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RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

(As approved Clt the twenty~secondmeeting of its first session,
23 April 19471

I. SESSIONS

Rule 1

The Trusteeship Council shall meet in two regular sessions each year..
The first of such sessions shall be convened during the latter half of TUl1C

and the second shall be convened during the latter half of November..

Rule 2

Special sessions shall be held as and where occasion may require, by
decision of the Trusteeship Council, or at the request of a majority of its
members, or at the request of the General Assembly, or at the request of
the Security Council acting in pursuance of the relevant provisions of the
Charter.

Rule 3

A request for a special session may be made by any member of the
Trusteeship Council and shall be addressed to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, who without delay shall communicate the request to the
other members of the Trusteeship Council. On notification by the Secretary
General that the majority of the members have concurred, the President
of the Trusteeship Council shall request the Secretary-General to call a,
special session.

Rule 4

The President of the Trusteeship Council shall notify the members
of the Council of the date and place of the first meeting of each session
through the Secretary-General. Sueh notification, as a rule, shall be given
at least thirty days in advance of the date of the session. Notifications shall
also be addressed to the Security Council, to the Economic and Social
Council, to such Members of the United Nations as have proposed an item
for the agenda, and to such of the specialized agencies as may attend and
participate in the meetings of the Trusteeship Council under the terms of
the agreements with the United Nations.

Rule 5

A request for an alteration of the date of a regular session may be
made by any member of the Trusteeship Council or the Secretary-General
and shall be dealt with by a procedure similar to that provided in Rule 3
for a request for a special session.

5
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Rule 6
Each session shall be held at the seat of the United Nations, unless in

pursuance of a previous decision of the Trust~eship.Council or at the request
of a majority of its members another place IS d:sIgnate~. A request for a
place of meeting other than the seat of the Umted NatIOns may be made
by any member of the Trusteeship Council or by the Secretary-General
and shall be dealt with by a procedure similar to that provided in Rule 3
for a request for a special session,

Rule 7
The Trusteeship Council may decide at any session toadjoum tern·

porarily and resume its meetings at a later date.

n. AGENDA

Rule 8
The provisional agenda for each session of the Trusteeship Council

shall be drawn up by the Secretary-General in consultation with the Presi·
dent and shall be communicated to the members and to the specialized
agencies referred to in Rule 4 together with the notice summoning the
Council.

Rule 9
The provisional agenda shall include consideration of:

(a) such annual reports and other documents as may have been
submitted by the Administering Authorities;

(b) sueh petitions as may have been presented, a list of which
shall be attached;

(c) arrangements for and reports on visits to Trust Territories;
(d) all items proposed by the Trusteeship Council at a previous

session;
(e) all items proposed by any Member of the United Nations'

, (0 all items pr?posed by ~he General Assembly, the Secu;ity
CouncIl, the ECOn?mIC and Social Council, or a specialized agency
under the terms of Its agreement with the United Nations' and
" (g) all items or reports which the President or the Secretary-
General may deem necessary to put before the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 10
. 'I,'he fi~st item on the provisional agenda of any meeting of the Trustee

ship ~,~)~nClI shall be the adoption of the agenda. The Trusteeship Council
may, IC\ Ise the agenda and may, as appropriate add defer or delete items
Durm.g any speci~l session priority shall be gi~en t~ the consideration of'
those Items for wInch the session has been called.

HI. REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS
Rule 11

Each member of the Trusteesh' C 'I h 11 ' ,. rf' d . ,Ip ounCI sa. deSIgnate one specIally
qUell le person to represent It therein,

6
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deliberations in the circumstances
between the United Nations and the

RI
1. The credentials of represen
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Rule 12

Members of the United Nations which are not members of the Trustee
ship Council but which have proposed items on the agenda of that Council,
shall be invited to have present at the appropriate meetings of the Council}
representatives who shall be entitled to participate, without vote} in the
deliberations on those items.

Rule 13
Representatives of specialized agencies shall be invited to attend meet

ings of the Trusteeship Council and to participate, without vote, in its
deliberations in the circumstances indicated in the respective agreements
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies.

Rule 14
1. The credentials of representatives on the Trusteeship Council shall

normally be communicated to the Secretary-General not less than twenty
four hours before the meeting at which the representatives will take their
seats, The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of the State or
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the respective member Governments.

2. The credentials shall be examined by the Secretary-General who
shall submit a report thereon to the Trusteeship Council for approval.

Rule 15

1. Any Member of the United Nations not a member of the Trustee
ship Council, when invited to participate in a meeting or meetings of the
Council, shall submit credentials for the representative appointed by it for
this purpose in the same manner as provided in Rule 14. The credentials
of such a representative shall be communicated to the Secretary-General
not less than twenty-four hours before the first meeting which he is to
attend.

2. The credentials of representatives referred to in the paragraph
immediately preceding and of any representatives appointed in accordance
with Rule 74 shall be examined by the Secretary-General who sball submit
a report to the Trusteeship Council for approval.

Rule 16
The credentials of represcntatives_ of specialized agencies which have

been invited to at~end meetings of the Trusteeship Council in pursuance of
Rule 13 shall be Issued by the competent officer of each such specialized
agency and shall be subject to the same procedure as defined in Rule 14.

Rule 17

Pen~ing the ~ecision on the credentials of a l'epresentative on the
TrusteeshIp Councll} such representative shall be seated provisionally and
shall enjoy the same rights as he would have if his Cl'edentials were found
to be in good order.

Rule 6
be held at the seat of the United Nations, unIts!,
decision of the Trusteeship Council or at the I'e<jll:

Il1bers another place is designated. A request {(If
than the seat of the United Nations may bel1lll
Trusteeship Council or by the Secretary-Gellfl:
by a procedure similar to that provided in R~

al session.
Rule 7

ouncil may decide at any session to ,adjourn 1tI
rllt:etings at a later date.

II.AGENDA
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------
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Rule 18

Each representative on the Trusteeship Council may be accompanied
such alternates and advisors as he may require. An alternate or an
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advisor may act as a representative when so designated by the representa
tive.

IV. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT

Rule 19
The Trusteeship Council, by secret and separate ballots, shall elect,

at the beginning of its regular session in June, a President and a Vice-Presi
dent from among the representatives of the members of the Trusteeship
Council.

Rule 20
The President and Vice-President shall hold office until their respective

successors are elected, and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

Rule 21
In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall act as Presi

dent. In the event that the President for any reason is no longer able to
act in that capacity, the Vice-President shall serve as President during the
unexpired term. In both cases the Vice-President shall have the same
powers and duties as the President.

Rule 22
The President may appoint one of his alternates or advisors to partici

pate in the proceedings and to vote in the Trusteeship Council. In such a
case the President shall not exercise his right to vote.

V. SECRETARIAT

Rule 23
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity at the meetings of the

Trusteeship Council and of its committees, sub-committees and such sub·
sidiary bodies as may be established by it. The Secretary-General may
authorize a deputy to act in his place.

Rule 24
The Secretary-General shall transmit to the members of the Trustee

ship Council all communications which may be addressed to the Council
from .Members and organs of the United Nations and from specialized
agencIes. The Secretary-General shall also call to the attention of the
Cou~cil c~mmunicatio~ ~rom either sources, except those which are
malllfcstly mconsequentlal, If they relate to the activities of the Trusteeship
Council.

Rule 25
The Sec~etary-Ge~cral shall provide and direct the staff required by·

the !:usteeshlp Go~ncll and such committees, sub-committees and other
subsldmry bodIes as It may establish.

Rule 26
'1 Th~ Secretary-Ge~cr~l,. or his deputy acting on his behalf, may
,t any tlme, upon the lllvltatlOn of the President or of the chairman of a

8
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committee or a subsidiary body of the Tru: I

written statements concerning any question

Rule 27

The Secretary-General shall be resp
arrangements for meetings and other activi1
its committees, sub-committees and subsid

VI. LANGUAC I

Rule 28
Chinese, English, French, Russian ar I

languages. English and French shall be
Trusteeship Council.

Rule 29
Speeches made in one of the workil1J

into the other working language.
Rule 30

Speeches made in any of the other
interpreted into both working languages.

Rule 31

Any representative may speak in a I
languages. In such case, he shall himsel
one of the working languages. Interpr
language by an interpreter of the Secretari
tation given in the first working language

Rule 32

Verbatim records of meetings of t1
drawn up in the working languages. A tr I

any verbatim record into any of the c
furnished if requested by any representat:

Rule 33

The official records and the Journal
be issued in the working languages.

Rule 34

All resolutions of the Trusteeship I

in the official languages. Other dOCUffi(

shall be made available in any of the of
representatives of members of the Counc

Rule 3t

Documents of the Trusteeship Goun, I

so decides, be published in any language
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liar session in June, a PresIdent and a Vice·P,~
Iresentatives of the members of the Trusteei
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:e-President shall hold office until their respeci
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President, the Vice-President shall act as Pr~
e President for any reason is no longer abler
ice-President shall serve as President during fr

cases the Vice-President shall have the s~
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Rule 22
point one of his alternates or advisors to partJ~
1 to vote in the Trusteeship Council. In SUeD!'

: exercise his right to vote.

V. SECRETARIAT
Rule 23

shall act in that capacity at the meetings 011IL;
f its committees, sub-committees and such sue
~stablished by it. The Secretary-General ml
hisplace.'

Rule 24
shall transmit to the members of the TrWltfr

itions which may be addressed to the Caund
of the United Nations and from specializ~

eneral ,shall also call to the attention of t~
rom other sources, except those which an
f they relate to the activities of the Trusteeshir

Rule 25

shall provide .and direct the staff required~,
cl su~h commIttees, sub-committees and atbe
:stabhsh.

Rule 26

, .or his deputy acting on his behalf mar
.tlOn of the President or of the chairma~ of;

a

committee or a subsidiary body of the Trusteeship Council, make oral or
written statements concerning any question under consideration.

Rule 27

The Secretary-General shall be responsible for all the necessary
arrangements for meetings and other activities of the Trusteeship Oouncil,
its committees, sub-committees and subsidiary bodies.

VI. LANGUAGES

Rule 28
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official

languages. English and French shall be the working languages of the
Trusteeship Council.

Rule 29
Speeches made in onc of the working languages shall be interpreted

into the other working language.
Rule 30

Speeches made in any of the other three official languages shall be
interpreted into both working languages.

Rule 31

Any representativl'; may speak in a language other than the official
languages. In such case, he shall himself provide for interpretation into
one of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working
language by an interpreter of the Secretariat may be based on the interpre-

. tation given in the first working language.

Rule 32

Verbatim records of meetings of the Trusteeship Council shall be
drawn up in the working languages. A translation of the whole or part of
any verbatim record into any of the other official languages shall be
furnished if requested by any representative in the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 33

The official records and the Journal of the Trusteeship Council shall
be issued in the working languages.

Rule 34

All resolutions of the Trusteeship Council shall be made available
in the official languages. Other documents originating with the Council
shall be made available in any of the official languages at the request of
representatives of members of the CounciL

Rule 35

Documents of the Trusteeship Council shall, if the Trusteeship Oouncil
50 decides, be published in any language other than the official languages.

9
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Rule
~~. In additio~"to'~~erci~i~g'the'po
elsewhere by these rules, the President
of each meeting, direct the discussioJ

X. CONDUCT
Rule

At any meeting of the Trusteeshi
shall constitute a quorum.

Rule ~

The verbatim records of all public
pared by the Secretariat. They shall be
within twenty-four hours of the end of
who have participated in the meetings

Rule
The representatives who have p

within two working days after the di:
inform the Secretary-General of any Cl

Corrections that have been requested s
the President is of the opinion that tt
submitted to the Trusteeship Council f(

Rule
The verbatim records of public

corrections have been requested or wl
ance with Rule 47 shall be conside
Trusteeship Council. The official re
published by the Secretariat as prom
to the Members of the United Nati(
referred to in Rule 4.

Rule
The official records of private me

Members of the United Nations, excel
make public the records of any priva
such conditions as it may decide. W
areas the Administering Authority cor
Council to confine their avail~bilit)

Councils. '

bodies shall be held in public, unless th
cerned decides that circumstances requir

Rule 01

At the close of private meetings, a:
ship Council shall issue a communique t

IX. RECC

VIII. PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS
Rule 44

The meetings of the Trusteeship Council and of all of its subsidiary

VII. VOTING

Rule 36
Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall have one vote.

Rule 37
Decisions or recommendations of the Trusteeship Council shall be

made by a majority of the members present and voting. Members 'Yha
abstain in particular votes shall not in those instances be counted as votmg.

Rule 38
If a vote other than for an election is equally divided, a second vote

shall be taken at the next meeting or, by decision of the Trus.teeship ~o~nc~,
following a brief recess. Unless at the second vote there IS a maJonty m
favour of the proposal, it shall be deemed to be lost.

Rule 39
The Trusteeship Council shall vote by show of hands except that,

before a vote is taken, any representative of a member may request a roll·
call, which shall then be taken in the English alphabetical order of the
names of the members of the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 40
The vote of each member participating in any roll-call shall be inserted

in the record.
Rule 41

All elections and all decisions relating to the tenure of office of an
individual shall be taken by secret ballot.

Rule 42
. When only one person or member is to be elected and no candidate

obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be
taken, which shall be confined to the two candidates obtaining the largest
11umber of votes. If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, the
President shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots.

Rule 43
When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under

the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot the
majority required shall be elected. If the number of candidates obtaining
such majority is less than the number of persons or members to be elected,
there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting
being restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in
the previous ballot, the number of candidates being not more than twice
as many as the places remaining to be filled.

10 1
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10

bodies shall be held in public, unless the Council or subsidiary body con~

cerned decides that circumstances require that meetings be held in private.

Rule 45

At the close of private meetings, as may be appropriate, the Trustee.
ship Council shall issue a communique through the Secretary-General.

IX. RECORDS

Rule 46

The verbatim records of all public and private meetings shall be pre
pared by the Secretariat. They shall be made available in so far as possible
within twenty-four hours of the end of the meetings to the representatives
who have participated in the meetings.

Rule 47

The representatives who have participated in the meetings shall,
within two working days after the distribution of the verbatim records,
inform the Secretary-General of any corrections they wish to have made.
Corrections that have been requested shall be considered approved, unless
the President is of the opinion that they are sufficiently important to be
submitted to the Trusteeship Council for approval.

Rule 48
The verbatim records of public and private meetings in which no

corrections have been requested or which have been corrected in accord
ance with Rule 47 shall be considered as the official records of the
Trusteeship Council. The official records of public meetings shall be
published by the Secretariat as promptly as possible and communicated
to the Members of the United Nations and to the specialized agencies
referred to in Rule 4.

Rule 49
The official records of private meetings shall be accessible only to the

Members of the United Nations, except that the Trusteeship Council may
make public the records of any private meeting at such time and under
such conditions as it may decide. When such records relate to strategic
areas the Administering Authority concerned may request the Trusteeship
Council to confine their availability to the Trusteeship and Security
Councils. .

X. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
Rule 50

At any meeting of the Trusteeship Council two-thirds of the members
shall constitute a quorum.

Rule 51
~~. In additio~" to~~ercisi;-ithe'po;e;;"~hi~h"-ar~;o~f~~'"him
elsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing
of each meeting, direct the discussions, ensure observance of the rules of

11
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procedure, accord the righ.t to speak, put questions and announce decisions.
Subject to the rules of procedure, he shall have complete control of the
proceedings of any meeting. The President, acting under the authority of
the Trusteeship Council, shall represent it as an organ of the United
Nations.

Rule 52

Whenever the PresLdent of the Trusteeship Council deems that for the
proper fulfilment of the responsibilities of the presidency he should not
preside over the Trusteeship Council during the consideration of a question
with which the member he represents is directly connected, and in particu
lar when annual reports and petitions relating to a Trust Territory of
which the member he represents is the Administering Authority, are under
consideration, he shall indicate his decision to the Trusteeship Council. The
presidency shall then devolve for the purpose of the consideration of that
question upon the Vice-President.

Rule 53
No representative may address the Trusteeship Council without having

. previously obtained the permission of the President. The President shall
call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak.
The chairman of a subsidiary body, or a rapporteur, or the Secretary
General, however, may be accorded precedence. The President may call
a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subject under
discussion.

. Rule 54
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise, to a

point of order and the point of order shall be immediately decided by the
President, in accordance with the rules of procedure.

Rule 55
A representative may appeal from any ruling of the President. The

appeal shall be put to the vote without discussion.

Rule 56
1. The following motions shall have precedence in the order named

over all resolutions or other motions relative to the subject before the
meeting:

(a) to suspend the meeting;
(b) to adjourn the meeting; I
(c) to adjourn the meeting to a certain day or hour; ':.'.
(d) for the closure of the debate on any motion or draft resolu- .

tion, including amendments thereto, or on any amendment or amend- I.·.....

ments to a motion or draft resolution;
(e) to limit the time allowed to each speaker; .
(f) to refer any matter to a committee, to the Secretary-General

or to a rapporteur;

12

(g) to postpone discussion of the q
indefinitely; or

(h) to amend.
2. Any motion for the suspensiori or for t

meeting shall be decided without debate.
3. A motion for closure of debate on a

shall not be considered by the Trusteeship COUl
shall have had the opportunity to speak on tha
Debate on a motion for closure of debate sha
for each side.

Rule 57
Reports, resolutions and other substanti

shall be introduced in writing and handed to
Secretary-General shall, to the extent possil
representatives twenty-four hours in advance (
are to be considered. The Trusteeship Coun
the consideration of resolutions and other suI
ments, the copies of which have not been cif!
advance.

Rule 58
Resolutions and other motions or amendn

tives of members on the Trusteeship Council IT.

having been seconded.
Rule 59

1. Resolutions, motions or amendments
representative who introduced them at any t:

2. In a case where a representative wit
or amendment prior to the vote, any other r,
ship Council may require that it be put to the
or amendment under the same cbnditions as •
withdrawn it.

Rule 60
Parts of a report, resolution, other me

voted on separately at the request of a repr
will of the Trusteeship Council. The propo:
a whole.

Rule 61

A proposal to add to or delete from or
resolution or a motion shall be considered as
ment shall be voted on first and if it is adopt
motion shall then be voted on.

Rule 62

If two or more amendments are move
motion, the President shall first put to the

13
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letitions relating to a Trust Territory 01
is the Administering Authority, are under,

is decision to the Trusteeship Council. The
~ the purpose of the consideration of that
t.

Rule 53
~ss the Trusteeship Council without having}
on of the President. The President shall,'
n which they signify their desire to speak.'
Jody, or a rapporteur, or the Secretary' .
'ded precedence. The President may call,
ks are not relevant to the subject under·

Rule S4
Y matter, a representative may rise, toa
Irder shall be immediately decided by the
rules of procedure.

Rule 55
1 from any ruling of the President. The ..
thout discussion.

Rule 56
all have precedence in the order named
,tions relative to the subject before the

~ting;

ting;
ting to a certain day or hour;
le debate on any motion or draft resolu·
hereto, or on any amendment or amend·;
solution;
Jwed to each speaker; ,
~o a committee, to the Secretary-Gener21
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(g) to postpone discussion of the question to a certain day or
indefinitely; or

(h) to amend.
2. Any motion for the suspension or for the simple adjournment of a

meeting shall be decided without debate.
3. A motion for closure of debate on a resolution or other motion

shall not be considered by the Trusteeship Council unti~ each representa~ive
shall have had the opportunity to speak on that resolutlOn or other motIOn.
Debate on a motion for closure of debate shall be limited to one speaker
for each side.

Rule 57
Reports, resolutions and other substantive motions or amendments

shall be introduced in writing and handed to the Secretary-General. The
Secretary-General shall, to the extent possible, circulate copies to the
representatives twenty-four hours in advance of the meeting at which they
are to be considered. The Trusteeship Council may decide to postpone
the consideration of resolutions and other substantive motions or amend
ments, the copies of which have not been circulated twenty-four hours in
advance.

Rule 58
Resolutions and other motions or amendments proposed by representa

tives of members on the Trusteeship Council may be put to the vote without
having been seconded.

Rule 59
1. Resolutions, motions or amendments may be withdrawn by the

representative who introduced them at any time prior to the vote.
2. In a case where a representative withdraws a resolution, motion

or amendment prior to the vote, any other representative on the Trustee
ship Council may require that it be put to the vote as his resolution, motion
or amendment under the same cbnditions as if the original mover had not
withdrawn it. '

Rule 60
Parts of a report, resolution, other motion or amendment may be

voted on separately at the request of a representative and subject to the
will of the Trusteeship Council. The proposal shall then be voted on as
a whole.

Rule 61
A proposal to add to or delete from or otherwise revise a part of a

resolution or a motion shall be considered as an amendment. An amend
ment shall be voted on fh'st and if it is adopted, the amended resolution or
motion shall then be voted on.

Rule 62

If two or more amendments are moved to a resolution or another
motion, the President shall first put to the vote the amendment furthest
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XIII. ANNUAL REPORTS OF ADJVf J:'i
Rule 7'2

1. The annual report of an Ad:rnini tc
basis of the questionnaire formulated _b~ tJ
submitted to the Secretary~General W1thl 1

tion of the year to which it refers,.. •
2. Each report of an Adm~nIster1n.~ p

the Trusteeship Council at the fIrst regul tr
of six weeks from the receipt of the repc ~t

3. The Secretary~Generalshall tran 111

the members of the Trusteeship Council.
Rule 7:

The Administering Authorities shuJ
four hundred copies of each reJ:>ort for
such report shall at the same tune be: ;:11

Authority to the members of the Trustee hi
ing the work of the Council.

XIV. EXAMINATION C> F A
Rule 7 J

In the examination of all annual 'C]

ity concerned shall be entitled to ?esig ,ll.'

representative who should be well lufor ne

Rule 70

When in accordance with Article g! tl
Council c~nsiders it appropriate to av~l...; I

Economic and Social Council or of any ;;( ~(
cion of questionnaires, the President of t ;-1
mit through the Secretary-General to t~e, c;,(

tq the specialized agency concerned t ~o.. ~
with regard to which its advice may be desI ~l

i Rule 71

1. The questionnaire .shaIl be COrTiI1 tl
Authority at least six months before t 1.{ (

by the first annual report, and shall re tn
renewal, from year to year.

2. Any subsequent modifications
Administering Authority concerne~ at I.1\:
fixed for the presentation of the fIrst an ItI
on the modified questionnaire.

Rule 69

The Trusteeship Council may rnodif)
tion.

removed in substance from the resolution or motion and then the amend
ment next furthest removed, and so on, until all the amendments have
been voted upon or an amendment has been approved which, in the
opinion of the Trusteeship Council, makes voting on the remaining
amendments unnecessary.

Rule 63
If two or more resolutions or other motions relating to an original

proposal are introduced, the President shall first put to the vote the resolu
tion or motion furthest removed in substance from the original proposlll.
If that resolution or motion is rejected, the President shall put to the vote
the resolution 0); motion next furthest removed, and so on, until either all
the resolutions or motions have been put to a vote or one or more of them
has been adopted, which in the opinion of the Trusteeship Council makes
voting on the remaining proposals unnecessary.

Rule 64
A statement of minority views may be appended to a report or recom

mendation of the Trusteeship Council at the request of any member.

Rule 65
No resolution involving expenditure from United Nations funds shall

be approved by the Trusteeship Council unless the Trusteeship Council
~as before it a report from the Secretary-General on the financial implica
tIOns of the proposal, together with an estimate of the costs involved in the
specific proposal.

U h XII. QU~~;::~~NAIRES f.

po~ t e c01:ning into effect of each Trusteeship agreement, the ,
Trust~eshhlP Cohunhcll shall transmit to the Administering Authority con- I....
cerne , t r0l;1g t e Secretary-General, such questionnaire as it shall have •
formula.ted, m. accordance w:th Article 88 of the Charter, on the political,
economIc, .soem! and educatIOnal advancement of the inhabitants of the
Trust Temtory mvolved.

XI. COMMITTEES AND RAPPORTEURS
Rule 66

The Trusteeship Council may set up such committees as it deems
necessary, define their composition and their terms of reference and refer
to them any q~estions ~n th~ agenda for study and report. The ~ommittees
may be authonzed to SIt whIle the Trusteeship Council is not in session.

Rule 67
The procedure set forth in Rules 28 to 31 36 to 38 and 51 to 63

i~clus~ve, shall ~pply to proceedings of committee~ of the Tr~steeship Coun
CIl. 1 he commIttees may decide upon the form of the records and adopt
such other rules of procedure as may be necessary.
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Rule 68
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}eneral, such questionnaire as it shall hall

Article 88 of the Charter, on the politic~
lal advancement of the inhabitants of t~!:
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Rule 69
The Trusteeship Council may modify the questionnaires at its discre

tion.
Rule 70

When, in accordance with Article 91 of the Charter, the Trusteeship
Council considers it appropriate to avail itself of the assistance of the
Economic and Social Council or of any specialized agency in the prepara
tion of questionnaires, the President of the Trusteeship Council shall trans
mit through the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social Council or
to the specialized agency concerned those sections of the questionnaires
with regard to which its advice may be desired.

i Rule 71
1. The questionnaire shall be communicated to each Administering

Authority at least six months before the expiration of the year covered
by the first annual report, and shall remain in force, without specific
renewal, from year to year.

2. Any subsequent modifications shall be communicated to the
Administering Authority concerned at least six months before the date
fixed for the presentation of the first annual report which is to be based
on the modified questionnaire.

XIII. ANNUAL REPORTS OF ADMINISTERING AUTHORITIES
Rule 72

I. The annual report of an Administering Authority prepared on the
basis of the questionnaire formulated by the Trusteeship Council shall be
submitted to the Secretary-General within four months from the termina
tion of the year to which it refers.

2. Each report of an Administering Authority shall be considered by
the Trusteeship Council at the first regular session following the expiration
of six weeks from the receipt of the report by the Secretary-General.

3. The Secretary-General shall transmit these reports without delay to
the members of the Trusteeship CounciL

Rule 73
The Administering Authorities shall furnish to the Secretary-General

four hundred copies of each report for a Trust Territory. Copies of each
such report shall at the same time be sent directly by the Administering
Authority to the members of the Trusteeship Council as a means of expedit
ing the work of the Council.

XIV. EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS
Rule 74

In the examination of all annual reports the Administering Author
ity concerned shall be entitled to designate and to have present a special
representative who should be well informed on the territory involved.
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Rule 75
The special representative of the Admini~terin~ Authority may par

ticipate without vote in the examination ~nd dlSCUSSlO?- of. a report, except
in a discussion directed to specific conclUSIOns concernmg It.

XV. PETITIONS
Rule 76

Petitions may be accepted and examined by t~e ~rusteeship COUl;cil
if they concern the affairs of o.ne or more Tr~st Tern~orles or the operatIOn
of the International TrusteeshIp System as laid down In the Char~er, except
that with respect to petitions relating to a strategic area the functions of the
Trusteeship Council shall be governed by Article 83 of the Charter and the
terms of the relevant Trusteeship agreements.

Rule 77
Petitioners may be inhabitants of Trust Territories or other parties.

Rule 78
. Petitions may be presented in writing in accordance with Rules 79

to 86, or orally in accordance with Rules 87 to 91.

Rule 79

A written petition may be in the form of a letter, telegram, memorar:
dum or other document concerning the affairs of one or more Trust Tern
tories or the operation of the International Trusteeship System as laid down
in the Charter.

Rule 80

The Trusteeship Council may hear oral presentations in support or
elaboration of a previously submitted written petition. Oral presentations
shaH be confined to the subject-matter of the petition as stated in writing
by the petitioners. The Trusteeship Council, in exceptional cases, may also
hear orally petitions· which have not been previously submitted in writing,
provided that the· Trusteeship Council and the Administering Authority
concerned have been previously informed with regard to their subject
matter.

y Rule 81

Normally petitions shall be considered inadmissible if they are directed
against judgments of competent courts of the Administering Authority or
if they lay before the Council a dispute with which the courts have com
petence to deal. This rule shall not be interpreted so as to prevent con
sideration by the Trusteeship Council of petitions against legislation on the
grounds of its incompatibility with the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations or of the Trusteeship agreement, irrespective of whether
decisions on cases arising under such legislation have previously been given
by the courts of the Administering Authority.
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Rule 82

Written petitions may be addressed d
or may be transmitted to him through the j

Rule 83
Written petitions submitted to the Ad

mission shall be communicated promptly t<
without comments by the Administering At
an indication that such comments will follo"

Rule 84

Representatives of the Trustees?ip C?< I

to Trust Territories or on other offinal mlS
may accept written petitions, subject to sue
received from the Trusteeship Council. Pei
mitted promptly to the Secretary-Gener.a~

of the Council. A copy of each such petl~ll

competent local authority. Any obs~~vatio I

tives may wish to make on the petltlOns,
representative of the Administering Auth
Trusteeship Council.

Rule 85

The Secretary-General shall circulate I

Trusteeship Council all written petitions I I

tions relating to a strategic area with respl
Trusteeship Council shall be governed b~

the terms of the relevant Trusteeship agre,

Rule 86

1. Written petitions will normally be .
session provided that t?ey sha;ll have bee
Authority concerned eIther dIrectly or t]
least two months before the date of the ne

2. Any observations on petitions wt.
desires to have circulated to members of
wherever possible, be transm~tted to the
fourteen days before the openmg of the se
be considered.

3. The date of receipt of a petition: I

(a) in respect o.f a petition
Administering Authonty, the date < I

by the competent local a;u~hor~ty in
Government of the Admmlstermg A

( b) in respect of a petition X:O
tering Authority, the date on WhlC
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Rule 75"
ative of the Administering Authority may par·
~ examination and discussion of a report, except •..
specific conclusions concerning it. .

XV. PETITIONS
Rule 76

pted and examined by the Trusteeship Council
,f one or more Trust Territories or the operation
~ship System as laid down in the Charter, except
s relating to a strategic area the functions of the
~ governed by Article 83 of the Charter and the
:eship agreements.

Rule 77
lbitants of Trust Territories or other parties.

Rule 78
:nted in writing in accordance with Rules 79
:e with Rules 87 to 91.

Rule 79
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Rule 82
Written petitions may be addressed directly to the Secretary-General

or may be transmitted to him through the Administering Authority. .

Rule 83
Written petitions submitted to the Administering Authority for trans

m,ission shall be communicated promptly to the Secretary-General, with or
WIthout comments by the Administering Authority, at its discretion, or with
an indication that such comments will follow in due course.

Rule 84
Representatives of the Trusteeship Council engaged in periodic visits

to Trust Territories or on other official missions authorized by the Council,
may accept written petitions, subject to such instructions as may have been
received from the Trusteeship Council. Petitions of this kind shall be trans
mitted promptly to the Secretary-General for circulation to the members
of the Council. A copy of each such petition shall be communicated to the
c.ompetent local authority. Any observations which the visiting representa
tlves may wish to make on the petitions, after consultation with "the local
representative of the Administering Authority, shall be submitted to the
Trusteeship Council.

Rule 85

The Secretary-General shall circulate promptly to the members of the
Trusteeship Council all written petitions received by him, except for peti
tions relating to a strategic area with respect to which the functions of the
Trusteeship Council shall be governed by Article 83 of the Charter and
the terms of the relevant Trusteeship agreement.

Rule 86
1. Written petitions will normally be placed on the agenda of a regular

session provided that they shall have been received by the Administering
Authority concerned either directly or through the Secretary-General at
least two months before the date of the next following regular session.

2. Any observations on petitions which the Administering Authority
desires to have circulated to members of" the Trusteeship Council should,
wherever possible, be transmitted to the Secretary-General not less than
fourteen days before the opening of the session at which such petitions will
be considered.

3. The date of receipt of a petition shall be considered as being:
(a) in respect of a petition which is. presented through the

Administering Authority, the date on which the petition is received
by the competent local authority in the territory or the metropolitan
Government of the Administering Authority, as the case may be, and

(b) in respect of a petition not presented through the Adminis
tering Authority, the date on which the petition is received by the
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XVI. VISITS TO TRUE
Rule 9

The Trusteeship Council, in aCI
Article 87 (c) and Article 83, paragrapl
be, and with the terms of the respective
provision for periodic visits to each Trusl
the basic objectives of the International 1

Rule 9
The Trusteeship Council, acting ir

respective Trusteeship agreements, shal
each visiting mission and shall issue to e.
as it may consider appropriate.

Rule 9

The Trusteeship Council shall se] I

mission who shall preferably be one or
Council. Each mission may be assisted 1
the local administration. A mission ar
shall, while engaged in a visit, act only
the Council and shall be responsible exch

Rule ~

The Trusteeship Cou~cil ~ay,. in
Authority, conduct speci~ lllvestlgatiom
conditions in a Trust Terntory make sue

Rule ~

AIl expenses of periodic visits, SI
including the travel expenses of the v
the United Nations;

Rule 91
The Trusteeship Council may desigJ

tives to accept oral petitions the subject-n I

communicated to the Trusteeship Co
Authority concerned. Oral petitions
examined either in public or in private,
arrct with Rule 44.

Rule 9~

In the examination of all petitions
cerned shall be entitled to designate and
tative who should be well informed on th~

Rule 9:
The Secretary-General shall inform

the petitioners concerned of the actions
on each petition, and shall transmit te
public meetings at which the petitions we]

Administering Authority through th~ Secr~tary-Gen~ral. The Admin.
istering Authority concerned shall ImmedIa~~ly notIfy the Secretary
General of the date of receipt of all such petitIOns.
4. In cases where the Administering Authority may be prepared to

consider a written petition at shorter notice than is prescribed by the
foregoing rules, or where, in exceptio?al cases,. as. a matter o.f urg~ncYl it
may be so decided by the TrusteeshIp CouncIl ID consultatIOn wIth the
Administering Authority concerned, such written petition may be placed
on the agenda of a regular session notwithstanding that it has been presented
after the due date, or it may be placed on the agenda of a special session.

Rule 87
Requests to present -petitions orally or to make oral presentations in

support or elaboration of written petitions, in accordance with Rule 80,
may be addressed directly to the Secretary-General or may be transmitted
to him through the Administering Authority. In the latter case the
Administering Authority concerned shall communicate such requests
promptly to the Secretary-General.

Rule 88
The Secretary-General shall promptly notify the members of the

Trusteeship Council of all requests for oral petitions or oral presentations
received by him, except for petitions relating to a strategic area with respect
to which the functions of the Trusteeship Council shall be governed by
Article 83 of the Charter and the terms of the relevant Trusteeship
agreement.

Rule 89
Representatives of the Trusteeship Council engaged in periodic visits

to Trust Territories or on other official missions authorized by the Council
may receive oral presentations or petitions, subject to such instructions as
may have been received from the Trusteeship Council. Such oral presenta
tions or petitions shall be recorded by the visiting mission, and the record
shall be transmitted promptly to the Secretary-General for circulation to
the members of the Council and to the Administering Authority for corn,
ment. A copy of each such record shall be communicated to the competent
local authority. Any observations which the visiting representatives may
wish to make on the oral presentations or petitions, after consultation with
the local representative of the Administering Authority, shall be submitted
to the Trusteeship Council.

Rule 90
The Trusteeship Council, at the beginning of each session which

includes the consideration of petitions on its agenda, may appoint an ad hoc
committee on petitions whose membership shall be evenly divided between
representatives of members administering Trust Territories and representa
tives ?f ~embers.~aving no administering responsibilities. The ad hoc
comn:Itte~ on petItIoru;; .shall be empowered to undertake a preliminary
exammat~o.n of the petitions on the agenda. No appraisal of the substance
of the petItIOns shall be made by the ad hoc committee.
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XVI. VISITS TO TRUST TERRITORIES
Rule 94

The Trusteeship Council, in accordance with the provisions of
Article 87 (c) and Article 83, paragraph 3, of the Charter, as the case may
be, and with the terms of the respective Trusteeship agreements, shall make
provision for periodic visits to each Trust Territory with a view to achieving
the basic objecti ves of the International Trusteeship System.

~ule 95
The Trusteeship Council, acting in conformity with the terms of the

respective Trusteeship agreements, shall define the terms of reference of
each visiting mission and shall issue to each mission such special instructions
as it may consider appropriate.

Rule 96
The Trusteeship Council shall select the members of each visiting

mission who shall preferably be one or more of the rcpresentativcs on the
Council. Each mission may be assisted by experts and by representatives of
the local administration. A mission and the individual members thereof
shall, while engaged in a visit, act only on the basis of the instructions of
the Council and shall be responsible exclusively to it.

Rule 97
The Trusteeship Council may, in agreement with the Administering

Authority, conduct special investigations or enquiries when it considers that
conditions in a Trust Territory make such action dcsirable,

Rule 98
All expenses of periodic visits, special investigations and enquiries,

including the travel expenses of the visiting missions, shall be borne hy
the United Nations.

Rule 91
The Trusteeship Council may designate one or more of its representa

tives to accept oral petitions the subject-matter of which has been previously
communicated to the Trusteeship Council and to the Administering
Authority concerned. Oral petitions and oral presentations may be
examined either in public or in private, as may be determined, in accord
ance with Rule 44,

Rule 92

In the examination of all petitions the Administering Authority con
cerned shall be entitled to designate and to have present a special represen
tative who should be well infonned on the territory involved.

Rule 93
The Secretary-General shall inform the Administering Authorities and

the petitioners concerned of the actions taken by the Trusteeship Council
on each petition, and shall transmit to them the official records of the
public meetings at which the petitions were examined,
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Rule 99
Each visiting mission shall submit to the Trusteeship Council a report

on its visit, a copy of which shall be promptly transmitted to the Administer
ing Authority concerned by the Secretary-General. The report may be
published by the Council in such form as it may deem appropriate. Observa·
tions on each such report by the Council and by the Administering
Authority concerned may be similarly published.

XVII. REPORTS OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL
Rule 100

The Trusteeship Council shall present annually to the General Assem
bly a general report on its activities and on the discharge of its responsibil
ities under the International Trusteeship System. Each such report shall 1

include an annual review of the conditions in each Trust Territory.

Rule 101
1. -The sections of the general reports of the Trusteeship Council to

the General Assembly relating to conditions in specific Trust Territories,
referred to in Rule 100, shall take into account the annual reports of the
Administering Authorities, and such other sources of information as may
be available, including petitions, reports of visiting missions, and any
special investigations or enquiries, as provided for in Rule 97.

2. The general reports shall include, as appropriate, the conclusions
of the Trusteeship Council regarding the execution and interpretation of
the provisions of Chapters XII and XIII of the Charter and of the Trustee
ship agreements, and such suggestions and recommendations concerning
each Trust Territory as the Council may decide.

Rule 102
The reports of the Trusteeship Council to the General Assembly

provided for in Rules 100 and 101 shall be transmitted through the Secre
tary-General at least thirty days before the opening of the regular session
of the General Assembly.

Rule 103

The Trustceshir Council may designate the President, the Vice-Presi
?ent or another of Its members to represent it during the consideration of
Its reports by the General Assembly.

XVIII. OTHER FUNCTIONS
Rule 104

.The Tru~teeship Council.shall perform such other functions as may be
prOVIded for lr: the Tru~teeshlp agreements, and, in pursuance of the duty
Imposed upon It by Ar~lcle 85 of the Charter, may submit to the General
A~sembly recommendaoons concerning the functions of the United Nations
WIth regard to ~rusteeship agreements, including the approval of the terms
of the Trusteeship agreements and of their alteration or amendment. With
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regard to strategic areas, the Trust!
such functions in so far as it may 1
Council.

XIX. RELATIONSHIP
.. RulE

1. The Trusteeship Council sha
assistance of the Economic and Sod
and of appropriate intergovernme
separately established, relating to I

concerned.
2. The Secretary-General shall

the annual reports of the Administe I

other documents of the Trusteeship
to them.

XX. SUSPENS I

Rul
When the Trusteeship Council
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Rule 99

lission shall submit to the Trusteeship Council a ftp;
,which shall be promptly transmitted to the Adminkt"
~rned by the Secretary-General. The report mal'\
mcil in such form as it may deem appropriate. ohsin:

report by the Council and by the Adminhtm '
may be similarly published. ',",

lRTS OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL
Rule 100

Council shall present annually to the General As.'C.
m its activities and on the discharge of its responsili'
national Trusteeship System. Each such repOlt .
view of the conditions in each Trust Territory.

Rule 101

of the general reports of the Trusteeship C0U11Cili
, relating to conditions in specific Trust Territork
JO,shaII take into account the annual reports or G
'lties, and such other sources of information as "
19 petitions, reports of visiting missions, and
r enquiries, as provided for in Rule 97.
cports shall include, as appropriate, the conclu~iY,,:

,uncil regarding the execution and interpretation;:
ters XII and XIII of the Charter and of the TnLI!(1' ,

such suggestions and recommendations concemir,
the Council may decide.

Rule 102 ,<

be Trusteeship Council to the General Assemb,
?o and 101 shall be transmitted through the Sec,:
mty days before the opening of the regular sc§i;'

Rule 103

ouncil may designate the President, the Vice-Pre ,
1embers to represent it during the considerationc,
1Assembly. .

nI. OTHER FUNCTIONS
Rule 104

'lincil.shall perform such other functions as mayb ,
:teeshlp agreements, and, in pursuance of the du:,
ele 85 of t~e Charter, may submit to the Generi"
ms concernmg the functions of the United NatiOL'
p agreements, including the approval of the tem '
1ents and of their alteration or amendment. Wit

20

regard to strategic areas, the Trusteeship Council may similarly perform
such functions in so far as it may be requested to do so by the Security
Council.

XIX. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER BODIES
,Rule 105

1. The Trusteeship Council shall, when appropriate) avail itself of the
assistance of the Economic and Social Council, of the specialized agencies
and of appropriate intergovernmental regional bodies which may be
separately established, relating to matters with which they may be
concerned.

2. The Secretary-General shall promptly communicate to these bodies
the annual reports of the Administering Authorities and such reports and
other documents of the Trusteeship Council as may be of special concern
to them.

Xx. SUSPENSION OF RULES
Rule 106

When the Trusteeship Council is in session, a rule of procedure may
be suspended by decision of the Council.

XXI. AMENDMENT'
Rule 107

These rules of procedure may be amended by the Trusteeship Council.
Normally, a vote shall not be taken until four days after a proposal for
amendment has been submitted.
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