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CO]{C],USION OF A TRINTY ON TH}! COi,,IPL!]TE AI,JD GE]MFAL
PROIIIBITIOI.J OF I']UCL]JAI WEAPOj'I TISTS

Igle verbale dated 17 Feb ].911 fTorr the pernanent Mission of the
ijnion _of Sov_ier, Sociaf i s_t-Re o-utr

the Secret ary-General

The Pernanent l!.lission af the Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics to the Unite<l
ilations presents its compliments to the Se cret ary-Genera.l of the United lriations and
has the honour to inform him of the fallo\^ring.

The complete and general prohibition of nuclear veapon tests represents one of
the most urgent tasks connecteci with the cessation of the arins race. the reduction
of weapons stockpiles, and disarrirament.

The pressing need for the conclusion of an international treaty on the
prohibitlon by alf countries everywhere of nuclear treapon tests vas underlined once
again by the fatest decisions of the United iiations. As is r,re.ll hnown, at its
thlrtieth session the Generaf Assembfy of the Unilred llations, acti.ng on the
initiative of the soviet union, called upon all nuclear weapon states to enter into
negotiations on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear weapon tests with
the participation of non-nuclear-weapon states. At its thirty-first session" the
General Assembfy once again declared that such negotiations should be held as soon
as possible and, by an overwhelrding majority, adopted resolution 3l/89 on that
question.

Along other things, the afore&entioned resolution drev speciat attention to thefact that, during the thirty-first session of the General Assembly of the united.
Nations, proposals had been rnade and relevant documents submitted with a view to
finding a compronise basis for a generalfy acceptable understanding regarding the
supervision of co:npliance with an international agreement on the cessation of al1
types of nuclear i"reapon tests, in that connexion. it ls well known that the revised.
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draft trea.ty on lhe co,nplete and general prohibition of nuclear i,reapon tests wbich
the Soviet Union subnitted for ccnsideration a'r, l,he thiTty-first session of the
General Assembly (A/C.L/3f/9) has received wide publicity and recognition. This has
flea.nt the openang up of new fossibili bies of reaching a generally acceptable
understanding on this question, Another factor whlch must be taken into account is
that there is a. group of 26 non-nuc-Le ar-weapon States vhich has been officially
designated by 1,he Fresident of the General Assembfy to participate in the relevant
negotiations and which has decfared its readiness to carry out the duty bestolred.
upon it by the General Assenbly.

Under these circurostances, the Soviet Union reaffirfls its readiness to
paf'cicllate in negotiations on the complete and general prohibi'r,ion of nuclear
ueapcn tcsLs in eiccordance "rich Ccncral Ass-r-biy resol rL,ion :-L/d9.

The Soviet Union belierres that the conclusion of an internatir,nal treaty
I rohibiIing a-LI nuc-Lear Lea-oon Lesr,s would helJ- Lo curb Lhe ilr.1s race, vo-rld
promote disarnament as well as the further deyeloFment and strengthening of the
proccss o" d5Lence, and !]ourd nclp to ren( ve Ll-e Ja.rger of n.rcl ea.r confLict. Tnc
problen of the coml]]ete and genera.l prohibition of nucl-ear weapon tesrs is ripe for
a solution. It '.+ou1d therefore be advisabfe to enter into negotlations forthwith
on Lne conclus-on ol an appropriaLe Lreary wiLh the palLicinafion of non-nuc1ea.r-
weapon States .

The Permanent Mission of the Union of Scviet Socialist Reput,lics requests that
this letter be circulated as an official General Assembly documeni, under item 48 of
the pre]iroinary list.


