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Th,^ f i g J r s o d-.3clotfed b j ' H i s Be.aT;ibdde Gi.,conio B ' ; : l ; r i t t i , t he L a t i n P a t r i a r c h o f 
JarMan^oni, n.n a c o e c h d i : . j v e r c d a t . ' S t . P a u l j i n t h e T'--±ted 3t,ate.s^ ,on the .3111330ct 
o f t l : e C l i r l s t i a i ' i s of the H o l y Land , c'amjot l e a v e i n d i f f e r e n t - .these.,Vho b e l i e v e . in . 
ChrjSb,, Son o f God, "^odee-iier of Msiikiri f l , and whv*. a c c o / f t h i p r i n c i p l e s o f c i v i l 
c o - . e x i e t e : i c e a s s o c i a t e d w i th , r e s p e c t f o r fundam-sntal r i g h t s and freed,oniS: 

I n t h e p a s t JO y o s r s ; as : :any as iOO , 0 0 0 C h r i s t i a : . s have l e f t the Land o f Jesus, , 
P o r c o i m t a i e o n s e d t c gi?iDgx-eii±--n.. t h i s i s 3 " v . o r raa l " qxtr.ta; b u t f o r t h e H o l y L a n d , 
i t r s i . r o o e n t a t h e l i n i t Deycnd w h i c h t h e r e i s o n l y d e s e r t . F o r t h e P a t r i a r c h 
B e l t r . ] . t t i s t a t e d H ia t i-he C h r i s t i e : : p o p u l a t i o n o f the E:,\^y Land now nuiuhers 
94,7A2 - C a t h o l i c s , oO , 255 Or thodox nn<i 7; 200 P r - , t e s t a n t s , Phns , compared w i t h t h e 
t o t a l 0!-oh.stia:x. p o p u l a t i o n ; t h e exj.du.s has he.j;-. en a m a s s i v e s c a l e , T h i s s i t u a t i o n 
oanr!:Ti; f a i l t o 3lar:~' u s . 

The r e a s o n s w h i c h have l ed . more than one - . th i rd . o f . t ] : e C h r i s t i a n s , t o l e a v e t h e i r 
e.-umtry and hence th'rir ' par tTcu lar Church a r e u n d o u b t e d l y manif.old-,.. B u t , as no one 
can be unaware - t h e rao3t'""ff5gent" a r e ' p o l i t i c a ' ' i > T h i s r e g i o n has b e e n the s c ene o f 
w a r s w h i c h have ha-l p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c and c u l t u r a l c o n s e q u e n c e s ; o f w h i c h t h e 
Chr i s t - ran coraniunity has b e e n t h e u n w i l l i n g v i c t i m . 

The s i t u a t i o n o f " n o n - w a r " and " n o n - p e a c e " , w h i c h i s n e v e r t h e l e s s raarked by a 
p o l i c y a i K e d a t k e e p i n g what has be-en o c c u p i e d by f o r c e , c o n t i n u e s t o b r e e d 
i n s t a b i l i t y and i n s e c u r i t y . , T h i s s i t u a t i o n has b e e n worsened, b y t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 
e x n e r f e n c e d . b y C h r i s t i a n s i n a s s e r t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s - and n o t o n l y t h e i r s t r i c t l y 
r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s . E x i l e then becomes f o r many - t o o many -• t h e o n l y means o f e s c a p e 
f rom t h e g r i p o f v i o l e n c e . . To r e m a i n i n t h e i r c o u n t r y , i n t h e i r Church, i s a 
s a c r i f i c e w h i c h n o t a l l can b e a r , 

L i r e c e n t y e a r s , t h e r e has b e e n no l a c k o f i n i t i a t i v e s on the p a r t o f t h e w o r l d 
C h i i s t i a . n community t o h-gl-p.-jts b r e t h r e n Pope P a u l V I p r o v i d e d more than e l o q u e n t 
" e s t i r o o n y o f t h i s ' o t h b y h i s p i l g r i m a g e , ..nd by h i s e x h o r t a t i o n Be a u c t i s Eccl<. l i a e 
o f 25 March 1974 . The p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s a r e a p p r e c i a b l e , as the P a t r i a r c h h i m s e l f 
r e c o g n i z e s . . But a r e Lhey enough? l i t l i e .exod.us s h o u l d c o n t i n u e , i f t h e C h r i s t i a n 
community i n t h e H o l y Land w e r e t o - e u n a b l e t o d e v e l o p i n an a tmosphe r e o f f reedom., 
j u s t i c e and p e a c e , t h e r e w o u l d be r e a s o n t o f e a r f o r i t s f u t u r e . Pope P a u l h i m s e l f 
aj.ludeci. t o t h i s f e a r i n h i s a p o s t o l i c e x h o . r t a t i o n ? " I f t h e i r numbers shou ld c o n t i n u e 
'co deo i : ! j o e , the f l a m e --f l i v i n g w i t n e s s a t t h e s h r i n e s would be e x t i n g u i s h e d , , and 
the C h r i s t i a n K o l y P l a c e s .of J e r u s a l e m aioid t h e H o l y Land w o u l d come t o resem.ble 
mcseums"., 

If;, on ""he c o n t r a r y , t h e C h r i s t i a n community i s t o be a b l e t o r e m a i n and 
d e v e l o p , t h e c a u s e s w h i c h o p p r e s s and i m p o v e r i s h i t must b e e l i m i n a t e d . I t i s n o t 
a m a t t e r o f p r e s t i g e but,, f i r s t and f o r e m o s t , one o f j u s t i c e . P e o p l e s t o d a y a r e 
k e e n l y a l i v e t^i r e s p e c t f o r and t h e p r o m o t i o n o f j u s t i c e . But j u s t i c e i s 
m e a n i n g l e s s u n l e s s i t i n c l u d e s r e s p e c t f o r end t h e p r o m o t i o n o f t h e f u n d a m e n t a l 
id . gh ts and f r e e d o m s wh ich t h o s e same ' p e o p l e s have s u b s c r i b e d t o i n so lemn documen t s . 
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C h r i s t i a n s the w o r l d ovor a r e riore than ev-cr commi t t ed t o s o l i d , a r i t y w i t h t h e i r 
b r e t h r e n i n t h e F a i t h l i v i n g i n t h e H o l y Land . S o l i d a r i t y i s e x p r e s s e d i n c o n c r e t e 
a c t s , i n a c t s o f a s s i s t a n c e , c a l c u l a t e d n o t o n l y t o a l l e v i a t e s u f f e r i n g and p r i v a t i o n 
bu t a l s o t o s t r e n g t h e n t r u s t and hope i n C h r i s t and i n H i s Church, x A i c h , though 
ex-posed t o v e x a t i o n and t o s t r e s s , have a l w a y s managed t o s u r v i v e , t o spread, and t o 
p r o c l a i m t h e t r u t h . 

The F r a n c i s c a n s , t h e g u a r d i a n s o f t h e s h r i n e s f o r more than s e v e n c e n t u r i e s , 
have b u i l t up a l a r g e n e t w o r k '^f s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and w e l f a r e a g e n c i e s f o r the 
C h r i s t i a n s l i v i n g t h e r e , w h i c h b e n e f i t n o n - C h r i s t i a n s as w e l l . O t h e r ma l e and f e m a l e 
r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s have j o i n e d them. I t i s cne o f t h e many ways o f a t t e s t i n g 
t o t h e p r e s e n c e p f t h e - u n i v e r s a l Church i n t h e Land o f J e s u s . The l o c a l c l e r g y a r e 
a l s o d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n s p r e a d i n g t h e g o s p e l and i n p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t i e s . The 
p a t r i a r c h a t e i s t h e f o c a l p o i n t and d r i v i n g f o r c e f o r a v a s t and f a r - r e a c h i n g 
programme t h a t r e q u i r e s t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f a l l r e l i g i o u s f o r c e s f o r i t s 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

F a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s must b o c r e a t e d f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n s i n the H o l y Land t o 
e n a b l e them t o s u r v i v e i n t h e c o u n t r y , f o r i t i s t h e i r c o u n t r y and t h e i r h o m e l a n d . 
They do n o t ask f o r p r i v i l e g e s , bu t o n l y f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t s . I t 
i s e s p e c i a l l y t h e f a m i l i e s who a sk t h i s so t h a t t h e new g e n e r a t i o n s may n o t f e e l 
t h e m s e l v e s t o bo " s t r a n g e r s " i n t h e l a n d o f t h e i r b i r t h . The p r o f e s s i o n o f f a i t h 
canno t be r educed t o a s i m p l e p r i v a t e phenomenon; i t n e e d s room t o e x p r e s s i t s e l f 
i n communion and by way o f i n s t i t u t i o n s . The s h r i n e s must b e dynamic c e n t r e s o f 
e v a n g e l i c a l w i t n e s s and o f a f e r v e n t p r e s e n c e o f t h e Church. 
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