
3 : ; 

UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 
SOCIAL COUNC 

D i s t r . 
LIIHTED 

E/CIT.4/L.I427 
2 3 Pebrusry 1979 
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STATUS OP TUB IHTEimTIOIIA.L COVEIIAIWS- OH HUl-mi RIGHTS 

X'ederal Repuhlic ox Germany, iSene.f^al. 
Sv.'e den, Urup:u&y; d ra f t re so l u t i o n 

The Cormaission on Hiunan Ripht_G., 

J'iind.ful that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R ights c ons t i tu t e the f i r s t 

a l l - emhrac ing and l e g a l l y b inding i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s 

and., t o g e the r with the Universa l Dec l a ra t i on of l iman R i g h t s , fomi the heart o f the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i l l o f Hunan R i gh t s , i 

Not ing the forthcoming entry in to f o r c e of a r t i c l e 4I o f the Covenant on 

C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l E i gh t s , 

R e c a l l i n g i t s reso lut i '^n 9 (XXXIV) of 24 February 1978 and General Assembly 

r e s o l u t i o n 33/51 o f I4 December 197o., 

l l indful o f Economic and Soc ia l Council r e s o lu t i ons 1930 ( L X ) o f 11 May I976 

and 1970/20 o f 5 llay 1973, 

Having conGiderecl. the r e p o r t o f the Secretary-General--^ on the status o f the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, Soc ia l and. Culttu-al R i g h t s , the I n t e rna t i ona l 

Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , and the Opt ional P ro t oco l to the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and. P o l i t i c a l R i gh t s , 

Not ing wi th apprec i a t i on tha t , xollo\-/ing the appeals o f the General Assembly 

and the Conimission^ rnoro i^cmber S ta tes have acceded to the Interna.tiona .1 Covenants 

or. Human R i gh t s , 

Bear ing i n mind the important r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Econi^mic and Soc ia l Council 

i n r e l a t i o n to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s , 
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Recogniz ing the important r o l e o f the Human R ights Committee in the 

implementa.tion o f the I n t e rna t i ona l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R ights and 
2 / 

the Opt ional P r o t o c o l t h e r e t o , a.s r e f l e c t e d in i t s repor t ,—' 

1 . Reaf f i rms the importance o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 'Covenants on Human E ights • 

as major par ts o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to promote un i v e r sa l r espec t f o r and " 

observance o f hmian r i g h t s and fundamental f reedoms; 

2. Expresses s a t i s f a c t i o n ;:..t the seriou.s manner in vh icb the 

Human Rights Committee i s cont inuing to undertaJlce i t s f unc t i ons ; 

3. Expresses the hops that the cons ide ra t i on o f r epo r t s submitted under 

the Internat iona, ! Covenant on Economic, Soc i a l and Cul tura l R ights v j i l l "be 

undertsicen by the Economic and Soc i a l Counc i l ; 

4 . A;::ain i n v i t e s a l l Stated;..•ViMch. have not y e t done so to become p a r t i e s to 

the Interna, t ional Coven?„nt on Economic, Soc i a l and Cul tura l Rights and the 

Internat iona. l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R ights as v.'ell as to cons ider 

acceding to the Opt ional P r o t o co l t h e r e t o ; 

5. I h v i t e s the S ta tes p a r t i e s to the I n t e rna t i ona l Covenant on C i v i l and 

P o l i t i c a l R ights to cons ider raalcing the d e c l a r a t i o n prov ided f o r in a r t i c l e 41 o f 

that Covenant; 

6. Apprec ia tes that the Human Rights Committee continues to s t r i v e f o r 

uniform standards in the implementation o f the p r o v i s i ons o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R ights and o f the Opt ional P r o t o c o l t he r e t o and 

emphasizes the importance o f the s t r i c t e s t compliance by States p a r t i e s with t h e i r 

o b l i g a t i o n s under the Covenant. 

7. Draws the a t t e n t i o n o f States not ye t p a r t i e s to the Covenants to the 

r epo r t i ng p o s s i b i l i t i e s prov ided under Economic and Soc i a l Council 

r e s o l u t i o n IO74 C ( X X X D C ) as axnended by r e s o l u t i o n s 1 9 3 8 ( L X ) and I 9 7 8 / 2 O . 

8 ' Talces note o f paragraph 1 2 o f r e s o l u t i o n 53/51 in \'h.ich the General 

Assembly requested the Secre ta ry -Genera l , bear ing in mind the request o f the 

Human Rights Committee f o r adequate s e c r e t a r i a l a s s i s t ance , having regard to the 

o v e r - a l l needs f o r s e r v i c i n g the I n t e rna t i ona l Covenants on Human R ights and the 

Opt ional Pro toco l ' , and be ing informed o f the ahortcige o f s t a f f and resources o f the 

j^ivisior. ' o f Huiuan Rig ] ; ts o f the S e c r e t a r i a t , to wrdce approprir,to s i iggest ions 

2 / O f f i c i a l records o f the General Assembly, t h i r t y - t h i r d s e ss i on . 
Supplement No. 40 (A/33/40). 
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i n the proposed programme budget f o r the biennium 1980-1931 w i th regard, to 

adequate s t a f f and. resources needed f o r s e r v i c i n g the above-mentioned, instruments, 

tak ing i n t o account General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 3534 (XXX) o f 17 December 1975 

and 31/93 o f 14 December 1976. 

9- Requests the Secre tary-Genera l to submit t o the Commission on Human R ights 

at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h sess ion a r epo r t on the status of the In t e rna t i ona l Covena.nt 

on Economic, Soc ia l and Cul tura l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and. 

P o l i t i c a l R ights and the Opt ional P ro toco l to the In t e rna t i ona l Covenant on 

C i v i l and. P o l i t i c a l R i gh ts and to inc lude in th i s r epo r t in format ion on the work 

o f the Economic and Soc ia l Council and i t s V/orkin^ Group on the implementation o f 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S v c i c i a n d Cultural R i g h t s . 


