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I. INTRODUCTTON

1. At irs lrlh plenary oeeLing on 2! Sept,emb.'r' f976, the General Assembly
decided. to include in the agenda of its thirty-fir:st session the item entitled
"Adninistrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations with the
srecialized afencies and the 'lnlernaLirnrL Atomic Agency: rcport of the
Advisory Cormittee on Adnxinistrative and Budgetary Questions'' and allocatr:d it
to the Fifth Connnittee.

2, The Fifth Con'nittee considered. this itern at its Bth, fLth, 15th, I?th,
20th, 21st, 2t1th, 25lh" 30th and 38th meetings, between 1)+ October and
30 Novenrber l-976.

3. For its conslderation of this iten , the Committee had before it the
following documents:

(a) Report of the Advisory Coninittee on Administrative and. Budgetary
Questions concerned xith general budgetary trends vithin the
UniteC Nations system, and comnenting on rhe budgets of the
specialized. agencies and the fnternationaf Atomic Energy
xtaencv (A/3I/233 anil Add.t);

(b) Beport of the Advisory Cornraittee cn Administrative and Budgetary
Questions on co-ordination questions in the activities of the
United Nations Environrnent Programme (LTNEP) (A/31/227) ;
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(c) ReFort of the Secretary-General on bodies and organs established for
purposes of adrninistrative and budgetary control, investiAation aJid
co-ordination (A/3f/7, and Corr. 1 and 2)l

(d) eport of the Secretary-General on the continuation of the Joant
Inspection Unit and proposed revised, terms of reference
(A/ 3r/7 j /Add.r and corr.t) I

(e) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral containing a brief, factual
description of the activities of the int e rgovernment al bod.ies i.rhi ch
have recently addressed themsefves to questions related to
adrjnistrative and budgetary control , investi6ation and
co-ordination (A/3r/75 / Add.2) "

4. The reports of the Advisory Comrnittee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions (A/31/227 and. A/ 3I /233 and- Ad.d,1) r,rere introduced by its Chairman in
an oral statement before the Fifth corurittee at its Bth rneetine, on ll+ october,

5. The Under-Secretary-General for Adrninistration and Management, in an oral
statement before the committee at its 2l+th meeting on 5 ltrovember, responded to
conments rnade in the course of the debate and connented on the question of
enhancing the role of the Adrnini str.at ive t4anagenent Service.

6, The Under-Secretary-Generaf for Inter-Agency Affairs and Co-ordinatlon
addressed the Committee at its l]th meeting, on 2T October,

7. In the course of the discussion of this itern, aj-rd u1lon the invitation of
the chairman of the corulittee, statenents vere nade by the repxesentatives of the
Food and Agriculture Organization, the fnternational Labour Organisation,llg
United Nations Educational, Scientific. and Cultural Organization, the l,Iorld liealth
Organization and the observer of Switzerland to the United Nations.

B. The representative of the United lTations nnvironment ptlograrn"ne replied to
queries raised by various delegations in an oral statement at r,he 2oth neeting"
on 1 Novenber.

9, At the 2l+th meeting, when the Conrnittee r.ras discussing the reviev of action
taken on the reconrnendations of the Administratlve l,{anasement service under
agenda item 92, the Cornmittee, at the suggestion of the Chairnan " decided to
proceed with the consideration of this iterp in t'o parts, the first part to be
concerned vith the repoats of the Advisory committee on Administrative anrl
Budgetary questions (A/3I/227 arlld A/3I/233 and Add.1) ancl the second part .v.dth
the remaining reports on this itern, incl-ucling the following tvo 

"eports 
vhich

originally appeared under agenda ltem 9?i

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on revier,r of action taken on the
recommendations of the Adrninistrative l{anagement Service (1,/ C. I / Zt / 6) ;

(b) Related report of the Advisory Comrnittee on Adminlstrative and
Budge Lary Questions (A-/ 3I / P" / Add.. 5) .
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thg 29th neeting, un 15 Novenber, the replesentative ofthe following dTaft resolutian (t/C.j/lJt.6\ :

Cuba introduced.

}The General As sembly,

. - Gr?vefy digturbed by the continuing currency fluctuations in thedeveloped countries in which the organizations of the United Nations
system effect their expenditures.

"Bgarine in mind that the fl-uctuations in exchange rates among thecutrencies of the developed countries in which the headquarters of theorganizations of the United llations system are sj.tuated causesubstantial losses in the budgets of those organizations, which arecurrently defrayed by all the states member" of tho"u orlanizations,

!9!s-t-qqing. the econonic benefits which those developed countriesreceive because the headquarters of the organizations of theUnited llations system are situated therein,

.i. . eesggltC the developed cor.mtries in vhich headquarte"s of theorganlzatrons of the United llations system are situaterl to establishfixed exehange rates, from 1 January I).18, for the foreign exchangetransactions of those organizations, in accordance with ifre exchangeTates prevailin6l in the market on that clate, for which those organizations
may opt in carrying out their foreign exchange transactions;

- l'2. ^AIso leqge_stg those developed countries to provid.e the
5e cretary-ceneral vith information on this natter as soon as possible, inordev that he may report to the General Assembly at its thirtjr_second
s ess ion. "

11" Following some discussion" at the
Conmittee rejected the draft resolutionwith 41 abstentions.

30th neetinp, on 16 llovenber, the
l^l^-r^-t-/\-\Alu.>/ 1Ll 1,"61 by Jd votes to 17,

l.2. The reFresentative of the lletherlands thenresol-uti.on (l/C.513111;.y2) on behalf of C.nua..
intrcduced the folfowing draft
,fapan and the lletherlsnds:

1-hp A rrrri cnn'

Nations with the
question in the

" Ttre Gene"al Assenblll,

^ ..'Iavi"e ??n?igerea lrith appreciation the reports ofuol]lnrrlee on Admlnastrative and Budgetary euestions withadministrative a"nd budgetary co_ordination of the Unitedspecialized agencies and the IAEA, and the co_ordinationactivities of the United llations Fnvironment progran e,

resolutions
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"1. Concurs_ vith the observations end comments of the Advisorlr Conrqittee
ou Adninl'" strative and BrrC,;etary Questions conta-lned therein,

"2. Felers to the orcanizations concerned the observeJions of the^- _----
aJvrsory Coflx--LtLee on A_orn-inrsLraf ive rnD BudqeLary Ou^sl.ic,ns contained. in
oocufienLs A/]L/?33 and A/3L/??7 and brinos Lhe larLer rcport srecifica-Lly Lo
the attention of the Governins Councif of the United .L,lations Snviroru:lent
Pronralime

"3. Fefers the rerort of the Advisory Corunittee on Adrdnistrative and
Budgetary Questions in d,ocunent A/3f/227 to the Con"nittee on prograrrne e-nd
Co-ordination in connexion r^rith the decision of that Cornrrrittee to consider in
deFth environnent progranMes at its seventeenth session in l-9?2,

''4. Feq.uests the S e creta ry-G eneral to refer to
through the Administrative Conrnittee on Co-ordination, matters arisi.no out of
the above-.ment i oned reports and the related discussion in the Fifth Conmittee
uhich crl-Led for Lheir abrentiun and recessarl/ sction, in particu.Lar bac
question of rotation of staff:

"5. Transmits these reports to bhe United, llations Boa,I(-l- of Auditors, to
the nernberi- o?-TIE -Panel of External Auditors and to the Joint Instection
Unit fol' their infornation:

"6. lequests the Advisory Conmittee on Adninistrative
QuesLjons ro continLe its preserrt practice of supl,Ierenling
adrlinistrative and budgetary co-ordination vith reports on
ta'rin- into accounr the sudqeslions ...ade in t,his resfrecL in
in the Fifth Corur'ittee. 'l

and Rr,; dA+ ' 1-r

annrrol ?a-.r?+c 
^h

c',an i +i n nr^hlaac

the discussions

ificaragua 1ater joined the sponsors of the d.raft resolution (A/C. j/3f /L.].Z),

13. The rel,resenlalive of lhe Philio-ines orally lroposed thaL a second prearnbul ar
parasraph be inserted in the dra?I-Gi;Tulion (a/c. r/3r/L.rz) which read as
follows :

"Concerned ],rith the growing need for effective administrative and
luaget6f-co-oidination r,'ithin the frs:,re-rork of the United I.Iations svsten..', .

11.+. The Chairnan of the A.dviscry Comnittee on Administrati.re and Budqetary
Questions ora]ly suggested that the uords "its present pr:actice of supple.entinq?
in operative paragraph 6 of the dralt resolution (A_/c.r/3I/l.rZ) le rerlaced by
the vords "to supplenent, as appropriate, the,',

rr. llre sronsors of draft resolution A/c,5/3L/L.r2 accerrted the oral amendrent
of the Philippines and the suggestion of the Chair.man of the Advisory Corrdttee.

16. Draft resolut ior- A/C.5/3L/L.12, as alrrended, l,ras adopted by consensus
(see para. 22 belo,n, draft resotution A) .
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f7. Also at the 30th meeting, the representative of Canada introduced d.raft
resolution A/c.5/3I/L.I3 on behalf of Algeria, Argentina, Austria, cs.nada srd the
Philippines on the subject of administrative co-ordi"ition or erectronic oata
processing and. information systems in the Unj.ted. I'riations orga:rizations. Nicaragua
later joined the sponsors of the draft resolutior.

18. Draf'b resolut i-on (A/c.r/3r/1.13) r^'as adopted by consensus (see para. 22 belowr,
d.raft Tesolution B).

B. Draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.2flnev" 1

l.9. At the 38th meeting, on 29 Novenber, the representative of India introduced
draft resoluti.on A/C.5/3I/L.21lRev,1 orr behalf of thp dcla.'aiinnq nf rnr:i.a, Japan,
gda&, trre ryg1irertgn(G, l.i-les\e., TgL.L, tr'" urit"a-rt"Ia.r-.i iru#=atitrt" rnq
I$orthern Ireland end_ Uruguay.

20. Draft resolutian A/C.5 /3L/L.2l/Bev.l, concerned with the strengthening of the
role a,Ild functions of the Adrninistrative Mana6lerert Service, vas adopted by
consensus (see para. 22 bel-ow, draft resolution C).

2I. The conments and observations made by delegations in the course of the
d.iscussion of this iteu, as ve11 as the various olal statements made, are reflected
in the sr.rnmary records of the Conmitt ee (A/C,5/3L/SR.B, 1l+, L5,I7, pO,2;_, Z\,zjr
30 and 38 ).

III. RECOMMENI]A1']ONS OF THE FItr'TH COMMITTIE

22. The tr'ifth Cormittee reconmends to the ceneraJ- Assenbly the adoption of the
folJ-owing draft resolutions ;

Administrative and Bud.getary Co-ordination of the
United Nations with the special_ized aeencies and

The General Assemb]y,

Having considered vith appreciation the reports of the Advisory Cornnittee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions relating to administratir-e and buog€rary
co-ordination of the United- Nations with the specialized- agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency, 1/ and to co-ordination questions in the
activities of the United Nations Environment programtne, Zf

Concerned. with the groving need for
co-ord.ination within the framework of the

effective administrative and. bud.getary
Uniteo ltrations system.

tJ a/l/aSZ a"rrd Add.1.

2/ A/3r/227 .
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1. Co curs vith the observations and corunents of the Advisory Connittee on
AdnrinisLldtive and EudgeLarJ Questions contained in the abo ve-rnent i oned reports;

2. Refers to the organizations concerned the observations of the Advisory
ConrmitLee Ji-Tdiinistrative end Budeetary Quesrions containeC in iLs repolLs and
}rinor thp r".r.,rr.t ^n nn-ordination questions 2/ specifically to the rttenticn of the
Governing Council of the United l'Iations Environnent Prograrnme I

3. Refers the report of the Advisory Coffnittee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions on administrative and budgetary co-ordination V to tire
Cornmittee on Prograrime and Co-ordination in connexion with the decision of that
Colrmittee to consider in denth environment Dr: oqramrme s at its seventeenth session
in 1977;

l+. Requests the Secretary-General to refer to the nxecutive lleacls of the
organizations of the United l;lations system, throu,,}Jl the Administrative Corrnittee
on Co-ordination, matters arising out of the above nentioned reports ard- the
related discussion in the Fifth Conrdttee which ca11ed for their attention sJId-

necessary action, in particular the question of rotation of staff'

5, Transmits these reports to the Board of Auditors, to the r:lember s of the
Panel of n"t.r"af Auaitors sJ}d to the Joint fnspection Unit for their inforroat ion;

6, Requests the Ad-visory Corrrmittee on Adninistrative and Budgetary
Questions to continue to suppJ-ement, as aplropriate, the annual reports on
adninistrative and budget ary co-ordination with reports on specific problems, takinq
taki.ng into account the suggestions made in this 

"espect 
during the discussions

in the tr'i fth Conmittee.

The General Assembly,

Considering the rapidly expanding applications of efectronic data processinq
techniques to information systens and data bant(s th"oughout the United llations
system, their potential value in accelerating the inplenentation and co-ordination
of important prog"anmes, particularly in the field of econoroic and socia-
development, and the importance of ensuring efficient use of available resources r

l-. Requests the Advisory Conmittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
to provide policy advice and reconmendations on the administrative co-ordination of
el-ectronic data processing sld information systems in the United rliations
organizations; in carrying out this task" the Advisory Cormdttee should identify
and focus on ]!€,jor issues that will help to increase benefit fron the expanding
applications of electronic d.ata processing and information systens, a:rd should
also exa"raine methods and criteria for:

(a) Assessing the utility of existing 6nd proposed information systems;

(b) Oo-ordinating and harmonizing existing ald planned infonnation systemsl
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(c) Estinating costs for establishlng and operating the systems;

(d) considering any other administrative co-ordination issues, includingpolicies concerning acquisition and utilization of computer hardvare, that, in the
opinion of the Advisory Corrmittee or the Adninistrative Cornrnittee on Co-ordination,
require the consideration of Member States;

2. Requests the Adrninistrative Cornnittee on Co-ordination to assist in that
task by providing, as required, the services and assistance of the
rnter-Organi zation Board for rnfornation systems and Related Activities.

The General Assembl_v ^

iloting vith appreciation the report of the s ecre bary-General l/ on the revierrof action talien on the recorflendations of the AdministraLive l:anaeErent Service and
the related report of the Advisory connittee on Adninistrative and. BudEetarv
Question s - )+/

Bein6 convineed that an effective and continuinq malagenent irnprovenent

j,lotinq the
sueceEF-j/ has
Administrative
Senra*qrr'qf f^-

pragrafirne is essential for the efficient and economicaf functioninfi of the
organization and that this, in turn" requires a competent central internaf
rnachinery endowed r,r-L th the necessary rund.t" and thl rnaxirnrrm support of the
Se cretary-Cenera^l ,

vierr of the S ecretary-General that, \rhi1e ',an acceptable oe[ree
been achieved. in irnplenenting the past recornmendat-ions of tiie

llanage ent Service, further measures are needed throuphout the
securing better results from managernent inprovement Efforts,

Notinq also the statenent nade
Adninistration and l,lanalement bcfore
parrrcuJ_ar, paragraph 1T thereof,

Agreeing with the observations of the Advisory con:littee on Adrdnistrative
and. Budgetary Questions as contained in paragrapl:s 12 to 19 of its report,particularfy those in paragraph IL"

1. Requests the Secretary_General :

(") To put into effect pronptly the xxeasures nentioned in paraeraph 6? ofhis relort: 7/

of

by the Und-er-Sec?etary-General for
the Fifth Conunittee on this matter, 6/ and in

3J A/c.5/3r/6.

!/ A/3r/B/Add.j.

Y A/c.5/ 3r/6, para, 6,1r.

t/ A/c. j/3r/sl-z)1 .

L/ t'/c.s/t/e . /.
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(b) To st,rengthen the existin;; role and functions of the Adninistrative
t{anagement Service bli:

(i) Aur,horizirg the service to identify r'rana.genent probleins or areas reqr-riring
nanaGeii.entinprovelentandtoexanineaqdlepo]"tthereonwithspecit.ic
re conneli-a,tion s as to action requj.red;

(ii) Fevieving the reports 3l.Id recomendations rqhen received and taking; the
necessary ste-rrs to ensure the pronpt a-nd. effective inplementation by
tl."e offices or cler,artnents concerned of those re con:,rendations which he

rlir,s a,rllro-reo-

(-il'i) -r;rr1lo-./e r in.; the Service to rLonitot" 3nd, .{rhenever necessary, assist in the
ir,rplqrenta.t i olr oi re coinnenal.aJions l/hich he has apcroveii,

(i-r) Callin:: upol tb.e offices or departments responsible to report at
slx-:nonthl;1- illtervsls on the progress being rracle in implenenting the
e"pprol-ed re coixilendat ions , together ',+ith any problelns and difficulties
encoulrtereo in the orocess,

ic) Tc in foriri all staff of the Secretariat of i,he revised role and functions
of the Ad.ninistrative lr.anagerrent service and. of his stronSest support for the
Service_ and to call alon then Lo extend to it fu11 co..operation and assistarlce i

(d) To .3ive sr:ecial attention to the ratter ol staffing of the Administrative
ili]na6enent Service so es to ensure that the Service is sbaffecl at all tiines by
ir.'i '.i 4'rrr'l e ^-:.r.' "si r, rh- n i i Fcr. dF( -.F l-' Lechnicel cornoetence

(") To subi,iit annually to the Advisory Connittee on Adninistrative and

Budgetary o.u(stions a- Ieport in :ul,:-rary 'orrl on the manage'lent inproveL'terlt DroJects
efld orrler advisory ser.vices r:endered b.v tl:e .Adninisrrative Manageilent Service during
Fhc nr^na.::"." t1.rF.\re, -^n!t-- 4 ,rl- ra^^rr.e ct1^,r']4 al-o incl-de:

(i) A con1ll,ete list ol all reDorts and recom.Tendat ions made by the
Aclninistrative l:,lanagement Service during the year, with an indication of
the reconmendatlons, or parts thereof' not approved by the Secretary-
General :.

(ii) A slr''rnary of the nrogress reports subnitted during the past year in
accord€-nce vith pira4re.rh 2 (d) of the oresent rescl-rLion, [ogef,ner with
an evaluation by the s ecretary-General of the benefits deriveo to date
or expectecl to be derlved in the future from the inplementation of the
apprcved re colmlendations dealt with in these reportsl

(f) To ensure that the progranme budget rroposals, begin'ing Irith those for
the bienniun f978-a979, reflect all the benefits derived from the management
improve,lent efforts referred to in paragraph 1 (e) (iii) alovei
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(g) To rerort to the ceneral Assenbly ai its thirty- thiyd session on the
results obtai.ed through the application of the ne?sures nentioned in paragraph 6J
of his repart 2/ and the procedure set out in the present resolutlorr;

2. nequestl the Advisory Comrnittee on Adilin i st rat i..,re and tsudgetary Quest,iorrs:

(u) To Crar,r the attention of the Ceneraf r\ssenbly t,o any situation cr probfem
requiring i.ts attention which rray arise fron the annual reports rnentioned. in
paragraph I (e) above,

(b) To subnit its v-i ews and recomrnendat ions on the reilort of the gecretarv-
CeneraL referred. to in paragraph 1 (3) .rbove;

3. Decides to rerriew, at its thirty-third session, the question of----aqmlnrstratrve and nanagement cohtrol of the united t{ations, cn the basis of the
report of the se cretary-General referred to in paragraph r (g) ;bove and the views
a.nd- recomnendations submitted thereon by the A.a-\"isory Cornnittee on Ad'ninistrative
and Budgetary S,uestions.




