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Argentina, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Her zegovina, Bulgaria, Chile,

Costa Rica, Ecuador, France, Ger many, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Latvia, Malta,
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Senegal, Slovenia, Spain, Togo and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland: draft resolution

Policies and programmes involving youth

The General Assembly,

Recalling the World Programme of Action for Youth, adopted by the General
Assembly in its resolutions 50/81 and 62/126,1

Recalling also that in its resolution 62/126, the General Assembly requested
the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its sixty-fourth session, through
the Commission for Social Development at its forty-seventh session, on the
implementation of eleven of the fifteen priority areas of the World Programme of
Action, namely armed conflict, drug abuse, environment, girls and young women,
health, HIV/AIDS, information and communications technology, intergenerational
issues, juvenile delinquency, leisure-time activities and youth participation in
society and decision-making,

Emphasizing that all fifteen priority areas of the World Programme of Action
for Youth are interrelated,

Sressing the important role of effective sectoral and cross-sectoral national
youth policies, reflecting youth in all its diversity, as well as of international
cooperation in promoting the achievement of the internationally agreed development
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,

1 |n paragraph 1 of Commission for Social Development resolution 47/1, the Commission
reaffirmed the World Programme of Action to the Year 2000 and Beyond and its Supplement
(see General Assembly resolution 62/126, annex) as a unified set of guiding principles to be
referred to henceforth as the World Programme of Action for Youth.
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Takes note of the report of the Africa Commission entitled “Realizing the
potential of Africa’s youth”,2 which addresses ways to create employment for young
people through growth led by the private sector and improved competitiveness of
African economies,

Welcoming the fifth World Youth Congress to be held in Istanbul, Turkey,
European Capital of Culture 2010, from 31 July to 13 August 2010, and also
welcoming the initiative of the Government of Mexico to host a World Conference
for Youth in Mexico City from 24 to 27 August 2010, which will focus on the issue
of youth and development in the context of the Millennium Development Goals,

Welcoming also the youth-related initiatives of the Alliance of Civilization,
such as Silatech, a youth employment initiative launched by Qatar, the annual
International Youth Forum of the League of Arab States, whose third forum, on
“Youth and migration: a human-rights based approach” will be held from 14 to
20 November 2009, and the inaugura Youth Olympic Games, to be held in Singapore
from 14 to 26 August 2010, the aim of which is to inspire youth around the world to
embrace, embody and express the Olympic values of excellence, friendship and
respect, and welcoming further 2010 as the International Year for the Rapprochement
of Cultures and, in this regard, stressing the importance of increasing international
youth interaction,

Recognizing the special vulnerability of young people in the current financial
and economic crisis, in particular with regard to youth unemployment and
precarious working conditions,

Emphasizing that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights, are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in aspirit of brotherhood, and, in this regard, underlining the particular vulnerability
of youth to all forms and manifestations of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance, and also to various extremist political parties,
movements and groups that are based on neo-nazi, neo-fascist and other violent
ideologies,

1. Reaffirmsthe World Programme of Action for Youth;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
entitled “Implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth: progress and
constraints with respect to the well-being of youth and their role in civil society”;3

3. Sresses that youth are often among the main victims of armed conflict,
expresses its deep concern at the violations of international humanitarian law that
undermine the protection of the human rights of civilians in armed conflict, and
calls upon Member States, in accordance with the World Programme of Action for
Youth, to take concrete measures to further protect and assist young women and
men in these situations, bearing in mind that armed and other types of conflict and
terrorism and hostage-taking still persist in many parts of the world and that
aggression, foreign occupation and ethnic and other types of conflict are an ongoing
reality affecting young persons in nearly every region, from which they need to be
protected, and also calls upon Member States to recognize young women and men as
important actors in conflict prevention, peacebuilding and post-conflict processes;

2 Secretariat of the Africa Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, June 2009.
3 A/64/61-E/2009/3.
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4. Urges Member States to strengthen or establish, in collaboration with
young people and youth-led organizations, youth-friendly substance abuse prevention
programmes and affordable treatment and rehabilitation programmes, in accordance
with existing anti-drug conventions and other instruments of the United Nations, in
order to address the vulnerability of young people to substance abuse and to avoid
marginalization of young people with a substance abuse problem;

5. Emphasizes that the deterioration of the natural environment, including
the impacts of climate change and loss of biodiversity, is one of the principal
concerns of young people worldwide and has direct implications for the well-being
and empowerment of youth both now and in the future, and therefore urges Member
States to:

(@) Promote environmental awareness and protection among youth, inter
alia, by supporting programmes for non-formal education implemented by youth-led
organizations, in accordance with the goals of the United Nations Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development;

(b) Strengthen the participation of youth, as important actors in the
protection, preservation and improvement of the environment at the local, national
and international levels, as envisioned in Agenda 21;4

(c) Ensure the involvement of youth in the renewable and sustainable energy
sectors, through access to adequate education and training, the promotion of youth
employment and entrepreneurship opportunities and cooperation initiatives in these
sectors;

6. Reaffirms the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,5 the Beijing Platform for Action® and the outcome
of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,” urges Member States
to take measures, including the involvement of boys and young men, to promote
gender equality in all aspects of society and to eliminate violence against girls and
young women as a matter of priority, and notes the importance of promoting women
leaders in the public and private sectors as role models for young women and girls;

7. Callsupon Member States to work to ensure that young people enjoy the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health by providing youth with
access to sustainable health systems and social services without discrimination and
by paying special attention to, and raising awareness of, nutrition, including eating
disorders and obesity, to the effects of non-communicable and communicable
diseases and to sexual and reproductive health, as well as to measures to prevent
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS;

8. Reaffirms the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS8 and the
Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS,® and urges Member States to fulfil their

4 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex 11.

5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.

6 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex 1.

7 Resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.

8 Resolution S-26/2, annex.

9 Resolution 60/262, annex.
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commitments on the provision of universal access to prevention, treatment, care and
support in order to halt and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015, engage young
people in the AIDS response, ensure education and employment opportunities to
reduce vulnerability to HIV, provide youth-friendly health services, including
voluntary and confidential counselling and testing, continue efforts to eliminate the
stigma of, and discrimination against, young people living with HIV, and ensure that
HIV/AIDS policies and programmes are reviewed in order that they contribute to
reducing the particular vulnerability of young women and girlsto HIV;

9.  Sresses the potential of information and communications technology to
improve the quality of life of young people, and calls on Member States, with the
support of the United Nations system, donors, the private sector and civil society, to
ensure universal, non-discriminatory, equitable, safe and affordable access to
information and communications technology, especially in schools and public
places, and to remove the barriers to bridging the digital divide, including through
transfer of technology and international cooperation, as well as to promote the
development of locally relevant content and implement measures to equip young
people with the knowledge and skills to use information and communications
technology appropriately and safely;

10. Recognizes the importance of strengthening intergenerational
partnerships and solidarity among generations, and in this regard, calls upon
Member States to promote opportunities for voluntary, constructive and regular
interaction between young people and older generations in the family, the workplace
and society at large;

11. Urges Member States to develop policies and programmes to reduce
youth violence and youth involvement in crime and ensure that judicial systems and
rehabilitation services are safe, fair, age appropriate and in accordance with the
relevant international human rights instruments and promote the well-being of
youth by:

(@) Promoting systematic and comprehensive prevention measures regarding
youth violence;

(b) Providing non-discriminatory access to education, opportunities for
decent employment and leisure programmes that improve the competencies and self-
esteem of young people in detention;

(c) Promoting, where appropriate, the physical and legal separation of
juvenile from adult judicial and penal systems;

(d) Promoting alternatives to detention and institutionalization, such as
social and community service;

(e) Providing support services to young people after they leave juvenile
detention that ensure their full rehabilitation and reintegration into society;

12. Recognizes that leisure time is an important aspect of youth well-being
and health as well as of crime and violence prevention and in this regard calls upon
Member States to protect the right of all youth, particularly of girls and young
women, to rest and leisure and to enhance opportunities for the exercise of this right
in a positive way;
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13. Recognizes that the implementation of the World Programme of Action
for Youth and the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals,
including the Millennium Development Goals, require the full and effective
participation of young people and youth-led organizations, and therefore encourages
Member States to ensure the full and effective participation of youth in the life of
society and in decision-making processes by:

(a) Creating effective channels of cooperation and information exchange
among young people, their national Governments and other decision makers;

(b) Encouraging and promoting youth-led organizations and the important
role they play in supporting young people’s civic engagement, capacity-building and
providing non-formal education through financial and technical support and
promotion of their activities;

(c) Supporting, including through state and local governments, the
establishment and functioning of independent national youth councils or equivalent
bodies;

(d) Strengthening the participation and inclusion of young persons with
disabilities in decision-making processes on an equal basis with others;

(e) Providing young people who are disconnected or socialy and
economically excluded with opportunities to participate in decision-making
processes to ensure their full involvement in society;

14. Calls upon Member States to consider using the goals and targets
proposed in the reports of the Secretary-General 1° at the national level as a means
of facilitating the monitoring of progress towards the implementation of the World
Programme of Action for Youth;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify efforts to further develop and
propose a set of possible indicators linked to the World Programme of Action for
Youth and the proposed goals and targets, in order to assist States in assessing the
situation of youth, with a view to allowing it to be considered by the Commission
for Social Development and by the Statistical Commission at the earliest
opportunity;

16. Recognizes the positive contribution that youth representatives make to
the General Assembly and other United Nations bodies and their role in serving as
an important channel of communication between young people and the United
Nations, and in this regard requests the Secretary-General to support adequately the
United Nations Programme on Youth of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs of the Secretariat so that it can continue to facilitate their effective
participation in meetings;

17. Urges Member States to consider including youth representatives in their
delegations at all relevant discussions in the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council and its functional commissions and relevant United Nations
conferences, as appropriate, bearing in mind the principles of gender balance and
non-discrimination, and emphasizes that such youth representatives should be
selected through a transparent process that ensures that they have a suitable mandate
to represent young people in their countries,

10 A/62/61/Add.1-E/2007/7/Add.1 and A/64/61-E/2009/3.
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18. Recognizes the need for a greater geographical balance of youth
representation, and encourages Member States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to contribute to the United Nations Youth Fund in
order to facilitate the participation of youth representatives from developing countries;

19. Welcomes the recent increased collaboration among United Nations
entities in the area of youth development, and calls upon the United Nations
Programme on Youth to continue to act as the focal point within the United Nations
system for promoting further collaboration.
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