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The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m. 

ORGANIZATION OF "HORK 

The CHAIRMJU~: The Committee was to have begun today the general 

debate on agenda items 35 to 49. \lfe were to have had two speakers on those 

items, but I now understand that neither wishes to make a statement today , 

and officially, there is nothing else on the agenda of this meeting. 

Mr. RIOS (Panama) (interpretation from Spanish): Since the meeting 

will probably be adjourned , I should like to take this opportunity to ask you, 

~~. Chairman, to clarify if possible the pos ition with regard to a draft 

resolution that has been with us now for some days , and of which it is said 

at one time that it is about to be discussed and at another that it is not, 

so that the comments on it are varied. I am referring to draft resolution 

A/C.l/33/L.l. 

There are some delegations which are very small , like my own, with only 

one representative , who has to go from one Committee to another. It is for 

that reason that I am taking the liberty of asking you, Sir, to clarify the 

situation and tell us when the Committee will consider this draft resolution 

and take a decision on it. I had heard that you had given a ruling on when 

that -vrould be, but I was not present so that I am not absolutely sure. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not believe that it is within the purview of 

the Chairman to try to elicit, explain or clarify the intentions of the sponsors 

of different draft resolutions which are before this Committee. Therefore, I 

have no answer to give to the question from the representative of Panama. 
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Hr. AL·-·ALI_ (Iraq ) (interp retation from Arabic) : He co ns i de r t hat t he 
draft resolution on military and nuclear collaboration with Israel (A/ C. l/33 / L.l) 
under i tern 125 of the agenda, in which Israeli a rmament is condemned, should be 

considered separately from t he ot her resolutions , on t he g r ou nds that i t is a 

draft sponsored by a s pecial session of the General Assembly. Therefore , 1.:re 
ask that it be put to the vote as soon as the speakers in this Committee 

have completed their statements on the subject. 

The CHAi ru1AN: If I understood the statement of the representative 
of Iraq correctly, he replied in f act to the representative of Panama and 

the thrust of hi s remarks -vras to demand t hat this Committee vote upon 

draft re s olution A/ C .l/33/L .1, i n -vrhich t he n2.1Tle of his country appears as a 
sponsor. 

Therefore , He have first a demand for a vote on a r esol ution in this 

Committee. Before proceedin g further -vri th that demand o I would remind the 
Committee that at its meeting on 6 October on t he organization of work, on 

the proposal of the representative of Ar gentina an understanding was 

reached that the adoption of resolutions on all the items li sted in the 

agenda of the First Committee -vrould be taken at the end of its work . I refer 

to the ver bati m report in document A/ C. l/33/ PV . 3 , on page 12 . 

Subsequent l y , in discussing the organi zation of 1vor k on 25 October , the 

Chairman expressed hi mself as follows : 

;;As member s of t he Committee -vrill also recall , when we decided on 

our work p r ogr amme a few -vreeks ago, there was an understandi n g that most 

or all i terns would be left open , so that members 1-rould have enough time 
to draft resolutions , and also so t hat it 1muld be possible to take up 

all the draft resolutions at the end of our wor k for thi s s e ss i on." 

(A/C.l/33/PV.l5 , p . 89 ) 

The Committee agreed to those suggesti ons. 

The Committ ee has the r e fore t 1.:ro opposite points of view before it. \fuen 
the l a st ruling was made, the representative of Iraq was not present . I presume 

that had he been present he -vrould have raised an objection to t hat ruling . Be 
t hat as it may , in t h i s situat i on I jud ge it p r ope r that the Cown i ttee i ts elf , a s 
master of its OHD procedure, should de cide the issue as bet1.:reen the p roposal 
by Ira q and the understanding and the ruling of the Chairman. 
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l·1r. CAMPS (Uruguay) (interpretation from Sp ani sh ) : I should like 

to 1::.r: l~e a fei·T r emar ks i n connexion l·li th what you have just told us , Mr. Ch airman. 

He h ave list e ned att entive l y to the explanation g iven by the Chairman in 

connexio n with the or~ani z at ion of our work as well a s to the statement of t he 

representative of IraQ explaining the pos ition of that country. 

I should like to say Quite s incerely that the statements 

hav e moved us, because we profoundly respect the aspirat i ons, wi shes 

and expectations of every country. I;Te consider that every member of the 

Organization has , under the Charte r , eQual rights to state i ts pos ition and 

to make its o p i n ion knovm; t he right to hol d an opinion and to make a reques t 

i s in accordance ·1-1i th the Charter and the rules of procedure of t he General 

As sembly , a s is the case at the moment. 

As I have said , we have listened to the account g i ven to us by the 

Chairman on t he decision so far taken by this Commi ttee. vJe have also read 

cl osely the verbatim records contained in documents A/ C. l/ 33/PV. 3 and 

A/ C. l/33/ PV .l5 respectively. 

A$ He understand i t, there are t1vo different aspects to the reQuest. 

One is p rocedural and simpl y comes under the rules of procedure; that 

pertains to t he decision taken by t h is Committee. The other is one of 

substance , closely linked -vri t h t he reasons why that dec ision was reached. 

So that w·e may p r oceed in a certain order , I shall refer fi rs t to the 

procedural aspect. 
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(Mr. Camps, Uruguay) 

I therefore believe we should refresh our memories with reference to what 
the Committee agreed to and which appears in the relevant verbatim records 
which I have just mentioned. 

At the 3rd meeting of this Committee, a resolution was adopted expressly. 
It appears in document A/C.l/33/PV.3, on page 47 . With the indulgence of the 
Chairman and members of the Committee, I shall read the verbatim record ~ 

"The CHAIRMAN: As no other representative wishes to express a vie-vr 
at this point, I think we are approaching the time when we should take a 
decision on the working schedule of the First Committee. I myself have 
found the preceding discussion most valuable, because it has given some 
insight into how some of the items are going to shape up. All sides have, 
I think, urged the officers of the Committee to observe as much flexibility 
as possible . You may be sure that I will try to do so. 

Before submitting the final working schedule for adoption by the 
Committee, perhaps it 1vould be good if I were to repeat it. For the 
consideration of item 125, 'Review of the implementation of the 
recommendations and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its 
tent:1 special session', from 16 to 20 meetings would be allotted; next, 
for item 128, 10 meetings; then for the substantive disarmament items, 
from 35 to 49 inclusive, from 38 to 42 meetings; and, finally, for 
item 50, 'Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security', 10 meetings . Keeping in mind the discussion 
we have had this morning , I formally propose that the Committee adopt 
this working schedule. It was so decided." (A/C.l/33/PV.3, p. 47) 

Then comes the complement to this decision which was adopted at the 15th meeting 
of the Committee, which appears in document A/C.l/33/PV.l5 on page 89. This 
statement is somewhat lengthy and so, in order not to prolong my statement 
unduly, I shall read only those substantive parts which are relevant to the 
decision taken. 
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(Mr. Camps, Uruguay) 

11 The CHAIRMAN: Since we still have a few minutes before our schedule d 

time ends, I thought that perhaps 1-re could use the time usefully by 

considering what we h ave achieved and what lie s ahead of us in the 

immediate future . 11 (A/C.l/33/PV/15, -p . 89 ) 

Tnen there is an account of what t r anspired at the third meeting. Further on , 

we r e ad the following : 

nA nurrb er o f draft resolutions h ave been is s ued and distributed un de r 

item 125. It is clear, however , that there will have to be more draft 

resolutions under that i tem , if only because the Final Document prescribes 

that the first Committee should take this or that action. And, as I 

understand it, that action can only b e taken , in most cases , by a draft 

resolution. 11 (Ibid) 

Further on still, we read the following: 

"As members o f t he Committee will also recall, when we decided on 

our >w r k progr amme a f ew weeks ago, there was an understanding that most 

or all items wbuld b e left open, so that members would have enough t ime 

to draft resolutions, and also so that it would be possible t o t ake up 

all the draft resolutions at the end of our work for this s e ssion. n (Ib i d) 

At the end of the statement by the Chairman which appears in the verbatim r e c ord , 

1ve read : 

"If there are no comments or objections, I shall take i t 

that the Commit t ee agree s t o my suggestions. It was so dec i de d. 17 

( Ibid . , p . q 0 ) 

Thi s means that the Committee adopted tvro proce dures t o be f ollowed. Firs t of 

all, the Committee set a certain number of meet i ngs for t he debate s on the 

various items, while at the same time giving t he Chairman di scret i on t o 

act with the utmost flexibility in de ciding the numb e r of meetings nee ded 

de pendi ng on how the situation evolved, and, secondly, it agre ed that t he 

decisions ·- that is to say, the resolutions on t h e i terns - would b e a dopt ed 

at the end of our 1vork during this ses sion. The Committee is t h e mas t er 

of its own procedure , as we read in annex I of the Rules of Procedure of 

the Gene r al Assembly on page 37 , which contains t h e recommendations 

and s uggest ions of the Special Committee on Methods and Proc edur es 

of the Gene ral Assembly. The Special Commit t e e was establ ished 
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under resolution 271 (III) of 29 April 1949 , and its recommendations 

•rer e approved under resolution 362 (IV) . Under paragraph 39, under the 

heading of 11Role of the Presiding Officers", we read: 

"The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that 

the Chairmen of the Main Committees should fully exercise the functions 

assigned to them in the rules of proce dure and, in particular, make 

use of the perogatives given them in rule lOBe L'Para. 123/" (A/520/Rev .12 ~ 
p. 56) 

If, as we have heard this afternoon, oue or more del egations 

1-rishes to alter what has been decided by this Committee, they are fully 

entitled to request it. We vrould then have to apply the relevant rules 

of pr ocedur e , go back on what we have alre ~dy decided and decide on another 

working method. This is all I wish to say with regard to the procedural 

aspect. 

I should like now to refer to the othe r aspect mentioned earlier, 

namely, the spirit which prevailed in the Committ ee in adoptinp the 

decisions. The spirit is clear from the many statements made during the 

third meeting of this committee. From reading the relevant ver bat im record, 

we clearly understand that the intention of every delegation was to have 

a thor ough and flexible debate on all items pertaining t o dis nri'!anent in 

order to arrive at positive decisions fully in accord with the asp iration s 

of peopl es , and that beforehand we should have a r eal and gl obal p icture of the 
d isa r mament situation before adopting any r esolutions. The decision taken 

that there be fl exibility in the debates on all disarmament items was not 

a mere whim, nor was it a deci s ion lightly t aken without quit e lmowing why . 
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This aspect was already dealt with by the Special Co1nmittee on t he 

Rationalization o f t he Procedures and Organizat i on of the work of the General 

Assembly . 1\mong its conclusicns, adopt ed under r e solution 2837 (Xl~I) and appearing 

as annex V to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, -vre r ead under the 

heading of '1General debat e in Committee": 

' 'The Special Committ e e ) uhile rec ognizinf!: the unquestionable 

usefulness and importance of the general debate, consi ders that Chairmen 

should encourage the Main Committees : 

11 (b) To extend, 1rhenever appropriate, the pr act i ce of holding 

a single debate on related and logically linked agenda i terns . 

;;The Specia l Commi t tee recogni ze s that a general debate on 

questions previously considered by a United Nations or gan and covered 

by a report of the organ concerned should be r etained . The Committee , 

however, draws the attention of the Chairmen of the Mai n Committees 

to the possibility of consulting their Commi ttees in every case when 

a general debate on a certain item does not seem to be needed . The 

Chairmen may resort to this practice to ascertain in particular whether 

the Committees desire to hold a general debate on every question 

referred to them by other organs . 

11At the sar1e time , t he Special Committee wi shes to reaffirm 

that the general debate serves a necessary and very useful purpose ln 

the work of the Main Committees and that its organization should in no 

circumstances be changed vrithout the consent of the Committees 

concerned, which therefore should decide on the applicability of the 

above- mentioned suggestions. " ( ~/_5_?_0_L_?~v~ls_ p_~_?:s. 61 , 62 and 63) 

Thi s view is one which '.ve have taken into account in regard to the 

s t at ements made at t he 3rd meet i ng of our Committee. Actually, we mi ght 

quot e any of t hose statements . Hit h the permission of the Amb a s s ador of 

Argentina, Mr. Ortiz de Rozas, I shall take the liberty of readi ng a part 

of his statement because we consider it to be very important and, furthermore, 

he was supported by a large number of delegations. He said : 
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"Per sonally I feel that it is inevitab l e that when we discnss item 125 

there should be vrhat we might call a mini-general debate on that 

part i cular item: in other wor ds, all delegations will give the ir vj ews 

on the review to which the item r efer s and their assessment of the 

tenth special session . This does not mean t hat at the end of the 

exchange of views that may occur on that item we shall have t o adopt 

resolutions. If the Committee deems it fitting those r esolutions may 

well be postponed for adoption at the end of our session. The same 

would apply to item 128. It will be dealt with exclusively in a kind 

of debate where delegat i ons will put forward their pos itions, but this 

does not necessarily imply that before we take up other items we shall 

have t o adopt resolutions. 
11 In short, Mr. Chairman, I think there i s no divergence between 

the views suggested by you and the opinions put forward by the 

delegations of Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Austria and 

Sweden. If we follow the order suggested by the officers of the 

Committee, we could begin to consider those items in what in the final 

analysis will be a general debate and defer until a subsequent stage -

I -vrould even say, towards the end of our work - the adoption of 

r esolutions on all the items listed in t he First Committee's agenda. 11 

(A/C.l/33/PV.3, pp . ll-12) 

This statement is the one which gave ris e to the one you made, 

Mr. Chairman, and indicated the agreement of the members of this Committee. 

I could continue to quote similar st at ements from the records of the 

3rd meeting of t h i s Committee, but that would make my r emar ks unduly 

lengthy. 

Apart from these conside r ations, there are others which have to be 
considered as fundamental. 1,\Then t he Comm i ttee adopted its progr amme of work, 

my delegation, and I assume the vast majority of delegati ons , communicated to our 

Foreign Ministers t he fact t hat decisions woul d be t aken at the end of our 

work. It is on this under standi ng that the Foreign Minist ers, as t hey receive 

reports on the progress of our debates , 1-rill be t aking positions on the draft 
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resolutions submitted. If decisions were to be taken earlier, perhaps the 

r esult s woul~ not reflect what countries really wished because many might 

not be pr epared t o vote. 

As I sai d at the beginning, we have the highest respect for the views and 

wishes of other del egations, and if the maj ority is in favour of a procedure 

other than the one that -vre have already adopted, my delegation will not try 

t o prevent this. Quite simply , afte r this statement ue shall make known our 

pos ition by our vote. But with the same r espect which we s a i d we pro fe ss for the 

views and wishes of all delegations, we appeal to those delegations that 

at this stage wish to change the working method t o reflect car eful ly so as 

to avoid a debate which might prove sterile for the purposes we all pursue 

in respect to these items. 

The CHAIRMAN: If I understood the representative of Uruguay 

correctly, during his statement he made a formal proposal that this Committee, 

as far as the voting on dr a ft resolutions is concerned , keep to the understanding 

and the rulings which he was citing . Is that a correct interpretation of 

his statement? 

Mr. CAMPS (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): Yes, Mr. Chairman, 

your interpretation is correct. But at the same time, I said that if any 

delegation or sever al del egations wi shed at t his stage to change t he worki ng method 

we had 2gr eed to earlier, my delegation would not object. We would simpl y 

make lmovm our position by our vot e . However, we appeal to t he members to think 

over what the consequences might be if we changed our working method. It 

could lead to a sterile di scuss ion. vie would be bottled up ln a futile procedural 

debate which would not help us to advance to the attainment of the purposes 

we all pursue with respect to these items. 

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Uruguay for his 

clarification. 
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Mr . PFEIFFER (Federal Republic of Germany): ~tr. Chairman, ln response 

to your explanation of the situation, I should like on behalf of the nine countries 

of the European Communit i es to join the previous speaker in supporting most 

strongly the wish t o postpone the decision on draft resolution A/C.l/33/L.l. 

This would be in accordance with the understanding reached at the 3rd meet ing of 

the First Committee, and confirmed at the 15th meeting, that we should - and 

may I quote you, Mr. Chairman - "take up all the draft resolutions at the end of 

our work for this session". (A/C.l/33/PV . l5, p. 89) 

We see no particular urgency to decide on that draft now. This Committee 

has just finished its deliberations on items 125 and 128. The bulk of the 

disar mament topics have not yet been examined, nor have the draft resolutions 

been adequately discussed. The latter point applies also to the draft resolutions 

under the two items I have just mentioned. 

A general exchange of views has taken place on these points, but there have 

been no specific discussions or consultations on texts of draft resolutions. We 

should prefer to examine the drafts, including draft resolution A/C.l/33/L.l, 

more closely, to discuss them further and also to get on with the work of the 

Committee on several other is sues before starting to vote on draft resolutions. 

We hope that the members of t he Committee see, as we do, merit in proceeding 

in such a manner, and will agress to postpone the voting to a later stage. 

Mr. CAMPS (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): I regret that I 

find it necessary to speak again, but I fear I was not sufficiently clear. 

At no time did I refer to postponing a vote. Throughout my statement I thought 

I had been quite clear on that point. 
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I think we have a choice between two courses. Eithe r we continue t o follow 

the decision we have already taken in the Committee, or we apply the r elevant 

rules of procedure - and the Secretariat will be able to give us information so 

that we may proceed in accordance with those rules - and then amend our prior 

decis ion and vote on a different method of work, namely, that we vote on the 

draft resolutions now, which might be very good. However, if we are to apply the 

rules of procedure, those are the only two courses open to us. Ther e might 

be a third choice, on which the Secretariat could give us clarification, in 

accordance with the rules of procedure, and that is to interpret what appears 

in the records of the 3rd and 15th meetings of the Committee. 

Mr. AL-ALI (Iraq): I am sorry that my delegation has to speak again 

but I wish to offer a few clarifications in view of the statements t hat have 

just been made. 

To start with, there is some confusion regarding a decision. My delegation 

does not recall that a decision has been taken concerning t he work procedure 

of the Committee . Actually at an earlier date my delegation pointed out that it 

would prefer an early vote on draft resolutions concerning item 125 . However , 

in deference to statements by a number of representatives that t hey would need 

more time to study the existing draft resolutions and to introduce others, we 

acquiesced in the wishes of a number of delegations and in particular, after 

consultations with the officers of the Committee, we stated tha t we would agr ee 

to defer voting until after the conclusion of item 128. In this matter certain 

views were expressed, as we are aware. The representative of Argentina expr essed 

a wish, and we very much respect his wish. The officers of t he Committee also 

expressed an opinion . Whether suitable or not, it was an opinion that was 

expressed. That did not mean that a decision was taken. 

Our position is very clear, and we expressed it 1n our earlier stat ement. 

It would be rather ironical for us to accept this as a decision when it was 

actually discussed merely as an exploration of opinion . We have now reached the 

point where we have to decide on t he position we are go ing to adopt. We are open 

to any suggestions, but if someone says that certain options are closed and that 

in this it is nec essary to abide by different rules of procedur e, that would be 
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limiting us and tying our hands behind our backs. Certainly there should be a 
fair discussion, In this sense, item 125 is to a great extent separate from the 
other items, and ample time has been provided for all delegations to study it and 
also to contribute whatever draft resolutions or other material they may have. 
Actually there are five now, and after all this time I think it v!ould be 
justifiable to have this particular draft resolution ended with. That would 
facilitate the work of this Committee. Especially for countries like mine that 
have small delegations that cannot be stretched over several committees, running 
from one room to another, it would be very helpful, and it would facilitate the 
work of the Committee , to finish with one item and then concentrate on another 
separate item, that is, "General and complete disarmament". That is the position 
of my delegation. It is actually the understanding of my delegation, and 
probably is shared by many other delegations. 

Mr. GLAIEL (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from French); 
Mr . Chairman, I thank you for your indulgence in listening to such lengthy 
statements when you are concerned about gaining time and using it so that our 
work proceeds as it should. 

My delegation did indeed understand that, at the last meeting last vreek, 
the proposal made by the representative of Pakistan had been adopted. The 
representative of Pakistan had made an excellent suggestion, which was to vote 
on the draft resolutions related to items already discussed. I understood that 
the Committee had accepted that motion. The representative of Iraq had asked 
that draft resolution A/C.l/33/L.l be voted on because it was related to the 
item under discussion, namely, item 125, which is a summary of the views 
expressed at the srecial session, where that rraft resolution had been submitt ed . 
I do not wish to take up too much of the Committee's time. I wish only to expre ss 
support for what the representative of Iraq has said, and to request that the draft 
resolution in question be voted on and that the rules relating to points of order 
be applied. 
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Mr . FISHER (United States of America ) : 'l'here is no reason to 

yt:ot...:: f rom the records of our rr.cetings that have already been qv.oted. 

Vie had an indication as to the way we intended to proceed at our third meeting 

on 6 October. Vle had an indicati on of the •ray we intended to p r oceed at our 

fifteenth meeting on 25 October, and we had anot her indication this past Friday. 

Although the verbatim r ecord is not yet available to me I have ln my notes 

a fairly clear recollection of what was said. And in every case we said that 

we were going t o vote, as a general rule , on all dra ft resolutions at the end 

of the session . 

Now I see no parti cular r eason for changing this. There has been no reason 

advanced. I know of no objective need for doing it , and we think that it is not 

appropriat e at this early stage of our work t o begin voting on intensely 

controversial proposals. There remaln several weeks for the Committee to 

consider questions that are more directly related to arms control and 

disarmament before us during this our thirty- third session of the General Assembly. 

These various issues have great importance for mankind. 

Each of us needs to exert his efforts to work for the best possible action 

on Ci s armament by this General Assembly. If vre begin by voting now when there 

is no reqcrirement to vote, the relations between delegations and their ability to 

consider proposals positively and in a forthcoming spirit will be compromise d. 

We support the position that the First Committee can best take up draft 

resolutions towards the end of the sess ion . ltle know there is a very widespread 

sentiment in this Committee against voting today. Let us preserve t he community 

of our delegations and not give way to action that will divide us. 

The CHAIRMAN : After listening carefully to the debate , I think that 

the re are still two diametrically opposed views at p resent. Those views can be 

democratically resolved only by the Committee itself , and therefore, unless one 

or the othe r side 11i shes to concede the point, I shall have to put the point to 

a vote. 

This will be a procedur al vote as to whether at t his time the Committee should 

ac ce de to the I raqi rer res entative ' s request to vote on draft res olution A/C. l/33/L.l. 

'I'he form in which I shall put this question to the vote, since as it h as been 

re ferred to by a number of speakers and as is very clear from the verbatim records, 

is whether or not the Committee vrishes to follow the earlier understanding and 
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the ruling of the Chair that votes on draft resolutions should be taken at the 
end of the work of this Committee. 

I think that the procedural point lS that the Committee is already in the 

process of voting , and therefore I should allow only speakers on a point of orde r 
having to do with the conduct of the voting. Nevertheless , I call on the 
representative of Iraq. 

Mr. AL- ALI (Iraq): I should just like to inquire a3 to the 

rule of pr ocedure under which you , ~~ . Chairman , will conduct t hi s vote . 

The CHAIRMAN : May I ask the point of that questi on? 

Mr. AL-ALI (Iraq): Yes, it is because it i s our understanding that 

there ¥ras no earlier decision taken as to our programme of work, and now we hear 
that a decision had previously been taken, and this i s something nevr to us . 

To our understanding there was no previous decision concerning this issue , and 

we are proceeding to the vote on the understanding that this is an issue to be 

raised and decided accordingly, not on the bas is that there had been a p r evious 
decision taken on this point. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am so rry t o be in disagreement with the representative 
of Iraq, but if he should refer to the verbatim record of 25 October it i s clearly 

stated t here t hat draft resolutions should be vot ed on at the end, and t he Ccmmittee 
agreed to that suggestion. I think that I have also repeated thi s today a number 
of times as have a number of representatives . 

We shall now proceed to a procedural vote, not a substantive one, as to 

whether the Committee shall accede to the r eques t of the r epresentative of Iraq 
that draft resolution A/ C.l/ 33/L.l be voted on this afternoon. The proposal 

shall be phrased as to whether the Commit tee wishes to adhere to its earlier 

decision that all draft resolutions be voted upon at the end of the Comwit~ee ' s work. 

The proposal was adopted by 59 votes in favour, 28 agai nst , and 13 abstentions . 
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The CHAIRMAN: Therefore, the Committee has reaffirmed its decision 

that it will only vote on draft resolutions at the end of its work. I shall 

now call on those representatives who wish to explain their votes. 

Mr. ADENIJI (Ni geri a ) : My delegation abstained on this particular 

vote which you put to us because we thought that there was no need for the 

Committee to have proceeded to take a vote on this question. 

Our understanding of the interventions of the representative of Irag_ was 

to the effect that, if suggestions were made to that delegation as to the way 

and manner in which we should proceed, the delegation was open to such suggestions. 

In fact, at one stage we did hear the representative of Iraq say that he was 

go ing to t r y to simpl i fy the work of the Committee and your task as Chairman . 

It seems to us that if thi s Committee had explored a littler further the 

possibilit ies whi ch were open to us, the Committee would not have had to go 

to a vote and, therefore, the atmosphere which we have been trying to preserve 

would have been preserved. 

In any cas e, the vot e which we have taken still leaves a lot of questions 

unanswered because everyone who has referred to the decision continued to say 

that we would take a vote on all the draft resolutions at the end of our work . 

vlhen is the end of the work of t he Committee? Is it at the beginning of December 

or is it on 8 December? I think that all the items which were assigned to the 

First Committee would be considered as items pertaining to the work of the 

Committee. So my delegation was really not clear, if we had voted on the 

question you put to us, what date we would have been voting for. 

Mr. RIOS (Panama ) (interpretation from Spanish) : My delegation agreed 

that we maintain the decision which was adopted previously precisely so as to 

avoid any problems or any confusion in the work of the Committee. Since a 

dec ision had already been taken, which appears in the verbatim record, that we 

would take up all the draft resolutions at the end of our work for this session, 

my delegat i on at no time considered that it would be appropriate to amend that 

decision. Accordingly, my delegation voted in favour of the reaffirmation of 

the previous decis i on . Otherwise , we would have set a precedent here which 

would have g iven rise to difficult situations in the f uture . 
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Mr. AL- ALI (Iraq) : I very much appreciate what the representative 

of Nigeria has said. 

We were rather confused on the ruling of the Chair. Was a decision 

previously taken on this or not? We were inquiring. We asked for the floor; 

our request for the floor was simply ignored. We were not asking for a vote 

on this matter. But if that was the wish of the Chair, very well . At least 

now we know where the Chair stands. 

The second point here in this consideration regarding the end of the 

work of the Committee, we put the question to the Chair and to the whole 

Committee to be more definite as to when that would be. And as we have 

decided on the organization of our work, it would facilitat e things for the 

Chair and for the Committee if a decision was made as to the appropriate 

date for having this resolution put t o the vote. 

As I said earlier, we are open to suggestions. We would like to co-operate 

with the Committee, and we are not in a hurry to have anything decided nuvr . 

But we are against ways and means of diverting the attention of this Corr@ittee 

from facing the main issues of the discussion . This, actually, is our position . 

The CHAIRMAN: May I simply say that the Chair feels no call to defend 

itself against any member of this Committee. 

Secondly, I would draw the attention of the represent ative of Iraq t o the 

fact that twice before the vote I said that there are two points of vie1.;r 

diametrically opposed to each other. I continued to say that unless one of 

them yielded, I had no alternative but to put it to the vote. Those were my 

words, which no doubt the Iraqi representative will find in the verbatim 

record vrhen it comes out. 

Therefore, I cannot accept any accusation that people who did not need a 

vote and did not want a vote were not given the opportunity of saying so. 
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Mr. GLAIEL (Syrian Arab Republic): My delegation voted in favour of the 

Committee eaving to take a vote on the substance of the draft resolut i on in 

doc.ument A/C.l/33/L.l in the belief that it was very important . Nevertheless, 

the Cornmittee having voted against t te request of the representative of 

Iraq 1.,rh ich I seconded, my delegat ion accepts the Committee's decision, but 

does not think that the substance of the draft resolution was affected by 

that decis ion. I tal~:.e not e of the Chairman's st atement that the vote was 

concerned only "\<!i th procedure . 

Mr. MADADHA (Jordan)(interpretation from Arabic): We would have 

liked things to proceed in an amiable way. I understood that the Iraqi 

representative did not insist on a vote but only expressed his opinion. 

In any case, we hope that the Chairman will now te-l± us·· when the vote will 

be taken on the draft resolutions on agenda item 125. If I understood 

correctly, the Chairman said at a previous meeting that the deadline f or 

submitting draft resolutions on agenda item 125 was tomorrow. 

The CHAIRMAN: In r eply to the first question of the representative 

of Jordan about when the vot e will be taken, I believe I said on Friday that 

the week of 27 November - 1 December would be reserved exclusively for voting 

on draft resolutions and, therefore, that the debate on agenda items 35-49 

would take only three weeks, from 6-24 November; that was also the reason 

why it was decided that the list of speakers would be closed tomorrow at 

5 p.m. 

'l'he representative of Jordan also asked about the deadline for submitting 

draft resolutions on agenda item 125. We had originally fixed a tentative 

deadline of Friday, 10 November; but since, as I said last Friday, I understood 

there were draft resolutions still in the offing, that deadline was extended 

to vJednesday, 15 November. It will be further extended, if need be, but 

reluctantly. 
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Mr. ORTIZ de ROZAS (Argentina)(interpretat i on from Spanish): Hr . Chairman " 

we have just listened to your statement that we shall vote on draft resolutions 

during the week of 27 November-1 December. I would venture to suggest 

that we should s et t he deadline of 1 Dec ember for conclusion of the 

voting on the draft resolutions, but that we should show· somewhat more 

flexibility as to the beginning. 

It may happen that, dur ing the course of the debate, we might find 

ourselves in the situation that you have just described, namely 5 that ther e 

may not be too many speakers on q_uestions under discussion at the time ; 

however, we knovr that there a r e numerous dra ft r e solutions t o ce 

voted on and so on. I believe four days would not be enough to put to a 

vote drafts on which there would first be introduction by one or more delegations, 

comments 5 debates, the actual voting procedure and then explanations of vote 

before and after the vote. 

In vievr of the number of draft resolutions vre already have - and, a s far 

as I knovr, others are in the process of being submitted - I think that four 

days, from 27 November to 1 December, might turn out not to be enough. 

Accordingly, I suggest that vre take 1 December as a k ind of deadline for 

the end of the vote but that we leave it to your discret ion to be flexible 

about the dat e on vrh ich we start votin~ . 

The CHAIRMAN: I am most grateful to the representative of Argentina, 

whose suggestions I have always found to be such that I should have thought of 

them myself. We shall certainly do what he has suggested . 

He also brought to my mind another suggestion made on Friday - if I 

remember correctly - by the representative of Pakistan 5 namely, that when 

there is a lull in our meetings we can at least introduce dr aft 

r esolutions. Of course there are now q_uite a number of draft resolutions 

already in circulation which have not been officially introduced . I 

vrould be most grateful if delegations could see their vray to introduce them 

as q_uickly as possible, starting t omorrow afternoon of course . 
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Mr. PEREZ HERNANDEZ (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): First, 

if my memory serves me well, I believe the representative of Nigeria 

suggested that the list of speakers not be closed tomorrmr but on lfednesday 

afternoon , 

The second point is actually a question which I should like to address 

to the Chairman. In view of the large number of items, although the 

majority of them are related, will e ach delegat ion have the right to 

speak on:!_y once on all the items taken together or will delegations be able 

to put their names on the list several times so as to be able to deal with 

separate items and di scus s them in the -vray they think best't I should be 

grat eful if the Chairman -vrould shed so:te licr,ht on that. 
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The CHAIRl1AN: To rep l y first to the second question of the representative 

of Cuba , it has been t he t r adition of t his Committ ee that when s ever al 

disarmament items a re vri thin one b lock and cove red by one debate 9 those 

del egati ons uhich so I·Ti sh may intervene more t han once . 

In reply to the fi r st questi on , namely t hat r e f erring to the closing of the 

list of speaker s , the memor y of the r epr e s ent ative of Cuba is entirely c orrec t 

exc ept for the fact t hat s inc e t he original pr oposal wa s made by t he r epresentative 

of Ni geria 9 the Chair made an a rrangement with h i m which -vmuld a llow the Chair to 

close t he list of spealcers tomorrou after noon. I hope t hat t his will not 

cause too much i n conveni ence to deleg at i ons. 

I note that this has b een a r ather ani mated afternoon b ut perhap s 

tomorrorr everyone l·lill take a calmer attit ude. As ther e are no further 

speakers this afternoon and as -vre have no speakers fo r tomorrmr morning and only 

one for tomorrm.,r afternoon , the meeting -vrill adjo urn until 3 p .m. t omorrow. 

The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m. 




