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CHEII,1ICAI AND BACTERIOLOGICAI, (BIO],OGICAI ) WEIPONS

Bep.ort of the tr'irst Connittee

Rapporteur: lr4r. Miod.rag I{IHAJI,OVI6 (Yugoslavia)

I. The item entitled 't0heroical and bacteriological (biological) veapons: report
of the conference of the Connittee on Disar:nament" was included in the pro\risional
agend.a of the thirty-third session in accordance uith General Assembl-y
resol-ution 32/77 ot 12 Decenber 1977.

2. At its 4th and 5th plenary meetings, on 22 Septenber 1978, the General
Assembly, on the recormendation of the General Comrittee, decided to incl-ude the
item in its agenda and to a.1Iocate it to the First Cornnittee.

3. At its 3rd meetingo on 5 October, the First Conmittee decided to consid.er
separately agenda items 125 and 128 and then to hold a combined general debate
on the other items al-located to it relating to disarmament, na,'neIy, itens 35 to )+9,

The general debate on these items took place at the 29th to 5oth rneetings, from
6 to zl+ November (see A/c.t/33/pV.a9-50).

l+. fn connexion with agenda iten 37, the lirst Connittee had before it the
report of the Conference of the Cornrnitt ee on Disarrnalrent. 1/

5 On 22 Nnrrpnl'pr Afo--;hanistan, Argentina, Australia, Beleium, Sufgaria ' Carada,
Cub", Czechoslovakia, Den:nark, Ethiopia, the Cerman Denocratic Republic, Germany,
Federaf Rel)ublic of, Ghana o Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, the Ivory Coast,
Japen, Jordan, l(enya, Ilongolia, l,lorocco " llS!e!, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Poland,
S'weden e the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the United Kingdora gllGveat
Britain and Northern Ireland and Yueos.lavia submitted. a d.raft resolution
@ s equ-uent:,y atso sponsored by Bangfsdesh, Bolivia,
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the.Con+o, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Liberia, Ma1i,
lyl]'an ATab Republic, Togo" Uruguay and Zaire.

\4auritius, Pakistan, Srain, the
The d.raft resolution was

the 51st meetingo on 27 Novennber.

statement of financial inplications
out by the Cornittee Secretary
the First Corurittee adopted draft

gtara, ) be1ov, dTaft resolution B).

t. _ 
On 22 Novenber, Austra-lia, Bul-garia, the Byelorussia:: Sorriet Socialist

l"lgjlig, 9anada" Czechoslovakia, Finland, thu c""r"" l"^"t"ti" n ,
Indi_g, Ital,v , .l4ongo1ia, Niseria, gS*r€{, fgfg4g@
Eovi et _So cj.a1i st Republic, the United Kinedon of cr;A-BrIT;;and No;I;-era
Tral ah,.l f h6 TThi ^- ^+ e^.- -- --viet Social_ist Republics, and the UILited States of America
submitted a a"ffih vas subsequentlv also snonsored

introduced by the representative of lofaid-E

by Bolivia" Dennark " Greece and Mauritius. fhe dl'aft resolution r,ras introduced
by the representative of the united Kingdorn at the )l9th raeeting, on 2)+ November,

7. At its 58th meeting, on 30 Novernber" the First Conndttee adopted dTaft
xeso.Iution A/C.f/T/L.39 by consensus (see para, 9 bel_ow" draft resolution A).

b. At the 59th meeting, on 1 December, a
of draft resolution A/C,I/33/L,I+I was read
(see A/C.I/33/FV.59). At the same neetingo
resolution A/C.L/33/L.)+I by consensus (see

RECOI"IMENDATIONS OF THE FIiST CO}O{ITTM

9. The lirst Committee recoruoends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions ;

A

The Ceneral As s ernb 1y ,

_IsgllirninE its resolu-tions 2)+5)+ A (XXIII) of 20 Dec eribe r 1968, 2603 B (XXIV)
of 16 December L959, 2652 (:x:1'V) of J Decenber I9TO, zg2T A (XX-V]) of
16 Decer0ber \97I, 2933 (XnrII) of 29 ldovembe r r9TZ,3O?T (XXVIII) of
6 De-cenb er t973" 3256 (xxIX) of 9 December I9T\, 3\55 (x]ff) or 11 Decenber t_97),
3f/ 65 ot 10 December L976, 3Z/IT of 12 Decenber 19TT and 5-10/2 of 30 Jr::re 1pl8,

Recal-l-ing that in the Final Docutrent of the tenth special session the
General Asselxbly affirmed that the complete and effective prohibition of the
develcpment 

" production and stockpil-ing of all chemicaf weapons and their
destruction represent one of the nost uxgent measures of diiarnament, which should
be accorded high priority in di s armament negotiations 

"

Regretting that the agreement on the coxoplet e and effective prohibition of
the devefopment, producti.on and stockpifing of all chenical weapons hs.s not been
reached despite the numerous appeals of the Genere_l Assembly,
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Convinced that the continuing arms race cafls for urgent disarnament
measures and that the process of international d.6tente is conducive to the
achievement of pro65ress torarards general and. complete disarmament rmder effective
int ernational controJ- ,

Reaffirning the necessity of strict observance by all States of the
principles and obJectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in l,lar
of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological l'{ethods of
'itrarfare, signed at ceneva on 17 June 1925, 2/

Convinced. that the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develorrment "
Production and Stoekpiling of Bacteriological (Biologica:-) and Toxin lleapons and
on Their Destruction J/ constitutes an irnportant step towards early agreement on
the effective prohibi-ti.on of the development, produciion and. stockpiling of all
chenxical lieapons and on their elinination from arsenal-s of sl-]. States,

Recalling in that connexion the und.ertaking contained in arbicle fX of the
Convention to continue negotiations in good. faith vith a viev to reaching early
agreement on effective measures for the prohibition of the development, production
and stockpiling of all chenical weapons and for theiy destruction,

Stressine the imporbance of eaxfy agreement on the complete prohibition of
the deve.Ioprent, prod.uction and. stockpiling of all cherai.cal weapons and on their
destruction " which would contribute to general and complete disamanent under
effective international control -

Noting the risk of continued development, producti.on and stockpiling of

"h.riE-ur-"u,pons 
in the absence of such agreement,

Ilavinc..^hqi/le]^prt thA y6-^T+ ^f +l-a n^hcaFAnCe Of the COnmrittee On::=i_=i:=___:::i
Disarnanent, )+/

No-b:LnE that drafts of a convention on the prohibition of developnent,
prod.uETTii-n and. stockpiling of all chemica"l veapons and on their destruction, 5]
well as other working docurnents, proposals and suggestions, have been sublditted
to the Conference of the Comnittee on Di sarmament and. constitute valuable
contributions to reaching agreement ,

z/ League oT r\ar]ons, _L.reary ijeraes, vo_t" xulv \t9zy ), rro, zf Jo, p. o).

J/ Uene1^al ASSenO-ty resO-LUt1On ZOZC' tnjiv-r,J, alrex.

L/ Official Records of the Ciene ra-1 Assenbly, Thirty-third Session,
Suppl-errent No. 27 (A/33/27).

c1 cords of the Disannament
document DC/235, annex B, docunent CCD

Assenbly, Twenty-ninth Session, Supplencnt No. 27 (A/9627), arnex II,
document CCD/tt2O; ibid., Thirtieth Session" Supplement No, 27 lA/IOO27 ) e annex TI,

'...document CCD|\52; end ibid., fhirty-first Session, Supp.Iement No. 2? \A/31/27),

for
Fecords of the

annex III, docutrent CCD| 5I?.



A/ 33/ 425
nnglish
rage 4

Taking into account the conments made on this item and refevant documents
submitted to the General Assenbly at its thirty-third session,

ltToting also that sustained and intensive efforts in the conference of the
Connrittee on Di s armara ent have led to increased und-erstanri.ing in identifyingpractical approaches towards the prohibition of the developrlent, prod.uction andstockpiling of all- chemical T{espons and towards their destiuction,

Believing that future agreement on the prohibition of chemical rrreapons
shou-ld meet the objective of complete, effective and verifiable prohitriiion ofthe development, production a-nd. stocL,,piling of chemica]. treapons, as ve1]. asproviding aclequate methods of verification for the destruction of the stockpifesof chemical vealons, and recognizing that arrangements for verification should
be based on a conbination of national and. internationaf arrergements,

_ Ha_Ying in nind that agreement on the complete prohibiti.on of the devefopment,production and stockpilinB of a^11 chemical veapons ar.d. on their destruction
should not irnpede the utilization of science and technology for the economic
development of States 

"

Desirin€ to contribute to an early a_nd successful conclusion of the
negotiations on effective and strict measures for the comprete ::rohibition ofthe devel-opment, production and stockpiling of all chernicaf ,".po.r" and. fortheir destruction "

1' urges all states to reach early agreerent on the effective prohibitionof the development, production ard stockpiling of all chemical r,reapons and ontheir destruction;

urges the union of soviet sociar.ist Republics and the united ststes ofAmerica to submit their joint initiative to the Courdittee on Dis arnament inorder to assist it in aehieving early agreement on the prohibition of the
development, production and stackpiling of al1 chemical rreapons and on theird.estructicn;

l. &S!!!i the Cornmittee on Disarnanrent, as a matter of high priority,to undertake, at the begin.ning of its l9?9 sessj.on, negotiations r,rith a rri er,r toelaborating an agreenent on effective measures for the prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling of afl chemical wespons and for theirdestruction, taking into account al1 existing proposals and future initiatives;

l+. Invites a]-]. States that have not yet d.one so to acced.e to theconvention-EiTEE Prohibition of the Developnent " eroauction and stockpiling ofBacteriol-ogi caI (Biologicar) and roxin lleap-ns and on Their Destructioir, as lrel.ras to accede to or ratify the protocol for the prohibition of the use in ltar ofAsphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, ancl of Bacteriologi c€.1- Methods ofLrarfare, signed at Geneva on 1T Jrl]le 1925, and, caffs again for strict observanceby all States of the pxinciples and objectives of those instnrments a
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5. lequests the S ecretary-General to transmit to the Conmittee on
Disarmament afl doeulents of the thirty-third session of the General. Assernbly
xelating to chemical- weapons and to chemicaf neans of lrarfare;

6. Requests the Corunittee on Disarnament to report on the results of its
negotiations to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session.

.D

Tha f]anaFr'l A< c anlrl r

Reca-lline its resolution 2826 (XXVI) of 16 December I9T2, in r,rhich it
conmended the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develoment, Production and-
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin \'ieapons and on Their
Destruction fl and expressed the hope for the widest possible adherence to
that Convention,

Noting that article )fII of the Convention provides as follows:

'Il'ive years after the entry into force of this Conwention, or earlier
if it is requested by a najority of Parties to the Convention by subnitting
a proposal to this effect to the Deposita.ry Goverrunents, a Conference of
States Parties to the Convention shafl be held at Geneva, Svrit zerland " toreviel,r the operation of this Convention, with a view to assuring that the
purposes of the presmble and the provisions of the Convention, including
the provisions concerning negotiations on chemicaf weapons, are being
realized, Such review shal1 take into account any nerr scientific and
technological. devel-opments relevant to this Conventionr',

Believinq that the availability of infornation as appropriate on any new
scientific aJrd technological developments relewant to the Convention coufd
contribute to the work of the Review Conference of the Parties to the Convention,

Bearing in qrfrd that the Convention wiJ.L have been in force for five years on
26 l.{arch 1980 and. expecting that the Revi ew Conference ca1led for in the
Convention viII take place near that de.te,

].
Parti es

Notes that after appropri.ate consul-tations a preparatory connittee of
to the Convention is to be arranged;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to render the necessary assistance and to
provide such services, including sumnary records, as ]nay be required for the
Review Conference arid its Drelaration.

o/ ireneral_ AssemD_Ly resolurron zozb (xJtv-1.,, arnex.


