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(a) REPORT OF 'I'HE HIGH CO!lHISSIONER (A/32/12 and Add.l) 

(b) r:u~:S'I'IO~J OF THE CON'TINUA'riON OF 'IHE OFFICE OF 'Cc"io: pr;;-I C:~·:.;:; r:::_;si,~:;i~;\ 
(A/32/3, chap. III, sect. L) 

1. Prince SadruJ.din AGA KHAN (United Nations Hit;h Cor-l'ui ssioner r~or l\e fuce:cs) : ., Hl 
that in a way he represented a nation of the nationless, whose nurc:bers ,,,·ere 
constc:ntly grm.;ing. It ",,"as paradoxical that at the present t i:'1e, · .. ;Len intenl'' L i, •l''' l 
treaties on the law of the sea and outcor s:::''lCl? •.,·0re being for:~ml:lt.:-d, there '-'~i:·!' ·i 
people for whom there 1:o.s no reL<ge on lcmd or sea and vi~JO did not kr1m.J v:llc're t ,. , ·• 
The purely h~canitarian activities of the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees were deter'"'lined by the c,· nser1uences of struc:g· es And 
political conflicts throughout the iWrld. 

2. 'Ihe yr=:c;.r 1977 had witnessed an un:precedented incrc:R.se in the 11 ;: 1\.re:r of 
refugees from South Africa where the system of !:J:::·"-r!.l~~id, b:;.secl on thc:; r1isiort i. ·:l 
of political values and hostility to the people, 1-ms being perpetuate,l.; t.he e~,,.]i,c; 

from 1\a:rnibia and Zimbab' . .Je '..Jas continuing. All States nust act in concL'l't to :1:~:'i .. 

the host countries and the refugees of that region. UUBCR had been clcs~ly 
associated with the missions sent by the United Nations l''lrsuant to c;,,net·nl I\~'''' 

resolution 31/126 and the resolutions of the Economic and Social Council ond thL' 
Security Council concerning assistance to Botswana and l!ozambique. In tlr'l.t 
connexion he vas happy to state that in reply to his appeal the i.ntern3tional 
community had already provided $11 million of the $16 million req_1.1csted for tlw 
Emergency Assistance to South African Student Refut:;ees prot_:rc,'!lT,e. 'i';1:1t proc.r:P"''''' 
had been undertaken in c1ose co·-o_9eration with the United Nations F,Jucational :tnd 
Trainin;s frogrwrme for Southern Africa. Eo•..Jever, the flood of refu..:;cr~s ,~,Jntill1lr·rl 

and they •.wnld still need ~1ssistance in 1978. In J.ddition, hrwirlt_; been J:i:tde 
Co-ordinc;_tor of the United Nations Prc:;rnJ'D'le of HU 1'1anitari:m .4ssi;,t"ilh~C to J\n,··c1l·1 

in 1976, he had requested cr..~ntributions with a view to oltaining l+8,Clt!O tons ,,r 
food and $32.5 miJlion in ca.<?h. Ey nid-1977 more than tllrecc: fourths of that ,,,,111 
and 38,000 tons of food ll<?~d bc::<:-n rccei'Jed Gr ple,J..sed. 

3. :"•,II }Jro1·l~~;_s '--""re ~~~~nste:.ntly being adc'ied to th-:::::.e ,,-!,ich RlrL'"•lY ··:· i:·tv.J. ·· 
ex~u~~'l':::, ?00, 000 l'C: f:Jc.:;r::·cs had recently rJrri ved in Ansola. It ·.;ecs :1L:;u !ll.'l'L<;:' · r·.,· 
to l'i::d c1ur:oi.-le solutions for the _vcobJ.re:m of l'cfuc;e:::s :c,il:l d:i.;cpJ acccl r..:r.,,·t-:s t'.· 

Dji1··:·,;,t:i, fror::1 CjlJrus - ' . .Jhere the volu..:--r,e of assist:J.r,ce _[Jrovi.:1,-::d in tlcrccc yc:·r:; 
t•)t · ~-: ' 0 i ::23 rri 11ion - and iTt? stern S3hi-'cra. 

1... '(~I ,_(' :' l :-J_ r_: r:: ~,; j_ t!1 ~~ (.;:fll~rrtl _/~~_) :.J c-r·J)ly r\_-:. .~ ol uti Jll 

~~ ~ d 'I_) ·-. - l ' ' .~ i_ ·-: t \:; the L ·-~ -~~'~;~hi : s ') f n i s i~ 18. c e d 
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irr_ple::':c::ntation of r)roj ects totalling $5 L~illion in the Socialist Rr~pub 1 ; c of 
Viet ::arn and the Lq,o People 1 s De110cratic Bepublic, with the full c,:-op, it i,_,!1 
tLe Go·,rernnents 'Jf those countries. In that connexion, he welcomr::d t'1c 'l kl t i, ,n 
by the General ;_ssembly of resolution 32/3 calling for reconstr:.1ctirn aid to 
Viet ';8Jn. It should not be forgotr,en that there 'tlas a close relatiunsi1ip -,, -L\. ,,~n 

UHECR 1 s assistance pror::re:rT!Ies and its r)rotection functions. On C'·bglf of the 
persons ,,•ho '.-lf~re takin~ to sea in s1:--all boc,ts he )·,qd ;o-,8cle an r,ppc·al, t ),;c:t 1Jtc:r "''it h 

the 2ecretary--Gnneral of the Internqtional [,1aritjl"'e Cr.JnsultFJtive Cc,_::;r;:i/:-ti ic')', ;,) 
ship--m;ners to ob0c::rve the tl'aditional rules of rescue of persons in ,ii_stl· .. ,c;s n 
the high seas and had again urged countries to let those refut_!;ees (lise:r,lr:c:rk :1t 
their ports and to offer them opportunities for settlement locally or for 
resettlement elsE'I-ihere. In addition, UIJHCR 1-1as deeply concerned at the Lite ,_ ( i_ 1~,:; 

refugees vlho had arrived in Thailand. It 1-i'l.S urgenL, to find a lastlnt; sol>lt i,)n to 
their f'roblerrls and to provide them with r.aterial and moral assistance. }le tJ;,.,,, ,,,J_c'2 

urged all Governments to support UNHCR' s prO[l'armnes in Thailand and adjoinino:::: u· '" s, 
where financial requirements in 1978 would be at least as great as in 1977. 

5. In l,atin _4ne:rica the situation of refuc:;ees re;r,ained precarious. UlHlCR ll'td 
relocated 8,000 refut;ecs from Chile ;:.,nd 9,600 refut;ees from Arc;entj n-<1 and Peru l tt 

more than 5, 000 persons h::;d still to be resettled outside Latin 1\!Gerica. Hm.;c ,r,::r, 
regional solutions were preferable. It vas therefore to be hoped that with the 
continuation of resettl8nent in 1978 the situation would improve sufficiently to 
facilitate the local integration of those who renained. 

6. In all its activities, UNHCR was motivated by its dedication to the principle 
of the dignity and vorth of the ln,u<lan person, 1-1hi ch in its case r~ean t the refuc:;ee. 
In the protection of refugees, which frequently amounted to the protection of life 
itself, half-measures were worthless. Tn that connexion he said that the Exer11tive 
Committee of the High CoF,missioner 1 s Fl·: Jal'u'Tie at its twenty-eichth session h2d 
recommended that further accessions to t''1e 1951 Convention and the 196'7 Frotocol 
relating to the Status of Refut;ees sh011ld be promoted, as should the wi thdncl'l'al uf 
the geoc;ra~hical ljmitation still ,,,~~intained by certain States in rr~spect of tlJ, ir 
obligat i,:ms :_m<ler those instrur:,ents; had expressed the hope tlwt the ;~tates p:n·t i :.3 

to those instn.ar1ents 'd011ld establish prr.Jcedures for t:1e <l::::tr:nninrd;ion of rc:-fu~ce 
status and ~ive favourable consideration to UNHCR participation in thrse proccd<lr~s; 
and, 1estly, 1Fld n:>cr;l-'''er,cled that the stat11te of the Office of the Eir_::h Con~1i:~.·i, ,,, r 
should st::rve as a 1J:J.sis for the l·t·vtcction fur1ct ion uf the Fit_~h r~,. ni:;:_,i~•n,~r in 
res};':'ct nf ~"t:{tes ,,;}Jich :,~,d r1ot )''t 'lCC•.::ded to the l?)l Ccnv.:nticn or t 11c 
1967 l-~rotoco1. 'rhe essential n::ed vas to ens-.lre t 1·l,,_t +,Le fuhl:c.::'<'ntal 11·,, .. -,:,n ri : :3 

of -,.::",:c;c'es should be re::r,ccted, for viol2"tir_~ns •,·,.-,',~ )i::ti·,::-:':·in::·ly fi'c"}.l''llt. 

7. ~he Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 
10 ,;c-,l•Jary to 4 Fr:::br·1ary 1977 in ,sccorrJance 
31+),-:- (.'•",•,"•')' ~ ' ' l ' " t ' ' l \J __ _ ;lliGL"'i~'~-l:"lCC _;y'" !"_iu llO Lt_"-(-~ .:J.b_t; 

a 11r·c :~ t te:d ; i' -_-::: ,_; 'lti 1-,,,.d .·,-"e':c, 1;c,wl<'i':'d t l:at t Le 

j~:::::c.cltz~~ 1.~1 !Jsyl J~, L~..._""rr ... rt.?n~~1 l-.ru1r: 

· .. i_ th r-;- .~. · ···1.1 ./\ .. -=-~. ~ ;·1bl y rt"~-~nl t.tt.i_c~n 

·:o c··IJ'J \~:·Jt iL~-= ;·~·1.;:.._te \"'titlrl:l ;__· 

~,:lll~l'''l' ,;,:·:bly 'ct its tllil·\,:.'--:",',''1 
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8. 
ort~~:-~·~"1-~:::.-i~:!_..:; 2.n:l \ro1_u_ntary e-.-cer1cies f\j.:.' thc,-i_~ .. ~~,~aJf·ls·t sup~_)ort of' lJ.L~-!CD' .. --:. 
ar1r.. +\;r :-A;__._vir:.~~ _!_"·_-_(~02'ni~t~ci t~1r~t t.hc T:lCJ! .. 1: of i}-.L2 ~~lff'ice T,T,q;:; T·;rl-:ly h-~··--·;n i Lr;.:"'i- ~, 

But t>,=<i;.· .:"'~~(::::.·-=r:i~_ion of t '.·~t fr1ct .::::I'~-~-J!..·i ~-·e :·-t-~__.;1,~ 3 by ~l.-t-~0rial :~~:::~:-~.t :r1t>. 
Bee.'" ~,.=-- J!: tlle i_I-.o·.'l'·-<-~sj nt_; !1_._ _t·e::!:" ~-~>f !_-~ .. _. ,~·-.:: r: ~~·-=~~) ~:-!(JlJt tl~c -,/c,rld . .r:Jc ·,.;·Jl~!_d ·~1 

assi_:;t:o:-,ce, Ui·r'CR -v!01lld ne:,:>d ~'(2.7 ,-·ilJ-L'J!1 in l<JTEl to cr-,_rry out it.s l'c_-,,1,11· 

acti vi -cies 0.nd sr-c::cial opt::l'CJ.tions. Hrc' ,_ ccc•rn;JlClY urr:!:ed all Gove:rnnents "nc-l 
particul cTly th.;s e tl-12 t lw d not so f::c:c ~ :,_rt i c i:r-3. ted s·~ostanti ally in tl1e fi '"' n,, i 1 

of tJ·:c.se ectivities to be c;e::ne:ro'JS ::Jt t'-,e --:cJ.odc!:ing Cor,fer;c-ncc which ·.-.'oS ,,,,}:,, i.ll,··l 
to tel'c,.e _:_-.lace c'n 18 cTO'v'l':'lOC:r. 

9. he would ~E relinquishi~g ' . 
~l::.S po:c.t at the end of the Y·"or, :1c 

express<:>,} the ho_re tl•at the Cc-;n'iit.tee -.-'C"ild e-·:Jtj J~;_c: to --,:tint0in its C('-0_::-•n"iti,Jll 

with u,:HCR for the Od1E:fit of n·~fc;:__:-·.~cs :,ncl 1i_.--:;l3.r:c'l .:·:"l':::30DS and t.hat tllC' 
applic~ti,)n of t1Je United 'T·:tti:-:~s r:~:,_, <~--:· ,,r~-1 '>c· ·:·inl·j.·l_,_s that it uu]:e!<i ·,·, 'Jl-i 

help SC)l~d-_day to lJi'C:V<:'Jlt flJrtht~r l .:A_,r_j~ -=;,"~~ii t-~~. 

10. Mr. J. ,11 

Commissioner for 'SE::-f'.l;~c,~s t'1'0~J,C:l1t : •)t'~ ·.::.'3 .~nd r·r'J: fo1·t: :::·,ir:c:ss :1t the 
steadily incr<:or;.-oing pl i_e;ht of t. 1!C :··c ! _::C:··cs' ·, 1rl .·opJfurc. ·:t t'-Je ,CJ.ri•r i ,. Jble Clllrl 

generous •,.;ay in 1-1hich tlk 1-!igh Co:•u:.~.cJ, :r ~.n'" his coll<.::agues ·.,,:Te c:uryinc; uut 
their t:J.sks. The activities of U~:~ICR -F:".'C i'D es:-3ential eleru'::nt of the l'l'Ot<?cti·,··n 
of the rit_;hts of the hmrnn person. The Office of tl1e 1-lir:h Co;;.•n,issiont.:'r ~'ruLl·d·L'd 

persecuted persons and political refuge:es throw;hout the ;._rc,rJd 1-1hile r<';•,:1iuinc 
neutral 2nd objective and refraininc; fror:; ,_:;i,rint any politicql c<,nnvL:1t.ic>n to 1 L:; 

humanit.qri_an an,'J. socia: Fork. .Gelgiun 1-i"S 1 n 1''"-vour of continui , _ __: t',e (lf'fi,·c L·~· 

the Hie;h C'-;;r:Jnissioner for nnothcr five yc-.1rs, for its t:'x-istr:';~e ·.r:-:.s .. ,c_;ro ju3t i \'i,·-1 
than ever 1J,~fore. He \li_,,·.Led to join the sr .. t!Sr;rs of t~Je ,-:,.,,f't n':-'.'1·__;_ti.~,n 11y '.·.'ti.·': 
the Gcnt:J'nl ·'-":3e~bly -,!ould ·.1c·cjJ,:: to Cc'•n<-- --,1. 112 :''t'1'-i:·<:>, :'~:·'!.c) t-;-~,~ .],·.,ft 

11. Bel;::_i~>En LA_rl ql'_;;-,.ys l<-c:n 
in the -.-.:rt (;1_' +J-.c ~---.,~·<Liv-,~ 

that uf ;;'-,e ~-,1t--\ J·><itt<_c: of' 

years 
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(r. t' 

L:>. ::elt:iul"'! a~::'O snp:t'orte:d the activities of l'' ,;cR i.:·:,· ~-.ainte<inincr i_ts t :· · •l 
:::'Olicv r;.s a country of 3.~cyJ..c<!:. ;.:Gre thccm 3C,O: J refn::.;ces 'l·:e:re cc.n·e·d.ly ~i · 1 

· 'l 
ire its territory, 2nd in lS~TT it had received c.:1d i: .. l)l<"'~ented l'(::S·:ttl ~ ·~, 
frl'Cr_i:l'CE .. "'les for new ref'..!';:ees :-rom Lhtin ArGeric:a ;cmd Soutl'::-l'ast A:;-£.q, 

13. liis Sov,orrl;nent contri.t::··ltL:d ar·~ l'•)Zi""'tely (5,0l)0 io2Cl':. ; .. C>2.r lo ". ? ·,L 

pro:::r~,]·.::e of u::;1CR, ··ad in l/rT it :,~~d CO?Jt.ril~Jt.::d. C-"~·r·roxi: 'J.b:ol~i '.:J ilir.:n 

Bel::)nn rrancs for co~)ccial operations. Tn c-·l.~ition, it V'lid l r:ilJ.ion ':'cl_i :'1 

every year as its share of the cost of Ul!HCR's offices in :3elgiui'l c.md ,,·,~s "·l ·<:" 
to docJ.ble that contribution as soon as circumstances permitted. 

l' 

14. 'The January 1977 coes sion of the Conference on Tc,l'.ci tori Rl !,:::;:,rl Lilll :;.1 d ': -;~ 
achieved any conclusive results; any future session would have to he~ -t.l~r 
prepared, and more vigorous preli£'1inary contacts uould hc>.ve to be rr;-,de -,,j t'1 
Govel'l'lflcnts that vlere truly concerned 1-1ith findint; a ~,.,, CJ.nitarian solution fu t-' ' 

probleli'.. His delegation 110u.ld endorse the consensus ':Thich would in,;vit~bly · ·' ~ 

'lvith respect to a.ny resolution on the problei'l of refll":.?e students from ?.c•·.t h 
Africa. 

15. :·.'!::~- _l\:A~Li;SRI (Thai land) said that his country 'keply app1·eciatcd the ,].::voi..i clt1 

and effectiveness with l·rhich the United I1ations Hi.e:h COYJ'1issi.oner for s,,fn·.-.-s 
and his f3tRff carried out their 1wrk on behalf of tl~e 'e1~rived r)f t~1e ,.")rld 
the contribution they had rr,ade to international r .. -~ce .:nd h:"·! hG'''Y• t'c:': .•11 ,,t· 
geographical und other circuostances and its ficJ.eli ty to a lnw;sni taxi 'm trG.<1i i. i •''1 

based on Buddhist precepts, Thailand had al-v-~ays ceen q land of ref'•J_::e. IlG.vi:JI~ 

recently had to face the complex problen1s brou15ht about by 'o'n!dc:n .md l:,]rt.se 
influxes of refugees from neighbouring countries, and ,-,oved by l~urc:ly ilc.I"3nit~< r·i •n 
considerations, 'rhailand had requested and received 1wr-:;.r,i tarir.~n :1ss is Umce fl·,:; · 
UlJHCR. Co-operation bet>:reen his Govermricnt and Ul\HCR bad 1>e 1..-;un in l:J'TS. 'J'hc 
new Acreement concluded on 22 July 19'77, on the ua.sis of the lat.~st :~npt::<l in '.· ·. i 1"11 

the Hie;h Co:"missioner had set a t.ar:·,~t of ;~;12.3 ,,j11i.on tv.:;:r:L3 t.;e .r'l: "'"l'.e iJ: 

Thailand, upheld the SOVC:'rE:i[n ri);ts of Lis n:,t,i.-Jn c<J: l .CC'C! C.:l1L >~d L;;c ,; ll.i·:2 r>i 

the Hi~h CoJC.:·1issioner in ac-cv,·danc:c; ',·.'ith his ,-,t·,+ ,te O(l 1. ,:,CJlf .:.,f '<:rso:1s -.-i.t',!J, 
his col,1f-Stence, vhi le fuJ.ly t ·3.kinc; ic1to account t:-1e eli f'i'icvl t ci rc ;' --". · .·:cs ;J.,·: :·- :1:~ 

from t!1e ~-~i t.uc_t::ion. ::ore:ov~.-:.-r:> int,::-r:-1 . ..-itj_ona}_]_y- r.-:-eoc~l-,i_c~e(l ~;-l:r--_::~~-it ::.'i ---:1 i,l'i 11l'-i T l ·:. 
1-rere ;;~ __ '\'(_,·::_·,~~~:d ·_llJ._f:: i ·-=c~l i~~r;cc, tr_us l !1\l-i~.·:--l~""i!~L f"'':_-.,-l--.:~d v s ,_·, ,r 1 -'.l n·~._i r:·~ L' 'tl 

hum3-L ri·-; 
vi th ·,. ,.:; 
A(!,l'CJ;'. ·':1 t' 
of T.·-:l' _ •_';~.-= 

t::_~ 0~~ -_('·:f·I_:._~·-C<3 ·~r,d di~ l_.=-:~·c-d ~~-~·--:l-:~l) ·.~!.>1 i~s ,_,j!__l .. l.· --:_",:_,: ,. ,_: l 

·Jr1J ~~O! ·JrJl]rl-il<f in _:_ 1·v· oti11-~- :~'c_•C:_:_ ·;:_·_i L'-=--. Tr!r1.--:::ed, 1) 1-;l} . .:l-. ::: 0 

11-l.s '],_:,.-~-crr_:_-t...·nL .. -oL:Jd 1~e: -'-·J·<ll~i:-ll_-2 :'O!" tl-.J.e s~-~~-·~_o:·t :;_nd ~ ;t·~)"'_-.l 

~.;-}~o o:}clifi·~d LJ_nc:.~-:r Pl i 1-~i lit~,.. ~2:"'CC:t3J'J.l"'~S to tc:: t:=;~~ t·:"b}_i ~ 1 1-~~~.: .. ~ tl ~ 

near f',__.tL-_..~r~e. 

1.6. 
hacl 
inr: "~ 

<0 

'·~t ' --

I. 



-,. r:. . ·~ ,.., • 
:~n__ _ s.:1 
~ se::· G 

(: r. ~:_·:O.l.:I'"~1~~.2 __ 'F i1?.~~) 

flmr -:>ul.d be rc:e•hced and eventually cease. 'I'hailand had granted tempor<uy H:.:ylum 
to a ,rc'cr nl:l'.":Jer of "boat cases" from Viet ~:am than other countries, cmd Sl'Vd'al 
hun3l·,~d not i.nclu::led in the 1,644 persons mer: ~-med had already been reseLtl,::d in 
third coc;.ntries. Tn an effort to find a regional approach to that probJ ·.-1'1 und Lo 
the problem of I,1do-Chinese displaced persons in :;eneral, the Heads of GoVf'lTC.t~nt 
of tl:(' r·.·:c:.l:c::rs of t.1-le Association of South-t:ast J.sian ':ations, r-;:,etinc; at 
Kuala -,,,. ~·ilr in '''-'f:Jlst 1977, had st2ted tl1eir huwanitari:m concern in a joint 
comm'·",; ·rJ§ <::md h:::.d 1irced UIJHCR rmd other re:..evant agencies to assist in th.:; 
resettleaent of the persons involved. 

17. In his statement in the groneral debate of the General Assembly, Thai land's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs :bCJ.d expressed the hope that other United Tbticlns 
special i_ zed agencies and bodies con,x·rned 1wuld be urged by the General !'·s:,e; 1.1 __ ; 
to renc'ler their fullest support to the High Corrilllissioner in solving the 
international hQ~anitarian problem of displaced persons and that countries in a 
position to do so would translate their concern for humanitarian affairs into 
concrete action by further increRsing their support for the assiste.nce proc:r(n:·.rr.e 
in Thail2r1d, particularly by at:,1>~eing to receive large nuubers of displaced persons. 
In that connexi.on, it 1-ras vrorthy of note that at its twenty-eighth session, the 
Executive Co!21mittee of the High Coliimissioner' s Prograrnme had stressed tl1e n..-:;ed for 
continued hUJaanitarian assistance, particularly in the area of resettlcP,cnt, and 
had urc;ed the intf::rnational corun1.mity to co-operate fully with the High Cona~i~3siuner 
by extending such !lssistaDce. 

18. The influx of displaced persons only aggravated the problel21s of Tl1ailand, a 
small developing country which already had a large population and one of the highest 
population grovrth rates in the world. The financial and administrative bm·L1ens 
on the conntry ¥Jere enormous and had been only partly alleviated by i.ntern'ltional 
assistance. Resettler-,ent of the displaced persons in third countries provided only 
a partial solution, as only the best qualified or most skilled ;w,ong them 1vould 
have resettler1ent oprorhmities. It ;.;as therefore to be hoped t11at international 
efforts 'vould continue relentlessly to find 1~ore dm·.::.ble solutioPs, inclw]j ng 
voluntary rcpatriati.-m in accor<'hnce with internatiorally recognized l11mani. t :1rian 
principles. Thailand 'J8.s t;E.nuinely endeavouring to promote such princirlcs in sr,ite 
of all its difficulties, but a sJmll country should not be ex~JE:cted to c3rry alone 
the b1,;rctd1 of a m·obl<::l'1 that ·.r;o_s ..:::;sc~nti rllly :internrotional. 

19. I·1r. ·:l:'J<.f"L (?:_rl-::ral R2nubli.c of '}d.··:i!l:J') :~:jid. tlw.t 'G 1 ~e 1>oJitical ::nd wilii.:crv 
events of -i076--c.::d 1Y'r7 had~ 1Jro·1r~!1t 2.bout a n•::•..r flc•..,r of re f',_;.(~.--:cs •,..rhic:: Jcld(' ll':JlCi;'' s 
wor~ r:.•.·c·c n,-::-ce:s:3~t:cy th::-,n ever. Stcl:ssi.n,~ ;,;,c ,.~:.::: .,;ri r~lly ',u; anitari:1n J!~1turc' of 
that ·Ho:::-:, 11c: S(•id his del"'sati.on •,;:;s ::;;:£·~:,:: ,--~--',t tile Ei:-)1 Co!J'!issioner nnd. hi:3 
staff (~~~:.J'.,!'ion~d, above 2.l_l, -+:-,}:_e st_rj_(~t ~;:~·_:.:_·\'-:1'--.ct_; of Lhe hL-~~r~3.n rif~l1ts of r~~f"\:~·,\H-::. 

The Fc~d·~l~~l ~er,'Jllic of ~~~L~1'>~.ny, ·.·ii-,-Lc:J. J; J ~··-~- -,l . ·-:rt-~c-·Jl c"'r -i_~~~ro~ct8nce to t~1e 

unive:_!_-~.·Jl 1'· __ ~:::1i ·-~,ion of}_:·__:- ·:_n r-i ~~~1Ls, -s .- .. ~ J~-i-,r_:-]_~,r -~~=- -c-.~Jc;.rat.ing i11 :1.] J c> ·} ~·:1t 

Unit,~,} -~~t-icl!~S l-,~~~~i_.:-s ir:. ;-~~c l:~r.:;,Jj_t of t!1.::~_:= ·r>~l~. 

20. T~-j-,·,--ct ':so;i:~-t.-:nce to l·,::f''":C:-<?s ,;c~n'cirJ'l•:-..1 tc- be GY1C: of t!'l~ 'ost i1:.!'•'t·L.n1t 
hw•:':ni: ·.ri-1!1 cunc,:-rns of the intr;r;!;o_tirr;al ,:·_,:_,--nit~r. :'ot only c•JJI·~·:•.:::-i,,n ·lid .1 

sen::e of ,·,>ron:.;ibility, l:··~t ·1lso ;·,:·''':<:Jn r;nd J:J,~ic ~,;:, _ _:LJ'Fcd f•)l' tlle cont·i!lil"·l i<'·n ·n•1, 
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if possible, intensification of such assistance. It was to be hoped, ther~fur0, 
tl-:at more and more countries -vmuld r:-1ake a contribution to that assistance. His 
Govern:',ent had Sl<DfOrted the Office of the United Nations Hic:h Cow..ll'lissi.mkr fc1r 
Refugees ever since its creation. 

21. In a<idi.tion to having been one of the first cou..11tries to n1tify the 19~CJ1 

ConYc':'1tion r2lating t.o the Status of Refugees and to accede to the sur:-n1,· ,,,·~,: 11·y 
Protocol of 1967, his Govern.rnent had ratified the principal interr:ati~~1al 
instruments concerning refugees, nCJ.mely, the Convention relating to the Statns 
of Stateless Persons, the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and the 
Protvcol relating to Refugee Seamen. The Federal Government continued to favour 
the e.doption of a convention on territoriAl 2sylmn and had teken an active p:qt 
in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 'rerri torial Asylum held in cT::muary "nd 
February. It supported the High Commissioner 1 s aiJpeal for as Elany States as 
possible to ratify the international legal instrmnents relating to refuGees. 'l':'c 
right of asylum 1-ras a fundamental right under article 16 of the Basic La~-r of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Special institutions had been set up to deal vith 
applications for asylum, the mmiber of which 1-.ras steadily increasing. 

22. In 19'77, the Federal Republic of Germany had already made available or plcdcc·,'J. 
the follm-ring amounts to HCR: $332,000 for the const1·uction of five 11rimary 
schools at Katumba, Tanzania; $500,000 for the improvemcont of basic health s~rvi ,:,,:; 

:in Viet Nam; about $900,000 as a voluntary contribution to the annual prosrm;nne; 
$43,000 for the UNHCR special operation for 0 boat cases"; $220,000 to assist 
refugees in Thailand; and $220,000 for refugees from South~rn Rhoncsia in 
Mozambique. In addition, the Federal Republic of Germany had provided lwlp in 
kind (clothing, blankets, food and medicaments) worth over $220,000 for refuc;c~s 
from southern Africa. At the forthcoming Pledging Conference, it 11ould anno1mce 
its intention of increasing by 25 per cent its 19'78 voluntary contribution to the 
regular assistance prograE~_rne, and it l·ras also considering the possi11ility of r·akint': 
additional f;_mds available to UlJHCR. 

23. The Federal Republic of Germany had already accepted sone 2,400 refut-:"'''s :'r·c·;", 

Chile and about 1, 000 refu13:ees from Indo-China; it •.wuld accept about ~00 i"c1rc, 
including 50 "boat cases", from that area. It had also a::yC'ed to accq•t :~11\•tJJ<'r 
100 Chi.l<~e.n :cefugces frol'l A:cg2ntina. The Fedc;ral Govel'n1:~,;r1t, r:ornrj n,_·cd of l1>e 

impor-i.:2r1Ce of the h 1J.rsanitarian ·.wrk U..'1dertakcn by t~e Office of t}Je :ci.'"l1 
Comrr,issioner, vould continue actively to support its activities cmd · .. onJd ,h'i't 

sponsors of the draft resolutions on the contirnation of the Office :,nd c•n i ·:,· 

Hig!1 Coi:~nissioner 1 s report. 

siLr1i _t'"'i_<~~nt Ll-~ ~Il-it:·:.ri~n ~_;c_c~,.,--i_ccs ll~ld----l·L:..=~:;;n "'uy :_.~he T_Tni_~~~d ~:~i~iul~S ·,· ,, 
hf::r -~-~J i_- rt:·~_·:i ~~ t ion of t,1-;. C -,., e._y i_n ' ... -:!i C}1 t.:-:c :_,r j_ ·:::_~1 r C: _. -~i_ ~-:: .~ -i_r-,n t:__-.l .. 1--~ o_d (1 i_ ·-:>~-:~-~ '-t' '' · i :
a<J,-;i L.-~o~l:ll J.'esr,rJ~1si1-Jili tit:s r~r~tl·'_:~:_;t2'd to }'i~J lJJ Lhe G~nc-f'~l _'\_,:~·~c.-~·bly L i 1 .· 

thi i't;,·- first s<::s sion. As the lH)'-~:1.<::rs of l'(' "~. j<~ecs 011d diS"!_' l'-' ced p<~rsc'·~J:: 

to inc~·:::,'J3e, in p:lL'ticcJlar e.s a l'e.;ult of t;"c; rqcist l~olici<'s of Gc,··;· ,. ' . i ~ i 11 
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J ~·"rn h1~~"ica, it v.'as tecon::ing f.'ore and nore di ffi cult and cor:.-rlex tc 
:,~~::c:y ·,:vl nrotecti•.n 2nd t"w r.c:.=;·c;ttler_:c~1t of refut·2es. 

> ;~e Cc: it te:e coul~l ''iCJt b~~t s:1are t~1e ~~reat cor~:_-c;rn ex:;resst=d 1Jy ti~e ::i <:1 
c- :_ssic--~r::-r coLce:r~-;in~ t~J.'2 n·u.:--.~::-ro·us and serio:1s ir.:'rin::t=~-.--_ents of t.:-1-2 ~reci·•'lc 

__ l--; .~-:.r!.U ~·ore; _ _::enc-::rally of t~eir t'asic ~r-.:~·:,Jn ri_!~lts; t:1,~-,.r r:·-: :'!·:-

:_t~:::-=--l~·~t~_c!~2l 1~:;"7~1 il~_3tr:.;~ ·~uts ~1.nd j_qflictcd ~ ~.liti!-'Jl"=ll -.'.tf .. , · 

on :c.:..:s ~) ·:-rc --:]1·-:"_ll;:r ~~:on:=; tt:e :·~ost vu1ncra1~~le. She }~s_j (!O~·_ed '._:_th 
a1)fl'C·ci '"'" tj CI~ t 1·: 'lt b 'i-;CR :;ad interYened j n cases of breaches of t:1e princip1 ._,,c; ') ,. 
as:1lur::. c-,_n\~ nc:r2-refoule:~cr>t, v 11ich constituted the mini!Ylal conditions nece::;sary :\J!' 
SUl'Yi ·,cal, ~?<.·i ,co 1·:e 1~,o~>.""n Vwt t;Je United ?:,;ti.r:1S Co21ference on Territorial f.:_;~,cl 

'.wul:l C'Jj·i;_·~,-~~ :_i_-:; errorts to Ul"'lft a COI::'dlt,j(:m on territorial :_o_syl·,;l'l. 

26. Tn T_:;t:n !--;"rica, t 11e I)roblcns of ref 1-:-:ccs cont-i:n~ed to rec.:ive the YJ :il_•:,t 
atte-·1tion uf ;, ::--iCE\ and ·:::_ o-eco11d re:=;ional office res~:onsible for north--~\·,'C:stern 

Latin~~ :·::l'ica '13.d hec-:n e:st2blis'1ed in Peru. 1I01·:ever, the r•ain focus of Ul:HCR':; 
'\·ror:t<: >·:?·':_ ·, c·:n ~-:: ~"~2i:1 ::nd ;,frica, \,'here the cons·~~,'!.-c.:c-nces of colonial c:xploit:1i i<"l, 
racisT. 1 _),,_-=~,_-.:;-~:;!1 ·_--<l~i ir-e-:;crl~Jist 'Tetrs l1ad set ~~i_clrift t~~e lAr·~~~st nn~·1ter:-~ of 

It vas rec::cettable that the- ,~c"fc-ct of volunt:u·y 
repatl'i3Giun of uisjll?.cccl pr:-rsor:s to ne~rly :in(,erenc1.<::-nt States, such 'lS :'o~8r.J1)i'·i''>, 

had been of"'set by a ne~,; influx of refusees from Zir·tahh'e '1nd South Africa, ,-;o 
t:hat t:~2 '~ <l' .·,J l L~J··c:J.c-r C<Yltil"!Ucd to incre~se. The E:llon~OllS 1.:robler1::; tc':'tail<'·l 
(coun~·eJlinc;-, e(:··1cation and tre.ining, >mel local inter::rrJ.tion) c;uld be :;olvcd c'l'l,v 
by the ir~~~c1v·) <.:nt and supr;ort of all Tler11Jer States and the '\·Thole United ~hc;.tic .. ns 

systu~ .. 

27. -J2: 3:l.C'l r.oted with satisfaction the COo·Ol'dinqtin[; i_ntcr3.csE:l1CY fliJ1Ctic>l1S oi' 
UiJECR ' . .Ti tl1 r·:::__:·.i:d to consul tetions, -;-l~,n!'::in·_; nnd _r:ooling of resource-s. Tt ~·L~o 

velc<JLcd Lee:: vital role playe:·,~~ 'Ly intt.:~'[OYClTllY·r-tal Gl't~ani:~:::.tions olvl Il.fric:m 
libC::l'i.'ct:i_on ~'O"F::Gcnts - '\·:ith ' . .r>i ch UllliCR ".~ss ~tr,~w_;:t~wnin~ its contads ~~ :"nu LlJc' 
I<lrtici~-·3.1'1~~'1 Jf non--!__;'oY,,r,,v--:-7-"l or~:"ni::at-i_r::·ns. 
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r<:::J.ui::_·,='·~ if TT.riCR "~-:.s to 1:,e ena.!-,1eri t•) di.~3Li-_.:,:r,:_:P :ct::: :·:c-• .. - l' ·.~·-o:--Jc:i:- ·it.i __ ?. 

1:·i 1 i. t·"-- y 2nd _roli tical conf1icts -,·]Ji r;h ~7··-re at t;,::: rcJot o= t:.e ~·t;:'' ·e:·~ --~ o· ,_ , 
Were t!"l,-:"~~sc:lves t!-le result Of i_!~~b3!i;llCC'S in the ~:orld, 2r1d t>:_t:: ~cr_~; C ... ;'J::3·-:2 0~~ '~~]_ 

tl:ose e:vi1s ':rere C"conor,ic ljnder--<'Jcve1o;-:,r~r-,t, ')T1oit·~t.io:'- C:!~d ~-::::::; 1 ,·i:c" ·. :, __ _ 
Ul1HCR's activitit::s sho11ld be l'-2-IC:rdc::d ~~s 2n iLt.=;;:_;ral T·art of t~:c -.:::-:•~ ·-:.•:·~· 'c''S c: 
intE:or:-,e_tionctl cur','m~nit·· to t-::se l'E:lations bi_ct· .. ·,:-en rmtictJS 2::·-~ ~-~::"'t:~ C•CJ c· "'-'t 

the i::-8-rticipation of States th(~_rein truly ,._.ni. \r,~~(3:~l. fo~ _Ci?:.i.a _ _c'2t~ 1 0(~ ; ~":,-:- ,.,-:_ '.: i ·-- i 

concern and '.wuld continue to do its best to heln &C'l1ieve t:~at ic~ro!.·tc;rJt 2i~. 

UNHCR's hur.mnitarian activity concerned not only a :::ro.lr· of ce:•.:cc~·i·?S 'Jut ·"r 
as a -.r!wle. revert!1eless, if a bro~Cier ::-·3~'-Li_.::i_,·-,_tion of :'t:·-·te:s i~;_ t~-;rY~t? 'lCl..i·.~r.. 

was to be achi<C'ved, at lec.st t\·.'O conclit:iorl3 · •.st :.·e ' ;-,, i_rst, -:c,·L~:,-, ,, 
could not be settled vrithout tal·~ing into acco ~ut t:•e ::;:_,,~,;j~'::ic ·.:o,-::,~it:i_c)l-s of:> 
area in wirich UJ.,iHCR vas called upon to act. Secor:c'l, :.c:l"'.' ef=o:rt si-r.ou1d be ',-,__,·:c: 
to ensure that TTl'r]HCR's activities -... ere not c1i-,-~:rted f'rcrc, :_·,,~ir :,},:.rely 1-.:t:r:,:'l:--!i'i.·,,·-i·.,-. 
purpose. 

31. ROl 2nia's cc--opcr?tion vith u- '~CR 1-:_:_-id st.'lrted fov: ~.-.· -"C _·-:·l:i.:~·, ··.': ~:-n r-:-;e 

High Cor '"issi_c,Eer had a:opealecl to the ?ol·::mi>m aut11ori·V_·:-.3 Lv ~ "'- ~-c·l·,_::e 

number of Chilean refugees. Since that time, a total of 1,100 ref~; __ -. __ ,~s ~~·1d sc:U1 -.~ 

in Romania for long--term intec:ration. In addition to l'l'Ovj·'i:c:; c-C•l' :ll th:ir 
material needs, the rr:unicir·ali ty of :Gucl,arest ,yffeJ'ecl tl-_c::J·. o~- c.l'~ ,.''it; '-='s fOl' 
employm,c;nt, education and vocational t1·aining. 'Il:1e su1,sic1irc; --?ir~ ·.o t''e .refu~~~~~·s 

for a period of one year \vere ea_ui valent to the bw' :et of ·on ('>-:ct ..=-~·:·•·ise Hi th 
1,400 eelployees. Although that assistance Jid not _;'Jr.t?c-:.r ,c:.3 ·n :i_iE~" in the 1u:1- 't 
of UIJHCR, it should be vieued as ::m important volnnLary conLril'<.liion to t'le Offi,:.:, 
and in that connexion, his delegation noted •.-rith ~3atisf:1ct.ion tll~t the 1:if:!h 
Commissioner had acrc:ed to subr~it to the ~~zecutive Cor:'i~~tr:e ·'y:_· 'Cti•T>l'0\''11 a 
programrJe to provide r'ledical equi~~·i:ent to a po1ycJinic in -,-ne'· r::-st ,,r:1ich ".-:ould 
mainly benefit the refuc:;ees. Ror.ania lead 21so ''.:c1:: co,,Ll·-il_;,i -ic::;-1c; in }~i.nd to 
progral'_i''le?S for refni;c:es fL'OH1 Tnclo -Ci~l_n2. 8'1d ~~~,i_ ·,'~_,;:: ~~""·:c- :tn~ .. i t t:J t-.>- -.· :~ i. o tc2ncc ~-il'l-

jointly unde-l·tal:cn 1Jy the Off-i.ce of t 11c Ei 11 Cu2'';:~~;,:,r~a· ·::l·l · ·:: .~ocic;1ist 

Republic of Vil:'t _,arr .. 
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