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I. INTROIUCTlON

1. The item entitl-ed "Co-operation and assistance in the app.Iication and"
improvement of mass cornmunications for social progress and development" was included
in the dlaft agenda of the thirty-fiast session on the basis of a request contained
in a fetter dated 19 August 1976 from the representatives of fndonesia, l'ialaysia,
the Philippines u Singapore and Thailand to the United llations addressed to the
Secretary-ceneral (4/31/193 ).

2. At its 4th plenary rneeting, on 2l+ September 1976" the ceneral Assenbly, on the
reconn endation of the Oeneral Comruittee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and. to allocate it to the Third. Conmittee.

3. The Corunittee considered this iten at its 77th meeting, on 10 December. The
views expressed by the representatives of l,,tenber States and of the specialized
agencies are contained in the surnrnary record of that meetins (A/e.3/3f /SR.'l'l),

]I. CONS]DEFATIOI{ OF DRAI'T RESOLUTION A/C.3/3A/L.\6/Rev.I

4' At the TTth meeting, on 10 Decenber, the representative of fndonesia introduced
a draft resolution entitled "Co-operation and assistance in the application and
improvement of mass conmunieations for social progress and development"
(A/C.3/3I/L.\6) sponsored by Ind.onesia" t.{alaysia, the Philippines, Sinsapore anrl
Thailand.

5. After an exchange of views, during
Nigeria, and Jarnaica brought foaward a
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vhjch the representatives of ilorocco'
nunber of suggestions for changes in the
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text, the representative of Indonesia, on behaff
reso-Lution, includi ng its title.

of the sponsors, revised the draf'b

b. At the sane meeting, the Connnittee adopted. the revised draf't resolution
(A/c.3l3I/L.\6/Rev. r ) r^,1thout a vote (see para, ? betow).

II], RNCOI,,I}{ENDATION OT' THE TfiIFD COMMITTEX

T, The Third. Comnittee reccrulends ',o the Genera-I Assen,bly the adoption of the
follor,rinA draft resolution:

C i-o_!_.rg!l o11, qr,cl _?x s_i_!_!e!-r 9_ in _ttr",-ep I i,S_4j-9-4j!4
.'1. 

rnprg,vqEgnt of mass con4unica.tions for social progress
and 'levelopment

The General Assembfy,

Recallins its resol,ution 1??8 (XVII) of J December !962 and convinced. that the
establishrnent and/or the developnent of national information and. mass comrnunications
systems '.d11 play an important role in thc pronotion of opportunities for the peoples
of Lhe developing nations to particjpate fui-Iy in national develotrmcnt and in the
pronotjon of international co-operation -including the efforts to achieve the goals
of the InteTnational Developnerrt Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade s.nd the establishment of the nev internationa.l- economic order,

Further reca]-lins its resolution 3148 (rXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and
convinced that the establishment and/or the improvement of national- information
and nass communications systems will- greatly help preserve and enbance the cultural-
values of a countTy and wil]. be one of the most efficient methods for transmitting
scientific and technological knoirledge and the cultural- values of a country,

Desirous that the benefits of co-operation and assistance in the application
and the establishment and/or improvement of na.tional information and nass
communications syster,s for social progress and development be considered with a
vie\.J to disseninating those benefits to aLI countries t-egardless of their stages of
economic a-l]d social development.

Acknowled.einA the important contributions made aJrd the significant roles being
!'l-ayed by the specialized agencies, by intergovernrnental organizations, regional
economic a,nd social ccnmissionso non-governirrent a1 organizations, and regional
communication nedia training and research institutions in assisting developing
countries in the field of mass cormrunications.

Notinp vith appreciation the relevant decisions taken by the Genera]"
of the United ltrations Educationa"l, Scientific and Cultural Organization at
nineteenth session in the field of mass cornnunic at ions ,

Conference
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Convinced that consideration of ways and means of achieving the application
and irnprovernent of national- information and nass conmunication systems for social
progress and. development will pave the way for improved international co-operation
in the fietd of mass eonmunications.

l-, Invites the Governnents of the developing countries to give due regard
to the establishnent ald/or the strengthening of their national mass cornrnunication
systems vithin the framework of their over-al-l development plans I

2. Requests the United Nations Educati.oneJ, Scientific and Cul-tural
organization to continue and intensify its progranme for the d.evelopment of mass
conr:mrnication systenns, especially for the benefit of d.eveLoping countries;

3, Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Ed.ucational,
Scientific ard Cultural Organization, in co-operation lrith the United Nations, the
speci-alized agencies concerned. and other interested organizations, to reporb to the
General- Assenbly at its thirty-third session on progress achieved in the
devefopment of mass comrnunication systens, which report will be used as a basis
for d.iscussion at that session of the Assenbly;

!. Decides to include in the provisional agend.a of its thirty-third
session the itern entitled "Co-operation and assistance in the application and
improvement of mass conmunlcations for social progress and development " and. to
consider it at that session as a matter of priority.




