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dated 27 I'ebruary 1979 addLeSer to the Chairman ol the
ion on Humen Righte at dtg bhirty-T1fth session by the
‘ASfaires od dinterim of the Permanent ilisgion of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the

United Nations Oflfice at Gencva

In vicw ol the circulation to lhe Commission on Human Rights of
document E/CN.4/1351 contbaining untruthiul allesations concerning the flagrant
aggression nerpetrated by the Chinesc @UthOTlLLe% against Viet Mom, I have the honour
to transmil to you, in order Lo restore the truth and shed light on the nature of the
large~scale ver ol sgaression underieken by China since 17 [ebruary 1979 against the
Socialist Republic of Viet Mew, the folloving documents:

The stotement of the Loclaligt Reouhlic of Viet Nam dated 17 Tebruary 1970

The memorandum of the liinistry of Torcign AlfTairs of +the Hocialist Republic
[y [} s
of Viet Nom dated 14 Tebruvary 127S.

I should he cabtefuvl if -ov vmuld circulate these docum~nts, together vith the
present letter, an olfficial 7ocuments ol the lLhirty -fiTth scssion of the
Commisgion on Iluman Rights under agenda item 9.

(5igned) frvong Quan Phan

GD. 7S 11054



B/CH.4

page 2

PN

/

o)
o
RN

1

O PATT LT

~

of the Government ol Vizt Iam

On 17 Pebrur -y 1979, the Chinese vl s brarenly chart~d a var of aggression
agoinst Viet MNam.

They mobilized many infantry, armour and arbtillery divisions with air support to
launch a massive atiock on the vhole Viet Nom--China border.  They attacked the towms
of Lao Cai and llong Cei and the ddistrict bowms ol Dong Dong and lMuong Lhuony deep
inside the Vietnemose territor:,  Chinese forcss sttacked and occunied many border
posts and many orcas in Dink Lep, Irence Dinh, Toc Dinh end Van Tong districts in
Lang Son province, Tra Linh, He Quanes ond Quang Ha irn Cao Beng orovince, HMuong Khuong
and Bat Xat in Hoong Lion Son nroviace, Phong Tho in Loi Chan province and Binh Lieu
in Quang Winh nrovince, gommitting many serious crimes and causing great logses 1n
lives and property to the Vietnamese peovlc.

It is obvious that the Chinese rulers, alter repeated failures in their hostile
policy against Viet Wam, have stepped into the ruts of the Chinese feudalists, the
imperialists and the coloniolists in lavnching an agercssive var against Viet Mam,
an independent and sovercign country.

‘By invading Viet Nam, the Chinese rulers have totally revealed their
xpansionism, big-Pover hegemonism and reactionary policy, run counter to the
interests of the Chinesc people and seriously undermine the traditional {riendship
betireen the peoples of Viet Nem and China.

By invading Viet Nam the Chinese rulers have opposed the wholc socialist system
and the national liberation movement and sabotaged peace and stabilitly in
South-Bast Asia and in the vorld.

Their war of aggression has grossly tramnled upon the most elementary principles
in international relations and the United Wations Charter. It is an insolent
challenge to all 2ace- and Jjustice-lovin people.

Tor several years nov, especially in the recent past, in spite of bthe Chinese
rulers' intensified provocations and threats, the people and Government of Vietb Nam
have showm utmost self-restraint in the interests of peace and friendship, and
sought all means to settlc throvgh negobiabtions all the problems in the relations
betueen the tuo countries. But the Chinese rulers, heedless of rcason, have
continued their armed provocations and provoked o var of aggression against Viet Nam.
In the face of that aggrossion by the reacbionary Chinese rulers, the Vietnamese
people and army have no alternative bul to excrcise their legltimate right to
seli-defence and resolutely {ight back agoinst the aggressors.

Acting upon beloved President Ho Chi Minh's teoching "Nothing is more precious
than independence and fveedom', once again our entire neople and army, men and wvomen,
0ld and young, united millions as one man ere vnanimously stending up 1o Tight
resolutely in defence of the independence, sovereignty and sacred territorial
integrity ol their llotherland.
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The people and Government of Viet Nam urgently call on the Soviet Unlon, the
fraternal socialist countries, the national independent countries, the countries
in the non-aligned movement, the friendly countries, the communist and workers parties,
and the progressive people throughout the vorld to emhance their solidarity with
Viet Nam, support and defend Viet Nam, and to demand that the Peliing rulers put
an immediste end to their agaressive war end withdraw a1l their troops from Viet Nam.

The fraternal peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and Kampuchea whoe have fought shoulder
to shoulder and defeated the aggressive imperialists, are strengthening further
their solidarity to defeat the reactionary vpolicy of the Chinese rulers.

Tor peace and the long-standing friendship between the tuo counivies, the
Vietnamese people call on the Chinese peovle and troops to resolutely protest against
the aggressive war provoked by the Peking rulers.

The people and Government of Viet Nam cell on the United Nations and the
democratic organizations, for the sake of pecnce and justice, to energetically
condemn the aggressive war of the Peking rulers.

The Vietnamese people, a dauntless, courageous and indomitable nation who have
defeated all aggressors, are firmly convinced that under the leadership of the
Communist Party of Viet Wam and the Govermment of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
and enjoying strong sympathy and support from their brothers and friends in all
continents, will defeat the aggressive war of the Chinesgse rulers, defend their
independence and sovereignty and make o worthy contribution to the safeguarding
of peace and stability in South-East Asia and the world.

Hanoi, 17 FPebruary 1979
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MFMORANDUM

OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFATRS OF THE SOCTIALIST REPUBLIC OF
VIET MAIT CONCERNING THE INTENSIF ICATION OF ARMED AZTIVITIES ON THE
FRONTIERS OF VIET NAM BY THE CHINESE AUTEORITIES AND THE FEVERISH

PEEPARATIONS BY THOSE AUTHORTITIES FOR WAR AGATNST VIET NAM

The fronticr between Viet Nam and China was defined in the treaties concluded
in 1887 and 1895 vetween the French Govermment and the Sing Dynasty (Chlma) and was
officially delineated by boundary markers.

Prompted by the traditional friendship between Lhe two pecples, the Central
Committee of the Vietnamese Workers Party reached agreement in 1957-1958 with the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party on the maintenance of the
status gquo on the frontier bequeathed by history, considering the settlement of all
frontier and territorial problems to be a matter for the two CGovermments, and
advocating the gettlement of any disputes by means cof negotiation.

In conformity with the spirit of this agreement, representatives of the
Vietnamese and Chinege frontier-area authorities at various levels began talks on
border issues which were within the competence of the local authorities. The
representatives of the ftwo Govermments also had contacts and held negotiations on
the problem of *the frontier between the two countries,

The Vietnamese party has always abided strictly by the agreemenu concluded
between the Central Committees of the two parties and made every effort to help
to make the frontier between Viet Nam and China a frontier of friendship.

The Chinege authorities, however, harbouring sinister aimsg, have long been
violating the 1957-1958 agreement between the Central Committees of the two Parties
and have provoked increasingly complex and grave frontier incidents.

From 1957 to 1977, using odious methods, they encroaclzd on Vietnamese terrifory
at more than 50 vnointe along the frontier, ln six provinces: Quang Ninh, Lang Son,
Cao Bang, Hoang Tien Son, Ha Tuyen and Lel Chau, not to mention the areas which
they placed under their admninistration from 1957 onwards and which arve beyond the
historical frontier.

Their viclations of the gsovereignty and the territory of Viet Nam and their
acts of harassment and provocation along the land frontiers began in 1973 in certain
places and have multiplied steadily since 1974:

1974 179 cases
1975: 294 cases
1976: 312 cases
1277 87% cases.

This total of 2,158 cases includes 568 cases of cultivation in Vietnamese
territory, 1,355 cases of armed patrolling and 61 cases of attacks on and
kidnappings of Vietnamese persons on Vietnamese territory.
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It should be noted thaty since 1955, the Chinese party, taking advantage of the
assistance given to Viet Nam for the reconstruction of the railwvay line between
Huu Nghi Quan and Yen Vlbn, placed the me~ting point of the wailway tracks of the
two countries more than 300 metres from the frontier and considers this point to be
a point on the nation frontier between Viet MNam and China.

During the same 19751977 period, Chinese vegsels violated Vietnamese
territorial woters more than 1500 times, sometimes coming within two to
five kilometres of Vietnemese islands., One gerious incldent wag the occupation
by China on 20 January 1974 of the Vietnemese Hoangz Sa Islands (Paracel [Sicﬁ0u>o
China has aleso made absurd Cs@lﬂ“ to other Vietnemese islands gituated in the
Eastern Sea (South Cnlna Sea ).

Since 197¢, gltevnping un thelir policy of hostility to Viel Ham, the Chinese.
authorities have increased thelr acts of harassment and armed interventions on the
Vietnamese frontier and have undertaken feverish preparations for war against
Viet Nam.

A

the fronticr regions

A, They have incited the Hoa to cause disturbances in
of Viet HNam.

Early in 1970, acting in accordance with sn organized and most perfidious plan,
the Chinese party incited or compelled hundreds of thousands of Hoe to go to China,
in an attempt to ce EC political, scocial and economic disturbances in Viet Nam,
Taking advantage ol the special geographic and demographic features of the frontier
areas and re50f ing to various peychological wvarfare methods, i1t exerted direct
pressure on the Hoa, first of 211 in the frontier areas of Horth Viet INom, and later
in other nrevinces and towns of Viet Nom inhabited by the Hoa.

nearly 100,000 were frcn the province of

Of the 170,000 Hea who 1 to China, 1
he Chinege 9‘tonomous regicn of Kwangsi.,

Quang finnh alone, which adjoins th

Wnat ig crueiler gtill, after having incited or compellied the iloa from various
provinces to pour into the frontier areas, the Chinese authorities caused the
frontier barriers to be cloged, thus leaving the Hoa blocked and homeless. They
then sent their agents to penetrate gecretly into Vicinamese territory and fo
infiltrate groups of Hoa hooligans, These people caused disturbances and committed
acts of viclence against Vietnamese officiels and civilians and % sturnou nolitical
gecurity and social order in the frontier areas of Viet Nam, A gerious incident
I he "Priendsnip”
VLO%hdmeuc of*~0la¢0 were giving explansations t
then to return to their former homes, the Chine
megaphone to Hoa hooligans and sent hurdreds of sgoldiers and plain-~clothes police
to break through into Vietnamese territory, These moldiers and police attacked
Vietnamese officials and border guards with iron bars, sticks and knives, leaving
on the scene two Vietnamese dead and 25 injured, seven of Tthem seriously.

frontier harvrier, Just as
o the blocked Hoa and were persuading
se narty gave instructions by

&
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B. The Chinese authorities have stepped vp their armed activities vieclating
Vietnamese territory.

The attacks on Vietnemese territory vy the Chinese amed forces have increascd
daily. In 1978 there were 583 incidents. In Januaxry and the first week of
February 1977 alone there were 230 incidents. Tre gcale of these violations has

T

steadily increased over the whole frontier line from Quang Hinh to Lai Chau.

These incidents have been of increasing gravity, ranging from acts of
harassment to digturb the population of the frontier area in its daily sctivities
and encirclement actions and provocations against the Vietnamese armed sccurity
forces and militia on duty in Vietnamese territory to ambushes, gunfire, the
abduction of Vietnamese to China and attacks against guard posts of the Vietnamese
militia and against Vietnamese frontier nosts.

The Chinese armed forces have penctrated further and further into Vi
territory, sometimes as far as 5,000 metres from the frontier, as in the

the atltack sgainst the Vietnamese militia guard posts at Ban Law, in Heang Lien
Son province, on 14 Jacuary 1979,

The gize of the intruding forces has been increasing, A% some points they
mobilized up to 1,000 persons, including regular troops, public security forces
and peoples' militia, a8 in the case of the occupation of Chong IMu hill, Cao Bang
province, on 1 Hovember 1578, A reguler battalion penetrated up to 2,000 metres
into Vietnamese terriltory in some places, to occupy guard posts of the Vietnamese
militia set up in the arca behind common berder marker MNo.25 at Thanh Toa,

Cao Loc district, Lang Son province, on 10 February 1979.

An increasingly wide variety of weapons has been used, from infantry weapons
to heavy machine guns and mortars, In the attack of 6 Pebrusxy 1079 against the
Xa Ho guard post of the Viebnemese armed security forces, Ma T.i Chai commune,
Phong Tho district, Tai Chav province, the Chinesc troeps usged 82 mm mortors and
12.7 mm machine ;uns. In the attack of 8 Pebruary 1979 a~ainst the frontier
post of Ho Pa and adjoining areas, Ban May district, Ha Tuyen nrovince, they used
75 mm and 85 mm recoilless cannchl.

The Chinese armed foxrces have made repeated and indiscriminate use of
large~calibre weapong gited in Chinese territory to fire into Vietnamese
territory on vehicles and inhabitents moving along roads in the border area, as
well as on guard posts, villages, major towns, building sites, forestry
operations, etc,, in Viet Nam., Ixamplesg of this were the firing by machine
gung, on 14 January 1979, on the hamlet of Phal Leu, Dong Van commune,

Binkh Lieu digtrict, Quang Finh province; the firing by heavy weapong, the same
day, on the town of Lao Cai, Hoang Lien Son province; and the firving by

12,7 mm macnine gung on 2 Tebruary 1979, on the border post ot To lung, on the
seenrity post ot Phuc Hoa and on the village of Hung Long, Gui Thuan comauvne,
Quang Hoa district, Cao Bang province., This fiving somebtimes exbended over
several days in the same area, as in the case of the firing by 82 mm mortars
and other infantry wespons on the border post at Tra Linh, Cac Bang province,
snd on neighbouring villageg, from 10 January 1979 to the end of that month.
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The Chinese authorities have caused increasing losses in lives and property for
the Vietnawmese people.

In Janvery and the first days of Februery 1979 alone, the Chinese axmed forces
killed more than 42 civilians and members of the militia and the armed security
forces, injured hundreds of nersons and capfured and carried off to China some
20 persons. Many Vietnamese homes have been damaged., t several places in the
border area the normal activities of the Vietnamese population have been seriously
hampered. VWhile these arwmed activities of increasing scale and intensity have bheen
occurring along the land frontier, violations of Vietnamese air space have been
committed by Chinese combat airvcraflt and intrusions into Vietnamese territorial
waters have been made by Chinese vessels, In 1976 there were 100 aircraft sorties
which violated Vietnamese air space and 431 cases of provocation by Chinese vessels
in the territorial waters of Viet Nam.

C, The Chinese authorities have undertaken a massive %roop concentration in
impediate proximity to the Sino-Vietnamese frentier and fewverish preparations for
war againsgt Viet Mam,

After unilaterally suspending the negotiations on the-question of the Hoa
(September 1978), the Chinese authorities have stepped up their prevarations for
war in the frontier area between the two countries. They have deployed in the
area of the Sino-Vietnamese frontier a large military force which includes dozens
of infantry divisions and several alr force, anti-aircraft and artillery divisions,
as well as specialized mountain-warfare units, with combat aircraft, tanks and
CAaNNoN .

According to an Agence France Presse report from Peking on 21 January 1979,
there have been major troop movements in the frontier areas and, according to
Wegtern military sources in Peking, there are 15 to 17 divisions of the Chinese
army, or 150,000 men, in these areas,

On % February 1979 the BBC announced that "China is reinforcing its troops on
the Sino-Vietnamese frontier and, according to United States intelligence sources,
China has about 20 divisions in the area'. The periodical Far Bagtern Economie
Review reported in its issue of 9 February 1979 that China had deployed some
160,000 men, with 700 combat aircraft, including ¥'9 bombers of Chinese manufacture,
along the Sino-Vietnamese frontier.

During the same period China has sent many high-~ranking wilitary commanders to
the border areas. According to the Waghingbon Star, General Yeng Te Chih has been
appointed commander of the Chinese armed forces on the frontier with Viet Mam. He
is one of the most experienced generals in China and is politically trusted in
Peking, In the immediate proximity of the Vietnamese frontier and even
penetrating at some points into Vietnamese territory, the Chinese armed forces have
dug trenches and communication trenches and have built fortifications., They have
also held increasing numbers of large-scale militery wanoeuvres and forced the
Chinese population to move from the frontier area into the interior of the country,
and have thus created a climate in which hostilities could break out at any moment
on the frontier between the tuo countries.

While engaging in preparations for war, the Chinese authorities have mobilized
their gigantic propaganda machine, at both the central and regional levels, in oxrder
daily to spread untruthful allegations and gross slanders against Viet Nam.
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Certain Chinese leaders recently made brazenly ver-like threats, in extremely
arrogent termg, against the Sccialist Republic of Viet Hem.

During his recent visits to the United States of America and Javan, Chinese
Deputy Prime inister Teng Hsilao Ding unanbiguously confirmcd the renorts of a
maggsive concentration of Chinesc troops near the Victnamene Lrontier and
repeatedly used arrogant great-nation language of e highly belligerent nature.

On 31 January 1979, in cn interview granted to Americen journalists, he said:
"Wiet Nam must be given a needed lesson'.

On 7 Tebruary 1979, in Tokyo, he stated that Viet Ham would have to be
punished,

The wmassive concentration of troops, weapons and var material, together with
the armed violations of Vietnamese territory and threats of war by the Chinese
authorities, have created and arc creating an extremely dangerous situation along
the entire Sino-Vietnamese frontier.

According to an ANSA revort from Wew Yorl, dated 23 Jemwary 1979, the
United States Administration specialists in Far Dostern affairs consider that on
invasion of Viet Mom by large Chinese forces is possible.

Mccording to the United States meriodical Newsweck of 28 Januaxry 1979, quoting
a source in the United States Department of State, the reiaforcement of the Chinese
military wmachine at the frontier with Viet Nam might nresage intervention on a
larger scale than a were shou of force.

Iveryone clearly realizcs the extreme gravity of the Chinese authorities!
armed actions and arrvogant threats against Viet Nam. Peking leaders have openly
uttered threats of war against an independent sovereign country, arrogating to
themselves the right to resort to Lorce againgt the Socialigt Repuvlic of Viet Nam.
They have thus bared their hostile designs on Viet Mam and thelr expansionist
great-nation ambitions in South Dast Asia.

The Vietnamese neople and the Government of the Socialist Republic of
Viet Mam vehemently denounce and severely concemn the Chincge authorities' acts of
war intimidation. These adventurous acts could have unforesecavle dangerous
consequences for peace and stability in South Dast Asia end the world. They run
counter to the Charter of the United Nations, violate the elementary principles of
international law and constitute a grave challenge to peace-loving and
Justice~loving peoples and countries throughout the world.

. The Vietnamese people and the Government of the Socialist Republic of
Viet Wam are firmly convinced that the peonles and Governments of friendly
countries and the broad sectors of world wublic opinion will strengthen their
solidarity with and suoport for the Vietnamese peonle, mut a timely stop bto the
Peling authorities' schemes and acts of wor and prevent them from herming
Viet Nam,
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The Vietnamese people are steadfastly attached to the ftraditional friendship
between the Vietnamese people and the Chinese people and are persevering in the
policy of resolving the differences between the two countries by negotiation.
However, they are determined to defend the independence, sovereignty and sacred
territorial integrity of their fatherland ind the fruits of their peaceful labour.

The Chinese authorities which 2re applying a policy of hogtility to
Viet Nam and creating an extremely tense situation at the frontier between the
two countries will have to shoulder the entire responsibility for their
adventurous and dangerous acts,

Hanoi, 14 February 1979



