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Renort submitted by UIESCO 1n connexion with paragraph 4 of
regolution 4 (XXXIII) of the Commission on Human Rights

Note by the Secretary-General

At its sixty-second session the Economic and Social Council adopted
decision 229 (IXIT) by which it endorsed paragraph 4 of resclution 4 (XXXIIT) of the
Commission on Human Rights. By thal decision the Secrctary-C=neral was invited, in
co-operabion with the United Nations Bducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and the other competent specialized agencies, to undertake a study of "the
international dimensions of the right to development as a human right in relation
with other human righls based on international co-operatlion, including the right to
peacc, taking into account the requirements of the llew International Fconomic Order
and the fundamental humand needs", and to make this study available for consideration
by the Commission on Human Righls at 1te thirty-~fifth session. The report of the
Secretary-General is contained in B/CH.4/1334. The prescnt document constitutes the
contribution of UNESCO to the study. It was received by the Secretary-Gencral on
29 December 1978,

The UNESCO dovument is cowmprised of a report and ihree annexes. The toxt of
these annexes; as received in one language, arc available for refercnce from the
Secretariat,

GB.79-10579
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The international dimensions of the right to development as a human
right in relation with other human rights based on international
co~operation, including the right to peace, taking into account the
requiremcnis of the New International Economic Order and the
fundamer .al human nceds

Report by UNLSCO

Inlroduction

1. Pursuant to operative paragraph 4 of resolution 4 (XXXIII) of the
Commission on Human Rights, UNESCO was requested by the Sccretary-Gencral of the
United Netions lo contribute to the study requested by the Commission for its
%hth scession.

2 In order to prepare its contribution, UNESCO precsented the ftext of

resolution 4 (XXXIII) along with a scrics of working papers to an expert meeting,
convened in June 1978 on the ftheme "Human Rightls, Human Necds and the Istablishment
of a New International Economic Order'. The theoretical and methodological
implications of the theme specificd in paragraph 4 of resolution 4 (XXXIII) required,
in the view of the Dircctor-General of UNESCO, a thorough examination of the
relatioaship botween human needs, as defined in rccenl rescarch in the social
sciences, and human rights, as defined in the major international instruments on

the subject, in particular thce Charicr of the United Nations and the International
Bill of Human Rights.. The analysis of this rclationghip provides a framework for
understanding the structurcs and proccsscs which makc the establishment of a new
international cconomic order an important clement in the implementation of human
rights, taken as an indivisible whole, with particular reference to cconomic, social
and cultural rights and to the situation prevailing in developing countries. This
approach, therefore, rclates the study closely to the agenda item 8 cntitled:
"Question of the realization of the cconomic, social and cultural rights contained
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the Intermational Convention on
Economic, Social nd Cultural Rights and study of special problems relating to
human rights in developing countries'.

3 The June meeting of coxperts accordingly examined certain huwman rights from the
perspective of the establishment of a new international cconomic order, some of
which were eonsccrated by the basic human rights instruments (right to self-
dctermination, right to food, right to health), while others reflected specific
"new" rights mentioned in the title of the study requested by the Coumission (right
to development, right to peace). In thab connexion UNESCO wishes to draw the
Commission's atbtention to the notion of "solidarity ri-hie" which was examined by
the expert mceting (see roport of the mcoting, paragraphs 6, 237 tc 242).

4. Solidarity rights were presented as a notion under which certain righis, not
traditionally referrcd to as human righis, such as the right to development, the

right to peace, the right to ounership of the common heritage of mankind and the

right to a healthy and eccologically balanced enviromment could be grouped and analysed.
The rights in this category can best be understood in comparison with the other two
categorics of human rights both as rcgards their nature and the historical relation

of one to the other., Thus civil and political rights are righils as freedoms of the
individual against interference firom the State which arose first in legal texts and
belong to the "first ceneration". Hconomic, social and cultural rights are

rights as claiug against the statec for certaln services or benefits and belong to
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the "second generation" by virtuc of their historical recognition, The "third
generation" of human rights consists of sclidarity rights which arc beginning to be
recognized in infternational texts and which by their naturce invelve the concerted
efforts of all social forces for their implementation. The terms used in paragraph 4
of the Commission's resolution 4 (XXXTII) illustrate the internmational recognition
solidarity rights arc beginning to receive.

5e UNESCO intends to carry out further study on the notion of solidarity rights in
accordance with the programme and budget of UHESCO for 1979~1980, as approved by the
General Conference in November 1978. This further rescarch will, of course, be
available to the Commission, whosc suggestions concerning approaches and priorities
are mogt wolcomo,

6. The Commission's attention is also drawn to the conclusions and recommendations
of the expert meeting which appear in paragraphs 243 and 244 of the report.

T, In order to provide the Commission with adequate information concerning the
exploratory rcsearch carried out in 1977-1978 rclating to the subject of the study
requested in resolution 4 (XXXEII), the prescent report contalns three documents:

(i) The full report of the Junc 1978 wmecting on "Human Rights, Human Needs
and the Establishment of a New International Economic Ordcr';

(ii) The paper presented to the above-mentioned meeting by Mr. Kéba MiBaye
on "The emergence of the right to development as a human right in the
context of the cstablishment of a new international cconowmic order';

(iii) L contribution on the right to development as a human right, submitted
to a subsequent meeting sponsored by UNESCO in Caracas, Venezuela, by
Mr. Hector Gros Espiell, who also participated in the expert meeting
of June 1978,

8. The views expressed in these three documents are the sole responsibility
respectively of the Rapporteur of the expert weeting, Mr. Pecter O!'Brien, and of

Mr. Kéba M'Baye and Mr. Hector Gros Espicll. The three documents represent the
attempt UNESCO has wade to cncourage thinking sbout human rights in the problems to
which resolution 4 (XXXIII) refers. In the light of the cexploratory nature of this
rescarch, the present rcport is necessarily a preliminary contribution of UNESCO to
the work of the Commisgsion under agcende itom 8.



