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The meeting was c a l l e d to order a t 9-45 P«ni» 

MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION AND ENSURE THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF ALL 
MIGRANT WORKERS (agenda item I4) (continued) (A/C .3/58/I and 3; E/CN.4/1984/L.95) 

1. Mr. NYAMEKYE (Deputy D i r e c t o r of the Centre f o r Human R i g h t s ) , i n t r o d u c i n g 
agenda item 14, s a i d t h a t , f o r a number of years, the General Assembly, the 
Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , the Commission on Human Rights and other bodies had 
been concerned to improve the s i t u a t i o n and ensure the human r i g h t s of migrant 
workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . The need to make f u r t h e r e f f o r t s i n that f i e l d had 
prompted the World Conference to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , held i n 
Geneva i n August 1978, to recommend to the General Assembly the e l a b o r a t i o n of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of the human r i g h t s of a l l migrant 
workers. Pursuant to that recommendation, the General Assembly had, at each of i t s 
sessions s i n c e 198O, e s t a b l i s h e d a Working Group f o r the d r a f t i n g of such a 
convention. The VJorking Group had so f a r concluded i t s f i r s t reading of the 
preamble and had p r o v i s i o n a l l y agreed on some of the a r t i c l e s of the operative part 
of the d r a f t convention. 

2. At i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n , the General Assembly had taken note of the 
repo r t s of the Working Group (A/C.3/38/1 and 5 ) , expressed i t s s a t i s f a c t i o n with 
the s u b s t a n t i a l progress made so f a r and decided t h a t , i n order to enable the 
Working Group to complete i t s task as soon as p o s s i b l e , i t should again hold an 
i n t e r - s e s s i o n a l meeting of two weeks' d u r a t i o n i n Hew York, immediately a f t e r the 
f i r s t r e g u l a r session of 1984 of the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l . The 
General Assembly had f u r t h e r i n v i t e d the Secretary-General to transmit the report 
of the k'orking Group to Governments i n order to a l l o w the members of the Group to 
continue t h e i r work during an i n t e r - s e c t j i o n a l meeting to be held i n the s p r i n g of 
1984, as w e l l as to transmit the r e s u l t s achieved at that meeting so th a t the 
General Assembly could consider them a t i t s t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n . 

3. The Secretary-General had a l s o been i n v i t e d to transmit those documents to 
the competent United Nations organs and to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
concerned f o r t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n so th a t they might continue t h e i r co-operation 
wit h the Working Group. 

D r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.93 

4 . The CHAIRMAN s a i d t h a t Mexico should be added to the l i s t of sponsors of the 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n . 

5. Mr. MONTEMAYOR (Mexico), i n t r o d u c i n g d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/1984/L .95, s a i d 
that the sponsors were convinced of the urgent need to adopt a comprehensive 
convention on the p r o t e c t i o n of the r i g h t s of migrant workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 
In the l i g h t of the a c t i o n taken by the General Assembly and i t s open-ended 
Working Group with a view to the e l a b o r a t i o n of such a d r a f t convention, the 
sponsors proposed that the Commission should adopt d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1934/L.95» 
which welcomed the progress made by the VJorking Group, i n v i t e d a l l member States to 
continue co-operating with the Working Group i n the performance of i t s task, 
r e i t e r a t e d the hope that the General Assembly vrould complete the e l a b o r a t i o n of 
the convention as soon as p o s s i b l e and requested the Secretary-General to inform 
the Commission a t i t s f o r t y - f i r s t s e s s i o n of any f u r t h e r progress made i n that 
regard. The sponsors hoped that the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n would bo adopted by 
consensus. 
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6. Мэ. ESCOBAR (Spain) said that, under a r t i c l e 2 of the International Covenants 
on human r i g h t s , i t v;aa the o b l i g a t i o n of a l l States Parties to ensure to a l l 
i n d i v i d u a l s the rights recognir,ed therein, without d i s t i n c t i o n of any kind, such 
as national o r i g i n . Most of the persons u h o l e f t t h e i r countries of o r i g i n to seek 
euiployment elsewhere did so out of necessity. Their willingness to accept the 
changer; involved and the r e s u l t i n g i n s e c u r i t y and i s o l a t i o n could be accounted for 
by t h e i r desire to improve t h e i r economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n and that of t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s and by t h e i r i n a b i l i t y to do so i n t h e i r own countries. 

7. The recent increase i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l migratory movements had been caused by 
the serious i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic c r i s i s and i n the absence of a j u s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order, the developing countries were most s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d . The number 
of persons who had emigrated from such countries to i n d u s t r i a l i z e d nations i n 
search of work had r i s e n considerably, but since the l a t t e r were also affected by 
the c r i s i s , they had, i n many cases, made requirements for tho admission of new 
immigrants even more stringent. Action by the United Nations was therefore now 
more necessary than ever and i t was increasingly e s s e n t i a l f o r the Working Group to 
complete the elaboration of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention to protect the r i g h t s of 
migrant workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

8 . Her country had taken an active part i n the meetings of the Working Group and 
had c l o s e l y followed the progress i t had made in i t s work, which had been e s p e c i a l l y 
d i f f i c u l t i n view of the need to reconcile the viewpoints of countries of 
emigration and countries of immigration. The r e s u l t i n g text was well advanced, but 
fu r t h e r meetings would be required i n order to conclude a generally acceptable d r a f t 
convention. Her delegation would continue to contribute to the Working Group's 
e f f o r t s and was confident that the d r a f t convention would soon be completed and 
submitted to the General Assembly f o r i t s approval so that migrant workers would 
have an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l instrument to guarantee t h e i r r i g h t s . 

9 . Mr. ' o E O N A R D I (International Labour Organisation) said that, at the i n v i t a t i o n 
of the General Assembly and Economic and S o c i a l Council, the ILO had been taking 
part i n the Working Group's a c t i v i t i e s ever since i t had begun i t s work on the 
d r a f t convention. I t might i n t e r e s t the Commission to know that, at i t s most 
recent session, the ILO Governing Body had discussed the d r a f t convention and had 
taken the view that i t should be elaborated as speedily as possible and that the 
ILO should continue to provide assistance to that end. There had been general 
agreement that provision should be made f o r tha monitoring of i t s implementation. 
I f an i n v i t a t i o n to p a r t i c i p a t e i n a supervisory body was extended to the I L O , i t 
would respond favourably. The modalities of such p a r t i c i p a t i o n would be discussed 
by the ILO Governing Body at the appropriate time. 

10. The CHAIRMAN said that Bangladesh, Gambia and Greece had joined the sponsors 
of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E / C N . 4 / 1 9 3 4 / L . 9 5 . 

11. Since he had received no request for a vote, he took i t that the Commission 
wished to adopt d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.95 without a vote. 

12. I t was so decided. 
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THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS BELONGING TO NATIONAL, ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC 
MINORITIES (agenda item 2 0 )(continued) (E/CN.4/1984/42 and Add.l and 2; 
E/CN.4/1984/L.5; E/CN.4/1984/L.93; E/CN.4/1984/NGO/39) 

13. Mr. TO^EVSKI (Yu g o s l a v i a ) , Chairman-Rapporteur, i n t r o d u c i n g the report of the 
open-ended Working Group set up to consider the d r a f t i n g o f a d e c l a r a t i o n on the 
r i g h t s of persons belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s 
(E/CN.4/1984/L.5), s a i d t h a t one of the problems that had been discussed was the 
d e f i n i t i o n of tha term " m i n o r i t y " . The Working Group had decided to request ths 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s , a t i t s 
t h i r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n , to prepare a t e x t d e f i n i n g t h a t term, t a k i n g i n t o account 
s t u d i e s already c a r r i e d out i n tha t f i e l d , the comments and views o f Governments 
and the d i s c u s s i o n s held during the Viorking Group's s e s s i o n . 

14. Since the Working Group had been unable to agree on a r t i c l e 1 of the d r a f t 
d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t s of persons belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and 
l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s , i t had decided to request the Chairman-Rapporteur to prepare 
a p r e l i m i n a r y c o n s o l i d a t e d t e x t of th a t a r t i c l e which would be submitted to the 
Working Group a t i t s 1985 s e s s i o n and take account o f a l l the proposals and comments 
made thus f a r . 

15. Introducing d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.93, which was of a t e c h n i c a l nature, 
he s a i d t h a t paragraph 2 contained the request to the Sub-Commission to which he had 
r e f e r r e d e a r l i e r . Paragraphs 1 and 5 proposed t h a t the Commission should decide to 
consider at i t s f o r t y - f i r s t s e s s i o n the agenda item on the "Rights of persons 
belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s " and to e s t a b l i s h 
an open-ended Working Group to continue c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the r e v i s e d d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n 
proposed by Yugoslavia. 

16. The CHAIRMAN s a i d t h a t , as he had received no request f o r a vote, he took i t 
t h a t the Commission wished to adopt d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.93 without a vote. 

17. I t was 30 decided. 

THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE (agenda item 5) (continued) (E/CN.4/1984/L.94 
and L . l O l ) 

Draft r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94 

18. Mr. MONTANO (Mexico) s a i d t h a t the statements made during the debate on the 
agenda item under c o n s i d e r a t i o n had r e f l e c t e d s e r i o u s concern about the events which 
had r e c e n t l y taken place i n C h i l e and had l e d t o f u r t h e r gross v i o l a t i o n s o f human 
r i g h t s . The s i t u a t i o n i n th a t country, which had deeply d i s t r e s s e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community f o r over 10 years, was now en t e r i n g a c r i t i c a l phase. 

19. The sponsors of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n had t r i e d to ensure t h a t the wording of the 
t e x t was well-balanced and that i t f u l l y r e f l e c t e d the concerns expressed i n the 
rep o r t by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur about the d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n 
i n C h i l e . In a s p i r i t of openmindedness, the sponsors a l s o wished to take account of 
a concern expressed by a number o f delegations and t h e r e f o r e requested the s e c r e t a r i a t 
to add the f o l l o w i n g new paragraph immediately a f t e r the l a s t preambular paragraph: 

"Taking note of the developments which have, according to the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur, f r u s t r a t e d the 'apertura política' announced by the Chilean 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n August 1983, thereby d i s a p p o i n t i n g some of the hopes r a i s e d by 
tha t announcement". 

20. The sponsors a l s o requested the s e c r e t a r i a t to add the words "and to the 
Commission on Human Rights at i t s f o r t y - f i r s t s e s s i o n " at the end of paragraph 13• 
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21. Ms. liARTIN (Canada) s a i d t h a t her d e l e g a t i o n would vote i n favour o f d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94» which r e f l e c t e d i t s profound concern a t the ser i o u s 
v i o l a t i o n s o f huraan r i g h t s t h a t continued to be committed i n C h i l e . I t s concern d i d 
not, however, b l i n d i t to the f a c t t h a t , i f changes were to be made i n s i t u a t i o n s o f 
systematic v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s , i t was important t o recognize any progress 
towards improvement, however modest, that Governments might have made. Her 
del e g a t i o n was t h e r e f o r e pleased that the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n had been amended to 
r e f l e c t the modest concessions made by the Government o f C h i l e i n 1985 through the 
announcement of "apertura política", but i t was disappointed that the t e x t d i d not 
take account of the s l i g h t progress which had been made i n the re-establishment o f 
co-operation between the Government o f C h i l e and the United Nations and t o which 
the r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had drawn a t t e n t i o n i n r e f e r r i n g to recent 
instances i n which the Government o f C h i l e had provided the Secretary-General w i t h 
human r i g h t s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

22. Mr. GIAMBRUNO (Uruguay) s a i d h i s d e l e g a t i o n was disappointed t h a t the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n once again contained a number of accusations t h a t lacked the necessary 
balance. The very l e a s t the Commission could do was t o recognize the progress t h a t 
had been made i n C h i l e , where recent developments, such as the r e t u r n o f 
4,000 e x i l e s , the l i f t i n g o f a degree o f the s t a t e of emergency, the a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
to hold p u b l i c meetings and the a b o l i t i o n of censorship, were encouraging s i g n s 
which i n d i c a t e d t h a t an era of genuine democracy was about to begin. 

25. C h i l e was t r e a t e d w i t h d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as the subject of a separate item on the 
Commission's agenda. Large amounts had, moreover, been spent on the campaign ag a i n s t 
C h i l e , as w e l l as on the S p e c i a l Rapporteur and on the s e c r e t a r i a t s ' r e p o r t s . His 
del e g a t i o n would t h e r e f o r e vote against d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94. 

24. Mr. BIANCHI (Argentina) requested a separate vote, en b l o c , on the new preambular 
paragraph proposed by Mexico and on op e r a t i v e paragraphs 2, 3» 4» 6, 12 and 13. 

25. At the request of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Nicaragua, a vote was taken by r o l l - c a l l 
on those paragraphs. 

26. №zambique, having been drawn by l o t by the Chairman, was c a l l e d upon to vote 
f i r s t . 

In favour: B u l g a r i a , Canada, Costa R i c a , Cuba, Cyprus, F i n l a n d , France, 
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, I n d i a , I r e l a n d , I t a l y , Kenya 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, Mozambique, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Republic o f Cameroon, Rwanda, Senegal, Spain, 
S y r i a n Arab Republic, Togo, Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic, 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics, United Kingdom, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Zimbabwe. 

Against: B r a z i l , Jordan, P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , United States o f America, 
Uruguay. 

Abstaining : Argentina, Bsuigladesh, China, Colombia, Germany, Federal Republic 
o f , Japan. 

2 7 . The new preambular paragraph proposed by Mexico and ope r a t i v e paragraphs 2, 3» 
4, 6, 12 and 13, en b l o c , were adopted by 30 votes to 6, with 6 a b s t e n t i o n s ! 
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28. At the request of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Uruguay, a vote was taken by r o l l - c a l l 
on d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n S/CN.4/1984/L.94 as a v;hole, аз amended. 

29. I n d i a , having been drawn by l o t by the Chairman, was c a l l e d upon to vote f i r s t . 

I n favour; Argentina, B u l g a r i a , Canada, Costa R i c a , Cuba, Cyprus, F i n l a n d , 
France, Gambia, German Democratic R e p u b l i c , Germany, F e d e r a l 
Republic o f , I n d i a , I r e l a n d , I t a l y , Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Mexico, Mozambique, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Spain, S y r i a n Arab Republic, Togo, U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t 
Republic, Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics, United Kingdom, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Y u g o s l a v i a , Zimbabwe. 

Against; B r a z i l , P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , United States of America, Uruguay. 

A b s t a i n i n g ; Bangladesh, China, Colombia, Japan, Jordan, Republic of Cameroon. 

30. D r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94 as a whole, as amended, was adopted by 
31 votes to 3. w i t h 6 a b s t e n t i o n s . 

31. S i r Anthony WILLIAMS (United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d ) , 
speaking i n e x p l a n a t i o n of vote, s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had voted i n favour of 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94 because i t was deeply concerned about c o n t i n u i n g 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n C h i l e , as i t had s t r e s s e d i n the statement i t had made 
under agenda item 12. I t welcomed the i n c l u s i o n of the new preambular paragraph, 
which made the t e x t more balanced and complete. 

32. His d e l e g a t i o n nevertheless continued to be of the view t h a t the United Nations 
appeared to demand higher standards of C h i l e than of other c o u n t r i e s and t h a t i t s 
treatment of t h a t country was s e l e c t i v e . The s i t u a t i o n i n C h i l e was discussed as a 
separate agenda item, i n s t e a d of under agenda item 12, and the annual General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n r e l a t i n g to C h i l e tended to prejudge the Commission's d e c i s i o n on the 
renewal of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's mandate. 

33. The United Nations, the Commission and the C h i l e a n a u t h o r i t i e s a l l had a r o l e 
to p l a y I n r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g co-operation between the Commission and the C h i l e a n 
Government., He hoped t h a t the C h i l e a n a u t h o r i t i e s would take p o s i t i v e steps i n the 
near f u t u r e to f u l f i l the hopes r a i s e d by the p o l i c y o f "apertura política" announced 
i n August 1985 and t h a t the Commission would be ready to make an appropriate response. 

34. Mr. MASSMANN (Federal Republic of Germany), speaking i n e x p l a n a t i o n of vote, 
s a i d t h a t h i s d e l e g a t i o n had s e r i o u s r e s e r v a t i o n s about d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1984/L.94 because the Commission was not j u s t i f i e d i n 
perpetuating i t s s e l e c t i v e treatment of a p a r t i c u l a r country by c o n t i n u o u s l y d e a l i n g 
with i t under a separate agenda item and almost a u t o m a t i c a l l y renewing the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur's mandate f o r another year. The C h i l e a n Government should not be 
able to refuse to co-operate w i t h the Commission on the grounds that a s e l e c t i v e 
approach was a p p l i e d t o i t . 

35. His Government considered t h a t the present s i t u a t i o n i n C h i l e was very complex. 
The p o l i c y o f "apertura política" had l e d to some improvements with regard to the 
e x e r c i s e of p u b l i c freedoms and the r i g h t to enter or leave the country. However, 
there had been f u r t h e r cases of a r r e s t and t o r t u r e and the o v e r - a l l human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n was a matter o f s e r i o u s concern. I n t e r n a l t e n s i o n was on the increase and, 
as the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had pointed out i n h i s r e p o r t , popular d i s c o n t e n t had l e d 
to widespread p r o t e s t s . 
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56. The c o n t r a d i c t o r y p i c t u r e which C h i l e had o f f e r e d s i n c e 1985 should therefore 
have been r e f l e c t e d i n d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/I984/L .94, vJhich emphasized the 
p o l i t i c a l , r a t h e r than the iiuman r i g h t s aspects of the s i t u a t i o n i n C h i l e . 

57. The Chilean Government should a l s o be reminded of i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenanta on human r i g h t s . Although h i s d e l e g a t i o n deplored the 
p e r s i s t e n t r e s t r i c t i o n s on the enjoyment and e x e r c i s e of human r i g h t s i n C h i l e and 
condemned on-going v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n th a t and other c o u n t r i e s i n 
the world, i t supported the appeal to the Chilea n a u t h o r i t i e s to r e s t o r e and respect 
human r i g h t s made i n the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n and had voted i n favour of i t , d espite i t s 
r e s e r v a t i o n s . 

FURTHER PROMOTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, 
INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF THE PROGRAÎME AND METHODS OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION; 
ALTERWATI^TE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM FOR 
IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
(agenda item 11) (continued) (E/CN.4/1984/22 and Add.l and 2; E/CN.4/1984/2З; 
S/CN.4/1984/56; S/CN.4/1984/L.3, L . 2 3 , L . 8 9 , L . 9 0 , L . 9 2 , L.102 and L .104; 
E'/CN.4/1984/NGO/24, 28, 34 and 46; A/37/422) 

38. The CHAIRi'iAH s a i d t h a t the re p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Yugoslavia had proposed the 
adjournment of the debate under r u l e 49 of the r u l e s o f procedure. The representative." 
of Costa Rica and I t a l y had spoken ag a i n s t that proposal. 

39. Mr. FERRARI BRAVO ( I t a l y ) , speaking on a po i n t of order, s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
could agree to the proposal f o r the adjournment of the debate because i t was confident 
t h a t , when the Commission discussed agenda item 25, there would be no o b j e c t i o n to 
the i n c l u s i o n , under agenda item 11, of a subitem on the question of the establishment 
of a United Nations Cornitiissioner f o r Human R i g h t s . 

40. The CHAIRMAN s a i d t h a t , s i n c e he had received no request f o r a vote, he took i t 
that the Commission vrished to adopt the proposal by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Yugoslavia 
without a vote. 

41. I t was so decided. 

The p u b l i c meeting rose a t 10.55 p.m. 




