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1 INTRODUCTIOi{

1. 0n 9 December l'975, tne Generai Assembly adopted resolution :l+ l+a (xXx) inparagraph lr of vhich it urged the specialized "g.nci.s and other organizations of theunited Fations systen to provide continuing sunf,ort to the p-ranoLion of ec.nomicco-operation among developins countries, in accordance with paragraph J+ of Assembfyresolutian,317? (XxvIIT) of 17 December 1923 and with its ovn provisions. fnparagraph 6 of resolution 3\\2 (xxx)" tne Assenbl-y requested the Secretary--ceneral toensure the efficient co-ordination of activities r.rithin the united Nations system
designed to pronote economic co-operation arnong developing co,ntries by, inter alia:

- (a) fncludin€! in the medium-term plan and programme budget ol the UnitedNations an intersectoraf presentation of the totalrty of actions and activitiesplanned and prograrnrned for inplementing the rerevant resolutions r:ertaining toeconomic cc-.operation anong developing countries ;

(b) Taking the necessary steps, in co.-ope"ation with the organizaticns of theUnited Nations system, to provide the same t<ina of intersectoret nresenfation on asystem-\^'ide bas is .

fn paragraph 8 of resolution 3)+l+z (XXX), tl. Assenbly requested the Secretary_ceneralto reporL to it at its thirty--first session on the i-nplemen'.ation of the prav.isionsof the resolution.

2',. The intersectora-L presentation of Lhe nedium-tern plan activities of the Unjtedt\arlons r elatlng to economic co--operation amon,o developing countries, as reouested bythe General Assembly in paragraph 5 (a) of resolution ft*tri (XXX), was submitted tothe cornmittee for Prograrnme and co-ordination (cpc) at its sixteenth session, TheAssenbl]. nill have before it that docunrent. 1/

3. steps have also been taken to provide the same kind of intersectoralpresentation.on a system-wide basis, as requested by the General Assenrbly inparagraph 6 (b) ot Tesolution :t+4e (xxx). The contributions of the o'ganizationsconcerned have been received by the Se cret ary-GeneraJ- , and agreement has been reachedat the interagency 1eve1 on the functional hladings to be utilized3 in the Iight,intgr alia, of the deliberations of cPC on the United llations presentation referredto in the preceding paragraph. The docu,nent is currently under preparation. It ,,ril_.]-be revie\^'ed by cPC at its seventeenth session and'i11 then be submitted to the
9:i:1lt Assenbly, through the Econornic and Sociat Council , at its thirty-secondsess10n.

4. . Tl: present report provides relevant information concerning the currentactivities being caried out by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of theUnited Nations Seeretariat and the regional corrnissions to promote rd supporreconomic co-operation among developing countries. such information is arso madeavailable for a nr.rmber of organizations of the United Nations system. rnformaticn onactivities undertaken by other organizations of the united rirations system vi1l beprovided in an addendrnn to the present report.

". --,*/ l:".. ,.slrwlerng_$-J9{A lA/ir/6/ 
^c,d, 

"r and cor-r J-t);art tnree.
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II. ACTIVITTES IINDINTAKXI;! BY THI UI\IITXD IIATIOI'TS

A' Department of lconqmic and Social lflairs

5. The activities of the Department of Econonic and Social Affairs to assist
developing countries in their efforts tovards economic co-operation fa1l into
the fol l cwi-rg categories

(") Actions tending to facilitate anC increase the exchange of information,
experi--ce ard erpertise. Tiris is rhe firsl cegree of economic co-operation and 'undoubtedly, a field vh.ere the Departr-ent can play ar inrportant role and has
already initiated a certain nr.nnber of actions:

(i) In the area of natural- resources, energy, ocean econotnies and
teqhniques (exploration, development and use of energy, mineral and
Lrater resources ) ,

(ii) fn the field of hrnnan settlelnents " in connexion vith Habitat: United
liiations Conference on lluman Settfements, by ernphasizing the exchange
of construction methods ancl buildinq materials'

(iii) In the field of science and technology in general by fostering the
exchange of knowledge, research and experience between institutions
at the national level in areas such as, 1"t.._"]i., appropriate
technologies, non-conventional so'.rrces of energy ancl computer science'

(iv) In areas where the exchange of information helps improving the
formulation of planning and develo1lment policies ' not only through
ilirect assistance but also through making available nore complete data
in general, as well as in specific fields such as population. In this
ccntext, the Department has prolosed the establishment of an inforrnation
service unit vhich vould maire it possible to co11ect, analyse and
disseminate the nateria"ls available in expert studies and reports,
presently inaccessible to liember countries, as lrel1 as tc most of the
experts, This initiative r,ri1l contribute to avoiding costly daplications,
and it wj.ll- provide a useful basis for intensified co-operation anong
oevelopin5 cormtries. 1he \nor'I1?dge and experience it will prrt at the
disposal of Member States is often nost relevant for the solution of
developnental problems in other countries living under sinilar conclitions.
Accordingfy, this initiative, in co-.operation r"rith the regional
conmissions, vitl support the promotion of bcth economic and technical
co -operation amon65 develonir,g countries through Joint lrogranmes and
proj ects ;

(b) Actions airoed at defining lhe t'ielos where effective co-or:eration anong
developi'r5 countries is possible. A variety of activities presently undertaken
in the Denartment falIs .into this category, uhich refers to a higher degree of
co- oreration :
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(i) In the area of finance, l,rhere the main objective is ta explore andidentify oppoxtunities foa institutional co-operation arnong develoningcountries,

(ii) In natural resources, by exarnining the possibilities of co-operation inthe production and utilization of ener€iy, nineral and water i.",r*."u".
(iii) fn coastal area develolnent, by assuming joint leadership with theUnited llations Environr4ent proiramrne (u:irr) l" tne elabo'ratior,, ,.,r, *ointeragency basis ) of integrated deveropment schemes in severa.l areasof the world r

(") Actions with a view to facilitating and supporting effective co_operationanong developing countries. In this sphere, the ,epartment has been and sti1I isactive in a nr.ulber of fields:
(i) fn development planning, by assisting in the formulati.on andimplenentation of develoDment nlans ind particularly of scheues foreconomic integration at iubregional and regional levels, such as inthe franevork of the Association of South_East Asian Nations (ASEAU)

and Aldean groups of countries l

(ii) rn natural resources, the Derartment is increasingly nroviding asslstancein the promotion of co_ordinated exploitation of ,""oo"""", :"i"tprcduction of hydrauiic energy and integrated development schemes forinternational coastal areas, 
-irhich 

also include the Llcloitation ofmarine mineral resources i

(iii) rn financiar matters, by elaborating guidelines for the hamonization offiscaf lolicies, by helping to mat<e appropriate arrangernents withrespect to internatio.al nayraents, or by proviCing u.""i"t.o". for theestablishrnent or the reinforcement of capital markets:
(iv) rn public administration, by assisting the regional research and trainingcentres fcr development ad.'nini stratior. -

6. fn addition to the various activities related to lolicy foruulation andresearch ' the lepartroent of Economr'-c and Social Affairs has been and vilL continueto be involved in a wide range of operational activ-jties aimed at en1argfng andstrengthening co-operation among developing countries " l.fajor er.amples Jfac.tivities of this tyle are the continu-ing ir:stitutional support tl the secretariatof' the senegal River Basin organization aia the regional iniiitutes in Asia andthe Pacific region, Africa, Latin .America and Uest Asia.

7' The united. I\lations Developrnent Advisory Teams (trrIDAT), vhich vere establishedunder Economic and Social Council resolutio"n 1552 (XLIX) oi 3o ,r..,ry 19To as nobileinterdi s ciplinary teams assigned to groups of aeveloping countries, heve hefpedto lo:ler economic co-operation betwJen ihe countries they serve and have alsocontributed to the elaboration of rnul-tinational ]rroiects,
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8. At present, the most important of the United lrlations operational activities
in relation to economic co-operation among developing countries is the assistance
provided to the Government of Guyana rurder the Action Programme for Eccnonic
"Co-operation 

anong Non-Aligned and other Developing Countries ' This pJ?grarure '
adopied in August l'972 by ihe Confer.n"e of Foreign l'4inisters of ltron-Atignecl

Countries, held at Georgltor^m, covers four fielcs: industry, t:ansport ' trad-e '
and a special subiect, producers ? associations"

9, With regard to activities the Department of Economic and Social Affairs could

pursue in the future on the subject, some initiatives are being taken in order
to respond ful1y to the expectations of the developing countries '- One of these

initiatives is the decision to establish an intradepartmental task force devoted

to the preparation of an integrated vork progralnlre for the Department as a whole'
wittr reipect to economic co"'oteration a.rnong develcrping countries ' lhis.
intradepartmental pro65ramrne t'i1l tuk. into consideration the lrark already
undertaken and planned at the level of the regional cormnission ' fhe Delartment
and the regional conrnissions are convince<l of the need to go even further and

to arrive at a joint planning of activities related to this area as early as

possib]-e.

10. Another initiative recently taken by the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs is a more integrated approach in its research on medium- and long-term
projections. This activity will be in line with tir e basic principles.of a nerr

international economic order as well as the specific long-term objectives decided

upon by intergovernmental bodies that deal inrith sectoral problems ' and.by some

recent United I'lations world. conferences ' It is expected that this activity will
not only complement the Lro1'k related to the InteTnational levelol]nent strategy
for the current and future united Nations d.evelopment decades, but will also
provide the regioneJ and sectoral structures vith a generat frame\'Iork vhich vil]
nelp them to elaborate in further detail the r:olicies a-nd actions that are

reqiri.red to achieve, in a coherent manner ' mcre rapid development ' fhis i'-
particularly true in the context of develcpment at subregional and regional levets
vhich constitutes a conditio sine qua non for nore effectiYe econonic co-operation'

B. Fecional coruni ss ions

11. Because of their close contacts vith the nenber Governments and their
experience in the fornulation and implenentation of lroiects at the subregional
and regional levele the regional "ornmission" 

are in a particularly favourable
position to contribute effectively to the promotion of econornic co-operation
a.mong developi-ng countries. The substance of theil more iruportant legislative
enactrnents is ttre intensification of economic co-operation smong deve-Lopin€5

countries to secure se1f"'refiant development by undertaking studies and research'
by providiag technical assistance, a fonln for negotiations and discussions and

a- clearing house of information, and by discharging their operational
responsibiliti es for proiect formulation and implementation '

12. The Econonic and Social Council , in resolution 2643 (r'Xf ) of 5 August 19T6 on
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the strengthening of the regional cornmissions for regional and interregionalco-operation, recognized" r,rithout prejudice to the special needs and conditionsof each region, that tite regional connissions, vith iheir experience in promoting
regional and subregional co.-operationx r"rere the appropriate institutions vithinthe united l'lations to act as centres for the formulaticn, co-ordination and
impler::entation of programrres for the pronotion of interregicnal co-.operation,
esnecialLy vibh resoecL to the prc lrcrnrre ot'econoric co'oorraLio:r arong dcve]opirg
countries in their respective regions.

13. Several activities of the regional cornrnissions to promote economic
co-"operation among developing countries are being i.rnplemented jointly with
I{eadquarters " other Lnited I'iations orcanizations and the specialized aAencies,

f, Econondc Conmission for Europe

1\. The Economic commissiorr for Europe (lcE) aitlers Irom the uther regionaJ
conrmissions in some respects which are Televant to the lresent report. In thefirst place, it comprises a larger n.mber of developed countries anong its
mernbership' but it nust be stressed that several llcE membev countries are
developing frori the econr:nic point of vier,r. Indeed, tite problems specific to
these ccuffiries have been the subject of a mimber of resolutions and decisions
adopted by the cornrnission in recent years and severar projects in the ECE prcgrarnne
of wcrk reflect the increasing attention being devcteLi- to these matters. In the
second p1ace, by virtue of the heterogeneity of its conposition" ECE has acquired
considerabl-e experience in planning and carrying out practical schenes of
co-operation between cou:rtries at different levels of econonic development anal
havi.ng differing economic and social systens. Fina11y, the ralid econornic and
technological developnent of utost ECil coutries during the _tC l,rears of its
etristence has been accompanied and, to some extent, has been Drc!:oted _ by theextensive use of EcE and its nunerous technical bodies for the exchange anddiffusion of economic and technclogica-l infonnation and exlertise,
L5. Tire accumulated experience of ECX in lromoting econoraic and technicafco-operalion vichin its region couLd - e*o iL ray be arFuec, should - be drawn on,as appropriate ? when analogous projects of co-operation are undertaken in the otherregions. .Already. there has been a marl-ed increase in recent years in tneparticipation of experts fr<]n other regions, often j,rith the sponsorship of theother 'egional commissions, in xcn technicaf meetings. lreasures have l.rso beentaken at the intersecretaliat level to ensure nuch mcre widespread disseninationof ECx technicat docrmentation to nember sountries of the other regions. rt isto be expected that further acti.on in this direction will be taken as -Jart 01'the regional cornmissions' joint contribrltion to carrying out the progratnfle ofaction for econor4ic co'.operation arnong Ceveloping countries.

L6. The followin€! exampfes illustrate some cf the achj.evements of ECII inpromoting econornic co-oneration. rn the sphere of tTacle, besides draftirgarbitration rules accepted by over 20 counlries of the region" ECn has done muchto foster agreed means of simnrifying and harrnonizing Iega1 ancl administrative
aspects of intevnational trade by preparing standard conaritio.ns and contrac c,s
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ol saLe ri andardized fo.-s ^f t re.le ^r, ll 
",'- -,,*, k,.vF for trrdc docu,nents

and invoices); guidelines for drar.ring ap contracts lor the tTansfer of know-hor,,,
for tuln-hey l]lants and for industrial co-operation. and has dra\,/n up an
inventory of adminisiratj.ve restrictions to trade as a. tool for progressively
reducing or removing the trade obstacles identified therein. In earlier years
(f9\7 796)) " the secretariat operated a voluntary rnultilateral conpensation system
to ease international payment p"oblems arising because of lack of trans f-^r ability
of the curyencies of member countries. IICE has also actively planned and sponsored
transpcrt interconnexions , for exam]:le, the Trans-European north-south motorway
lir-t<ing the Faltjc, l'editerranean, ArJriarr'c and 3tacLr Sea coasLS. or L:le study of
a central Xuropean river fink betveen the lanube ard the Oder, and its lossible
extensior to the Elbe river. Similar11., the Bafhan countries, most of vhich are
Llevc-Lopinq counlries from the econoric pcinr o^ vjer,'_ are co-ordinalin," rheir
efforts thTcrrgh nCE to link 'ar: their eleetric pol,/et. systems. So far as these
ICX countries are concerned, studies and other activities have b€en undertaken
I.Iith a" viev Lo idenrifyir g and overcor ir.q prcblems of trade, traCe Diot-'-otion.
investnent, tercporary migration and industrial co operation lihich are specific
to them.

2. Economic and Social Cornmission for Asia and the ?acific

17. The intensification of econt-rnie co.operation arnong developing countries has
been a primary preoccupation of the nconomic and Social Cornmission for Asia and
the Pacjfic (ISCAP) over the years in r^estor.se Lu a ser-jtrs of legislativc
enactments. i'jore recently, ESCAP, in its resolutions lLO (XXl{) of 5 April 1971+
and 1!l+ IIXXI) of 6 i,iarch 1975 containirg tlie Colonl:o Declara.tion and the iler.r Delhi
Declara Lion :especl i vely, has urged Lhe irrcr_si fi cation of regi ona l co-oDeration
in r,:re j.dencified oriority areas of food ord agriculrure_ energyr ra\{ materiafs,
technology, externaf financial resources and integrated rural development to
promote increasing self-reliance thruugh gro\,'th -,iith social justice, Tt has
olso urced Uhe rnaximrnn utiflzar:ion of reqional skills. capa.biliLies and expertise
in the activities of the Cornnis sion.

to.
on

for

In addition to several activities of ISCIf to promcte subregional co-operation
a secLc.ral ar-d corunodity basis, s-rp1-rt ic also being given b), the ConLnissio^
insti tutionali zed integration and economic ccr--operation schemes, such as,
examrlle n those of ASXAI'I. A nr:,'nber of activities are being undertaten for
develolnent of the South Pacific subregior"

19. Several institurionalized schemes to !1'o-ote subl-eqional and regiunal
co operalior have been, and cont-inue r,o be. vilorousLy inDler0ented. Illlrstrat ivel y ,
these includer llor exarr.ple " in Lhe priority field of fr,od and agriculture, the
operations of the Asian lice Trade Funo, the Asian Agricultural Fequisites Scheroe,
and the regional netr,rork for agricultural ma.chinery. I-ikewise, in other fields,
such schenes include .he establishnent of the Asian Cr:conut Comnunity ancl the Asian
Pepper Ccrumnity, as lrel.l as, i_::!CC_g1fg, the Fegional Centre for Technolcgl'
lTansfer, the Asian lrade nxpansion Program:e, the Asian Clearing Union, the ESCAP
Trade Promotiorl Centre, the multinational expert trade insurance schene, the
Fegional l4ineral Rescurces levelcrnen-i Centre. the South--East Asia Fesearch and
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Development Centre, the Asia and the pacific Centre for omen and Developnent,
the Asian Telecommuni cations lf--twork anC the pooling of shipping resources"

20- The regional training and research institutions including the Asian Development
Tnstitute, Asian Statistical Tnstitute, Asian Centre for Deve]cpment Adrlinistration
and Lhe Asjan Cencre for lr'aining and Pesearch in Social l,lelfare and Developrnenl 

"in addition to their activities, also focus attention on the promotion of subregional
and regional co-operation "

21" Further, large-sca1e schemes such as, for example, the Mekong project,
off-shore prospecting of mineral resources in East Asia and the South pacific.
the Panel on Tropical Cyclones, the Asian Highway and the Trans-Asian Railway
Network have also contributed in a large neasure to the intensification of
economic co-operation arncng develcping countries.

22. rn aoditiorL Lo these institutional ized DroJects . economic co-operation anong
developing countries is being promoted in al-l the other activities of the
Comnission, particularly in the priority areas. Fecently" initiatives have been
taken to fornulate an integrated prograrune for rural developrnent in close
consultaticn vrith Lhe agencies. lhis proorarnme is largely based upon economic
co -operation among developing countries "

23" A nev though interdependent dimension to economic co-operation among the
developing countries oF the region has recenlly been adr1ed throu€lh the exercise
on technical co-operation among developin.q countries " undertaken in pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 3251 (xxlx) of )l Decenber 1flL. The conclusions
and reconmendations of the Ul[Dp/ESCAp Regional l,teeting on fechnical Co-operation
among Developing Countries, held fron 25 February to 2luarch 1pJ6, were endorsed
and further elaborated upon by the Comnission in resolution 162 (XXXII) adopted
at its session Lhis vear"

3, nconomic Commission for Latin America

d+. The activities of the Economic
promofion of economic co operat.i on
cover a variety of fields.

25. Tn econcmic and social development planning, ECIA has co-operated in the
preparation of globa1 development plans anrl strategi.es in the majority of theLatin American coLntries vhich have helped Governments jn the design and
inpJ,ernentation of economic and social policies. Over the years, nore than
6 oo0 governrnent technicians have beer trained ir .,r,rhet sa,-+.rar pi4 -e-ionat
p'lanning,

26. Tn the area of economic co-operation and integration, ECLA participated
actively in the creation of the Latin American Free Trade Association and the
Central American Connon l{aJket, and is co-operating in the implenentation of
the airris and objectives of the Andean Grour and the Caribtean Ccunon l,rarket.
l{ore recentlyJ E0LA created a caribbean Developrnent and co-operation cornmittee

Conmission for Latin America (ECLA) in the
with and among developing counr,ries in the region
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to promote, inter alia, co operation and developnent ajaong the mernber countries of
the area" XCLA is also undertaking the revi er.r and appraisal of the process of
Tegional and subregional economic integration with the aim of giving nev life
to this process.

27, The Coumission has carried out case studies aimed at strengthening the
bargaining position cf host Governments vis-i,-vis transnational corporations
in the expart of prirnary comroodities, notably bauxiLe, bananas a.nd tin.

28" ECLATs Latin A"nerican Centre for llconomic and Social Docrrmentation is carrying
out a survey to s tudy the economic and social inforrnation infrastructure in the
Latin Anerican and Caribbean cor.:ntries r"rhi ch wil-l matie it possible to analyse
the different national situaticns in relation to informaticn and thus to formulate
policies based on these findings. 0n the basis of the survey, it wi1J. be possible
to create contacts among the differerrt infornation units in the region (ttrat is"
aL the governnental acarlernic centres anC- privale enterprise .Leve.Ls) and therefore
produce a rnore effieient exchange amonA thenlselves.

29. XCLA has lleen active in various sectoral areas, as follovs:

(a) fnternational trade. Iilegotiations betl,reen .the Latin Anerican countries
regarding rTu1tilalera.l trade are eurrently beinc conducLed under the auspices
of the Cener"al Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade (Clff). ECLA js a1 so studying
the inplications for Latin America of the present state of the International
MonetaJy and Financia-I System, The purpose cf rhis study is to permit the countries
of the region to adopt appropriate neasures for adequate protection fron external
factors. In general,, the work of ECLA in the field of international and economic
relations is nainly focused on problems dealing with the progranne of action for
the establishment of a new international economic order and on assisting in
earrying out decisions ta,l.,en at the fourth session of the United Nations Conference
on Trade ar]d Development (UITCTAD);

(b) Industry" Studies have been carried out on specific industrial branches
( chenical , metal-mechanic, forestry and agricultural.based iadustries ) with a view
to identifying their potential and probler:rs. Support is being given to Central
Amexican countries in the fomu-lation of sectoraL policies with emphasis on areas
of specialization and eomplenentarity , fncreased co-operation and complementarity
arong the Latin American countries vilL be processed through specjfic projects and
through the creation of Latin American multinational enterprises:

|.c) Transport. XCLA has assisted in the design and implementation of an
integrated system for the movement of goods imported by Bolivia through the
Chilean pcrt of Arica. It is also promoting economic eo-operation in the field
of transport a1ld trade faeilitation and. is presently comlleting a study on
transport services in the Andean Corridor, Santiago-Caracas , vith the airn of
ioentifyir:g bottle necks. boLh phy:ical ano institutional , that face the movement
of goods ano people -in Lhe Andean subregionl
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(a) ifatural resources and ener.gy. In close co -opera.tlon t,ith the Latin
American Energy Organi zaLior! 1 r-ClA wil1 promote joint action by the countriesof the region in multinational activities vith r;he aim of improving their energypolicies' rt vi11 also collaborate l,'ith centlal American Governreents in theevaluaiion and optirnal exproitation of naturar resources vith a vlev to
strengthening an integrationist apprcach to the joint exploitation of the natural
resources of the area -

(e) Iood and agriculture. trCLA has been
bodies to strengthen theil eapaclty to identifv
or act-iv iLics oesigned Lo i rcrease asr i cu-I LLralof the different integration schemes on" inter
structures, creation of technology ( irr.f ..aing-?;a-iechnology ) , nroduction oftechnical inputs and iroprovement of distribution svstens.

(f) science and technology. Research studies are being carried out on the
choice of technio.ues and appropriate technology in relation to employnent anCother socio- economic objectives. case studies at the industria.l subsector and
enterprise level on transfer and adaptation of technolocv a.nd on na.tive
technolosical and scientific d*.relop".u,.,i, ;,-;;.;;i;;-;L 

""" 
r ""t; "*- ii vestmer_tprojccts in the fiefd of sciencific ard teuhnologica.r deveroarnent ere alsc t.cing

carrieC out. The objective of these studies is to define the criteria of
technological development policies usefuf to channef investnents. the secrors
being covered in the current phase are the foflowing: the buifding, sti1l,
chemical and petrochemical industries, the relationship betr"reen technology andthe export of nanufactures " a"nd iegaf and institutiona.I structures for crF,rtirr"
technological know llor,,

4. Iconomic Corarriission for Africa

30" Ove:: past years, the Economic Conmisslon for Africa (fCa) nas been entiag.i,lin various act.ivj Lies for prcnoting econoric and technico.l co.operanion" ran jir-
frorn production and trade co-operation policies and strategies and the
strengthening of existing and the creation of new sectoral and rr1ultirurposeinstitutions to the identification, fcrnulatiori and devefopment of multirationalprajects on subregiona] and regional bases"

31. rn addition to the eight fornar anc functioning nulti.urpose economic
groupinErs covering 42 states, there are 18 orerationaf institutions in theagriculLural sector" L jn industry, 24 jn Lra.esoort, and copmunicabions, I ir:
tourisra, 1! in education and ! in natural resourcesr the creation of the
sLbstantial paJt uf these institLtions has ljeer i-jtiated bI rhe Corrission,
r^rhile in other cases the Cornnission has rendered technical support - in the
establishment of the -ilcononic Connunity of the llest African States, for exampfe.

32" Taking into account the needs of the land*lock-^d countraes and the lact thatolt of the \7 independent African States, 26 are estimated. to have a potulationof 5 nilllon or less, the overriding necessity for integrating national markets
through transport and cornmunications has 1ed the Cornmission Lo undertahe extensive

co-operating with inteeration
and formula.Le nrosy'arres , rrojects
co.-operation among menber cor-urtri es

a I i a . 1-.rar <fr-rma Li nn 1f rufal
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vork in the establishnent of Trans-African, Trans-llast Africall and Trans-saharirn
r.^',lq r-i^Trc ',nd railr"n.u associations in eastern, northern, vest and centl'al
Africa, and, in collaboration vith the Unit--d lJations levelopment Frogran'ne (Ur'lDP )

and the fnternational fel ecornnunic at ion Union (iTU)' in the iniiiation and

forrulation of a progt ar,ne for a regioral tel--connuni ca,t j ons network'

33. In the field of monetary co-operation, ICA has assisted African countries in
the establishment of the lrle st African Clearing-House and bhe Association of
African Central Banks. In trade promotion and purchasing' the 1/crk of EcA r'rith
African corrnti:ies has enabled the creaticn of the Association of African Trade
lromotion Organizations located at langiers, l'{orocco, in adCition to active
sunnor.t of the al1-African Tra<i e Fair organizerl by the Organization of
African Unity (OAU).

3\. The Commissionrs actir'lties for prumot iorr of co-opera'tion in agricutture have

included assistance to the l',lest Afrlca Rice Develolment Association in a schene

lor s=l f-suffic ieney ir rjc-, l^elp to l-re countries of L're Custoros and lconoroic
Unlorr of Ccntral Africa (UDI!,C ) in the establislunent of a meat production and

trade community, and assistancc to seed multiplicatirn schemes in the Sahel
countries. I,'r'ork has also been ccmpleted on the establishrnenb of a l4ineral
Resources Development Centre at Dodona' United Republic of Tanzania' and a
Regional Ccntre for Services in ivlapping and Survcying in Kenya'

35. In collaboration with the United liations Industrial Devel-olment Crganization
(UirllO), UNCTAD ri.nd thr Un:i.tcri ]la',.ors llduc:r''-ioral , Scient'l.lic and Cu1tur1a1

0rganizaticn (U:,ffSCO), nCA is continuing with efforts tol^7a,rds the establishment of
a regional centre for the transfer' adaltation and developrtent of technology
r^rhi.h .in1-o-^ qli: is atnected to asslst member countries in the creation and
c ,. , ^|-t. ^f .ol i.1ret rqnt.incries.

36. The Commission has created, in collaboration 'wi 1rh United llations Headquarters
a.nd TITjDP- sDbregional olerationa,l institutions to cover countries with some

conrnon developnent needs. fn a mult i di sc iptinary fashion, these institutions work

under the directj.on of represertatives of the Governments in identifying,,
f.rnulaL ing and promoLinS nultinabjonal nroiects and :lati onal projccts vith
riultinational components for implernentation among tlro or l0ol- e countries,

)7 - BFsi,l.s h-ir1-irg Lo--t.rer ronresorl.a.L iy.s of int ergov e rnmen Lal cconomic
,.rr,r,ninus ra facil ilal.F F]..he.nge of exoeriencc" tlL. Comrnission oisscminates
information dtrected to pr:onoie technical and econonic co-operation anong African
cc'untries, incfuding directories of African exlerts and African int ergovernmental
organizations.

5. liconoinic Conrnission for Western Asia

3{J. lhe following are, briefly, somc of the achievernents and related cngoing
activities of the nconomic Oommission for r;lestern Asia (XCI^IA) ained at promoting
economic co-operetion among develocin6 "ount:'ies 

jn some of thF fields specified
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under the I'i.ogr-ourne ol'Action (Tt/195/Add,1) adopted at the Third i{inisteria_l
Meeting ol the Group of seventy-seven, which vas held at pJanita from 6 Januaryto I February 1!/6. The order of presentation is based on the scale of prioriti.es
established in the work of the co;issicn, nhich reffects developr'ent needs inrnenrber countries:

. (a) 
-looa and agriculture. nCI,iA has assisted in the conpletion of projectson incentives for accelerating cerea-l and rivestock prod.uction, integrated *,"ar-development in sefected agricurturar- projects in Jordan, the syrian Arab Republicand Yemen and the organization ot training progratnnes in agricultural planning;

(l) Industt-iaf devefopnent. In this field concrete activities a.:ndachieveHents include the study end identification of priority areas ained. atdeveloping selected branches cf the food-processing industry in the countries ofLhe region' the developnent of the fertitizer inclustry as part of all over-all-deYelopnent plan for industry in the Arab world and the develolment of industrj.al
nanpower in the Arab vorld through joint training nro6rajrilnes;

(c) r;atural resources.
activities:

In this field, EC'I/A has the folloving ongoing

(i) Development of basic energl,' statistics, development of a strategy t.oraction on alternati.ve uses of oil ard deternination of medium-term andlong-term supply of and demand for energy in the region 1

(ii) Promotion of co-operation in the development of rnineral resources andcollection of information and study of ihe possibilities of establishing
a reglonal rnineral resources development institute;

(lli; Assessrnent of existing nater supplies and fut ure demand (by theyear 2000) in the countries of ine region e.nd preparation for theregional l{ater Conference in preparation for the United }Iations Water
Conference " to be held in Argentina from T to 1B i.{arch l-9TT;

(dl Trade and developnent. Foreign trade and paynents statistics in theregionn liberalization of non-tariff bairiers and inter-Arab transit trade arebeing developed;

(tl Transpcrt ancl conrrnuni cati ons " A survey of the transport situation inthe region is being carried out and the needs for developing an integratedtranspart system are being assessed.

6, fnterregional_ co-operation

39' There is ccilsiderable scope for intensification of co-operation between theregional conlrlissions in economic co-oneration among devetoping countries, notonly Lhrough exchan5e or infornalion e-nd exoerience, but also in jolnt olanningand progra:i:rning. rnltiatives to pronote inierregionar co-operatiln coni,inue tobe ta"hen by the regional cornrnissions and have been Iurther strenAthened in
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pursuance of General Assernbly resolution 3352 (S-VII) of 16 September L975. The
subject of interregional co-opersti.on has also been discussed at meetings of the
executive secretaries. Currentfy, there are several exampJ-es of interregional
co-operation to prornote economic co-cperation among developing countries as, for
example, between ECA and nC!/A in the creatlon of a docu0entation centre and a ioint
XCE/ICIA ?esearch prograrnme - vith Eome support from the Department of nconomic
and Sociaf Affairs of the United lriations Secretariat - concerning international
trade betveen Lati.n America and Europe, The regional comrnissions are also
actively participating in the inplernentation of the Action Programrne for Economic
Co-operation arnong Non-A-Iigned and other Developing Cor.:ntries (see para. B above).
These efforts vi].]. require considerable intensification in the coming years.

C. United Nations Conference on Trade and Devefopnent

l+0. Since its inception in 196h UNCTAD has been dealing vith problems regarding
econornic co-operation anong developing cormtries and, in f968, a speciaa progranme on

trade expansion and economic integration vas established r,rithin the UIJCTAD

secretariat. This progranme became one of its substantive divisions in 1970"
Xconomic co-operation among developing countries constitutes, therefore, ar area
.where UNCTAD not only plays a crucial rale but also has a unique position within the
ITni+.prr Ipr-inne .,.cf.aq qinne i+. iq thF ,rnlv nrsa.nization where an important divisiln
is exclusively devoted to these matters.

)+f. In accordance with decision 121 (XIV) of 13 Septernber 1971+ and resol-ution
f2B (S-VI) of ?l- llarch f975 of the Trade and Development Board, an expert group on

econonlc co-operation among developing countries met at Geneva fron 2f October
to I+ Novenber 1975' For this meeting, the UNCTAD secretariat had prepared a set of
studies embracing various aspects of econornic co-operation among devel,oping countries
( import co-operation, monetaJy co-operation, financial co-operation, a systen of
trade preferences and ioint ventu-res ) in which progress made vas described and
solutions were proposed to the problerns encountered in these areas. On the basis of
the prol)osals and re corrrtrendations of the expert group, and in cottpliance vith Board
reso1rltion 128 (S-VI)" the Sec retary-cenera.l of ttlIcTAD prepared a report (TD/f92)
which vas subsequently considered at the Third l{inisterial Meeting of the Group of
Seventy-seven, held at lularriJ.a froll 6 January to ? Februsry 1976, and by the
conference at its fo u.rth session, held at ilairobi from 5 to 31 I'{ay 1975. xtany of
these proposals vere incorporated in resol-ution f on economic co-operatlon anong

deve.Ioping countries (see tD/l-95, annex I) adopted by the Group of Seventy-seven at
lvlanila. The resofution spe11s out a prograr,me which translates into practical action
the concept of coflective self-reliance and the d.eterndnation of the developing
countries to reinforce their unity and capacity for joint action.

)+". The particular responsibility assigned to UNCTAD in activities ]'elated to
econonric co-operation among developing countries is underlined in General Assefllbly
resolutions 3362 (S-VII) of l-6 September \975 ana 3U+2 (XU) of 9 December 1975

end reiterated in conference resolution 92 (rV) of 30 lr4ay 19T6 on measures of
support by developed countries and international organizations for the progrsfine
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:: :"".y:l: cr.r-uperation anong devefoping countries and resolution 90 (fV) ofJ. r'a.'/ L9 rb on fnstitutional 
. 
is s ues . According to the latter resolution, theilrade and Develcpment BoeJd j.s requested to eslablish an cpen-errded conynittee onecononic co-operation anong d.eveloping countries whose fr.rnctions ould be toconsider" in accordance with Genera-l Assernbly reso.luticn :gga is_viij, section VI.paragraph li neasures to provide, as and wheir requestedu support "rd ;";;;;;;.';;developing countries in strengthening and entargi-ng trreir muiua: 

"o-op."atior, .tthe subxegional" regional and interregiona-l leveIs. The Corunittee on XcononicCo-operation.was established by the BJard at its sixteenth sessicn.

j:. .On the- other hand, the Group of Seventy_seven, at its fhird MinisterLaf'Ilieeting, held at rvianila, took the decision irhich rras confirned at the conference,sfourth session to convene _at.l,{exico City, in September .,9T6, ;,u.iirrg-.t trruhighest possible level and kritr, tnu p"rlicif.iior or afr deveroping countries andthe internationat organizations whi ci ".";;';;; important ,."t 'r"iiti"g t.subregional, regional .nd interxegionar co"-operatiSn u*ong a"r"iopi.g lo,ntries.fhe Mexico city conference. on Econondc co-op"".tio., -oong"l.*iorrirrg'cJ.rntri. u,vas held from 13 to 22 septenb er ,.9T6 ana iis ieport otTp/ezgj-ii;i"i"ted as anoffi cia-l- document at the Boardrs sixteenth session. UNCTAD assisted in thepreparation and organization of the conference as welr- as of the tvo preparatoryneetinss held bv the sroup-or governmental .rp.rt" ;;1;; ;;.;;'oi"i"i.oty_"u,r",,which preceded the Mexico City meeting.

1. fnternational trade

11^_^-T:, 
integrated prograrurc for cormodities formutated by UIICTAD provirles atra,oevork for nodes of collaboration which courd devel.p ne.w markets wittrin thedeveloping countries for both lrimary "rJ p"r"."""a products. UNcfAD has actively

f::::]l1t:* in the preparatory vork teaaiig to the formu-l at i on by the devetopinscoLmt*es of their conmon position at the ttrird. t'tinisteriar Meeting of the G'oupof seventy*seven (&teni:.a, 26 J anuary to z rerruary rgT6). Th;-a;;;";;";e, at itsfonrth session, adopted resolution SS (fv) of JO lr{ay :19T6 on an fntegrated progranmefor Connodities where the objective", 
"orp""."i" of such a progranme and thexequired internationar neasures towards the negotiations of a cornrnon fund vexe,:hclla/l ^,.+

!5. UNCTAD has also been participating in the preparatory work done by thenon-aligned co'..ntries for the est;b-Lis;nent ot: a councif of Froducers' Associationsand in sorne of the activities undert ak." ;; ;;.;" ccuntries vithin the frarrcworkof the Action Prograrnne for Economic Co_cplration among lvon_Al_igned. a.nd otherleveloping Countries (see para. B aUove).-- ----

46. fn the field of trad.e. expansion and regional integration arong developingcountries, UI{C||AD hs,s continued to proviAe,-througrr studies, expert groupttreetings and technical assistance, support'to a-targe numbex of groupings anrr alsoto soue individual cleveloping 
"ou"t"ii" visfring to join existing integrations chenes .
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2. Finance

\7. Activities in this field are oriented towards the establistiment of anorganized systen of finaneial co-operation anong developing countries, studiesare being jrrepared on this subject to provid.e tasic guiaelines for such a systen,uilcrAD has also supported the establ.:shrnent of inventories of niuftinationa-lprojects in several regions cl, subregiLrns.

3. Insuranc e

4d. A number of practical initiatives halre taken place in thls field.Fe-insurance corporations, co-insurance schenes and training centres on anultinational basis have been established or are under consideration in Africa andAsia as well as in the caribbean" ur:rcrAD's support has been provided tcr some ofthese proj ect s .

l+. Transpoat and c onmrrnic at ion s

\9. Research work has been carried out by ULICTA_D rn order to identify th_-problems of developing countries in the field of shipping and ports ald todetermine the acti.ns vhich they neerl to take _ both individually andcol1ectiveIy. A broad programme of technical assistance enabfes the resu.lts ofthis research activity to be put into practice. 4160, assistance is berng providedby vay of training - either throu3h permanent instituiions or by vay of periodictraining courses.

5. qgiilg€__cnq*!S4!9l9eX

5A' The role cf and the activities undertaken by LiTICTAT in pror::oting econonicco-operation among developing countries in the field of technology nf.,ro-1..r.considerably expanded ln the period under reviev. The strengthening of thetechnological canaeity of developing countries through collective efforts L€. s arsoone of the major issues for consideration and decision at the Third Ministeriall'{eeting of the Group of ijeventy-seven, held at itanila, as we}1 as at theConferencers fourth session, at llairobi. Conference resolution BZ (IV) of
30 lj;ay L9T5 on strengthening the technological capacity of developi.ng countriesmarks a major stcp forrr:rd ir. uutlining a com-orehensi\re p-rog.r.arune of actio" inttris fleld and in establishing vithin if-,. UlVCi.qO secretariat the necessaryinternational basis, in the forrn of an Ad-visory service on Transfer of rechnology.Tnis prcgranme inclucles actions to be undertakln by cleveloping ecuntries at thesubreglonal, regional and interregional 1evels throu€lh the elaboration ofpreferential arrangements anong deveroping countries, the establish*ent of centresfor ttansfer and develolment of technology and the setting up of centres in
spec i fj c ano critical scc.tors.

5l' The LllrlcrArr se--retariar has Frenared se-,rerai studfes on the ab cve ..r-enti cnediss;cs (see alr.ong cihers .tT)/B/C.6/9/i\Aa,:-""a-fDZiSOr,sur;p,i) 
..ra nr. inior",81 qroupot erpefts on tire estabiishrent ci centres icr the transfer. and de\efopnent ofbechnology net at Geneva in Decenber 1975.
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D, United Nations Development Prograrnrne

f. Internationa-I trade

52, Expansion of trade among African countries has been a prorrinent feature of
[ft'lDP co-operation vith subregional groupings. This activity is being supD.]ercented
by a region-wide project for the pronotion of intra-African trade. Assistance is
also plovided or envisaged for the establishment of clearing-house unions, ained at
facilitating paynents betrreen African States.

53, In Latin Anerica, UNDP has provicled assistance to the Eoard of Certagena
Agreeraent in studying a connorl external tariff systen, Another project is intend.ed
to assist the Covernuents of Central An-erica in those aspects of the restructuring
of the Central- America Corunon I'jarket vhich relate to the future creation of a
custom union .

,lr. rn Asia, assistance is being prov-ided to the liberalization of intraregional
trade, which has already resulted i1r the signing of the Sang.kok Agreement by
participating Governments .

2" lndustrial co-operation and developnent

55. Tr- the African re'ojon, LIIJDP assists Governnents in indusLrial planning ald in
industriat devetopnent, notably through i.nstitutional support to the African and
the nast African Developnent Banks and through the activities of the Forest
Industries Group,

5b. fn the EuroDean, l'ed-iteffanean and l.{iddle .Easb regions, an importanL project
is under sludy for regional developnent of the fertilizer industry, stressing the
needs of poor farn:ers of the region,

57. In latin America, two projects in industrial, rationafization and programming
'FA /rifa^fan {^ +L^ i-r'-i. ,lFvFt^-nFh+ ^f i-.rrlc+riaI resources of the Aldeanvs Yr{vPJ,,Lrr!

suoxe€1on.

3. tr'inance

58- Assistance has been accorded for the estabfishment of financial institutions
in the African region, including subregional clearing-house unions. UNDP has
p.layed a pivotal role in the Asian Clearins Union vhich has resu.lted in the
introduction of monetary measures to facilitate currency payment s between the
countries of the region. UL'lfP is co-operating vith the Arab Fund for nconomic and
Sociaf Developflen L on a proglaj"Jne for identificat,ion and preparation of
intercountry feasibility studies and investment projects in the Arab wor1d,
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4. Transport an4 coramuni cations

59. The development of integrated transporb and cornmunlcations systens in the
African region has been stimulated by UIIDP thTough the funding of region-wide
studies, notably on the estsblishrnent of the Pan African Telecornmunications ifetworh '
Substantial resources have been all-ocated to the su'Dport of nultinational training
institutions in this sector.

6a, In Asia and the Paclfic region, assistance has been provided to two maior
infrastructure activities, the Asian Highl,ray and the Trans*Asian Railway. UNDP

ea:perts took part in feasibility studies of the -Asian Teleconnuni cation lletnrork.

61, In the European, Iliediterranean and t'Ii ddle nast regions " UNDP is involved in
the building of a road across the Sahara and in the training of personrrel in the
fields of naritirne transport and civil- aviation. Support has also been given to
the Higher Arab Postal Institute and pre-feasibility studies are being nade on a
regional n€twork for tele conmuni.cations in the liiddle East'

62. UifDP assists the Governrnents of Central nmerica in the formulation and
inxplementation of a joint transport policy and in the inDrovement of shipping and
ports, activities which are directed to the joint developnent of naritime services.

5 " i{atural reEgqrces

4, In Africa, UI'IDP is involved in the study of vster rescurces, particularly in
the Sahe.lian zone, Support is accorded to training and- the use of nodern
technology to help the Governments of the region increase their control over their
natural resources.

5l+. In Asia, as well as in the South Pacific, prospecting for deposits of
natural resources is being pursued. through UIIDP assj-stance.

6. Food and agriculture

65. Assistance is given to subregional groupings of African States and
intergovernment al- organizations for the purpose of inereasing food production
through various programrnes (inter +ia, ir'rigated agricu-Lture, rice research'
livestock development and lorestry).

66. In Asia, und.e r UNDF assistance, corurtries exchange experience in slrall
faruersi development. The improvetent of field food cxops is nursued by a proiecL
aimed at strengthening and linking national research progrefimes of countries in
the i'Iear and it{iddle nast and in iilorth Africa"

67. In Latin America, the Board of the Cartagena Agreement is assisted in
agri cu-Ltura.l pro graimin g.
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T. Science and tgsh!*o_1oev

68. In the African region, assistance has concentrated on training and on the
estabfi.shnent of dacurrentation centres. Prelininary activities have been conducted
on the establishment of a research i"nstitutc for the Sahelian zone. The creation
of regional networks f'or the diffusion of scientific ancl technical inforiiation
is llanned for tbe next period.

69. fn Latin lunerica, a new nechanism to contribute to scientific-technical
de velopment was nroposed in a detailed technical study: the multinational
ta.hh^ l 

^n. 
anl-ArnFi ea

8.-@
7O. The major thrusts in this field are to help African Governments pts-n the
integrated development of their shared natural- resources and to train African
personnel in developnent planning techniques. A rnul,tisectoral regional planning
project for the caribbean connunity is assisting the members of the community in
fornlulating national development D1ans.

n. United i\lations Enviror.ment proqranme

1. Internationaf trade

7)-. Tvo case studies are being conducted by UI'ICTAD, with the support of the
united iiations gnvironment Prograrme (ulile), on trade barriers and restrictions
resu.rting from environrnental policies, such studies will be of assistance to
devefoping countries in formulating jointly their ovn policies tor./ards the impact
of environmental measures on trade.

?. i{atural resou?ces

72. A very large part of the UNEP prograure is concerned lrith the proper use of
natural resources. irllost of the activities fa1l r^rithin the priority area ofterrestrial ecosystems, their managenent and control. They are relaied to arid
fands and grazing Lands, tropical woodlands and forest, other ecosystems, sites
and samples, endangered species and 1,/i1d-l.ife, water and genetic resources. In allof these areas there are activities under vay which involveu or vi L-L _Lead to, some
form of collaboration betr,reen developirrg countries, Notabfe amongst these ane:
the preparations for the United irlations Conference on Deserti fi cation ,responsibility for vhich has been entxusted to UNEF; the deveropnent of a rrorl d-vi de
network of parks and reserves; the incorporation of env-ironmenta.l elements into
the maragement of fake and river basins; the preparations for the united I'Iati. ons
waler conference; tne co-operaLi(rn in tne cietd of the environnent concernin5
natural resources shared by tuc or nore states. uith the assistance of governnent
elfrerts, UllliP is elaborating draft principles to guide the conduct of states in
the harmonious e4)loitation of shared naturaf reEourceE.
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3. Othel areas of the environment progranrte

73. Several other areas vithin the enviror',-'rent progranme are of direct relevance
to coflaboration betveen developing countries. These are:

(u) Human settlements technology. A proiect vith ECLA will resul-t in a
regional progra.mne fur human settlements technology in Latin Americal similar
activities are under discussion with ECA and ECIy'A. Through this series of
regional seminars, it is intended to focus on concentrated" consortium-type
research lo be inplene"rted at the regional 1evel, on action-oriented projects and
prograr nes for each region to test new concepts in hurnan settlements technology
and on information exchange. Such a regional approach is bound to involve and
stimulate co-operation between developing coun-Lriesl

(b) Human health: pest nanagement systems. l,lith appropria.te international
and national bodies, UIIEP is helping to formulate envirormentally-sound nethods of
controlli.ng sc histosonias is , malarla and cotton pests, all probfems facing
developing countries, A world plan of action for each is being elaborated'
involving research and oilot projects. Their imrlenentation will necessilaLe
co-operation between rleve l oI)i ng nations;

(c) Xnvironment and d.evelopment. UNIP has fostered - and vil1 continue to
do so - an und erstanding of the interr elationship between environment and
developmerLt, a mattcr of special concern to developing countrjes. One way in
which this will be done is through a series of regional seminars at which the
particular dimension of each region in turn vi11 be brought out and assistance
vill be given to deveJ-oping countries to elaborate alternative patterns of
development and to promote collective self-reliance in an envlronnental,ly-sound
context;

(a) oceans. A major progranne is und.er vay related to the conservation
of the narine environment of the llediterranean. An action p1an, 

"thich 
includes

proposals for integrated planning, research and nonitoring, 1ega1 aspects and
institutional arrangenent s, has been adopted for the region. The implementation
of -.ho :.ctinn nlpn will inawil.rhlv r-^lira. onnd deal of collaboration betveen
the devclo_ning counLries of Lne regionl

(.) nnergy. UITIEP is encouraging the establish,'nent of a series of centTes
in devetopin6i countri.es to show how 1oca1 supi.rlies of renewable energy solrces
can be harnessed in an integrated facility l- meet the basic needs of sma1l
rural coramunities. Though initially this is conceived of as a d.emonstration
exercise, in due course the results should enable developing countries to
collaborate vith each other in the developing methods of energy supply nore suited
to their need s l

(f) Earthl,Btch. fhe Globa1 Environnental Monitoring System (GIII{S ) is
conceived of as a cc-:'"Jinated effort on the part of the l'orld corrnunity to gaLher
rlet.e ^f qisritinprno rn J.h. rcii.hqI r" rocrr-nr. of Lhe envirorunent. Many of the
p:ojects specific.,Ily supportL'd by trre lund of UIIEP aim at helpjng developing
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countries to set up monitoring systems in accordance vith the priorities set uoby the Governing Council. Likewise the International Referral System (TRS) fo;
soLLrces of envirorunenta L inllorn:ation cannol be broucht .Cul1y into ocera,Lionvithout the participation of the developing countries. lmeir rully operational,
rRS vi11 certainly benefit developing countries, partly through the exchange oirnformation which may sometimes lead to technicaf co_operation;

(g) Training. As a matter of policy, UIEp has assisted developing countriesto.attend' rn-tslgEq, conferences and seroinars related to the environrent, rnrnls !/ay' contacts are fostered between experts from different developing countries,thus providing a basis for closer technical and economic co_operationl

(h) nnvironmental education. Ilith uNESco, uNEp is currently helping to pr"anan international progranme in environmental education by'hich nelworki ofinstitutions \,/i11 be established to promote envirornnentar education in eachregion. This programme will be so designed as to enable regional groupings o1.countries, in particular developing countries, to come together at both thedesign and education stage;

(i) Environmental law. ulTEp gives assistance to developing ccuntries inacceding to international legislation designed to protect the enviro','ent. Thisarea represents a considerable stimulus to co_operation between developingccuntries. UMP attaches great importance to harmonizing enwironmentailegislati.on betveen groups of developing countries, for exampre through seminarsand expe"t rnissions.




