital
interests and rights and those of the population of Belize
which is now under the colonial responsibility of the British
Government.

55. In the negotiations which have been held between
both Governments very significant advances have been
attained, and although some divergencies subsist between
the parties, we trust that in the near future negotiations will
lead to a just, honourable and satisfactory settlement
for all.

56. The recent example of the agreement between the
United States of America and Panama regarding the Panama
Canal, a problem which seemed to be extremely difficult to
solve, reaffirms our conviction that there is no dispute
between States, however involved, which cannot be settled
by peaceful means.

57. This leads us to the optimistic hope that the three
problems-those of Belize, the !slas Malvinas and Gibral
tar-will soon be solved by means of dialogue and recogni
tion of the validity of those claims.

58. In so far as Guatemala is concerned, my Government
wishes to place on record before this august Assembly that
we are most willing to continue the negotiating process
with the United Kingdom for the purpose of reachi.ag an
early settlement to the protracted controversy over Belize.

:.7';':-";-
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We trost that it is in this same spirit of understanding and
equity that the other side will negotiate so as to prevent
situations of tension which might arise when a nation finds
that its hopes for justice for its legitimate claims are dashed.
We also hope that this negotiating process, now being
conducted in a friendly climate will not be disturbed by
undue pressures from countries alien to the dispute which,
far from contributing to the solution of the problem, may
render it more acute and complex.

59. With the example of the Panama Canal, we would like
to think that the international community is living in an era
auspicious for negotiating solutions; and it is on this that
we base our hope that, by means of dialogue and
understanding, tensions may be alleviated and a solution
found for the serious problems of the Middle East, leading
to a peace based on the coexistence and brotherhood of
man, as well as the reconciliation of the interests of all the
peoples of the region.

60. The problem of the reunification of Korea still awaits
solution. It too must be settled by peaceful means. My
delegation therefore considers that it would be desirable for
both South Korea and North Korea to resume the dialogue,
at present suspended, so as to achieve a lasting peace on the
Korean peninsula and, if possible, arrive at a non-aggression
pact. Moreover, and as a temporary measure both Koreas,
North and South, might be admitted to the United Nations
in accordance with the principle of universality enshrined in
the very Charter of our Organization.

61. The delegation of Guatemala has spoken on repeated
occasions in this Assembly, and we do so now~ to condemn
the practices of apartheid and other discriminatory policies
which keep southern Africa in a perpetually explosive
situation. We trust, furthermore, that the problems of
·Rhodesia and Namibia may be resolved by the peaceful
means available under international law, so as to guarantee
the human rights of the broad masses of the populations
which are now held in thraldom in those territories.

62. Those comments on some of the problems that are
before the United Nations for consideration and in ~spect

of which intense activity has been undertaken to find the
best solutions prove the constant support of my country
for the principles and purposes set out in the fundamental
Charter which we signed in San Francisco, California, in
1945. What is more, they are proof of our desire for its
correct application without political interpretations that
may distort it and that m?y entail serious threat-s for
international peace and security and for the sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity of States Members.
We most sincerely hope that the purposes of the Organiza
tion at this thirty-second regular session of the General
Assembly will be fully met.

Address by Datuk Hussein Onn, Prime Minister ofM%ysia

63. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear a
statement by the Prime Minister of Malaysia. I have great
pleasure in welcoming His Excellency Datuk Hussein Onn
and inviting him to address the General Assembly.

64. Datuk HUSSEIN Onn (Malaysia): May I, first of all,
congratulate Mr. Lazar Mojsov of Yugoslavia, on his elec~
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tion as President of this session of the United Nations
General ASl:embly. Malaysia has the highest regard for
YugoslaVia, especially for being a founder-member of the
non-aligned movement, of which Malaysia is a member, and
also for its efforts over the years in promoting world peace
and goodwill. Your election, Mr. President,.is therefore a
reflection of our respect and honour for your great
country. Your experience and skill will no doubt be of
great value to the deliberations of this General Assembly,
and my country will give its fullest co-operation to you.

65. To Ambassador Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka I express
my thanks for the admirable manner in which he carried
out his duties and responsibilities as President of the
thirty-first session of the General Assembly.

66. Mr. Kurt Waldheim has served the United Nations
extremely well. He has been untiring in his efforts to
achieve the purposes and objectives of this great world
Organization. We are very glad that he has agreed to serve
again, and we wish him success in all his endeavours.

67. The United Nations is richer by the addition of two
new Members. Malaysia welcomes the admission of the
Republic of Djibouti into the Organization and looks
forward to working with it inside and outside the United
Nations.

68. Malaysia also welcomes the admission of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam into this great family of nations. Our
two countries are close neighbours, and Malaysia is confi
dent that the friendly relations that have already been
established between the two countries will be further
strengthened. We hope that there will be further and closer
contacts and co-operation between our two countries.

69. Over the years the United Nations has had a number
of successes with regard to its decolonization policy. There
are, however, stiil a number of areas in the world where this
policy has yet to be implemented. Malaysia will continue to
support this policy.

70. However, in some other fields the United Nations is
far from being effective; its resolutions and appeals have
contemptuously been disregarded. Israel is an example.
There will never be' any peace and stability in the Middle
East until Israel withdraws from all the lands it has taken
from Arab countries and until it agrees to the establishment
of a homeland for the Palestinians. Malaysia fully supports. \

the convening of the Geneva Peace Conference on the
Middle East immediately to resolve the problems in the
Middle East. As the Palestinians are also affected, the
Palestine Liberation Organization, which we recognize as
their representative, should also attend the Conference.

71. Southern Africa is another example. The majority of
the countries Members of the United Nations will never
tolerate or keep quiet about colonial oppression, racism and
apartheid. What is now happening in that part of the world
is so contemptible t4at it is only a matter of time before it
will erupt into a violent explosion that may envelop a large
part of the continent Qf Africa. Immediate actions and·
solutions are needed before it is too late.

72. In my part of the world, that is South-East Asia, some
countries in the region, including Malaysia, are learning to
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78. I hope that, following the agreement at the Con
ference on International Economic Co-Operation to broad
en the scope of co-operation between the developed and
the developing countries, there will be a more positive
outlook and a greater sense of urgency on the part of the
developed countries to ensure a su.ccessful outcome of the
second round of negotiations under UNCTAD on the
common fUl1d.

79. The urgency of establishing the new international
economic order needs no stressing. All indications are that
the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade, now in its seventh
year, has failed to achieve even its basic objectives. It is also
clear that the present international economic system is no
longer relevant, and has not been able to cope with or to
offer effective solu tions to the problems concerning trade,
commodities, industrialization, transfer of technology,
transfer of resources, food and agriculture, and the reform
of the international monetary system.

80. Furthermore, discussions and negotiations that have
been going on with the developed countries in the last two
and a half decades have only resulted in greater disparity
between the developed and developing countries, and the
worsening of the position of the latter.

81. For the developed countries this is a real test of their
leadership, vision and sincerity. We have spoken a great deal
about interdependence and political will. Now is the time
for these countries to come forward with clear, unambigu
ous, firm and meaningful commitments to the realization
and early establishment of the new international economic
order. I would, therefore, urge this Assembly to identify its
short-term and long-term objectives with respect to the new
international economic order.

83. The United Nations should therefore strengthen its
existing machinery and devise new systems that could
create a better economic environment which would also
discourage the recent trend towards protectionism that is
growing, especially among the major industrial countries.
Any acceleration of this protectionist trend could bring
about a severe setback to world economic recovery and,
indeed, cause major and even la.sting disruptions to 'the
economic well-being and prospects of developing countries
in particular.

82. In the short term, it is necessary for the United
Nations to take the initiatives that would provide the
machinery for better international co-operation and co
ordination of national economic policies, so as to introduce
a stronger basis for sustained economic growth and finan
cial stability on a global scale. But the world has gone

. through a major recession, from which it has not yet fully
recovered. There are still some of the after-effects of this
recession within the international economic system. This is
inhibiting a more rapid economic recovery and the achieve
ment of sustained economic growth that is so vitally
necessary for the economic well-being and security of the
whole world.

work together for our mutual benefit. We believe in develop their export commodities with the confidence that
regional co-operation, especially in the economic, in- the livelihood of their peoples wiIl be safeguarded.
dustrial, social and cultural fields. In the process we have
achieved a measure of peace and stability.

73. We are thus able to concentrate all our efforts and
energy on the growth of our economy and the development
of our countries. The Association of South-East Asian
Nations has' been a great worthy experiment in regional
co-operation in my part of the world. It has been found to
be workable and viable. It is far from .being perfect, of
course. But we are determined and patient enough to
ensure its survival, continuity and progress.

74. Malaysia strongly bdieves that there can be no growth
in the economy and very little development in a country
without peace and stability. Super-Power rivalry has also
infested my part of the world. This rivalry will only bring
destruction and misery to the small countries. To avoid
that, Malaysia has proposed the establishment of a zone of
peace, freedom and neutrality in South-East Asia, which
would be free from interference in any form or manner by
outside Powers. Malaysia needs the support of all countries
in the United Nations, especially the big Powers, in turning
this concept into a reality.

75. Almost all the developing countries are producers of
primary commodities. These commodities are essential to
the industrialized countries. The developing countries, on
the other hand, are dependent on the industrialized
countries for the supply of machinery, equipment and
manufactured goods. Thus, these two groups of countries
are dependent 011 each other fOf their livelihood and
well-being. Unfortunately, the trend has always been that
the developing countries are paid less for their produce,
while the industrialized countries always charge more for
their goods.

76. This state of affairs cannot go on forever. Obviously a
new international economic order must replace the current
one, which is so patently inequitable and unjust. Much time
and thought have been given to these issues. The Integrated
Programme for Commodities of UNCTAD2 deserves to be
supported and should be supported. This session of the
General Assembly should ensure that the programme be
implemented with the utmost urgency. While it is right and
proper that the United Nations should be very concerned
with the question of war and peace, it should equally be
very concerned with the question of the world economy,
which can also bring about conflict and chaos in the world.

77. I am greatly encouraged by the agreement in the
recently concluded Conference on International Economic
Co-operation to establish a common fund which should be
a major source of finance for the integrated programme for
commodities. Malaysia agrees with the view that the
common fund should principally be for financing interna
tional buffer stock8 of commodities to achieve greater
stability in commodity prices at levels which are remunera
tive to producers and fair to consumers. In this way
developing countries, such as Malaysia, can plan and

2 See Proceedings ofthe United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.II.D.I0), part one A, resolu
tion 93 (IV).
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92. The victory over fascism and militarism with the
decisive contribution of the Soviet Union and the forma
tion and consolidation of the world socialist community
have enhanced further the possibility of ensuring universal
peace and developing equitable international co-operation.
It is therefore no accident that the Soviet Union and other
socialist countries are participating actively in the work of
the United Nations, which has set itself the task of
maintaining peace and international co-operation.

93. Positive developments in the restructuring of the
entire system of international relations on the basis of just
and democrati~ principles have been the result, above all, of
the joint efflJrts of the socialist countries supported by all
peace-loving and progressive forces of the world. The
successful realization of the principles of peaceful co
existence among States with different social systems has
m.ade detente the preVailing trend in contemporary interna
tionallife.

94. The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic
believes that the principal task of both the world com
munity and the United Nations is to consolidate that trend
so as to make it a durable and irreversible process and to
.extend it to all parts of the world. This task has now
become of particular urgency in the face of the attempts
undertaken by imperialist and other reactionary forces to
frustrate international detente and to return the world to
the time of the "cold war", to whip up war hysteria. Such
actions are expressed primarily in the escalation of the arms
race in the countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion, in the United States of America in the first place,
under the false pretext of the so-called "Soviet threat", as
well as in the production of new types of weapons of mass
destruction such as neutron bombs and Cruise missiles.
Proponents of the military-industrial complex are trying to
buttress those actions by various concepts such as the
concept of "peace through strength", which is meant in
fact to justify the unrestrained arms race. These dangerous
concepts, which remind one of the military docLrines of the
time of the cold war, must give way to ideas conducive to
the strengthening of mutual confidence among States.

84. In the longer term the United Nations must be able to the independence and sovereignty of all countries, big and
gear -itself and adopt more innovative measures to restruc- small, and of peaceful coexistence of States with different
ture the international economic system. There is a growing social systems.
realization that we need to make better use of the United
Nations system as a forum for negotiations towards the
gradual achievement of the new international economic
order. The many international conferences that have been
held, and more recently the Conference on International
Economic Co-operation. have all been disappointing, and at
best have shown only limited results. The time has come,
ther~fore, to return more resolutely to the United Nations
to seek world solutions to our global problems.

AGENDA ITEM 9

86. Unless we undertake the initiatives to take substantive
and concrete action within definite time targets we will run
into the danger of having consultations arId dialogues in a
vacuum, with much to be said but with little done. I do not
think that posterity will judge us kindly if we fail to
alleviate the problems we are facing owing to the lack of
political will and responsibility. This is indeed the time to
be bold and decisive, and I hope that we will be able to live
up to what is expected of us for the benefit of us all.

General debate (continued)

88. Mr. DUGERSUREN (Mongolia) (interpretation from
Russian): Comrade President, I have already had the
honour of congratulating you upon your unanimous elec
tion to the presidency of the thirty-second session of the
General Assembly and to wish you every possible success
from the bottom of our hearts. We have also had the
honour of congratulating the two new Members, the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the Republic of
Djibouti, upon their admission to membership in the
United Nations.

85. I would suggest, therefore, that this Assembly urge all
its organizations, institutions and conferences to identify
the most pressing economic issues uf the day, and to set
definite time targets to achieve as much agreement as
passible.

87. The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly
I wish to thank the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Datuk
Hussein Onn, for the important statement he has just made.

89. I shall begin my statement today, therefore, by simply
setting forth the· policy of our Government on the most
important international problems.

90. In assessing the world situation, the Government of
the Mongolian People's Republic proceeds from the premise
that the steady change in the correlation of forces in the
international arena in favour of peace, national indepen
dence and the social progress of peoples, is the prevailing
tendency in the world today. This irreversible historical
process was started by the Great October Socialist Revolu
tion, whose sixtieth anniversary is being celebrated this year
by all of progressive mankind.

91. The emergence of the first socialist State, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, engendered a new type of
relations based upon the principles of equality, respect for

95. The countrj~s of the socialist community have put
forward constructive initiatives aimed at deepening and
extending tlie process of detente by enhancing it through
concrete measures in the field of disarmament and the
development of international economic, scientific~ technical
and cultural co-operation on the basis of equal rights and
mutual benefit.

96. This consistent course pursued by the socialist coun
tries is explicitly confirmed by the new initiativ~ of the
Soviet Union, which focuses the attention of the world
public and the United Nations on the vital problems of
deepening further the process of international detente and
saving humanity from the threat of a thermonuclear war.
The proposal to consid.er the item "deepening .and con~

solidation of international detente and prevention of the
danger of nuclear war", submith, d to this session by
A. A. Gromyko, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet
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103. The Mongolian People's Republic was one of the
sponsors of the working papers entitled "Basic provisions of
the declaration on disarmament"4 and "Basic provisions of
the programme of action on disarmament"5 submitted by
the socialist countries to the Preparatory Committee for the
Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to
Disarmament. In these documents, which epitomize the
main ideas of the Soviet memorandum on questions of
ending the arms race and disarmament,6 in addition to the
measures of nuclear disarmament, paramount importance is
attached to the problems of the prohibition of chemical
weapons and of the development and production of new
types and systems of weapons of mass destruction. My
delegation considers it necessary that certain results be
achieved in the negotiations on these problems well before
the special session of the General Assembly, which is to be
held in May-J une 1978.

102. My delegation wishes to express the hope that the
spirit of the Helsinki Conference on Security and Co
operation in Europe, which plays an important role in
strengthening detente in Europe, will have a positive impact
on the progress of negotiations on the reduction of armed
forces and armaments in that region which saw the
beginning of two devastating world ~ars.

Union [A/32/242], is in full conformity with the demand of ensuring equal security for all parties has become of even
of the peoples of the world that effective measures be taken greater urgency.
to stop the arms race and to bring about genuine
disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament.

97. With regard to the cessation of the nuclear arms race
and nuclear disarmament, the twin task of strengthening
the regime of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and
the complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon
tests has assumed particular urgency. These measures would
make it possible to put an end to the qualitative improve
ment of those weapons of mass destruction, to prevent the
emergence of new types of such weapons. My delegation
places its hopes on the negotiations for a complete and
general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests, which have
begun this year between the Soviet Union, the United
States and the United Kingdom, and holds the view that
constructive steps in this direction would have a far
reaching positive impact. In this connexion, we should like
to emphasize the great importance of the new and
constructive step taken by the Soviet Union, namely, its
willingness to suspend, in agreement with the United States
and the United Kingdom, underground nuclear-weapon
tests for a certain period of time, even before other nuclear
Powers accede to the proposed treaty. This constitutes
further proof of the Soviet Union's sincere desire to
contribute in every way possible to the cause of nuclear
disarmament.

98. Such collateral measures as the strengthening of the
IAEA safeguards with respect to transfer of nuclear
materials and technology, the creation of zones genuinely
free of nuclear weapons, and the complete demilitarization
of the sea-bed and the ocean floor are also of great
importance for the strengthening of the regime of non
proliferation of nuclear weapons and, consequently for the
lessening of the risk of nuclear war.

99. The conclusion of an agreement on the limitation of
strategic offensive weapons would exert a favourable
influence on all disarmament negotiations being held in
different forums and would contribute substantially to the
cessation of the nuclear arms race and to bringing about
"nuclear disarmament. The identical statements made by the
Soviet Union and the United States regarding their willing
ness to continue to observe their commitments under the
1972 interim agreement,3 as well as the reports on certain
progress recently achieved in bringing closer together the
positions of the two Powers, have encouraged us to believe
that in the near fu ture agreements may be reached in this
vital area.

100. The Mongolian People's Republic holds the view that
the concrete agreements achieved in the negotiations on the
reduction of armed forces and armaments in central Europe
would represent a tangible measure in easing the situation
in the region of the confrontation of the largest military
forces.

101. In the light of measures taken by NATO
countries in building up armaments, the need to achieve an
agreement on these questions on the basis of the principle

3 Interim Agreement on certain measures with respect to the
limitation of strategic offensive arms, and protocol thereto, signed
at Moscow on 26 May 1972. See document A/C.l/I026.

104. The Convention on the Prohibition of Military or
Any Other Hostile Use of Environmen tal Modification
Techniques [resolution 31/72, annex], signed last summer,
is an important supplement to the measures already taken
towards curbing the arms race. It is now essential to ensure
its universality. In the opinion of my delegation this
convention, being a first step in the efforts to prohibit the
emergence of new means of mass destruction, could provide
a stimulus to further negotiations in this field.

105. The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic
is of the opinion that the conclusion of a world treaty on
the non-use of force in international relations would be of
great significance for the enhancement of the effectiveness
of agreements already concluded on curbing the arms race
and for creating a favourable atmosphere for making
further progress in the disarmament talks.

106. The proposal made by the Soviet Union regarding the
conclusion' of such an instrument7 is designed to institu
tionalize in international relations the principle of the
non-use of force, which has already been confirmed in
many bilateral and multilateral treaties and also in the Final
Act adopted by the Helsinki Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe.

107. The delegation of the Mongolian People's Republic
submits that this session of the General Assembly should
indicate concrete measures leading to the elaboration of
such a world treaty.

4 Document A/AC.187/81.
5 Document A/AC.187/82.
6 See document A/31/232.
7 See Officilll Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first

Session, Annexes, agenda item 124, document A/31/243.
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108. The proposal of the States parties to the Warsaw
Treaty that all participants in the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe should undertake not to be the
first to use nuclear weapons against each other will
undoubtedly strengthen the atmosphere of confidence
among States.

109. The need for strengthening the results achieved in
curbing the arms race and producing further measures
aimed at achieving the objectives of general and complete
disarmament requires the active participation of all States,
big and small, nuclear and non-nuclear. The proposal for
the convening of a "lorld Disarmament Conference, inter
alia, takes account of such a requirement. The progress of
the work of the Preparatory Committee for the Special
Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament
gives us, in our opinion, grounds for saying that such world
forums will be capable of generating momentum for the
struggle of the world community for disarmament and of
outlining practical ways of achieving progress towards
this end.

110. The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic
attaches paramount importance to strengthening peace and
security in Asia. For the last three decades this vast
continent, where more than one half of the world's
population lives, has continuously experienced wars and
armed conflicts, provoked by neo-colonialist forces, and
there still exist hotbeds of tension, fraught with danger to
world peace.

Ill. The ensuring of lasting peace and security in Asia has
assumed particular urgency in the light of the fact that
virtually all the States of the region, with few exceptions,
are developing countries faced with a great number of
urgent problems of socio-economic development.

112. It is therefore natural that the peoples of Asia should
be interested in ensuring durable peace throughout Asia.

113. It goes without saying that the p~'~nciples of peaceful
coexistence among States with dim~rent social systems, as
well as principles stipulated in the Uni.ted Nations Charter
and in the Declaration of the Asian-African Conference,
held at Bandung in 1955,8 should serve as a basis for
ensuring peace and security in Asia.

114. The Mongolian People's Republic is of the view that,
under circumstances of the steady consolidation of the
forces of peace, national independence and social progress
of peoples, arid the further deepening of internatiollaI
detente, it is quite feasible to ensure peace in Asia through
the collective efforts of all States of the continent.

115. In setting forth the position of the Government of
the Mongolian People's Republic on ways of creating an
Asia-wide system of peace and security, Comrade Yumja
giyn Tsedenbal, First Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party and Chair
man of the Presidium of the People's Great Khural of the
Mongolian People's Republic, said:

"The elimination of existing hotbeds of tension, the
pol~tical settlement of outstanding international disputes,

8 See Asian-African Conference, April 18·24, 1955 (New Delhi,
Government of India Press, 1955), pp. 36-38.
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the permanent renunciation of the use or threat of force
in international relations and the development of mu
tually beneficial co-operation among the States of the
continent serve as a basis for ensuring peace and security
in Asia."

116. It is essential, in the first place, to eliminate hotbeds
of tension and military conflicts if the foundations of
lasting peace in Asia and throughout the world are to be
built.

117. The further aggravation of the explosive situation in
the Middle East by the aggressi~e and annexationist actions
of th::; ruling circles of Israel is causing increasingly
widespread concern. It is imperative speedily to achieve a
lasting and just settlement of that crisis on the basis of the
withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories
occupied in 1967, and to secure the inalienable right of the
Arab people of Palestine to self-determination, including
their right to establish their own State, and to guarantee the
independent existence of all States of the region.

118. In the light of prevailing circumstances, the Geneva
Peace Conference on the Middle East represents the only
means capable of paving the way for a comprehensive
solution to the problem.

119. We consider that the representatives of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, recognized by the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity as the sole legidmate
representative of the Arab people of Palestine, should be
givon an opportunity to participate in that Conference from
the very beginning on an equal footing with others.

120. The Mongolian People's RepUblic, which has con
sistently supported the struggle of the Arab peoples against
the Israeli aggressors, is convinced that the Arab countries
wiH furthel' (:onsolidate their unity of action and that their
just cause will ultimately be crowned with success.

121. The presence of foreign troops in the south of Korea
and the provoc-ative actions of the South Korean regime,
v/hich impede the peaceful reunification of the country, are
cOl1tirndng seriously to complicate the situation in the Far
East.

122. The initiatives of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea with regard to a peaceful and democratic solution
of the Kor~an problem without any outside interference
command broad international support.

123. This can be said with respect to the proposal made
by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea on the
convening of a po1iHcal consultative meeting of the North
and the South to be attended by representatives of political
parties, public organizations and broad strata of people
from both sides of the country.

124. The withdrawal of all foreign troops stationed in
South Korea, dissolution of the so-called "United Nations
Command", and replacement of the Armistice Agreement
with a peace agreement, as provided for in the relevant
resolution of the thirtieth session of the General Assembly
[resolution 3390 (XXX)J, are pre-conditions for a peaceful
settlement of the Korean problem.
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132. It is evident that the joint action of the peoples of
southern Africa and their close alliance with all progressive
forces in the world constitute an important factor which
will expedite the triumph of their just cause.

133. The Mongolian People's Republic supports the strug
gle of the developing countries for the restructuring of
international economic relations on a just and democratic
basis: What is at issue here is the restructuring of the
international economic relations which emerged in condi
tions of capitalist domination and were based on the
exploitation of colonial and dependent countries.

134. The socialist countries are successfully developing
relations based on the principles of equality and equal
rights, reciprocal bem~fits and mutual assistance. We submit
that essentially the creation of a new international eco..
nomic order means the reorganization of world-wide
economic relations on precisely the same principles.

9 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first
Session, Plenary Meetings, l08th and l09th meetings.

137. b their attempts to poison the international atmos
phere and sow the seeds of distrust and enmity among
nations the champions of the "cold war" have recently
launched a slanderous campaign against the Soviet Union
and the other socialist countries on the pretext of the
so-called "protection" of human rights.

138. However, attempts to deny the achievements of the
socialist countries in guaranteeing human rights and free
doms are doomed to total failure because they are refuted
by the very facts of life.

140. Many of the fundamental United Nations documents
on human rights have been produced with the active

135. It is natural, therefore, that the developing countries,
which are aiming at establishing a new international
economic order, should enjoy the support of the socialist
countries.

139. The new socialist world, bom 60 yp.ars ago, has
eliminated for the first time in the history of mankind the
exploitation of man by man and has fully ensured all
democratic rights and freedoms. By developing and improv
ing socialist democracy the wcialist countries are creating
all the necessary conditions for the hannonious develop
ment of every individual and for the equal participation of
their citizens in the political, economic and spiritual life of
society.

136. The absence of any tangible progress in solving this
problem indicates that the major obstacle to the radical
restructuring of international economic relations lies in the
persistent refusal of the industrially developed capitalist
States to meet the just demands of the developing
countries. This was demonstrated particula,rly in the results
of the P?ris Conference on so-called "international eco
nomic co-operation" as well as ,in the deliberations of the
resumed thitty-first session of the General Assembly.9

125. We are convinced that the struggle of the Korean and no harm should be done to that movement under any
people for the creation of a unified, indepeLdent, demo- pretext whatsoever.
cratic State will be crowned with victory and that this
hotbed of tension in the Far East, fraught with potentia!
danger to international peace, will be eliminated.

126. It is a matter of profound regret that the situation in
Cyprus has so far shown no notable progress. The Mon
golian People's Republic favours the solution of the Cyprus
problem on the basis of complete respect for the inde
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Cyprus. It is' essential to put an end to all
foreign interference in the internal affairs of Cyprus so that
its ethnic commu~ities can themselves solve the problem of
the future of their country. We deem it useful that the
United Nations and its Secretary General should further
promote in every way the success of the intercommunal
talks, in conformity with Security Council and General
Assembly resolutions.

,

127. There can be no doubt thc't one of the most
important tasks today is the elimination of the remaining
strongholds of colonialism and the eradication of racism
and apartheid.

129. It is imperative for the United Nations and world
public opinion to increase their all-round assistance to the
fighting peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa,
and further urge certain Western Powers to desist from all
collaboration with the racist regimes. The Mongolian
People's Republic stands for the full and unconditional
transfer of power to the people of Zimbabwe, the im
mediate granting of independence to Namibia and the
cessation of the policy of racism and apaftheid in the
Republic of South Africa.

128. It is a well-known fact that the racist regimes ofSouth
Africa and Southern Rhodesia, with extensive support from
their Western patrons, are not only persisting in carrying
out an inhuman racist policy towards the indigenous
peoples, but are consistently committing acts of aggression
against neighbouring States, thus creating a threat to peace
and security on the African con.tinent. This situation has
been further aggravated by the attempts of the South
African racists to acquire nuclear weapons. Such a situation
in southern Africa calls for the international community to
exert further efforts for the speedy and full implementation
of all United Nations resolutions for the complete elimina
tion of colonialism and racism-primarily, the implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

130. It is high time to take effective measures against the
racist regimes, as provided for in the United Nations
Charter and in ~ecurity Council and General Assembl)
resolutions, as well as in the decisions of a number of
rep'esentative international forums held under the aegis of
the United Nations.

13 L As to the so-called peaceful settlement of the
problem of southern Africa, the policy of supporting the
Salisbury a;ld Pretoria regimes pursued by the authors of
those plans ~houM not be overlooked. I should like to
emphasize further that in southern Africa we are dealing
primarily with a national liberation movement of peoples,

I--
II,

I.I,
f

I; ,
I
\.

I
.i
'I
!
I

I
11

!J
(I
f :

I~
/,

f
'!



15th meefutg - 30 September 1977 251

.
157. In another field, the industrialized countries are
trying to maintain the momentum of their economic
recovery, while the developing countries stagger and sink to
their knees under a burden of debt now amounting to
about $200 billion.

154. The world today is marked by confusion and
contradictio~. There are reasons for hope amid portents of
disaster. There have been dialogue and confrontation,
challenge and conciliation.

156. In the Middle East, the Philippines is following with
guarded optimism the progress of the effort to reconvene
the Geneva Peace Conferen,ce 'on the Middle East for the
resumption of negotiations on the protracted conflict. A
new spirit of conciliation and accommodation seems to
move all parties to the dispute. We hope that enduring
peClce can fmally be restored to this anguished region.

155. Plans for peace and the settlement of old conflicts
are being patiently worked out in Namibia and Zimbabwe,
,while wars and threats of war overshadow other parts of
.'Africa and Western and Eastern Asia.

146. My delegation is convinced that strict observance by
Member States of the Charter of the United Nations, which
objectively reflects the reality of our time, is the most
cogent and appropriate way of further improving the
efficiency of the Organization.

1.47. My delegation therefore opposes any attempt to
revise the basic provisions of the Charter, which have stood
the test of time and have vital importance for the existence
of the United Nations as an instrument of peace and
international co-operation.

145. In this connexion I should like to stress here that the
Government of the Mongolian People's Republic highly
appreciates the efforts of our distin,mished Secretary
General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, designed to enhance the
efficiency of the United Nations in solving the urgent
problems facing the international community.

144. In the conditions of the continuing process of
detente the United Nations has an important role to play in
co-ordinating the efforts of its Member States for the
further consolidation of peace,} security and international
co-operation.

parti.cipation of the Soviet Union and other socialist 151. Permit me ab,c to express our profound appreciation
countries. of the servi,~es of ycur prledecessor., Hamilton Shirley

Amerasingh:" who st.rcred this Assembly wisely and wen
141. By contrast, the country that is whipping up trus ~nder trym~ di',;umsiances.
noisy and hypocritical campaign has not so far ratified basic
documenb in this field" 152. And to Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim we pay

our sincere tribute for his numerous initiatives in the cause
142. The policies and practices of colonialism, racism, of peace.
violence and aggression result, as experience has shown, in
the most t1lagrant mass violations of human rights. The real 153. We warmiy welcome the Socialist Republic of Viet
callse of violations of human rights is to be found in this. Nam and the Republic of Djibouti to our midst and extend

to them the assurance of our friendly co-operation. The
143. The delegation of the Mongolian People's Republic Philippines became one of the sponsors of the resolution on I'I,!

resolutely condemns the criminal acts of the Chilean junta the admission of Viet Nam as a- sincere expression of our .
and demands that an end be put to the bloody repression belief that the heroic people of Viet Nam has much to
and persecution of Chilean patriots and democrats. contribute to the peace and stability of South-East Asia and

the world.

148. In conclusion, I should like to assure you, comrade
President, and the distinguished representatives of Member
States, that the Mongolian People's Republic is resolved and
will continue to do its U\tmost to promote the realization of
the purposes and principles of the United Nations, to
deepen mte~ational detente and to strengthen peace and
international security. -

158. And in yet another sector, a European conference
next month will review the progress in the implementation
of the Helsinki accords. Today we seek to ask: is respect for
human rights growing or withering away? Are detente and
world security threatened by t;he development of more
powerful and more accurate weapons of destruction? In
sum, is our common condition getting better or is it getting
wmse?'

149. The PRESIDENT: The n~xt speaker in the general
debate is the special envoy of the President of the Republic
of the Philippines, Her Exct.~llency Mrs. Imelda Romualdez
Marcos. It is an honour and a pleasure for me to ~nvite her
to address the General Assembly.

150. Mrs. MARCOS (Philippines): Mr. President, allow me
first of all to extend to you the felicitations of my
delegation on your highly-deserved election to the presi
dency of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly.
Your distinguished career as a diplomat in the service of
your country, in advancing the principle of non-alignment
and in developing constructive co-operation in the United
Nations is the surest guarantee that the General Assembly
will have the benefit of wise and effective leadership.

159. The answers must be tentative and conjectural. They
are likely to be contradictory and confusing, as, indeed,
they have always been. But our attention may be profitably
engaged in a recent development that promises to give this
session a new and positive significance. Tms~ vie hope, is the
changing attitude of nations towards one another.

160. In the past, as we well know, the General Assembly
has been drivc:1 by partisan passion, the early ideological
conflict between the East and \he West, the rise to
undoubted influence in this Assembly of a massive number
of small nations, and more recently, the demand for a new
international economic order, pitting as it were, North
against South. All have fostered a spirit of intransigence and
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169. To begin with, we know how nations of the
developing world are severely hampered in improving their
conditions and in attaining even a modicum of development
by existing arrangements in the international economy. It is
not even possible to forecast the most modest improvement
of the situation unless fundamental adjustments are made
in the international economic order. These urgently and
desperately needed adjustments will never be achieved if
the industrialized countries maintain rigidly defensive posi
tions. The results of the Paris meetings were disappointing,
even depressing, for the developing countries.

171. Yet the inescapable truth is that we, the developing
countries, must work out our own salvation. What the
industrialized countries do or fail to do may help or hinder,
but in the end the solution to our problems lies mainly in
our hands.

168. Unfortunately there is another aspect to this interest
in the developing countries,and that is why I say these are
confusing and contradictory times.

173. As a developing country~in population seventeenth
in the world, with a population of 44 million inhabitants
the Philippines has striven and is still striving to give our
people, under the leadership of President Marcos, a social
structure and a politico-economic system that will guar
antee them the basic human rights: the right to life, to
self-fulfilment, to self·determination and to equality, and to
emancipation from the feudal and oligarchic oppressions of
the past.

172. The Philippine experience during this decade is, I
believe, a demonstration of one people's determination to
be self. reliant, to develop as it will, to make friends as it
sees fit and to participate in such endeavours of national
reconstruction as will specifically promote national and
global interests.

170. Similarly, a successful conclusion of the current
negotiations on the law of the sea is of vital importance as
we move towards the civilization of the future, which will
be based on the cultures shaped by the oceans and the seas.
For, as global land resources diminish in relation to
expanding population, mankind must turn to the seas for
life. Ultimately, the survival of mankind will depend on a
rational and peaceful use of the sea, and the sea-bed and its
resources. But the Conference on the Law of the Sea has
yet to agree on rules that would ensure that the vast oceans
and seas of the world do not breed conflict and strife but
instead serve to link and unify nations and peoples.

174. The civjl administration and constitutional Govern·
ment of President Marcos can proudly stand on its record
of political stability. economic development, law enforce
ment, social progress and respect for human rights.

175. In our in ternational relations we have assiduously
fostered relations of friendship and co·operation with our
neighbours in the Association of South East Asian Nations.

intolerance which hindered the common search for gen- such a change of attitude in the Western democracies, and
erally acceptable solutions to world problems. its consequent reinforcement of a movement in which they

have played an active part. This development is surely a
contribution to world peace.

162. It is fair to point out that there has now been a
hopeful change in that attitude. It has not yet become.
general, but one may hope that it will spread. There is no
doubt that there are those who will look askance at the
moral basis of the foreign policy proclaimed by the new
administration in the United States of America, I, for one,
welcome it because it reinforces my advocacy two years
ago, in this very chamber, of an international code of ethics
which might restrain ambition and greed. l 0

161. There was, perhaps, a certain shortness of vision in
mustering the s~called automatic majorities, as well as in
the disdainful dismissal by the great Powers of the decisions
made by those majorities. There was a marked attitude
which implied that what the leaders and spokesmen of Asia,
Africa and Latin America demanded was of little account,
since the fate of the world would hinge, in the last analysis,
on the security of the Western democracies and those
cultural values that they had nurtured through many
centuries.

165. The willingness to be involved on the part of the
Western democracies was apparent in their meaningful
high. level participation in the recent United Nations meet
ings on apartheid and racial discrimination, and even more
positively, in the initiatives taken to achieve independence
for Namibia and propose a settlement in Zimbabwe-which
should fully and fairly satisfy the demands of the majority
for emancipation and equality.

164. We need no longer emphasize that developing coun
tries do matter, that the Asian, African and Latin American
nations and peoples can neither be ignored nor dismissed as
of no account, or their problems swept under the carpet.

163. Of more immediate importance, however, is the
unprecedented interest, understanding and sympathy which
now apparently pervade American foreign policy under the
leadership of President Carter with regard to the developing
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. It is not
unwarranted to sense in this policy a lively desire to devote
closer attention to the problems of the developing
countries.

166. This multilateral effort of consultation and negotia
tion with all the existing forces inside and outside the
coun try, and with concerned coun tries on its borders, on as
near a basis of equality as possible, is a real and historic
break from the past. We no longer have here an imperial
condescension imposing the quick miracle of a unilateral
decision. We find instead a sincere search for partnership in
the common quest for peace and equality-indeed, for
peace through equality.

167. The Soviet Union and other socialist countries havc
consistently shown their support for the elimina tion of all
forms of discrimination, oppression and exploitation. For
its part, the People's Republic of China has always
identified itself as one of the developing coun-iries:Sy-ihe
same token, I trust the developing countries will welcome

10 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Plenary Meetings, 2359th meeting.
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Mr. N'Dong (Gabon), Vice-President, took the Chair.

191. You are a prominent citizen ~f a country with which
Argentina maintains the most cordial ties of friendship and
understanding. On the basis of mutua! respect for our
national identities, in the course of the years we have
cemented positive relations at both the bilateral and
multilateral levels. In the latter, I am most happy to
mention the constructive role which Yugoslavia plays in the
movement of non-aligned .countries, in its striving for
genuinely balanced positions consistent with the tenets
which led to its creation..

186. And so I shall conclude with a modest but none the
less sincere and earnest proposal to invite the General
Assembly through you, Mr. Presi<:ent, to hold its thirty
third S\~ssion in Manila, of which I am privileged to be the
humble Governor. You shall be wost welcome-and more
than welcome-I assure you.

187. For us it will be a matter of national pride. But it will
be more ttan that. It will be, I trust, an opportunity for the
General Assembly to move, fm once, and perhaps many
times again, from the towers and p;llaces of the great
Powers to the frontiers of that other world, th~ third world,
which, after all, most of us represent and with whose
problems we are most exercised.

188. For, u!timately, we are concerned with knowing one
another, understanding one :'.nother's problems and be
coming involved in their solution. We can do so most
successfully in one another's homes.

189. Mr. President, on behalf, therefore, of President
Marcos and the Filipino people, may I invite you &11 to our
home, Manila.

190. Mr. MaNTES (Argentina) (interpretation from Span
ish): Mr. President, let me first congratulate you most
warmly on behalf of the Government of Argentinaon your
unanimous election to the presidency of this General
Assembly. This lofty distinction is a deserved recognition of
your human and professional qualities and of your pro
found knowledge of the problems debated in this Organiza
tion. We are. certain that under your serene guidance our
work will be crowned with success. We wish to assure you
now of the full co-operation of the delegation of Argentina.

t85. It is a country where the General A;ssembly may see
for itself what is meant by the third wmld. Perhaps we may
get the feel of its problems at firsl hand while enjoying the
most modern facilities and comforts which the work of the
General Assembly and its Secreuriat !"~quires fo1' maximum
efficiency.

181. Surely that is why the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly provide that the General Assembly can
be convened anywhere in the world. So far, it has met only
in Europe and in the United States. Would it not be
possible-would it not be helpful, even-if it met 0:1

occasion somewhere in the third world?

179. Significantly, these meetings and conferences have
gathered in many widely scattered plaGcs-in Stockholm,
Nairobi, Buchare',c, Belgrade, Helsinki, I-Qri~, Caracas and
Mexico C:ty. In Manila, we were happy to play host to the
jnint meetll!g of IMF and the World B~;'lk, the 1977
se3sionli of the Wm~d Food Council and the UNICEF
Executive Bc¥,rd and, before that~ to the Group of 77. Does,
th,;s not suggest that perhaps peoples and Governments will
tlnd it easier to attain mutual understanding and agrlJement
when their representatives acqUire familiarity with the way
in which other people live, with the conditions in which
other Governments function?

183. Who knows what subtle influence might be exercised
on our deliberations if the General Assembly were to
consider the question of nuclear proliferation in
Hiroshima? Or the Palestinian problem in Gaza? Or the
problem of famine and food resources in the Sahel? Or the
issue of apartheid in Soweto?

182. If memory does not betray us, the Security Council
met in Panama City some time ago, and it is not mere
conjecture that this meeting within sight of the physical
issue in controversy may have eventually led to the
successful conclusion of the negotiations on the Canal.

177. Negotiations at the level of regional associations must
help to promote conciliation between North anti South and
thus create momentum for authentic internationalism.

1BO. The issue of human rights, for instance, has recently
been endowed with special importance. Yet this issue is
incredibly complicated by the infinite varieties of time,
geography, history, culture and other circumstances and by
differing hierarchies of values among nations. It is only
through actual knowledge and experience of these factors
that an enlightened understanding can be reached.

178. What goes on at the regional geographic level occurs
also in many sect01'!5 of internatiomd activity. Specialized
agencies of the Un.h:-ed Nations are performing essential
tasks qiJie'uy but effectively. Specific concerns such as the
environment, the children of the world, desertificatioa and
food and famine have brought nations together in commC'f.
programmes of action, even though their national ir·tcrests
,10 not always coincide in other areas of endeavour.

In an unprecedented gesture of regional solidarity, in the 184. My country does not have such tragic memories or
face even of some domestic criticism, our Government has such agonizing issues. But it is a country of the third world,
openiy taken steps to withdraw its claim over Sabah. which is a microcosm, an archetype, of its probll~ms-the

fair and efficient distribution of land and other resources
among an expanding population~ the choice between
immediate industrialization and the assurance of an ade
<t -lte food supply, the inadequate employment and conse
quent disillusionment and discontent of its youth, the
balance between authority and indiscipline, individual
rights and encial obligations.

176. In various parts of the world today other reginnal
communities express the desit'e of neighbouring or kindred
nations to co-operate for peace and progress. These
communities, particularly those specifically concerned with
economic and social goals, are important touchstones in the
development of a world society.

I
I
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203. Among the critical ar~as which require most atten
tion in this General Assembly there is no denying that the
Middle Ea.st question must be in the forefront. This is so
because, as we have repeatedly r>ointed out in this forum, in
that region there is a series of dangerous circumstances
which, if not promptly faced up to, can transform the
scaffolding of a precarious truce-one which was not easily
obtained-into another armed confrontation of unforesee
able consequences. Indeed it is disquieting to note that,
despite the efforts made to smooth out the obstacles on the
way to peace, intransigent attitudes persist which do not
meet the aspirations of the international community nor
the specific recommendations of the United Nations.

202. The international community has already taken
significant steps for the elaboration of suitable guidelines
regarding the utilization of these resources embodying
principles to cement harmonious coexistence among na
tions. It is therefore the responsibility of our Governments
to base that co-operation upon practical and reasonable
norms, including also in that process all the useful
experience gained up to the present time.

200. The first talks among Brazil, Paraguay and the
Argentine Republic to harmonize the interests and rights of
the three countries with regard to the utilization of the
resources of the Upper Parami may constitute an important
chapter for understanding among States which share the
same natural resource, further demonstrating that dialogue
and co-operation are '(he appropriate means in relations in
Latin America.

201. The Argentine RepublIc has traditionally defended
the utilization of shared natural resources on a rational
basis and with lasting understandings, allowing for concilia
tion of the objectives and needs of all the countries
concerned.

199. Argentina, through me, wishes to place on recofd its
gratitude to this General Assembly for its full understand
ing of the problem, as evidenced in successive resolutions,
and for the solidarity we have received in the voting of the
overwhelming majority of its Member States. On this
occar,ion, i particularly wish to .mention th\.. Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, which was responsible for
drafting the principles applicable to decolonization and
seeing to it that they were in keeping with the particular
characteristics of each case.

204. My Government believes that the most tangible
contribution that the parties involved in the conflict can
make at this time, if they seriously desire a just and lasting
peace, is to put an end to or refrain from carrying out any
act which could directly or indirectly mean an impediment
to negotiations.

205. Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973) constitute a viable point of departure for
re"ching that goal. The balanced set of reciprocal rights and
duties they contain can be supplemented with all the other

193. We con'Jnue to believe thgt the goal of universality
must be achieved. Consistent with that ulalterable principle,
we greet and welcome today in this hall the Republic of
Djibouti and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, which
nm,: join our Organization; and to Papua-New Guinea and
Angola, who became Members last year, we ~x tend our best
wishes for prosperity.

196. Panama and the United States have tangibly shown,
with clear perception of reality I that a conflict can be
solved peacefully and adequately through negotiations,
provided the necessary political determination and goodwill
exist between the parties. Dialogue and co-operation
prevailing over confrontation have thus removed an ob·
stacle which hindered continental friendship.

195. Within the world picture, which is not very
encouraging, I should like to emphasize here, because of the
contrast it represents, an event that is positive from every
point of view, an event that is an important milestone in
inter-American relations. I am referring to the conclusion of
the Panama Canal Treaties that was signed on 7 September
1977 i'1 the presence of the majority of the Heads of State
or Government of the countries of the Americas. Argentina,
whose first priority in its foreign policy is directed toward
Latin America, within which it is firmly integrated, was
represented at that solemn ceremony by its President so as
to highlight in the most eloquent manner possible its
enthusiasm, support for and satisfaction with the happy
outcome of this ancient injustice.

198. In compliance with resolution 31/49, adopted by the
General Assembly in 1976, which ratifies prior pronounce
ments and clearly sets forth the position of the United
Nations on this dispute, we have again gone to a negotiating
table with the United Kingdom. We have done so in good
faith and with the firm intention of advancing along this
course, but without losing sight of the legitimate rights
which support our claim. During November we shall have
another meeting and shall report on its results in due
course. We wish to reiterate once again our hope that the

194. As we infer from the contents of the annual report of
the Secretary-General on the work of the United Nations
IA/32/1J, the eve'1ts registered since the last general debate
do not allow for an unduly sanguine assessment of the
world situation. International peace and security) the
maintenance of which is still the primary responsibility of
the United Nations, have again been threatened by a
renewal of tensions in some of the political processes which
are of concern to all of us.

197. My country has had to endure the curtailment of its
territorial integrity for almost a century and a half, and it
sincerely hopes that the United Kingdom will follow the
example set by the United States. We are convinced that,
with the same political will, we can also arrive at a
satisfactory solution to the dispute regarding sovereignty
,over the Islas Malvinas, thus putting an end to one of the
last vestiges of colonialism in America.

•..J&UIlIr I III $ !la ••i1lb"~.'-"''''_i3_.a...;.a•••, .._'••__.......
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192. I would also avail myself of this opportunity to place United Kingdom will realize the opportunif!ies and perspec-
on record our gratitude to Mr. Ham~;~on Shirley Amci'a- tives that a just solu tion to the probleJm would unlock.
:;inghe of Sri Lanka for his productive and wise actions in
guiding the intelnse labours of the last seSD!Oii.

-
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212. With the African continent we share an ocean which
is the only outlet for our economic potential. It is therefore
an objective of our foreign policy to keep it free of any
conflict. It goes without saying, then, that we can never
remain indifferent to what happens in Africa. It was in this
spirit that Argentina participated fully at the World
Conference for Action against ApartheidJ held in Nigeria in
August. We are very pJeased with the propitious climate
that prevailed in its deliberations,· and which made possible
the adoption of a final Declarationl 2 by consensus.
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elements which flow from the prevailing situation in the are analysing. The United Nations has in many instances
Middle East. charted the course for meeting the legitimate aspirations of

peoples who still await their independence.
206. But however adequate those texts might be, they will
remain a mere dead letter-in this case too-in the absence
of the determination to proceed with flexibility and a
constructive spirit so as to make it easier to bring about the
beginning of an understanding. Those who adhere to rigid
positions, trying to overlook the facts around them, and
who aspire to the consolidation of transistory territorial
conquests by means of measures that have been condemned
even by their allies are conspiring against their own interests
by postponing and making more difficult an integral
solution to the crisis.

A It

207. The Argentine Republic, now as always, sincerely
wishes a swift solu tion of the Middle East problem. This
wish is not of recent date nor is it founded on fluctuating
strategic factors, or on speculations on economic facts
which have become important lately. Likewise, it goes
beyond the natural obligation we have as a Member of the
United Nations to promote ways and means for a peaceful
solution. This wish is prompted by intimate and funda
mental reasons b~aring on the substantial human contribu
tions of Arab and Jewish origin which have been integrated
with the large flows of immigration of our people. They
have a major share in the formation of our national being.

213. The imperative need to halt and reverse the direction
of the arms race reflects the express demand of all the
peoples of the world. The great Powers, which have the
monopoly and responsibility of destructive power, must
undertake the unavoidable task of discharging their respon
sibilities towards the international community. To try to
shift that responsibility to medium-sized or sman States,
whose basic security and defence needs must be clearly
accepted, would only have the effect of feeding the
suspicion that the world's attention is being distracted with
side issues in order to avert the adoption of measures in the
priority field of nuclear disarmament.

208. Because of this and because we can show an
experience with a wealth of positive aspects, sustained by
the harmonious social togetherness of Argentines of dif·
ferent creeds and races, we would be able to offer our
goodwill to solve this agonizing conflict. The friendly
relations which we maintain equally with the Arab States
and with Israel enable us to grasp the avid desire for peace
and progress felt by both.

209. The Argentine Government considers that now,
before it is too late, the Geneva Peace Conference should be
convened so that negotiations might be started there which
would lead to definite peace. We urge the Arabs and the
Israelis, with all due respect for their respective positions,
to rise above circumstantial objections so as to make that
meeting possible and, together, take the first steps towards
co-operation in the Middle East.

210. In southern Africa the situation is not encouraging
either. Rhodesia, Namibia and the consequences of the
practice of apartheid have brought that important region to
a critical' point where any delay might prevent suitable
arrangements within the framework of the Charter.

211. In this matter, as in others, United Nations action has
anticipated events and their consequences. We said a year
ago that our Organization not only was sensitive to changes
but had in many cases also carried them resolutely forward
and legitimized their existence. l I The example we men
tioned then was decolonization, because it was in this field
that our Organization created a body of doctrine which
gave an impetus to the accession to independence of a
goodly number of dependent territories which are now
sovereign nations. But this is no less true in the pmblem we

214. The eighth special session of the General Assembly
will proVide both a forum and an opportunity that are
unique, thus allowing the will of Governments to be
unequivocally expressed in peremptory terms. For the first
time the United Nations, so broadly representative of the
world situation with its 149 Member~, will hold a session
with the sole objective of examining in depth and debating
all items related to disarmament. It will face the difficult
but stimulating challenge of est:lblishing new guidelines and
priorities for future negotiations.

215. Argentina received the great distinction of presiding
over the prepara·.. -:-ry work for that special session. We
accepted that post with full awareness of all the efforts
involved in carrying out that mandate. Now we should like
to confirm our most resolute determination to continue to
co-operate with the countries present here so that the
special session is given in advance the best guarant1ees and
possibilities for success.

216. The Argentine Government is deeply concerned
about two major questions, respecting which, it is painful
to note, certain methods have failed to brirAg nbou.t
understanding; on the contrary, there are even various
forms of confrontation or disagreement.

217. These two items are human rights and economic
co-operation. They are set forth in the Charter of our
Organization because the world community WellS conscious
of the fact that, to sustain them, the United Nations could
be content with playing a preventive role, but must also
encourage States to co-operate in developing both princi
ples, so as .to ensure respect for human rights and
satisfaction of man's most b~Bic needs.

11 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 18th meeting,
para. 136.

12 Lagos Declaration for Action against Apartheid. For the text,
sce Report of the World Conference for Action against Apartheid
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77;XIV;2), chap. X.
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218. For the first of these items, human rights, there is
one approach which is not in accord with r~ality, as it
prefers to dwell on imprecise denunciations of violations
while ignoring the phenomenon which is more typically an
affront to human rights and, at the same time, is invariably
the source of their violations: terrorism.

219. Although there are isolated voices that warn us and
alert us about this scourge, others choose to make little of
it because- of political affmities or from naiVete. The
favourite argument is to describe terrorist acts as mere
political or common crimes.

220. In fact, these are illegal acts which can in no case be
defmed as common crimes, because of the political motives
involved, and do not fit within the traditional limits of
political crimes because of their brutality. This is a freak
crime, a crime against humanity, a crime of terrorism
which, while it shares some of the features of political and
common crimes, goes far beyond the boundaries of those
crimes.

221. News reports inform us almost daily about new
crimes, hijackings and assaults committed by terrorists. My
predecessor, who addressed the Assembly from this rostrum
a year ago, was the victim of a criminal attack which
brought him to the brink of death. There is no end to the
list, and in almost every case we would find that terrorism
is the common element in those tragic events of our times.

222. Within this context, I shall, by your leave, quote
what the Secretary-General said in a message addressed to
the United Nations Correspondents Association on 15 Sep
tember, because it reflects with striking acumen a view
which my country fully shares on this subject:

"There is another phenomenon of our times which is
now assuming sinister proportions... I refer to the
increase of criminal terrorism.

"Some of the most pernicious examples of this form of
violence appear to have their origins not in acute poverty
or in physical or spiritual deprivation, but rather in ...
sections of human society where a mixture of affluence,
permissiveness and self-disgust has generated a ruthless
and destructive arrogance ....

"There is widespread controversy over the roots of this
social and political disease. ... Whatever its origins, I
believe that this problem IS grave enough and has
sufficient potential international implications to be dis
cussed most seriously among the Members of the United
Nations."

That is an accurate description of the facts.

223. Even today, when terrorist subversion is definitely
receding, Argentina bears the scars of its evil actions. There
still remain isolated extremist groups ready to spread terror
and some of them, fleeing from justice, surface in the major
capitals of Europe, where police organizations uncover their
clandestine hide-ou ts and their attempts to obtain addi
tional funds by criminal means.

224. Terrorism is not of one kind for a given nation or
region of the world. Terrorism is the expression of a vast

conspiracy which selects a country as an experimental field,
to isolate it from the rest of the international community
and to destroy its social and economic structure by means
of its usual tactics of intimidation. Terrorist groups, using
as their shield an alleged campaign for the defence of
human rights, resort to deliberate accusations so as to make
those countries appear to be violating those rights. It is a
bitter irony that this arbitrary campaign has been given
more attention in some international sectors than the
repeated manifestations of terrorist Violence.

225. The concept of human rights violations is the object
in our days of a distortiop which places it beyond the
bounds of realism. Let us recall that according to the
internationally accepted definition, violations of human
rights occur when there is a persistent and systematic
pattern, following a deliberate policy.

226. When we laid the structure for the international
system, the violation of a human right could be foreseen
only as an act committed by one wielding political power,
that is, as an act of a Government to the detriment of those
governed; whereas today new realities and new pressure
fac~ors are in operation, embodied mainly in the inter
national subversive groups, which warrant our speaking of a
modern form of human rights violation and compel us to
recognize that none of the instruments provided for in the
international system cover this new type of violation.

227. Failure to understand this changed set of circum
stances has meant a partial facing of the problem and,
accordingly, that its approach is still exclusively centred
on government acts while overlooking the fact that the sole
source of this violence comes from terrorist cells which, by
their destructive actions, bring into question not only the
effectiveness of individual guarantees but the very survival
of man.

228. It is for that reason that the peoples, through their
Governments, must be able to exercise the legitimate right
of self-defence when confronted with the aggression of
terrorism, without pressures aimed at limiting their sov
ereignty.

229. As a positive response to the Secretary-General's
appeal, the Argentine Government is determined to co
operate fully in any initiative which takes into account the
real situation and counters the existence of terrorism with
an effective action of solidarity. We appeal to the rest of
the international community to proceed likewise and to
lend a helping hand to the countries affected so as to make
it possible to return to the genuine and full enjoyment of
individual guarantees and freedoms.

230. We said that the second item in regard to which our
Organization seems to encounter barriers that are difficult
to scale is the one bearing on international economic
co-operation. Irrefutable proof of this is to be found in the
meagre results obtained at the Paris Conference on Inter
national Economic Co-operation, which, during the last 18
months focused negotiations on the international economic
area. The Conference did not attain its objectives nor did it
live up to the expectations placed in it by its participan,ts,
who sought to bring about the structural changes needed
for the present context of international economic relations.
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240. Setting up restrictive rules to technological pluralism
would constitute an irritating injustice by the most power
ful and affluent countries, going against those who are
struggling in difficult circumstances to rise above the
formidable obstacles to their development.

244. Financial support is also needed for integration in
order to attain the objectives set. The magnitude of existing
financial surpluses leads us to hope that it will be possible
to establish a flow of funds to finance the form of
co-operation advocated.

239. The highly industrialized countries and the creditor
countries must realize that here is an opportunity of the
very first order to channel surplus resources to the
developing countries. This must be acknowledged to be a
realistic policy since it is designed to ensure their own
future prosperity through the growth of other nations.

241. We wish to emphasize that the search by the
developing countries for appropriate, unorthodox integra
tion formulas must of necessity be considered by the
international community with all the seriousness it de
serves, and these formulas must needs be accepted on a par
with the classical ones, as exceptions to the uI1iversal
principle of the most-favoured-nation clause.

243. We also wish that in the countries which generate and
supply spearhead technology the political will might emerge
to enable access to that technology by the developing
countries, by means of clear, fair and egalitarian inter
national rules.

246. The Argentine Government feels authorized to re
quest wide support from the international community for
the concept it advocates because it is prepared to assume
the new responsibilities, which would be its share among
those which it accepts in the context of international
economic co-operation, and ·in particular as regards the
relatively least developed countries. Furthermore, it does so
backed by the results of its own efforts which enabled it to
surmount, in a little more than a year, the gravest and most
difficult economic stage in its history. It is clearly aware of
the problems which remain to be solved, but it is confident
of final success because i~ is assisted by the unders'tanding
and sacrifice of the Argentinian people.

247. This irrevocable attitude bears witness once again to
the high value we attach to the universality of the United

245. We believe it to be important, therefore, for the
international community to undertake a study of existing
mechanisms and institutions, so that they may smoothly
link these new funds with projects for integration. These
institutions are already rendering signal service, but the
magnitude of the' resources needed for integration will
require specialized treatment, of a different conception.

242. We believe that a wide-ranging and open dialogue
between multinational integration groups and GATT might

> not only yield reciprocal benefits but also abundantly
enrich the norms of that international organization.

231. . These relations are characterized by profound im- integration of their human resources which would be
balances. Inflation, the crisis in the balance-of-payments, capable of building high-efficiency productive structures.
the spectacular rise in external indebtedness, massive
unemployment in the industrialized countries, the slow
down in the economic growth-rate everywhere, monetary
d~sarray, all these are but the symptoms of causes which
have been at work throughout the last decades.

233. All of this weakens subregional or regional integra
tion processes, mutilates their growth potential and makes
it difficult to adjust their economies to the rhythm and
needs of world economic evolution.

232. There are numerous areas through which a policy of
international co-operation can be directed. A particularly
appropriate field in which this can be implemented is that
connected with the integration of developing countries
which have the following distinctive features shared by all
of them: too little and the wrong kind of geographical
integration within their countries and between them and
other neighbouring territories under a different political
sovereignty; too little and the wrong kind of involvement of
broad social groups in the training required to assimilate
and recreate the knowledge generated by scientific progress;
and too little and the wrong kind of integration of
spearhead technology into their economic structures.

234. In the past the predominant concerns of our Organi
zation were linked to problems among the highly indus
trialized countries, or between them and the developing
ones. Presen t circumstances have made it necessary to
negotiate on a third front by exploring the ways and means
of effecting the integration of and between developing
countries, the impact of this development on the indus
trialized Powers and their participation in the attainment of
these objectives.

235. This new development in international economic
co-operation, which is based on the interaction of indivi
dual and collective efforts by the developing countries
a'11ong themselves, has been endorsed by our Organization
and constitutes one of the most dynamic fields in the
process of change aimed at bringing about the reordering of
the international economic order in which the members of
the international community are engaged.

238. Many key problems of food, population and po;:tics,
would change substantially in kind and magnitude if the
developing countries could rely on suitable plans and the
essential financial means to undertake a policy of massive

236. The initiative of Argentina in the field of horizontal
technical co-operation is well known. We come to this
Assembly with new concerns about finding, in co-operation
with all, the kinds of mechanisms and institutional machin
ery which will give fresh impetus to the integration of the
developing world.

237. As a consequence of this, there is an urgent need for
the developing cou~tries to determine among themselves,
by regions or subregions, areas of economic preferences
Which, together with physical integration and a programme
for the integration of human resources, will make it
possible for these coun tries to join the mainstream of world
economy.

1



256. The year 1977 was ushered in with expressions of
optimism by some leading statesmen that substantial
progress would be made towards the solution of areas of
international tension and conflic~, both political and
economic.

\
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Nations as an Organization open to the contributions of all 255. We are sure that members of the international
but, likewise, where exclusions are inconceivable. Ac- community will render to both these countries assistance
cordingly, we cannot fail to register our apprehension-a for their development and reconstruction consonant w~th

fbeling shared by Latin America-at a trend which in fact the fullest respect for their sovereignty.
makes for the progressive alienation of countries of
intermediate growth from important mechanisms of inter
national co-operation. This approach, which seems to
penalize the fruits of the efforts if not the sacrifices of our
people, cannot but count on our most categorical rebuff.

248. We believe that position to be· shared by the
developing countries as a whole. It is not by chance that the
bases of a more fruitful and systematic technical and
economic co-operation among them are being set up. That,
inter alia, will promote a constructive and meaningful
integration.

249. The Government I represent is proud that Argentina
was chosen as host to the first United Nations Conference
on Technical Co:.operation among Developing Countries, to
be held in Buenos Aires in March and April 1978. As at the
beginning of this year, for what was also the first United
Nations Water Conference, my Government offers its liberal
hospitality to all the participants at that new gathering and
is pleased to welcome representatives most cordially and
assure them of its closest co-operation towards success. . ;

- j

250. Mr. PATTERSON (Jamaica): On behalf of my
delegation, I should like to express our warmest congratula
tions to Mr. Mojsov on his election to the Presidency of the
thirty-second session of the United Nations General As
sembly. It is a fitting recognition of his outstanding
qualities of leadership and enlightened grasp of inter
national issues. It is a tribute to his country's distinguished
record in world affairs as a founding member of the
non-aligned movement. We feel confident that under his
capable guidance this General Assembly will inspire a new
momentum for international co-operation towards peac~

and economic justice for all peoples.

251. ! also wish to pay a tribute to his predecessoi and
express our sincere appreciation to Ambassador Amera
singhe of Sri La..~ka for his outstanding performance in
presiding over the deliberations of the last session.

252. To Secretary-General Waldheim I express gratitude
for his untiring efforts in the cause of peace and the
solution of the critical issues which face us all.

253. I should like also to welcome the Republic of
Djibouti and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam as
Members of the United Nations. The admission of Djibou ti
marks another important milestone in the process of
decolonization.

254. As regards the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, we
have watched with awe and admiration the unceasing
struggle of these people for three decades against imperial
ism in the fight for independence. And, that war having
been won, we witnessed yet another struggle-this one for
membership in the United Nations. Viet Nam's history of
struggle for independence and the fight to take its rightful
place among the community of free nations stand as a
shining example of determination to all oppressed peoples.

257. The current political international situatior. is a
source ,of gra':~ concern to us all. New areas of strife and
tension have surfaced which present a critical challenge to
the preservation of international peace and security. In
addition, the continued existence of major international
economic problems, pa.rticularly those affecting the devel
oping countries, and the lack of significant progress towards
the establishment of the new international economic order,
are rapidly dispelling any sense of optimism. Urgent
solutions must be applied if the United Nations is to fulfil
its responsibilities as an effective instrument for preserving
peace.

258. The situation in southern Africa has become more
critical. The people of Zimbabwe are no closer to freedom
and independence and, as time drags on, the only losers are
the indigenous people of Zimbabwe themselves. The prob
lem must be settled within the guidelines set ou t in the
various United Nations declarations and resolutions, and
especially the Maputo Declaration,l3 adopted earlier this
year.

259. We must continue to demand of the illegal Smith
regime the immediate and unconditional accession to power
by the majority "f th~ people of the Territory. On this,
there can be no compromise, and any attempt to bring
abol~.t any other solution is bound in advance to fail. We
view with interest current initiatives to resolve the situa
tion. The Government and people of Jamaica will always
support attempts to bring about a negotiated settlement,
but the armed struggle will continue, and it will receive our
unqualified support until the legitimate aspirations of the
indigenous people are met.

260. In Namibia we find the Pretoria regime still engaged
against world opinion and, in defiance of the injunctions of
the United 'Nations, in the illegal occupation of territory
which is the direct responsibility of this body. As such, this
constitutes a clear and most direct challenge to the
authority of the United Nations. That regime has flouted
the authority of the United Nations, has shown repeatedly
that it does not intend to withdraw its presence and
influence from the Territory, has established nuclear-test
installations in the desert region of Namibia and has carried
out preparations to test a nuclear device for military and
aggressive purposes. Now what do we find? Negotiations
are at present being conducted by certain Governments
with the Pretoria regime in an effort to plead with, beg and
beseech that Government to give up that which it illegally
occupies.

13 Maputo Declaration in Support of the Peopics of ZimbaQwe
and Namibia. For the text, see Official Records of the Security
Council, Thirty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1977, document S/12344/Rev.l, annex V.
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261 .. My delegation stands firmly behind the Maputo
Declaration. It is up to the people of Namibia to determine
their own future. Free elections must be held under the
supelVision and control of the United Nations. Prior to such
elections, conditions for a negoti~ted settlement must be
created in accordance with all the relevant resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations, particularly as they relate
to the removal of South African military presence from the
Territory, the participation of the South West Africa
People's Organization in the elections, and "acceptance of
the fact that Namibia will proceed to independence as one
political entity, with its territorial integrity preselVed. Any
negotiated settlement must include these basic conditions
to command Jamaica's support and endorsement.

262. The situation in South Africa itself is now at a
critical stage: massacres of innocent blacks and the murder
of individual black leaders continue to be the order of the
day as the white racist minority increases its acts of
repression to delay the inevitable holocaust. And while
leaders and opinion-makers in some of the major Powers
exhort the oppressed. blacks to seek change by peaceful
means, Vorster has shown his manifest contempt for such
exhortations, as well as for the overtures that have been
made to him by some of the major Powers, by recently
announcing bogus proposals for constitutional change
which m.ake no provision for transferring power to the
majority of the peoples of South Africa.

263. Action to support the African struggle for freedom is
now a matter of urgency. Of particular concern is the
continuing collaboration of some major Powers with the
Pretoria regime in the military and economic fields. We can
no longer he content with hollow assurances of opposition
to apartheid while these countries profit from their military
and economic deals and there!>y enable the reinforcement
of this criminal policy of apartheid. In this regard, the most
disturbing development is the acquisition by the Pretoria
regime of the capability to manufacture nuclear weapons.

264. The World Conference for Action against Apartheid
held in Lagos, Nigeria, in August of this year once again
demonstrated international abhorrence of the system of
apartheid. But the call of the Lagos Conference is for action
to support the struggle of the African people to secure their
legitimate rights and for action to sever all contacts with
South Africa.

265. In tliis latter regard, we hope that this Assembly will
take concrete action towards the finalization of an inter
national convention against apartheid in sports, as called for
in the resolution which was adopted by the Assembly last
year !resolution 31/6 FI.

266. The hopes and expectations of the international
community at the beginning of 1977 that the year would
show meaningful progress towards a peaceful settlement of
the problem of the Middle East have been seriously
prejudiced by recent developments in the occupied Arab
territories, The recognition by the Government of Israel of
settlements by its nationals in the occupied territories is
tantamount to annexation, and reinforces the view held by
many States that Israers basic policy in the Middle East is
one of territorial expansion. The acquisition of territory by
force is totally unacceptable to my Government. Jamaica
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continues to regard the implementation of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as the basic ingre
dient for a settlement in the Middle East. We regard the
participation of the legitimate representatives of the Pales
tinian people as an indispensable prerequisite for the
successful resumption of the Geneva Peace Conference on
the Middle East.

267. We are encouraged by recent evidence of a more
even-ha'nded policy towards the Middle East problem by
one of the major Powers-a policy which includes recogni
tion of the inalienable rights of th~ Palestmian people. More
than ever, it is essential that all parties to the conflict show
restraint in their actions and give mutual recognition to one
another, including the right of the Palestinians to a
homeland and the existence of an Israeli State, lest the
momentum towards the resumption of the Peace Con
ference be lost and the world find itself plunged once more
into a deepening international crisis.

." 268. The situation in Cyprus is another long-standing
problem, as that small independent and non-aligned coun
try remains dismembered through occupation by foreign
military forces. The United Nations must th~refore renew
its efforts to promote a solution.which is in the interests of
the people of Cyprus through an early resumption of
meaningful talks between the two communities and the
withdrawal of the foreign troops.

269. Perhaps the most positive achievement over the past
year is the successful outcome of negotiations on new
Panama Canal treaties whi~h .satisfy the legitimate aspira
tions of the Government and people of Panama. The
settlement of this long-standing issue augurs well for the
future of relations in our hemisphere, and we sincerely
hope that this new spirit of understanding and co-operation
will lead to the solution of the other outstanding issues in
other parts of the world as well.

270. h:t particular, within the hemisphere we look forward
to a prompt solution to the Belize issue. For far too long
the people of Belize have been prevented from achieving
their legitimate rights. Talks held earlier this year have not
provided any meaningful results for the achievement of the
independence and security of Belize. At the same time
there is fearful evidence that certain countries have been
supplying arms for use against Belize. Moreover, the events
which followeti the movement of troops against Belize
earlier this year leave no doubt that the situation is a
growing threat to international peace.

271. In the circumstances my Government wishes to
re-emphasize that the United Nations must act now to
proVide appropriate international safeguards for the in
dependence of Belize, with preselVation of its territorial
integrity. If the U~ited Nations cannot help to ensure the
right to independence of a small, defenceless count.ry by
prOViding such safeguards, then it will have fallen far short
of fulftlling its responsibilities to the international
community.

272 The relaxation of tension in the world and the
promotion of international peace and security are directly
related to substantive progress in disarmament. We continue
to witness the escalation of the arms race, which has

"
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already reached alarming proportions. New and sophisti- 279. The enormous challenge which confronts us is how
cated weapons of mass destruction are being developed to now to advance all of these rights for the enjoyment of all
add to already heavily-stocked arsenals. As the proliferation citizens without sacrificing one right to the other. Jamaica
of nuclear weapons continues tensions increase and the does not shrink from the magnitude of this task The
danger of a nuclear hOlocaust becomes more frightening. socialist revolution in which we are engaged is firmly
No progress has been made over the past year on the grounded in a democratic respect for the rule of law and
conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty and other the protection of individual human rights and freedom. We
issues of high priority in the field of disarmament. shall continue to promote these, not only within our own

boundaries but regionally and internationally as well.

284. Jamaica hopes that we can in the coming weeks
addresa our minds to the capacity of the United Nations to
advance human rights on all fronts, guided by the growing
recognition that the present urgent search for international
economic jl:stice is a process which carries most profound
implications for the realization of the full spectrum of
human rights for the majority of the world's people.

285.. As long as two thirds of mankind continue to·exist
at a subsistence level, there will be a continuation of crises
and tensions througho.ut the world.

283. The need for a searching and comprehensive analysis
of human rights and the implications of their inter
dependence and indivisibility are issues which my Govern
ment hopes will receive full consideration by ~his Assf'mbly.

280. We record with pleasure that the policies of my
Government in the area of legal reform and institution
building will enable large segments of our population, such
as women, youth and, particularly, children of unwed
parents, to occupy the just and equal position in our
society of which they have for centuries been deprived. Our
commitment to eradicate poverty commands the highest
priority, requiring the mobilization of all our resources,
human and natural. Only in this way can we begin to
discharge our responsiblity to the masses of our people as
they exert their rightful claim to enjoy human dignity But
the pressure on national resources of fulfilling that responsi
bility is one of the most crucial challenges which faces the
majority of our Member States.

281. Unfortunately, developing countries which take a
really serious view of their obligation to divert resources to
meet the needs of their underprivileged find little sympathy
or understanding among developed countries and certain
international institutions. If we devote domestic resources
primarily to meeting these needs and have to seek tem
porary foreign-exchange assistance from the international
monetary agencies, those agencies ignore or discount the
social objectives and apply rigid and anachronistic yard
sticks to the credit application; stigmatize our Governments
as having frittered away our resources and provide limited
amounts of credit only on condition that the vital social
programmes are cut back. All this is done in the name of
sound financial practice.

282. As we approa~h the thirtieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights it is timely .to begin
to recall the wide span of human needs identified in that
Declaration and the complex nature of the task involved in
satisfying those needs, even at the most minimal level. The
most complex unresolved aspect of that task to date is the
linkage which exists between civil and economic rights.

278. Developing countries represent that vast section of
the world whose previous history of colonization, foreign
occupation and control has implied the massive deprivation
of the human rights of the majority of our people-our
civil, political, social, cultural and economic rights. This has
been the experience of my own country.

Mr. Mojsov (Yugoslavia) resumed the Chair.

276. Let us never forget that current discussions·of human
rights, both inside and outside the United Nations, take
place at a time of mounting crisis in southern Africa
emanating from the most. massive violations of human
rights known to our world today.

273. We urge the major Powers to commit themselves to
more active endeavours towards the goal of general and
complete disarmament. One step in this direction would be
the reduction of military budgets and the use of funds thus
saved for international assistance to developing countries.
In this context I wish to emphasize that the arms race is
inconsistent with the pressing social and economic needs of
the developing world. It is deplorable that annual expendi
tures of over $300 billion are being wastefully utilized on
tools of destruction.

274. But we should not abandon hope. The special session
on disarmament scheduled for 1978 presents an op
portunity for new approaches to this question. My Govern
ment looks forward to an intensive session which should
provide a new impetus for progress towards general and
complete disarmament under effective international con
trol.

275. The question of human rights is fundamental to all of
our concerns and underlies all our efforts to resolve the
mo!;t pressing issues now before the General Assembly,
whether they be political or economic, or are labelled
humanitarian issues. For essentially it is the basic ideals and
goals of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which
guide our co~siderations as we search for justice and peace
throughout the world.

277. These discussions of lmman rights raise questions of
great sensitivity. This is to a great extent because varying
perceptions of human rights exist, with differing emph',sis
being given to one aspect of human rights as against
another. To some nations the civil and political rights of the
individual, such as the right of free elections, freedom of
expression, freedom of association, are paramount; to ~ome

nations the rights of all to food, to shelter, to health, to
work, are the most urgent and basic of all human rights.
States Members of this Organization strive towards a
totality of human satisfaction. In developing countries the
struggle to achieve that totality becomes one of the most
demanding aspects of national endeavours.

'I



15th meeting - 30 September 1977 261

294. The next area which, in the view of my Government,
requires a new kind of involvement on the part of the
United Nations is that of interna.tional monetary reform.
For too long now the world monetary system has remained
essentially under the control of a few major countries.
Detailed technical studies have been made and recom
mendations for reform of the Bretton Woods system have
been put forward; but implementation is heing delayed by
countries which have the power to place narrow national or
group interests above the interests of the world com
munity-with disastrous consequences for the economies of
the developing countries. Even those proposals do not fully
meet our needs. Moreover, the established principles and
practices of IMF in the management of world liquidity will
not satisfy the demands of a changing world order.

295. My Government is convinced that the monetary
reform eventually carried out will be adequate neither in
scope nor in pace if the process of reform remains in the
exclusive domain of the present governing bodies of IMF.
Some external machinery with sufficient authority to
stimulate reform is urgently required.

296. My Government therefore proposes that the General
Assembly should decide to establish an ad hoc commission
on international monetary reform which would be charged
with the function of calling for reports on the measures
under consideration in IMF, assessing the progress being
made with their implementation and of promoting and
guiding the whole process of international monetary re
form..

289. It is not enough merely to reaffirm that the
negotiations on the new international economic order must
take place within the United Natiom system. We must also
take action to ensure that this system is adequately
structured to carry ou t the negotiations and to monitor the
implementation of decisions taken and agreements reached.

290. There are three areas which call particularly for new
approaches by the United Nations. The first concerns the
transfer of resources from developed to developing
countries.

286. The concept of the new international economic order 293. Unless my Government can be convinced that exist-
arose "from the need to synchronize or integrate inter- ing machinery in the United Nations system can and will
national political and economic relations into a single immediately be utilized for this new approach to the
conceptual framework for global development from which transfer of resources, we propose to work towards the early
benefits would accrue to all countries and all peoples. introduction of fam proposals for the establishment of a

commission on the transfer of resources, in which repre
sentatives from developed and developing countries will sit
down at a table across from each other .and negotiate in
earnest about the transfer of resources.

288. The United Nations is the only forum where global
problems can be tackled comprehensively with the hope of
fmding solutions in the interests of the entire international
community. In the economic sphere, the results of the
Conference on International Economic Co.operation clearly
show the futility of dealin2 with these problems on the
basis of the participation of a few countries outside the
global framework of the United Nations. Yet we must be
concerned at the capacity of the United Nations system to
deal effectively with the restructuring of the global eco·
nomic system

287. Since the sixth special session, little progress has been
made towards the establishment of the new order. The very
acceptance of the concept has been slow as the indus
trialized market economy countries have clung stubbornly
to the past. With a few notable exceptions, leaders and
opinion-makers of those countries are doing their peoples a
grave disservice by failing to educate them to the need for
change in relations between the rich and poor nations. We,
the developing countries, will not continue to live in
squalor through exploitation by the operations of an·
outmoded system of econornk' relations.

299. All this must be seen within the context of a
precarious world energy supply. In addition, the very close
relationship between the question of energy and develop
ment must be continually recognized.

300. The studies undertaken by the United Nations at the
request of the General Assembly at its seventh special
session cannot satisfy the urgency of this need_

298. These factors include the need for effective conserva
tion of oil and natural gas; the need to intensify the search
for new energy resources; the necessity to ensure that
investment choices in the development of alternative energy
supplies reflect rational strategies in the developing coun
tries; the need to ensure adequate research into solar, wind
and other renewable forms of energy and the need for
financial and technical assistance for high-risk investment in
energy exploration, in the development of known resources
and for diversification programmes.

297. The third area in which the United Nations needs to
make a new approach concerns energy. Several factors
point to the urgency of making effective international
arrangements to deal with this critical area.

292. It is time now to look at this subject of the transfer
of resources in its widest aspects; to keep watch upon the
movement of resources on non-concessional as well as
concessional terms; to take into account the massive annual
growth in the inward flow of resources from the poor to
the rich. It is time now also to abandon the annual appeals
to halt the downward trend in the volume of charity, to
take up once more the various proposals which have been
advanced for making the transfer of resources automatic
and to negotiate firm commitments in respect of those
tr~nsfers.

291. The two-year period since 1975 should have seen the
complete implementation of the decision by the seventh
special session of the General Assembly that the flow of
concessional financial resources to developing countries
should be made "predictable, continuous and increasingly
assured" Iresolution 3362 (8- VII), sect. II, para. 1J. It has
been taken up instead with arguments over the defmition
of official development aid, repetitious explanations of the
failure of one or another donor country to maintain the
promised level of its voluntary aid, and with attempts to
estimate by what decade in the future past targets of
voluntary charity will have been reached.

\
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309. Yesterday we Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
States members of the Group of 77 reaffirmed our
unmistakable determination to eradicate the ills that have
for so 'long plagued mankind. We restated with one voice
the principles that should guide the international com
munity in this undertaking I see A/32/244] .

308. We stress the absolute necessity of developing ra
tional structU[~S and processes that can better selVe the
international community. They are essential and, if relevant
and effective, they can greatly assist our work. The issues
on our agenda-issues involving, for example, the arms race,
the intractable nature of racist regimes, the Middle East and
the reorganization of the world's economic system--which
will command our attention during the coming weeks
require far more of us than skills and talents in institutional
engineering and dip~omaticvirtuosity.

313. But first of all let me say that it gives me great
pleasure to join my colleagues in congratulating you, Sir, on
your election as President of the thirty-second session of
the General Assembly of the United Nations. Your active
participation in the work of the Organization on behalf of
your country is well known and will undoubtedly contrib
ute to your success in dealing with the many problems now
on the agenda.

314. Permit me also to express our agreat appreciation to
your predecessor, Ambassador Hamilton Shirley Amera
singhe, for the wise and efficient manner in which he dealt
with the difficult tasks facing the Assembly. Again I want
to express the gratitude of my country for his contribution
to the efforts to bring to a successful conclusion the
incredibly complicated work of the law of the sea
Conference.

310. Time ebbs away. Further delay invites disaster. The
entire world community must act now. Failure imperils all
mankind. Our mandate is to improve ~he lives of all the
men and women who now occupy this planet and those
who will be born on it. This is our mandate. as simple to
state as it is at times difficult to implement.

316. The Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, and his
staff have continued their tireless and determined efforts on

311. Conscious of this, we renew our faith in the capacity
of the United Nations to serve humanity. Simultaneously
we will continue to challenge it and ourselves to fulfil its
great and noble task.

312. Mr. AGUSTSSON (Iceland): Every year, as custom
has it, we review here major developments in international
relations at the beginning of the session of the General
Assembly. I want to do exactly that and present the
Icelandic viewpoint on major international events in the
past 12 months. In summary form, I will touch on
conflicts, co-operation and continued work on improving
the human condition.

315. We now have two new Members of the Ilnited
Nations: The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the
Republic of Djibouti. I am very happy to welcome them
into this community of nations, and I feel certain t;teir
co-operation and contributions to our Organization will be
of great value.

\......,. ,-,,.......
\
\
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306. Another area we regard as being of fundamental
importance for the establishment of the new international
economic order is the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea. An international agreement on a
convention for the eqUitable distribution of the resources
of the sea-bed is long ov.erdue, and I urge all participants to
work seriously towards a successful conclusion of the
Conference at its next session, in March 1978. Jamaica
looks forward to accommodating the headquarters of the
international sea-bed authority.

302. My Government therefore proposes thut consulta
tions should take place during this session of the General
Assembly with a view to establishing one institu tion to
provide for technical co-operation between developed and
developing countries in energy exploration, energy diversifi
cation and the transfer of energy technology. The consulta
tions wili aim at discovering the form and precisely with
what functions such a body could be invested.

303. The resumed negotiations on the common fund are
scheduled to begin in a few weeks' time and it is imperative
that early agreement be reached on the establishment of the
fund within the framework of the Integrated Programme
for Commodities.

304. Another forthcoming event of major significance is
the ministerial meeting of the Trade and D.evelopmeot
Board to review measures concerning the debt and related
development and financial problems of the least developed,
the developing island and the developing land·locked
countries. In this connexion, the General Assembly has
already charged the forthcoming Ministerial Meeting wit~..
the specific task of reaching agreement on concrete
measures to provide an immediate solution to the debt
problems of developing countries.

305. The progress at those two meetings will be closely
watched by developing countries and will constitute the
acid text of the "greater understanding" so widely empha
sized by developed countries as well as their implicit
commitment to negotiate seriously in :the United Nations
system, particularly on issues involving structural change
pertaining to the new international economic order and its
establishment. Comprehensiv substantive proposals have
long beep submitted by the Group of 77 on these critical
issues, and we look forward to clJnstructive consideration
by the developed countries on these important proposals.

301. With respect to financial assistance, international
financial institutions, especially the World Bank, should be
provided with adequate resources to meet, in particular,
the needs of energy-deficient developing countries.

307. j amaica has followed with deep interest the work of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the
Economic and Social Sectors of thie United Nations System.
It is with concern that we have obselVed the scope of the
exercise being whittled down by developed countries in the
course of the Committee's work, particularly with respect
to enhancing the capability of the United Nations Secreta
riat to meet the demands involved in establishing the new
order. Jamaica will therefore- be keenly interested in the
actions to be taken by the Ger:.eral Assembly at this session
in the light of the anticipated report of the Ad Hoc
Committee.
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behalf·of the United Nations to preserve peace and to carry 323. It is in my opinion vital that these two Powers come
out the many mandates given to them. Permit me to convey to an agreement in this matter and that progress is made in
our gratitude and our respect to the Secretary-General and other regional disarmament discussions so that they might
his staff and to assure him of our full support in the future become wider in scope and be extended to other areas.
as hitherto.

317. The year that has passed since we last met in this hall
cannot be said to have been charact~rized by great
achievements in the field of international relations. There
have, however, been no great set-backs, so perhaps in that
sense it may be said that developments have been on the
positive side. The fighting that broke out recently in the
area of the Horn of Africa must be mentioned as an
exception, and it is of course always a great tragedy when
disputes, whatever their cause, turn into bloody armed
conflicts in which there is no regard for human lives or
human suffering.

318. The problems facing the United Nations are many
and immensely complex, and in some instances highly
sensitive and dangerous, and their solution is a matter of
survival for civilization in the world as we know it today.

319. The Charter of the United Nations gives us the
platform on which to build our efforts to find solutions,
and the Organization is the instrument we must use in those
efforts. It is easy to place the blame on our Organization
and to hold forth on theories of divergence in the
development of our institutions, on the one hand, and the
developments in international relations and the great
advances in technology, on the other. I have said this
before, but I will repeat it here: no organization is greater
than the individual members that compose it. We have our
Organization and we must use it to attain the ideals
expressed in the Charter. There is undoubtedly some need
for institu tional changes for the sake of efficiency and for
budgetary reasons, but we see no need for a revision of the
Charter for the present.

320. We have a saying in Iceland that the bad oarsman
blames the oar. When political expediency at home,
conflicts of interest, or even bad faith prevent the placing
of a problem before the United Nations, we too often hear
voices blaming it on the mort-cornings of the United
Nations system. But, I repeat, we have the instrument and
we must use it as it was intended by the framers of the
Charter: to preserve peace in the world.

321. When I stated before that some of the problems
facing us are highly dangerous, I had in mind, first and
foremost, the ever-increasing pace of the arms race, the
danger of proliferation of nuclear weapons, the traffic in
fissionable materials and the production of new weapons of
mass destruction, be they nuclear, chemical or biological.

322. In but a few days the interim agreement reached at
the first round of the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
between the United States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics in 1972 will come to an end. This
is a very serious development, which has fortunately been
somewhat eased by the announcement by both parties that
they will abide by the terms of th~ agreement while efforts
continue to be made to reach a new agreement on the
limitation of strategic nuclear arms.

324. Agreements in the sphere of disarmament between
the two Powers is in my belief the basis for what has
become known as detente and there is no acceptable
alternative to the policy of detente in the world. All efforts
at all levels should be made to further .that policy. I
the~efore welcome the results of the preparatory work in
Belgrade and the rollow-up meeting to the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe, which is to convene
in a few days from now. I consider this an important step in
the right direction.

325. With the total destructive fl'Y Ner of nuclear arma
ments, increasing emphasis is being placed on the develop
ment of the so-called conventional weapons, .and the traffic
in them has been escalating very rapidly. The need for
control is essential and should be established as soon as
possible on a regional or an international scale, whichever
would be more effective.

~.z6. The proliferation of nuclear weapons must be pre
v~nted and all nations should be urged to sign and ratify the
TreBty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

327. By the same token, there should be close supelVision
of the traffic in fission~ble materials intended for peaceful
use to prevent their use for military purposes. Such
supervision should be in the hands of the United Nations.

328. Furthermore, an agreement on a comprehensive
treaty to ban all nuclear testing is a matter of great
importance.

329. The Icelandic delegation will support all efforts to
make the forthcoming special session a successful one as
disarmament is an_ essential element in the establishment
and mainterumce of peace in the world.

330. The work of the United Nations in the sphere of
human rights is of paramount interest and importance.
Much has been gained, but much is still to be done. The
plight of political prisoners has to be alleviated and torture
in all its forms must be prevented. What is needed is close
co-operation so' that an effective international review of
how human rights are respected or abused can be carried
out. There should be instituted effective measures to
protect the innocent against international terrorism in all its
aspects,

331. In other words, the protection of the individual and
his rights is, and continues to be, the main task of the
United Nations. Although in legal terms our Organization is
composed of sovereign States, its effofl.s should be ton
centrated on improving human conditions.

332. Where there is hunger, misery and social injustice, we
cannot expect the advancement of human rights. Therefore,
the more eqUitable distribution of the world's wealth
through improved international economic relations is a
question of basic rights.

I
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342. The sixth session of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea was held in New York
from 23 May to 15 July 1977. There is now before the
Conference an informal composite negotiating text} 4

which wa~ prepared by the President of the Conference and
the Chairmen of the main committees on the basis of
discussions at the session. It was decided that that text
would be before the Conference at its next session
beginning in Geneva on 27 March 1978 and expected to last
for eight weeks. Furthermore, it is expected that inter
sessional meetings will be held in the intervening period.

341. Here it should also be stated that any solution must
recognize the Palestinians' right tu a homeland, and the
Palestinians for their part must recognize the right of Israel
to exist. It is, furthermore, the opinion of the Icelandic
delegation that the Palestinians should participate in the
negotiations for a peaceful solution in a manner to be
worked out i.n consultation with the parties concerned.

334. Any mention of human rights automatically brings us
to the problem of apartheid. The situation in South Africa
is becoming more and more serious. The Icelandic delega
tion will support all practical measures taken by the United
Nations to stop the inhumane policy of discrimination
carried out by the Government of South Africa and the
brutal measures of suppression we constantly hear about
from that country. I should like to state here that recently
the foreign ministers of the Nordic countries established a
working group to investigate what furtheT economic meas
ures may be instituted against South Africa. .'

333. Iceland supported the resolutions on the new inter- that Israel must caase its occupation of territories seized in
national economic order and the economic rights and duties 1967~ and that the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
of States. The implementation of the provisions of these independence of all the States in the area and their right to
resolutions has been slow but some progress has been made. live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries must
The North-South dialogue must continue in all appropriate be respected.
forums. The resumed session of the thirtyufirst General
Assembly could not come to an agreement on assessing the
results of the Paris Conference, but it is to be hoped that
this session will make major efforts in this important field
and a consensus will emerge on the next steps to be taken
to enhance a more just and eqUitable international eco
nomic order, and thus improve the situation of developing
countries in the international community.

335. We also want to express 'our support for the efforts
now being made to find a peaceful solution to the problem
of Namibia, and any action which might jeopardize these
activities ~hould be discouraged. We continue to work to
attain our goal-the full independence of that country-in
conformity with Security Council resolution 385 (1976).

336. It is the opinion of my delegation that all proposals
which would lead to a peaceful, negotiated transition of
power to the majority in Zimbabwe should be supported so
that the social injustice practised by the minority on the
majority is brought to an end as soon as possible.

337. The problem of Cyprus does not, unfortunately.
appear to be close to a solution. The Secretary-General and
his staff continue their valiant efforts to bring the two
factions together, and it is to be hoped that neither party,
by its action, widens the gap further, thus making the task
of the Secretary-General more difficult than it is now. As I
have said in this Assembly, any solution to this difficult
problem must take into account the maintenance of the
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of
Cyprus.

338. The value of the United Nations peace-keeping forces
is clearly demonstrated in this case as it is in other parts of
~w~~ ,

343. The text which is now before the Conference
reinforces the status of the economic zone. In accordance
with articles 61 and 62, it is for the coastal State to
determine the allowable catch in the zone as wen as its own
capacity to harvest it. Articles 69 and 70 provide certain
rights for geographically disadvantaged States, but pursuant
to article 71 those rights do not apply in the case of States
whose population is overwhelmingly dependent on the
fisheries within the zone. Furthermore, article 296 excludes
from submission to third-party dispute settlement the
decisions under articles 61 and 62-that is, as I have already
mentioned, with respect to the allowable catch and the
State's capacity. The new text is therefore very favourable
for coastal States, which have worked together extensively
at the Conference. The new text also has revised articles
concerning pollution and scientific research, and they are
not expected to create any great difficulties.

344. On the other hand, there remains major disagreement
on problems with respect to the international sea-bed area,
and the industrial countries do not consider that their
interests are sufficiently accommodated. Those problems
will be the subject of intensive work at the informal
intersessional meetings. Because of the great differences of
view the next session cannot be foreseen as the last before
the signing of a convention; however, as we have already
heard in this Assembly, opinions differ on this point.

339. The situation in the Middle East remains serious,
although there is at the moment greater hope than before
that it will be possible to reconvene the Geneva Conference.
We must all be hopeful that this preliminary step towards
negotiation of a lasting peace in this troubled area can be
taken. I want to reiterate my belief that any solution
should be based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
and 338 (1973).

345. My Government's view is that the concept of the
exclusive economic zone now has a solid foundation in
international law It would of course be an advantage to
have it incorporated in a formal convention on the law of
the sea. For that purpose a further concentrated effort
must be made to solve the remaining issues in the total
package, notably in the field of the international sea-bed

~
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340. It is worthwhile remembering that those resolutions
state that acquisition of territory by force is unacceptable,

14 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea, vol. VllI (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.78.V.4), documents A/CONF.62~10 and Add.!.
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area. However, nations cannot be expected to devote powerful, because the fiercest of snowstorms very often
unlimited time and expenditure for that purpose. cleaves apart against even the feeblest of all God's ideas.

346. As the Conference on the Law of the Sea ha~

hitherto been characterized by the detr.rmination of all
participants to find practical solutions in all the categories
of the mandate it was given, I am convinced there is every
reason to hope that agreement will be reached by consensus
on the outstanding issues. It is a fact that legislation is the
more effective the more closely it represents the sense of
justice of those who have to live by it.

347. It is therefore our hope that a general convention on
the law of the sea can be signed in the course of next year.

348, I have touched upon the need to respect the freedom
and the human rights of every individual. I have expressed
the hope that times of force and violence will soon become
a thing of the past, and the conviction that mankind's
future should rest upon continued international co-opera
tion where all meet as equals and where even the smailest
contribution could be decisive.

349. Continuing that line of thought, one could perhaps
reflect on what yardstick should be u~d in measuring the
greatness and influenc.:: of individua!s '>Jjd nations. HaCdor
Laxness, an Icelandic Nobel Prize winner, stated it in the
following way in one of his books:

"Often I think the Almighty is like a snow-bunting
abandoned in all weathers. Such a bird is about the
weight of a postage stamp. Yet he does not blow away
when he stands in the open in a tempest. Have you ever
seen the skull of a snow-bunting? He wields his fragile
head against the gale, with his beak to the ground, wings
folded close to his sides and his tail pointing upwards, and
the wind can get no hold on him and cleaves. Even in the
fiercest squalls the bird does not budge. He is becalmed.
Not a single feather stirs.

"Then the question is asked: How do you know that
the bird is the Almighty and not the wind?

"And the answer: Because the winter storm is the most
powerful force in Iceland and the snow-bunting is the
feeblest of all God's ideas."

350. In my opinion, therefore, it is in many cases very
unwise to exclude even those who at first glance seem to be
rather feeble, because they may well possess the inner
strength that the strongest power is not able to break.

351. My wish for the United Nations is now, as it has
always been, that it will continue to be the citadel of
human rights and independence for all people on this earth,
whether they belong to big or small nations, whether they
are powerful in the ordinal) ~;"lse of the word or less

352. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of
Angola who has asked to be allowed to speak in exercise of
the right of reply.

353. Mr. DE FIGUEIREDO (Angola): Mr. President, my
Foreign Minister will, in a week's time, present to you the
warm greetings of the People's Republic of Angola.

354. In his address yesterday, the representative of the
People's Republic of China stated: "Many African countries
are worried lest what happened in Angola and Zaire
yesterday may befall themselves tomorrow" [13th meeting,
para. 104]. My delegation cannot allow this reference, this
inference, that what took place- in my country was
"outright military invasion" [ibid].

355.. ' I should like to place it on record that the ~eople's

Republic of Angola is, and ha:: been since independence, a
sovereign State. True, there has been "brazen and unscrupu~

lous subversion and interferen~e" [ibid.], but the inter
national community knows very well the precise source of
this trouble: imperialism and its puppets in southern
Africa, neo-colonialists, 2Jld the racist minority regi~e in
Pretoria.

,

356. At the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Colombo in
1976, the South African invasion of the People's Republic
of Angola was strongly condemned, and the Political
Declaration issued there expressed strong support for
Angola and its sovereignty.) 5 Even the Security Council,
for the first time in its history, spoke ot;;~, in its resolution
387 (1976), in crmdemnation of the South African racist
regime's imperialist invasion of the People's Republic of
Angola.

357. At our express request, some of our friends, indeed
the friends of the third world and all liberation movements,
have helped us. We hope, both for ourselves and for the
good of the third world, that such co-operation is always
available to aid liberation struggles, to help in the recon
struction of countries which have newly liberated them
selves from the bonds of imperialism and colonialism, and
to give support in the face of imperialist dangers.

358. My delegation is proud of our friends, and thanks
them And my· delegation reaffirms the fact of our
independence and sovereign statehood. The Angolan people
have fought one of the longest wars of liberation anywhere
and will not tolerate interference in our internal affairs by
any State. We reject innuendos calculated to cast doubt on
cur sovereignty, and on those who fight imperialism and
neo-colonialism.

The meeting rose at 7.25 p.m.

15 See document A/31/197, annex I, para. 39.




