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yegter vxuba 22 Febluarv 1Q79 adaressed UO'the Chairman of the Commission

hq:@g;gﬂggruhﬁ Pevmaﬂept WJSSlom.of the Peonle s Republlc of Chlna to
th2_United Vations Office at Geneva

In view of the Soviet representative's cynical attacks against the People's
. _ ;

Republic of Chino during the thirty-fifth session of the Commission on Human Rights,
I have the hounour %o tra

ransmit to you herewith, sc ag fo set the record straight, the
Statement published by the Xinhua Agency by order of the Chinese Government,
concerning the defence of the Chinese frontier and the counter-attack launched in
regponse to Vi etnameec aggression.

o
t

should be onteful if you wouvld circulate my letter and the enclosed

Statement by the Xinhuo Agency as official documents of the thirty-fifth session of
-the Commission on Human Rights under agenda item 9.

(Signed) YI SU-CHIH
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Beijing, 17 February (Kinhua). by order of the Chinese Government, the Xinhua
Agency has today issued the following statement:

hecently, the Vietnamese authoritics, disvegarding repeanted warnings by the
Chinese side, have continually been gendi. . armed forces bo .nvade Chinese terrilory

and to atlack froatier guavrds and the Chinese inhabilanls of the froniier region,
thus bringing aboul a rapid detericration of the siluation and posing a scrious
threat to peace and securily in Jhe Chinese fronlier regions. Their vatience haviag
been tried to breaking ooint, the Chinese {yontbier defcace troops were forced 1o
steel themselves for a counter-ettack.

In lhe past two years, thc Viebtnamese authorities, vhile engaging frantically ia
anli-Chinese activiilies, including the expulsion of Chinese nalionals, have aever
ceased Lo launch armed provocative albacks and Lo perpetrate hostile acts in
Chinege frontier regions. The Chinese side, vhich has the Sriendship ol the Chinese
and Vietnamese peoples at heart, has consistently adopted an attibtude of restraint
and moderatior, and hay given the vielnamese authorities advice and warnings on many
occasions vith a view to preventing an escalatina of these incidents. Hovever, the
Jieinamesc auchoritics, supvorivcd by tae Lovict Union, have shovm unbounled arrogance
and interpretbed the Chinece sidc's reslraint and desire for pesce as a sign of
vegxness, Thus they have been behaving mth even aveater effrontery by relentlessly
cocalating their acls of armed aggressiorn in lhe Chiacse [ronlier regions. The
Vietnamese authorilies have massed large numbers of troops along the Sino-Vietnameose
border and repeatedly invaded Chinese territory. They have openly laid mines and
bullt fortifications on Chinese land, [ired guns and cannon ai will, destroyed
villages, xilled Chinese soldiers and civiliang, plundered property, altacked trains
and created a number of serious bloody incidents., In the past six months alone,
Viel Nam has launched more than 700 armed provocative attacks, resulting in more
than 300 dead and wvounded among frontier guards and the Chinese inhabitants of
frontier regions, DBy these acts of unbridled agevession, lhe Vietnamese authorities
aim at provoking armed conflicis along China's southern frontier, creating increased
tension and sabolaging bthe country's efforts at socialisl modernizalioan. If Viet HNam's
acts of aggression are nobt halted, there is no doubt vhatever thal peace and slabilily
in South-Bast Acic and even in the euntire Asian region, vil be jeopardized.

Accordingly, the position of the Chinese Government and peonle is as follous:
Lf we are not atlacked, we ourselves will not attack. 3ul if ve are attacked, wve
will counter-attack. The fact that the Chiness (rontier Jlefencc forces, vhose
palience hag been lried to the limit, have steeled lhemselves for a counter—attack is
entirely just. Desirous of building up our country, ire need aa inlernational climate
of peace. Ue 4o aot rant var. We do notl claim a single inch of Vietnamese territory,
but e have absolutely no inleniion of alloving aayone deliberately lo invade the
territory of our country. What e want is a frontier on vhich peace and tranquillity
prevails, Aftsr counter-atlacking the Vietnamese aggressors as is oaly proper, the
Chinese fronticr defence troops will confine themselves striclly to the defence of
the Ifrontier of their homeland. We are convinced thatl China's vositinn will meet
vith the gympathy and supporl of all countbries and peoples who love peace and justice.

In a long revolutionary silrusple, the Chinese aad Vietnamese peoples have
accorded each other sympatny, ald and suoport, thercby creating close ties of
friendship betueen them. The [acl thal such serioug armed conflicis have now arisen
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between China and Viet ¥am is due solely to the Vietnamese authorities who have gone
against the wishes of the Chinese and Vietnamese peoples. The Chinese Government
and people set great store by the friendship of the Chinese and Vietnamese peoples
and are endeavouring to preserve it, as they did in the past, as they are doing
today, and as they will continue to do in the future.

The Chinese Government solemnly calls upon the Vietnamese authorities to cease
forthwith their armed invasion and all their acts of provocation and sabotage in
the Chinese frontier regions, to withdraw all thelr armed forces from the Chinese
territories they have illegally occupied, and to respect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of China. The Chinese Government has always maintained that
differences between the two countries must be settled in an equitable and reasonable
manner through peaceful negotiations. In view of the complete lack of gincerity on
the Vietnamese side, none of the negotiations so far entered into have been
successful, The Chinese Government now proposes once again that the two sides should
arrange early negotiations between their representatives at an appropriate level, in
any place acceptable to them, with a view to discussing the restoration of peace and
tranguillity in the frontier regions of the two countries, and resolving frontier
and territorial disputes., The Chinese Government is prepared to enter into specific

negotiations on any constructive measure likely to ensure peace and tranguillity on
the Sino-Vietnamese frontier.

At a time when Chinese frontier defence troops are being compelled fto resist
the Vietnamese armed invasion, the Chinese Government addresses this appeal to the
Vietnamese authorities: Realize the error of your ways, stop on the brink of the
precipice and do not persist any longer on your mistaken course.



