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Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights

Report of the Secretary—-General

1, The Commission, at its thirty-fourth segsion, bearing in mind Gereral Assembly
regolution 52/127, adopted resolution 24 (XXXIV) on regional arrangements for the
promotion and protection of human rights..l/ In paragraph 1 of the resolution

the Commigsion requested the Secretary-General to comsider the possgibility of
arranging suiltable vegional seminars under the programme of advisory services in
the field of human rights in those regions where no regional commission on human
rights exists at present, for the purpose of discussing the usefulness and
advigability of the establishment of regional commissions on human rights. In
varagraph 2 of the resolution the Secretary-General was further requested to take
appropriate steps to give the Organization of African Unity, if it so requests,
such assistance as it might require in facilitating the estavlishment of a regional
commission on human rights for Africa. In varagraphs 3 and 4 respectively, the
Commission decided to give due attention to this question at its thirty-fifth session
and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Commission at that session on
the steps taken to implement this resolution.

2. Vith regard to the implementation of operative paragraph 1 the
Secretary—Geﬂeral would like to dvaw the attention of the Commigsion to his report
(A/33/219) concerning the implementation of General Assembly resolution 32/127 which
deals with the same subject. In this weport, which was considered by the
General‘Assembly at its thirty-third session, the Secretary-General informed the
Ceneral Aggembly of the financial difficulties involved in the implementation by
the drogramme of advisory services in the field of human rights, including the
h01ding of geminars on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of
human rights as requested in Ceneral Assembly resolution 32/127, consequent upon

a ﬂrastic cut in the budgetary allocation for the programme of fthe bhiennium
1978-1979.  Because of these financial difficulties the vecretary-CGeneral felt
boung to inform the Assembly that, unless special funds weve provided, it would be
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S l/ See Official Records of the Tconomic and Social Council, 1978,
2Uovlement Wo. 4 (B/1973/34), resolution 24 (GiXIV).
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very difficult to implement resolution 32/127 concerning the regional arrangements
for the promotion end protection of human rights during the biennium 1978-1979,
concurrently with a substantial implementation of the other mandates of the
Programme . The Secretary-General also informed the General Assembly that the
posgsibility of holding the required seminarg efter 1979 would depend on the
oudgetary allocation for the programme in the years to come.

3. Following congideration of the report of the Secretary-General referred to
above, the General Assembly adopted resolution 33/167 by which it reiterated its
appeal to States in areas where regional arrangements in the field of human rights
do not exiast to consider arrangements uith a view to the establishment within their
respective regionsg of suitable regional machinery for the promotion and protection
of human rights. The becretary-General was once again requested, under the
programme of advisory services in the field of human rights, to give nriority to
the consideration, in regions where no regional commigsion on human rights exists,
of seminars for the purpose of discussing the usefulness and advigability of the
establishment of regional commissions for the promotion and protection of human
rights and that at least one such seminar should be organized during 1979. The
Secretary-General was further requested to report on the implementation of the
regsolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session and also to include
in hig report to the Commission on Human Rights, in accordance with paragraph 4
of its resolution 24 (XXXIV), such information as he may already possess on the
implementation of that same Assembly resolution.

4. In connexion with the adoption of resclution 33/167 the Secretary-General
gubmitted a statement concerning the administrative and financial implications
(A/C.5/35/101) to the General Assembly in respect of the necessary funds to be
provided for the holding of a seminaxr in 1979.

5.  With regard to the implementation of paragraph 2 of Commission on Human Rights
resolution 24 (UXAIV), the Secretary-General, on 12 May 1978, addrcssed a note
verbsle to the Secretary-General of the Orgenization of African Unity (OAU),
calling the lattert!s attention to the resolution and informed him that the
Division of Human Rights was at the disposal of the OAU, if it so requests, to
discuss appropriate steps which could be taken to assist the OAU in facilitating
the egtablishment of a regional commission on human rights for Africa. The
Secretary~General wishes to inform the Commission that consultations regarding the
matter under consideration continue with the QAU and other organizations concerned,
and that no final decigion has yet been taken.



