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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 1 0 . 2 3 a.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAi^ENÏAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART OF 
THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES 
AND TERRITORIES (agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN .4/1984/IO, I 8 , 25 and C o r r . l , 
2 6 - 3 0 , 3 2 , 4 9 , 5 0 , 5 4 , 5 7 , 6 5 , 67 and 6 8 ; E/CN.4/1984/NGO/I, 3 , 6 , 7 , 9 , 1 6 , I f , 
2 5 , 2 7 , 29 and Add.l, 30 and 3 8 ; А / 3 8 / 5 3 8 ; E/CN .4/1984/L .66 and L . 7 4 ) 

(a) QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGriTS IN CYPRUS (agenda item 12) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1984/31 ; E/CN.4/I984/NGO/IO and 4 2 ) 

1 . rfr. LEBAKINE (Ukr a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t Republic) noted t h a t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
t h a t year the Commission had to deal yet again with the s i t u a t i o n i n c e r t a i n 
C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n E l Salvador and Guatemala, where 
human r i g h t s continued to be v i o l a t e d on a massive s c a l e . Despite the r e s t r a i n t 
shown by the authors of the r e p o r t s on those c o u n t r i e s (E/CN . 4 / I 9 8 4 / 2 5 and C o r r . l 
and E/CN.4/1984/30 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , one was compelled t o conclude t h a t the s i t u a t i o n 
had not improved. 

2 . The S p e c i a l Representative o f the Commission i n s t r u c t e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e the 
s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador s t r e s s e d t h a t human r i g h t s and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the r i g h t 
to l i f e , continued t o De v i o l a t e d on a la r g e s c a l e i n t h a t country 
(S/CN.4/1984/25 and C o r r . l , paras. 1 5 5 , I 6 8 , 169 and 1 7 O ) . V i o l e n c e , t e r r o r , 
r e p r e s s i o n and massacres continued to be a d a i l y r e a l i t y . In the course o f the 
past year, 4 , 7 0 0 persons had been k i l l e d by the groups of bandits known as 
"death squads" and by other elements. A recent a r t i c l e i n the Washington Post 
had reported the "death squads" t o be manipulated by the CIA, which had t r a i n e d 
them s i n c e 1954- Those s e m i - m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s had s i n c e sought to destroy 
a l l those who were opposed t o the r e p r e s s i v e regimes i n power not only i n 
E l Salvador, but a l s o i n Guatemala and Honduras. Although those gangsters had 
murdered 4 0 , 0 0 0 people i n a l l i n E l Salvador, they were not and would never be 
punished s i n c e , according t o an a r t i c l e published i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Herald 
Tribune cn 5 March, they were protected by the s o l d i e r y of the regime i n power 
and by a f o r e i g n Power. 

5 . There had the r e f o r e been a b s o l u t e l y no re t u r n to democracy and t o l e g i t i m a c y 
i n E l Salvador, d e s p i t e the misleading statements put out by the United States 
Government i n order t o o b t a i n increased m i l i t a r y a p p r o p r i a t i o n s from the Congress 
f o r the d i c t a t o r s h i p of E l Salvador. The United S t a t e s a l s o provided a i d to the 
p r o - F a s c i s t regime i n Guatemala, with which i t worked openly s i n c e the o b s t a c l e s 
i n i t s way had been removed on 7 January 1 9 8 3 . According t o the New York Times, 
the United States was preparing-to supply equipment worth $2 m i l l i o n to Guatemala. 
At the same time, the m i l i t a r y co-operation between Guatemala and I s r a e l was 
developing, and the Guatemalan armed f o r c e s now used weapons o f I s r a e l i o r i g i n as 
w e l l . The r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s were seeking to t e r r o r i z e the Guatemalan people and to 
depri v e the progressive p a r t i s a n s of any support, by means of t h e i r genocide and 
scorched-earth p o l i c i e s . From 1954 t o 1 9 8 2 , i n Guatemala, more than 8 3 , 0 0 0 people 
had f a l l e n v i c t i m to the p r o - F a s c i s t p o l i c y of the r u l i n g o l i g a r c h y and 
i t s s o l d i e r y , who had destroyed e n t i r e r u r a l populations without any qualms. The 
s t r u g g l e was, however, c o n t i n u i n g against the d i c t a t o r s h i p i n a c l i m a t e of acute 
s o c i a l and economic c r i s i s . The cos t of l i v i n g had soared, 4 0 per cent o f the 
a c t i v e population was unemployed and the r i g h t s of the workers were t o t a l l y 
d isregarded. 
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4 . The Committee was therefoTe duty bound to continue to review the ^ s i t u a t i o n 
i n E l Salvador and Guatemala and to take a l l necessary a c t i o n to stop the v i o l a t i o n s 
and end t h a t a r b i t r a i r y p o l i c y . The Commission should, a t the same time, t r y to 
a s c e r t a i n why b l o o d t h i r s t y regimes remained i n power i n the r e g i o n . Everyone 
was aware that those d i c t a t o r s h i p s enjoyed the p r o t e c t i o n o f a f o r e i g n Power, the ' 
United S t a t e s , which had always regarded the c o u n t r i e s of the r e g i o n as a 
r e s e r v o i r of cheap labour. I t ' had therefore set up a f f i l i a t e s o f i t s 
t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , such as the famous TJnited F r u i t Company, and had 
replaced Governments by regimes more to i t s l i k i n g . The t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
corporations had e x t r a c t e d huge p r o f i t s from those c o u n t r i e s , which they had kept 
i n a deplorable s t a t e o f economic and s o c i a l s t a g n a t i o n , 

5. F o r e i g n domination would not continue i n d e f i n i t e l y , however, and the 
r e v o l u t i o n was making good progress i n L a t i n America. The Cuban people had won 
a v i c t o r y , the Somoza regime had been overthrown i n Nicaragua and p a t r i o t i c f o r c e s 
were winning other v i c t o r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Guatemala. The TJnited States was, 
however, seeking to curb the s t r u g g l e of the peoples o f L a t i n America against 
f o r e i g n oppression by methods ranging from p o l i t i c a l b l a c k m a i l to economic 
pressure, acts o f sabotage and, u l t i m a t e l y , d i r e c t m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n . I t 
would be r e c a l l e d t h a t the U n i t e d States had overthrown the p r o g r e s s i v e regime 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n Guatemala i n 1954» b l o o d i l y crushed the Dominican people who had 
been f i g h t i n g against the T r u j i l l o d i c t a t o r s h i p , imposed a F a s c i s t regime i n C h i l e 
and a s s i s t e d a l l the a n t i - p o p u l a r regimes by s u p p l y i n g them w i t h m i l i t a r y a i d . 
I n defiance of democracy, the United States maintained d i c t a t o r s i n power i n 
c o u n t r i e s which thus became not h i n g l e s s than a p r i s o n f o r the people. By g i v i n g 
those regimes gr e a t e r m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e , the U n i t e d States b e l i e v e d i t could 
p r o t e c t i t s investments and i t s s t r a t e g i c a c t i v i t i e s i n the r e g i o n ; 

6 . I t might also cause s u r p r i s e t h a t Cuba was denied access to the headquarters 
o f the Organization o f American S t a t e s , while I s r a e l enjoyed the s t a t u s o f observer 
to t h a t body. However, the T e l Aviv regime seemed to be the most f a i t h f u l f r i e n d 
o f the C e n t r a l American d i c t a t o r s h i p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y Honduras, E l Salvador and 
Guatemala, to which i t s u p p l i e d weapons. The United States Congress had set a 
l i m i t on the a i d g i v e n to the F a s c i s t regimes of C e n t r a l America, but the r e d u c t i o n 
was counter-balanced by the s i z e a b l e f i n a n c i a l resources and d e l i v e r i e s of weapons ' 
t h a t I s r a e l made a v a i l a b l e to those c o u n t r i e s , u s i n g funds provided by the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

7 . I n order to intervene i n the r e g i o n , the United States was apt to invoke i t s 
concern to h a l t v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s . However, the defence of human r i g h t s 
was merely a m i s l e a d i n g p r e t e x t which had enabled i t to oppose the independence of 
Grenada, a country which i t was s t i l l occupying. Under the c l o a k of a process o f 
democratization i n c e n t r a l America, i t c a r r i e d out i n e f f e c t a reactionai?y p o l i c y . 
Although the United States f r e q u e n t l y t a l k e d about the hand o f Moscow or Havana, 
Communist propaganda and the need to guarantee t h e i r own s e c u r i t y , the peoples of 
L a t i n America and the r e s t o f the world were becoming more and more convinced 
t h a t the s o l e concern of American i m p e r i a l i s m was to impose v i o l e n c e and Fascism. 
The U k r a i n i a n SSR u n e q u i v o c a l l y condemned the p o l i c y of s e t t i n g up a n t i - p o p u l a r 
regimes i n L a t i n America. As a s t a r t , the Commission should request the 
U n i t e d States to withdraw i t s f o r c e s from Grenada immediately and u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y , 
so t h a t the people o f t h a t i s l a n d might decide i t s f u t u r e i n complete independence. 
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8 . Mr. MAVROMMATIS (Cyprus) s a i d t h a t the i n v a s i o n and occupation of almost 
40 per cent of the t e r r i t o r y of the Republic o f Cyprus by Turkish troops i n 1974 ' 
had been followed by a s e r i e s of gross and almost unprecedented v i o l a t i o n s o f 
the human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of the indigenous i n h a b i t a n t s of the 
island,, i n c l u d i n g murders, rapes, missing persons, d e s t r u c t i o n o f property and 
the transformation o f one t h i r d of the i n h a b i t a n t s i n t o d i s p l a c e d persons or 
refugees i n t h e i r own country. The refugees, i n p a r t i c u l a r , were denied a l l 
t h e i r r i g h t s . The Government of the Republic of Cyprus had t h e r e f o r e turned to 
the European Commission of Human Rights and the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights which had considered the question of human r i g h t s i n Cyprus since 
1 9 7 6 . At i t s t h i r t y - f i r s t , t h i r t y - s e c o n d and t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n s , the 
Commission had adopted r e s o l u t i o n s c a l l i n g f o r s t r i c t adherence to the Charter 
and the r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l Instruments, the r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s to 
the people of Cyrpus, with p a r t i c u l a r reference to the r i g h t o f refugees to 
re t u r n t o t h e i r homes, and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n respect of missing persons. For 
lack of time and variou s other reasons, the d i s c u s s i o n had had t o be postponed. 
Since the r e s o l u t i o n s i n question had s t i l l not been implemented and there had 
been an attempt to declare i l l e g a l l y and u n i l a t e r a l ^ the occupied part o f Cyprus 
to be independent on 15 November 1 9 8 3 , i t was imperative t o consider the s i t u a t i o n 
i n Cyprus today. 

9 . His d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e proposed t o update the in f o r m a t i o n submitted on 
the s u b j e c t by the s e c r e t a r i a t (see E/CN.4/1984/31), i n the hope t h a t Turkey 
would heed the Commission and agree to withdraw i t s t r o o p s , which were the main 
o b s t a c l e t o an improvement i n the s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus. I t had been st a t e d 
repeatedly that the presence o f occupation f o r c e s and respect f o r human r i g h t s 
could not be r e c o n c i l e d . His d e l e g a t i o n would do i t s utmost to avoid any 
p o l i t i z a t i o n and polemics, i n the i n t e r e s t s of the r e s t o r a t i o n o f human r i g h t s 
and i n order to c o n t r i b u t e t o a l l peaceful e f f o r t s deployed i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

1 0 . One was, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , compelled t o conclude tha t not a s i n g l e r i g h t had 
been r e s t o r e d , not a s i n g l e refugee had been allowed to r e t u r n t o h i s home and 
not a s i n g l e missing person had been accounted f o r . In f a c t , there had been a 
very con s i d e r a b l e r e t r o g r e s s i o n i n the s i t u a t i o n , which had culminated i n the 
u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n of independence. There appeared, however, to be a glimmer 
of hope t h a t as a r e s u l t o f h i s Government's c o n c i l i a t o r y a t t i t u d e , the Committee 
on Missing Persons i n Cyprus would achieve r e s u l t s when i t resumed i t s work 
s h o r t l y . His Government, which would continue to co-operate with the Committee, 
hoped that there would be no p o l i t i z a t i o n of that aspect o f the problem. 

1 1 . I t was deplorable t h a t o f the 2 0 , 0 0 0 enclaved persons who had been i n the 
occupied areas when the Commission had adopted i t s f i r s t r e s o l u t i o n on the 
question i n 1 9 7 6 , only 8 6 8 remained, the remainder having been forced to seek 
refuge i n the f r e e areas o f the Republic o f Cyprus. The s i t u a t i o n of the persons 
who had remained continued t o be dramatic and i t should be noted t h a t , i n point 
of f a c t , w e l l over 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n h a b i t a n t s had had to f l e e e a r l i e r . The plan to 
for c e every Cypriot out of the occupied areas so t h a t they might be usurped had 
reached i t s f i n a l stage. That had been an attempt to change the demographic 
s t r u c t u r e o f the occupied p a r t s o f Cynrus by e s t a b l i s h i n g some 4 0 , 0 0 0 Turkish 
s e t t l e r s , whereas the t o t a l T u r k i s h Cypriot population had been about 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 
persons. Now, t h e r e f o r e , one c h i l d out of every f o u r was born o f parents who 
were c o l o n i z e r s . The myth of seasonal employment was no longer even invoked i n 
an area with an alarming r a t e of unemployment, and s e t t l e r s were being n a t u r a l i z e d 
en b l o c . Hardly tvo weeks before, 7 , 0 0 0 former Turkish s o l d i e r s had thus been 
n a t u r a l i z e d , w h i l s t the best land belonging to Greek C y p r i o t refugees was being 
c o n f i s c a t e d f o r the b e n e f i t o f the s e t t l e r s . To c o n s o l i d a t e the d i v i s i o n and 
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prepare the u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n o f independence, a number o f measures had been 
taken i n the occupied areas In 1 9 8 5 such as the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f " t h e Íürkiah l i r a 
as the o f f i c i a l currency (the Cyprus pound .being t r e a t e d as f o r e i g n currency), 
the establishment of a c e n t r a l and development bank and the a l l o c a t i o n o f property 
belonging to Greek C y p r i o t refugees t o Turkish C y p r i o t s and Turkis h s e t t l e r s . 

1 2 . The d e c i s i o n published i n respect o f the v i o l a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Cyprus 
by Turkey and the d e c l a r a t i o n as admissible o f the t h i r d a p p l i c a t i o n i n that 
regard by a body as respected and i m p a r t i a l as the European Commission of 
Human Rights had f u r t h e r cpnfirmed, i f c o n f i r m a t i o n had been needed, the 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus. A f t e r , h o l d i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n s , the European 
Commission o f Human Rights had communicated i t s r e p o r t t o Governments e a r l y i n 
February. Although the report could not be quoted, s i n c e i t was c o n f i d e n t i a l , the 
f a c t t h a t the Commission,had published i t s d e c i s i o n had been considered by ̂ 1 as 
an indictment. Although Europe took much pride i n i t s record on human r i g h t s , i t 
was a sad f a c t t h a t the d e c i s i o n had no more been implemented than had the three 
r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human R i g h t s . 

1 3 . On 15 November 1 9 8 5 , the occupied p a r t of Cyprus had u n i l a t e r a l l y and 
unla w f u l l y , proclaimed its'independence, with the encouragement o f Turkey which 
had recognized i t o f f i c i a l l y on the same day. Turkey was the only country t o have 
done so. 

1 4 - His d e l e g a t i o n had already had the opportunity to s t a t e i t s view Cn the 
u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n o f independence and the misleading i n v o c a t i o n o f the sacred 
r i g h t s o f peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n order t o dismember S t a t e s . I f the 
d e c l a r a t i o n had succeeded, i t would have created a precedent t|iat was t r a g i c and 
dangerous f o r Turkey i t s e l f . In c a l l i n g , i n r e s o l u t i o n 541» fi?r the withdrawal 
pf-S-he.null and v o i d d e c l a r a t i o n , the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had c o n c l u s i v e l y s e t t l e d 
the mgitter i n accordance with the Charter and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Yet, ins t e a d o f 
immediately applying t h a t mandatory r e s o l u t i o n , Turkey, and the Turkish Cypriot 
leader» had set up a s o - c a l l e d c o n s t i t u e n t assembly and a s o - c a l l e d Government 
and had attempted t o introduce undemocratic notions i n t o the s i t u a t i o n , drawing 
on p r a c t i c e s t h a t were unacceptable everywhere e l s e . 

1 5 . Without r e v e r t i n g t o the moral and l e g a l aspect o f the u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n 
o f independence, t o which i t had alrea d y r e f e r r e d i n the context o f item 9 . h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n wished to s t r e s s another aspect o f the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus 
which was f a r worse than mere r e t r o g r e s s i o n . The only r e p l y t o the s s r i e s of. 
r e s o l u t i o n s adopted on Cyprus by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , the General Assembly and 
the, Commission had been a u n i l a t e r a l d e c i s i o n t h a t human r i g h t s would not be 

.restored i n t h a t country and t h a t the refugees would never r e t u r n t o theiCthomes 
and t h e i r property. Thus, an attempt was being made t o perpetuate v i o l a t i o n s o f 
human r i g h t s brought about by f o r c e and to proclaim t h a t people could,be deprived 
o f t h e i r r i g h t s ad i n f i n i t u m , i n d i s r e g a r d o f the e n t i r e world. The present 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus, t h e r e f o r e went f a r beyond d e t e r i o r a t i o n and 
r e t r o g r e s s i o n . 

1 6 . Nevertheless, the d e l e g a t i o n d i d not despair and r e a f f i r m e d i t s d e d i c a t i o n to 
the p r i n c i p l e s long defended by the Commission. The Government and people o f 
Cyprus would not succumb t o f o r c e , whatever i l l e g a l a c t s were perpetrated by 
Hirkey. They would not cease t h e i r j u s t and peaceful s t r u g g l e to ensure t h a t the 
r i g h t s o f a l l C y p r i o t s were respected, with the a s s i s t a n c e o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. His d e l e g a t i o n appealed t o a l l t o j o i n i n a c h i e v i n g t h a t o b j e c t i v e . 
Even i f c o u n t r i e s could a f f o r d t o d i s r e g a r d world o p i n i o n f o r a c e r t a i n time, they 
could not do so f o r long and on a l l occasions. 
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17. Mr. EZQUEBRA CALVO (Spain) r e c a l l e d that f o r the f i r s t time, a set of p r i n c i p l e s 
c o n s t i t u t i n g the common i d e a l of nations f o r b u i l d i n g a world based on the 
r e c o g n i t i o n ' o f human d i g n i t y had been proclaimed i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Human RightsJ Since that time, the United Nations had s t r i v e n to implement, those 
p r i n c i p l e s through the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g i i t s instruments. The f a c t that those 
r i g h t s continued to be v i o l a t e d b l a t a n t l y and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y should not, however, 
discourage but leather stimulate more r e s o l u t e e f f o r t s . 

18. The r i g h t of everyone to l i f e and, consequently, s e c u r i t y , was of prime 
importance. The U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Ei g h t s p r e s c r i b e d that everyone was 
e n t i t l e d to a hearing by an independent and i m p a r t i a l t r i b u n a l and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l E i g h t s s p e c i f i e d that no one should be a r b i t r a r i l y 
deprived o f h i s l i f e . The General Assembly had condemned i n s e v e r a l r e s o l u t i o n s the 
p r a c t i c e of summary or a r b i t r a r y executions, which was one of the most serious 
v i o l a t i o n s of the D e c l a r a t i o n and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s covenants. H i s 
d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y supported the e f f o r t s deployed by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to 
prevent such executions and to p r o t e c t the s e c u r i t y of persons who were i n detention 
and to guarantee them f a i r and r e g u l a r proceedings. ¥here c a p i t a l punishment s t i l l 
e x i s t e d , i t should never be a p p l i e d unless the r i g h t s of the detained person had 
been s t r i c t l y guaranteed and he had been t r i e d i n a j u s t and i m p a r t i a l manner, 
observing the e s t a b l i s h e d procedure and p r o v i d i n g f o r a p o s s i b l e review of the 
v e r d i c t . Spain had a l r e a d y had the o p p o r t u n i t y to transmit i t s comments on the very 
important report by ЪЪ:. Wako on summary o r a r b i t r a r y executions (E/CW.4/1984/29). 

It'hoped that the Commission would extend the mandate o f the S p e c i a l Eapporteur 
and continue to study those p r a c t i c e s i n order to help to e l i m i n a t e them. 

1 9 . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was a l s o deeply concerned at the f a t e of m i l l i o n s of persons 
throughout xhe world who were caught up i n mass exoduses o r vast population movements. 
Spain, which was a p a r t y to the Convention r e l a t i n g to the Status of Refugees, was 
aware of the r o l e played by l a r g e - s c a l e v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms i n such movements, which created a heavy burden f o r the host c o u n t r i e s , 
T p a r t i c u l a r l y when they were developing c o u n t r i e s . However, the world economic 
c r i s i s which was having p a r t i c u l a r l y acute repercussions on economically l e s s 
advanced c o u n t r i e s was not unconnected w i t h the p o p u l a t i o n movements. H i s Government 
was aware of the economic and s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t i e s e x i s t i n g among c o u n t r i e s and 
considered t h f t the establishment of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order which would 
enable them to be c o r r e c t e d was e s s e n t i a l . At the same time, the c r i s i s , which was 
a l s o a f f e c t i n g the developed c o u n t r i e s , had caused them to take measures r e s t r i c t i n g 
immigration - which could o n l y worsen the s i t u a t i o n o f the o v e r - i n c r e a s i n g number 
of people from the poorest c o u n t r i e s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n wished to express i t s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of the work of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, P r i n c e Sadruddin Aga Khan. I t 
b e l i e v e d t h a t the recommendations i n h i s report were l i k e l y t o f o r e s t a l l f u r t h e r 
mass exoduses and to l e s s e n the unfortunate consequences o f those that had a l r e a d y 
occurred. In any event, i t b e l i e v e d t h a t i t would be d e s i r a b l e i n the future to 
make systematic use of the data a v a i l a b l e on known mass p o p u l a t i o n movements and 
bhence seek c o n s t r u c t i v e and e f f e c t i v e s o l u t i o n s . I n the meantime, h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
drew a t t e n t i o n to the o b l i g a t i o n o f a l l States to respect the e s t a b l i s h e d p r i n c i p l e s 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law concerning the p r o t e c t i o n and a s s i s t a n c e o f v i c t i m s o f such 
movements. I t was persuaded that a s t r i c t observance by a l l c o u n t r i e s of the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i ^ t s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
human r i ^ t s covenants would h e l p to e l i m i n a t e the root causes o f the mass exoduses. 
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2 0 . With regard t o the p a r t i c u l a r human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s before the Commission, i t 
was Important tha t any i n d i v i d u a l i n any country should be able t o have recourse t o 
machinery which would prevent h i s r i g h t s from being breached o r , i f they were breached, 
to o b t a i n r e d r e s s , even i f the party r e s p o n s i b l e was the S t a t e . I t was unquestionably 
one o f the tasks of the United Nations, through the Commission, t o consider s e r i o u s , 
f l a g r a n t and systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , wherever they occurred, s i n c e 
contrary t o what some people claimed, brandishing A r t i c l e 2 ( 7 ) of the Charter, 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the domestic j u r i s d i c t i o n of States was not i n v o l v e d . 

2 1 . His d e l e g a t i o n was g r a t e f u l t o the Under-Secretary-General, Mr. P a t r i c i o Ruedas, 
f o r h i s r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n i n Poland (E/CN . 4 / 1 9 8 4 / 2 6 ). His d e l e g a t i o n found i t 
encouraging that the P o l i s h Government had furnished i n f o r m a t i o n t o the 
Secretary-General, but r e g r e t t e d t h a t i t had not done so i n response t o the Commission's 
r e s o l u t i o n s . The tone and conclusions of the r e p o r t , which i n d i c a t e d a process of 
change, j u s t i f i e d a c e r t a i n hope, as i n respect of the s e r i e s of measures adopted by 
the P o l i s h Government i n J u l y I 9 8 3 , p a r t i c u l a r l y the l i f t i n g of m a r t i a l law and the 
promulgation of the law on amnesty. Unfortunately, l e g i s l a t i o n promulgated 
simultaneously and subsequently somewhat diminished t h a t hope. The i n c o r p o r a t i o n 
of the " s t a t e of emergency" i n the e x c e p t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s already p r e s c r i b e d i n 
e a r l i e r l e g i s l a t i o n would not have had any p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e , had i t not given 
the P o l i s h a u t h o r i t i e s a new means o f suspending, i f need be, c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
n o r m a l i t y . -The s p e c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n promulgated i n order t o overcome the s o c i a l and 
economic c r i s i s r e s t r i c t e d the e x e r c i s e of c e r t a i n fundamental r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n . The amendments t o the Penal Code imposed new l i m i t s on 
freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n , expression and o p i n i o n . His d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t the new 
law on the press would i n e f f e c t promote the freedom of the press. I t took note of 
the c o n c l u s i o n concerning the review of p r i s o n sentences, but a l s o noted tha t three 
months a f t e r the l i f t i n g o f m a r t i a l law, s e v e r a l hundred persons were s t i l l i n d e t e n t i o n 
on p o l i t i c a l grounds. To sum up, Spain would l i k e the process of l i b e r a l i z a t i o n begun 
i n Poland t o continue and develop so t h a t respect f o r a l l human r i g h t s and a l l 
fundamental freedoms was r e a l l y guaranteed i n that country. 

2 2 . His d e l e g a t i o n had taken note of the r e p o r t of the Secretary-General on the 
question of human r i g h t s i n Cyprus (E/CN . 4 / 1 9 8 4 / 5 1). In i t s o p i n i o n , i t was e s s e n t i a l 
that the machinery set up t o shed l i g h t on the f o r c i b l e or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances 
of persons should begin t o operate. I t hoped that the Greek C y p r i o t s and Turkish 
C y p r i o t s would implement t h e i r undertaking t o respect the mandate of the Committee on 
M i s s i n g Persons i n Cyprus, as w e l l as t h e i r s t a t e d d e s i r e f o r i t t o embark on 
substantive-work. I t hoped that both p a r t i e s líould honour the commitment they had 
made once more t o r e f r a i n from any a c t i v i t y t h a t might hamper the work o f the Committee. 

2 3 . His d e l e g a t i o n shared the concern of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community at the human 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the I s l a m i c Republic of I r a n , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t of c e r t a i n 
i d e o l o g i c a l , e t h n i c and r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t i e s , as r e f l e c t e d i n the i n f o r m a t i o n contained 
i n the r e p o r t by the Secretary-General published i n document E/CN . 4 / I 9 8 4 / 2 8 . I t 
r e g r e t t e d t h a t i t had not been p o s s i b l e t o corroborate the i n f o r m a t i o n at f i r s t hand, 
because of the p e r s i s t e n t r e f u s a l by the I r a n i a n Government t o agree t o a v i s i t by a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Secretary-General who, however, i t had agreed to r e c e i v e . 
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2 4 . Further; his delegation was extremely disturbed, by the inter-community 
confronta-tiSris that ha.d convulsed Sri Lanka, in July 1Э83, leading-to heavy losses 
of hu¿ia.n'îîfê'and serious dama.ge. It a.ssocia.ted itself-with-the delegations i n 
the Comíáís£i2'dn t h a t ha.d.issued an appea.l for respect'for-human rights i n that 
country,w h i l e recognizing the diligence with whichythe Sri .Lanka Government ha.d 
furnished' the- infSSTna.tion- -w-hich the Sub-Commissionííoíu,'Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection'bf-ffinorities ha.d requested in'-resolution 1983/16. It.-.believed 
that the Sri La.nkfe- Government г-íould continue i t s efforts to find pea.cefuj, methods, 
of resolving "che Ta-m.il qi-iestion, i n the interests of national unity and f u l l 
respect for the human rights a.nd funda.menta.l freedoms of a-11 the inhabitants of 
Sri Lanka, whatever the community.or ethnic group to which they belongedo 

2 5 . . The Spanish Government a-nd people were concerned, about a l l systematic 
vïbi^tions of human rights, but they were partic-ola.rly sejisitive to those committed 
in coimtries with which, historically, Spain mainta.ined .long-established cultura.l 
relpfcions. That was why his Government wa.s pa.rticula.rl.y interested i n the 
implementation of the plan of a.ction proposed by the Secretary-General to a-ssist 
the restoratibriof human rights and funda.mantal freedoms i n Eq-uitoria.l Guinea.-. 
It ha.d high hopes oí' the •contacts which the Government of Equitoria.l Guinea, and 
the Secretary-G'eñera.l ha;d"''esta.blisheà for that purpose a.nd i t viae grateful to , 
Messrs. Hema.ndez Valle аПФ'La.gua.rdia, for the mission they ha.d carried -out. His 
delega.tion wa.s confident tha-t -the authorities .of Equitorisl Guinea, would shortly 
transmit tc the Secreta.iy-<5enera-l the information whijch ha.d been requested, under 
Economic and Social- Council ••re-soi-ution 1933/3'5? on -the- mea.sures planned by the 
C-ovenmient and the :a.ssista.ñc&-.whiah the United Ifetr-rns: c o u l d .give i t , 

2 6 . Spa.in's interest---in "the--Tuture of the peopl-ee..,-0f Latin America, was equalled 
only by i t s concern with i t s с^лп-future. It wis.hed. them a peaceful and 
prosperous future, which-:paesupposed the <osta.blishment and maintenance of free 
a.nd p l u r a l i s t i c demccracies^--baaed on ccrapulcus irrespect for Ьгша-п rights a.nd 
funda-menta-1 freedoms • and: on the rule of la.w. -Those whc cla-im.ed that i t v,'3-s 
impossible to hs-ve such democra.cies in La-tin America..were mistaken: the exa.mpLe 
of Argentina was irrefuta.ble proof. 

27Í- His delegation wished to convey i t s gratitude to. the Special Ha.pporteur on 
the-humia.h rights situa-tion i n Guatemala- for his report (E/CN.4/1984/3O). It 
found the G-oatemalà-n Government's co-ogeira.tive, attitude-to be constractiye a.nd 
was grá-tified to see that mea.sures hadvïpeen taken which might indica.te a...desire 
to take other mea.sures tc better guarantéie res.piect for.huma-n rights. ;Ho>feverj| 
his delegation wa.s not entirely in agreement on serta.in parts of the report. 
According to the informa.tion available to i t j th$ d.epa.rture of certain.rpriests 
from the province of Qu.iché ha.d been due to persecution and threats by va.rious 
milita.ry a.nd para-milita.ry groups a-nd which had culraina.ted i n the, murden of three 
priests. The bishop of the diocese himself had, been compelled to leave-the 
country following serious threa.ts. Moreover, the limitations impose_â on freedom 
of movement and freedom, of residence covild not be, jastifi-?d by.the a.lleged 
benefits for the indigenous population-by moving', a-nd esta.blishfúng- i t i n ".model 
villages". His delegation a.lso ha.d serious rese,-rva.tions.j-p.oncerning the 
desirability and effectiveness of setting .up c i v i l i a n pa-tj^ols.., The. recommendation^ 
by the Special Rapporteur might well improve the present situation i n Gua.teroala, 
but his delega.tion would ha.ve considerable hesitation i n a.ccepting them as they 
stood. For instance, his delega.tion would l i k e to have the firm assura.nce tha.t 
the rura-1 development plans elaborated by the Gua.tema.la.n Government would be 
intended simply and solely to improve the l i v i n g conditions of the population a.nd 
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not to serve the purposes of the cajnpa.ign to combat the insurrection. Moreover, 
support for those plans would be tantamount to endorsing the system of "model 
villages" a n d to supporting certain projects which merely prescribed technical 
reforms ra.ther t h a n specific a.gra.ria.n reform, which vfas essential to ensure tha.t 
O i m e r s h i p of the l a n d wa.s divided f a i r l y . As fa.r a s Recommendation 2 was 
concerned, his delega,tion considered tha.t i t wa.s rash to ascribe the instab i l i t y 
of reforms a n d investments to insurrection a.nd subversion, thus obliterating the 
m̂ a.in ca.use of t h a t situation, namely the succession of military regimes and the 
а.Ьзепсе of genuinely reformist legislation, pa.rticula,rly in the agricultura,! 
sector. Ms deleg3,tion did not believe tha.t i t vra.,'' objective to ascribe the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s which the smooth and impa,rtia.l conduci; of the electoral process 
proposed by the Gua,tema.la.n Government might encounter to the dema.nds ma.de by some 
politica.l forces, pa.rticula.ily i f one bore i n mind tha.t the conduct of successive • 
Governments i n recent j^ears ha.d ha.rdly been calcula.ted to m a k e the elections 
organized by them credible. In the view of his delega.tion, only the esta.blishment 
of a, democra.tic Government, the outcome of a. genuinely free election i n which a.ll 
Gua.tema.la.n politica.l parties would pa.rticipate, c o i i l d resolve the problem once and 
for a l l . 

28, With regard to the sitijation of Ьшаэ.п rights and fun.damenta.1 freedoms i n 
E l Sa.lva.dor, his delegation wa.s g T a t e f u l to the Specia.l Representa.tive for his 
ba.lanced a n d objective report (E/ON. 4 / l 9 8 4 / 2 5 ) a.nd i t took note of the 
co-operation of the Salva.doria.n Governmient. The esta.blishment of a governaiental 
Hunia,n Rights Commission and the proclam.3.tion of the a.mnesty la.v; would seem to 
a . t t e s t to the desire of the Sa.lva.dorian a.uthorities to improve the human rights 
situation i n the соштсгу. His delegation, like the Special Représentative, noted 
with concern tha.t ' there was s t i l l a. considerable ga.p between the intentions of 
the Government a.nà t h e 'a.bility to achieve results, pa.rticula.rly since the s t a t e 
of siege continued t o be extended regularly. The amnesty mea.sures had led to a. 
reduction in the number of politica.l isrisoners, but the hopes they ha.d roused 
hf;,.d been da.shed b y t h e fact tlia.t a.fter their relea.ss, people ha.d been rea.rrested 
a.rid sorue of t h e m , a.pTja.rently, had been murdered. His delega.tion wa.s also 
concerned a.t the information to the effect tha.t the governmental Human Rights 
Commission might be ineffective i n the ca.se of politica . l curders si bributable to 
the security forças- ' In э.пу c a s e , t h e persistent, serious a.uu la."".içe-sca.le 
violations of пшщ,п rights, pa.rticula.rly the right to l i f e , werr- continiiing: the 
bombing of c i v i l i a n ta.rgets co'uld not be justified 5 the l.a.rge nuEiber of murdei.-'s 
wa.s ala.rming5 rega.rdless of whether thoy w e r e the work cf the guerrilla or 
government forces; the collective murders and k i l l i n g s of civilians that could 
be a.scribed to the a.mied forces, the security services and pa.ramilita.ry groups, 
particularly the "death squa.ds" which a.ppea.red t c have been more a.ctive recently, 
were pa.rticula,rly reprehensible. It wa.s a.bsolutely essential that the specific 
mea.sures announced by the Govermment to dissolve those a.rmed groups of assa.ssins 
were implemented immedia.tely. The Specia.l Ra.pporteur noted the considerable 
number of ca.ses of torture., intimida.tion of doctors, the many abductions and 
involunta.ry.disappea.ra.nces of persons, responsibility for which i n most c a s e s 
was a.ttributed i n the report to governmental institutions. The passivity a.nd 
helplessness of the courts in respect of violations of huma.n rights was 
unjustifiable,. The decision concerning the elaboration of the new cr.iminai 
l e g i s l a t i o n must be implemented a.s a ma.ttër of urgency, so tha.t justice might be 
dispensed with dispa.tch and independence a.nd so tha.t juries might discha.rge their 
functions free f r o m f e a r or intimidation.. The exercise of social and economic 
rights should a.lso be gua.ranteed i n order to'give fresh impetus to the economic 
structure of E l SalVa.dor,.; The Go verraient must imxuement a.n appropria.te and 
effective, pla,ncf reform, including a,gra,rian reform, arid the guerrila forces must 
desist from.committing systéma:tic a,cts of sa,bota.ge a,nd violence a,ga,inst the 
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econçmic structure a.nd must stop press-ga.nging young people, and i n tha,t way 
amputa.ting the productive forces of the country. The establishment of a. genuine 
democracy i n El Salva.dor entailed the restora.tion of c i v i l peace, a. negotia.ted 
peace which would end the conflict once axLd for a l l . The forthcoming elections 
might ha.ve offered the present Sa.lva.dorian Government an opportunity of i n i t i a t i n g 
such a pea.ce, but the breaJiing off of the ta.lk.3 with the opposition and the 
non-existence of social pea.ce, a.s well a.s of a. relia.ble census, were fa.ctors 
which might ai'fect the proper conduct of the electora.l process. While a.wa.iting 
such a c i v i l pea.ce, the h\ima.nita,ria.n interna.-ciona.l rules of the la.w of wa.r must 
be a.pplied scrupulously. His àelega.tion supported the recommendations contained 
in the report and considered that they needed t o be implemented urgently. 

2 9 . .Mr. КЬЕМтак (German Democratic Republic) noted that one of the peculiarities 
of the a.genda. item -under discussion wa.s that i t wa.s used by Member Sta.tes of the 
united Na.tions to defend a concept of h'ama.n rights tlia.t served a. policy of 
interna.tiona.l confronta.tion. The funda.menta.l objective of any a.pplica.tion of 
h-uman rights - i n other words, t h e implementation of the provisions of a.rticle 28 
of the Universal Decla.ra.tion of Huma.n Rights - wa.s perverted when countries 
cynically used the question of huma.n rights i n an a.ttempt to legitimize tlieir 
claim to leadership or to interfere i n the internal a.ffalrs of other Sta.tes. 
In fa.ct, the exercise of human rights, including the right of peoples to 
self-determina.tion and the right o f individuals and peoples to l i v e together i n 
pea.ce was a. prerequisite for coexistence, since human rights could not flourish 
i n a. state o f war or an environment o f cold wa.r. 

3 0 . That wa.s why his delega.tion believed tha.t when the Commission considered the 
item -under review, i t should concentra.te on i t s inherent and essentia.! tasks, 
namely, t h e considera.tion of ma.ssive and fla.grant viola.tions of huma.n rights of 
peoples and persons, with particular reference to colonia.l a.nd other dependent 
countries and territories. It did not redound to the honour of the Commission tha.t 
States posed as gua.rdia.ns of virtue by -making judgements i n respect of other Sta.tes, 
while their own territory was the scene of ma.ssive violations of huma.n rights and 
they ha.d da.red to r a t i f y neither the Interna.tional Convention on the Elimina.tion 
of a l l Forms of Ra.cial Discrimination nor the Intema.tiona.l Covena.nt on the 
Suppression and punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. It wa.s simila.rly 
unaccepta.ble that those States, which assigned prio r i t y to military rather than 
socia.l spending, ha.d recourse to a. selective mora.lity, cha.racterized by a.n 
arroga.nt a.nd hypocritical attitude to developing countries which, a.fter centuries 
of colonia.l dom_Lna.tion, la.cked t h e means o f implementing many aspects of c i v i l 
a.nd socia.l rights. It wa.s ina.ppropria.te f o r the former colonia.l Powers i n their 
relations with their former colonies or for cepita]-ir.t States i n their relations 
л•íith socialist Sta.tes to dictate what was right and what wa.s not a.t the 
interna.tiona.l level. coexistence among individuals a.nd peoples could be ba.sed 
only cn equa.l rights. In tha.t connection, his d e l e ^ t i o n ha.d been astonished a.t 
the sta.tement m.a.de at a.n ea.rlier meeting by a country tlia.t posed a.s the champion 
of huma.n rights throughout the world. 

3 1 . The Germa.n Democra.tic Republic wa.s of the opinion tha.t the Commission ought 
not to deviate from i t s ma.ndate, a.ny moi'"- tha.n should other united Nations orga.ns. 
However, tha.t was wha.t i t ha.d done when i t ha.d a.dopted resolution 1 9 8 3 / 5 0 , 
entitled "Sit-oation of human rights i n Poland". Its a.ction constitute!^ 
interference with the process of sta.bilization undertaken by the Polish Government. 
The Polish People's Republic which wa.s, inter a l i a , a pa.rty to the I 9 6 6 
interna.tioria.l human rights covenants, ha.d adhered to a l l interna.tioml rules and 
obligations. In an astonishingly short period of time, the Polish Government had 
been a.ble to l i f t the state of emergency decreed to restore the exercise of- human 
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rights which ha.d Ъееп enda.ngered, not Ъу the Government, but by internal and 
extema.l counter-revolutiona.ry forces. It wa.s an a.chievement tha.t deserved 
recognition. Even the report on the situation of human rights i n Poland 
(E/CK.4 / 1 9 8 4 / 2 6 ), prepared i n violation of intema.tional la.w, furnished no proof 
tha.t the situation i n Poland, where the Government wa.s i n the process of 
resolving complex problems, would wa.rrant the slightest study under the agenda, 
item currently being considered. It was ra.ther the contra.ry tha.t wa.s true. Those 
who were seeking to tea.r Pola.nd a.wa.y from the community of socia-list countries and 
who, for tha.t purpose, had la.unched a campa.ign of slander backed up by economic 
b!a.cknja.il, were undermining both the objectivé and subjective conditions for the 
implementa.tion of huma.n rights i n a- soverei-gn Member Sta.te of the United Nattions. 
Such was the goa.l of the dra.ft resolution published i n dociment E / C F . 4 / 1 9 8 4 / L . 6 6 . 

5 2 , It was a. ha.rsh reality of contemporary history tha.t such a policy qf 
interference, extending to human rights, was pursued by the'very countiy which, 
through i t s economic, financiâ.l ana military enga.gement, had prevented the regimes 
of terror tha.t flouted human rights i n El Salva.dor a.nd Guatemala, from being 
overthrown long ago by the peoples of those countries who, a.s a. last resort, ha.d 
been compelled to ha.ve recourse to rebellion a.gainst tya?a.nny. 

3 3 - The huma.n rights situa.tion'in certa.in la.tin American countries wa.s pa.rticula.rly. 
ca.ta.strophic. In the ba.ckground, there was the policy of aggression of the 
United Sta.tes of America, a.s reflected i n the a.ggression a.gs.inst Grenada., the 
undecla.red wa.r a.gs.inst Nica.ra.gua., boycott a.nd threa.ts a.ga.inst Cuba, increa.sing 
milita.ry aid to rea.ctiona.ry regimes a.nd support to counter-revolutiona.ries, involving 
gross and .systema.tic viola.tions of'the right to l i f e of entire population groups. 
In 1 9 8 3 , more than 1 0 , 0 0 0 people ha.d fa.llen victim to the terror dxercised by the 
regimes i n El Salvador and .Gua.tema.ls-. In the course of the f i r s t six months alone, 
more tha.n 3 j 0 0 0 civilians lia.d been murdered i n El Sa.lva-dor by the "death squa.ds", 
whose members were recruited ma.inly from the milita.ryi i n the second ha.lf of the 
year,, on a.vera.ge 1 2 0 people ha.d been Icilled every week. Those figures h a 4 been 
given .by six United States huma.n rights orga.niza.tion3 a.nd by the Legal Aid Office 
of the C.gtholic Church i n E l Sa.lva.dor. Those orga.ni-za.tions ha.d a.lso dra.wn attention 
to the ii-:;rea.sing number of a.rbitrary a.rrests. During the f i r s t lia.lf of 1983s 
554 persons ha.d been detained without any reason and tortured; 3 2 4 persons were 
missing. In a.ddition, there had been a. considerable step-up i n milita.iy opera.tions 
ала i n the .activities of pa.ramilitary ga.ngs. Since the University of San Sa.lvador 
had been closed three yea.rs ea.rlier, at least 40 professors a.nd lecturers ha.d 
fa.llen victimto the regime' s murderous terrori another 1 0 0 professors, scientists 
a.nd students ha.d been a.bducted, a.nd there lia.d been no news of them. A work 
published i n Costa. Eica. i n mid-1983> ga.ve the names of 3 , 0 0 0 Sa.lva.dorians who had 
been deta.ined by order of the Government between- Ja.nus.ry 1979 and June I 9 8 3 a.nd 
who ha.d been "missing" since. Pour hundred thousa.nd Sa.lva.doria.ns, or 8 per cent 
of the popula.tion, ha.d fle d the terror or lived i n miserable conditions a.s'refugees 
i n their own country. The repressive policy pursued by the regime ha.d forced 
6 0 0 , 0 0 0 Sa.lva.doria.ns into exile. 

3 4 . The situation i n Gua-tema.la vras just as horrifying. In the spa.ce of one jrear, 
1 5 , 0 0 0 people ha.d been k i l l e d and, according to one source, i n Gua.temala. City 
a.lone, six persons were murdered every da.y; most of the corpses showed signs of 
torture. In the f i r s t week of Pebrua.ry, 77 people ha.d been k i l l e d , 35 of them by 
soldiers a.nd members of the "death squa.ds". 

http://rea.ctiona.ry
http://Gua.tema.ls-
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3 5 . The steadily growing military budget of the Guatemalan Government was-entailing 
cuts i n the budget for education, health and other social services, exacerbating 
social problems s t i l l further. The situation v;as such that 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 Guatemalans had 
fled to Mexico. The refugees i n Guatemala i t s e l f had been herded i n virtual 
concentration camps, where they were suffering from hunger and diseases. 

36. The extermination campaign pursued by the regime was directed particularly 
against the Indian population, which accounted for approximately 70 per cent of 
the total population. The reign of terror, with i t s attendant murders, persecution, 
abduction, unlawful detention and torture, had continued unabated after the putsch 
of 9 August 1 9 8 5 . 

37 . The report on the situation of human rights i n Guatemala (s/CIí.4/I984/30) only 
parti a l l y reflected the true situation i n that_country, which had been the subject 
of a document published i n Geneva on 28 February by Guatemalan opposition circles; 
i t would Ъе interesting to hear the Special Rapporteur's view on that document. 

3 8 . His delegation considered that the unemployment r i f e i n the industrialized 
capitalist coimtries unquestionably constituted a systematic and massive violation 
of the right to viork. A recent OECD study indicated that i n the 24 leading 
industrialized capitalist countries, the number of "unemployed had risen from 
8 million i n 1973 to 34 million at present, or 10 per cent of the active population,-
further, a growing proportion of the young generation was denied access to the labour 
market and, in the 12 leading OECD countries, one o-at of every five young persons 
had neither training, profession nor employment; f i n a l l y , even with the current, 
albeit questionable, prospects of a revival, the situation on the labour market 
would deteriorate further. That was the gist of th3 studj'-. 

39- I"fc had long been proved that imperialist superarmament did not create jobs, 
but rather consumed considerable financial and scientific potential and resources.-
While the existence of millions of people was threatened, arms manufacturers were 
accumulating ever higher profits. 

4 0 . The unemployment in the Western highly industrialized countries was not merely a 
flagrant violation of the right to work. It also prevented the enjoyment of almost 
a l l Ьгзтап rights, affecting the quality of l i f e and the right to self-determination 
of the people concerned. It was high time for the Commission to study, under item 12 
a definition of the responsibilities of highly industrialized States tc preserve and 
create jobs. To dispense States from that responsibility would be tantamoxmt to 
dispensing them from the responsibility to promote, respect and protect human rights, 
and would therefore contravene -fche obligation of States, under the Charter of the 
united Nations, to enable everyone to enjoy their c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l rights as well 
as economic, social and cultural ones. 

4 1 . The members of the Commission must seek to protect and promote the right to 
self-deteminaticn and to safeguard the rights of their peoples. ^Furthermore, only 
i f they were subordinated to the basic idea of peaceful coexi'atànce of peoples did 
human 'rights acquire their true stature i n the relations among States. The Committee 
ought never to forget that when i t was studying agenda item 1 2 . 
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4 2 . Mrs. OGATA (Japan) said that while e f f o r t s had Ъееп made i n many p a r t s of the 
world to promote c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , алтеа 
c o n f l i c t and ser i o u s i n t e r n a l disturbances had continued to endanger the most b a s i c 
r i g h t , the r i g h t to l i f e . Since the Commission on Human R i g h t s was unable to study 
a l l the V i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s t h a t occurred throughout the world, i t had decided 
to consider the most s e r i o u s ones. Her d e l e g a t i o n d i d not b e l i e v e that i t was the 
Commission's r o l e to pronounce a v e r d i c t , or simply to deplore or to condemn c e r t a i n 
p r a c t i c e s , but e s s e n t i a l l y to a s s i s t peoples and Governments i n v o l v e d i n s e r i o u s 
prSBlems of human r i g h t s . She was therefore g r a t i f i e d that the r e p o r t s s u l m i t t e d 
undebi agenda item 1 2 had the common approach of c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m and advic e . 

4 3• Her d e l e g a t i o n noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n that the Government of E l Salvador had 
continued to co-operate w i t h the S p e c i a l Representative on the s i t u a t i o n of human 
r i g h t s i n E l Salvador, as r e f l e c t e d i n the l e t t e r ' s r e p o r t (E/GEr .4/1984/25) . I t 
the r e f o r e r e g r e t t e d a l l the more the pe r s i s t e n c e of s e r i o u s and massive v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y of the r i g h t to l i f e , which was a t t e s t e d i n the 
r e p o r t by an astounding number of cases of p o l i t i c a l murders, t o r t u r e and c r u e l 
inhuman or degrading treatment, abductions, disappearances and d e t e n t i o n of 
p o l i t i c a l opponents. 

I 

4 4 . Her d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned about the f a c t t h a t , i n E l Salvador, 
the Government f o r c e s , extreme l e f t wing g u e r r i l l a s and r i g h t wing elements which 
supported the Government were massively and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y murdering non-ccxabatants. 
I t wished to s t r e s s , f i r s t , t h a t the r e s t o r a t i o n of peace and p u b l i c order was-a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the c e s s a t i o n of i n a d m i s s i b l e v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , e s p e c i a l l y 
the r i g h t to l i f e , and t h a t the s t r i c t observation of the 1 9 4 9 Geneva Conventions 
to which E l Salvador was a p a r t y , and a r t i c l e 3 of which was a p p l i c a b l e to the 
c o n f l i c t t e a r i n g i t a p a t t , was of paramount importance. The Commission should appeal 
f o r g r e a t e r observance of the p r i n c i p l e s of those Conventions. The f a c t t h a t the 
Salvadorian Government had i n d i c a t e d i t s i n t e n t i o n o f improving the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n o f f e r e d a glimmer of hope. I t was a-lso encoToraging to see that i t had 
begun to undertake major economic and p o l i t i c a l reforms and was endeavouring to 
ensure a more e f f e c t i v e fxüictioning of the j u d i c i a l system. I t was to be hoped t h a t 
the d e s i r e of the Government t o seek a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n to the armed c o n f l i c t by 
d m o c r a t i c procedures would be r e f l e c t e d i n a t a n g i b l e manner. Her d e l e g a t i o n 
suppotted the recommendations set f o r t h i n the f i n a l r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n of 
Ьгдшап r i g h t s i n SI Salvador and appealed to a l l the p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d to d e s i s t from 
endangering the r i g h t to l i f e and from brea'ching the other fundamental Ътап r i g h t s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those of the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

4 5 . T u m i n g to the r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n of hiunan r i g h t s i n Guatamela 
(Е/СЫ. 4 / 1 9 8 4 / 3 0 ) , she noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n that the Guatamelan Goveimment had 
co-operated w i t h the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, thus enabling-him to v i s i t remote areas . 
that were o f t e n i n a c c e s s i b l e , i n order to examine the s i t u a t i o n . • î 

4 6 . ' Her d e l e g a t i o n agreed w i t h the S p e c i a l Rapporteur t h a t . s o o i a l i n e c p a l i t i e s , 
and,economic i n j u s t i c e were the u n d e r l y i n g causes of the disordeija i n Gyatamela» ¡̂^ 
Îfié~pÔfulatiqn, which had s u f f e r e d g r e a t l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y the indigenous popiÜation, 
had iSttlé ojîjortuni-igr f o r e x e r c i s i n g i t s _ c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s as l o n g as the 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n did'not improve.}, t h a t was why the reforms 
undertâèen by 'the Government of Guatamela si n c e March 1982^ mainly i n a g r a r i a n 
matters, and the rese t t l e m e n t and improvement of the l i v e s of the r a x a l populations 
should be welcomed. She hoped that i t would continue to take vigorous measures 
to r e s o l v e the u n d e r l y i n g problems of Guatamela and, i n t h a t regard, she f u l l y 
supported Recommendations 1 to 3 by the S p e c i a l Rapporteiir. 
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4 7 . P o l i t i c a l i n s u r r e c t i o n and subversion nevertheless permanently d e s t a b i l i z e d the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the reform, a s t a t e of a f f a i r s t h a t broadly c o i n c i d e d with the 
presence of a m i l i t a r y Government. I t was encouraging t o note t h a t the-аоуегптепЪ" 
had moved towards r e s t o r i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l normality with the establishment i n 
June 1982 of a supreme e l e c t o r a l t r i b u n e entrusted w i t h the task o f r e o r g a n i z i n g the 
e l e c t o r a l system. Such reform was of fundamental importance i n order t o create the 
c o n d i t i o n s s u i t a b l e f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of a l l human r i g h t s . Needless t o say, the 
task was not an easy one, but one might hope that the d i f f i c u l t i e s would be . 
trascended and t h a t the i n t e r n a l s t r i f e would end i n order t o make way f o r a 
democratic way of l i f e . The S p e c i a l Bapporteur underlined the importance of r e s t o r i n g 
freedom of speech, the freedom of the press, and trade union freedoms, a view which 
her d e l e g a t i o n shared. 

4 8 . The p e r s i s t e n t v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s of i n d i v i d u a l , ^ ccintinued t o be a matter 
of concern, p a r t i c u l a r l y the disappeargmcss, k i l l i n g s and kidnappings as w e l l as a 
whole range of inexpedient a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out by the army, p o l i c e ^nd other 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . While t s the S p e c i a l Rapporteur noted, i t was t r u e , t h a t a l l the 
a l l e g a t i o n s and rumours u i g h t be d i f f i c u l t t o v e r i f y , i t was v i t a l f o r the Government 
to de v i s e a system of i n q u i r y which would be both e f f e c t i v e and'convincingi The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should continue t o monitor and encourage the e f f o r t s of the 
Guatemalan Government and her d e l e g a t i o n thought t h a t the mandate of the S p e c i a l 
Rapporteur should-consequently be extended, 

4 9 . Turning to the s i t u a t i o n i n Poland, she was encouraged by the f a c t t h a t the 
Secretary-General, and e a r l i e r two s e c r e t a r i a t o f f i c i a l s , had been able t o v i s i t 
Poland to meet r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of various.segments of s o c i e t y . She a l s o welcomed 
the l i f t i n g of m a r t i a l law and the approval of the law g r a n t i n g amnesty l a s t , J u l y 
s i n c e , l i k e the S p e c i a l Rapporteur (see document E/CN . 4 / 1 9 8 4 / 2 6 ), she believed, t h a t 
those measures had created c o n d i t i o n s favourable to a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h i n P o l i s h 
s o c i e t y . 

5 0 . While the number of persons detained f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons had. d e c l i n e d 
considerably over the l a s t year, some people sentenced under the m a r t i a l law continued 
to be detained and some were s t i l l i n d e t e n t i o n t e m p o r a r i l y or f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
I t was a l s o d i s t u r b i n g t h a t c e r t a i n l e g i s l a t i o n , although temporary i n c h a r a c t e r , 
granted extensive power's t o the a u t h o r i t i e s i n s e v e r a l domains, made i t p o s s i b l e t o 
r e s t r i c t the r i g h t s and freedoms of workers and provided f o r d i s c i p l i n a r y measures. 

5 1 . Her d e l e g a t i o n awaited with i n t e r e s t the c o n c l u s i o n s o f the i n q u i r y conducted 
w i t h i n the purview of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Organisation on freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n 
and trade union r i g h t s . I t thought t h a t there was good reason f o r the Commission t o 
continue c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n i n ; Poland and hoped t h a t the Government of 
t h a t country would be prepared to co-operate with the Secretary-General. There were 
grounds f o r o p t i m i s a , s i n c e the Secretary-General had found what he had heard i n 
Poland t o be very encouraging on a l l f r o n t s . 

5 2 . Since the Sub-Commission on Prevention o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and the P r o t e c t i o n of 
M i n o r i t i e s had recommended t h a t the Commission should study t h i s s i t u a t i o n i n . , ' 
S r i Lanka, her del-fegation wished to s t a t e , hOw much i t deplored the r a c i a l d i s o r d e r s 
which had r e s u l t e d i h c o n s i d e r a b l e loss' of l i f e and d e s t r u c t i o n of property i n 
June 1 9 8 3 . I f had -noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i c a i i n the memorandum by the S r i Lanka 
Government (È/CN .4/I984/IO) t h a t the l a t t e r had launched a r e l i e f p lan f o r the 
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v i o t i m s i and t h a t , a c t i o n had. been taken to : punish the offenders andi prevent;the 
recurrence of such i n c i d e n t s , The o r g a n i z a t i o n by the President of S r i Lanka of 
a conférence of a l l the póíitical p a r t i e s was a welcome i h t t 

53=; In h i s t-evised and updated.report (E/CN.4/1984/29) , the S p e c i a l : Rapporteur on 
summary or a r b i t r a r y executions had divided: the s i t u a t i o n s i n which such executions 
had taken p l a c a . i n t o f i v e c a t e g o r i e s , g i v i n g examples f o r each, and had analysed 
the background and i d e n t i f i e d the f a c t o r s l i k e l y t o create c o n d i t i o n s conducive to 
the phenoraBncn.™ The f a c t o r s i d e n t i f i e d were extremely d i v e r s e . The a n a l y s i s 
i n d i c a t e d that the problp.ii must t h e r e f o r e be approached from many d i f f e r e n t angles. 
Although the report was extremely u s e f u l , i t would, n e v e r t h e l e s s , be h e l p f u l to 
analyse i n t e r n a l l e g i s l a t i o n more thoroughly, p a r t i c u l a r l y laws on procedure. I f , 
as the r e p o r t s t a t e d , there was a dichotomy between the a c t u a l p r a c t i c e of States 
and t h e i r l e g i s l a t i o n . , f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n should.be focused on the kind of 
uechanisms to prevent.such p r a c t i c e w i t h i n the l e g a l systems of those S t a t e s . 

5 4 . The.Special Rapporteur was convinced of the need t o have some mechanism to 
monitor p r a c t i c e s or s i r a a t i c n s o f summary,and a r b i t r a r y executions. Her d e l e g a t i o n 
cnsidere^-.ïhafc the concept of such a mechanism should be s t u d i e d c a r e f u l l y . There 
rni^ht w e l l be. other ways and ffi'..ans, and they should be sought. F i n a l l y , n o t i n g 
that the p r a c t i c e o f summary cr a r b i t r a r y executions continued to be a very 
widespread phenomonen, her d e l e g a t i o n wished to s t r e s s the need t o keep the matter 
under review, and to give s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o ways and means o f reducing and 
f i l i a l l y slimina'cing such an abhorrent p r a c t i c e . 

55.. R e c a l l i n g , that her d e l e g a t i o n had drawn a t t e n t i o n d u ring the 
ch i r t y r - n i n t h ,s^33sion of the Commission to two aspects of human r i g h t s problems :related 
•:o mass expduseS; namely, the p r e - f l o w phase which c a l l e d f o r preventive measures 
;\nd the ,pp3;;j-r.ri;ow phase which c a l l e d f o r p r o t e c t i o n of the r i g h t s of the refugees, 
.he s a i d that V/he question deserved f u r t h e r study, i n c l u d i n g study from the angle 
of e f f e c i i v e i n t a r n a t i o n a l arrangements. Her d e l e g a t i o n was g r a t i f i e d t o l e a r n 'that 
"he Group of.¿î .'ívernmental Experts on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-operation to Avert New Flows 
of Refugees was about to begin i t s s u b s t a n t i v e work, and hoped that i t would give 
due c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the s t u d i e s already conducted, and the comments by governments 
and United Mar-ions bodies, p a r t i c u l a r l y the Commission on Human Rig h t s . 

5^* Mr.n,.i.EGHUGA (Cuba) s a i d t h a t E l Salvador and Guatemala were t y p i c a l examples 
of human'righss. v i o l a t i o n s . b y governments which served f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s r a t h e r 
than i:ational. ones. In E l Salvador, the governmental f o r c e s , which d i d not take 
p r i s o n e r s when' there was f i g h t i n g , were a l s o bombing the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 
They abductedvp-nd murdered those who d i d not co-operate with them. R e a p o n s i b i i i t y 
f o r the massacres VíasÍshared between the army an4 the "death squads". The r e p o r t 
on the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Ë1 Salvador (E/CN.4/I984/25) s t a t e d t h a t 
according t o C h r i s t i a n Legal A i d , during the period from 1 January t o ЗО June' I 9 8 3 , 
:-.here had' been 2 , 8 2 3 a r b i t r a r y executions of c i v i l i a n s , 1,657 executions bfeing 
a t t r i b u t e d to the army, 1 , 0 5 2 to p a r a m i l i t a r y groups and 114. ,tO " c i v i l defence" 
o r g a n i z a t i c n f j . Again acoording to the. r e p o r t , a high:-ranking'Church aú'thoriby 
a t t r i b u t e d ' 4 , 7 3 6 murders to the armed f o r c e s and the r i g h t - w i n g "death squads". 
Everyone was aware, however., t h a t in, E l Salvador.., thousands, of people had be'ën 
nr.v^dered and bortured, and t h a t the United States a u t h o r i t i e s granted m i l l i o n s of 
d o l l a r s of . f i n a n c i a l a i d i n p r o p o r t i o n t o the nunjber of c i t i z e n s k i l l e d and 
tcrfcuTetl, thus making the case of E l Salvador unique in. h i s t o r y . I t should be 
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stressed that the Salvadorian r e p r e s s i v e machinery c o i i l d not e x i s t without the 
support of the United States Government, which refused any p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o 
the nightmare which the population was l i v i n g . 

5 7 . While the report by the S p e c i a l Representative (E/CN.4/1984/25) was by no means 
a comprehensive one, i t conveyed an idea of the s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador, which was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t t o study i n d e t a i l . The Salvadorian Government which 
unquestionably d i d not enjoy the support of i t s people, nevertheless managed to 
r e t a i n power thanks t o the ever i n c r e a s i n g support of the United States Government, 
which was preventing the popular i n s u r r e c t i o n from winning the day. 

5 8 . In t h e i r attempts t o d i s t o r t r e a l i t y and t o j u s t i f y a s s i s t a n c e t o a genocidal 
regime, the United States leaders stuck a t nothing. The Spanish press of 
27 February had reported t h a t the United States Ambassador had f a l s i f i e d the reports 
and s t a t i s t i c s e s t a b l i s h e d by the Archdiocesan Legal P r o t e c t i o n O f f i c e of 
E l Salvador i n order to show the State Department that f a r fewer murders had been 
committed i n recent months by the "death squads". However, the Legal P r o t e c t i o n 
O f f i c e ' s information i n d i c a t e d t h a t the number of c i v i l i a n murders a t t r i b u t a b l e t o 
those k i l l e r s had d e c l i n e d simply because the army, r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 76 per cent of 
c i v i l i a n deaths, was now t a k i n g over that assignment. Having been unable to 
f a l s i f y the l a t t e r f i g u r e , the Ambassador had affirmed t h a t the c i v i l i a n s k i l l e d 
by the army had belonged t o armed groups f i g h t i n g s i d e by s i d e w i t h g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s 
or t h a t they had belonged t o the a u x i l i a r y bodies which a l s o took p a r t i n the 
f i g h t i n g . The Legal P r o t e c t i o n O f f i c e claimed, however, t h a t during the l a s t 
quarter of 1985 the army had murdered 120 c i v i l i a n s each month during operations i n 
which there was no f i g h t i n g . To j u s t i f y the increase i n m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e t o 
the S a l v a d o r i a n Government, blame was f r e q u e n t l y attached t o the "death squads", 
whereas the c h i e f offenders were the o f f i c e r s of the armed f o r c e s who acted i n 
t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . That was an undeniable f a c t which i t was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y 
d i f f i ' . u l t t o conceal. Very r e c e n t l y , the North American press reported the 
statements made i n the Congress i n Washington by a former Salvadorian army o f f i c e r , 
who had accused m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n l e a d e r s , i n c l u d i n g the present M i n i s t e r of 
Defence, and one of the candidates i n the forthcoming s o - c a l l e d e l e c t i o n s o f being 
i n s t i g a t o r s of massacres or o f c o v e r i n g up murders. 

5 9 . For more than 20 years, Guatemala had endured a r e i g n of t e r r o r which 
abducted c i t i z e n s , murdered them and t o r t u r e d them with impunity- Succeeding 
governments r i v a l l e d each other i n respect of a t r o c i t i e s . The r e p o r t on the 
s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala (E/CN .4/1984/3O) l e f t much room f o r improvement s i n c e , f a r 
from shedding l i g h t on the f a c t s as the Rapporteur recommended, he i n f a c t concealed 
r e a l i t y by an extremely tortuous method of reasoning. There was ample proof of the 
r e p o r t ' s l a c k of o b j e c t i v i t y . For i n s t a n c e , the l i f t i n g o f the s t a t e of s i e g e , on 
23 March 1 9 8 3 , was reported but the proclamation of the s t a t e o f a l e r t by 
Decree-Law No. 7 1 / 8 3 , suspending a l l the guarantees of the c i t i z e n , was completely 
disregarded. S i m i l a r l y , nothing was s a i d about the d i s c o v e r y , on 23 June 198З» 
during the Rapporteur's v i s i t t o Guatemala of a s e c r e t graveyard 11 km from the 
A t l a n t i c road. Neither was anything s a i d about the abduction o f two trade union 
leaders from the E s c u i n t l a sugar p l a n t a t i o n , and of whom there was s t i l l no news. 
The Rapporteur had v i s i t e d t h a t p l a n t a t i o n . F i n a l l y , one should note the d i s c r e e t 
reference i n annex I I of the r e p o r t t o the support of the United S t a t e s t o the 
Movimiento de Liberación Nacional which had brought C a s t i l l o Armas to power, 
whereas there had been a v e r i t a b l e conspiracy by the Government of the United States 
a g a i n s t the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l Government of Guatemala and the o p e r a t i o n had been 
c a r r i e d out by the CIA. 
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6 0 . He read out the last paragraph of chapter 8 as an example of the obscurity, 
which he deplored, of the report in document Е/СГГ.4Д984/30 on Guatemala. One might 
wonder whether the Special Eapporteur vjas trying to infer in that paragraph that the 
security forces should refrain from murdering babies and elderly people and merely 
k i l l peasants legitimately suspected of waging subversive a c t i v i t i e s . The 
Rapporteur should explain such comments in the interests of the Commission. In 
conclusion, the current situation i n Guatemala was characterized by an increasing 
number of massive violations of human rights, and more particularly by a 
generalized repression and by the murder or Harge-Suaue displacement of peasants and 
indigenous persons. 

61. In Grenada, the united States of America ves preventing the population from 
exercising i t s right to self—determination. Its invasion forces were committing 
atrocities and acts of torture, making large-scale arrests, detaining with t r i a l or 
investigation, and persecuting a l l those who did not bow to i t s v j i l l . The 
United States of America continued to impose colonial status on Puerto Rico, but 
despite a l l kinds of pressure and the presence of military bases, the Puerto Rican 
people retained i t s desire for independence. In the Caribbean, the Netherlands 
also maintained colonies that were r e l i c s of the past. In the Netherlands, the 
Moluccans were unable to obtain Dutch nationality, while many foreign workers were 
unable to avail themselves of social security benefits and end'ored racial 
discrimination. 

6 2 . Discrimination against minorities, especially Indian, Black and Hispanic 
minorities, was an important aspect of the violation of human rights in the 
United States of America. The Indians were especially affected. Over 
75 per cent suffered from hunger or malnutrition, and the unemployment rate had 
reached 70 per cent. One third of children died during the f i r s t year and the 
average expectation of l i f e was scarcely 40 years. The funding of programmes on 
behalf of the Indians had been cut by 34 per cent i n 1 9 8 2 and 31 per cent i n I 9 8 3 . 
The weekly review The Nation had described the policy as nothing less than 
genocide. Further, 55«6 per cent of Blacks and 29.9 pei" cent of Hispanics lived 
below the threshold of poverty, compared with 12 per cent in the case of the white 
population. 

6 3 . Prisons in the United States of America, where ill-treatment was a daily 
occurrence, showed a record number of inmates, with 405,371, of whom 29,403 were 
in Federal prisons at 3 0 September 1982, or 20 per cent more than the estimated 
capacity of those prisons. A recent development was that Mexican workers without 
pa-^ers might be interned i n prisons administered by private individuals. An 
establishment of that kind would shortly be opened i n Houston, Texas. The 
immigration services had approved the project and would pay $25 .5 a day to the 
responsible private enterprise, which would be s saving for the authorities! 
An establishment of the same Icind. was scheduled to open in Pasadena, near 
Los Angeles, California. The International General Workers' Union, whose 
headquarters was Los Angeles had condemned the project, affirming that i t violated 
human rights. 

64. In the United States of America, i t had been estimated that 5«5 million 
i l l e g a l immigrants were employed in farms, factories and elsewhere. Out of that 
figure, over half a million people worked i n conditions approximating to slavery, 
under "contracted, debt" and "direct constraint" systems. Under the "contracted 
debt"-system, agricultxiral workers were required to make their purchases i n shops 
on the holdings where they were employed, and on credit. Thus, they were 
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constantly i n debt, since their wages were inadequate. The other system, "direct 
constraint",' consisted: of' using i l l e g a l workei-a without payment or paying them 
badly, under, 'the supervision of armed guards. Thousands of i l l e g a l imDiigrsnts 
•were employed i n unhealthy work; i n n i i n o i s , 3 0 had been poisoned, by cyanide 
vapours and э mmber had died. Those workers were not entitled to any social . 
protection. At,'present,, certain garment ind.ustries employed, i l l e g a l immigrants 
exclusively'j paying them very low wages. That was the treatment meted out to. 
human beings in.the country that portrayed i t s e l f as the cradle of the "free'world", 

65, Ife-. TEHENZIO (interparliamentary 'Onion) pointed out that document 
Е/СЖ, 4 / 1 9 8 4/ЖЮ / 2 9 took stock of the activities undertaken by his organization since' 
January 1977.-under the Procedure for the examination and treatment of 
communications concerning violations of the human rights of parliamentarians. The' 
Interparliamentary Union had elected to concentrate i t s human rights activities On 
individual cases of parliajBentariens, without making any judgement of p o l i t i c a l 
regimes. 

6 6 , Аз .stated in paragraph 6 of dociment E/C¥ . 4 / 1 9Q4 /HG0 / 2 9 , the Special .Committee 
of f i v e parliamentarians entrusted \-ii±b implementing the above-mentioned procedure 
had studied i n camera 4 2 0 individual esses i n 3 5 countries,- and had. received 
confirmation of the release of 201 out of 242 detained, parliamentarians. The 
Special Coimnittee had learned that e large number of the releases were directly 
attributable to the intervention of the Interparliamentary Union, Thé results had 
been obtained with s minimum of staff, but maximum, activity on the part of the 
members of the Union. 

6 7 , For instance, tlie Nigerian Parliament had sent missions 'to two African 
countries which had. resulted in.the release of .14 parliamentarians in one country 
and 58 i n the other. Parliaments that were members of the Union'frequently hsd 
recourse to that system or others, and, their contacts with the authorities Of the 
countries i n which cases were under review were usually satisfactory, , An 
increasing number of situations was settled v;ithout recourse-t-o the public phase 
of the procedure. The Interparliamentary Union was i n a particularly privileged, 
situation, partly because i t wps i n з position to follow a case un t i l i t was 
f i n a l l y settled and. partly because i t could rely on the support of parliamentarians 
i n a l l the .countries of the v;orld, 

ЙГ. SUBEY (India.) recalled, that at i t s thirty-ninth session, the Commission 
had decided to teke up the question of human rights i n Cyprus on a priority basis, 
under item .12, during i t s current session. The decision had since been justified, 
s t i l l further'by the turn of events, which had som.etimes been disquieting, as- the 
report of the Secretary-General appearing in document E/CIÍ.4/1984/31 showed. The 
question bad been on the Commission's agenda since 1 9 7 6 , when a large proportion 
of C^rus" had been occupied by forei.ga forces. The occupstion had caused much 
suffering and, subsequently, thousands of refugees had been denied their basic 
rights. In the past, the Commission had called for the implementation i n Cyprus 
of the principles of the Charter and the Universal Beclaration. It had asked 
that a l l the refugees should, have the opportunity of revurning to their homes and. 
also that the f a t e of the missing persons should be elucidated, Tod.ay, i t was -
urgently necessary'to reiterate that c a l l , 

6 9 . At the Commonwealth Summit Conference held in Hew Belhi in November 1983 
the Prime Minister of India, Mrs, Indira Gandhi had stated that "the unilateral 
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declaration of independence Ъу the so—called IPurkish Cypriot Assembly in the 
occupied part of Cyprus i s patently i l l e g a l " , Mrs. Gandhi had called for the 
sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l integrity of Cyprus to be preserved, affirming that 
they should be guaranteed by the Commonvjealth, the Non-Aligned I-fovement and the 
United Nations. Further, the Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Countries held in 
New Delhi in March I 9 8 3 had emphasized "the urgent need for the voluntary return 
of the refugees to their homes, respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of a l l Cypriots, and the speedy accounting for those missing". The Conference had 
also "condemned a l l efforts or actions aimed at altering the demographic structure 
of Cyprus". Respect for human rights in Cyprus required the end of foreign 
occupation and the withdrawal of foreign forces; that must happen in order to 
enable refugees to return to their homes, to end the anguish of the families of 
missing persons and to enable the people of Qirprus to enjoy their c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , 
economic, social and cultural rights. The Commission must continue i t s efforts 
patiently until i t s objectives were achieved, 

7 0 . Turning to the report on summary or arbitrary executions (E/CN .4/1984/29) and 
to the important statement by the Special Rapporteur, Mir. Wako, he said that his 
delegation strongly supported that important exercise, and a l l the more since 
Indian culture was based on respect for a l l forms of l i f e . Another reason was 
his delegation's high regard for Mr. Wako. 

7 1 . After the "exploratory" exercise which Mr. Wako had submitted at the 
thirty—ninth session, the present report had acquired a structured form and a 
definite direction. One of the advantages of the study, which was an ongoing 
exercise, was that i t provided a monitoring mechanism within the Commission. 
His delegation thought that i t should be geared to the summary or arbitrary aspect 
of the deaths caused by State agencies or o f f i c i a l s . Obviously, the question of 
the death penalty did not come within i t s scope. Along the lines he had stat.eô, 

, the Special Rapporteur should consider, i n the case of the countries where summary 
or arbitrary executions occurred, the following.!' whether the rule of law prevailed, 
whether there were democratic institutions, whether the judiciary was independent of 
the executive, whether the actions of the security forces were controlled by the 
c i v i l i a n authorities, whether judicial remedies were available, whether the press 
was free and whether there were other ways and means of ventilating public 
grievances. Such c r i t e r i a 'should simplify the assessments made by the 
Specj-sl Rapporteur. 

7 2 . The Special Rapporteur had also, undertaken a review of national legislation 
which was most interesting and should be continued ; the review should show up 
those aspects of legislations which could have an adverse impact on the right to 
l i f e , such as retroactive legislation, special courts and the denial pf.a f a i r 
t r i a l , Mr, Wako had also emphasized the need for law enforcement o f f i c i a l s to 
abide by the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement O f f i c i a l s drawn up under 
United Nations auspices. His analysis of situations i n which summary and 
arbitrary executions usually took place deserved further study, and shovild enable 
the root causes of those situations to be id.entified. In conclusion, he hoped 
that governments would extend f u l l co-operation to the Special Rapporteur, 
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73. Ыг. BAKABÁT. (Jordan) speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t o f r e p l y , r e c a l l e d that 
on the previous day, the observer f o r I s r a e l had t r e a t e d the Conmission t o a 
melodramatic performance on the supposed persecution of Jews i n the Arab world. The 
i s s u e thus r a i s e d was a br-;aà one, and he would merely make a few poin t s i n r e p l y . 

74« In the f i r s t p l a c e , i t waS wi d e l y recognized t h a t Jews had enjoyed a r e l a t i v e l y 
h i g h e r s t a t u s i n Islamic c o u n t r i e s than elsewhere. That was why, whenever the p o l i t i c a l 
power of Islam had receded, the Jews had e l e c t e d to accompany the Muslims, since they 
had been pr o t e c t e d and enjoyed considerable p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , cult-oral and 
economic freedom i n the I-bislim c o u n t r i e s . I t was indeed i n t e r e s t i n g to compare t h a t 
treatment o f the Jews w i t h the treatment o f ííuslims and C h r i s t i a n s i n I s r a e l , where 
the Jews enjoyed p o l i t i c a l predominance. 

75. The re p r e s e n t a t i v e of I s r a e l had t r i e d t o persuade the Commission that the Jews 
of the Arab world had been e v i c t e d from t h e i r homes. He forgo t t h a t the r a i s o n d'être 
f o r the establishment of I s r a e l had been the i n g a t h e r i n g o f Jews from a l l over the 
wor l d , and that the Z i o n i s t s had done eve r y t h i n g i n t h e i r power t o detach Jewish 
communities from the c o u n t r i e s where they had been'lix^ing, thus c r e a t i n g a f e e l i n g 
of a l i e n a t i o n and the r e f o r e of i n s e c u r i t y which had not e x i s t e d i n those communities 
before. That was al s o true i n the case o f the Jews i n the Arab wo r l d . 

76. I s r a e l c y n i c a l l y claimed that i t wanted t o l i v e i n peace tri.th i t s Arab "cousins", 
but i t s c l a i m was disproved by acts such as the massacre o f D e i r Y a s s i n and those o f 
Sabra and C h a t i l a , the d e n i a l of the r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n s and the systematic 
v i o l a t i o n o f the r i g h t s o f the i n h a b i t a n t s of the occupied t e r r i t o r y . I f the 
Commission b e l i e v e d the c u r i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of h i s t o r y put forward by the 
Observer f o r I s r a e l , i t would b e l i e v e anything. 

77- №?. MAHBOUB (Observer f o r Iraq) r e p l y i n g t o an a l l e g a t i o n made by Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l , s a i d t h a t h i s country's c r i m i n a l law was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s . However, p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s and the State must be 
protected against offences against the s o c i a l order. I n I r a q , those who d i d not 
commit such offences enjoyed complete freedom, 

78, I t was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l sought to exert pressure on 
Governments and allowed i t s e l f t o be mi s l e d by progaganda from doubtfxil sources and 
unsupported by any evidence. Representatives o f that o r g a n i z a t i o n had v i s i t e d I r a q 
and had been able to undertake an i n v e s t i g a t i o n , but they had found no evidence. 
I r a g would continue, however, to work w i t h Amnesty, making a l l the f a c i l i t i e s i t 
needed a v a i l a b l e to i t t o enable i t to discharge i t s humanitarian'role. 

79* Mrs. GU YIGIE (China) speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , r e f e r r e d t o 
a comment by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l on the sentences i n f l i c t e d on c r i m i n a l s i n China, 
She e x p l a i n e d that s i n c e September 1983, w i t h the support o f the S t e e r i n g Committee 
of the N a t i o n a l People's Congress, the l e g a l organs o f China had stepped up a c t i o n s 
against persons g u i l t y of such a c t s as murder, rape, robbery o r sabotage. A number 
of those persons had l a t e l y been sentenced to death: the v e r d i c t s had been d e l i v e r e d 
on a l e g a l b a s i s , i n accordance vrith the procedures o f the Chinese c r i m i n a l code. 
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80. There had since been a notable improvement i n the s i t u a t i o n and the crime r a t e 
i n СЛг.па had d e c l i n e d to the lowest l e v e l i n the country's h i s t o r y . The a c t i o n which 
лаД l e d t o those r e s u l t s had been approved by the peasants, workers and the people 
ч." a. whole. F o r e i g n correspondents had al s o acknowledged the r e s u l t s that had been 
achieved. The r e p l y t o Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s a l l e g a t i o n concerning "summaiy 
executions" was that China was a sovereign country, which was e n t i t l e d to apply i t s 
э'-гг. laws to put an end to a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , rape and s i m i l a r o f f e n c e s . The N a t i o n a l 
People's Congress was promulgating l e g i s l a t i o n to p r o t e c t the Chinese people. To 
refrai-n from punishing offenders would be an act of c r u e l t y towards the m a j o r i t y o f 
the people. Offenders were condemned on the b a s i s of evidence and i n accordance w i t h 
l e g a l procedures i n f o r c e ; there were no summary o r a r b i t r a r y executions i n China. 

The meeting i x i s e at 1 , 0 5 p.m, 




