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The seriousness of the situation in the occupied Arab territories compels me to
draw JOUT attention and that of the honourable members of the Commission on
Human Rights at its vresent session to the Zumerous reporis indicating a grave

d@terlOfablOH in conditions in those territories due to the Isracli occupation

authoritics! nercistence in oppressing the Pale Lvn;in Deoo‘z and ‘gravely violating
human rights in those territori i nge the juridical status
4o

}__1

es, with the ain of &
population and geographic structure of the occupied Arab +erTLtorlcs; this
congtitutes a serious vioclation of international agreenents, especially the
fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of V¢vxl¢an Torgong in Time of
War, which deals with their rights under cccuvation.

I should like to draw attention to recently oqbl sh@d reports describing
tortures inflicted on Arab detainees in Israeli wnriso These i;i@m@u practices,
which are one agpect of  the brutality of the Israeli occcupation regime and bear
witness to the sulferings of the Palestini t be passed over in

t

gilence, The letest of these reports is one submitited to Congress by the

State Department of the United States

T should like o draw atteation pwrtwcularly‘ the obstinancy with which the
occupation authorities pursue their Holicy of establishing new settlements in the
occupied Arab tverritories, egpecially in Cisjordania and Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.
That policy has been condemned by the international community, as vepresented by the
United Hations, in a series of resolutions adopted gince the ccoupation of the
territories in 1967, as illegal, unlavful, null and veid., If Israel intends Ly these
measures to pursue the exven siqﬂ condemncd by the vwhole werld and teo sow terror anmong
the Palestinian pecple, new objective hasg been added te the many already pursued
by Israel in that context as part of its obstinate efforts te evade the commitments
it made in the interests of peace in the Middle Bast in September of last year.

c‘k‘ S\J

The Governnent of the Arab Rﬂbwtlic of Egypt is gravely concerned about these
practices and viclations and the motives hehind then. It considers +hat they

SCTLOo Sly‘aff@ct the progress towards peace snd constitute a major cobstacle to that
progress, especially as they invelve seriocus violations of the nrim**nles of the
United Narlons Cherrter and the Universal Doclavation of Hume: Rights, and also the

principles of juatice end equity.

In view of the urgent nature and seriousness of the situation, the
Egyptian Covorhncpc belicves that the Comaiseion on I Rights would be doing its
duty in that reg if it Yook dimmediszte effective action, on behalf of all mankind
and. in mCCOTddﬁCC w1th the principles of human rights, in order o consolidate the
progress already nade towards s just and general peace in the Middle East.

Dr. BOULTLS R, GHALI
Zeyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs
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