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1. 4* thirty-rfoiatb sessiwi, the ConBiission establi^e^d aia ijgformal vorMxig 
group, open to all its membersj to ttonaider questions connected with the drafting of 
a declaration on the ri^ts of lumbers of national, ethnic, reli^ous and linguistic 
minorities. A draft declaration on such ri^^ts which was proposed by Yugoslavia 
(E/CH.4/l».1567/Rev.l), and which meant to serve as a starting point for an 
exchan^ of views, MOS referred to the working^oue. 

2. The Cfflumisaion in its resolution 14A (XXXIV) of 6 MarcSi 1978, after having taken 
note of resolution 3 (^^} of the .Sub-C(»ni8sion on FJreventi<»i of Biscriminatiaa and 
Protection of IfLnorities of Jl August 1977 recosBending that the Gcaamission on aaman 
Ril^ts c<»i8ider drafting a declaration on the .rigî ts of members of minorities, witMn 
«je fraa»%rork of the principles set forth in article 27 of the Ititerns tional Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rle^te, and having tak^ coj^lzance of the report of the 
abov©f««ationed irerfctog group (1/CK,4/I5fi2, parage* 
S«aratexy-General to traiiasit the rele'mjt document of tihe thirtiftth sesslcm of tiie 
Sub-CoaBi8Bic»> and the thirty ̂fourth session of tte C<»acila8ic« concerning the ri#ta 
of persone beldagtng to natitmal, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities to ^e 
Gov«xm«:st8 of ttw Nsiber S^tes for their cwaMQls, and decldad to ocnslder the 
r«lm « t tton at Its thirty-fifth sessltxi. 

% At its IMr^-flftii session tiM Ck»nl88l<«i hMd Wfore It (l) cooBenta 
rnoftived from Oovela^aBta^surmant to Ccms^aaim i?«eolutlM 14^ (XXXI?) 
(SM.4A298 and Md.l): (11) the d^mft dacl»atl«i pcoBoaed at 
thirty-fourth eeaalofi by Yugoalavi* (^CB.4,'l'.1^7/ft«v,l); (ill) pwcagra^ 51 of 
the RtogranM of Aotltm of the V/orld Confermee to C<»bat Ita«l« and Bacial 
DIacriBlnatlaa {k/3^/M2), whi^^ "Tb» CGiif«r«»oe rocooamde ^ CoMlMlon <» 
j^aMw Right* to oMittoue Its att^ts to pi^pKe« an i»t«x»aUaiittl iJaatirvffi«)t foif th« 
ppotaotlon of t*» eights of pAtftms tailangl^ to iitoo»ltl«»*i (iv) • wlttM 
•tattnmit •ubalttad fegr ttw Kliiorl^ U^U (kemp (W^»4/^f^%)» • 
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' 4. The Conani-ssion et its thirtjr-fifth session set up an open-enĉ ed T.'orkin'~ gxoujj 
• to consider this setter further the group held neetings on 6 anc 9 V^rch 1979. • 

5. The meeting elected 'r. I. Tosevski (luroslrvi?.) as its Chairaarj-Rapporteurv 

6. At. the first meetino: the representative of Austria si'ig/jested that the only holy 
q-ualified to do basic work on the draft declaration on the rights cf persons 
belonging to national,'ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities was the 
Sub-Conrmission on Prevention cf Discrimination end Protection of llinorities, whichj 
should be entrusted with thds task. i 

7. The observer for Jordan •̂ jnderlined that it would be dangerous xo put stress on 
differences between-national and other groups instead of tr;;,'-ing to hi-'nuonise their 
relations. • ' i 

8. The representative cf !T'-n;ay drew attention to the differences in definition 'of 
indigenous .populations and persons belonging to notional; ethnic; religious and 
linguistic minorities, iinother docunent was being elaborated on indigenous 
populations, ; 

• • ! 
^, The representative of Cyprus warned against the misuse of the principle of the• 
protection of minorities, which can. undermine the national lonity of states. l 

10. The observer for Greece supported the proposal made by ..ustria according to 1 
which'the 'iub-Conmission should elaborate a new draft declaration that could be i 
accepted by all ilember otates. ohe referred to the reply of her Govnmp.ent and ' 
stated that the eleven answers received froiT: Goverrrments were not sufficient forj 
such an important declarstion. ne\T conmunication should be Birnt to Government's so 
xhat they could be given the opportunity of studying the documents and subrnittirfg 
their proposals to the 'jecretary-General. 

I 
11. The representative of Uigcrip stressed that the first article of the draft; 
declaration proposed by Yugoslavia should contain a definition of ''minorities".! It 
was also necessary to take into account the third article so that the measures/taken 
to enable the national, ethnic, religiousj rinn linguistic minorities to developj 
their -culture, education artd language would not ".ajdermine the territorial intel3;r.it3'' 
of the countries in ouection. - I 

12. The representative of Bulgaria said that the Charter of the United Nations did 
not fiont^-in any reference to the-sights of persons belonging to minorities. They 
were only aen.tioned in article '17 V tjie International Covenant on Civil snd 
Political Flifhta. This article leiSA down ''the rights of peroons'' and hot of 
comatinittes. The Intemational Cov^ant on Civil and Political Rigjits had only been 
ratified by e -third of the Member Stltes. Therefore the proposed declaration could 
only be acceptable if it were hBsaiKon the Charter of the United Hations.s 
article of the Interaational Covenant on Civil and lolltlcal Ili^tB and the 
Interaationfl Convention on the Kllnination of All Forms of Racial Diocrimination. 
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13. TiiQ observer for Il8,o.a5asca..r pointed out that the thirc' line o f the third article 
of th^i__^3?a#*-4cclarr,tion proposed yxî -oslavia isho-ald jr̂ sac' ''to tsJcs t i cacurcs 
according to imtional le/̂ rislation", 

14. The rcproBent4.tive of Iraq strftcceii lliat the.protection o f persons "beLon^lr^j' to 
minorities conbtitutec! part of a Eore general principle o f pa^hihition of 
f! i scriuiination. 

15. At the secoHjJ aeetine: the representative of Austria caitl tiiat there'ircrc soric 
principlco t.'hich 'Ĵ re not e:q)re3Gce clearly enough in the ["iraft declaration proposco 
by Y\i^-6rjlavia. It i.'ac necessary to coricicier the t*ifforont foras of cclf-detcrnins.tion, 
that are defined in UniLod ITationc clocuvaentr, ir̂  orccr to applj' then to ninorities. 
Cknocidc and 3:q)ulsion should he also conf'cnncd in the docuncnt, GovornaentG, 
non-/̂ -overrmcntal or=gani'j;ation3 and the Suh-Comnicolon should "be invited to c::press 
their opinions-. _ . 

16. The representative of India a^Teea idth the proposal made by t]ie representative 
of Austria according to j/Mdh the Sulj-Comission should express its opinion on the 
draft declaration. Governments sliould also be encouraged to submt their coments. 

17. The observer for the United Kiis^on felt that tlae first three articles of the 
draft declaration ̂ rerc inprociso. It should be talten into consideration that 
article 27 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Gpealts cf the rights of 
"ethnic, reli<7ious and lin̂ 'ruiEtic tainoritios" and not of the rights of "national 
minorities". 

18. The representative of Hiccria t̂ aintained t]:at the ri^ht of solf-detcrcaination 
should not be confused \T±th minority ri.̂ htr.. A nê r definition of tMs basic question 
should be considor.ed in the light of the answers froti Govemaents. 

19. Tlic representative of Austria stated his point of viov on self-determination, 
^fhich m o based on the report by Ik-, Crislescu. Tlic important aspect vas tJiat of 
autonoiay of minorities. • 

20. The representative of Cyprus suĝ 'rosted that the right of aimritico "to participate 
on an oqiiitable basis", referred to in article 3 of the draft declaration, should be 
clarified, ond a coiaplote definition should bo ̂ von to" '?equitable b a s i s " . In 
article 4 the tneaninc of "territorial intc^Trity- isliould also be considered. 

21. Tho representative of the USSR did ix)t acs'eoci to the misirestion made by the 
representative of Austria tlmt the opinions of non-̂ everraffl:>ntal oreanizatlons should 
be aslrsd. He also supper tod ti-.e vio',»s of Hie representative of iRdia. 

22. Tko reprcaentstivo of lligoria atressod tliat such Maoritios as the \4iite 
ainority in southern Afi-ica should i»t be ellotrad to be in a pOBition of dooinitnec. 

23. the ropreBcntative of Tu^alavia said that his Govsrtsaont i«5uld make further 
efforts to iB^rovo tho draft aeelaration for its esneideration at tho thir^'-siJith 
nsasiott of the Oomission, follotfinf tho su^oatione fttW pit̂ poaala oade by Govertawftti. 
The doclamtion eteuld contribute to the development of friendly relations aaoivj 
countriea, ospecially nat#bourin^ oauntriea, based on t̂ he principlee of ssvcroicpsty 
ani towitorial Inte^ty, 'Ae obsorvancc of Its prlnctpl«a ^©uld prevent the use of 
the minorities j;ue8tlon for oncourftcement of aeparatljjt^onc'enciea, and m\xM 
contribute as uell to tiie^oatcr nocial hsoiaony and political atabilit;}' of oocictica 
\ihers minorities U»o. Onl̂ * the bBi5lc prlnctpkie ohoulA be included in iiie dbcuraent 
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and it would be up to Governments and to national legislation to decide wliich 
further measures should be considered to ensure the rights of minorities. 
Article 3 of the draft declaration uas a preliminaiy proposd.1 for an international 
legal standard concerr4ng the rights of persons belonging to^etlmic, national'V̂ ^ . 
Iii3guistic and religious minorities. 

24»- Kie representative of Iraq said that a difference, should be made bet̂ -jeen the 
rights of minorities ai^ the right to self-detenaination. Sesolution I 5 1 4 (XV) of 
the General Assembly referred only to peoples under colonial domination, while the 
protection of minorities was applicable to all countries"where" minorities existed, 

25.. The observer for Turkey supported the statement of the Yi^oslav reprosentetive 
that the Commission should consider the item at its next session on the basis of sui 
impixsved draft declaration' by Yugoslavia. 

2.6. In summarizing the debate in the Working-Group, the'Chairman stated that 
Govemnents, should be asked again to express their'opinions and tliat the 
Sub-C-OTOission should be invited t o coEment upon the dx-aft deoiaration.' 

27. Thel/orfcing Group tmnsmits the following draft resolution to the Commission 
on HiBBan Rights: 

• . ' ' ' • 

•"(XXXV) Rights ox persons belonging to nationals ethnic, religious and 
linguistic minorities 

The Cocanission'on Hvinan Rights. 

Recalling its resolution 14(XXXIV) of 26 Ilarch 1978, 
Taking into consideration that asost of the Governments of I'lember States 

have not yet suboiitted the comments requested by that resolution, 

Having taken- cognizance of the report of t}ie V/orking Group (E/Clf.V«')» 

1. fequeats the Secretary-General to the Goverr^ents 
of Keober States the relevant docuaents of theffiirty-fifth session of 
the Cooaaission on Human Rights concerning the rights of persons 
belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and 
U> ask thmm Goveriasents ̂ drfoh have not ^ t done so to autait their 
cedents on the subject-raatter for consideration by th-3 Commissionj 

2. R^uggts the Sub-Co^ission on ttis Prevention of Discriiaination 
and Protection of Minorities to sabBiit its opinion on th© draft 
declaration piopoged by Yugoalavia (B/CH,4A.1367/Bev.l) for consideration 
by the Cooaiaaion at its thirty-sixth session| 

3. Ĵ cidftg to consider at ita thirty-slitfch scaaion the it« 
entitled "Eights of persona belonging to. natioiml, ethnic, rsli^i^ua 
and iineuigtic fflinoritiea." 


