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Leteer dated 9 May 1984 from the pernanent nepresentative of Honduras
to the United Nations addressed to the Secre tary-ceneral

On instruct.ions fron my coverrunent, I have the honour to draw to Your
I Excellencyr s attention the note vrhich the Minister for Foreign Affairs of rny
7 country addressed on 8 May to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nicaraqua,

!'1r. Miguel DrEeoto Brocknann, protestinq most forcefully at the brutal and
deceitful act of aggr€s6ion conmitted by the Sandinist Arny against an unarmed
national hellcopter carrying eight Honduran s, who peri stted tragically as a restlt
of thls treacherous behaviour. I also enclose of f icia.I press conmuniqu6 No. 75 on
the sane subj ect.

The se texts have been brought to the attention of the covernments of the
Contadora croup and of the Organization af Anerican States.

I should be nost grateful if you rrould arrange for the texts annexed to this
note to be circulated as an official document of the ceneral Assenbly, under
item 25 of the preliminary list, and of the Security Council.

(€jSlgq ) H. Roberto HERRERA cAcEREs
Amba ssador ,

Permanent Repre sentat ive

* Previously circulated as document S/16546 and Corr.l.
!** A/39 /50.
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ANNEX I

I€tter dated I t'lay 1984 fron lhe Minister for Foreign Affairs of Honduras
to the Minister for Foreiqn Affair s of Nicar

I have the honour to submit to the distinguished Governnent of Nicaragua,
through Your Excellency, the mosc forceful protest of the Government of the
Republic of Honduras at the brutal downing today of a helicopter of the Honduran
Air Force, in violation of alt the norns of peaceful coexistence, t^'ith the tragic
xes.rlt of the loss of its crew and accompanyi ng persons.

The unarned helicopter, identified with national narkings under registration
nurnber UHI-B No, 928' \das making a scheduled flight between Tegucigalpa and the
port of Anapala. rt deviated from its route becau se of bad r,teather conditions in
the Gulf of Fonseca and, when it resumed course towards Amapala, it was *lot dori'n
by anti-aircraft fire fron the sandinist Army in the peninsrla of Cosiguina,
according to a conmunication fron the Sandinist Air Force.

Th€ persons on board the belicopter were: second Lieutenant of Aviation
Honorato Arzd and corporal Technician oscar Armahdo Flores Amador t a Technical
Comni ssion consisting of Jo s6 tlapole6n castellanos, engineer, and
Alejandro Alfaro M., Iawyert the auditors Harry J. ortiz and Roberto Turcios D'I a
Major Herndn Bdrcenas and Lieutenant Franciso Suazo 4., both of the Service Corps. I

It should be emphasiz6d that this comrnission vras perforning a purely
administrative mission for the purFo se of inqpecting some vrork at Anapal-a and that
it had no intention whatsoever of approaching Nicaraguan territory.

The cornpletely unacceptable a+ect of this situalion is that the belicopter
was qiven no warning and that no attempt was made to establish radio contact, it
was the victin of a clearly aggressive attitude when it was shot down.

rn view of the qrief overwhelning the Honduran people at the irreparable loss
of such highty e sbeened compatriotsr in such regrettable circumstances lthich in no
way justify so deeicable an act, lhe Governnent of Honduras urges the distinguished
Gover nment of Nicaraqua to nake the necessary amends for this action and to abandon
the bellicose ateitudes which are endangering peace and tranquillity in the Central
Anerican area.

r also request you to authorize the necessary arranqenents for the transfer to
our country of the renains of the conpatriots who died in this deplorable incident.

Edgardo PAz BAFNICA
Mini ster for Foreign Affair s
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ANNEX II

Pre ss cornrnun iqu6

No. 75

The Secretariat of State for Foreign Affairs deeply regrets to denounce ronational and internationar pubtic opinion the tragic event lrhich occurred thisnorning in the Bay of Fonseca, in which eiqht Honduran s died:
The facts behind this traqic event are as followsr

I.

)

At 8.08 a.n. today, 8 May. the unarned per sonnel-carrying helicopter
UHIB-No. 928 left the Herndn Acosta Mejia air base at Tegucigalpa D.C.
and f1e9 in the direction of Anapala, carrying an Armed Forces connissionwhich was rnaking a technicar ' in q)ection of the constructions at our navarbase at Amapala.

The following persons were travelling in the helrcopter: Creer
second Lieutenant of Aviation l{onorato Arzd. corporal Technician
Oscar Arnando Flores Anado Technicat Cornrni ssion:
,losE Napole6n Castellanos, engineer, and Alejandro Atfaro M.. lardyeryAuditors: Harry J. Ortiz and Foberto rurcioi D., Uajor Hern5n rjicenas
and Lieutenant Francisco Suazo A., both of the Service Corps.

At 2.50 p.n., the Conmander- in-Chief of the Sandinist Air Force,
comnander Radl venerio' inforned the chief of the Honduran Arned Force s,
Br igadier-ce neral walter L6pez Reyes, by telephone that. the Sandinist
anti-aircraft artillery in the potosi nilitary zone had strot dor.in a
Honduran helicopter, alleging that it had flown over a nilitarv
installation and announcing that a1t those on board had perish;d.

As soon as it received this conmunication, the Connand of the Armqd
Forces r€quested the comrnander-in-chief of the sandinist Air rorcd toallo$/ a cormni ssion of the Honduran Air Force to travel to Nicaragua in
order to recover the remains of tbe member s of the crew and of theTechnical cornni ssion which was travelling in the helicopter. The
repatriation of the victins of this tragic event yril1 take place
tonorrow, Wednesday, 9 May.

Th€ covernment of Honduras expresses ils deepest indiqnalion at this
brutal and deceitful act cornnitted, in peacetine, by regular armed forcesof the Republ-ic of Nicaragua against a per sonnel-carrvinq Honduranhellcopter which lras not armed.

This action is in complete contra st. to the behaviour of the Honduran
Armed Forces when, on IO Novenber 1990, an H5O0C helicopter of the
Sandinist Air Force violated Honduran airqrace and was obliged to land inthe vi.llage of Duyure, departnent of Choluteca. On that occasion, thefolloninq crevr rlenber s were taken prisoner: CaFtain Foberto sjnchez,

?
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Pilot Ernesto venerio and the journatist carlos Durdn Palavicini' fron
whon were confi scateA a uzr sub-mach ine-gun, a 9-nm czech
sub-rnachine-gun, a 38 revolverr a canera, a hand grenade' an aerial
navigation chart and a road map.

The helicopter and its crevt itere returned unharmed to the Governnent of
Nicaragua, after preparation of a report on che subject'

5. Sinilarly' on 13 March 1982, the then Colonel Walter L6pez Peyes, in his
capacity as connander-in-chlef of the Honduran Air rolce r handed over to
His Excellency Dr. Guitlerno Sudrez Rivas' Anbassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, the Dougla s c-47 (Dc-3)
aircraft, with nottletl carnouflage, registration No. FAS-z08, belonginq to
thesandinistAirForceoftheRepublicofNicaragua.Theaircrafthad
landed in irreqular circumstances during the evening of sunday'
7 March 1982 at the Tonconcin International Airportr Tegucigalpa'

The Goverrufient of the Fepublic offers its deePe st synpathy to the relatives of
the victins of this un sp€akable act - the drarnatic expression of the narlike
designs of the Nicaraqua 169ine.

The Governnent of Honduras has subnitted its most forceful protest to the
covernrnent of Nicaraguar with a copy to the internatlonal organizations and to the a
Goverrunents of the contadora Group, explicitly reserving the right to take the !
actions pernitted by international law in order to regue st the appllcation of the
nece ssarv sanc t ion s.

Tegucigalpa D.C., 8 May 1984

Press and Infornation Divi sion
Ministry of Foreign Affair s
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