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I'DFAFTDnc],AFAT]oliollTIiESLI}'tll'IATIoNoFALLFom4S0FII\iTOIEFANCE
AND OF DISCRIMII{IATION BASED ON FELIGION OR BELIEF

1. At the thirtieth session of the General Assenbly, in connexion r'rith agentla

item T9 (ELirdnation of al-f forns of religious intol-erance), the Netherlsnds '
Sveden and Uruguay subnitted a draft resolution (p'/C.3/f 'Zzoz) in which the
Asseldbly Inrould request the Cormission on Human Rights to subnit through the
Economic and Social Council to the Assembly at its thirty-first session a single
"draft Decl"aration on the Elinination of A11 FoI.IIls of Intoferance and' of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Bel-ief"; the draft lesolution aLso ca11ed. for
the inclusion of this iten in the provisiona.f agenda of the thirty-first session
of the Assembly with a view to assessing progress on the elaboration of the
Declaration and considering, eonpLeting and ad.opting ' if possible, the Declaration'
owing to lack of time' the Assembly was unabfe to consider iten T9 and the above-
mentioned draft resolution relating to it. On 15 Decembet A9'15, it approved '
hol,lever ) a reconmendation of the Third cormittee (A/10)+9?, para. l+) V to include
the item in the prov-isional agenda of its thirty-first session and to consider it
with appronriate priority. 2/

2, In a note subndtted to the General Assenbly at its twenty-sixth session
(4/8330), the Secretary-General gave an account of previous consideration of the
question by United Nations organs. Annexeal to the note were the following texts
relating to the draft declaraiion on the elimination of af1 forns of religious
intolerance:

x Al3rlrro.
1/ See also Offic

Annexes, agenda itero 79.

2/ rbid.., Thirtieth Session, supplenent No. 3[ (A/10o3\)" pp' 99 and 100'
item ?9.
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.-- -(") 
Preliminary draft of a united ldations Decr-aration on the Elinination ofA11 Forms of Religious rntolerance 

" prepared by the sub-conraission on preventionof Discrimination and protection ot l.,linorities' ( annex f);
(b) Report of the Working Group set up by the Cornmission on Human Rights atits twentieth session to prepare a draft Decr-aration on the Elimi.nation of A11Iorms of Religious Intol-eranle ( annex II).

3. In resol-ution 3OA? (XXVIT ) of 18 Decernbet \972, the General Assembl_y,affirrning the equal importance of both a declaration and en internationalconvention on the elinination of alL forms of religious intolerance and convincedof the need to give ne'monentum to that work by initially concentrating on thecompletion of one of those instrunents, decided to accord priority to thecompletion of the Decla'ation on the Eiimination of A1r Fo"ns of Religiousrntolerance before res,ming consideration or iire rnternational convention on thatsubJect. It also d.ecided. to give priority at its twenty_eighth session to the
:l:l::lli:i of a Declaration on the Elimination or A11 Forms of Rel-ieious_Ln!'ol-erance.

i-. . tl resolution 306! (pay1111 of 30 Novenbe r 1973, the ceneral- AssenbLy, notinsthat the Econornic and social council and the comraission on Human Rigtrts had noopportunity to consider properly the draft Declaration on the xlimination of a_11Fornts of Religious fntolerance ia/A::0, "nn"" i) 3/ and. to p".".rrt-ifr"i"reconnendations thereon' and believing that the preparation of a draft Declarationon the Elinination of All 
'orns 

of Religious rntolerance required additional study,invited the council to request the cornmission at its thirti;th session to consider,as a- natter of priority, the elaboration of a d.raft Declaration on the Eliminationof A1l- Forms of Religious rntolere.rrce, taking into account the observationssubmitted by Governnents as vefl as the opinlons expressed, the suggestions putforward and the amendments subnitted. in tie course of the discussion of thequestion at the twenty-eighth session of the Assenbly r and to subnit, if.possible,a single draft Declaration to the Assembly at its twenty-ninth session through theCounci]- .

5. fn resolution 3267 (XXTX) of fO Decembe r I97)+, the General Assembly, d.esirousthat the eLaboration of the Declaration be activeJ,y pursued, requested theconmission on Human Rights to subnit, through the Economic and sociar- councir-, tothe Ass enbly at its thirtieth session a sinlle draft Declaration on the Elirninationof A]1 Forms of rntor-erance and of Discrinination Based. on Religion or Ber-ief. rtalso decided to include in the provisionar agenaa of its thirtieth session theiten entitled "Elimination of a'' forrns or "!iieio.," intolerance,r with a viev toassessing progress on the er-aboration of a Decr-iration on the Elimination oi.A11tr'o,.'rc of rntolerance ond of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and toconsidering, conpleting and adopting, if possible, the Decl_aration, provided asingle draft eras completed ty tfte Conrnission.

3/ For the printed text, see official Eecords of the Economic
t ifo, B (rz:8ril , par-a.

and SocialAL th
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6. The Corrunission on Hunan Rights considered the question of 8' draft Declaration
on the Elimination of A11 Forns of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on

Religion or Belief at its thirtieth to thirty-second sessions, held in 197)1, l.97 5

ana iSlro , and during each of these ses sions , estabtished an infoflaaMorking Group

open to .rr it" merobers to consider the e.Iaboration of a draft declaration. The

intornal- Iforking Group set up by the Cornmission during those sessions has so far
adopted the texi of the title and. eight paragraphs of the preamble of a 

'lraft
Decl-aration.

'1 . The text of the title and the pafagr:iphs of the preamble of the draft
Declaration that wefe adopted by the informal tr^lorking G"oup at the thirtieth to
thirty-second sessions of the Coff0isslon are as follorrs:

"(1) Considering that one of tbe basic princiPles of the Charter of the

United NationJ is that of the dignitv and equal-ity inherent in all human

beings, and that all, States l4ernbers have pledged thenselves to take joint and

""p"iu.i" action in co-operation r,'ith the Organization to promote and encoutage

universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms

for a1f , r^'ithout distinction as to race, sex, language or religion'

tt()\ corrsiderins that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covena.nts on Human Rights procl-aim the prrncrpJ-es or

non-discrimination and equality before the ]-aw and the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion and belief, including the ri8ht to choose'

manifest and change oners religion or beJ-ief '
"(3) Considering that the d.isregard and infringenent of human "ights 

and

fundamentaf-?iEEEii-s " in particular of the rigbt to freedon of thought '
conscience" religion or belief, have brought ' directly or indirectJ'y ' wars

and great suffering to mankind, especially where they serve as a means of
foreign interference in the internal affairs of other States and amount to
kindling hatred betveen peopl-es and nations,

,'()+) considering that religion or belief, for anyone who professes
either" i" ot* of ttte fl-danental elements in his conception of l-ife and that
freedom of religion or bel-ief should be fu11y Tespected and guaranteed '

"(5) ggnsidering that it is essential to promote understanding'
tolerance aiE-?EEp-."t in matters relating to freedon of religion and belief
and to ensure that the use of religion or belief for ends inconsistent with
the Charter of the United Nations, other rel-evant instrunents of the United
Nations and the purposes and principles of the present Declaration is
inadnissible 

"

"(5) l,loting vith satisfaction the adoption of severaf and the coming

"Draft Declaration on the on of A1l- Forms

of lntoferance and Dis
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into force of sorre conveDtions, under the aegis of the United. Ifations and. ofthe specialized. ageneies, for the elinination of various forms ofdiscrinination,

"(7) Concerned. by nanifestations of intolerance and by the existenceof ai s criniifirEi-ii r"tt""" .f ;;ii;;.;-.r belier sti11 in evidence in someareas of the world,

"(B) Fesolved lo "19p! aLL necessary measures for the speedy elirrinationof such intorE6"E in all its i.;;; -;;-;""ifestations 
and to prevent and.cornbat discrinination on the ground of religion or belief. " \/ 

-

8. rn decision 7 (XXXU) of 5 Malch 19?6, the Coronission on Human night,s, inofder to 8'ccelerate its work on the Declaration, decided to estabr-ish an open-ended. working group vhi. ch woul_d meet three tines a week during its thirty_thirdsession beginning in the first week of the session.

If. DRAT'T INTENNATTONAI, CONVENTTON ON TI{N EITMIItrAT]OIJ Otr,AI-L
FORMS OF INTOLERANCE AND OF DfSCRIMTNATION BASED ON
RXLIGION OR BELIEF, 5/

1^- *:.::9t"ated. in 
-paragraph 3 above, the Generaf Assenbly, in resotutionrv<r \^ v-Lr',' oecaded to accord priority to the completion of the Decraration onthe ELinination of All Forms of Rerigiols rntoierance before resuming consid.erationof the rnternationar- convention on ttat subject. since then, p""di;; conpretionof the draft Decl-aration, tbe Assembly has iot exa'inea the rnternationalConvention ,

l?;r_l:,. note. submitted to the General, Assenbly at its twenty_sixth session\'r/',JJU,/e o/ rhe tjecretary-General gave an account of the previous consideration
:l tl.. qr.Jtion by United Nations oig*". rU. ,,ote contained, in paragraphs 16 to21' details of the action-taken by tie Assembly when it last considered. this itenat its twenty-second session and, as annexes, ihe following texts relating to adraft International Convention on tfre sul_ieci:

"._-.11-l:".. ,:iupprenent No, 3 lE/5768), chap. XiVl--
5/ Title changed. from 'Draft rnternational convention on the Elinination ofA1f Fonos of Retigious fntolerance'r (".u Q$i"i.l R..o"g" _9! tf. C.r ,T!'9!!1'-Eegond seg siol: _ Angexes ., . agenda itEi-5[lao"u, ent Al()934, and ceneralAssembry resolution Z?95 (E{If)),

__ _ t/ In compliance with ceneral Assenbly xesolution 2g36 (XXVI) of17. December !9Tr on publications and d.ocr.rmlntation of the united Ivations, thenaterial contained in docurnent A/833O is not reproauced in the present report.Copies of that document aJe avaiLable upon requ'est.
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(a) Preamble and L2 articfes of the draft International Convention on the

Elimination of All Forns of Religious Intolerance, adopted by.the connission on

I{uman Rights at its twenty-first, twenty-second and' t'wenty-third sessions
(annex III);

(b) Additional draft articLe submitted by Jamaica to the Com[ission on Human

nights ( annex IV) ;

(c) Draft s.TticLe xIIl subnr:itted by the Sub-Cornrais s ion on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to the Conmission on Hums'n Bights
( annex V);

(,1) pr.ct imir.rarv draft on additional measures of inplenentation transnitted'
to rl*lorrilii."'^.r',r-." Rights by the sub-conmission on prevenrion of
Discrinination and Pratection of Minorities (annex VI)'




