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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. O'KENNEDY (Ireland): Mr. President, I wish to
offer you the sincere congratulations of my delegation on
your unanimous election to the presidency of our
Assembly. Your election is a tribute to your country,
Colombia, and also a reflection of the knowledge which
delegations have of your valuable contributions to this
Assembly and to important international conferences. We
are confident that this experience and the fruits of your
impressive career will allow you to follow the exemplary
presidency of Mr. Lazar Mojsov of YugoslaVia with dis·
tinction and success.

2. May I also extend a very wann welcome to the one
hundred and fiftieth Member of the United Nations
Solomon Islands. We are especially pleased that the right of
the peoples of Solomon Islands to self-detennination and
independence has been achieved peacefully and with the
full co-operation of the United Kingdom as the adminis·
tering Power.

3. We begin another session of the General Assembly with
a full agenda. The list of problems before us this year is
long-as long as ever it has been. In all, we will debate
almost 130 questions before this session closes in
December.

4. It is evident from one look at this fonnidabie list of
complex international issues that the Secretary·General is
right to say, as he does in his report on tile work of the
Organization, that global order is increasingly indispensable
and that we need a sense of human solidarity which will
find expression in a strong family of international insti·
tutions [see A/33/1, sect. If.

S. Will the work done here over the next three months
show real evidence of this sense of human solidarity? Will
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our debates and resolutions advance us further towards that
glohai order which the Secretary·General says is now
indispensable? These seem to me to be the fundamental
questions underlying virtually all the individual problems
on our agenda.

6. At the centre of many, if not all, of these issues is an
injustice or conflict arising from the political or economic
dominance of one group, of one country or of one interest,
and the consequent exclusion or suppression of another.
Such situations are by their nature unstable. In a world
where all major problems are now interrelated and interact
on one another, injustice leading to instability in anyone
area can be a danger to us all.

7. Clearly, efforts to maintain domination in human
relations today are dangerous and wrong. Instead, we need,
in every area of international life, to try to replace
domination by participation and co-operation. In this way
we can hope to create patiently and by stages li more just
and a more stable world order. In doing this, we will need
to use to the full all the possibilities offered by this great
Organization and the family of international institutions, of
which it is the core.

8. It is clear, of course, that this cannot be achieved all at
once-and perhaps in a complex world it will never be
wholly achieved. The Secretary-General has done well to
warn us that there are many issues where, at best, we may
be able to contain and defuse the problem and allow time
for a settlement to evolve.

9. Many of these problems do not yield immediately to
settlement because they have roots which go deep into
history. But though the past constrains us in these cases, it
does not wholly deternline the choices now open to us.
How we face these inherited problems in our day will
decide what the next generation to ours will inherit in its
turn. We can pass on or add to the burden which we have
inherited, or, instead, we can begin to lift this burden-even
if it takes years to remove it completely.

10. Some here, of course, carry greater responsibility than
others for the origin of particular problems; and some will
have to do more than others to contribute towards a
solution. The contribution which each of us can make in
any particular case will depend on our capacity and on our
degree of involvement. But since we have a world Organi
zation where these issues are debated and voted on, all of us
have some responsibility, and all of us need to do what we
can to contribute towards a settlement.

11. I would summarize as follows the principles which will
guide my country on the issues before us in the United
Nations.

A/33/PV.13
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21. This, in broad outline, is the approach which the Irish
delegation will tuke to the complex of issues before us at
this Assembly. Some of these are global issues of direct
concern to all of us. Some are problems of instability and
conflict in particular regions which also present wider
dangers. I turn now to indicate in more concrete terms our
viewpoint on some of these specific issues.

22. This year, for the first time, the General Assembly
held a special session on disarmament, its tenth. The session
was attended by many Heads of Government, including my
Prime Minister, Mr. Lynch, who set out very fully the views
of the Irish Government.l One good result of the session
was the establishment of new negotiating and deliberative
bodies with wider participation. We hope that this will
breathe new life into disarmament negotiations.

23. We welcome the positive outcome of the special
session. But we believe that its success will be measured
only by the extent to which States translate into concrete
measures the principles and programme they accepted in
the Final Document {resolution S-J0/2/. All countries, and
especially the nuclear Powers, must show the political will
to take real steps towards disarmament, and to escape from
the vicious cycle of competition which, instead of contrib
uting to their own security, is in fact adding to the
insecurity of all. All nations claim that their armaments and
military power are purely for their own security. They ask
others to accept this on trust. But the military strength so
acquired can arouse distrust in others and can be an
instrument for the domination of others or for intervention
elsewhere. Military strength does not even have to be used;
its mere existence gives power to those who control it,
which others less powerful may have to respect.

24. The major Powers must accept that ever-increasing
armaments, which they claim are purely for defence or
basic security, promote such distrust and insecurity in
others that they feel obliged in turn to build up their own
military capacity. Some non-nuclear States feel that even
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is
discriminatqry and is designed to perpetuate the dominant
position of the nuclear Powers. As representative of Ireland,
a small country whose Foreign Minister first proposed such
a treaty in a draft resolution presented to this Assembly as
far back as 1958,2 I cannot agree. But I do agree that the

1 ~e Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Special
SeSSIon, Plenary Meetings, 4th meeting.

2 Ibid•• Thirteenth Session, Annexes, agenda items 64, 70 and 72,
document A/C.l/L.206.

14. Thirdly, we accept that peoples have a right to see Ito
their own security, but not in ways which seriously
threaten or endanger the security of others and contribute
to the insecuri ty of an.

17. Sixthly, our concero and our sense of human soli
darity is directed not to States only but to people as
individual human persons. We believe that there are certain
minimum requirements for human dignity which cut across
cultural differences and national- boundaries, and which
men and women everywhere are entitled to expect as of
right. In a world of such diversity it will take much patient
discussion and growth of undclrslanding in various bodies to
develop fuller agreement on these rights and on how they
are best given effect. But, in my view, we have already gone
well beyond the stage where anyone of us could claim that
the denial within our borders of a basic minimum of
individual human dignity is a wholly private matter and not
a legitimate concern of the whole international community.

12. First, we accept the fact that, though we are a small by our President, the Foreign Minister of the Federal
country, even distant problems and.con.flicts do concern us, Republic of Germany, Mr. Genscher {8th meeting,
because of a sense of human sohdanty and because we ptlras. J35-200/, and we share fully in those views.
know that many of the larger issues can be dealt with only -
on a global scale and by a common effort to which we all 20. Eighthly, we believe that, however regional organi·
contribute. zations or groups may evolve, we shall always have need of

a world organization to deal with world problems: the
political, economic and social problems of mankind as a
whole. The United Nations, together with the family. of
more specialized organizations which has grown around' it,
is such a body; and for all its faults it has already done
much, over more than 30 years, to promote that sense of
human solidarity which its Secretary-General has asked us
to show.

16. Fifthly, we believe that peoples of diverse outlook and
culture must be free to develop in accordance with their
own traditi?ns and their own understanding of their own
needs. The structure of relations between communities and
nations should be such as to help and promote this, and any
structures or practices which inhibit or prevent it must be
changed. But there can be no unifonn model for develop
ment, and the international community should not try to
impose one. Instead, it should promote conditions in which
each people can develop, in its diversity, to its full
potential.

13. Secondly, we reject relations based on domination by
anyone group over any other. Our aim, instead, ill to see
participation and co-operation take the place of domination
in every area of human life, and we have tried to act
accordingly ourselves.

15. Fourthly, we want to see the resources of our planet
shared more equitably and with due regard to the need for
conservation where they are limited. The conspicuous waste
which is a feature of some of the more advanced societies
not only should not but cannot be repeated on a world
scale.

18. Seventhly, we believe that progress can be made
towards a better world order and a greater sense of human
solidarity and interdependence where States of a particular
region with a common outlook come together in a regional
grouping 01' organization, provided that they also show a
sense of wider solidarity and concern extending beyond
their own group to humanity as a whole.

19. Ireland is one of the nine member States of the
European Economic Community and this helps us' to
extend and deepen our relations with other countries and
groups. The common viewpoint of the nine States on many
of the issues on the agenda was expressed here two days ago



13th meeting - 28 September 1978 205

l
,f
'\
!
!

i

30. The Secretary-General's call to all of us to show a
greater sense of human solidarity applies here with parti
cular force. The developed world must learn to accept
major changes because it is dangerous and wrong that the
international economic system should grossly undervalue
the productive output which the countries of the poorer
two-thirds of the world have to offer. The developing
countries, on the other hand, must accept that change will
have to be carefully made. The system may be unfair, even
perhaps grossly unfair, but it cannot be dismantled all at
once without the gravest damage to all. What is re.::,uired is a
genuine and urgent commitment to reform and a willing·
ness to co-operate and negotiate the major reforms which
are needed.

33. The developing countries, on the other hand, will, I
hope, be wise enough to see that their aim cannot and
should not be to recreate throughout the world that
profligate waste of resources which is a feature of present
day industriaJi~d societies. As I said earlier, the help which
I believe these developing countries need is help to create
conditions in their own societies which will be consistent
with the!r own aims and their own traditions; and which, I
hope', will show a greater respect than the industrialized
world has yet shown for the natural limits of the resources
and the environment of our small planet.

34. Economic and social development is but one aspect of
the wider question of the achievement of human rights
based on the acceptance of the dignity and worth of the
human person.

35. This year we celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

31. The developed countries are not themselves all of a
piece. There are countries like my own which, prosperous
as they are in proportion to the third world, are under
developed in many ways in comparison with their neigh
bours. As we rightly seek to develop our own economiee for
the benefit of our own people, we may have to face some
difficult choices. In some industries we may fmd ourselves
in competition with the more successful developing
countries as they seek to industrialize, and we may have to
weigh our international moral obligations very directly in
the balance against the immediate economic interests of our
own people. However, it must surely be recognized that it
would not be equitable that within the developed world the
main burden of the restructuring which is necessary should
fall on the weaker part of it.

32. Some industrially developed countries have in fact
opted out of their obligations. If we as a small and less
prosperous country with limited resources, which was itself
the subject of economic exploitation for so long, accept our
responsibility, we cannot agree that other more powerful
and technologically advanced countries should refuse to
do so.

voluntary renunciation of nuclear weapons by countries world established for itself and which now helps to sustain
such as my own which have signed the Treaty makes it all it. If interdependence and co-operation are to replace
the more incumbent on the nuclear Powers to take steps to domination in international life we need now a serious
limit the build-up of armaments. Moreover, the nuclear commitment by the developed world to accept significant
Powers should give clear and unambiguous guarantees not changes in the structures of international economic rela-
to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against non- tions, changes which can help to bring about a more just
nuclear-weapon States. Such guarantees should be in a form and equitable international economic order.
which does not undermine or substitute for the non
proliferation Treaty but rather helps to strengthen it and
promotes wider adherence to it as a treaty providing a
regime of universal nuclear responsibility.

26. But although we 3hould aim to divert resources from
armaments to development, the poorer countries of the
world simply cannot afford to wait until disarmament has
been achieved. It is questionable whether even diversion of
the whole of the world's expenditure on arms, vast as it is,
would be enough to meet what is urgently required.

27. The figures are startling. One quarter of the popula
tion of the earth controls 80 per cent of its h..~ome and
consumes 80 per cent of its protein. In contrast, 40 per
cent of the world's population are so poor that they hardly
even enter the world's economy as purchasers at all. The
poorer countries have only 7 per cent of the world's
industry, and more than half the output even of that
industry comes from five countries only.

25. Apart from the particular problem posed by nuclear
weapons, we have witnessed in the years since the Second
World War an ever-increasing build-up and spread of
so-called conventional weapons. The million~ of dead and
maimed in the many conflicts fought with conventional
weapons remind us that it is not just nuclear weapons
whose spread and use must be prevented. Moreover, it is a
scandal that countries whose people live in poverty should
be encouraged to buy arms and trained to use them against
their neighbours, whose people, though just as poor, have
been similarly armed and trained. The suffering of the poor
and the innocent should be alleviated by the financial
resources of the wealthy and powerful rather than aggra
vated by their destructive resources.

28. To the developed countries this huge disparity may
once have seemed to be due entirely to the superior skills or
abilities of their own peoples. It is clear, however, that, on
the contrary, this disparity is in very large part due to
distorted economic relations which have evolved over the
centuries. Apart from the,special case of oil, a study has
shown that the 12 major primary products, which brought
the developing countries about 80 per cent of their export
earnings, brought them a total income of $30 billion. Those
same commodities, when processed in the developed world,
were worth $200 billion, nearly seven times what the
developing countries earned by the sale of the raw
materials.

29. There is no evidence that either God or nature has
determined once and for all the relationship which should
exist between the price of goods processed or manufactured
in the developed world and the price which the primary
producing countries get for the raw materials. What has
determined the relationship is the emergence of a serious
structural imbalance in the world economy, Which had its
origin in the position of dominance which the developed
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44_ It is a cause of grave concern to my Government that
certain armed elements, supported from outside Lebanon,
continue to restrict the freedom of movement and the full
deployment of UNIFIL and likewise to resist the deploy
ment within Lebanon of properly constituted elements of
the Lebanese army. I would therefore appeal to all States
with influence in the area to ensure that all parties give
their full co-operation to UNIFIL so as to enable it to
discharge its mandate and contribute generally to peace in
the Middle East.

45.. In common with other members of the European
Cummunity we· continue to support the sovereignty,
mdependence and territorial integrity of the Lebanon. The
Lebanese situation is in itself inextricably linked with the
over-all problems of the Middle East, and a satisfactory
solution of Lebanon's problems reqUires progress towards a
general settlement in the Middle East.' .

46. Since the situation in the Middle East was last debated
in this ASilemhly there have been important developments.
Some of them seem to offer hope of progress towards a
stable and comprehensive. peace in that area. Others again
remind us just how complex and intractable the pr~blems

of that region are. .

47. Along with ou~ partners in the European Community
we commended. the courageous initiative taken by the
President of Egypt, Mr. EI-Sadat last year, and more
recently the important step taken at Camp David by the
President of the United States, Mr. Carter, President
EI-Sadat and the Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Begin.

36. Of course. those who drafted the Declaration knew
that it was only a beginning and that much further work
would be needed to develop in more detailed and specific
form the general principles which it set out. In the
intervening 30 years a great deal of work has been tackled
and a body of international law and practice on human
rights has been built up.

37. I should like to comment on just one aspect of recent
hum!lll rights deliberations in the United Nations system.

The Universal Declaration had, and continues to have. great 42. My Government has demonstrated its commitment by
moral force in the world. Its preamble and articles were a supplying over the years some 17.000 Irish soldiers to nine
source of enormous hope to those who had survived the different peace-keeping operations in turn, and this is from
terrors of totalitarianism and Vlorld war, and its emphasis a very small Irish permanent defence force. Over this past
on the dignity of the individual human being was widely year. United Nations peace-keeping activities have increased
welcomed. Many countries have now incorporated its both in scope and significance. In order to support
elements in their constitutions or basic laws, and it peace·keeping and the useful work of the United Nations
continues to provide an ideal for the aspirations of our Special Committee on Peace·keeping Operations, Ireland, in
citizens. common with its partners in the European Community,

believes that it would be useful if the General Assembly
were to adopt by general agreement a dec1araUon of
support for peace-keeping.

43. In keeping with our policy. Ireland in May of this year
sent a battalion to serve with UNIFlL. and we have recently
agreed to augment that force. We felt it our duty. and
indeed are proud, to contribute in a practical way to
making the United Nations more effective as an instrument
in the cause of peace and to help a troubled country. In its
first ~!x months UNIFIL has indeed achieved a great deal,
and in this context I should like to congratulate the
Secretary-General and the Force Commander, Major-General
E. A. Erskine, for their conduct of this operation, which
called f~r a high degree of courage, judgement and
resourcefulness. The Force has succeeded in exerting its
control over most of its area of operation and has
contributed to the achievement of peace and stability for
many of the people of that area. The Secretary-General has,
however, rightly pointed out that much remains to be done.
It is vital that UNIFIL be enabled to operate freely
throughout its entire area of operations, and that the
Lebanese Government should re-establish its authority in
southern Lebanon.

38. There is now wide agreement that situations which
demonstrate a consistent pattem of gross violations of
human rights are a proper matter for international concern
and are not within the exclusive domestic jurisdiction of
States. This agreement is reflected in the large majorities of
the General Assembly In recent years in condemning human
rights violations ill Chile and southern Africa. We welcome
this general agreement and would like to see it apply
consistently to the human rights problems everywhere.

39. There are obviously other countries where civil au
thorities deliberately and constantly repress basic rights,
even in defiance of their own publicly expressed and freely
accepted international commitments. These failures
threaten the process of detente and relaxation of world
tensions. in the interests of world peace. They must also
adversely affect the confidence and support of international
pub)': opinion, which is a highly important factor in this
process.

41. I said earlier that our aim was to strengthen the United
Nations so that it can become a better instrumen t for the
maintenance of peace and the promotion of justice. We
have always considered that if there is a role for other
nations in local or regional conflicts it is ideally exercised
not by direct intervention, but on behalf of the intema
tional community as a whole as part of a United Nations
peace-keeping operation.

40. At the United Nations we are now at the stage where
it is necessary to take every step open to us to establish and
confirm the international will to investigate consistent
patterns of gross human rights violations. An important
advance in this area occurred this year when agreement was
finally reached between the Government of Chile and the
Ad Hoc Working Group on the Situation of Human Rights
in Chile for the visit of members of the Working Group to
Chile in pursuance of General Assembly resolutions. We
await the report of that Group. On .the other hand, the
racist regime in South Africa continues to ignore our
consistent condemnations of apartheid and massive vio
lations of human rights in that region. My country utterly
abhors and rejects racism, and my delegation will play its
full part in our deliberations on this matter.
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56. The problem we face is that those who hold power in
South Africa and their supporters refuse to see the reality
of the world around them. How do we get them to open
their eyes'? Unfortunately I can see no sign that they are
prepared to make the fundamental changes in policy that
are required to avert disaster or, indeed, even to take the

3 Sec Official Records of rhe Securiry Council, Thirry-rhird Year,
Supplemenr .ror July, Augusr a.,d September 1978, document
S/12827.

4 Sce Officizl Records of rhe Gelleral Assembly, Thirry-secolld
Session, PlenalY Meerings, 20th meeting, paras. 43-47.

55. The root of the problems in southern Africa lies of
course in South Africa itself, in the policies of systematic
racial discrimination of apartheid. I do not propose to spell
out in detail my views on the apartheid system, which I
outlined to this Assembly last year.4 I would simply say in
summary that it is criminal because it condemns millions of
peoFle to a second-class existence within their owr.
country, to the destruction of their social and family life
and to oppression when they resist; it is hugely wasteful
because it deprives the country of the talents of many of its
most gifted citizens; it is disastrous because it is bound to
fail; and it is tragic because the descendants of those who
successfully fought for self-determination against the then
colonial Power now deny it to their fellows and claim to be
acting in the name of Christianity and as defenders of
Western civilization. I believe that we who hold these values
have a special responsibility to reject this claim. The reality
is that it is white South Africa that, in claiming to defend
these values, does them the greatest outrage.

54. In Namibia, we have in the past year had cause to
hope that, in contrast, concerted action by the inter
national community and by some of its members in
particular, would lead to a just and internationally accepta·
ble solution. The five Western members of the Security
Council demonstrated by their efforts their commitment to
peaceful change and acceptance of a responsibility to
ensure the exercise of self-determination in Namibia. The
Presidents of the front-line States, accepting the good faith
behind these efforts, worked unceasingly to ensure their
success. The South West Africa People's Organization
/SWAPOj put aside its justifiable suspicions of South
Africa. South Africa appeared to demonstrate a new
realism. It is n grievous clicappointment then that South
Africa has drawn back by rejecting the Secretary-General's
detailed proposals3 • I am convinced that pressure on South
Africa to change its mind must be maintained and that the
South African Government should be left in no doubt as to
the very serious consequences that will ensue if it further
resists the will of the international community on this issue,
in which the United Nations has a very particular involve
ment.

52. The unfinished business in southern Africa remains
one of the most likely causes of serious international
tension today. The damage to Africa's development and the
diversion of resources that stem from these unresolved
issues are very great. The injustice of domination by one
human group over another, the consequent instability and
the dangers inherent in delay in resolving such issues are
nowhere more evident than in southern Africa.

53. The folly of the white minority regime in Rhodesia in
trying to maintain its rule by excluding the majOljty from
any effective participation in government is clear for all to
see. The consequences of allowing a situation to drift for
too long, and a lack of zeal in carrying policies through, are

50. I have recently had the opportunity to learn :it first
hand in Africa the views of some African leaders, both in
regard to the development of their own countries and in
regard to wider political issues. It was made clear to me that
the desire of Africans today is to create their own
structures of society best fitted for African needs, drawing
on and developing their own traditions, while accepting
what seems valuable from outside. Africans wish, in other
words, to be masters of their own destiny, and look to
others to co·operate with them in this task, both economic
ally and politically.

51. It is also plain that the wish of African States to assert
their own individuality has not lessened their willingness to
work together in the Organization of African Unity IOAUJ
and to co-operate at the world level in the United Nations.
The high hopes for African unity and the OAU may not
always have been fulfilled. It is not realistic to expect that
all of Africa's problems, whether indigenous to the con
tinent or bequeathed by colonial rule, can be easily or
quickly overcome, but we support the desire of African
States to seek African solutions for African problems. We in
Europe know only too well how long it takes to create
structures to enable us to pursue common interests and
concerns together, despite all that we havf in common, and
indeed those structures that we have are as yet only partial.

49. In our view such a settlement should start from
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)
and should also take full account of the principles which
the member States of the Community, Including Ireland,
set out In the statement on the Middle East made by their
Heads of Government and Foreign Ministers at the
European Council meeting In London on 29 June 1977. In
particular, as we have made clear, there should be accept
ance of the rights of all States in the area to live within
secure, recognized and adequately guaranteed boundaries;
and there must be respect for the legitimate rights of the
Palestinians, which would include their right to participate
in the determination of their own future and would take
into account also their right to a homeland. I sincerely hope
that what has been done may become a beginning on the
difficult road toward such a settlement.

48. It Is our hope that all of these efforts wiillead in time evident. A renewed effort must be made to bring all parties
to a just. stable and comprehensive settlement which will to the conflict In Zimbabwe together. so that the transfer
take account of all aspects of a difficult and complex of power to the majority may take place peacefully. The
problem. Such a settlement In our view will require careful alternative Is a continued and agonizing struggle which will
and patient negotiation; and It must involve all of the bring further suffering and misery to all races in Zimbabwe
parties and respect the rights of all of the parties. and risk a wider conflict that will engulf surrounding

countries. ireland will continue to Implement the sanctions
which were Imposed by the Security Council to bring
effective pressure on the Smith regime to negotiate on a
realistic basis.
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63. We have always believed that it would be in the
interests of all of the people of Ireland and of good
relations between the Irish and United Kingdom Govern
ments if the people of Ireland were to come together by
consent, by negotiation and under agreed structures.
Without taking from the rights Qf the majority in Northern
Ireland, we would hope to persuade the United Kingdom
Government also of this point of view, so that a should
indicate its interest in the unity of Ireland by agreement, in
independence, and in a harmonious relationship between
the two islands.

64. As we move into a new era of confidence and
opportunity, both within Ireland and internationally, I am
cc~vinced that we will be able to reassess the relationships
ant' attitudes which we have inherited from history an(l.
whkh in the past have be~n a source of tension and
conflict.

66. Here before our brother nations, I want to tell our
brother Irishmen of old traditions--that we respect their
past and have confidence in their future.

65. This reconciliation that we hope to see in the island of
Ireland would release new energies and open up new
opportunities in a new and changing international economic
environment. Our belief is that we can share a bright and
hopeful future in Ireland and that in so sh2."'ing we would
all be enriched and be a~le to play a fuller part inter-
nationally. "

69. Mr..KUSUMAATMAD~A (Indonesia): Mr. President,
the annals of United Nations history show a long list of
distinguished representatives of the Latin American group
of nations who have made important contributions to the
progress and development of our Organization. The current
session of the Assembly has now, by electing you as its
President, added another eminent name to that already
impressive list. Your election, Sir, is indeed a manifestation
of our high esteem for your outstanding qualities as a
statesman and scholar, and this Assembly should indeed

67. While the problems of Northern Ireland have been
acute they can scarcely compare with the terrible human
problems that have persisted elsewhere. I know that many
people from all parts of Ireland are engaged in unselfish
service-in develophg countries~ It seems essential, then, that
we should fmd new political understanding to encourage
that service.

68. The voice of my Government is heard in the European
Community, at these United Nations.. and in our relations
with these developing countries. We believe that the voice
of Ireland will be all th~ more persuasive when, as we hope,
it speaks on behalf of the people of the whole island of
Ireland with their agreement and consent.

first step down such a road. No one should pretend that ant' co.operatio!!. In dealing with problems of divided
constructing a multiracial society is an easy task, but the corn l1unities anywhere, what is necessary is to build trust
longer it is postponed the more difficult it becomes and the and reconciliation on a basis of respect for n diversity of
greater the likelihood of violence. My Government is traditions and outlook. In such cases, reconciliation can be
therefore fully convinced that co·ordinated outside pressure promoted and encouraged by political institutions which
on South Africa is required to bring It to change its policies. are broad and generous enough to take account of differing
We are determined to play an active part, both here in the aspirations while expressing and promoting common
United Nations and with our partners in the European interests.
Community, in the formulation and implementation of
effective international measures to this end.

57. In the meantime the world also has a responsibility to
show its concern in a practical way for those who suffer
under the apartheid system and to support the United
Nations funds for this purpose, particularly in this Inter
national Anti-Apartheid Year. The South African Govern
ment should, as this Assembly has so often requested,
release those imprisoned solely for opposition to its
apartheid laws-such as, for example, the young Christian
workers recently arrested-and it should refrain from
actions, such as the proposed execution of Solomon
Mahlangu, which can only serve further to embitter the
situation.

59. This year, I am pleased to be able to bring to this
Assembly a message of greater hope about Northern
Ireland It is true that it is violence generally which makes
headlines. in the world press. But it i3 important to look
beyond the headlines to the fact that, in Northern heland,
violence is now clearly seen as futile, and that it is rejected
and repudiated by all except a tiny minority.

60. There are signs of new thinking on the part of all of
those concerned with this problem-within Northern
Ireland itself, in the island ofIreland as a whole, and in the
United Kingdom, with which, on this difficult subject, my
GOvernment has regular and close consultation. The new
thinking and the hope to which I referred derive in part
from progress and new developments in Ireland. Today the
Republic has one of the' fastest growing economies in
Western Europe. The problems of inflation and unemploy
ment are being brought under control.

58. Finally, I should like to report to this Assembly, as
successive Irish Foreign Ministers have done, on a problem
of direct concern to us: that of Northern Ireland. I think it
is important because for this Organization to maintain its
credibility each of us must be ready to accept, in the case
of problems which involve our own direct interests, the
standards of conduct which we want to see applied to
problems in which we are not directly involved.

61. Now that both parts of the island are within the
Europtlan Economic Community, we have become more
conscious than ever of the extent to which the problems
..d opportunities: we: face are similar in both parts of the
island. There is a new mood which recognizes that on many
questions-we have common interests which are best pursued
in common. My Government would like to· ensure that
them is: a clear awareness_ abroad of this new mood and of
the:ne,w possibilities-in Ireland.

62. I ~tressed at theoutset of this statement my belief that
mationsbasedon:domination orfear of domination by any
one: group: over-anyothermust be replaced "by participation

--- ~--~--
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congratulate itself for having you to guide its deliberations.

My delegation would like to assure you of our full

co-operation in the execution of the tasks entrusted to you

In your high office.

70. With one regular session of the General Assembly and

no less than three special sessions, the past year has indeed

been a highly active and demanding one, not only for the

Members of the Organization but particularly so for the

outgoing President, Mr. Lazar Mojsov of Yugoslavia, who

has discharged his responsibilities with great skill, patience

and leadership, and has contributed substantially to what·

ever has been achieved during the past year. Mr. Mojsov's

contributions will long be remembered with great apprecia·

tion by all who participated in those sessions.

71. As we enter the final decades of this century, we find

ourselves at a crucial juncture in history. This is a time of

rapid and often baffling changes, coupled with ~trenuous

efforts for adjustment. It is a time of anxiety and

disorientation, on the one hand, and opportunity and hope,

on the other. In the midst of all this upheaval, the United

Nations has not remained static; it has grown in size and

complexity, and expanded its activities.

72. The growth of the United Nations towards universality

was given additional emphasis by the accession of Solomon

ISlands to membership in our Organization. Indonesia

would like to congratulate the people of Solomon Isllmds

once again on the attainment of their independence and

warmly welcome them to membership In the United

Nations. Solomon Islands is one of our close neighbours In

the south-west Pacific and we look forward to mutually

fruitful co-operation between our two countries within and

outside the United Nations system.

73. In the face of the rapidly changing world situation and

the ever-increasing political and economic problems that

the Organization is called upon to solve, the present

machinery of the United Nations has often proved less than

adequate. While recogI';zing the short-eomings of our

Organization, I would be the last to say that it is nothing

but a list of unsolved problems; nobody can deny that the

United Nations has its problems, but it is far from being a

failure. Apart from its role in peace-keeping in various parts

of the world, mention must be made of the numerous

achievements of the United Nations in the field of

peace-building, especially its operational activities for

development. None the less the fact remains that it is time

to undertake concerted and comprehensive efforts towards

adapting the United Nations to the 'increasingly heavy

demands placed upon it.

74. As we begin the work of another session we find

ourselves confronted by many lingering problems and the

sudden re-emergence of old issues long thought to have

been resolved. The general feeling that 1978 could be a year

of progress in such crucial areas as the Middle East,

southern Africa, the inlplementation of the New Inter

national Economic Order, and negotiations on the law of

the sea has not been fully realized as yet. Although some

progress has been made, further delay in solving those and

other problems not only makes rmding solutions to them

more difficult, but could also create serious consequences

for the international community.

75. At the same time we cannot but view with dismay

additional problems which have recently reappeared on the

international horizon, such as the revival of bloc politics.

the deterioration of detente and the return of certaln

aspects of the cold war. In short, the internatiolla! situation

today is fraught with grave uncertainties, thereby threat

ening the already fragile structure of international peace

and security. In that light my delegation would like to

underline the efforts of tlte non-aligned movement to

overcome bloc divisions and to help create conditions more

conducive to international peace, security, and general

progress, as was again manifested by the results of the

Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned

Countries held in Belgrade last July. The important

contribution of the movement in convening the tenth

special session, which was devoted to disarmament, and the

results achieved at the session also merit mention.

76. The resurgence of a situation of conflict and tension in

South·East Asia is a matter of grave concern to the region,

which for more than one generation has heen plagued by

terrible bloodshed and immense suffering caused by a war

Inflicted upon it by outside Powers. After a short-lived

peace another conflict has now emerged, this time between

sume countries in the region itself. It is in the interests of

all nations in the region that peace should soon be restored

so tliat they can devote their efforts to the task of national

reconstruction and development.

77. It is my Government's sincere hopp, that all the nations

in South-East Asia will soon be able to join hands in

building a stable and peaceful region, in an atmosphere of

peace, free from foreign interference and free from great

Power rivalry, so as to allow their peoples to progress

together in freedom, dignity and common prosperity.

78. The South-East Asian scene is fortunately charac

terized not only by conflict but by other more propitious

developments li:s well. The efforts of the Association of

South-East Asian Nations [ASEANJ to establish a firm

foundation for common action to accelerate economic

growth, social progress and cultural development L'l its

member COJntries have met with a large measure of success.

ASEAN can now cu with justification that it has become

a constructive force in the region_ It has emerged as a

dynamic entity which strives for peace, prosperity and

stability, capable of opening new horizons for South-East

Asia and the world at large.

79. The most important objective of ASEAN is the

attainment and preservation of peace and stability in the

area as a prerequisite for a continued and unhampered

process of development in the region. It is within that

framework that ASEAN member countries have reaffirmed

their determination to continue their efforts towards

establishing a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality in

South-East Asia. "fhey have extended their hands L1.

friendship and for mutually beneficial co-operation to their

neighbours in the region.

80. The Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of

Peace was an important step in our efforts to reduce

great-Power rivalry and tension in the various regions of the

world. Since its adoption in 1971 [resolution
2832 (XXVI)I the Declaration has received growi!ii..sup-
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port from the Members of the United Nations. To our
regret, however, no progress has been made towards its
realization. Indonesia will continue to participate in the
efforts made to achieve the implementation of that
Declaration.

81. The tenth special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament drew international attention to the
problems of disarmament and reflected the desire of the
international community to undertake measures through
the United Nations to halt the arms race and to initiate the
process of genuine disarmament.

82. As the Final Document of that session {resolution
S-lO/2j makes clear, mankind is confronted with a choice;
either we halt the arms race and proceed to disarmament or
we face total annihilation. It is nuclear weapons that pose
the greatest danger to mankind and to the survival of
civilization. Therefore, the immediate goal is the .:essation
of the nuclear-arms race and the beginning of effective
measures aimed at nuclear disarmament. Efforts must be
intensified at the current negotiations to achieve the
complete cessation of the testing of nuclear weapons. The
resolution of these issues by the newly-constituted Com
mittee on Disarmament, with the participation of all
nuclear Powers, would contribute significantly towards
solving other issues of nuclear disarmament and arms
control. At the same time that ·.yould pave the way towards
establishing control of conventional arms which have lately
become increasingly sophisticated and lethal and approach
the destructive capacity of nuclear weapOl1S.

83. In considering questions related to disarmament, we
~.hould be mindful not onl:;' of the physical and spatial
aspects of the problem, but also of motivational ones. It
will be necessary also to focus our attention on the'
fundamental issues concerning the resolution of human
conflicts. Through such an integrated approach, the process
of disarmament can be dealt with in several of its aspects.

84. The situation prevailing in the Middle East still
remains dangerous and highly explosive, posing' a serious
threat to international peace' and security. That state of
affairs is due to the persistence of lsrael in its flagrant"
denial of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people as
recognized by the United Nations.

8S. It is my Government's established position that the
question of Palestine constitutes the core of the Middle
East problem. There can be no just and lasting peace in the
Middle East unless the Palestinian people can exercise their
legitimate rights, including the right to return to their
homeland and their right to self-determination and to
establish a national State. In that respect, my delegation
strongly supports the recommendations of the Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People {see A/33/35]. It is regrettable that the Security
Council did not endorse them.

86. An additional problem of concern to many members
of the international community is the status of the Holy
City of Jerusalem, as well as the status of the holy shrines
in Palestine. Because of its significance to three major world
religions, Israel must respect the religious lUid historical
status of the Holy City as well as its special characteristics.
Jerusalem must be restored to Arab Islamic custody.

87. As regards the Cyprus question, my delegation hopes
that an acceptable settlement will result from negotiations
which recognize the legitimate aspirations of the two
communities. We further hope that renewed efforts can be
made towards the achievement of a peaceful settlement
that would preserve the territorial integrity and indepen
dence of Cyprus as a non-aligned country in which the two
communities can live together in peace and harmony.

88. The situation in Namibia continues to warrant our
grave concern. Our hope that at last the Namihiar. question
was within sight of a peaceful solution appear~ to have been
premature. South Africa's rejection of the United Nations
plan for the independence of Namibia is another in a long
series of condemnable acts by the Pretoria regime aimed at
frustrating the achievement of genuine independence by the
people of Nmnibia. My delegation condemns this act of
South Africa aimed at nullifying the progress made by the
United Nations so that it can continue its domination and
exploitation of the T€iiritory. Indonesia will continue to
support the· struggle of the N.wibian people, of which
SWAPO is the authentic representative, for sovereignty and
independence within the entire Territory of South West
Africa, including Walvis Bay.

89. Equally disturbing is the worsening situation in Zim
babwe, where the illegal Smith regime remains adamant in
the face of the changing realities in that territory. It is in
this light that I reiterate Indonesia's suppo_i for Security
Council resolution 423 (l978)-endorsed by the OAU, the
front-line States and the Patriotic Front-condemning the
so-called internal settlement. The settlement of the problem
of Zimbabwe should be based on the relevant Ut:tited
Nations resolutions, which provide for free and impartial
elections on the basis of universal suffrage, United Nations
supervision of such elections and the participation in them
of all groups. In this context I should like to call upon the
international community to tighten and expand existing
economic sanctions in force against the Smith regime. I
should also like to remind the international community
that the struggle in Zimbabwe has forced thousands of
people in that Territory to flee to the jiurrounding States, a
fact that has created fmancial hardships for the States
bordering Zimbabwe.

90. Thp. situation in.South Africa has continued to worsen
as the apartheid regime in Pretoria has continued to carry
out its policy of institutionalized racism. Indonesia would
like to reaffirm on';e again its support for the people of
South Africa in tl-.;ir fight for their right to self-determina
tion and ?g!!ir.", apartheid. Indonesia supports any and all
positive ster~ directed at the isolation of the Pretoria
regiJ'le-ir particular, arms and economic embargoes. My
delegation calls upon South Africa to cease all persecution
of opponents of its apartheid policy. Furthermore,
Indonesia would like to reaffirm its support for the United
Nations Trust Fund for South"Africa.

. .

91. The Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea constitutes one of the most delicate and complex
international endeavpurs yet undertaken. The Conference's
mandate is to lay down a new and just international legal
order of the oceans to be contained in one comprehensive
convention. Indonesia, as an archipelagic State, situated at
the cross·roads between two continents and two oceans,
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6 United Nations Negotiating .Conference on a Common Fund

under the Integrated Programme for Commodities.

99. We are heartened to note that this con,::ern is shared

by a large number of countries in the United {·,jations. We

are on the threshold of important negotiations which will

have a critical bearing on our endeavours towards the

successful creation of a more just and equitable world

economEc order. The UNCTAD negotiating conference on

the common fund6 will be resumed shortly,. and the

multilateral trade negotiations have reached their final

stages. It is of vital importance. that these negotiations be

concluded successfully in order to bring about a substantial

improvement in the international trade of fue developing

countries. The successful conclusion of these negotiations

would not only facilitate the work of the forthcoming fifth

session of UNCTAD in Manila in May 1979 but would also

have a very positive impact on its outcome and on the

North·South dialogue in general.

100. Other important tasks that immediately lie alnead of

us are, among others, the preparation of the forthcoming

United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for

Development, to be held in Vienna in 1979, and the further

preparation and elaboration of the new international

development strategy which will. impinge on our efforts to

realize the New International. Economic Order. While much

97. We are witnessing a slowing down in world economic

activities and world trade along with the re-emergence of

protectionist policies in some major industrialized coun·

tries. These inward·looking policies have rendered the

process of negotiation more difficult and made the attain·

ment of the goals of nego 'ations set out at the seventh

special session elusive.

98. It was therefore with a particular sense of disappoint·

ment and genuine concern that we noted the failure of the

resumed session of the Committee Established under

General Assembly Resolution 32/174, also known as the

Committee of the Whole, to agree on the mandate and the

functions of the Committee, which has precluded its

finalizing its work in the area of the transfer of resources.

My delegation would like to reaffirm the importance it

attaches to the involvement of the United Nations system

in the negotiations on economic issues of a global nature

and the need for providing them with a central body which

would serve as a negotiating body for the adoption of

guidelines on central policy issues and the achievement of

agreement on the resolution of fundamental and crucial

issues related to international e!:onomic relations. It is our

earnest hope that the General Assembly will be in a

position to confirm in iUl unambiguous manner the right of

the Committee to negotiate with a view to reaching

agreements without in any way pre-empting the functions

of other United Nations bodies. The supremacy of the

United Nations ,system in regard to all negotiations relating

to the establishment of the New International Economic

Order should also be affirmed.

93. My delegation wishes to express its full support for the

statement made by the Chairman of the Group of 77 during

the last session of the Conference concerning unilateral

legislation on the exploitation of deep sea·bed resources,s

because such an attempt would only jeopardize the

conclusion of the convention as a whole.

attaches great importance to the successful outcome of the meagre and limited results. While there has been a growing

Conference. realization of the interdependence and mutuality of interest

and the need for structural changes, this has not been

matched by commensurate practical action on the part of

the developed countries.92. The seventh session of the Conference ended a few

weeks ago. Since the second session in Caracas in 1974,

results have on the whole been positive, and significant

progress has been made in many areas. Of course, certain

hard·core issues have yet to be resolved, and we hope that

the forthcoming session, to be held in Geneva next year,

will complete the informal negotiations in order that we

may proceed with a formal text.

5 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference Of:

the Law of the Sea, vo!. IX (United Nations publication, Sales

No. E.79~V.3), 109th plenary meeting.

95. It has become a trwsm that the changes and portents

that beset the world's political sphere will affect in an equal

manner the world's economic scene. In view of the

interrelationship and interplay of major global problems,

there can be no lasting peace so long as economic

imbalances and injustices prevail. The challenge of redress

ing these injustices has become a task of urgent relevance,

since it will have a critical bearing on the fate of mankind.

96. The world has come to realize that the demands of

equity and justice require fundamental changes in the

international economic system to asSUre the developing

countries of fuller participation in international economic

activity and an equitable share of its benefits. This

perception found its expression in the Declaration and

Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New

International Economic Order adopted at the sixth special

session of the General Assembly {resolutions 3201 (S-VI)

and 3202 (S- VI)]. For more than four years the inter

national community has been engaged in negotiations

concerning the fundamental restructuring of international

economic relations. These negotiations have produced only

94. As the work of the Conference on the Law of the Sea

is nearing its final stages, the time has now come to give

more serious attention to the problems relating to outer

space. In the context of rapidly developing technology, the

peaceful uses of outer space have assumed growing impor·

tance against the background of increased activities and

continued advances in the exploration of outer space.

Several of these activities have extended the frontiers of

spaCe. This has resulted in a numoer of problems with

far·reaching implications for the international community.

Among them is the question of geostationary orbits, which

ar~ of great importance not only to space Powers but also

to the equatorial and other States. While progress has been

achieved in some areas, agreement on other outstanding

issues has continued to elude us. Indonesia regards inter·

national co-operation as the only way to promote the

peaceful uses of space and space technology and an

enhanced role for the Unite~ Nations as the focal·point of

such co·operation.
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of the substance and approach of the previous strategy
remains valid, the new strategy should have as its con
ceptual framework the establishment of the New Inter
national Economic Order and the promotion of collective
self-reliance.

101. It is our strong belief that the United Nations is, with
all its present inadequacies, still the only Organization
which can bring peace, prosperity and progress in our
present-day imperfect world. For this purpose the entire
membership of the United Nations should unite its efforts
towards making the Organization a more effective vehicle
for the pursuit of our common purposes and for keeping
alive our faith in a better future for mankind.

102. Mr. ANDREI (Romania) (interpretation from
French): Fi1St of all, may i express to you, Sir, my great
pleasure in extending to you, on behalf of the Romanian
delegation, our warm congratdations on the occasion of
your election as President of the thirty-third session of the
United Nations General Assembly. We greet in your person
a distinguished representative of friendly Colombia, a
country with which Rom!ll.ia is so felicitously developing
close relations of co-operation.

103. The current session of the General Assembly is called
upon to consider issues of major importance for inter
national life and to open up new prospects for the
strengthening of peace, co·operation and security in the
world, and for the solution of major problems confronting
mankind today with the participation, on an equLl Loting,
of all States_

104. The problems of peace, security and international
co-operation, the establishment of new, democratic rela
tions among States and the strengthening the role of the
United Nations occupy a central place in the political
thinking and prodigious international activity of the
President of Romania, Nicolae Ceausescu. The attention
and particular interest of the President of Romania in the
problems that now confront. the world community of
States have found new expression in the speech he delivered
at the beginning of the month of' August. That is a'
document which expresses the very essence of the whole
international policy of my country.

105. The foreign policy of Romania stems from the very
nature of the socialist society, to the building of which the
entire people are devoting their best efforts. It is consistent
with the general development needs of the country bn the
path of economic and social progress ar,d of the building of
the multilaterally developed socialist society. Based on the
permanent concern for defending and strengthening its
sovereignty and independence as fundamental factors of its
progress, our foreign policy at the same time attests to our
devotion to the cause of freedom and equality of peoples
and of peace, friendship and co-operation among all
nations.

106. As a sociiilist country, Romania naturally develops
pOlitical, economic, techitical, scientific and cultural rela
tions with all socialist countries and actively co-operates
with those countries both bilaterally and in international
life. That serves both the interests of our peoples and those
of the general caUSe of peace, security and socialism all over

the world. At the same time, the relations of friendship,
co·operation and solidarity between Romania and the
developing countries and the non-aligned States are expand
ing constantly. In the spirit of the principles of peaceful
coexistence, Romania is developing relations with all the
States of the world, irrespective of their social system, and
takes an active part in the international division of labour,
as well as in the world-wide exchange of material and
spiritual assets.

107. A particularly important role in the development of
the international activities and relations of my country was
played by the visits and talks that the President of the
Republic had with Heads of State and Government, and
political leaders from many countries, as well as by the
agreements reached on those occasions which laid down
solid foundations for Romania's relations with the respec
tive countries.

108. Romania consistently places at the basis of its
relations with all States the principles of full equality of
rights, respect for national independence and sovereignty,
non·interference in domestic affairs, non-use of force or
threat of force, and the safeguarding of every people's right
to independent development according to its own will and
aspirations. We hold the view that it is only on the basis of
those principles that relations of a new type, of peaceful
and equal co-operation among States, can be achieved. It is
only ('n such grounds that confidence and stability in
international life and peace and security in the world can be
assured. That is why it is imperative that the United
Nations and all States act with a sense of high responsibility
for a wide international recognition and full observance of
those principles.

109. In evaluating the international situation, my country
proceeds from the fact that profound political, economic,
social and national changes are continuing to take place in
the world. A new impetus has been given to the will and
struggle of peoples for freedom and independence, for the
complete liquidation of the old imperialist, colonialist and
neo-colonialist policy of domination, aggression and diktat,
for becoming masters of their natural resources and of their
own destiny, for ensuring a free and independent economic
and social development t:.nd for the establishment of a new
world economic and political order. At the same time we
witness a sharpening of contradictions in internatkmallife,
the intensification of tendencies towards a redivision of
spheres of influence, a strengthening of domination in
various parta of the world and of interference in the
domestic affairs of other States. We witnessed'recently the
intensification of tendencies towards the use of force and
of military ways to promote domination to obtain and
consolidate zones of influence. We have witnessed also the
intensification of tendencies to use economic means, in
varioc3 forms, for strengthening the domination of monop
olies and multinational corporations and fOf consolidating
the influence of certain States In various regions of the
world. Prote(;tionist, restrictive measures which create
obstacles to economic exchanges and co-operation among
States have multipliea and thus have negatively affected the
normal course of international relations.

110. Romania deems that those negative trends and
phenomena in international life constitute a serious threat
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116. We are, all of us, in agreement that one of the

fundamental problems of mankind, upon the solution of

which depends the very peace and security of the world, is

the eradication of under-development, and the building of a

new international economic order that could ensure the

establishment of relations of eqUitable co-operation among

all States, stimulate the more rapid development of less

developed countries and further the economic, techno10gi·

cal and social progress of mankind as a whole.

117: Therefore, Romania attaches great importance to the

intensification of international efforts aimed at the achieve

ment of this objective. The Romanian Government deems

that the forthcoming special session of the General

Assembly of the United Nations in 1980 devoted to the

new international economic order should adopt a clear

strategy for development to be elaborated wi~" the partici

pation of all States and to include principles, f.(uidei.>les and

ways for the elimination of under-development and of the

serious delays in the development of some countries, and

for the establishment of international relations of a new

type based on full equality and equity. We consider that

even at the current session of the General Assembly we

should agree upon ,ways and means for the preparation and

work of the special session, including the beginning of the

elaboration of the documents that will be submitted frJI

discussion. With the special session in view, it b~~imes

necessary for the developing countri~s, which have 151ayed

and ,,:,i continue to play a role of primary importance in

the effori~ to establish a new international economic order.

to strengthen their unity of action, to co-operate more

closely in this s~nse and to agree upon wodding out a clear

concept and a programme of concrete measures.

118. As a socialist country and at tt'le same time as a

member of the Group of 77, Romania is determined to

contrib.de actively, together with th.e other developing

countries and with all countries, to the thorough and

adequate preparation of the special session so that the latter

may give a strong impetus to the efforts at liquidating

under-development and at establishing equitable economic

relations. '

119. We attach particnlat importance to measures

intended to establish a more eqUitable proportion between

the prices of industrial products and those of raw materials

and to open unrestricted access to science and modem

technology with a view to accelerating the progress of

economically retarded countries. As initiator and host

country of the European regional preparatory conference,

Romania will fully contribute in the fUiure as well to the

adoption of such measures at the United Nations Con

ference on Science and Technology for Development,

which is to take place in 1979.

120. As a European country, Romania attaches particular

importance to the achievement of security and the develop·

ment of co-operation on the continent of Europe, and to

the furtherance of the implementation of the commitments

assumed under the Helsinki Final Act.8 Taking 'into

to thr. independence and sovereignty of peoples, generate economic and social development of every nation, to

and maintain situations of tension and conflict, aggravate permit more rapid progress in the developing countries.

the state of insecurity and instability in relations among

States, and endanger the peace and security of all mankind.

These trends confiml that the detente in intemational

relations which began to take shape during the last several

years is extremely fragile and i~ still in an incipient stage.

111. That is why Romania thinks that no effort should be

spared at this moment to lessen tensions in international

life, and that all States and the United Nations must act for

the political solution of all disputes, completely renouncing

the policy of force and interference in whatever form in the

domestic affairs of other States, and for the firm promotion

of the policy of detente, peace, co-operation and security in

the world.

113., This year Romania took an active part in the tenth

special session, devoted to disai111anlent, and considers that

its results are positive. Romania believes that it is now

esser,~i:Jl that responsible action be taken to start imple

menting the recommendations and measures envisaged in

the Final Document [resolution 8-1O/2J.

115. The supreme interests of the peoples require that

disarmament measures should be firmly carried out, that

firm commitments not to use nuclear wl'lapons and" in

general, not to use force against the non-nUClear-weapon

States should be made. Considering that this is a major duty

of the United Nations and of all States, Romania is firmly

determined to spare no effort to bring about general

disarmament and, first of all, nuclear disarmament; the

reduction of military budgets, armaments and troops; and

the allocation of part of the funds wasted on arms to the

114. While again affirming the proposals contained in the

document subntitted by Romania to the special session,7

we consider it necessary that the new United NatL"'s

bodies for deliberation and negotiation, namely, the L.J

armament Commission and the Committee on Disarma

ment, should examine with the utmost care the opinions,

suggestions and proposals submitted by various States.

These constitute, on the whole, an important gource of

ideas and measures whose implementation could bring the

disarmament process out of its impasse. It is imperative that

the activity of these bodies be firmly oriented towards

negotiating and concluding comprehensive agreements

establishing concrete measures able to bring about the

reduction of military expenditures and the cessation of the

production of new weapons, both nuclear and conven

tional, thus creating conditions for starting the disarma

ment process and, first of all, that of nuclear disarmament

under an adequate international control. .'

112. One of the cardinal problems of mankind-namely,

general disarmament, and in the first place nuclear disar.:;a

ment-has figured for m<lny years on tht:; agenda of the

Assembly. This reflects the apprehensions of mankind

about the unabated arms race and points to the responsi

bility of the United N&tions to save mankind from the

nightmare of a new world conflagration.

basis of its
1equality of
sovereignty,
of force or

leople's right
Dwn will and
n the basis of
, of peaceful
lchieved. It is

stability in
world can be
the United

responsibility
lbservance of

f friendship,
lia and the
; are expand-
of peaceful
with all the
system, and

In of labour,
naterial and

relopment of
country was

:ident of the
mment, and
III as by the
:h laid down
h the respec-

, my country
ill, economic,
take place in
. the will and
ence, for the
llonialist and
In and diktat,
s and of their
ent economic
lent ofa new
:anle time we
rnatkmallife,
redivision of
Dmination in
rence in the
[, recently the
of force and

1 obtain and
lssed also the
tic means, in
Dn ofmonop
consolidating
egions of the
which create
ration anlong
f affected the

trends and
serious threat 7 Sec document A/S-IO/AC.!/23.

8 Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in

Europe, signed at Helsinki on 1 August 1975.

.'



General Assembly - Thirty-third Session - Plenary Meetings214

account that the Belgrade review session ended with
unsatisfactory results, it is necessary for all States that
participated in the Conference on Security and Co-opera
tion in Europe to intensify their activity with a view to
developing relations in the economic, scientific, technical,
cultural and other fields, anll to improving the political
climate on the continent. Since Europe is the area in which
the most powerful military forces in the world, including
nuclear armaments, are at present concentrated, it is
particularly necess,ary to proceed to take concrete and
effective measures for reducing armaments and troops, for
achieving military dis'mgagement and disarmament, without
which it is not possible iD guarantee peace and achieve
security in Emope and elsewhere in the world.

121. In this spirit, we consider that all attention should be
focused on the thorough preparation of the next session of
the Conference, to be held in Madrid in 1980, which should
live up to the expectations of the peoples and lead to the
adoption of measures capable of ensuring the acceleration
of the process of detente, security and co-operation in
Europe.

122. In the process of achieving security and developing
co-operation, we attach particular importance to the
transformation of the Balkans, and other areas of the
continent, into zones of peace, understanding and good
neighbourliness, without nuclear weapons. As a Balkan
country, Romania pays steadfast attention to, and acts
constantly for, the development of bilateral and multi
lateral co-operation bc;tween the Balkan countries and the
strengthening of peace in that region.

123. With regard to the situation in Cyprus, we advocate a
political settlement of the conflict by negotiations between
the representatives of the two communities on the basis of
respect for the independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Cyprus, which would ensure
the peaceful coexistence and co-operation of the two
communities.

124. As is known, Romania is consistently in favour of the
political settlement by negotiations of all litigious inter
national problems, since it is convinced that this is the only
way to avoid the aggravation and extension of conflicts and
to find solutions acceptable to all States concerned. It is
our considered view that the United Nations and all States
must act with determination for tile elimination of force
from international relations and for the peaceful settle
ment, by way of negotiations, of any dispute between
States.

125. Being situated as it is in the immediate proximity of
the Middle East, Romania is directly interested in the
achievement of a just and lasting peace in that area of the
world. In this spirit, Romania has consistently called, and
continues to call, for a political settlement, through
negotiations, of the Middle East conflict, which would
ensure the withdrawal of Israel from the Arab territories
occupied as a result of the war of 1967, the solution of the
problem of the' Palestinian people, the recognition of its
right to self-determination, bcluding the establishment of
an independent Palestinian State, and respect for the
integrity and sovereignty of all States in the area. In our

view, in order to make progress towards the effective and
judicious solution of all Middle East problems and to
achieve a comprehensive settlement, it is now necessary to
carry out negotiations, with the full support and active
participation of the United Nations. The participants in
such negotiations would consist of Egypt, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Jordan, Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation Organ
ization as the legitimate and recognized representative of
the Palestinian people, Israel, and the Co-Chairmen of the
Geneva Peace Conference on the Middle East-the Soviet
Union and the United States-together with other States
wishing to contribute to the establishment of a just and
lasting peace in the area.

126. The long colonial domination has left unresolved a
series of problems, including territorial ones, which of late
have led, particularly in Africa, to tl)llsions and armed
conflicts. In accordance with its constant position,
Romania has held that the African peoples must be allowed
to solve their problems themselves, through negotiations
and by excluding any outside intervention, and has stressed
the particular importance of strengthening the unity and
solidarity of the African States, which is an essential
prerequisite for the defence and consolidation of their
national sovereignty and independence.

127. Considering that the unification of Korea is a
problem to be dealt with by the Korean peopl' itself,
Romania supports, as in the past, the constructive initia
tives of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea aimed
at achieving the great national ideal of the Korean people,
which i~ the peaceful and democratic inc1p.pendent reunifi
cation of the country, without any foro;lgn in terference.

128. An imperative of our time is the complete liquidation
of the remnants of colOnialism, and of the policy of racial
discrimination and apartheid. Romania lends its full sup
port to the national liberation movements, and to the
struggle of the Namibian and Zimbabwe peoples for the
achievement, as soon as possible, of their total national
independence. Romania supports and expresses its soli
darity with the people of South Africa in its struggle for the
liquidation of the policy of apartheid and of any racial
discrimination.

129. We consider that the United Nations and all Member
States must do everything in their power to put an end to
any manifestations of colonialism, and to any policy of
oppression of one people by another, and to liquidate
completely the imperialist, colonialist and, neo-colonialist
policies everywhere on our planet. .

130. The international community has for a long time
been confronted by a major problem of our days, namely,
the free and full development of human personality.
Socialisf Romania has taken an active part in the efforts
made within the United Nations to promote human rights
and freedoms, and to work out international documents
aimed at ensuring the effective exercise of human rights and
fundamental freedpms.

131. Romania guarantees full polifcal, economic and
social equality to its citizens, as well as equitable economic
and social relations, and it strives to create favourable
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144. On behalf of the Government and the people of

Ecuador, I greet and welcome the new State of Solomon

143. I also wish to pay a tribute to Mr. Lazar Mojsov, who

so intelligently and wisely guided the work of the General

Assembly at its previous regular session and during the

three special sessions which were evidence of the dynamic

work of the world Organization during the past year.

137. We believe that the setting up of an organ of good

offices and conciliation, responsible to the General

Assembly, could make a noteworthy contribution to the

prevention of situations of tension, and support the States

concerned in finding solutions III a spirit of good neighbour

liness and peaceful coexistence.

142. Mr. AYALA LASSO (Ecuador) (interpretation from

Spanish): As the representative of a country which is

traditionally united with yours by the most cordial and

brotherly ties, I have particular pleasure to congratulate

you on the honour conferred on you by your election to

preside over this General Assembly. The lofty responsi

bilities entrusted to you are a just recognition of your

eminent personal merit and the constant observance of the

legal rules and procedures which has been characterist;c of

Colombia.

140. Romania cherishes an unshakable confidence in the

political will and capacity of States, of the peoples, and of

the democratic and progressive forces throughout the world

to settle by political means in the interests of all nations the

complex problems mankind is faced with, and to eliminate

the situations of tension in the interest of peace, detente,

security and co-operation between all States of the world.

139. Romania takes part in this session of the General

Assembly convinced that under the present intemational

circumstances, the United Nations should engage itself

more directly in the just and lasting settlement of major

international problems, particularly in the prevention and

the elimination of crises and conflicts between States, and

in the initiation of effective actions to contribute to

understanding and peaceful co-operation among all States.

141. In conclusion, I wish to assure you, Mr. President,

and to assure the representatives of States attending this

session that the delegation of Romania is determined to

play its part, together with all other delegations, in finding

just and equitable solutions to the problems with which the

United Nations is confronted in order to hasten the

achievement of a better and 'more just world.

138. Romania also stands and strives for the active

participation in the solution of international problems of all

States, particularly of small and medium-size countries,

which must take part, on a footing of equality, in the

settlement of those problems in the interest of each nation

and of the progress of mankind as a whole.

"Under the present circumstances, these bodies provide

the best organizational framework for the active partici

pation of all States in solving the problems, and for the

strong assertion in the world of the principles of

international law and the policy of equality among all the

world's countries."

135. Committed as we are to the continued improvement

of the work of the United Nations, we consider that it is

necessary to intensify efforts in order to finalize the work

of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United

Nations and on the Strengthening of" the Role of the

Organization and find new practical ways and means of

raising the United Nations to the level of the responsibilities

with which it is entrusted in the defenc,e of international

peace and security and the development of co-operation

between all States. To this end, we believe it would be

appropriate for the General Assembly to proceed even at

this stage to the consideration of those proposals and

actions which are likely to meet with the general agreement

of the Member States.

136. We are of the view that the United Nations can make

a valuable contribution to the peaceful settlement of

international problems. This is precisely why we reaffirm,

on this occasion as well, the proposal by Romania to

proceed to the conclusion of a general treaty under which

134. As is well known, Romania attaches particular

importance to the strengthening of the role of the United

Nations and of other international organizations in the

solution of the complex problems of our time. President

Nicolae Ceausescu has stated:

133. Being deeply devoted to its international commit

ments and proceeding from its philosophical concept of

revolutionary humanism, on the basis of which it is building

new social relations, socialist Romania acts for the real

solution of the basic requirements of the individual's

existence and for the continued development of democracy

in social life, as well as for a wide democratization of

international relations, and for the full sovereign equality of

all States.
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conditions 50 that every citizen, irrespective of nationality,

I can live a dignified life. them exclusively by peaceful means,9 and we are ready to

i
co-operate with the delegations of other States towards this

I 132. Romania has achieved equality of rights and free end.

access to work, education, culture and science, and the

participation, without political, national, sex or racial

discrimination, in running the affairs of the society.

According to my country's concept, genuine democracy

and real humanism are incompatible with the maintenance

of grave economic, social and political inequalities, and of

national, class and racial discrirnination between people~.

We are convinced that individuals can be truly free only

when social and national exploitation and oppression are

abolished, and when conditions are created for the full

development of the human personality. It is precisely on

such fundamental rights, which define real human freedom,

that the attention of the world community of States must

be focused, and not on secondary elements and superficial

aspects, which only divert attention from the grave social

anomalies fuudamentally affecting the status of the

individual in certain countries.

I
I
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"They reaffmned the importance whic<h they attribute
to the postulates of the Declaration of Ayacucho in
respect of the limftation of armaments in Latin America,
and reaffmned the need to redouble efforts to bring
about conditions which will be conducive to effective
arms limitation in the region and to devote all possible
resourceS to the economic and social developmllnt of each
and every one of the countries of Latin America;

"They agreed that the continued existence of problems
in the international field j~ one of the major causes of
armaments and they accordingly reaffirmed their will to
seek the solution of all disputes by peaceful means, thus

152. As regards nuclear disarmament, it is worth while to
point out the grewing importance of the T~eaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty
of 11atelolco), the full implementation of which has been
recommended from this rostrum by the most responsible
s!l'1kesmen of the peoples of the world and mentioned as a
desirable example for other regions which are equally
interested in the establishment of nuclear-weapon·free
zones. We are particularly pleased to hear statements of
support for this Treaty and the announcements of the
nuclear Powers, as well as those of the Latin American
countries which are still not parties to the Treaty, regarding
their intention to adhere to that instrument.

154. World-wide attention on what -has been the funda
mental item of the United Nations since it came into being
have had special characteristics in the Latin American
regions'- On 22 June 1978 the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the countries ·signatories to the Declaration of
Ayacucho1o in Washington signed the text of a declaration
on regional disarmament, in which:

153. A preparatory meeting has just been held in Geneva
for the United Nations Conference on Prohibitions or
Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which
May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate Effects. That Conference no doubt will be
held in 1979. The prior work done and future efforts
designed to achieve prohibitions or effective restrictions in
the use of weapons of this type have received and will
receive every support from the Government of Ecuador.

Islands which joined the community of 1SO free and 151. This year there have been some results regarding
sovereign nations of our Organization. disarmament questions. The tenth special session of the

General Assembly devoted to disarmament has left us a
Final Document {resolution S·10/2/. which was adopted
by consensus. That document comprises a Declaration
which ratifies general and complete disllrmament under
effective international control as the ultimate objective of
the efforts of States, and a Programme of Action containing
priorities and measures to be adopted urgently to halt and
put an end to the arms race. The Final Document also
establishes machinery which combines a body in which all
States participate with a IImited·membership neS,oUating
body, the Committee on Disarmament, in which chunges
have been introduced which make it more democratic and,
it is to be hoped, more effective in prrforming the work
entrusted to it.

146. Being in favour of the principle of self·determination,
Ecuador firmly supports the prompt accession to indepen·
dence of peoples who are still under the colonial yoke,
condemns every form of racial discrimination and, in
particular, the shameful policy of apartheid. and strives to
see to it that respect for hunlan rights and fundamental
freedoms will become a universal, effective and permanent
practice.

145. As a basis for its participation in the international
community, Ecuador has maintained fundamental prin·
ciples which are at the very root of our tradition-principles
such as that of the legal equality of States and that of
non·intervention, which is derived from the former. All
States being equal, none can claim that it can impose its
will over others. Accordingly, no pressure and no use of
force in international relations can be accepted, nor is it
possible to recognize territorial acquisitions obtained by the
use of arms.

147. By the rejection of recourse to the use of force, a
decisive moral character has been given to the principle of
peaceful settlement of disputes. Ecuador believes in the
effectiveness of this principle in the solution of any
problem, bilateral, regional or universal, and further
believes that in this respect the community of nations have
a serious responsibility. It was with this sense of responsi
bility that we actively participated in the Special Corn·
mittee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of
Non·Use of Force in International Relations, the mandate
of which will be reaffirmed at this session of the Assembly
so as to strengthen the Charter and make this way of
settling conflicts compulsory.

148. We have participated in the United Nations since it
came into being. We have always sought to make it and the
specialized agencies stronger in the certainty that these are
the best forums for discussion and action for all countries.
Within a community of nations which is increasingly
interdependent, each must make its contribution to
strengthening peace, lessening international tensions, and
!eCking equitable solutions to the far-reaching economic,
social, humanitarian and cultural problems which the
troubled world of today faces. -

149. Our Organization is one of the instruments best
lluited to the achievement of mutual understandipg and
joint progress. It is the appropriate forum for constructive
dialog\le, setting aside hegemonic positions or claims of
privilege, with the aim of establishing a new political and
economic order as the r~8ult of the concerted action of all
people on earth.

150. A constructive spirit of understanding, and not of
!mpollition of one's will, is the only means to attain
m.ternational peace and st;lcurity on a genuine basis of
jmtice, international peace and security, the universality of
hmnan rights, the end of all colonialist or neo·colonialist
ma~festatioX1s, and the urgent establis!unent of the new
international economic order, leading to the final elimina
tion of the existing difference between the standard of
living of the developing countries and that of the indus
trialized cmmtries.
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163. As regards the law of the sea, Ecuador has been
contributing suhstantially to the quest for agreements
which will enable a consensus to be reached so as to
conclude a universal convention. This is one of the most
intractable questions mankind now faces because there are
many aspects involved. Ecuador will continue to maintain
that to arrive at this consensus the rights of States in
maritime spaces must be respected. These rights in many
cases are derived from historical legal precedents which
cannot be ignored without the risk of vitally affecting vital
interests which States cannot nor should not renounce.

162. Being convinced of the validity of the principles
which were proclaimed at a time similar to this, Ecuador
reaffirms its rights over the segment of the geostationary
synchronic orbit which, because of its geographical loca
tion, belongs to us. Together with other States on the
Equator my country has said in the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that it is willing to comply
with the obligation to protect this natural resource which is
a limited resource and one of potential benefit for the
social and economic development of peoples through
multiple peaceful applications now opened up by the era of
satellites, particularly in the field of education, communi·
cations and energy.

164. One of the basic principles on which the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea has been
working is respect for the common heritage of mankind
which is the sea-bed beyond the limits of the national
jurisdiction of each country. Therefore there was grave
concern internationally when it was announced that the
sea-beu might be explored and exploited unilaterally
without awaiting approval ,Qf The rules which the Con
ference is preph..ring. That policy, besides running counter
to principles and decisions already adopted by the United
Nations, would be a serious setback in the formulation of a
new international law in which all States would participate
on an equal footing.

165. The exchange of the instruments of ratification of
the new Panama Canal Treaties was the successful con
clusion of a process of affirmation of the principles of
mutual respect and co-operation among States. At the same
time, those Treaties were the result of negotiations which
contributed to strengthening the fundamental principle of
the peaceful settlement of international disputes. In that
respect, bright hopes emerge that all remaining problems on
our continent may, through cordial and objective dialogue,
find adequate and just solutions. Ecuador, true to its
peaceful tradition and in a spirit of frankness and goodwill.
as I said a year ago at this rostrum, is persistently seeking "a
goodwill agreement [with Peru] that would effect a
satisfactory solution to its territorial claim, in line with the

contributing to the elimination of tensions and to the 161. Consistent with the traditional legal structure of the
preservation and strengthening of peace". 1 1 State of Ecuador, the Government of my country con

demns racial discrimination and energetically repudiates
apartheid as a crime against mankind. Ecuador, the funda
mental Charter of which recognizes "the right of peoples to
be liberated from these oppressive systems", is a party to
the international conventions on those subjects and renews
its confidence that by means of international action
mankind will be freed from every kind of racism and racial
discrimination.156. In connexion with the foregoing I believe that it is

vital for the international community to pay due attention
to all the problems which constitute or might constitute a
reason for the emergence of tensions or breaches of the
peace. The pacifying action of the international community
must prevent conflicts from becoming more serious. It is
the responsibility of all to preserve and maintain inter
national peace and security. It is our common duty to see
to it that differences among countries are settled in accord
with reason and justice.

157. Another of the efforts made by the countries of my
region in disarmament was the beginning of a historical
dialogue at the informal meeting of Latin America and the
Caribbean on conventional weapons, which was held in
Mexico in August of this year, the gradual and balanced
continuation of which will, it is hoped, make it possible to
progress with the participation of all the States of the
region.

155. Ecuador is pleased that the Final Document of the
tenth special session of the General Assembly has taken up
this concept of the peaceful settlement of international
disputes as an effective means to lessen the causes of the
arms race.

158. The alternative whether to settle disputes by peaceful
means or whether to use force in international relations is
tied to the very destiny of human beings, whose essence is
transcendent and who are the basic nucleus of societies and
of States as their efficient cause and fmal cause. In this
respect the anus race is also a clear negation of human
rights and a distortion of the most profound philosophical
concepts.

159. How is it possible to speak of the full enjoyment of
human rights when the prosperous and large Powers
allocate for assistance to economic and social development
barely four cents for each dollar devoted to arms? How is
it possible to promote the social and economic well-being
of peoples as an urgent duty of international co-operation
when investments are made or favoured in vast amounts of
war material which someuines have no security pUlposes
and are not in accord with thil real interests of peoples?
Nor can complete progress and the full enjoyment of
human rights be attained as long as practices of economic
domination are maintained which are obviously discrimi
natory.

160. The integral protection of human beings and of the
inviolable nature of their rights is possible only if there is an
end to the chain of injustices which overwhelm the
developing countries, if the industrial Powers decide to
adjust their conduct to t.!).e principles which they have
proclaimed domestically and internationally in favour of

1:,

',' human rights, and if they assist in building a democratic
international society wherein inhabitants of all nations will
enjoy equal civil, political, social, economic :and cultural
rights.
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requirements of its national honour and of its destiny in the duly considered by the competent organs of the world
Amazon river basin". I 2 Organization.

166. In the same spirit, we hope that appropriate solutions
will be found for other existing problems in Latin America
which affect regional solidarity and development.

167. Since peace is essential for the progress which the
peoples of the American family need so much, Ecuador is
seriously disturbed by the situation in Nicaragua. Observing
the fundamental principles that inspire the regional system
and the United Nations Charter, notably the principles of
non-intervention, the peaceful settlement of disputes omd
respect for human rights, all countries, particularly in the
Americas, must give their humanitarian assistance in this
crisis, and the parties directly concerned should, by efforts
at I."ficiliation, effectively contribute to a solution of the
problem-all this within the basic spirit of the resolution
recently adopted at the seventeenth meeting of consulta-'
tion of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Organization of
American States. I 3

168. As regards the Middle East question, Ecuador's
position is well known, it having been reiterated at this
rostrum on many occasions. 1 now express my sincere hope
that the recent Camp David talks and the subsequent stages
of that process will yield ajust and lasting solution that will
include all the parties affected by this explosive dispute
and, of course, recognize the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people and settle the various pending questions
so as to arrive at an agreement that will guarantee peace and
security for all countries of the region.

169. The restoration of peace and normal living conditions
in Lebanon is imperative. UNIFIL can discharge its lofty
mission in that country only if it receives the full and
appropriate co-operation of all the parties concerned.

170. Ecuador views with constant concern the situation
prevailing in Cyprus and wishes to see a prompt and
complete solution by peaceful· means, in accordance with
the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, .
and in particular without the use of force as a determinant
of rights-that is to say, a solution based on justice and on
the interests of the inhabitants of that friendly country.

171. The persevering action of the United Nations in the
field of decolonization must go on until the last vestiges of
foreign domination have been removed from Territories
that have not yet attained self-deterniination and indepen
dence. The continued illegal presence of South Africa in
Namibia must come to an end as soon as possible. It is
urgent that free elections, under United Nations super
vision, be held to decide the political future of that
country, Whose territorial integrity includes Walvis Bay.
The United Nations must prevent the failure of the
negotiated solution of this problem which is now under
way. Another challenge by South Africa to our Organi
zation's resolutions would be intolerable and should be

:, 12 Sce Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second
Session, Plenary Meetings, 9th meeting, para. 26.

13 Sce Official Records of the Security CounCil, Thirty-third
Year, Supplement for July, August and September 1978, document
8/12861.

172. Similarly, my country believes that we cannot
postpone a peaceful and equitable solution of the problem
of Zimbabwe which will ensure the establishment of a
government based on majority rule.

173. Ecuador condemns all terrorist actions and agrees
that it is necessary to ensure proper punishment for those
who try to make terror and intimidation permanent
weapons against the international community. We espe
cially repudiate aerial hijacking and are therefore a party to
the international Conventions of The Hague,!4 TokyolS
and Montreal! 6 and have supported the relevant United
Nations resolutions. We further believe that it is the duty of
the world Organization to adopt more effective measures in
this respect.

174. The efforts of the international community for the
maintenance and strengthening of peace would be sterile
were they not directed towards the establishment of a new
international economic order wherein the well-being of and
respect for the individual were the essential objectives. We
therefore believe that the Committee Established under
General Assembly Resolution 32{174 is of vital importance.
Now that its work has unfortunately been suspended, we
must reaffirm the mandate of the Committee so that,
through genuine negotiations, it will be able to adopt
guidelines on matters of general policy and arrive at
agreements on action that will produce specific results,
within specified time-limits, on the priority questions of
development and international economic co-operation. To
consider the Committee merely- as a debating society for
general statements would be discouraging to those who
have placed in it their hope of strengthening the North
South negotiations.

175. Only when there is a genuine will to reach under
standing among the rich and the poor countries will it be
possible to find gradual methods of international co-opera
tion for the establishment of more equitable and stable
relations among all nations and ensure the lessening of the
tensions .which jeopardize peace:

176. Therefore Ecuador has maintained that the transfer
of resources to developing countries in real terms must
cover every aspect which, in one way or another, represents
foreign financial tl1'nsfers, not only by means of official aid
to development but also by the application.ofjust terms of
trade and the elimimtion of restrictive trade practices such
as tariffs or closed markets or shipping restrictions, which
will enable primary-producing developing countries
genuinely to enjoy the fruits of their labours without
lowering the purchasing power of their exports. The
countries of the third world- must also participate ade
quately in establishing a new monetary liquidity, an"d
capital-exporting countries should make it available to
developing countries on favourable and adequate terms.

14 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawfu' Seizure of
Aircraft, signed at The Hague on 16 December 1970.

15 Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed on
Board Aircraft, signed at Tokyo on 14 September 1963.

16 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at Montreal on 23 September 1971.
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187. Allow me also to pay a tribute to the eminent
qualities of your predecessor, Mr. Laza: Mojsov, who
presided so ably over the activities of the last regular session
and the three special sessions of the General Assembly with
his great political and diplomatic qualities dUring the Whole
year.

184. The lack of political will of the developed world has
so far made it impossible to advance suitably in the
negotiations and in the establishment of the common fund
which is the backbone of the programme. Ecuador is
pleased with the announcement that the negotiating con
ference for the common fund will be resumed and reaffirms
its integrated approach which is to be found in UNCTAD
resolution 93 (IV) both regarding the negotiations on the
product'! included in that resolution as well as in respect of
the nature of the measures to be adopted for each product.

186. Mr. CORR£A GAGO (portugal):21 I should like fIrSt
of all to addreSs to you, Mr. President, my warmest
greetings on your election to the presidency of the
thirty-third session of the General Assembly of the United
Nations. It is with the greatest pleasure that we see
presiding over the General Assembly the representative of a
Latin American country, a friend of Portugal, to which we
are united by so many common traditions and historical
links. We are sure, Mr. President, that you will bring to this
debate the invaluable experience of a career devoted to
international affairs in the rich juridical tradition of Latin
America and in particular that of Colombian diplomacy,
further strengthened by the spirit and love of freedom that
inspired the heroism of Bolivar.

185. Ecuador reiterates its faith in the purposes and
principles of the United Nations Charter and expresses its
certainty that all that contributes to the qualitative
improvement of human society, to the strengthening of
peace and of the rights of peoples and to the consolidation
of the dignity of man will be fmnly supported so as to
make a reality of an international society whose greatness is
based on the supreme needs of peace with justice and
justice with freedom.

181. The major part of our agricultural production is
being transformed gradually into an agro-industry; in that
process the developing countries must achieve the goal of a
25 per cent share of world industrial production by the
year 2000 in accordance with the Lima Declaration and
Plan of Action on Industrial Development Co-operation.t 8

In that way it will be possible to redefine next year the
development strategy for the decade of the 19805 so as to
arrive at a better ratio between resources and consumption
fei' the benefit of the less favoured nations of the world.

178. I reiterate my conviction that the Economic and
Social Council must be strengthened. Its functions of
co-ordination and political guidance must be carried out
with the effective co-operation of all countries in accord
ance with the commitment undertaken in the Charter and,
above all, with a greater contribution by the great Powers in
aU actions of the system.

179. There is a profound imbalance ill national access to
contemporary science and technology. The Vienna world
conference to be held in 1979 on the subject17 offers an
opportunity to study and solve problems regarding the
transfer of that knowledge in such a manner that the
developing countries will fmd the most just and secure ways
to progress.

180. One of the most concrete channels for the transfer of
technology, of effectively opening up investment and
encouraging self-reliance, is to be found in the operational
programmes of the United Nations, particularly in UNDP,
there can be no further delay in the broadening of its
objectives and in an increase in real resources for UNDP. It
is up to the rich countries to make an effort to commit
0.8 per cent of their gross national product so that UNDP
may meet the needs of countries at their various levels of
development. If, as a first step, all the major contributors
matched the contribution levels of the Scandinavian coun
tries, that would be a considerable and appropriate step in
the direction of universal benefit.

177. The means made available by international financial approved at the fourth session ofUNCTAD, held in Nairobi
institutions such as IMF must also be increased so as to in May 1976.
provide the resources needed by the developing countries in
accord with their respective national priorities.
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182. Another matter of general concern is the disquieting
resurgence of protectionist measures on a world-wide scale
adopted by the industrialized nations which have reached a
level which has not been registered for many years, to the
detriment of commitments to liberalize trade as provided
for in the 1973 Tokyo Declaration.19 ,

183. One of the fundamental mechanisms for the estab
lishment of the new international economic order is the
Integrated Programme for Commodities20 which was

17 United Nations Conference on Sciencu and Technology for
Development.

18 See document A!10112, chap. IV.
19 Declaration of 14 September 1973, approved by the Ministerial

Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade held in Tokyo.

20 See, Proceedir,gs of the United Notions Conference on Trade
and Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.II.D.IO and corri
gendum), part one A, resolution 93 (IV).

188. I wish also to salute the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Mr. Kurt Waldheim. I recall the interested
and devoted manner in which Mr. Waldheim followed the
Portuguese decolonization process,and the constant efforts
he has made in the same spirit towards peace which reveal
the dedication, the competence and the human qualities he
has always shown in the exercise of his high functions.

189. I should like also to extend our fratern31 greetings to
Solomon Islands upon its admission this year to the United
Nations, bringing the number of United Nations Members
to 150, almost three times as many countries as belonged to
this Organization at the time of its founding. Thus the
United Nations takes a considerable further step towards
accomplishing one of its most noble aims, universality.
Since I have referred to universality I believe it appropriate

21 Mr. Correa Gago spoke In Portuguese. The English version of
his statement was supplied by the delegation.

"
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194. It is in the light of the ideals I have just mentioned
that we follow the serious situation in the Middle East and
welcome all the initiatives that have been taken to bring
peace eventually to that part of the world. These initiatives,
which, in our opinion, should be pursued, with the
necessary moral and political courage, have brought hope to
all those who recognize that the continuation of tensions in
that area could easily lead to a new war of incalculable
proportions, resulting in great human suffering and material
destruction. Despite the obstacles and difficulties still to be
overc01l1e or the understandable doubts and suspicions, the
echo that these gestures of peace have found in the very
peoples most closely affected by the problems of the region
and their repercussions in the world lead us to foresel' the
possibility of a less arbitrary solution which would be more
just for the peoples, the values and the interests at stake.
We support the full implementation of the relevant resolu
tions adopted by this Organization on this matter. As we
are bound by significant cultural and historical ties to the
various peoples of the Middle East, it is with the greatest
attention and care that we follow all the steps taken
towards a solution that could ensure for all the States of
the region the right to exist in peace within secure and
recognized boundaries.

195. For us, that solution should obviously respect the
rights of the Palestinian people and assure the fulfilment of
their legitimate hopes and aspirations. Let us not forget
that the Palestinians are, after all, in their own land at this
very moment the major victims of a conflict that has lasted
over 30 years. But one point has to be made clear: never
will there be peace in the Middle East-because peace
implies the mutual recognition of States and full respect for
their boundaries-as long as alien territories remain
occupied' by force. As soon as peace is reached, on the
other hand-with all its implications, with all its guarantees
-the abusive and unnecessary nature of occupation will
become obvious to all.

196. Nevertheless, it is only with a genuine political will
on the part of all the interested Governments and peoples
and their effective p~rticipation that it will be possible to
find and implement a peaceful, just and lasting solution to
the conflict.

197. We would be happy to believe that we are heading
towards such a solution, a solution which could bring peace
to the peoples in the Middle East in the not·too-distant
future, thus crowning with success the patient efforts that
have been made and continue to be made, the latest of
which was the courageous and noble initiative of the
President of· the United States to call the Camp David
summit meetings. However limited they maybe, all steps
towards diminishing the risk of violent confrontation
during the period still required for bringing about defmitive
solutions deserve our support.

to consider the United Nations position within the world at history could be a valuable asset to the cause of better
this time when we are beginning our work in this General understanding among the peoples of so many different
Assembly. origins and cultures which today form the community of

nations. As an eloquent sign of the richness of that
experience, let me point to the fact that I am quite
naturally able to address you herein Portuguese, a language
spoken today by about 150 million people, represented
here by several sovereign States, to which from this rostrum
I address my most fraternal and warm good wishes.

191. As the Secretary-General says in his report, which
was written with his usual firmness and clarity that are the
fruit of his experience and knowledge of the problems, the
essential purpose of the United Nations at the time of its
creation was to ensure justice and peace among nations and
especially to protect the small countries or those deprived
of sufficient means of self·defence [see AI3311, sect.Il}.
We must admit that the United Nations has not always been
able to fulfil this essential function or, what is perhaps
more important, to guarantee the enforcement of its own
decisions. This state of affairs affects the confidence that
t.lte Member States should have in this Organization, and
therefore needs to be corrected. We firmly believe in the
advisability of granting the United Nations the necessary
means to enable it to exercise immediately and perma
nently its role of guarantor of the peace. Portugal especially
supports all initiatives aimed at strengthening the United
Nations peace·keeping forces and in particular the creation
of a reserve force to be available in an emergency. Although
we acknowledge that the task of the United Nations
peace·keeping forces has been a difficult one throughout
the years, we are convinced that such United Nations
operations, in many grave moments of international life,
have been invaluable.

190. In this context, I should like to emphasize how
strongly my delegation shares the concerns expressed in the
Secretary·General's report on the work of the Organization
IA/33/1}: namely, regarding the necessity of strengthening
the prestige of the United Nations, of bringing greater
efficiency to its activities, and of proViding this Organiza
tion with the means that will enable it to exercise a decisive
influence in the situations of conflict that our world faces.

192. The agenda of this Assembly presents us with a long
series of problems that assume a global dimension in our
interdependent world-problems whose gravity so often
jeopardizes peace and international security. As represen- .
tatives of the community of nations, we have the duty,
when confronted with the responsibility of studying,
analysing and discussing those problems, in conformity
with the spirit and letter of the Charter, of sparing no effort
to contribute to their solution. This political will and
detennination that inspires my delegation is directly in line
with the ancient traditions of Portuguese diplOl]lacy.
Throughout history, with a profoundly humanistic vision of
life, we have preached and practised arbitration, concilia·
tion, dialogue and peaceful negotiation as methods for the
settlement of conflicts; and we believe that the moment has
come for us to seek to make its presence felt, within this
Organization, in such a way that will enable Portugal to
continue that tradition in an efficient and fruitful manner
for the international community.

193. OstTacized here for almost 25 years, Portugal, having
now completed its process of decolonization and fully
strengthened its democratic institutions, today has a just
and legitimate claim to participate fully in internationallJfe
and to collaborate openly at all levels with the organs and
agencies of the United Nations. It is our belief that the long
human experience acquired by my country throughout its

.,,:..
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207. In this context, Portugal attaches the greatest impor·

tance to thi: continuation of the North-South dialogue. It is

203. Thus in relation to southern Africa we express our

hope that within this Organization or through machinery

created by it quick solutions will be found for the following

problems which mankind finds more intolerable every day:

apartheid, the utmost form of racism, iniquity and in

justice; the independence of Namibia, with full respect for

its territorial unity and integrity-an independence almost

attained tIlanks to tile good Ofl ices of tile five Western

members of the Security Council, to Whose perseverance we

wish to pay a tribute, but an independence which,

unfortunately, today still remains a promise loaded with

risks of failure; and, lastly, tile drama in Zimbabwe where,

despite all efforts, it has still not been possible to find a

formula that could put an end to a doubly fratricidal war, a

war of tragic consequences not only for tile people of

Zimbabwe but also for the neighbouring countries.

204. Still in the realm of problems tIlat most directly

concern us, we cannot refrain from mentioning tile case of

East Timor, where we believe the United Nations should

promote compliance with tile resolutions adopted by the

General Assembly and the Security Council aimed at

allowing tile people of tile Territory to exercise their

legitimate rights to self-determination. The innumerable

and relevant resolutions regarding the rights of people to

self-determination adopted here in accordance witll the

principles contained in General Assembly resolution

1514 (XV) have been tile basis of tile decolonization

process that ~y country has carried out since April 1974.

However, the trend of events in the specific case of East

Timor has not enabled its people to exercise tIlat right. We

tIlerefore urgently appeal to all those who can to intervene

in tIlis matter so that the population of the Territory of

East Timor may freely express itself regarding its own

future.

205. On another level we wish to join our voice to those

of many others that, here and in other organs within the

United Nations and in the specialized agencies, insistently

ask hpw it is possible that in a world of growing scientific

and teclmological progress,. dramatic and alarming situa

tions of poverty, anger and inequality continue to persist if

not to multiply. We tIlerefore support all the initiatives

aimed at developing a new international economic order.

But we cannot hide our disillusionment at seeing howlittle

progress has been made towards tIlat aim. The difficulties

that have arisen must be faced clearly and courageously and

adequate remedies must be sought.

,206. For, despite tile sincere will of tile sponsors and

supporters of resolutions and initiatives and the gravity of

the problems under consideration, nothing concrete can

possibly be achieved witllout tile creation of a vast and

comprehensive movement of political solidarity; a move·

ment that would recognize tile aspirations of the least

favoured nations of the globe, interpret them and compel

the main decision-making centres, whose action will be

decisive, to take tIlem into account.

198. But let us not expect miracles from them. For it mental human rights. No historical argument can be

would indeed be a miracle if it were possible in a meeting of invoked to delay the solutions which the conscience of the

a few days to find a definitive solution for a problem that international community and the very dignity of man

for over 30 years has gradually become more cohlplex and demand.

more difficult. In an area where so many national interests,

so many divergent-if not opposing-ideologies meet or are

in conflict, where so many vital interests of the whole

world community are at stake, where all the questions

under discussion have become emotional issues making a

rational approach almost impossible, we can only expect

the road to peace to be long, sinuous and full of obstacles.

We therefore welcome the steps aiming at peace, but we do

not overrate them, nor do we entertain the dangerous

illusion that their results-however encouraging-lead, or

will in a short while lead, to the over-all settlement required

in the Middle East in accordance with the spirit and the

letter of the relevant resolutions adopted by the United

Nations on the question.

202. We follow the problems that are a source of concern

to ~e majority of African countries with strict respect for

the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of

third countries. Nevertheless, we cannot avoid viewing with

deep concern tile situations which in theory or practice

institutionalize racial discrimination or other forms of

oppression which are a blatant denial of the most funda-

199. It is in the same spirit that we have been following

the developments of the situation in Africa-in tile same

spirit, but perhaps witll additional concern due to tile

sentimental association and cultural and historical links that

irrevocably bind us to tIlat continent. This we do with no

aim other than the solidarity which the struggle that

continues to be waged there against colonialism and racism

in their most intolerable forms deserves.

200. It has always been our view that only through an

open discussion of ideas and problems between Africans

would it be possibie to fmd lasting solutions for tile

problems of the continent; and for the fust time after tile

decolonization and the return of democracy to my country

we were invited this year to attend tile fJiteentll ordinary

session of tile Assembly of Heads of State and Government

of tile OAU in Khartoum, where we enjoyed tile generous

hospitality of tile Government of Sudan. And, indeed, we

were gratified to witness how creative, fertile and dignified

a deb3te can be when it brings face to face men, albeit of

diverse cultures and backgrounds but nevertheless united in

the just and lawful defence of the causes which tIley believe

can best enhance tile prestige of Africa, its peoples, its

traditions and the vitality and richness of its future.

201. We believe in tile prospects of that future and in the

determination of the African peoples and Governments in

defming tile patterns of tIleir national destinies tIlrough the

exercise of tile full powers of their sovereignty, a sover

eignty often conquered at such high cost. We are therefore

increasingly worried to see that Africa may once again

become a ground for confrontation between great-Power

blocs alien to the realities and, indeed, to the very interests

of Africa. We therefore express all tile more strongly our

hope for the stability of the African Governments, legit

imized and sanctioned by their peoples through a prolonged

and arduous struggle for independence and for the defini

tion of their national identities.
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with serious apprehension that we view the recent stalemate
in the Committee Established under General Assembly
Resolution 32/174. We hope that this can be overcome
during the present session of the General Assembly, thus
accelerating the process which wiII ensure, through the
establishment of the necessary new international economic
order, a fulIer and more balanced economic growth, whose
fruits wiII be shared equitably by the richer and the poorer
members of the world community. In the same context,
Portugal welcomes the efforts undertaken over several years
b}' the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea. The convening of the Conference was certainly one of
the historic initiatives of the United Nations. Its efforts are
destined to find just and balanced solutions for the
preservation and exploitation of the wealth common to all
mankind constituted by the resources of the sea.

208. In other areas also, the United Nations has a
fundamental role to play. I wish to refer specifically to
disarmament and human rights. Portugal supports general
and complete disarmament, a principle expressed in its
Constitution, and for this reason is pleased at the step that
was taken in this direction at the tenth special session of
the General Assembly. The fact that that session was held
was also significant for the United Nations, for it is within
this Organization that important negotiations wiII take
place. Without considering them to be spectacular, we
appreciate the results achieved at the special session, in so
far as we now have a rational framework. Organs which we
hope wiII be effective have been created and will begin
functioning according to a strategy for disarmament, as
stated in the Declaration approved at the special session
[resolution S-lO/2. sect.lI]. Principles and priorities were
defined; a document was drafted to guide us in our tasks in
this area; ideas were expressed and many have developed
into the proposals that we must now examine and discuss.
Finally there is a Programme of Action [ibid.• sect. Ill]. AII
these efforts must have our support, given the danger of a
nuclear war, the seed of which is contained in every
conflict, and given the contemporary absurdity represented
by the under-development of :such large regions of the
world, and the volume of technical and financial resources
absorbed by the arms industry and the arms trade.

209. This year we commemorate the thirtieth anniversary
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights; the activities of the United Nations in this field are
therefore especially in the limelight. In view of its impor
tance to us-an importance all the greater since Portugal was
elected this year for the first time to the Commission on
Human Rights-I shall devote a few moments to this
matter, in particular to two aspects which, to my mind, are
particularly relevant: the eventual contradiction between
the need to protect human rights in all countries and the
obligation to refrain from iI'terference in the internal
affairs of any State; and the~. ~archy, or relative impor·
tance, of the various categories Ol "uman rights.

210. With respect to the first problem, I believe we can
accept the following premises or fundamental principles:
first, the theme ofhuman rights is the object of treaties and
international conventions, including the very Charter of the
United Nations; thus it cannot be said that the protection
of those rights is amatter only for the internal jurisdiction
of each State.

211. Secondly, the boundaries of international law and
those of the various rights guaranteed by internal law in
matters of human rights do not necessarily coincide. It is
not to be wondered at that the internal legislation of some
States has a wider field of application or contains a more
effective machinery for the protection of human rights.
Thus, not all that may be protected by the laws of a
particular State necessarily falls under the authority of
international law. But this jurisdiction exists; it has a
specific area of application and means of application which
are proper to it.

212. Thirdly, the existing situation regarding human rights
in the various countries involves questions and aspects
which, although not irrelevant from the point of view of
the exercise or protection of those rights, are, in fact,
internal questions within the exclusive jurisdiction of every
State. We are of the view that consideration of the
internationally relevant aspects of human rights should not
constitute a pretext for interference in internal affairs, but
we also understand that the prohibition of interference
should not impede the consideration of those rights.

213. In accordance with these premises, Portugal does not
consider valid as a general argument the allegation that
discussion of the existing situation in the field of human
rights in a particular country necessarily constitutes inter
ference in its internal affairs. We are aware, on the other
hand, of the risks of overstepping the boundaries of the
area of international concern, for once we had crossed
those limits we would effectively be interfering; and we are
welI aware of the dangers, already evident in certain
circumstances, of using the matter for political purposes.
For our part, we intend scrl,lpulously to respect the
boundaries of international law in these matters, and we
shall never manipulate the question of human rights as a
means to other ends.

214. Another aspect which at times becomes a matter of
polemics in the debates on human rights is that of the
existence of a hierarchy in the various types or categories of
such rights. Listening to such debates, ope would think that
there was a competion between civil and political rights on
the one hand and economic, social and cultural rights, on
the other,

215. As far as we are concerned, this is a false problem,
for we believe that what is fundamental is the protection of
each and all. Historical situations may make people more
sensitive to a certain type of right. Social and political
conditions may reveal that certain rights are more vulner·
able and therefore require more protection. Social and
economic conditions can,at a specific moment, require that
more urgent attention be directed to one category of rights,
because only when these are secured can the peoples truly
believe in the observance of others_

216. But there are no such things as first-class anI!.
second-class rights. Because some laws give insufficient
protection, that does not legitimize or justify the non·
recognition of others. And, lastly, because the historical
importance of some laws is emphasized by struggles carried
out on their behalf, that does not mean that other rights, of
equal human importance, can be forgotten.

217. The problem is not that of a hierarchy ofrights, but
rather that of trying to ensure an increasingly wider and
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more effective protection of all rights, and of remaining

hopeful that the progress of human society will continue to

widen the field of human rights, establishing concepts

which today are only hopes or whose weakness is blamed

on the imperfections of society.

218. We must begin by achieving this on an internal level

in each of our countries, and I declare that Portugal, with

its Constitution, its laws and its day-to·day practices,

cannot be accused of not practising what it preaches.

Conscious of the solidarity among all the peoples of the

world, we must also give our full co·operation to the

international bodies for the universal protection of human

rights. The methods of doing this in any given case, on the

internal or the international level, will certainly be dif

ferent, but the objective is the same, as should be our

determination.

219. In reiterating the desire of my country to continue

and to strengthen its co-operation with the United Nations,

I wish to confirm once again, albeit briefly, what we have

declared in this forum since my country again became

governed by democratic institutions.

220. We have clearly assumed and shall continue to

discharge our responsibilities as a European nation whose

most significant historical links place us today with full

rights in the group of countries that have found, through

institutionalizing ideological pluralism, the type of :locial

and political organization that best serves their peoples.

221. Although we are Europeans, as a result of the spirit

of enterprise and scientific risk that has always been a

notable characteristic of Western life we have been led by

historical destiny to maintain a secular and continuous

presence in other latitudes and other continents. HaVing

now returned to Europe, we feel we have left throughout

the world-in America, in Africa, in Asia-cultural ties that

impose on us obligations, an appeal and an identity to

which we cannot be indifferent. We have gained oppor

tunities for living together in harmony that we should like

to realize fully.

222., We shall strive consistently, through our participation

in international life and particularly in the United Nations

and its specialized bodies, to shoulder the complex respon·

sibilities that we happily claim and to make our contribu

tion to the establishment of a better understanding between

peoples and the maintenance of peace.

223. Mr. HUANG Hua (China) (translation from Chinese):

I would like to begin my speech by congratulating

Mr.Indalecio Lievano on his election as President of the

current session of the General Assembly. I would also like

to take this opportunity to extend warm congratulations to

Solomon Islands on its admission to membership in the

United Nations and sincerely to wish it new successes in

advancing independently along the road to progress.

224. Since the thirty-second session of the General

Assembly last year, there have been new developmllnts and

changes in the international situation. The struggle of the

people of all countries to win and defend national

independence, safeguard international peace and security

and oppose imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism has

developed vigorously and scored new victories. In this

struggle the countries and people of the third world have

played the major role. Some Asian and African countries

and peoples have succeeded in defendng their national

independence and territorial integrity by repulsing milit\lry

intrusions engineered by a super-Power and frustrating its

schemes of subversion and sabotage. The African countries

have voiced strong opposition to foreign interference in

African affairs. The struggles of the people in southern

Africa against racism and for natior'\l liberation have

developed in depth. The people of the Arab countries and

Palestine have fought persistently and resolutely against

Israeli zionism and the rivalry between the super-Powers in

the Middle East. The people of the Latin American

countries have achieved important successes in safeguarding

their independence and sovereignty, developing their

national economy and strengthening regional co-operation.

The non-aligned movement, withstanding super-Power

pressure, has maintained its basic orientation and become

an important force in the present struggle of the people of

the whole world against imperialism, colonialism and

hegemonism. There is a clear trend growing among the

Western European and other second-world countries

towards strengthening their unity, expanding their co

operation and opposing super-Power interference and

domination. All these are signs that the international

situation has continued to develop in a direction favourable

to the people of the world.

225. However, we must not fail to notice that over the

past year there has been great turbulence in the inter

national situation, and world peace and international

security have been seriously threatened. The two super

Powers have intensified their struggle for world hegemony,

with one striving to preserve its vested interests and the

other trying hard to extend its spheres of influence.

Strategically the, focus of their rivalry is in Europe, where

the two sides ar.: locked in sharp confrontation as before.

To outflank and enCircle Europe, socilJ-imperialism has

stepped up its aggression and expansion in Africa, the

Middle East and the Gulf .region, seizing positions and

resources of strategic importance a,nd trying to control

transportation routes, and this constitutes an important

component of its strategy for world domination. Mean

while, in an effort to strengthen its position in seeking

domination in the Asia-Pacific region, it has stepped up its

expansion and infiltration, created' frictions and conflicts,

and thus posed a direct th~eat to the security of the

countries involved. In this period, the salient features of the

tactics used by this super-Power in its offensive were as

follows: in an increasingly flagtant way it has employed

agents, has organized mercenaries and has incited Africans

against Africans and Asians against Asians so as to make

them pull its chestnuts out of the fire for it. It even has no

scruples about using terrorist means of assassination and

creating shocking incidents of subverSion and disturbance.

The social-imperialists' unbridled acts of aggression and

expansion constitute a new trend in the international arena

which calls for attention. They prove once again that

social-imperialism is the more aggressive £'id adventurous of

the two super-Powers and is the major threat to world

peace and security.

226. As a result of the intensified rivalry between the two

hegemonist Powers and the accelerated glocal strategic

deployment of social-imperialism, there have, been more

local wars and the danger of a world war has increased.

Therefore, putting off a world Wllr and maintaining world
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peace has now become an important task for the people of
all countries.

227. Over the past year, the people of the world, in the
face of the threat of a new war, have been increasingly
awakened and have waged struggles in many fields. In order
to safeguard their independence and security, many coun
tries have been striving to strengthen their defence capabil
ities. People all over the world have condemned the
super-Powers for their arms expansion and war preparations
and have voiced a loud demand for a halt to the arms race.
A growing number of discerning persons have urged a
sharper vigilance against war. All this is no doubt of positive
significance for preserving peace and delaying war.

228. The super-Powers are busy spreading illusions of
peace to lull the people of the world in an effort to cover
up their plans for war. The socild-imperialists babble that
"detente has been a dominant feature" in the international
political climate. If this were so, why should they spend
colossal sums of money every year hectically expanding
their arms? Why should they desperately seek an edge in
nucleer weapons after establishing a superiority in con
ventional armaments? Clearly, the social-imperialists have
ulterior motives when they foster a false sense of detente.

229. A CGlTect path must be followed in order to win and
maintain world peace and put off the outbreak of war. The
approach we stand for is that, first, it is necessary to tell
truthfully the people of all countries about the growing
danger of war, so that they may heighten their vigilance and
make all preparations to comb t the aggressor. Secondly,
efforts should be made to reinforce the struggle against the
warmongers, frustrate every act of aggression and expansion
of theirs, and upset in good time their deployment for war.
Thirdly, there should be continued opposition to the policy
of appeasement, which means compromises and concessions
in dealing with the aggressor. Because, like rearing a tiger
and suffering for it later on, such a policy is harmful and
simply augments the danger of war. China has been acting
on these three principles and will continue to do so in the
future.

230. The super-Powers are outwardly strong but inwardly
weak. The more aggressive they are, the stronger the
resistance they meet from the people of all countries. Over
the past year, social-imperialism has stepped up its aggres
sion and expansion only to teach the people of all countries
by negative example and arouse them to a more resolulte
struggle against it and to bring about the further consolida
tion and broadening of the international anti-hegemonist
united front. Such is the logic of history. The strength of
the people is great. It is entirely possible to put off the
outbreak of a world war so long as the people of the world
get united, wage a tit-for-tat struggle against the super
Powers' war plans and constantly thwart their schemes of
war.

23I. The rivalry between the super-Powers endangers
world peace and poses' a direct threat to the independence
and security of various countries. So it has become an
urgent task for the people of all countries to defend
national independence and State sovereignty.

232. At present, the countries of the third world find
themselves in a new and complex situation in their struggle
to safeguard national independance. To further its aggres-

sion and expansion, social-imperialism is trying to fool
people by flaunting a signboard saying "a natural ally of the
developing countries" who "supports the national libera
tion movements". Besides, it is doing its utmost to sow
discord among third-world countries. It confers on you the
title "progressive" one day, but labels you "reactionary"
the next. Now supporting one against another, now the
other way round, it stops at nothing in creating dissension
and undermining the unity of the third-world countries.
The people of the third world have come to realize through
their own expe';enr.e that upholding unity and struggling
jointly against the enemy are an important guarantee for
victories in the fight to defend national independence. Over
the past year, when confronted with the arch-enemy, they
have attached importance to the general interest and have
sought common ground on major issues while putting aside
minor differences. They have upheld unity, opposed divi
sion and foreign interference, and have persevered in the
struggle against hegemonism. At the fifteenth session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU in
Khartoum in July and the Conference of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Belgrade
also in July, satisfactory results were achieved in the teeth
of super-Power interference and sabotage. The Khartoum
summit meeting strongly condemned any foreign inter
ference in the internal affairs of the African continent,
decided to strengthen African-Arab co-operation and laid
stress on the peaceful settlement of disl>utes between the
member States of the OAU and on strengthening unity and
economic co-operation. The Belgrade Conference main
tained the unity of the non-aligned movement by frustrat
ing super-Power designs to split it. The Conference once
again affirmed and safeguarded the nature and principles of
the movement, stressed the 'fight against "all forms of
foreign domination and hegemony" [see A/33/206,
annex I, para. 10} and kept to its anti-imperialist, anti
colonialist and anti-hegemonist orientation. The two
Conferences fully demonstrated the great vitality of the
non-aligned movement and the OAU as well as their
significant roles in current international relations, and they
were an important indication of the f\!rther development of
the united struggle of the people of the world against
hegemonism.

233_ The grave danger of social-imperialist aggression and
annexation has also 'prompted the countries of the second
world to pay ever greater attention to the defence of their
national independence. Faced with this super-Power's
military threat and divisive schemes, the Western European
countries and some other second-world countries have
further built up their national defences,harmonized their
mutual relations and strengthened their economic, political
and military alliance. This not only conforms to the
interests of these countries in safeguarding their indepen
dence and security, but it is also in the interests of the
people of.all countries.

234. The situation in the Middle East merits seribus
attention. The Israeli Zionists now still admantly refuse to
withdraw from the occupied Arab territories or to recog
nize the national rig,hts of the Palestinian people, and they
are carrying out new threats of war against the Arab and
Palestinian peoples. Such truculence on the part of the
Israeli Zionists is closely related to the support and
abetment given them by the two super-Powers. One
super-Power has always been shielding Israel. The other

. ." '" . : .' .' - - - ~. ~ . .
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238. Disarmament is' one of the important items on the

agenda of the current session. The tenth special session of

the United Nations General Assembly on disarmament,

convened not long ago on the proposal of the non·aIigned

countries was the first of its kind in the history of the

United Nations. At the session, many countries strongly

condemned the imperialist and hegemonist policies of

aggression and war. Rightly pointing out that the real cause

of the intensifying arms race between the super·Powers was

their increased rivalry for world hegemony, these countries

demanded that the super-Powers carry out genui,~ disarma·

ment. They also put forward a number of reasonable ideas

and proposals. The special session on disarnlament has a

positive significance inasmuch as it exposed the super·

Powers' arms expansion an.d war preparations and de·

manded that they be the first to carry out disarmament.

But the super'Powers were very obdurate. They rejected

any genuine nuclear or conventional disarmament. The

facts show that the struggle for genuine disarmament is

most arduous. '

239. Under the pressure of the people of the world for

disarmament, the super-Powers have been playing the tricks

of sham disarmament to deceive the public. Recently, the

Soviet Union put before thl: current session a new proposal

entitled "Conclusion of an international convention on the

strengthening of guarantees of the security of non·nuclear

States" {A/33/241/. Under"the signboard reading "guar·

antees of the' security of non·nuclear States", this proposal

is designed tobilld hand and foot the numerous small and

medium·sized countries and deprive them of their capa'

bilities for self-defence: Not contented with the large

amount of nuclear weapons in its possession, the Soviet

Union is desperately expanding its nuclear armament.

Instead of undertaking the obligation not to use nuclear

weapons under whatever conditions against the large

number of non·nuclear countries, the Soviet Union wants

those countries to abandon their right of possessing nuclear

strength for self·defence. This proposal of the Soviet Union

is simply desigPf.'d to allow itself alone to possess large

numbers of nuclear weapons, while forcing the non·nuclear

countries to act according to ~ts dictates in all docility.

Otherwise, those countries would be exposed to its nuclear

attacks at any time. Is this not pure gangster's iogic,

undisguised nuclear blackmail and nuclear threat? We have

consistently held that the most effective means of eliminat·

ing the danger of a nuclear war and of guaranteeing the

super·Power, while trying hard to maintain a state of "no the sympathy and support of the people of the world. At

war, no peace" in the Middle East, has been stirring up present, the key to a solution of the Korean que:.,·ion is that

trouble and sowing dissension among the Arab countries in the United States must withdraw all its troops and

order to undermine their unity and sap their fighting armaments from South Korea and that the so-called

strength so as to fish in troubled waters. "United Nations Command" must be disbanded. The

United States and the Park Chung Hee clique of South

Korea must stop all their scheming activities to create "two

Koreas". We firmly support the position and efforts of the

Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

to achieve the independent and peaceful reunification of

Korea. The resolution for promoting the independent and

peaceful reunification of Korea adopted by the United

Nations General Assembly at its thirtieth session {resolu
tion 3390 (XXXJj should be implemented in earnest and

without delay. The Korean question should be settled by

the Korean people themselves free from any foreign

interference.

235. The Chinese Government and people have always

held that the Arab and Palestinian peoples are the imme

diate victims of the fierce rivalry of the super·Powers and

the aggression and expansion committed by Israel. The

settlement of the Middle East question can be realized only

when it truly leads to the recovery of the lost territories of

the Arab people and the restoration of the national rights

of the Palestinian people, and only thus can it bring peace

to the Middle East. The struggle of the Arab countries and

people against Israeli zionism is perfectly just, and it is

closely linked with the struggle against hegemonism. The

Chinese Government and people consistently and resolutely

support the Arab and Palestinian peoples in their struggle to

recover their lost territories and to regain Palestinian

national rights, and we are firmly opposed to the two

super·Powers competing for hegemony in the Middle East

and grossly trampling upon the interests of the Arab

people. We strongly condemn the Israeli Zionist policies of

aggression and expansion. We do not recognize Israel and

will have nothing to do with it. It is our sincere hope that

through patient consultations the Arab and Palestinian

peoples will eliminate their differences, ceaselessly strength

en their unity, gradually overcome the difficulties on their

road to progress and finally win great victories in their

struggle against aggression.

236. Southern Africa remains the biggest colonial region

in the world today. Abetted and backed by the imperialists,

the reactionary regimes in South Africa and Rhodesia are
still zealously pushing their colonialist and racist policies.

This state of affairs must not continue but must be

thoroughly changed. Under heavy blows from the

Zimbabwean and Namibian peoples rising in armed struggle,

the racist regimes are h,ding for their doom, but they are

still putting up a last'Qltch fight by pressing ahead with

such political tricks as the so-called "internal settlement"

and making incessant incursions into ne~ghbouring African

States in an effort to maintain their reactionary rule.

Moreover, there is no slackening in the rivalry between the

two super-Powers in this region. The late-coming super

Power, in particular, is carrying out inmtration and

expansion by every possible means. We have always held

that all countries which uphold· justice should strongly

support the people of Zimbabwe, Na~bia and Azania in

their struggle for liberation. Zimbabwe and Namibia should

attain genuine national independence free from any outside

interference and on the basis of territorial int~grity and

unification. South Africa's policy of apartheid must be

abolished. The United Nations must follow the historical

trend and perform its bounden duty of putting an end to

the colonialist and racist rule in southern Africa in

accordance with the eager. desire and just· demands of the

African people. China firmly supports the just struggles of

the Azanian, Zimbabwean and Namibian peoples. We are

sure that the great African people will shatter the last

stronghold of colonialism and racism and win .complete

independence and liberation for the whole of Africa.

237. The Korean people's just struggle for the indepen

dent and peaceful reunification of their fatherlanti has won.
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security of all countries is the complete prohibition ancl
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons. Moreover, we
have reaffirmed on many occasions that at no time and
under no circumstances shall we use nuclear weapons
against the non-nuclear countries. If the author of the
proposed "international convention" had the slightest
concern for the security of the non-nuclear countries and
for international peace, it should at least undertake the
obligation not to use nuclear weapons under whatever
conditions agaiust the non-nuclear countries, instead of
playing tricks of one kind or another.

240. During the current session, a further decision is to be
taken on the machinery for disarmament. It is entirely
legitimate for the numerous small and medium-sized coun
tries to demand strongly a change in the super-Power
manipulation of the disarmament negotiations and a reform
in the disarmament machinery. The decision of the tenth
special session to reform the disarmament machinery
reflects to some extent the aspiration of these countries.
However, the new negotiating body still falls far short of
the demand of many countries, and it can hardly free itself
entirely from super-Power control and ensure the realiza
tion of the reasonable propositions of various countries on
disarmament. Of course, the progress of the struggle for
disarmament does not depend entirely on the negotiatnlg
body; rather it depends essentially on whether the super
Powers can be forced to change their intransigent stand.
The struggle for disarmament must be closely linked with
the struggle to safeguard national independence, defend
state sovereignty and territorial integrity, and combat
hegemonism. We are ready to continue to work together
with the large number of small and mediilm-sized countries
for genuine disarmament. ',

241. In the past year, the third-world countries have
. continued ,their' untemittingstruggle for the establishment

of a new international economic order. United as one, they
have made great efforts for the realization of their just
proposals in disregard' of the threats and promises of the
super-Powers. They have greatly expanded their economic
and technical co-operation, and various organizations of
raw-material-producing countries ,and regional co-operative
bodies have 'been established and steadily consolidatedl. The
tbird-world countries have also increased their economic
and technical co-operation with many second-world coun
tries~Some developed countries 'have taken measures to
'reduce or cancel some debts owed by developing countIjes.
AI! this ha's a positive effect on the reform of the91d
international economic relations and the establishment of a
new international ecolWm~c order and on ,the developrnent
of the national ecunomiesof the third world.

242. However, owing to ,super-Power obstruction and
sabotage, no real progress has been made in destroying the
old and establishing the new i~ the international econorrtic
field. One super-Power' isplli¥ing with the words "new
order" but is in factstiU obstinately defending the old
order. The othersupey-Power has put up the slogan of
"derrIOCra'tic reform" but has tried to make international
economic relations serve its interests in gaining world
hegell'!ony so as to' extend. and 'aggravate its exploitation
and control of developing countries:"'rhis is the'~main

.obstacle to the 'establishment of a new international
econolllicorder.

243. -The urgent desire of the developing countries for
establishing a new international economic order has become
a great historical trend. At the same time, it must be
noticed that arduous and complex struggles have to be
waged before this goal can be attained. We believe that, so
long as the b'1ird-world countries keep to the correct
principles and orientation of the sixth special session of the
United Nations General Assembly, persist in solidarity and
unite with all forces that can be united and wage a long and
unremitting struggle, they will surmount all difficulties and
win successive victories. The Chinese Government reso
lutely supports this just atruggle as well as the reasonable
proposals of the developing countries, such as an integrated
programme for commodities and its common fund, the
reduction or cancellation of debts, an increase in funds for
development, and better conditions for the transfer of
technology so as to promote production and scientific and
technological progre'ss in the developing countries. It is also
our hope that the second-world countries will all adopt a
correct attitude to strengthen their co-operation with
developing countries on aneql,lal footing and contribute to
the establishment of a new international economic order.

244. At present, China is in a new period of development.
Following the behests of our great leader Chairman Mao
Tsetung and beloved Premier Chou En-lai, the Chinese
people have set off on a new Long March and are
determined . to turn China into a prosperous socialist
country with modernized agriculture, industry, national
defence and science and technology by the end of the
century. In high spirits, the Chinese people are working
hard to attain this magnificent goal.

245; In international affairs, China will pursue, as always,
Chl\innan Mao's revolutionary line in foreign affairs, Firmly
adhering to Chairman Mao's theory of ~he three worlds, we
will strengthen our unity with the' oppressed peoples and
nations of the world and with all third-world countries; and
unite with all countries which lire subjected to supe't-Power
aggression, subversion, interference, control or bullying to
form the broadest possible united front against super·~ower
hegeinonism. We will establish or develQP' relations with
other countries on the basis of the Five Principles: mutual
respect for ~~vereignty and territorial integrity; mutual

. non-aggr~s' ',; 'llOn-interference 'in each other's internal
.affairs; e', .jty and m.utual benefit; and peaceful co"
existence. - ,~'\Jport all the oppressed peoples and nations
in th~:\~ ,. :"i'':ol1ary struggles and all count,ies struggling
to S!li'~51 their independence and sovereignty arid to
dofelld international peace and security, and we are
r..pposed to all forms of foreign rule, 'dominationand
hegemony. '

246.. The' past y~ar has witnessed great progress in our
,friendly relations with many countries. We have warmly

entertained .on· friendly vislts mauy State, leaders from
, whom,we hav.e, received, much encouragement, sympathy

and support. In the current new situa~ion, our State leadp,rs, .
out of a sincere desire for friendship, peace, understanding
and eo-operation, have taken the initiative of visiting many
'countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe.. Our
friend.ship with many countries and our mutual under
standing have been, enhanced through .sincere and candid
talks based on mutual respect. With joint exploration and
endeavour, our e.conomic links, scientific and technological
cO-operation and ijultural exchanges with them have been
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Mr. Tsering (Bhutan). Vice-President, took the Chair.

254. Once again we have assembled in this great hall of the
United Nations, as we do each year, to assess the progress
of peace in our world, to debate the problems of global
concern and to chart _the course for a better future for
mankind. Standing on the threshold of the last quarter of
this century, we perceive grave challenges for the inter
national community with respect to those noble principles
and great objectives which we as Members of this Organiza
tion are pledged to pursue and implement.

255. Peace remains precarious and human rights are
wantonly denied in many parts of our one world. Self
determination is still less than universal. Debasing policies
of apartheid, racism and racial discrimination continue to
insult the conscience of humanity. Vestiges and upsurges of
colonialist and neo-colonialist oppression and foreign
domination remain deeply entrenched. Exploitation and
deprivation bear heavily on the underprivileged. The race
for weapons of mass destruction escalates unabated.
Imbalances in world economic relations seem to defy
change. Various forms of pollution and the wasteful use of
limited and irreplaceable resources threaten to plunge
humanity into an environmental crisis of unprecedented
magnitude.

256. Those are the dismal realities of our times. A reversal
of those trends and the blossoming of a more hopeful
future demand concerted and positive action by us all. It
will require the adoption of \IIl approach truly reflective of
the interdependence of nations, an approach transcending
parochial conceptions of national interests and demonstrat
ing genuine commitment to the fulfdment of shared goals
and aspirations~ The seeds of mistrust, fear and suspicion,
whether planted in the Middle East, southern Africa or
Cyprus, must be uprooted and replaced by mutual trust and
understanding, friend~hip and co-operation.

257. Our total energies, our determ;ned efforts must be
galvanized and directed towards the resolution of problems
that affect our common interests. It is through these efforts
that we might ensure for all mankind the enjoyment of a
minimum standard of living devoid of hunger, apprehen
sions, ignorance, disease and poverty.

258. In this global undertaking we welcome the participa
tion of Solomon Islands, whose admission as the one
hundred and fiftieth Member )f the United Nations
represents a step forward in this Organization's endeavour
to attain true universality. as envisaged by the Charter. But
mere increase in membership alone is no guarantee of an
effective and viable organization; nor will it ensure the
realization of established objectives: those can come to

markedly strengthened. Our friendly contacts with other his wise conduct of difficult negotiations certainly merit
peoples have also become more frequent. The Chinese our high commendation.
people, and the '~ople of other countries likewise, are al f th U· cl N f
happy to see ......: growth of friendly relations between 253. To the Secretary-Gener o. e mte a.lo.ns,
them. We will continue our efforts in this direction. Mr. Kurt Waldheim, we offe.r a spec~al word of apprecIatIOn

for his lmdaunted efforts In the mterest of peace, pros-
perity and justice for all mankind, again reflected in his
concise but comprehensive annual report to this Assembly
on the work of the Organization [A/33/1/. The selfless,
l'llyal and dedicated service he continues to render to the
international community has won for him high esteem and
credit.

247. This year, our supreme leader, Ch!lirman Hua Kuo
feng, has visited Korea, Romania, Yugoslavia and Iran.
These visits, which have had satisfactory results, constitute
a major event in China's relation~ with foreign countries,
have received wide attention and have been given a positive
appraisal by international opinion. These historic visits have
greatly deepened the sincere understanding between China
and the countries concerned, have opened up broader vistas
for bilateral friendly co-operation, and are conducive to
world peace.

248. Recently, China and Japan signed a Treaty of Peace
and Friendship after making prolonged efforts and over
coming various obstacles. This treaty records the desire of
the Chinese and Japanese peoples to live in amity from
generation to generation. It includes the explicit stipulation
that u ••• neither of them should seek hegemony in the
Asia-Pacific region or in any other region and that each is
opposed to efforts by any other country or group of
countries to establish such hegemony". This is the first time
that such a stipulation is included in an international treaty.
The treaty is of great importance both to the development
of relations of peace and friendship between China and
Japan and to the defence of peace and security in the
Asia-Pacific region.
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249. The Chinese people ardently love peace and are
opposed to a new world war. Moreover, we need an
enduring, peaceful international environment in which to
build up our country. Faithful to Chairman Mao's teach
ings, China will never seek hegemony or act like a
super-Power, neither now nor in the future, when China
becomes a powerful modernized socialist country. Con
fronted with the growing danger of war, we are determined,
while engaging in peaceful construction at home, to do our
part, together with the people of all other countries, to
safeguard peace and put off war.

250. Reviewing the international developments of the past
year and looking ahead into the future, we see that
countries want independence, nations want liberation and
the people want revolution-this historical trend is irre
sistible though the road may be tortuous and the sky may
be overcast from time to time. The world belongs to the
people, and the future of the world is bright. Of this we are
fully confident.

251. Mr. DENNIS (Liberia): The delegation of Liberia
extends its warmest congratulations to you, Sir, on your
well-deserved election to the presidency of this thirty-third
session of the General Assembly. We wish you well in the
performance of your tedious responsibilities and pledge our
unswerving co-operation and support. It is our hope that
under your able leadership and guidance this session will be
marked by a constructive and creative spirit.

252. In the same light, we wish to express our apprecia
tion to your illustrious predecessor, Mr. Lazar Mojsciv, who
presided with distinction over the thirty-second session of
thts Assembly and three specia.~2sions of significant
.h,is,toric meaning. His tactful handling of delicate issues and
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fruition only through the determined will and combined
effort of each and every Member State.

259. The new world order to which we aspire must
envisage an equitable and democratic system of inter
national relations, It must be based on co-operation,
equality and justice, rooted in respect for fundamental
rights, and geared towards the achievement of the greatest
good for the greatest number.

260. We can all agree that those factors constitute the
essential prerequisites for an enduring international peace.
And yet, peace continues to elude us. Whether mankind's
common fate will be one of peace or of destruction remains
uncertain. That uncertainty is as glaring in southern Africa
as in the Middle East and other vortices of tension.

261. In the case of southern Africa, the inhuman, abhor
rent and repressive system of apart1leid and racial discrimi
nation still undermines the dignity and worth of the true
African personality. There, an immoral and callous white
minority daily suppresses the majority black population.
There, racist obstinacy and recalcitrance sharply confront
the wrath and dogged determination of a people whose just
claim to freedom. human dignity, equality and indepen
dence will inevitably triumph.

262. The just entitlement of Namibia to independence in
the entirety of its territory has always been upheld by this
Assembly, as recently confirmed at its ninth special session
devoted to that question. My Government had taken the
occasion of that special session to indicate its recognition of
the proposal of the five Western nations22 as a basis for
further negotiations towards independence of the Territory.
In the same vein our doubts were expressed about the
sincerity of South Africa's acceptance of the proposal.
Time and events have substantiated those apprehensions.
The deceptive nature of the South African regime has thus
been exposed by its decision to implement its own formula
for independence in Namibia, implicitly rejecting the
proposal of the five Western nations, which has won the
endorsement of the Security Council and the international
community.

263. The historical role of Liberia in championing the
cause of independence for Namibia is well known and needs
no further elaboration here. My Government maintains that
any formula for independence in Namibia must accord to
SWAPO a distinction commensurate with its role in the
vanguard of the liberation struggle.

264. The United Nations cannot accept, without losing
credibility, yet another affront by South Africa to its
legitimate authority over Namibia. The international com
munity cannot shirk its responsibility by tolerating the
subterfuges, schemes and machinations of racist bigots in
South Africa who are bent on imposing an unrepresentative
and puppet leadership on the Namibian people. It is more
imperative now than ever before that we counter this new
South African challenge by imposing mandatory economic
sanctions under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter.
We believe that even those countries which heretofore had
opposed the application of those measures should by now
be convinced of their necessity given the continued
intransigence and obstinacy of racist South Africa.

22 See OfficiIlI Records of the Security Council, Thirty-third
YeDT, Supplement for April, May and June 1978, document
5/12636.

265. With respect to Zimbabwe, the international com·
munity has rejected the so-called internal settlement as a
basis for genuine independence with majority rule. Even the
signatories to that agreement have come to recognize its
inadequacy. Yet they refuse to join the international
community in the search for a more wholesome settlement.
Thus, increasing violence is the state of affairs in that
troubled TerritOiY.

266. My Government believes that the last hope for a
peaceful resolution of this crisis lies in t!;e j'roposal for an •
all-party conference involving the Patr:otic Front and other
political factions of Zimbabwe, aimed at reaching an
acceptable formula for independence on the basis of the
Anglo-American proposal.23

267. We have repeatedly cautioned that time is of the
essence if we are to avert a catastrophe in southern Africa.
For the patience and endurance of the oppressed people are
by no means without limits. Already their quest for
freedom has taken the form of armed resistance. It will
intensify and escalate unless the international community
resolves to take firm, positive and united action to remove
all obstructions in the path of independence in Namibia,
independence with majority rule in Zimbabwe, and
majority rule in South Africa itself. For its part, Liberia will
continue to consolidate its efforts for the attainment of
those objectives, whether by peaceful means or through an
intensified armed struggle.

268. Towards the establishment of a lasting peace in the
Middle East, recent developments have given cause for
guarded optimism. I refer to the historic tripartite summit
meetings convened at Camp Dav;:d in the United States
between the heads of State of Egypt, Israel and the United
Sta~es. It has been disclosed that the summit meetings
succeeded in designing a framework for peace in the Middle
East and laying the basis for the conclusion of a peace
treaty between Egypt and Israel.

269. My Government, always preferring that conflicts be
resolved through the instruments of - conciliation and

. negotiation, commends the initiative taken by President
Jimmy Carter in hosting this important meeting and the
flexibility, 'goodwill and compromising spirit demonstrated
by the parties concerned. The results of the summit
meetings no doubt represent a significant step in the
application of the principle of peaceful coexistence in the
Middle East.

270. It remains our hope, however, that within the
framework of the agreements reached at Camp David the
Palestinian people will' be ·3J.lowed fully to exercise their
inalienable right to self-determination and the establish
ment of a State of their own. To this we add the wish that
the impact of a just and lasting settlement in the Middle
East will serve to extinguish the fires of hatred and conflict
now ablaze in Lebanon. Such a 'settlement, if it is to'
occasion genuine and enduring peace, must rest on Arab
unity and solidarity.

271. The calm that prevails in Cyprus, in the presence of a
United Nations peace-keeping force, should not lure the

23 Ibid., Thirty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1977, document 5/12393.
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273. It is regrettable to note that 30 years have elapsed
since the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and yet gross violations of these funda
mental rights are still common occurrences in many parts of
our one world. Man's inhumanity to his fellow man has
taken rnore repugnant fonns. clearly violating inter
nationally accepted standards of morality and decency.

272. Similarly, as regards the Korean question, my
Government strongly believes that the joint communique of
4 JUly 197224 constitutes a realistic basis for bridging the
chasm that divides the Korean people. We hold the view
that a pragmatic and realistic effort to resolve this problem
should be aimed at encouraging the two parties directly
concerned to resume their dialogue as early as possibie. This
approach would enable them to dispel lingering mistrust
and fear.
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international community into a false notion that conditions Federal Republic's initiative25 in this grave and irnportant
for a genuine peace have thus been fulfilled; for the danger matter. We pledge our full support for this laudable effort.
of renewed explosion simmers beneath the current stale· . . .
mate, making real the possibility of an eruption of 277. Durmg the th!rty.seco~d. sess!on of the General
hostilities. Liberia remains convinced that the' two com. Assembly my delega!lon alS? Jomed m .the eff~rts to seek
munities in Cyprus have the capacity to decide their ~easures to ~revent Interna!lonal ter.ronsm, .whlch resul!ed
common fate with due regard to the independence, m the adoptIon of ~ resolutIon o~ thIS question {resolUtion
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the island and the !2j147J: We rem~m deeply dlsturbe~ over all acts. of
enjoyment of freedom, justice and equality by both mternatlOnal terronsm, but. my delegatiol' dlso recogmzes
communities. This cause Gan be advanced through the that t~ere are often underlymg causes that hreed and spaw~
implementation of relevrillt resolutions of the United terronsm and that these causes need to be redressed If
Nations. international terrorism is to be eliminated.

278. The process of human development could be aided
by a progressive movement towards general and complete
disannament. The te!' th special session, devoted to this
question, marked a major step towards the attainment of
this goal. We consider that session to be indicative of the
grOWing awareness thaj peace remains fragile in the face of
a mounting anns race. with the unchecked economic
burden it entails. Perhaps the greatest achievement of the
session lies in the establishment of a constructive frame·
work for deliberations on and negotiation of disarmament
issues in all their aspects. While institutional rnachinery
cannot be a guarantee of the translation of ideals into
realities or serve as & substitute for political will, it
constitutes an essential link in the realization of declared
intentions and aspirations. Therefore we believe that a
rededication of our efforts would contribute to maintaining
the momentum of the tenth special session both in
principle and in practice.

274. There is a pressing need to reaffinn these rights in all
their aspects since they must be recognized as the strongest
foundation for international peace and security. It is here
that the phenomenon of progress finds its truest signifi
cance, for. development can be fully appreciated only when
man serves as the central point of all development
objectives and goals. This is the conviction that shapes and
directs Liberia's domestic and foreign policy. There could
be no better way to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights than by a common resolve to translate these lofty
principles into meaningful action for human progress.

275. The question of international terrorism continues to
be of deep concern to the world community. My Govern·
ment regrets any action by anyone anywhere that takes or
endangers innocent human life. We stand ready to co·
operate with other Members of the United Nations in
pursuing appropriate action to combat iriternational terror·
ism. whether it be the hijacking of international carriers or
the indiscriminate taking of hostages or the killing of
innocent persons. Indeed, my Government during the
thirty-second session of the United Nations General
Assembly supported the drafting of an international con
vention against the taking of hostages.

276. At this point, pennit me to express to the Govern
ment of the Federal Republic of Gennany. through its
Foreign Minister and Vice-Chancellor. Hans-Dietrich
Genscher, my Government's deep appreciation _of the

24 Officiol Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sevel/th
Sesrion, Supplement No. 27, annex I.

.'

279. The central role of the sea for the future quality of
life cannot be over-emphas~ed. As the last untapped
reservoir of terrestrial natural resources, it represents man's
last hope in the management of the limited resources of our
planet. It must. therefore, be the link that unites us in our
endeavour to achieve collective economic security. Thus the
oceans and the sea-bed must remain the common heritage
of mankind, allowing all to benefit equally from the
exploration and exploitation of resources in that region. We
should each refrain from undertaking unilateral action
which could undennine the efforts of the international
community to fonnulate an acceptable convention on the
law of the sea.

280. The quest for sustained-world economic growth and
development remains a major preoccupation of my Govern
ment. We are mindful that only after the rust decade of its
existence did this Organization become regularly seized of
problems of economic development. The sixth and seventh
special sessions of this Assembly are historic for the
unequivocal and unprecedented emphasis they placed on
development and economic issues, which were made
co-equal with political and security questions. We are
gratified by the creation, withirt the structure of the United
Nations, of the new post of Director-General for Develop
ment and International Economic Co·operation and here
we commend the Secretary-General for his selection of
Mr. Dadzie, a worthy son of Africa, to serve the inter
national community in this vitally important position.

281. Nevertheless, it is a sad commentary that 'the
constructive spirit that- chlmlcterized the two special

2S Ibid., Thirty·first Session, Annexes, agenda item 123.
document A/31/242.
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288. Today, the credibility of the United Nations is
increasing among nations. This renewal of confidence is due
to a large extent to the world-wide scope of the problems
dealt with here, to the results attained and to the quality of
the men called upon to exercise responsibilities therein.

290. I should like on this occasion to pay a tribute and
express our thanks to the Deputy Federal Secretary for
Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
Mr. Lazar Mojsov, who conducted with such wisdom and
vision the work of the thirty-second session of the General
Assembly and the special sessions which followed it.

291. I should like to pay a special tribute to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Kurt
Waldheim, for his tireless efforts in the interests of peace
and security, which can only be attained by a more
democratic redistribution of responsibilities and resources
among nations, as he himself has often recalled.

289. Mr. Lievano is the most convincing example of that
quality. My delegation welcomes his election to the
presidency of the thirty-third session of the General
Assembly. In these difficult times of tension and confronta
tion the choice could not have been wiser. His long
diplomatic experience and the fact that he belongs to a
people whose philosophy is one of both moderation and
resolute determination in the service of just causes are
encouraging factors for those who are expecting this session
to be conducted in an experienced manner, giving clear but
judicious expression to the right of peoples, the very raison
d'etre of our Organization. It would be superfluous, I think,
to assure the President, of the co-operation of my delega
tion in ensuring the total success of this session, which will
do honour not only to him but also to Colombia, his
country. And his success will be his own.

292. The admission of Solomon Islands to the concert of
free natiolls which Burundi welcomes with pleasure falls
within an inevitable process of decolonization for all
peoples of the earth. .

sessions has not permeated the wide range of negotiations hand, and, on the other hand, they tried to divert the
motivated by them. Empty ~ronouncements, stalemated United Nations from its primary mission: the democratiza-
talks and endless rhetoric remain the order of the day. This tion of international relations in favour of all Members,
is most evident in the case of the Committee Established large and small.
under General Assembly Resolution 32/174, which has
failed to reach agreement on a matter as elementary as its
mandate and terms of reference. The North-South dialogue
remains deadlocked on such issues as orderly commodity
markets, stabilized foreign exchange earnings, mutually
beneficial corporate partnership, debt problems and an
increased transfer of real resources to developing countries:

283. Facing the future, we have endorsed a blueprint for
harmonious inter-State relations based on justice and
solidarity. The United Nations provides the most appro
priate framework for the attainment of this objective. It is
within this Organization that a veritable code of conduct
for nations can be progressively defined and adopted; it is
here that peaceful co-operation between countries posses
sing different social structures can be developed, nurtured
and transformed into more dynamic collaboration in
building a genuinely humane world.

282. The need for structural adjustments to meet the
imbalances and inequalities among nations must be con
sidered, negotiated and promoted. It is only through a
continuing commitment to change and reform, coupled
with the requisite political will and co·operation, that the
New International Economic Order will be achieved.

284. While this Organization has been severely criticized
for its weaknesses and short-comings, it has nevertheless
remained a dynamic organism for contemporary inter
national relations. From its very inception it was hampered
by great-Power conflicts, buffeted by racism and national
ism and beset by financial and constitutional crises which
threatened its very existence. It has not only survived these
crises but has made significant contributions to peace and
security. It has localized major conflicts, spearheaded the
transition from colonialism to jndependence, mobilized
substantial resources to enhance'the socio-economic pro
gress of peoples all over the world and championed the
search for equality and justice in inter-State relations. In
essence, the United Nations has served the interest of its
Member States and the world community reasonably well.

i
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285. Whatever its short-comings, we must remain mindful
of the fact that this Organization will be no less and can be
no better than what we, its Member States, endeavout to
make it. In an era of magnanimity and ruthlessness, of
hopes and fears, of faith and doubt, of noble prospects and
challenging adventure, ours is the duty to make this
Organization a viable instrument of international peace and
security. This is our challenge.

286. Mr. MUGANGA (Burundi) (interpretation from
French): Not so long ago,the United Nations was subjected
to criticisms which were as vehement as they were
destructive by some forces. Accused of powerlessness, it
was thus insidiously kept out of the settlement (lf questions
vital to peace, international security and the progress of
peoples, which are its fundamental goals.

287. In so doing, those forces tried to keep an exclusive
hold on the conduct of international affairs, on the one

293. The serious problems before our Organization have
been subjected to wide and comprehensive analyses at this
rostrum. From that standpoint, our contributi.on.might rull
the risk (, f merely reiterating the relevant statements made
by those who preceded me, and thus tire an audience
already sorely tried.

294. Nevertpeless, the persistenfe of colonialism and racist
regimes, the re-emergence of conflicts among States fed by
the allies involved, the permanence of a system of exploi:
tationof the weak by the rich, the accelerated waste of
human and material resources invested in im over-armament
which is as dangerous. as it is inexplicable are concerns
which cannot but be mentioned here.

295. To be sure, all the voices of the world combined
would not bring any answer to the problems involving such
vast egotistical and contradictory interests. Nevertheless, it
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is true that the constant return to the same questions
gradually defines their shape, thus making possible greater
awareness on the part of the peoples, which alone in the
final analysis are capable of finding lasting and just
solutions.

296. Were it not for the possibility of learning to speak on
behalf of the right of peoples, the recurrence of our debates
within this Organization would be reduced to vain reitera
tion of statements, irritating because of their futility. So
the right tone must be used so that the lesson makes it
mark.

297. A certain Power endeavours to single out the faults,
even the crimes of others, in the conduct of third parties,
hoping thus to blind its own people and be considered
innocent by other Members.

298. A humble nation sometimes advocates the interests
of its defenders and assists its adversaries, forgetting its own
short-comings vis-a-vis its responsibilities. Accusing others
becomes the art of vindicating oneself. Thus, the rostrum of
the United Nations may soon run the risk of becoming the
place for passionate invective and petty bickering.

299. As for us, along with many others, we think that the
seriousness of the situations requiring our attention calls for
a lucid approach and calm and collective thought, which
should be concerned not with overcoming or diminishing
the adversary but with together finding dynamic com
promises for the benefit of all.

300. Guided by the spirit of conciliation, without com
placency or surrender, any statement would be a positive
contribution to transforming old situations of injustice of
which colonialism, apartheid and zionism are typical
examples.

301. Whether we are dealing with southern Africa,
Western Sahara, the Middle East, East Timor or Belize, we
are faced with flagrant colonial situations: the denial to
peoples of their right to self-determination, the diversion of
their resources and labour forces for the profit of their
masters and metropolitan countries, cultural subordination
and the distortion of their values.

302. Faced with that iniquity, the advantage of an
objectiv,~ start requLres that we identify the protagonists in
order to allocate the respective responsibilities.

303. Within our Organization and elsewhere it has become
a commonplace to denigrate the white minority regimes. Of
course, those regimes bear the grave responsibility of
exercising anachronistic racist domination over millions of
Africans. Nevertheless, this cannot vindicate the Powers
that are the allies of those minorities, which in certain
respects are the tools of exploitation of the black people.

304. If, instead of resorting to the usual subterfuges, the
friends of Pretoria and Salisbury were to recognize their
open complicity, and if, instead of virtuous protests,
effective pressure were brought to bear upon those advocat
ing racial discrimination, there is no doubt that astep
would be taken towards peace and the rehabilitation of
those peoples reduced to slavery in their own land.

.,~

.'

305, One seeks in vain the reason for the constant support
provided to the white regimes in the political, economic
and above all military fields.

306. It is true that Pretoria is constantly developing
preposterous ideas to legitimize its policy, such as the
superiority of the white man, to be safeguarded by racial
solidarity against black barbarity or Western civilization
threatened by communism, for which the blacks serve as
middleman.

307. It would be alarming if such falsifications were to
gain support, however vaguely it might be expressed. It goes
withOut saying that a formal disavowal in fact would not be
sufficient to comfort the victims of apartheid and their
allies,led by Africa.

308. Rather than be given verbal assurances, Africa and
our Organization are entitled to witne, specific gestures on
the part of the Western Members. In the one hand,
instructed by colonial history, they are in a position to
understand the justice of the cause of subjected peoples and
to assess their determination to win in the end. Moreover,
the past of mwy of them is characterized by desperate
struggles to gain or maintain their independence. Finally, it
seems that the place of those who escaped the scourge of
nazism should naturally be in the forefront of the anti
apartheid and anti-colonial struggle. The humiliations and
the tombs are there: devastating proof to compensate for
any lapse of memory which might occur.

309. If, despite all these reasons, a decisive opening has
been so long in coming, it is beyond all doubt because of
the existence in these colonies-and in southern Africa
especially-of vital material interests, objectively linked to
the socio-political structures of the racist and colonialist
systems.

310. Here again, a cool and open-minded look at the
reality of the future reveals the possible choices. Either the
West will try to guarantee its interests by maintaining the
socio-political regimes which are an insult to mankind and
therefore must be condemned, or it will change its allies
and become involved in the task of establishing co
operation among the far-sighted humanist elements existing
in white society on the one hand, and the popular forces on
the other-those forces which' are the architects of the
inevitable national liberation, whatever may be the short
comings, the backward steps or even the internal betrayals.

311. The alternative seems clear.

312. Given the temporary material superiority of the
white regimes and the colonial Powers, the first choice,
alliance with oppressive forces, has the tenuous advantage
that it maintains the enormous immediate interests in an
outmoded situation. The second path, alliance with progres
sive forces, opens up a tlueefold prospect: first of all,
preventing white and black maI1kind being struck down in
the flower of its youth in a savage and deadly war; then
setting up between former enemies lasting egalitarian
co-operation which takes account of the legitimate aspira
tions and interests of all the parties involved; finally, after
so much hatred and blood, proclaiming before the world
that right is greater than might, that freedom will prevail
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over subjugation and that fraternity will prevail over already made praiseworthy efforts, that those efforts are

discrimination, all of which is in accordance with the not sufficient and that more pressure and more sanctions

humanist tradition of Western civilization and honours man are necessary in order to lead Namibia to total indepen·

pcrse. dence, with complete territorial integrity, under the leader·

ship of SWAPO.

313. If reason thus took precedence over passion and

emotion, the essential over what is expedient, and if,

therefore, those who have traditionally supported the

oppressors chose the second path, backing the progressive

forces, such a development would impose new duties and

attitudes with respect to each colonial situation.

314. In South Africa, instead of adopting a reprehensible

delaying attitude which allows Pretoria time to create

irreversible situations, our Organization, unanimously this

time, must proceed to threefold concerted action: first of

all, to breaking off all relations with the apartheid regime to

force it into total isolation; secondly, at the same time to

begin, using all the communications media, a psychological

campaign to rid the white and black people of their

~spective complexes of racial superiority and inferiority,

which create psychological trauma, mutual distrust and

reciprocal persecution. If one assesses the destruction

caused to people's minds by the ideology of the natural

supremacy of some and the inherent deficiencies of others,

one realizes that this cleansing action is in no way

superfluous. Finally, it will be necessary to promote

internal structures of egalitarian co-operation among races,

at work, in the schools and in the areas of social and

political life.

315. These structures of cO'operation will not only coun

terbalance the dismemberment of the country into

bantustans, but will also be the necessary internal link

which, together with the co-ordinated struggles of the

nationalist movements, will create the conditions for the

fmal overthrow'of the stubborn racist core in power.

316. Let no one see in what I have said mere academic

thoughts. Victory will be the fruit of multifarious popular

resistance, co-ordinated both internally and externally.

317_ We are among those who abhor the use of violence. If

the racists renounce the use of violence, the nationalists

who have little means ofviolence-will have to use peaceful

means; otherwise, they will have to fight.

318. On Zimbabwe, our Organization must reiterate its

condemnation of the ''internal settlement" and discourage

inconsistent compromises aimed at undermining the unity

of the Patriotic Front, the sole fighting force and the only

guarantee of decolonization which would not be merely a

revitalization of foreign domination in the guise of docile

and complaisant black power.

319. As for Namibia, the international community must

unconditionally support the decolonization plan of the

Secretary-General of the' United Nations and call on the

Security CouncU to implement it without further delay.

~ fact that South Africa exercises over Namibia a power

usurped from our Organization in 1966 and, moreover,

today arrogates to itself the right to dispute the provisions

established by the legitimate administering Power, is

ina.dmissible. Recent developments are not encouraging. We

must nevertheless show the Western countries, which have

320. The heroic struggle oi the Saharan people must be

hailed by all those who believe in right and freedom. The

best tribute which Burundi can pay to that people is to call

on our Organization to give general recognition to the

Saharan Arab Democratic Republic under the leadership of

the Frente POLlSARIO.26 If this desire is not fulfilled

immediately, I am happy to say that justice will certainly

not be long delayed. Already positive prospects are opening

up, which arc the just results of a bitter and tenacious

struggle out of all proportion to the modest numbers and

means available. This is touching proof of the invincibility

of peoples who abhor submission.

321. Turning to the question of Palestine and the Middle

East, whatever the initiatives taken in various bodies, the

position of my country is clear: the restoration of the

occupied Arab territories and the restoration of the

national rights of the Palestinian people constitute the

foundation of a just agreement. But to reach that point, the

Arab nation must assess the dangers of fragmentation on

the one hand and, on the other, the possible relegation to

the background of Palestinian resistance, which is the

principal protagonist in the struggle against Israel and the

driving force of any lasting victory.

322. There is no need to review all the colonial situations.

Those profiting from such injustice should understand that

the liberation of peoples is an irreversible phenomenon.

Therefore the manoeuvres, whether overt or disguised,

designed to maintain under foreign domination East Timor,

Belize, Mayotte and all the African islands around the

continent, appear futile.

323. If our Organization is to live up to its objective of

maintaining peace and security, some Members will have to

refrain from fostering hotbeds of tension and divisive

'situations, which must be eliminated in whatever way

necessary_ In fact sooner or later like the two Viet Nams,

the two communities of Cyprus will find a modus vivendi.
Taiwan will be reintegrated in the People's Republic of

China and the two Koreas will be reunited, as Burundi

whole·heartedly hopes. That is the profound wish of the

peoples; that is the course of history. Capriciously dis.

membered, tom apart by countless dissensions, Africa itself

will find within itself the resources necessary to make it

whole again.

324. Decolonization would be an unfmished task and the

relaxation of tensions and the solution of conflicts a success

without a f\lture if condition~ for a genuine economic

liberation were not created at the same time.

325. After the decisions adopted by the General Assembly

at its sixth and seventh special sessions, after the pro.

clamation of the Charter on Economic Rights and Duties of

States {resolUtion 3281 (XXIX)!, despite all attempts to
establish equitable international economic relations, a

26 Frente Popular para la Liberacion de Saguia cl Hamra y Rio de

Oro.
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334. Thus, instead of engaging in a frenzied search for
capital, teChnology and expertise as tile only nostrums the
men of the third world, since they are most directly
concerned, must be the initiators of development, with the
help of well organized collective work, workmanlike
methods constantly being perfected and their own crea
tivity .which can become expertise. This outlook has often
been criticized as backward-looking. But, while like the
flow of capital from abroad, the flow of technology and
expertise remain useful and even indispensable, it could
never be a lasting substitute for genuine involvement and
the use of one's own tools.

minority of wealthy nations continues to prosper at the the assurance that the tools of development are within their
expense of others who suffer from hunger, disease, ignor- reach in the mastery of their environment on the basis of
ance and natural disasters. existing potential, thanks to their own strength. Such a

reasoning will bring about a beneficial breaking off of all
kinds of colonial relationships and structures of depen
dence.

327. It is easy to forget that this affluence is what is
blocking the development of our countries. Extreme
indebtedness, the facile and subordinate role of the supplier
of raw materials-a role which keeps us from industriali
zation-the outward flow of trade which prevents us from
having access to huge potential neighbouring markets, and
the intrusion of inappropriate technology, which inhibits
the creative skills of our people-all these are things
unlikely to produce the goods required to meet the basic
needs of the majority.

326. While the structures which have created these in
justices still exist some would have the so-called poor
countries believe that access to the capital, technology and
products of the rich world is the royal road to develop
ment.
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328. If at least this policy were proposed at least in good
faith! But what do we see? As soon as the developing
countries are able to master a given technology for the
market the rich countries overtly or covertly resort to
protectionism; they want to ensure in every possible way
that tile international economic system operates first and
foremost in their favour, while making certain concessions
which are reassuring to the third world.

329. We must indeed in our Organization continue to look
for tentative solutions to such serious problems as those of
commodities, foreign indebtedness, the balance of pay
ments and the transfer of technology.

330. However, in order successfully to achieve real
development for our countries, we must have a complete
transformation of the world economic system. While that is
easy to say, it must neverfueless be translated into facts.
This involves two requirements: first of all, the poor
countries must resolutely choose a new development
policy; and secondly, it is necessary to elaborate a global
strategy accordingly.

331. This new vision of development is based on two main
beliefs. The first is that fue so-called poor countries possess
an enormous potential. Instead of yielding to a sense of
powerlessness and dearth, Africa, Asia and Latin America
should show their people the wealth of their soil, fueir
manpower, and their energy and mineral resources. The
second belief is that, instead of allowing the foreign
exploitation of fuis wealth, the third world has enough
imagination to develop it on its own on fue basis of
interdependence with fue industrialized countries and not
on the basis of servitude.

332. Having recovered their sense of self-confidence, the
people of the third world can bring about genuine
development, guided by a few key ideas which have become
increasingly popular and which have been tried and tested:
autonomy, on the one hand, and, on the ofuer, the belief
that man is the centre of initiative as well as of creation.

333. Without overlooking the need for co-operation, the
need for autonomy gives to those who choose fuis option

335. While history does give examples of societies which
have developed themselves from wifuin by their own
muscle power using simple, local techniques and appro
priate imitations when necessary, on the other hand, when
industrialization has invaded man's living space from the
outside, breaking down his doors, it is not development
that is produced, but the marginalization of tile peoples,
who are reduced to serving crushing machines wifuout
overcoming hunger and disease.

336. In short, rafuer than lagging behind the industralized
world, the third world should rely first on its own
population and the means at its disposal in order to achieve
development on the basis of self-reliance and to satisfy the
basic needs of fue !'\lasses of the people.

337. What is needed is realism rather than originality. We
need fue politics of the possible. To try to create fue most
modem industry at the expense of agriculture in areas
where there is hunger and disease runs counter to reason
and common sense.

338. Most nations Members of our Organization, even
fuose which have many options and choices, could not
achieve development by themselves in the face of the
crushing power of the transnational corporations and the
nationalistic selfishness of the inCIustrialized world. What is
needed is concerted action on the part of all the forces of
progress. The bases of a tripartite strategy already exist and
must be strengthened; I am referring to a strategy of the
developing countries, the United Nations and its specialized
agencies, and the forces of the industrialized world.

339. Even though they do not always satisfy everyone the
tireless efforts of the United Nations have exceptional
merit. Evidence of this is the United Nations Conference on
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries,
whose decisions and recommendations have the strong
support of my delegation.

340. May I also be permitted to pay a tribute to our
Organization for persevering in the elaboration of an
international convention on the law of the sea which is
designed to govern the equitable distribution of marine
resource. The drafting of national legislation in this
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349. Aware of their needs l.ud of the complementarity
which is necessary among people, the poorer countries
unceasingly display patience. Some may have believed that
the systematic resort to compromise was tantamount to
capitulation.

348. As to the unequal distribution of resources and
unfair trade, a new way must be found to achieve
development on the basis of autonomy and the skills of the
people themselves. Moreover, at the international level
equitable co-operation is preferable to economic warfare.

352. Between intransigent opptession and the deter
nlination of the victims to take up the challenge, our
Organization has no choice.

354. The PRESIDENT: The representa6e of Mexico has
asked to speak in right of reply. I now call on him.

355. Mr. CUEVAS CANCINO (Mexico) (Interpretation
from Spanish): On Tuesday-; 26 September /9th meetingj,
the representative of Nicaragua spoke in exercise of his
right of reply, and felt it necessary to refer to the
comments made by Mexico, during the general debate, on
the tragic situation in the sister country of Nicaragua.

. .
356. Very calmly I should like to make some very brief
comments now in order to ensure that no doubt remains on
the position of Mexico with regard to that question. Our
position was spelled out by the Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of my country at the meeting of consultation of the
Organization of American States, as well as during the
general debate on Tuesday, 26 September. Let me recall the

350. A long history of humiliation always brings serious
dangers for the victim as well as for the adversary. Human
rights are so often mentioned these days. Is it not time to
render justice to this humanity of the third world, the
prime victim of exploitation and domination? Despair and
resistance are interpreted everywhere as expressions of
anarchy and terrorism. Should we not gradually put an end
to all situations of frustration which are tantamount to
provocation?

351. To those who rely on the lassitude of the oppressed
and the abandonment of their rights, we would like to say
that the people have nevE" given up. On the contrary, each
passing day strengthens their faith in their cause. The
exemplary history of the peoples who have triumphed-in
former Portuguese Africa, in Indo·China-the maturation of
their aspirations for freedom in the wake of the suffering
they have endured in their struggles; the grOWing solidarity
of the progressive forces of the world-all these elements
converge to strengthen the legt\timate combat of the peoples
and inevitably lead them to victory.

,353. In keeping with our Charter, its objectives of peace
and justice, it is our obligation to promote solutions
acceptable to all. Where there is obstructionism or bad
faith, we must side with the victim. It is our duty: our
Organization cannot fail'in this duty without betraying us.

345. Even if it were in our interests a show of force is not
part of our tradition. But, in light of our responsibility to
our people, I would like to ask: what other options do we
have when faced with the intransigence of the rich?

347. In the areas of colonial domination or dangerous
conflicts and tensions we have called upon the victims and
the oppressors to reassess their conduct in order to

344. In addition to the timely efforts needed there are
other requirements for the success of economic integration
which are as yet far from being met: without an effective
harnessing of the national wealth, without greater inten
sification of horizontal trade and thE' development of
regional industrial policy, without the joint financing of
autonomous scientific and technical research programmes
the third world will continue to be exploited by the
industrialized world and its disinherited peoples will have to
suffer further intolerable consequences.

343, It is therefore clear that integration is necessary in
order to increase the ability to resist the forces of
exploitation and neo-colonialism. In this connexion the
non-aligned movement, the continental organizations which
are not in the sphere of influence of the major Powers,
regional co·operation under the leadership of young
economic communities, and the groupings of producers of
raw materials are all reasons for satisfaction and, at the
same time, an indication of what remains to be done for the
third world in order effectively to counteract the imperial- ,
ist coalition.

346. Instead of being an exercise in empty polemics, this
statement was designed as an objective reflection in an
effort to contribute to the understanding of certain painful
problems and also to outline some solutions which have not
been sufficiently explored.

connexion by some technologically powerful States worries safeguard their long-term mutual interests and to respect
us. Such actions seek to circumvent the future international the people who no longer accept brute force as the guiding
convention and to lend legitimacy to the appropriation of principle of their relations with others.
the wealth of the sea at the expense of our countries. This,
we think, is inadmissible and must cease.

342. Tltis integration is needed for several reasons. First, it
is impossible for most States of the third world to achieve
development separately because of a lack of adequate
human and material resources. Secondly, even the richly
endowed large States cannot individually withstand the
partisans of an international system of economic exploi
tation. Lastly, in the absence of a genuine, well·balanced
development profitable to everyone, it will be impossible to
ensure inner stability, peace and security among neigh
bouring States.

341. Although the efforts of the United Nations are
important they can never replace the struggle of the third
world itself. In order to determine the role the countries of
the third world should play in the strategy for the new
economic order they must draw up an inventory of their
strengths and their weaknesses. Suffice it to point out the,
disparity of their means as well as the diversity of their
cultural and socio·political systems. This is an indication of
the need for greater consistency, which is indispensable for
the achievement of economic integration.

------~----~------ -
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fact that in a spirit of solidarity with Latin America, and violation of human rights. Let us say that we did not refer
because of its faith injustice, Mexico deplores the violence, exclusively to international agencies nor did we rely on
the loss of innocent lives, the massive violation of human newspapers, which very often distort information on the
rights and of the fundamental rights of the civilian basis of all kinds of interests. In our statement we recalled
population which occur in cases of human conflict. We the fact that 16 Governments of the Americas with their
strictly adhere to the fundamental principles of our foreign own sources of information, in voting in favour of the
policy in this manner, since such adherence will be Mexican amendment, acknowledged the existence of
conducive to halting the bloodshed and to bringing peace to excesses in the civil struggle which was taking place on
that sister country. Nicaraguan soil.
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357. This legitimate concern found expression in the
meeting of consultation of the Foreign Ministers of the
Organization of American States when Mexico proposed
that a paragraph be inserted in the draft resolution then
under consideration which would deplore and censure the
excesses committed in the conflict that has brought such
bloodshed to the Nicaraguan people and appeal to all the
parties in this tragedy not to continue in the perpetration
of such acts. That amendment was supported by 16
countries of the American continent, including Mexico.
However, owing to the non-participation of one of the
States members, the Mexican amendment was not adopted.

358. In explaining the meaning of our specific proposal,
my country stated that it was inspired by very clear
humanitaria..11 goals, that it did not have any poiitical
purpose and had no interventionist designs. It was simply
reacting to the popular outcry in Latin America and to a
feeling of justified indignation at the excesses committed in
the civil struggle in Nicaragua.

359. In these statements, as was made clear, no reference
was made to any action on the part of the authorities of
that sister country. Therefore, it would seem symptomatic
that the representative of Nicaragua should have interpreted
references to the violation of human rights and other
excesses as an attack on his Government. That represen
tative in his reply referred to my delegation's lack of
information as the sole basis for our references to massive

360. With regard to the argument also mentioned by the
representative of Nicaragua, to the effect that once a
regional organization is considering or has considered a
matter the way is closed for bringing that situation before
the world forum, let me recall the traditional position of
my country, which is, incidentally, shared by many other
States: membership in a regional body cannot constitute a
pretext for discrimination with regard to the rights and
prerogatives that all States Members of the United Nations
have to consider any situation in which it is felt that there
has been a violation of one of the fundamental principles of
the United Nations Charter.

361. Finally, let me say that the Secretary-General of our
Organization himself, on the occasion of the World Con
ference to Combat Racism and Raciai Discrimination,
which concluded its work recently in Geneva, reminded us
of the clear-cut re1l1tionship which exists between the
respect for human rights and the maintenance of inter
national peace and security. He also recalled the circum
stances under which it is clear that no nation can claim
immunity on the basis of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the
Charter-which, as the representatives may recall, refers to
the non-intervention of this Organization in matters within
the domestic jurisdiction of States-when it comes to the
examination of mIgrant abuses of human rights and
expressions of international concern with regard to such
abuses.

TIle meeting rose at 8.10 p.m.
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