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1, At the thirty—-fcurth sessmn. the Comsa:.on establishqd an informal workmg
group, open to all its members, to consider questions cunnebted with the drafting of
a declaration on the rights of members of national, etbnic, religious and linguistic
minorities., A draft declaration on such rights wh.i.ch was proposed YWy Yugoslavia.
(E/CH.4/L.1367/Rev.1), and which was meant to serve as a starting point for an
exchange of viewa, was referreﬂ to the working group.

2. The Commission in its resolution 14A (xxxnr) .of 6 March 197e after havmg taken
note of resolution 5 {XXX) of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Hinorities of 31 August 1977 recommending that the Commission on Human
Righta consider drafting a declaration on the rights of members of minorities, within
the framework of the principles set forth in article 27 of the Internstional Covenant
on Civil and Politicafr Rights, and having taken cognizence of the report of the.
above-pentioned working group {G/CH.4/1282, paragreph 302), requested the ..
Secretary~General to tranemit the relevant document of the thirticth session of the
Sub-Commisaion and the thirty-fourth session of the Commission concerning the rights
of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religiocus and linguietic minorities to the -
Governmente of the Meaber States for their comments, and decided to consider the
rolevant item at itms thirw-fifth seggion, ‘

3, At -its thirty-fifth sessfon the Commiesion had bafaore it (12 the comments
reoeived from CovedMpments pursuant to Commiseion resclution 144 (XXXIV)

(B/CN.4/1298 and A44.1): (i1) the draft declaration proposed at the

thirty-fourth session by Yugoslavia (B/CN.4.L. 1367/Rev.1 (141) paragraph 51 of -
the Programme of Action of the Vorld Conference to Combat Rao,ln and Racial
Discrimination (A/33/262), whioch resds “The Conference recomsends the Comiseion on
Human Rights to continue its attempts to an intemational instrument for the
protection of the rights of perdons beimgmg to minorities®; and (iv) a written
statement -uhnum bty the Minority Rights Group (a/cl.q/m/zm. .
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CA, The Commission at its thiriyr-fift k sesgior set up an open- —ended working g“ou}
“to consider this metter further  the group held meetings on € and § Harch ??“ ﬂ

5. The nmeetirg clected 'r. I. To¥eveki (Yu:oslavia) 23 its Chairman-Rapporteur,

I3 tive of aucgtria sugrested that the only bq Mg

draft declarstion cn the rights of persons i
d linguistic minorities was the i
i d Protection of llinerities, which

é. £t the first mezting the re
qualified +o do b ic worl th
belonging *o neticnal, etnn
Sub-Commission on FPrevention of
should be enirusted with tH; tosk, |
7. Thke observer for Jordan underlined thet i4 would be dgrﬂtrous to put stress on
differences between nationgl and other groups instesd of t“V1 s to hermonize thein

relations. - i

8. The represerntative of ¥-ruay drew attention to the difference:s in defini%ion of
indigenous pepulations 2nd perscons belonging to national, ethnie, religious and |
linguistic mipcrities. ‘nother d-ogument was being elaboreoted on indirenous E
populations. _ ' ;
- ' ]

1
. The representative of Cyrous warmed against the misuze of the DrlnClple of tae

protection of minorities, which can urdermine +Ye nationzl unity of Ltates.

1CG. The ob¢ezver for Greece supported the propesal made by .wstria according to*
which the Sub-Commiz qlun should elabsrate a mew draft declaratior that could be |
accepted by all ilember Ltates. Lhe referred to. the reply of her Government and ;
stated that the eleven answerrs received frorm Goverrmente were mot zufficient for,
such an important declarastion. =« new commumication should be nint to Governments =o
that they could be giver the npportunity of studyine the dccuments and submittins
their proposals to the Secrefary-Generzl, f
. !
1l. The revwresentative of ligeris streszged that the first article of the draflt
declaration proposed by Yugcslavia chould contain & definition of “mincrities”,) It
was 2lgo nececsary to take inte accsunt ‘he third article so that the measures/taken
4o enakle the nationzl, ethnic, relisious and linguistic minorities to devclopf
their culture, education and languapt would not undermine the terrvitorial 1ntepT1ty
of the countriern in ouection.

17. The representative »f Dulperis said that the Charter of the United Nations did
not sontain any reference to the—xighte of persons bhelonging to minorities, They
were only menifoned in article 27 Qf the International Cavenant on Civil mnd
olitical Rights, This article 12ill down “the rights of persons™ and not of
communities. The International Covdpant on Civil and Folitical Rights bad only been
ratified by 2 -third of the lember Stdtes. Therefare the proposed declaretion could
only be acceptable if it were ba on the Charter »f the inited Nations, :
article 7 nf the Internationial Covenant on Civil »nd lolitical ights and the
‘Internationzl Convention on the Flimination of All Forms of Toeinl Diserimination,




13, The obserVQr for Hadaghscar p01nLoﬁ out thst tho thixd lins of the third oriicle
ef © celarotion proposed by Yugoslavia should zead “to itoke mcosunss
accordlng to tional legiglation".

14, Tne reprc‘ﬂntatlvb of ¢rdn oLfnnﬂed toat the arctection of p3rsoas be cﬂglxg o
minoriities congti Lioc part of A nmrﬁ ronernl 9¢1P04?1Q.“¢ prolihitl )
discrimination,

a

15. Lt the sccokd nceving: the rveproscentative of hwvu**ﬂ peid thet thero wwore somo
prineiples vhich there not Gupresset cleaviy enocush in the draft declorr

by Yugoslavic. Tt s neecssary to consider the éifforent forws of clf-dcter“lnthﬁn,
T that are defined in Unitlced Jetlonc docunsnts, in oxder to apply then io minewitios
Genocido and zxpulsion should be alse cordemmed in he decument. Govornoonis,
non-rovermental orgenizations and 1hh Sub=Commission should be invited ko wpress
thaiv opinions, :

16. ‘The representative of India acréed vith the propossl made by the ropresontative
"~ of lustria according to vhich the Sub-Commission should oxpress its opinion on the
draft declaration, Governments should also be encouraged to submit their comments.

17. The observer for the Uniied Kingdou felt that the iirst-thrce articles of thc
draft declaration vere imprecisce. It should be tzken inlo considerction that
artzcle 27 of the Covcnant on ul\ll ond Political Rights cpeals of the rights of
Yethnic, reliyrious and linguistic winorities™ and not of ithe rishts of '"national
minorities". ' ' B '

18. The representotive of Wigeric wainteined that the right of scli-determination
should not be confused vith minority rishtc. 4 nev definition of this basic cuestion
should be considered in the lirht of the snsyersz. fron Governments.

1¢. Tho repreqcntatwc of Austria stated his point of viev on seif-detcrmindtion,

vhich vae based on the report by Ir, Crisiescu. The important aspect vas that of
sutonouy of minoriiies. - -

20. The represcntalive of Cyprus suzprested that the right of minoritice "to participate
on an cquitable basis", reforred to in orticle 3 of the Craft declaration, should de
clarified, and a complcte definition should bo ziven to “equitable basis". Ino

article 4 the meaning of "torritorial intosrity should also be considered,

21. The reprosentative of the USSR did not asrecd to the mugreation made by the
repregentetive of Austria that “the opinions of non-sovernmental organizations should

| R P | Ho alno ek ad lvn vl ates. Al 4, ronTonsn mintivo of India
Co ARG . RO LA00 SUEROTTHE wig Vaduih Oa WAl SIOpTEGoiidsa ST,

22. The representative of Higcria stressed that such mindritics as the vhite
ninority in aouthem ifrica ohould not be elloved to be ina poriticn of domimmce.

2%, The rcpmseutative -of Yugoplavie miﬁ that his Govermmont would mako further
offorts to improve the draft doclarsiion for ito consideration at tho thirty-sisth
sesnion of the Commiosion, following the sugmesiions ond droposals made by Governmente.
The dcclaration should contribute to the developmont of {riendly relations among
couniriec, ospecially neichbouriny countrics, hased on the principles of sovereimiy
and territorial integrity. The obsorvoance of ite principles would provent tho use of
the minorities cuestiion for oncourasemont of aecparatiai tondencles, and would
contritute as vell to the greater social harmony and pclitiml atability of sociciics
virers minorities live, Omiy the basic principlue ghould Le included in the ddcument
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and it would be up to Govermments and to national legislation to decide which
further measures should be considered 1o ensure the rights of minorities., ‘
Article 3 of the draft declaration vas a preliminary prcposa? for an international
iegal standard concerning the rlgnts of persons belonging to lethnic, natlona}.‘\ ,

-

11ngulstlc and religious minorities. o e

24, "'he representative of Iraq said that a difference should be made between the
rights of minorities and the right to self-determine tion. Resolution 1514 (XV) of
the General Assembly referred only to peoples under colonial domination, while the
protection of mincrities wzs applicabls o a.ll countrisg-vhere minorities existed,

25. The obgerver for Turkey supported the statement of the Yugoslav representative
that the Commission should consider the item at its next ses ssion on the basis of an
. mpmved draft declaraiion by Xugosfau o :

26, In summarizing the’ debate in the Worliiing Grmp, the Chairman sta ted that
Goverrments should be aaked again to oxpreéss their opinions and thet the -
_ Sub-Comminsion showld be invited o C’JE‘EET&"J upon the draft demarptlun.

27+  The’ dorklng aroup tranemits the fol lculng draft re.;olutlon to the Oommission '
on Human Rightss: ‘

'“(}ODCV} Rmhts of persons belom to national, ethnic, I‘Cllp'mLs and
llmrus.vta.u mz.nontles ]

The Comzasmn on Human ngﬂ;s,
Recalling its resolution 14(310(1"") 01‘ 26 llarch 19?8,

© Taking into ~on.,1deratmn that most {)f the Goverrments of Hember Stat vES
have mt yet submitted the comments requested by that resoluulon,

Having 'taken' cognizgence of the report of 4

1. Reguesis the Secrectary-Gemeral o to the Goverrmenis
of Hember States the relevant documents of the Thirty-fifth session oi‘
the Commission on Human Rights concerning the rights of persons
belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and
to ask those Govermnments which have not yet done so io submit their
coments on the subgect—matter for congideration by the Commission;

3 w_orkmg Group (B/CW.4/..),

il

2. Hegu “stg the Sub-Commsion on the Preveution of Discrimination
and Protestinn of Minorities o submit its opinion on the draft
declaration proposed by Yugoslavia {E/CH, 4/L.136?/Rev.1) for consideration
by the Commiasion at its thirty—mx’ch session; -

3. Decides to cansider at its thirty-aixth scasion the item
entitled "Rights of peraons belonging 4o nat;ional, ethnic, religlous
and linguistic minoritisa.”



