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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At i.ts )+t,h plenary meetin€, on 2\ Septenb er I)'16, the General Assembly tlecided
to include in the agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled fiReport

of the United Nations Cornmission on International Trade Law on the vork of its
ninth session" and to 8.11ocate it to the Sixth Conmittee.

2. The Sixth Conmi.ttee considered this item at its 32nd to hlst neetings' fron
29 october to .11 November, and at its 58th meeting, on 9 Decenber.

3. At the 32nd. neeting, on 29 October, I,b. L. H. Khoo (singapore), Chairnan of
the United Nations Cornnission on International Trade I€.w at its ninth sessionn
introd.uc ed the Cornnissionr s report on the vork of that session. V The Sixth
Cornmitt ee also had before it a note by the Secreta"y-Generaf (A/e.6/3L/5 and Add.l)
setting fofth the comrents on the Comissionrs report by ttre Tlade and Development
Board of the United. Nations Confetence on Trade and Developnent.

l+. At the 68th meeting, on 9 December, the Bapporteur of the Sirth Connittee
raised the question rrhether the Conmittee sistred to include in its 

"eport 
to the

Genera.l- Assenbfy on this iteur a srj:mary of the main trends that eruerged during
the debate on the Conmissionrs report. After referring to General Assembly
resolution 2292 (KXTL) of B Dec ember f967 concerning publ-ications and
d.ocr:nentation of the United Nations, the Rapporteur inforrned the Comittee of the
financial inplications of the question. At the sa.rne neeting, the Sixth Cormittee
decided. that, in viev of the nature of the subj ect-natter, the report on agenda
item l-08 shoulcl include a sumary of the nain trends of opinion that were
expressed during the debat€.

TI. PROPOSAIS

,. At the 6Bth neeting, on 9 Decenbern three draft resolutions vere introduced
on the item. Tno of these (A/C.6/3I/L.13 and A/a.6/31/L.1\ and Corr.l-) were
introdlrc ed by th€ representatiwe of the Philippines on behalf of lhe respective
sponsoring delegations. The sponsors of draft resolution l/C.6/3t/t'.t3 vere
Australia, Austria, the Netherfands, Nigeria, the Philippines, Singapore,

Swed en, the om of Great Britain and and
Indonesia,the United States of Aroe3gg.: later joined by Finland, lry!!-e ' Greece, Indones

Eery and ggtgq. rhe 
"pons"rs 

of draft resoluTi6i-Vi .6iT7T.tT-".t.4C!!1i3l
Czec hosl-ovahia, Nigeria, the Philippine-q, Ei!g@Ig, Sri l,anka and Yusoslavia,
later joined by Finland, Indonesia anC Kenya. The third draft resolution
(A/ c.6 Bf /L,1? /Rev.l) was introduced by the representative of Sri Lanka on behalf of

1/ official Becords of the Gene"al Assembly, Thirty-first Ses-9rqn - 
stPPfsnen!

--.-|wo. 17 (A/31/17). The presentation of the report was pursr.rant to a decision by
tfre sixtn cono.ittee at its 1o95th neeting, on l-3 Dec enber 1968 (see Official
necord.s of the Genera] A"s.rbly, T*."ty-thi , agend6-ffi-B8,
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#*.{++l^o":!.i", Guvala, II+, MExice, Niseria, pak-istan, paras.uay, the
ijt*illilT, Eiltsapore, sri Lanka, @ter ..ioinedoy t ln-Land and Kenya,

rfT. DESATE

6' The rnaj or trends of opinion expressed in the sixth cornnittee on the reportof the united Nations conrnission on rntexnatlonar rrade Law on the work of itsninth session 2/ are sunmarized in sections A to K below. sections A and B dealwith general oGervations on the role end functions of the cormission and on itsvorking nethods, whir-e sections c to K are devoted to the corunittee r s discussionon the specific topics considered by the conndssion at its ninth session, asfollows: international sale of.goods (sect. C); international payment s ("."t. o),international legisJ-ation on srripping ("."t. aji international cornnercia]-arbitration (sect. r); multinationar-enterprises i;;;;:;j;'il"iiiii""i." u"o,"*"caused by products intended for or involv.d in irrt."rr"tionar trade ("."t. n); '-
training and assistance in the field of internaiionaf trade la* (sect. rj;--ntor.work (sect. .r); and other business (sect. K).

A. Oeneral observations

7' Representatives were unaninous in stressing the inportance of the comli.ssionrswork' rt r'ras the general viev that the uniricaiion, harmonization and progressivedeveloprnent of international trade law serves to pronote not only the developmentof equitable conmercial and econoroic relations betweerr developing and deveropedcountries and betveen co,ntries vith differing social und u"ono.i" systems butalso the orderly grol.th of internationar tradJ. rt ffas further obseived by somerepresentativee that since international commercial relations thenselves playan important role in world peace and stability, any activity, such as uNCrrRAr r sworkr which facilitates those rer-ation" 
"u.rrroi'b.,t itseff contribute to suchpeace and stability.

8' Fepresentatives we?e arso unanimous in expressing their delegations Isatisfaction r^rith the progress made by the Comnission and by its ilortring eroupsin carrying out the cornnissionrs *ort- p"ogr.r*. and comaended especially the wo"k
{91e in producing the draft convention on the carriage of Goods iy s"u Lrra trl.UNCfTFAL Arbitration Fules.

9. Many representatives urged the connission to take account in its future vorkof the special needs of developing co'atries and also of the General As senblyresolutions regarding the establi;hnent of a new international econonic order.
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B. lTorkine methods of the United Nations

10. Al]. Tepresents.t ives whc touched on the matter comented favourably on the
vcrking methods fol-l,owed by the Counission. Representatives noted particularly
rcith approval the procedure whereby the Con:nission eirculates draft 1ega1 texts
prepared by its Working Groups to Governments and to interested internationsl
organizations for comrnent before adopting a final (draft) texb. ft rqas the
general view that this practice enable the Conrnission to benefit from the
broadest range of vievs in its preparation of texts.

11. Also cornmended by ?ep?esentatives r,ras the Cornnission I s practice, through its
secretariat, of consulting and collaborating lrith other United Nations bociies and
with int ergovernmental- organizations and international and regional
non-governmentd- organizations which are engaged in vork on topics of interest
to the Con:nission. Fepresentatiwes expressed the hope that the Conr:nission would
continue this very vorthwhile practice.

J2. A nunber of rellesentatives recalleil favourabLy the fact that it vas the
practice of the Cornnission and its Working Groups to prcceed by consensus and to
vote only if no consensus could be reached. fn connending this decision-naking
process, several representatives stressed that it ensured that the uniform rules
derived l?om the Conmissionrs work would be general]'y acceptable.

C. fnternational sale of goods

13. l,4any represeniatives stressed the importance to international trade of the
law governing international sales and consequently the vs^1ue of the 'work undertaken
by the Conmissionts Working Group on the fnternational Sale of Goods in revising
the 1951+ Hague Uniform lav on the Intelnational Sale of Cooas (Uf,fS).
Representatives expressed ttreir satisfaction vith the progress rnade in that
regard, noting especially the fact that the Working croup had been able to complete
-nrork on a text of a draft convention which vould be Eiven final consid.eration
by the Coffinission at its tenth sessirn.

1\. As regards the draft text itseif, many representatives , though reserving
their delegationsr final position pending detaiLed study of its provisions,
c.rffered their preliminary assessment that the draft 

"epresented 
an improvement

in nany respects on the present ULIS. Tt vas, however, also observed by some
defegates that there rrere sti1l some unresolved questions with regard to certain
provisions of the draft terb, while other delegates expressed some ?eservations on
certain other provisions as they nov stood. The general expectation was voiced.
nevertheless that these problens 1,rould be resolved vhen the Conmission considered
the draft text at its tenth session.

15. Many representatives welccned the decision by the Conmission to condrnence
work on uniform rules on the foruation and validity of contracts for the
international sale of goods. Although a number of xepresentatives expresse!-the
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-v-i:Y 
that idealry the rules on forniation and validity a10ng with the revisedULIS shou-1d. forn part of tr single 

"ufu" "onr..nJioo, ,o"a representatives vhoadd."essed the issue thought thit.such 
"r, 

upp"o""t might cause great delay inadopting a corvention and acccrdingly f.t;;;; ;he approach under r.rhich these twomattels were to be treated 
"eparatJty uoa .i aiir."ent conferences ofplenipotent:laries.

D. Tnternationaf lalrmenls

16'- several represe'tatives noted that once the uniform raw on internationalbills of exchange and intern.tional prornissory notes being prepared by the ltTorkingGroup on lnternational Negotiarble frritr*r.rrt"" lecame part of the lav ofinternational trarle it ro,rrd ".p"u"."t ;;;j;"";.ntribution to internationalconunerciaI tronsactions.

1?' some repres e'ti:.t ives expressed the hope that the working Group would beforelong take up work on international chequesi Attention was arso drar^m to the needfor the workine Grcur, to naintain trexiiirity ii it, *pp"orch to the problens ofinternationaf puyr"ni= so as to take fu11 aclount of continuing developnents inthis 
-fiel'd' particularly those relating to "l-""trorric nethods of data transnissionand fund. transfers.

E. Jnterna.bional leeislation on shippinA

18' Renresentativea \{ere 
'naninous in cormrending the !'ork of the cofinission andof its-Working Group on fnternationaf f,egisfaJitn on Shipping i.n producing a

*:lfa_9:il"liion on the carriage of Goodi ty sea aes:.gned to rep]-ace thervc4 brussels convention on Bi11s of Lading and the tg68 grusseis protocolthereto' A1f representatives nho spot. r.ioui.d the convening at an earry dateof a-conference of plen ipotent iariei to conclude a ne'' convention on the basis ofthe draf'b conventicn- though some enphasized that Governments ought to be givensufficient time to first study the text of the draft.

+:. '*rile . 
reserving for a later period their final position on the substance ofthe provisions enbodied in the draft convention, many representatives none the lessexpressed their prelirninary vievs on the matter. uost representatives saw thedfaft convention as a significant irnprovenent o., ttu ".*.t"tory r6gime establishedby the Brussels convention and the Brussels pTotocol. it v.s noted in particularthat the new draft reflected more accurately technological developments in modernnaritime transport and. voufd create a nore equitable bafance between the interestsof the camier, on the one harrd, and those of- tha 

""rgo_ovner, 
on the other.

20. Other aspects of the nev draft which receive4 favourable notice byrepresentatives were the provision on scoDe of appJ-ication, which contlnplates aconvention of much vider scope than the Brus sels 
. 
Convention, the provisionsrelating to liability for de1ay, the finitation (prescription) p"o.ri"io" and theprovisions on jurisdicticn (aritlcle el), wfrictr- pernit the bringing of action in oneof a number of alternative jurisdictioni.
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2L. Several :lelre,r':n1;iiir.e ij elil-i 'r-rs;teij fcsF:f iii.,',.,.,:jltLs -i::i.':ij --'lrli].]:a r;rr tbe provrlsicn
on l"iability i'or lorrs ca-r:1e.1 bl; rl:i:r'-- i.rr:,[:-:]_r.: i i,,);, :l !: r.r1s ijhe viea- of these
representatives liat tht bulde:c in ,.:uch r- ci,.sri tc prova blle catrr:ierr s fault or
neglect should nct be on the cl,rinart, a:: 1-lis 1.,o1,iil be fa? too difficult, and
often impcssible; .aLher, a; '.nrae the case lil,h 1:sr fio :-r+,ir,-: causes, it shou-l,d
be for the carrier lio f.rhar ii:at he irp-cl nr-:i, tcer ar, fault or otl:erwi se negligent "A nunber of repre sent a+" ives poinLed out, hcwe'rer, th,r: arbicie ) as a ru-hc1e had
been the subject cf lorrg anri i:.r:iluous ctebate i''ithin the Corurission anC its i{orking
Group and that Ll'e Ir] csent craft shc-11o, t.l:,- r-efr.:-c, be se.:n l.s a nccessary
cornpromi se betlieeri thc interests oth--rr,'ise at c,rnflict vlth respec"t to the matter
therein regulateC. The fear wss furLher elpt'essed thai som. cf the changes
proposed night have an aclv--r;e c]-fec'; i;.i freinht a;- d cthar costs.

22. Sorre rcprcscntEl-ti r'x 1^oirr';i,J :Lt -,::o proll.cror a. sLat c r,,velejgnly -raised by
State-owned commarciaI v.:sr:*ls .n the contcxt cs!.cia11y of the acquisition cf
jurisdictior over suci:r r.etsels b,;,- a. fc;reign couyr tllror-tglr -Legef arrest, as
contemplated in ari,icle 21 ., xal.l8i^...ph 2 ( a ) tf t-:ir,- c1t-r.'.ft Ccnverri ion. A numbeT of
reoresentativac plsn f r'F"? ralpr''- 

", -cr r4aTaran^e< ui+.h r^.-r-d to
the contents of artirlc, 6 (lirnital:ion of c4rrierrs liabiiity) and of the Final-
Clauses, ":re 1':-e 'rai I i r : :-t n'.:rn ,n: ilro(,r retrrr,s,jn',:Lt.iveg: to1,-:va-, ;,ras Lhat tl--ese
questions ';er:e lresi: l.ft tlor resolu-ijon at. irhe ijeni--Ter,ce of P--eni potent iarie s.

?3. In velconing th.: l'ork igni sc fi,r ,:n s::.jrrirl.d :cI'i. r1rt,in.", r"epfesentatives
of developing ccurtries nutei ihat jloBt of th:' carryi"n-g, capacity in maritine
transport vas controi-ieC. blr d.?velo,ted co,-rntr:'lc; ald l;\air jr r"-a.s therefore desirable
to ensure thar l,l-e ccD:t,t:i1 ir:Lcr-r'1 - ti ,lov*l r.._r.,:.,1- .:ourt --iLs -.{ouid be ,July taken
into accoun.l in any ccn..'ention orl 1:h.: ca::rizige cf gcods by sca. Accordingly,
these represerrt e,: ive.r itT---<seC thc ne-Ji t o loa.h ljel.Diid ilhe legal a\s;]ects of the
carriage of good-s b;{ se;: +,1 iic sccll{]ni: anil sni!-p:ing trade aspecirs.

^t24. Several rel resf ;rtati'jeii rr.trmetited ilr'l ijl:r I i,..nl..r.r a bi-- a.:rntribttion maclc by the
United ltrations 0rir:' .rir.rr!: e cn llradr a.id lc-,'e ':i+rit*r'; {UltC,Inl) to tbe rrork on shipping
legislation anc exlresscal L.it3 hotse tira.l, L-ns i-'rh iabo-rat l',cn vitich a:r :-rted betffeen
the Cormissionrs sr,'ei'cta,r:la-i and l-he ::ec]]c-;a;iai, oi U-ilil'l-A-ll '^ o'..tir --ri;end to
secretariat ser-.!iees a.i, l-h-- Co;rie:rer:cr of P i-ilr:,'pa 1:e.rrit iar:i es.

I Tr-\,4:1.'la'iionb.l. conrrer:,-.,i !.1 ai :i'irat ior

25" Str:essing iae c:u.:ie.i roli. ir,i. r.-.ye,l by r,irir:1.r.. Iat i, 'n il the sett-Lement of
disputes al'is:ing :r-n i-:rt ella L j.cra1 coLrrre:rce 

" te-ifeier';ativss genr.r'a-L-Llt rqelcomed. the
issuance of th€ UllCIliiAl, Ar|itr.ar,:ii-.1 Fhll.i:s. i r. liL:-1.i-. i.t v,rs stated, vould Irct only
facilitate a{i_1rtrc c.)-rnlrc . ii ar b: t -rr.L j,-r ..Lr p l:'::es ,;ri.c c'roosn ther, brrt vorrld by
the mere fact 01- exi:;ierte as lli.ll ilFill ru.ie:j cn.liuyag-- resol'|, tr: ar"bitral
proceedings :i t:re res()l-u.'c]3it nf rlr-.erc,.ia.l i.i:jtiutes.

26. Representa,+ii'i es ,tr:ifr-,i'nlJ; a-s scr: j:rt,:ti *,nlt:r-.e .1 
r-.e s r,':i-ih t;hi Jcn:rissionts decision

to invite ihe Cerera.l Assenirl-.1 1-,o ::i:lr-:ilelLl l,ni. Li,te ci thc i.lNCI'TEA.L Arbitr3tion
Rules in the set-i, l.en1.iir'i r;.t' cl:,:;Iri:icrs a.risi.nil i,:r -;hr: ,:crte:;t af i;rtei:naticnal



A/3\/390
English
Page 7

::tt"""il+. relations, particuJ-a.rly by leference to the ul,IcrrBAr, Arbit"ation Rulesrn an arbitration clause in comercial 
"orrtr..t".

27' Conmenti'1 0n the ITNCfT.*L Arbitration Rules themselves, many delegatesexpressed satisfaction with their optional character. rt was notld rrith approvafthat the lur-es had been produced ly tr.u corri=lion, not in the usuaf for.r. of adraft convention, but in the much Limpler ;; i."" costry form of model ,.lesfor parties, reEriring no internationuf 
"on"u"tion or national tegislativeenactnent' rt vas srrsqested that this was * r"thoa which the corniission mightpossibly wish to empf.o] with resp€cL; to its future proJects, whenever appropriate,

28.' The viev was er'pressed that it might have been advisable for: the conmissionto have consulted cove?nments before final formur- r,t i on of ihe UTICTTR-]\L ArbitrationRules inasrruch as Gcvernnents themsefves often vere parties to connnercialarbitration' rt was pointeo 
"ltt, tror"rr.t, 

-ttr"t 
the !u1es thoug,h intended merery forol!]"131 use by parties, lad been fomurated on1y after extensive consurtationsr^'ith the regional con:missions 

",,; "i;;-;;;;i"J or international corunercialarbitration' rt ruas also observed that the Ru:-es nao been consid.ered at theseventeenth sessicn of the. Asian-African regai-consurtative committee, her_d atKuala Lumpur from lO Jr."_ !g_5 July 1pJ6, ai which the decision was taken rorecomend the use of the uNCrrFA-L Arlitration Rures in the settlement of disn.tesarising in the context of internationJ- 
".r*.""i"J- relations. 3/

29' rt lras recalled that the Asian-African Legal consultative ccnnittee had notedthe absence of maJor centres of arbitration in developing countries and the hope'was expressed that o.vernments ,nd commercial interests Trour,d assist in theestabl-ishrnent of regional centres of .rtit""tio., in a*v.fopi"* 
""rrnt"i.".

J0: A number of Tepresentatives, noting that the uNcrrn-al Arbitration Rules areintended fcr use in ad hoc artitration J"iyl""*p"."".d the hope that even arbitralinstitutions nigirt fGd rem useful.

C. \4uJ tinatj onal enterprises

31' l4any representat ives , drawing attention to the impact of the activities ofmultinational enterprises on the econonry of their host countries, palticularlyU"::t?11"U countries, stTessed the need for. international regulaticn of suchactivities' rt .oas noted that the comrission coura pray an important role inthis connexion.

32. Most representstives r,rho spoke on this subject recalled favourably thecomrissionrs decision taken at its eighth ;.;;;;r to naintain the subject ofmultinational- enterprises on its agenia- a;;;-;.p".s entat ives suggested that theConrnission should take the initiativ. l" .r"l""ti"g on \^rork on this subject.others, hornrever, pointed out the difficulties .nhich could be created bv such a

l/ Tl:at decision is reproduced as an annex to docurnent A/cN.g ltZ7.
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step inasmuch as the Conaission ,'Jr-l Transnational Corporations had been created
specificaLl-y to deal with these natters.

33. Sone representatives noted that the Conrnission hsd already c ornnunic at ed to
the Cormission on Transnational Corporations its readiness to consider any issues
of a l-egal nature that the latter night wish to refer to it, and urged collaboration
between the tvo Connissions.

H. Liability for damage caused. by products inlended
for or involved in international trade

3L. Several representatives cormented favourably on the Conrnission!s decision to
explore the desirabil-ity and feasibility of elaborating uniform rules on this
subJect appl-icable on a global leve]. It vas noted in this connexion that the
Comission expected to have before it at its tenth session a report of the
Secretary-General which should s.id it in its decision as to a future course of
action.

35. Several representatives drev attention to a number of Te8ional- unification
schemes alr€ad.y in progress in parts of the world and stressed the urgency of
action on a global 1eve1 which, according to somer was the prefer"ed solution'

f. Training and assistqnce an llle {!slq -eIinternational trade law

36, The Cormittee was unanimous in stressing the great importance of this aspect
of the Conmissionrs work. ft was observed that the Commissionrs trair''ing and
assistance prograrme was not oOly a good way of publicizing its work and generating
"worltt-vide interest in the fiel-d of international trade lav' but had also the
inportent obJective of hel-ping to create expertise in the field gLobaUy. tr'or
ihis reason, it was further observed, the Conunissionr s training and assistance
activities lrere an essential complement to its work of elaborating uniform rules
inasmuch as such rules could only be effectively ilrplemented world-vide if thele
were available in each State persons who were faniliar ]tith the rules.

37, Many representatives cormented favourably cn specific aspects of the
Cornmissionr s training and assistance progranme during the past year. Appreciation
vas expressed, especially by rep"esentatives of d.eveloping countries, to
Governnents vhich had contributed rnaterially tovards that progranme.

38. A nlrnber of delegates noted with appreciation the arrangenent whereby the
United. Nations Institute for Training and Research (UnfTlm ) ha.d agreed to include,
vhenever feasible, the subiect of international trade ]a}t in the curriculum of
its regional seminars in international 1av. It was urged in this connexion that
this UNITAi p"ogra.rme be extended to al-1 parts of the wor1d.

39. Unanimous sulport lras expressed for the projected Second UNCTTFAI Slnrposium

on rnternational Trade Law scheduled to take place in L977 in connexion with the
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cornrnissiont s tenth session. Notirrg that lack of sufficient funds was threatening
cancellation of the symposium, roany representat i.ves thanked those Governrnents
wttich had already made o:' pledged vol-unt ary contributions towards sponsoring
candidates fron developing countries and urged. other Governments in a position to
do so to give financial support to this cause.

l+0' The suggestion ',ras made that consideration should be given to financing the
cornmissionrs training and assistance prograrnne, of such importance to developing
countriesn out of the regular budget of the united Nations rather than to continue
relying on voluntary contributions vhose avaifability courd not be assured-.

l+1.. The representative of Xelgium, discussing the Cornmissiont s prograrure oftraining and assistalce in the field of internationar trade law, announced thathis Governrnent planned to ?ener,r for rgl"( its two felrovships in international
trade 1aw tenable at an institution of higher learning in that countay.

J. tr'uture vork

112. Most representat ives, noting with satisfaction the fact ihat the Cornmission
had conpleted or soon rtould complete r^rork cn the itens on its priority rist of
projects and rn'as in the process of reviewing its l-ong-term progrs.rlnles, stressed
the inportance of such long-term planning.

43. Fepresentatives also cormended the Comrnissionrs efforts to solicit suggestions
from Governments and interested international organizations with regard to its
long-term vork progranme and urged Governments to come forward w-ith their vievs.
)+\. A nurnber of suggestions vere nade by representatives as to items for possible
inclusion in the connissionrs vork prografine. Amorrg these were neasures to
inllenent the principles of the nev international economic orde" in the fiel-d.of international- trad.e law antl measures designed to give greater p"otection to the
interests of developing countries in international trade; the problens, when
states or state organs engage in cororerc ia1 activities, of distinguishing betveen
the State as a trading entity and the State as a sovereign entity; legal
aspects of rnultimodal transportation; and contracts for.various forms of econonic
relations other than sales con-rracts.

\5. There was general satisfaction vith the agenda and arrangements for the
tenth session of the cornrnission. Representatives noted with appreciation that
the tenth session of the cornrnission would be held in vienna, at the invitation
of the Government of Austria, and thanked that Covernment for its hospitality.

K. Other business

46. Representatives who spoke unanimously end.orsed the Comnissionrs
recornmendation that states Mernbers of the united Nations, but not mernbers of the
conmission, be allowed, where they so request, to attend meetings of the comnission
and its Working Groups as observers.
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LZ. Ferresentatives also ex.r relscd s,rpncrt for tJre il.-,r-,1i ssion r s recorunendation,
contained in paragraph [6 oi its report, regarding the cormrencenent and expiration
of the t-^Tm of office of nembers of the Connission.

TV. DFCTSTOI'T

)+8. At its 5Sth meeting, on 9 ])ecL.mber, the Sixth Conrnittee adopted by consensus
draft resc1utions a/c.6/3t-/L.r3.' AlC.6/3I/L.r\ and Cora.1 aJ,1 A/c.6 /3L/L.17lRev.1
tsee para, 49 beloif , draf1, r.esrhitions f . TT ancl IIT).

V. RECO III|I.J-IATIO}IS OT' TI]E SIXTH COI'Ii,ITTTEE

)+9. the Sixth Connnittee recor:rencl.s to the General Asserably the adoption of the
following drait resolu'Lions.

DRAI'T RESOI,UTION 1

A-rbitration Fufes of the_ United Nations Commission on
1r.,t"tnu,tffi

Tbe C+cnera-L As senbly,

Bgggg."li4l8 the value of arbjl,raLion as a method of settling disputes arising
in the contexr of international cclrrmercial relations-

Being colvinced rhat the establishment of rules for ad hoc arbitration that
are acce'pt3.Die in countries v:ith .l:i.fferent legal, sccial and economic systens
wou-l d sisni 'jc.r1'1.' e.r.h-ih, r. I' I '- a^-'-r...-crll of harnonj ous internatiCnal
ecorromic relations 

^

Bearlng in ror--nct that -i,he -Arbitra.tion Rules of the United Nations Cornmission
on fniernational Trade Lar,.r harre been trtrepared after extensive consultation with
arbitraf institutions and centres cf international cornmercial arbitration,

lioting that the Arbitratio Rules ',rere adopted by the United Nations Conmission
on Tnternational Tre.(le Lav at iLs ninth session W zfter due deliberation,

1. Recorfiends the use oi' the ArbitTation Rules of the United
llations coffifiEf6[lfn Inte:rnational Trade Law in the settlement of disputes arising
in the context of international commercial relations, particu1arly by reference to
the Arbitration Rules in conrmercial contractsl

2. nequests --he Secretary-General to arrange for the widest possible
distribution of tlle Arbitraticn Ruies.

\ / Of f i c ia.l necords,.olt!e_.tf qLI sf_4s s enbly, Thirty-f irst Ses sion, Supplenent
rto. rr (AZil'LTI; "ra!i; s.cb;T--
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lii.lri'a ;irsi0t.uitlOti f I

$1rL:r,l-: 
",i,__9_j._,*l:*-tr:i=-!a_ lEt:io4s -'i!rn:ri; sicn orr

l.;tir ri I'i] t_i t ona-l Tr5,de i,a1,r

Tlie Cel1era-L A!€gr.,b l -\r.,

Having, r:o-nsi d*-red the ri'-Jor'; (f i t-l:re i,Trited liations Connission on International
Tr ade-IFIi-II.-lEJ.i.:f jts r::'-ni;?r sessi,x, !_/

LS4I].lLg its resotu| i,r 22)5 ('t{i) o: IJ \ec.mher t96l , ty vhich i..
established. the United llat:irrrs Cotnissicn on Il+-ernational Trade l,av- ani lefined
the object .ind ter"ms of i:eJ'elence Df the Con_,nission, ard its resclrr:ion
-?1.08 (XXVUI ) cf 12 Decc,rber 1973, by which it irrcreased thc r:enbe.rshi! ot the
Conmissicn, eLs wel-i r,is ii,s prerious lesclutions concernilrpj t.lte reports Jf the
Cornmission on the !,rcrk cf l:ts anmal se,.js]lols,

^ Ig.Sq];lfns,_.r1so ,:t s resoiut:'.ons 32Ct (g-y1) and lj2O2 (S-Vi) or l May l97lr,
32U1 (ZXIX) of 12 lcce:tler lt?). ard 33/i2 (S-Vll ) ot' tf. Sctte:l1t:r I9T,;,

Rglr.ffirninq its r:on-victiDu thet tlre progressil'e h€lrlronization anci irnification
of in.:,ernai io n,r:l -.TadE 1rr-:,r, i: re*ucin: c- r:.,":ovi:rg _Lej'r:l ol)st..1-fcs .io tf.e flov
of interna.-" j onol trade" es,-cciaL-ly bh(,:r{, t:lcctir[. thc Ce'/e_oring ccunLries,
would significai:tJ.7 ccrr'tribute tc universal economic co-operation anonil alf states
on a. basj.s cf' eqlality and 1jo the elimina-tion cf discriminaticn in international
txade and, thereb;r, to the -{el:l-being of atl pecples,

Iavlg_IgCgIS for the nrecl to 1;ake j.ntc accctnt the different social and
legal systems in harmonizing i:he tl'.les o-ij j nternational trade la.w,

l{otjng with appreciai.lor1 +-hilt tne UniteC lll'rtions Ccnnission on International
Trade L'a,,J has cor"rFie{ .{-;;-ioc n vi1l cJtrxl ebe, vork un m3ny .-,1' the prio;"i,.y jte:rs
includerl in its i:r,-:granrne of 'n'.rk r

Notl',ng fu].ther, ti:ai " rn.Cer resoiutions 2205 (XXI) anri 3i08 (XX\iIII), a ijtabe
efect,ed as a menber oJ the uniteo Nations ccrnrnission cn rnternational rrade Law
takes office on I Januar:y of ihe year fc1lor-ing its election" anrl that its term
of office expircs on 3i Dece:nber of the last year of the period fcr r,,hich it was
elected,

Bearing in mirrd that nuJl of the substantive rn-ork cf the Linited. Nations
Cornmission cn Internanionai T:rade Lar"r is ca.r.:r:ied oui in its W:rking Groups 'rhich
usua].ly meet du"ing irhe nont.hs of Januarl, anai Febl:uary lr.ior to the reguiar annual
session of the Conmisslon, ancl that inconvenience is caused to the "rork of the
Coumission because vacanciee occurring in the membership of \,/ork:lng Groups as at
3f December cannot be fiiled t:11-1- the next reguiar annual session of the Cormrssion-

5,1 Official Records of th-- General Assenblv- Thirt:r'-firr3t Session- Suullement
riro. iT aA7-rt1Tf,-
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Taki nry intr '..^^,r;,+
nenbers cf the unitod ati.ns Commission on rnternational Tl:ade Law have oncccasion erpressa.i the rish to a.itell.l r;elrsicns of the Cornnl-.ssion and of itsi'iorking GrDlrr); as o'oservt:rs an(l thc opirion of. th€ corrnission e,.pressed inparagraph 7,+ r-i i-t' rel,ort on .+,he vork oi its ninth session that it is in thelnterest o:' ir" '-'.rr.rrs-eionr s lr:rk th.i,t such states, not members of the comnission,be si'."er ';ha :)1-pl--ri,rrlt;v to r,a..r:tic.ipa.te in its wa"k as observers,

^ - 3ear-ng ii- min(r tl.e.t the Trade and Dever opment Board of the united Nations
uorri er=r.c'- -n 1l'r.!rer ,rr'r De\r. roi.rln=nt, at its sixLeenth session, took note vith
api)T..'r.4.i -.)'(t r,:- tr,e :.epr.;cl, of +_h,. iinited llations oon.rnission on fnternationaf TTade

- l,:.:.^:: :.:,t... -,;t-._L.e.rrr:--: iai i on of. the report
!'or]:ri -rt f, 1al 

".1 
,::-i3rn:,iicnal ,|ra4e Le\^, on t?re work of

::. -),;rrttr::)z +_i,r i,,rr.it.:.1 it.rtions 0ollmiss;ion <rnl:ne irrqr--a i-,1a,-lti.i i:,.: 1i.)r.\ ,,-Da for itE ef.forts to
wc;'king :--t::c.,1s ;

of the United Nations
ife nih+h <^--i^-.

fnternational Trade Lal,r fo"
enhance the efficiency of ils

_.t

lules of th-j-;rii:1

li.i ?: riih ;a.l-isfac'uion the cornp-letion of the draft Convention on the

:i;:e:'.ri-;l- :ai,isaaction that a draft convention on their:terla:i-.r,a-:.-:

1=a., 7J ac:l the e.doption by the Comrnission of the Arbitration
li?.:ions lcr:-":tssion cn International Trade Lav:

of gooi,rlr ite: a,)':-.L lD"e!s.red. by a working group of the United
.rr. Iljt"er:tel t ..;'z.i I'ra.de Lav and th;:t this draft convention has
Governrlents ar:i. interested international organizations for

fts riork on hhe topics included in its progranme of work;

the field of
interests of tire devel opjng

I'Iat
been transtni,,led to
thei:: conmerls;

)'
Trade Lan-
corrnericn

contribute

li;i:tre;. i: l:-e rlecisic' oi th. United Nations Conroission on Internationallc nolii a sec.Jnd international symposiun on international trad-e law in
',,rit;r i:s l:en',,h ses.rion .:, n lgTT and, in viev of the fact that theis fiaancel T,y -rolur,,. a:r.i contributions, apFeals to Governments to
: r L'r t'- f'. lj - i t he sJ..:r.3J j Lli- i

Peccrr:er'l s th8-t the ljnita,l ITations Conrnission on International Trade Lav

\ "-) Cont inue

I b I Con""inue:
in:ernabional trade
counirier;

its vork on training and assistance in
-aa, Lrlrin' inLo account the special

tr/ t /tt/t;, vci. rr {$lr/{37), para. 268.

7/ officlal F""o".t 
" _l]-i_Elg Cunot.l A""u*b1y, T

IIo. 1? (AlTnd;;hap:*r.i, s;T;L 

-
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(") Maintain cl-ose collaboration r,rith the united Nations conference on T"adeand Developnent and continue to collaborate r,r'ith internationaf organizations activein the fiefd of international trade lawi

(a-) Mair,,ain liaison vith the conmission on Transnati.onal corporations -'ith
::e?Id to the consideration of 1ega1 problems that vould be suseeptible of actionDy 1t;

(:) Continue to give special consideration to the interests of developingcountries and to bear in nind the special problems of fanal_locked countries:

- 
(f) Keep its progranme of vork and vorking methods under reviev with the aimof further increasing the effeetiveness of its iork;

. 7: - Cal1s upon the United Nations Connission on fnternational Trade I,a'ro contanue to take accourt of the rer-evant provisions of the fesolutions of thesixth and seventh special sessions of the Geieral Assenbly that laid dov! thefoundations of the nev international econonic order, bearLng in nind the need forunited lrlations organs to participate in the irnplementat io., of tho"u 
"esolutions;

.9: - 
rnvite_s the Cornission on TransnationaL corporations, if it identifiesspecllrc -Lega] rssues in its progra.rme of work that would be susceptible toaction by the united Nations comission on Tnternational Trad.e rav, to refer suchissues to the United. Nations Cornmi ssion on International Trade Lav for i.ts

cons ideration;

_ _ 9: Eelcorags the decision of the United Nations Cornnission on International
l-rade l:aw to revie\.r, in the near future, its long_terur prograrme and, in thisconnexion, requests the secretary-General- to invite Governments to subnit theirviews and suggestions on such s progra.nne;

10. Decides that:

(") The term of office of those members of the united Nations cormissionon International Trade T,av. whose term would expire on 31 December Lg76 is extendedtil-l the last day prior to the beginning of the regular annual session of the
conmission in L977 and the term of office of those menbers of the conmission whoseterm would expire on 3f Decenber 1979 is extended tilf the last day prior to thebeginning of the "egular annual session of the Conmission in I!BC;

. 
(O) Cormencing vith the elections to menbership of the United Nations

conmission on rnternationar rrs.de Law at the thirty-first session of the General
Assembfy, al-l states elected to rnembership sharl take office at the beginning ofthe.first day of the regular annual session of the Cormission imned.iately follouingtheir election and their terns of offj.ce shal]- expire on the last day prior tothe opening of the seventh regulaT annual session of the Conmission following theirelection;

(") Goverrulents of Member states that a?e not membexs of the united. Nations
Conmission on International Trade Law are entitled, where they so request, toattend the sessions of the Conuission and its Working croups !,s obseivers;
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11. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the United Nations
Ccnmission on International Tradc Law the records of the discussions at the thirty-
first session of the Generaf Assembly on the report of the Cornnission on the work
of its ninth sess ion.

DRAT'T RESOLUTION TTI

United. llations Conference on the Carriage of Goods by Sea

The General As senbly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
estabTliIETTEe United Nations Cornrqission on Tnternational Trade Law and defined
the object and terms of reference of the Conmission,

rlavinrr consir'lpl-Fd chAr\+Fr TII ^e tha rcnnrt 6f the lhited Nations
comnillf6i-Efr'-TiEEiiZEional Trade l,aw on its rinth session B/ vhich contains
draft articles for a convention on the carriage of goods by sea,

Noti.ng that the United Nations Cornmission on fnternational- Trade Law
considered and adopted the draft articles taking note of observations and conment s

submitted by Governments, by the Vtrorking Group on International Shipping
Legislation of the Uni-ced Nations Conference on Trade and Devefopment and by
international organizations,

Taking noLe uibh appreciation of the connents of the Trade and Developnent
BoaraffinceonTradeaJidDeve1opmentthattherevision
of the larr on Carriage of Goods by Sea involves consideration, not only of legaf
but also of economic and. shipping trade aspectsn and that these aspects be given
d.ue consideration at the Conference.

Being convinced that international trade is an important factor in the
promotion of friendly relations among States arrd that the ad.option of a convention
on the carriage of goods by sea vhich would take into account the legitimate
interests of all States, particularly those of thc developing countries, vhich
would remove such uncertainties and ambiEuities as exist in the rules and practices
relating to bi1ls of lading and which would establish a balanced allocation of
risks beLveen thc cargo owner and the carrier, vould contribute to Lhe harrnonious
develcpment of international trade,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Conmission or:

International Trade Law for the valuable work done in having prepared draft
articles for a convention on the carriage of goods by sea;

2. Decides that an internatlonal conference of plenipotent iaries shal1 be

R/ rLi.r (l,,rnr 6rah+ Tr^ l7 (A/3f/[).tal ji=:. ! :i:Ii:::_-::::_
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convened in l-978 in New York, or at any other suitable place for which the
Seeretary-General rnay receive an invitation, to consider the question of the
carriage of goods by sea snd to enrbody the results of its work in an international
convention and such other instrr:nents as it may deem appropriate;

3. Refers to the conference the draft articl_es for a convention on the
carriage of-ffias by sea approved by the United Nations Cornmission on International
Trade law' together with draft provisions concerning inplementation, reservations
and other final clauses to be prepared by the Secretary_General;

L. Requests the Sec?etary-ceneral- !

(a) To circulate the draft Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea
togethe" vith drafb provisions concerning implementation, reservations and otherfinal- clauses to be prepared by the Secretary-General, to Goverrments and
interested international organizations fo? connents and proposals I

(t) To convene the United llations Conference on the Carriage of Goods by
Sea for an appropriate period in 19?8 at any of the places mentioned in
paragraph 2 above ;

(") To arrarge for the preparation of sunnary records of the proceedings of
the plenary meetings of the conference and of meetinss of comrittees of the whole
which the Conference rnay wish to establish;

(d) To invite all States to partieipate in the United Nations Conference onthe Caniage of Goods by Sea;

(.) To invite representatives of orpganizations which have received a
standing invitation frotn the GeneraL Assembfy to participate in the sessions
and the work of all internationaL conferences convened under its auspices, in the
capacity of observers, in accordance with General Assembly resol-ution 323i (rxil)
of 22 November 19?l+;

(f) To inwite representatives of national liberation novements recognize6
in its region by the Organization of African Unity, in the capacity of observers,
in accordance with General Assenbly resol-ution 32BO ()O(IX) of 10 December 19?l+;

(g) To invite the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy
Agency as vel-I as interested or€lans of the United. Nations and interested
regional int ergovernnent a1 organizations to be represented at the conference by
observers;

(h) To draw the attention of the States ard other participants referred to
in subparagraphs (a) and (g) above to the desirability of appointing as their
representatives persons speeially competent in the fiel-d to be considered;

(i) To place before the Conference:
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(i) Al1 conments and proposals received from Governments;

(il) Working and background papers which may be received rron the Unitedllations Cornnission on International Trade T,aw, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and other interested internationalorganizations, taking into consideration the 1ega1, economic andshipping trade aspects of the draft Convention;

(iii) Draft provisions concernin6g irnplenentation, reservations, other finalclauses and a-11 refevant documentation and recomrnendations relating .co
nethods of work and procedure:

that aff relevant documentation for the Conference will beparticipants in the Conference at the earliest possible date:

_ (k) To arrange for adequate staff and facilities required for theConference bearing in nind the fact that the legaln economic and- shipping tradeaspects of the carriage of €ioods by sea should receive due consitleraiion at theConference.




