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1. At its tventy-eig,hth session, the General Assenbly, in the course of its
consid.eration of the iten on the proposed progranrne budget, requested the
Joint fnsperticn Unit to stu y the question of the utilization of office
acconmodation r.rithin the United Nations system and to submit its recosmendations
to the Assenbly at its thirtieth session. At its thirtieth session, the General
Assembly had before it the reForts of the Joint fnspection Unit on the subject,
but decided to postpone conprehensive consideration to the reports of its thirty-
first sessi on.

2. At its 4th plenary meetinA, on 24 Septenber 1976, the Gencral Assembly, on the
recotnnendation of the General Corrnittee, decided to include in the agenda of its
thirty-fiyst session the item entitled:

"United lTations d,ccommod.ation :

"(a) Util-ization of office acconmodation in the United Nations sysremt

"(b) Utilization of office acconmod.ation and conference facilities at the
Donau'oark Centre in Vienna: report of the Se c ret ary-General"

and. to auocate it to the tr'i fth Comoittee.

3. Tbe Fifth Corrunittee consid.ered subitem (a) at its 36th, 38th and 4l+ttr
meerangs, on 24 and 2y -\over ber and o uecenber Iylb,

4. For its consideration of this subitem,
fo11olring docurnents :

76-28088

the Conrnittee had before it the
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(a) Report of the Joint Tnspection Unit on the utitlzation of office
acconmod.ation at United l,trations ileadquarte"s (A/985\ and Add.1) I

(b) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on office accomnodation provided
for extrabudgetary staff in the United ifations system (a/tOa?9 arrd Ac1d.1) I

(c) Report of the Jcint Inspection Unit on the utilization of office
aecor:nodation in bhe United ations syste. (A/10280 ano Add.I)t

(a) Eeport of the Se c retary-General on office acconrnodation provided for
extrabudgetary staff in the United i{ations systen (a/c.t /31/7 and. Corr.l);

(") Belrort of the Se cret ary-Generaf on uti.lization of office acconmodation
in the United T,Tations systen: accornodation at United lfations tleadquarters
(A./C,5/ 3r/17 and corr.1)

(f) Repoat of the Advisory Comnittee on Adninistrative arld Budgetary
Questions on utilization of office accornmodation in the United lfations system
(A/31/B/Add.l+).

5. The Chairnan of the Advisory Cornrnittee on Adrninistrative a.nd Budgetary
Questions introduced the report of the Advisory Conudttee in an oral statenent
before the Fifth Comrnittee at its 36th meetine.

6. The observer for Switzerfa.nd a.Iso addressed the Comdttee at the s ame
neeting,

7. fn its repart (A/31/8/Add.l+), the Advisory Cormittee stated its agreement,
ln general, vith nost of the reconmendations of the Joint Inspection Unit and of
the Secretary-General. It also drew attention to the elenents cf ucertainty in
predictinq flrture space requirenents at Headquarters, because of the difficulties
of anticipating future decisions of the General Assembly, anC- suggested that the
predictions of the Secretary-General should. therefore be evaluated in that light.
8. The Advisory Comrnittee stated that, in the light of current administrative,
fina-ncial and political considerations, the long-term policy for the accoruodation
of staff in ]'Tew York shoulc']. be based upon the rental of the roinimum space required
adCitional to that available in the Headqluarters building.s (A/31/B/Add.l+, para. 10).

9. On the question of space managenent, the Advisory Conmittee agreed with the
Joint Insp€cticn Unit that the authoritv of the Office of ceneral Services to
nanage space should be reinforced.

f0. As regards the question of office accorrdodation provided for extrabudgetary
staff, the Advisory Committee noted that there was no uniform approach vithi.n
the United l{ations system to the }rroblens of accorrnodation of such staff. In that
corrnexicn it noted that the Secretary-General wou-ld be submitting to the General
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Assembly at its current session a separate report on the general question of the
costs of support services, including costs of accornmodati.on provided from the
regular budget to extrabudgetary activities. hrhen the Advisory Cornrnittee considered
that report, it vould revert, as necessary, to the infornation contained in the
reports of the Joint rnspection unir (A/ro?79 and Add.1) and the secretary-ceneral
\A/C.5/3I/7 and Cor.l).

il. The cornnents and observations nade by delegations taking part in the debate
on this question are reflected in the sunmarv reco::ds of the meetinAs of the Fifth
Conmittee (A/c.5/3r/sR.36, fB ana I+)+).

FECOIVIMEI]DATIOII OF THE FIFTH 0OMI,{ITTEE

L2. At its l+l+th neeting, on B Decernber, the Fifth Corirmittee deeided, without
objection, to reconmend that the General Assernbly should;

(a) Take note of the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit on the utilization
of office accommodation in the United rlations systen', I/ and the reports thereon
of the Secretary-General 2/ ancl the Aflvisorv Cornmittee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions; 37

(b) Concur vith the conments and observations of the Advisorv Conmiuree on
Adninistratiwe and Budgetary Questions contained in its report. l/

A/9B5\, A/IO279 and Add,1 and A/1o2Bo and Add.1.

A/C.5/31/T and Corr.l and A/c.5/3IhT and Corr.l.
A/31/B/Add. )+.
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