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The meeting was 2alled to order at 11 a.m.

AGEEDA I1TM 87: «FFICE OF TFE UNITED FATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGHID
(a) REPORT OF THE HIGH COIMISSIONER (A/32/12 and Add.l1)

(b) CUESTION QF THE CONTINUATION OF THE OFFICE OF 0+77 ETGH COLIITasIEliER
{(A/32/3, chap. [II, sect. L)

1. Prince Sadruddin AGA KHAN (United Nations High Conmissioner for Refigc
that in a way he represented a nation of the nationless, whecse nurmbers were
constantly growing. It was paradoxical that at the present time, when intern~ti

treaties on the law of the sea and outer stace were being formilated, there oxiv

people for whom there was no refuge on land or sea and who did not kxnow where Lo
The purely huranitarian activities of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees were determined by the crnseguences of strusg es and
political conflicts throughout the world.

2. The year 1977 had witnessed an unvrecedented incrcase in the @ woiber of
refugees from South Africa where the system of apartheid, bascd on the distorti

of political values and hostility to the people, was being perpctuated; the excius

from Ramibia and Zimbabwe was continuing. A1l States must act in concert to ansi..

the host countries and the refugees of that region. UNKECR had been cleosely
associated with the missions sent by the United NWations pursuant to Genoral Aur
resolution 31/126 and the resolutions of the Economic and GSocial Council and the
Security Council concerning assistance to Botswana and lMozambique. TIn that
connexion he was happy to state that in reply to his appeal the international
community had already provided $11 million of the $16 million requested for the

Emergency Assistance to South African Student Refugees prograrme. That prograrmee
had been undertaken in close co-overation with the United Nations Fducational and
Training Trogroarme for Southern Africa. However, the flood of rerQCtb continued

and they would still neced nassistance in 1978. 1In addition, having beon nade

Co-ordinztor of the United Nations Prooramae of Humanitarian Assistance Lo Angola

in 1976, he had requested contributions with a view to oltaining L8,000 tons or
food and $32.5 million in cash. By mid-1977 more than three fourths of that swm
and 38,000 tons of food had been received or pledged.

3. Tew problers wvere conn‘~nb13 veing added to those wrnich already eoricted. o

exannple, 200,000 rcefu_ces had vecently arrived in Angola. It was also noeeess oy
" duratle solutions fTor the problem of refugezs and disvlaced : s
d

ed g
in three yverrs

1, from Cyprus - where the veolume of asslstance crovide
283 million - and Vestern Sshara.
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(Brince Cndruddin Ara booen)

inplementation of projects totalling $5 million in the Socialist Repub’ic of

Viet Tam and the Lao People's Democratic Republiec, with the full cc-op. tion of
overnments of those countries. In that connexion, he welcomed the adcptinn

by the General ‘Lssembly of resolution 32/3 calling for reconstructicn aid to

Viet Nam. It should not be forgotten that there was a close relationship ©-twen

UNFCR's assistance prosrermes and its protection functicons. On t=hslf of the

persons vho were taking to sea in small hosts he had made an appeal, together sith

L

the Cecretary--Goneral of the International Maritime Consultative Croaniszation, 1o
ship-owners to cbserve the tiraditiconal rules of rescue of persons in distr2s n
the high seas and had again urged countries to let those refugees discribark at

their ports and to offer them opportunities for settlement locally or for

resettlement elsevhere. In addition, UNHCR was deeply concerned at the fute o Lhe
refugees who had arrived in Thailand. It was urgeni to find a lasting solution to
their problems and to provide them with r.aterial and moral assistance. He thorceiuve
urged all Governments to support UNHCR's programmes in Thailand and adjoining ir-as,

where financial requirements in 1978 would be at least as great as in 1977.

5. In Latin America the situation of refugees remained precarious. UNHCR had
relocated 8,000 refugecs from Chile and 9,600 refugees from Argentina and Peru 1t
more than 5,000 persons had still to be resettled outside Latin America. However,
regional solutions were preferable. It was therefore to be hoped that with the
continuation of resettlement in 1978 the situation would improve sufficiently to
facilitate the local integration of those who remained.

6. In all its activities, UNHCR was motivated by its dedication to the principle
of the dignity and worth of the human perscon, which in its case meant the refugce
In the protection of refugees, which frequently amounted to the protection of life
itself, half-measures were worthless. TIn that connexion he said that the Exscutive
Committee of the High Cormissioner's FPv -ramme at its twenty-eighth session had
recommended that further accessions to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Frotocol
relating to the Status of Refugees should be promoted, as should the withdrawal of
the geogranhical 1limitation still maintained by certain States 1in respect of their
obligations under those instruments; had expressed the hope that the States parti-s
to those instruments would establish procedures for the determination of refugce
status and give favourable consideration to UNHCR participation in thcse procedar.s
and, lestly, had recormended that the statute of the Office of the High Commicoicrer
should serve as a basis for the jcrotection 1unction of the Figh Moomissioner in

respeet of States which hind not y+-C acceoded to the 1251 Conv'ntjrﬂ or the

1967 tocol. The essential noed was to ensure thast the haman rlo s
of r= ces should be rezpected, for violaticns woevs dicte “reyient.

T. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Torritorisl fsylam, convenced from

10 Jenmery to b Februaary 1977 in accordance ~with G-~ -2l Az cvbly resolation

3458 (¥¥¥), nfortoaately ad not Leen able Yo corry oot fte madnte within O o
alloosted 2 ond had ceecmended that the Toucesl tosoembly bt its thisty-ooeond



(Lrine T )
o &l cutd o Laiier the aucttion o7 ¢ Tavening at an spproypriate Liiee o4 1
S Ton ot rhe Oonfercnce.  Consultation: on that sutter vere continulie:.

Tovernment 21
rt of U.salR'a
I ly hwrniterio»,
But t vition mf tlet fact shoaid e teherd by roaterial
Bec- i 28ing oo Ler of “epoocs 1l ecuchout the world d
asslsteance, UDRCR wOU]u need $72.7 »illicn in 1){8 to carry out its re

r't@d s stantlally in the f‘”*n\l

particularly those that had not so Tar iart 2
~d21ing Conference which was scnuidlwd

i

activities and srecial operations. He rccor

e i

of these sctivities to be gencrous =t the 71

to tahe place on 18 Tovenmber.

i g his post at the end of the y-oar, he

tee would cantiine to vaintain its co-oreration

€ i

9. I

-
O
IS

expressa: Te L at the LOT’iI

with U.JHCR for the benerit of refur and 1i-2lace and that the
application of the United Tatiors Leromnd e pad that it unheld ool
help sorcday to prevent further T an toozodies,

10, Mr. MOTHO.B (Belgium) said that the srmial ceport of the ‘mited Natlons i h

Commissioner for Refugees beought Toth -l -3 3nd eonfort: cwiness at the
steadily increzzing plight of the »e™ i ¢rs, = ul comfort 2t the adrivable and
genercus way 1n which the High Corvidsosi o :r sna his colleagues wore carrying out
their tasks. The activities of UWICR & ential elemsnt of the vrotection
of the rigshts of the human person. The G fice Of the High Cowmissioner protected
persecuted persons and political refugces throughout the world while renaining
neutral snd objective and refraining from ziving any political connotation to itn
humanitarian and social wvork. DBelgium wss in faveour of contin the Office ot
the High Comaissioner for another five vears, for its existon
than ever before. He vished to join the st nsors of the drsft resnlation by whicoh
the General "zzembly would deeide to cont’ 3 ihe Ofvice, ne =1, 0 the Iealt
resolution by which it would t : )

nore justiciod
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13. His Zovernment contritiated aviroxicst
progsrerae of UCR, =«ad in 1277 it .ad cont ] ate
Belcian francs for special operations. Tn & 10 id 1 ; o
every year as its share of the cost of UPHCR‘ orrices in 3elgium and vwas ~Tuw v
to double that contribution as soon as circumstances permitted.

1k, The January 1977 session of the Conference on Territorial Azylum had rob
achieved any conclusive rasults:; any future session vould have to The L.-tior
prepared, and more vigorcus preliminary contacts would have to be rade with
GOVcrnments that were truly concerned with finding a nuznitarvien solution to bt .2
problem. His delegation would endorse the consensus which would inevitably - <@ =
with respect to any resolution on the problem of refuzze students from Sonth
Africa.

15. MNr. KASLI:ERI (Thailand) said that his country decepnly appreciatcd the d=votion
and effectiveness with which the United Mations High Cormissioner for Refu=r-s

and his staff carried out their work on behalf of the “eprived »f the vorid
the contribution they had made to internatiornal proace nd haiveory. By rooeon of
geographical and other circumstances and its fidelity to a humanitarvian tradition
based on Buddhist precepts, Thailand had always teen 2 lend of refa-e, Having
recently had to face the cowplex problems brought about by suaden ond lurge
influxes of refugees from neighbouring countries, and .oved by purely itacanitari n
considerations, Thailand had requested and received huranitarisn assisbtance Traor
UWHCR. Co-operation between his Government and UNHCR had bepun in 19750 The

new Agrcement concluded on 22 July 1377, on the basis of the latest zvperl in viich

. N N . i .
the High Cormissioner had set a tarcoet of ©12.3 million tovards the o cerme 15
Thailand, upheld the sovereipgn rizhts of Lis nation sl recoonized the Jtdcs o
the Hlﬁh Coizni ssio cr in accordance with his sttt te on Y zhalf of (= t?

vere focordsd due TorTortoncee,
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flow »uld be reduced and eventually cease. ‘[Thailand had granted temporary asylum
to a ~ srzer nueier of "boat cases" from Viet Tam than other countries, and several
hunived not included in the 1,6Lk persons mer iuned had already been resetbtled in
third countries. Tn an effort to find a regional approach to that probl-om aud to
the problem of Iado-Chinese displaced persons in zeneral, the Heads of Goverment
of the rerbers of the Association of South-East fsian Tations, rezeting at

Kuala "o» vuar in August 1977, had stated their huwanitarian concern in a joint
commv. 7 i and had urged UNHCR and other relevant agencies to assist in the
resettlement of the persons involved.

17. In his statement in the general debate of the General Assembly, Thailand's
Minister for Foreign Affairs bad =xpressed the hope that other United Nations
specialized agencies and bodies concerned would be urged by the General fsszeriiy
to render their fullest support to the High Commissioner in solving the
international humanitarian problem of displaced persons and that countries in a
position to do so would translate their concern for humanitarian affairs into
concrete action by further increasing their support for the assistance programme

in Thailand, particularly by asgreeing to receive large nubers of displaced persons.
In that connexion, it was worthy of note that at its twenty-eighth secssion, the
Executive Committece of the High Coumissioner's Programme had stressed the nced for
continued hunanitarian assistance, particularly in the area of resettlerent, and
had urged the international cormunity to co-operate fully with the High Commissioner
by extending such assistance.

18. The influx of displaced persons only aggravated the problems of ‘Thailand, a
small developing country which already had a large pooulation and one of the highest
population growth rates in the world. The financial and administrative burdens

on the country were enormous and had been only partly alleviated by international
assistance. Resettlement of the displaced persons in third countries provided only
a partial solution, as only the best gqualified or most skilled =s1mong them would
have resettlement oprortunities. It was therefore to be hoped that international
efforts would continue relentlessly to find wore durable solutiors, including
voluntary vepatriation in accordance with internatiorally recognized humanitarian
principles. Thailand was genuinely endeavouring to promote such principles in spite
of all its difficulties, but a swall country should not be exvected to carry alone
the burden of a mroblem that was cssentially internntional,

19. Lir. HRKERL (Foizral Rzpublic of Geroany) =s1id that the political and militury
events of 9?6 and 1977 nad brought gbout a new flow of refugoes which made UWIHCH's
WOTK T/ ¢ NeCEsS3ary bhin cvbr. Stressing vle aareanitarian natore of
that workx, he s=1i : ) Cormissioner and bis
StaIf Limpioned, human rights of refnoes,

mrortance to the
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if possible, intensification of such assistance. t was to be hoped, therefure,
that more and more countries would make a contribution to that assistance. His
Governrent had supported the Office of the United Nations High Coumissioner for
Refugees ever since its creation.

21. In addition to having been one of the first countries to ratify the 1951
Convention reslating to the Status of Refugces and to accede to the surplonen iy
Protocol of 1967, his Government had ratified the principal internaticnal
instruments concerning refugees, namely, the Convention relating to the Status
of Stateless Persons, the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and the
Protucol relating to Refugee Seamen. The Federal Government continued to Tavour
the adoption of a convention on territorial asylum and had tsken an active part
in the Confercnce of Plenipotentiaries on Territorial Asylum held in Jaznuary .amd
February. It supported the High Commissioner's sppeal for as many States as
possible to ratify the international legal instruments relating to refugees. ‘ihe
right of asylum was a fundamental right under article 16 of the Basic Law of the
Federal Republic of Germany. Special institutions had been set up to deal with
applications for asylum, the number of which was steadily increasing.

22. TIn 1977, the Federal Republic of Germany had already made available or pledoed
the following amounts to HCR: $332,000 for the construction of five primary
schools at Katumba, Tanzania; $500,000 for the improvement of basic health servicos
-in Viet Nam; about $900,000 as a voluntary contribution to the annual progranme;
$43,000 for the UNHCR special operation for "boat cases"; $220,000 to assist
refugees in Thailand; and $220,000 for refugees from Southern Rhodesia in
Mozambique. In addition, the Pederal Republic of Germany had provided help in

kind (clothing, blankets, food and medicaments) worth over $220,000 for refugces
from southern Africa, At the forthcoming Pledging Confcrence, it would announce
its intention of increasing by 25 per cent its 1978 voluntary contribution to the
regular assistance programme, and it was also considering the possibility of raking
additional funds available to UHHCR.

23. The Federal Republic of Germany had already accepted some 2,400 refupsecs rom
Chile and about 1,000 refugees from Indo-China; it would accent about 200 rore
including 50 "boat cases'", from that area. It had also agrced to accept ancther
100 Chilean refugees from Argentina. The Federal Governrment, convineed of {he
importence of the humanitarian work undertaken by the Ofrfice of the “ivh
Commissioner, would continue actively to supvort its activities and would jcin
sponsors of the draft resolutions on the continuation of the Orifice ond cn the
High Coumissioner's report.

2h selivities were zwong the ot
Lhe TIniied I=iions :
coiisasioner had dischoor ol U
1onal vresy the Czneral teserbly L ito
thirty-Tirst session. As the nuricrs of religees and disnlaced persons cond aed
to incrozese, in particular as a result of tlhe racist policies of Gove o i~ in
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oW E_ern Africa, it was becoming rore and more difficult and comrlex tc conmure UV o:
27zty nd vrotecticn end the rezsesttler=nt of refugzes.
2 ne Corrittee could not but share the sreat cornc
C-+ “ssioner concernins the nur.erous and serious in?
o oot oo oo eco3 2nd rore cenerally of their basic A
Vil ot ez of o temnational lesal irnstrurents and i i
on Jo:oiCas o vore 2lroady srong the nost vulnerable noted oth
avgrecisticn that WWHECR had intervened in cases of broao%es of the principles of
asvlum and nen-refoulerent, which constituted the minimal conditions necessary for
survival, znd 3he hored thau the United Vaticns Conference on Territorial fsyl v
would conticre 1is efforts to draft a cornvention on territorial asylim,
ica, the problens of refizces contiauved to receive the vi ailent
and 2 gecond regional office resconsible for north-western
reen <stablished in FPeru. t rain focus of UIHCR's
3ia znd Africa, vwhere the e colonial exploitation,
nd imrerialist rars had th ost nurers of
ess peorle, Tt was regr cct of voluntary
placed persons to neuly 1 such s fozambigae,
a nev influx of refugecs uth Africa, so
z urher continued to increase. tig wormous vroblens entailed
mzel twon and training, and local interration) could be solved orly
by the icvalva Lnt and support of all llermber States and the whole United llations
systor.
27. Jaraics roted with satisfaction the co-.ordinating interagency fwnctions of
UJECR with ro_orrd to consultetions, rlsauanins and rooling of resources. Tt olso
welcor.zd the vital role playeld Ly intercovermental organications and African
liberation ovoments - with vihvich WHICR was strensthenine its contacts ~ and the
particiratiza »f non-poviernroital or sinizations.
28, U sain that trhe Unic- d otions !
the cz, the other and, auch activiiion
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as a wnole. Ievertheless, if a broader rariici.-
was to be achieved, at least two conditiocns o5t :
could not be settled without talking into accont
area in which UrHCR was called upon to act. Sacor
to ensure that THWHCR's activities were not diverted r.
purpose.
31. Rorania's cc-operation with U HCR had started four oz -rlir, e
High Cormissicner had avoealed to the Poranian autlolitics Lo i U oa dorce
number of Chilean refugees. Since that time, a total of 1,100 refu-ces mad seitl:
in Romania for long-term intepration. 1In addition to rrovidiaz for 21l tlaeir
material needs, the municipality of Zucharest offered ther or oriwritics Tor
employment, cducation and vocational training. The subsidirs v21d o the r Cos
for a period of one year were eguivalent to the buld et of =n mmterrrise with
1,400 erployees. Although that assistance did not .prear 23 :n iter in the Tud -t
of UNHCR, it should be viewed as an important voluntary contlritution to the Crfice
and in that connexion, his delegation noted with satisfnction that the High
Commissioner had agreced to submit to the Fryecutive Corrittee “or armroval a
prograume to provide medical equircnent to a polyclinic in Tuel -rest which would
mainly benefit the refugces. Rorania had also 1:udz wowtvﬂinliona in xind to
progravmes for refugees from Tnde-Cihina and “i s T ooaisbance noc
Jointly undertaken by the Oiffice of the i h 2 Tocialist
Republic of Viet Jarm.
32, Tu oooaciasion, B
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